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Interim terminal of
Purnea airport to be
ready within 4 months

Aditya Nath Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes com

PURNEA : The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) on Thursday
awarded work to a Kanpur-
based firm for the construction
of an interim terminal building
at the Purnea airport, said a gov-
ernment statement, issued by
the Information and Public Rela-
tions Department.

Messrs MHPL India Private
Limited, a Kanpur based firm,
has got the contract worth
33.99 crore, which was 23% less
than the estimated cost of ¥44.15
crore, said the release. The
interim terminal building was
expected to be completed in four
months, beginning March L

The Purnea airport will be in
addition to the existing Patna
airport, Darbhanga airport, Gaya
airport and the proposed airport
at Bihta.

Before the construction of the
main airport terminal building,
an interim structure will be con-
structed on the porta concept, so
that the operation of commercial
flights can be started soon. The
Airports Authority of India has
appointed a deputy general man-
ager (engineering) as an
in-charge of the project.

The construction agency will

have to deposit a performance
guarantee of 169 crore and a
security fund of 288.30 lakh. The
e-bid was opened on February
10.

The Purnea airport will be
equipped with modern facilities.
The AATl's architect has already
prepared the design of Purnia
Airport. This airport will be
equipped with “state of the art”
facilities and has been designed
keeping in mind the passenger
footfall for the next 30-40 years.
A total of five aerobridges will be
built at this airport, which will
provide better connectivity to
the passengers.

The construction of the termi-
nal building will pave the way
for direct air facility not only for
the people of Kosi and Seeman-
chal region but also for West
Bengal, Jharkhand and Nepal.
As spon as the interim terminal
is completed, commercial air
travel will begin benefiting the
local passengers and will also
promote the economic develop-
ment of the region.

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar held a
review meeting with the officials
during his Pragati Yatra to Pur-
nea. He necessary guidelines to
all the officials to remove the
obstacles coming in way of con-
struction of the airport.
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Centre plans
to lease over
10 airports
under PPP
mode, begins
consultations

Rohit Vaid
NEW DELHI

The Centre has begun con-
sultations on leasing (priv-
atise) over 10 airports un-
der the public-private
partnership (PPP) model,
sources told businessline.

According to the sourc-
es, an inter-ministerial
consultation process was
initiated recently with the
circulation of a Cabinet
note seeking opinion from
different ministries.

“We have received re-
plies on the note and are
now in the consultation
phase,” a source told
businessline.

As per sources, the Cabi-
net will decide which air-
ports will be leased out
and if any new terms and
conditions should be ad-
ded in the concession
agreement for the upcom-
ing round.

Speculation is rife that
AAI airports under consid-
eration may include key re-
gional hubs such as Amrit-
sar, Varanasi,
Bhubaneswar, Indore, Rai-
pur and Tiruchi.

Airports in Kushinagar,
Gaya, Hubli, Aurangabad
and Tirupati could also be
considered. Besides, the
Centre is contemplating
bundling profitable and
non-profitable airports for
the bidding process.

The initiative falls under
the National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP), which
seeks to tap into private
sector expertise to revamp
and operate key assets, im-
prove passenger expe-
rience, and drive econom-
ic growth.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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INTERVIEW

Noida Airport nearing
operational readiness,
says CEO Schnellmann

WITH THE Noida International
Airport at Uttar Pradesh'’s Jewar
nearing completion, the Chief
Executive Officer of the airport,
CHRISTOPH SCHNELLMANN,
tells NEETIKA JHA that the con-
struction work at passenger ter-
minal and ATC (Air Traffic
Control) is getting final touches.
Excerpts from the interview,

How many intermational and
domestic airlines are on
board for operations at the
international airport?

We have partnered with
IndiGo as our launch carrier.
Additionally,we havea strategic
partnership with Akasa Air for
both domestic and international
routes. We havealsoseenstrong
interest from airlines across the
Middle East and Southeast Asia,

We are working closely with
airlines to establish a compre-
hensive route map that will of-
fer travelers convenient access
to a wide range of locations
across the country and beyond,
Airlines are at present finalising
their routes and schedules, con-
sidering factors such as passen-
gerdemand, optimal slotalloca-
tion, and aircraft availability.

What stage is i nfrastructure
development at?

Construction work at the pas-
senger terminal and ATC hasbeen
largely completed. Key mile-
stones include completion of the
Instrument Landing System{ILS)
and Precision Approach Path
indicator (PAPI) calibration.

We havealso achieved signif-
icant milestones, particularly in
curating the passenger experi-
enceat the airport. We have part-
nered with Travel Food Services
to offerdiverse multi-cuisine din-
ing options and a world-class
lounge featuring both premium
and luxury zones. The lounges
will offer an exceptional experi-
ence with live interactive food
stations, a wide range of buffet
options, an experiential cocktail
bar, and aspaforrelaxationserv-
ices.

The interiors will convey so-
phistication, warmth, and ele-
gance, providinga haven of com-
fort amid busy travel schedules.
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Chief Executive Officer of

the airport, Christoph
Schnellmann. Express

(

The lounge will also offer a
'Luxury Zone' with exclusive
amenities to provide an en-
hanced experience to passen-
gers.

HMS Host India will operate
avariety of restaurants and cafes
within the terminal... We have
awarded the retail and duty-free
concession to a consortium of
Heinemann Asia Pacific and
BWC Forwarders.

Also, we have signed a 30-
year concession agreementwith
Indian Oil Corporation Limited
to operate fuel stations at three
key locations within the airport
premises, EV charging infra-
structure and CNG stations will
be available at the airport for
both airside operations and for
passengers,

By when are operations
expected to begin?

The airport is steadily ad-
vancing toward operational
readiness. Thesuccessful valida-
tion flight marked a key mile-
stone, and we are now working
closely with the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) and
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on the neces-
sary licensing processes. The
Airports Authority of India{ AAT)
isadvancing its work in the air
traffic control tower, and con-
structionol the passenger termi-
naland associated infrastructure
is progressing steadily.

FULL INTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Sat, 22 Febi
https://epa
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AdanilinesupI30K crinvestment
in Keralafor port, airport expansion

SHINE JACOB
Chennai, 21 February

Adani Group is planning to
invest around ¥30,000 crore in
Kerala over the next five years
to develop its infrastructure,
including expansion of a port
and an airport and setting up
a logistics and e-commerce
hub in Kochi, a senior compa-
ny executive said on Friday.

Addressing a session of
Invest Kerala Global Summit,
Karan Adani, managing direc-
tor, Adani Ports and SEZ, said
the group will invest 320,000
crore more in Vizhinjam Port
in addition to the already
invested 5,000 crore.

“Thisis notonly India’s first
transshipment hub, but our
vision is to make Vizhinjam
the largest transshipment port
in this part of the region. We
will be expanding Trivandrum
International Airport from 4.5
million to 12 million passen-
gers, with 5,500 crore,” he
said. The company will be set-
ting up a logistics and e-com-
merce hub in Kochi, and also
increase its cement capacity in
Kochi.

“In total, Adani Group is
going to invest 30,000 crore
in the next five years in the
state of Kerala,” Adani said.
The announcement came on a

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan (foreground, left) with
Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal (right) during Invest

Kerala Global Summit on Friday

day when Union Minister for
Road Transport Nitin Gadkari
said the Centre will complete
road projects worth around I3
trillion during its current
tenure.

During his address, Gadkari
highlighted that his ministry
had 31 upcoming projects
spanning 896 kilometres with
an investment of about
350,000 crore. In the private
sector, one of the major invest-
ments included a 1,500 crore
plan lined up by Brigade Group
with potential employment for
around 12,000 people over the
next five vyears. Brigade
Enterprises, the flagship com-
pany of Brigade Group, has

PHOTO: KERALA GOVERNMENT

submitted an expression of
interest (EOI) for setting up its
second World Trade Center
(WTC) in the state, with the
firstbeing WTC Kochi. Brigade
is also looking to expand its
footprint in Kerala with a resi-
dential project in Kochi and a
luxury island resort at Vaikom.
These projects are expected to
be completed by 2030.

Aster DM Healthcare said it
plans to invest around I850
crore in the next three years
towards scaling up its infra-
structure, medical services,
and employment generation
in the region.

Earlier, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said the Left

UPCOMING PLANS

) Adani group has already
invested ¥5,000 crore in
Vizhinjam Port, and further
committed 320,000 crore

) Brigade Enterprises has
submitted an Eol for setting
up its second World Trade
Centre inthestate

) Aster DM Healthcare plans
to invest¥850 crorein the
nextthree yearstowards
scalingup itsinfrastructurein
the region

Front government had
ensured that no investor will
have to face the barriers of red
tape in Kerala. “We have made
major strides in simplifying
procedures for investments.
The government considers
itself to have a great role to
play as a facilitator and cata-
lyst,” he said.

“In the last eight years,
Kerala has witnessed the
establishment of 6,200 start-
ups with an investment of
35,800 crore, creating 62,000
employment opportunities.
We aim to establish 15,000
startups and create 100,000
employment opportunities by
2026,” he said.
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Induce passengers to spend
more money at airports, say
operators

ANUSHREE PRATAP
BENGALURU, DHNS

The aero revenue of Indi-
an airports is expected to
grow at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 42%
over fiscal years 2023-24
(FY24) to 2026-27 (FY27),
while non-aero revenue will
grow at a CAGR of 15% over
the same time period, said
CareEdge on Thursday.

Aero revenue is what
airports earn from airlines,
like tees for parking fees and
timeslots. Non-aerorevenue
is from serviceslike food and
beverage (F&B), restaurants,
lounges, etc.

CareEdge's webinar on
airports was also artended
by manyindustry executives.

The overall air passenger
trafficisexpectedto growata
9% CAGR, as per the agency.
As per GRK Babu, CFO, Air-
port Sector, GMR Airports
Ltd, however, the growth is
expected to be much higher,
hitting up to 11% growth in
the next rwo vears.

Non-metro airports cater
to40% of the total passenger
traffic with faster growth
seen as compared to metro
airports, CareEdge said.

Growth propellers in the
sector are economic growth,
ashiftinincome groupsin In-
diastimulating higher discre-
tionary spending, and a rise

in foreign travel remittance
leading to higher interna-
tional tourism.

The combined capex out-
lay of airport operators is
projected toincrease by 25%
over FY26-FY30, reaching
almost Rs 1 lakh crore, led by
brownfield expansion along
with two greenfield airports.

While there is an uptick in
Non-3ero revenue per pas-
sengerin India, the spend per
passenger for international
peersis two times compared
to Indian airports.

Babu emphasised that
there is a constant need for
improvement in offerings as
well as greater penetration
(or inducing passengers
to spend more money). He
added that transfer time be-
tween terminals should also
be better monetised.

Rakesh Tiwary, CFO,
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd,
said that another way to do
this is increasing duty-free
spending per passenger, as
currently India is far behind
global peersin this regard.

Monetisation from
non-passengers is another
area where Indian airports
are lagging, stated Tiwary,
pointing out that airport
areas can be made a hub
for local tourists and busi-
nessmen with malls, hotels,
convention centres, F&B,
and concerts.
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New airport, city planned at Vadhavan

3rd airport for MMR

Yogesh Naik

yogesh.nalk@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: The Maharashtra
government has taken its first
steps towards building a third
airport for the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region (MMR) at Vad-
havan, where one of the biggest
ports on India’s west coast is
being constructed.

The state government-run
Maharashtra Airport Develop-
ment Company (MADC) on
Thursday began a pre-feasibil-
ity study for the development of
a greenfield airport in the Pal-
ghar district. ‘Greenfield’ is a
term used to describe land that
has not previously been devel-
oped. The state government is
also planning to build a new
city around the proposed air-
portin Palghar.

“The consultants will tell us

what is feasible in the Vadha-
van area,” said Swati Pandey,
managing director of MADC.
“This is a first step by the gov-
ernment.”

If greenlit, the new airport
would be the third in MMR
after the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) in Mumbai and the
under-construction airport in
Navi Mumbai, which is likely to
be inaugurated in April.

‘Third Mumbai’
Chief minister Devendra Fad-
navis told Hindustan Times
that the idea behind the pro-
posed project, which has been
approved by Prime Minister
Narendra Modj, is to “create an
ecosystem of a third Mumbai in
Palghar and Vasai-Virar, with a
port, airport and bullet train.”
Fadnavis had first discussed

the idea of building an airport
in Palghar during the ground-
breaking ceremony of the Vad-
havan port in August last year.
The deputy chief minister at
the time had said that Mumbai,
which has a population of over
20 million, would need a third
airport in the coming years.
“My suggestion is for the Cen-
tre to consider this proposal on
reclaimed land near Vadhavan
port,” he had said.

Long-mooted plan

The plan for a third airport in
MMR has been on the cards for
some time, as the existing one
in Mumbai is one of the busiest
in India.

During the previous Maha-
rashira Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government, then chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray had also
mooted the idea of a third air-

port.

The state administration at
the time was considering a pro-
posal for a domestic airport at
Kelva-Mahim or Dapchari,
both in Palghar district.

At a recent review meeting
on airports, Fadnavis also dis-
cussed the idea of developing a
new satellite city at Vadhavan.
He said that Vadhavan is going
to be one of the top 10 ports in
the world, with a lot of com-
mercial traffic passing from
there via the proposed Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad bullet train,
coastal highway, and the Mum-
bai-Vadodara expressway.

Navi Mumbai was developed
in the seventies as a second
Mumbai, while a new city—a
“third Mumbai”"—is being
planned at the end of the Mum-
bai Trans Harbour Link, also
known as Atal Setu.

« The Maharashtra government has begun a pre-feasibility
study to develop a new airport and a satellite city at
Vadhavan in the Palghar district, where one of the biggest
ports on India's west coast is also being constructed.

= |f greenlit, the new airport would be the third in the Mumbai;
metropolitan region after the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj |
International Airport in Mumbai and the under-construction

Mavi Mumbai airport, which is likely to be inaugurated in April.

# "[The idea is] to
create an ecosys-
tem of a third
Mumbai in Palghar

and Vasai- Virar,
with a port, airport
and bullet train.”

- Devendra
Fadnavis, (M
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Parandur airport: T.N. govt.
providing finishing touches
to compensation package

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is finalising a com-
pensation package for the
people who will be affect-
ed by the proposed second
airport project for Chennai
at Parandur in Kancheepu-
ram district.

As pointed out by Fi-
nance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu on various oc-
casions, the government’s
idea is to provide a com-
pensation to the project-af-
fected people (PAP). It
would be higher than the
market price of the lands
that have been identified
for the project.

In this regard, the go-
vernment is working out
the compensation in such
a manner that the eventual
quantum would be more
than what the compensa-
tion package had envis-
aged under the Right to
Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Ac-

Better deal: Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu had said the
government’s idea was to provide a compensation higher than the
market price of the lands identified for the airport project.

quisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act,
2013. It is learnt that the
proposed package will be
unveiled “at an appro-
priate time”. According to
the law, one of the compo-
nents of the package is to
multiply the market value
by a factor of one in case of
urban areas, and by one to
two for rural areas depend-
ing on the distance of the
project site from wurban
areas. Apart from the base
value of the land and other
assets, landowners get a
100% solatium and a 12%

additional market value or
interest. In an interview
with The Hindu in January,
the Finance Minister said
that the State government
had also planned to reha-
bilitate the PAPs to protect
their livelihood.

In October 2023, the
State issued an order giv-
ing administrative sanction
for the acquisition of about
3,774 acres of patta lands.
As the total extent of land
required is approximately
5,746 acres, the remaining
portion would be the go-
vernment’s.
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Paid con-
Clerge service
launched at
Kolkata airport

KOLKATA: A paid con-
cierge service for all
domestic and international
passengers was launched
at the Kolkata airport on
Wednesday, an official said.

The service will be help-
tul for passengers not con-
versant with the systems in
the airport or those who
are ailing or elderly, sources
said. The “meet and greet
service” provided by a pri-
vate firm was inaugurated
at the terminal building
of Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International
(NSCBI) airport.

“Introducing Elite Assist
- your premium airport
concierge service inaugu-
rated by Dr Pravat Ranjan
Beuria, Airport Director
at Kolkata Airport! Enjoy
dedicated guidance, bag-
gage handling and a hassle-
tree travel experience for
both domestic and interna-
tional arrivals/departures,’
the authorities said in a
poston X. A passenger will
have to pay Rs 500 to avail
of the service, according to
sources at the airport.

A passenger seeking the
service will be assisted by
the company’s employees
in cumpYetiI{g ﬂiel::ﬂ?g;:-
in process at the terminal
building. The passenger will
also get the help of porters
for handling luggage.

The s-etg'vicés Lwilly be
available for both arrival
and departure passengers,
the sources said.  AGENCIES
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Vadhavan airport project set in motion,
agency for study may be picked in 3 wks

@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: MMR's second air-
port in Navi Mumbai is just
maonths away from taking off
and the state govt has begun
work on a third proposed air-
port near the upcoming big-
ticket Vadhavan port in Palg-
har: Maharashtra Airport De-
velopment Company
(MADC), a special purpose
company set up by the state
govt to plan, build, operate
and maintain alrports, has
floated a request for proposal

(RFP) to appoint a consultant
agency to carry out a pre-fea-
sihility study on developing a
greenfield airport in the Vad-
havan port region.

Swati Pandew, vice-chair-
man and managingdirectorof
MADC, told TOI that the RFP
is the first step towards buil-
ding the airport, and an agen-
cy for the pre-feasibility study
will be finalised soon. She said
timelines for the study will be
set once the agency is picked,
which is likely to be done over
the next three weeks.

The Vadhavan port, loca-

ted around 130km from Mum-
bai, is being developed in two
phases—the first by 2080 and
the second by 2089—and is ex-
pected to emerge as one of the
0 biggest ports inthe world. It
will entail an investment of
around Rs 76,200 crore and
will be an integral part of the
India-Middle  East-Europe
Economie Corridor. Ahead of
the assembly election last
Nov, PM Narendra Modi had
announced that work on a
new airport near it would be-
gin soon. Three months prior
to that announcement, depu-

ty CM Devendra Fadnavis had
spoken of it being planned to
be built on reclaimed land.
The idea to have a third air-
port in MMR was mooted du-
ring the MVA povt's tenure,
with a proposal for a domestic
alrport in Palghar district’s
Dapchari or Kelva-Mahim,

The Navi Mumbaiairport
is expected to be commissio-
ned in May/June this yvear It
will initially handle only do
mestic operations, with in-
ternational flights set to be-
gin in July, according to cur.
rent projections.
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India needs at least 20,000 pilots in
coming years: Ciwil Aviation Minister

NEW DELHI, Feb 20:
Civil Aviation Mimister K
Rammohan Naidu on Thurs-
day said India will need at
least 20,000 pilots in the
coming years to meet the
rising air-travel demand in
the country — one of the
world's fastest growing avi-
ation market.

Addressing a gathening at
the UDAAN Bhawan here
following the launch of Elec-
tronic Personnel License
(EPL) for pilots, the minis-
ter smd aviation has always
been the backbone of connec-
tivity, economic growth, and
technological advancements.

He said the country will
have 50 more aiwrports in the
next five years. The number
of airports has doubled to
157 in the last 10 years.

“We are looking at a num-
ber which is very ambitious ...
if you look at the aline sector,
we have orders of up to 1,700
planes that are about to come
into the Indian fleet. And with
so much growth that we are
going to see in the coming
days, there is going to be a
need for at least 20,000 pilots
n the near future,” Naidu said.

Naidu further said his min-
1stry 1s using technology ina

Launch of
Electronic Personnel License

Union Minister for Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu launches the Electronic
Personnel License in New Delhi on Thursday. — PTI

big way. “With the launch of
EFPL, we are ensuring that
the pilots can now access
their licenses with greater
ease and efficiency. This ini-
tiative also aligns with the
government of India’s mis-
sion of Digital India, reinforc-
ing our dedication on lever-
aging technology for the ben-
efit of the citizens and the
industry at large,” he said.
India has become the sec-
ond country in the world to
implement EPL for flight
crew. China has already 1im-
plemented such a facility.

Implementation of EPL by
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) aligns with
the government's Ease of
Doing Business and Digital
India Initiative. The adoption
of EPL cements India's posi-
tion as a leader in aviation in-
novation, the DGCA said.

The step aligns with the
roadmap of the Internation-
al Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ) for modern aviation
governance and reflects the
nation's readiness to em-
brace the future.

Pilots can now securely

access their licenses any-
time via the eGCA app, with
seamless real-time verifica-
tion for global agencies, the
Minister said in a post on
social media platform X',

“This is a game-changer
for Indian aviation — enhanc-
ing safety, interoperability,
and aligning us with global
best practices,” the post said.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam and
Director-General (DG) of
DGCA Faiz Ahmed Kidwai
were also present on the
occasion, — PTI
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Fly to Kuala Lumpur,
Bangkok from just Rs 6,599

GUWAHATI, Feb 20: The AirAsia Free* Seats sale has
returned with a bang, offering up to 15 million seats across
130 destinations within its extensive network. According to
a press release, guests can choose from an array of direct
flights within India to exciting destinations in Malaysia and
Thailand such as from Visakhapatnam to Kuala Lumpur, from
Tiruchirappalli and Guwahati to Bangkok and from Kolkata
to Phuket at unbeatable fares starting from just Rs 6,599 all-
in one way™*, International destinations also include Sin-
gapore, Da Lat, Krabi, Kota Kinabalu and more via AirAsia's
seamless Fly-Thru options from Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok.
The AirAsia Free* Seats sale will go on from now till Febru-
ary 23. Book your flights via airasia.com or the AirAsia
MOVE app for travel between 1 July 2025 and 15 June 2026.
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Lenders to auction Go First
land to recover £3,900 crore

Three lenders to the now defunct Go First airline will auction land
parcels in Thane — which falls under Mumbai
Metropolitan Area —inMarch to recoverdues
of over¥ 3,900 crore. These land plots were
*r 4°* made collateral for loan exposures. The
reserve price forthe auction is¥1,782 crore,
according toa communication fora

” proposed auction for land placed by Central
! Bank of India on behalfof lenders. Public
sector lender Central Bank of India has taken
possession of immovable property, 94.71 acres of

land abutting Ghodbunder Road Thane, Maharashtra on behalf of

lenders Bank of Baroda, Central Bank and IDBI Bank. Theland isin

the name of Wadia Reality Private Ltd. It would be sold on March
12, 2025 through e-auction. BS REPORTER
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DGCA phased roll out: More rest
for pllots tlghter limits for night

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s aviation reg-
ulator has proposed a new,
phased roadmap to introduce
stricter limits on when and how
long pilots can fly in order to
minimise fatigue among air
crew in a submission to Delhi
high court. The Director General
of Civil Aviation's (DGCA) road-
map, submitted to the Delhi high
court, proposes increasing pilots’
weekly rest from 36 to 48 hours
starting July 1, 2025, and phasing
in reduced night flying from
November 1, 2025, as part of
relaxed duty norms for cockpit
CTEW.

DGCA, in its affidavit before
the high court, stated that of the
22 proposed clauses pertaining
to Flight Duty Time Limitation
(FDTL), 15 would be imple-
mented from July 1, 2025, while
the remaining would be rolled
out from November 1, 2025. The
regulator’s phased approach fol-
lows stiff opposition from air-
lines, which led to the postpone-

DGCA said that 15 of the 22
proposed clauses would be
implemented by July L. HT pHOTO

ment of the original implemen-
tation date of June 1, 2024. The
revised timeline was submitted
after several rounds of court-or-
dered mediation between Air
India and pilot unions, facili-
tated by DGCA.

The next hearing on the mat-
ter is scheduled for February 24.

Among the provisions
deferred to November 1 is a
revised definition for night duty,
wherein duty periods falling
between midnight and Gam will
be classified as night duty,
instead of the current midnight
to Sam standard.

Given that airlines can assign

pilots to only two consecutive
nights of flying, this modification
is expected to reduce the extent
of night flying. Additionally,
DGCA has capped the number of
night landings per pilot to two if
their duty period extends into
the night duty window.

For ultra-long-haul flights,
pilots operating across two con-
secutive nights, including routes
to and from the US, will receive
an additional 24 hours of rest,
increasing the mandated rest
period from at least 120 hours to
at least 144 hours. Pilots have
long demanded the elimination
of two consecutive night duties,
arguing that they disrupt natural
sleep cycles, induce fatigue, and
compromise alertness.

Airlines, on their part, have
strongly opposed the DGCA's
plan to restrict night flying. Ina
submission to the regulator last
December, IndiGo warned that
the broader night flying defini-
tion would have a “severe opera-
tional impact” and urged for the
current standard to remain
unchanged.
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Pilots could get weekly rest of 48
hours from July 1: DGCA affidavit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The weekly rest for pilots
could be raised from 36
hours to 48 hours with ef-
fect from July 1, and re-
vised night flying hours
“rolled out’ from Novem-
ber 1, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation said in
a detailed scheme for im-
plementing relaxed duty
norms for cockpit crew
submitted before the Delhi
High Court on Thursday.
The liberalised norms
governing duty and rest
periods for pilots to com-
bat concerns over rising fa-
tigue levels were an-
nounced in January 2024,
and were to be implement-
ed from June 1, 2024. But
they were put on hold after
stiff opposition from air-
lines, forcing pilots’ unions
to approach the court. Af-
ter several rounds of court-
ordered mediation held by

Pilots have been demanding
the scrapping of two
consecutive nights of flying.

the DGCA between Air In-
dia and the pilot bodies,
the regulator agreed to a
phased implementation.
“Out of 22 clauses, 15
clauses would be imple-
mented from 01.07.2025
and the remaining 7 claus-
es would be rolled out
from 01.11.2025,” said the
affidavit before the Delhi
High Court signed by the
DGCA’s Assistant Director

(Operations), Himanshu
Srivastava. The next hear-
ing is on Monday.

Key among the provi-
sions recommended for
implementation from July 1
is the weekly rest period of
“continuous 48 hours”.
Night duty will be during
the hours between mid-
night and 6 a.m. instead of
the present midnight to 5
a.m. As airlines are allowed
to assign pilots only to two
consecutive nights of fly-
ing, this provision will
bring down the time of
night flying. Further, the
DGCA has capped the
number of night landings a
pilot can do to two.

Pilots have been de-
manding the scrapping of
two consecutive nights of
flying, introduced in April
2019, as night duties dis-
rupt the natural sleep-
wake cycle, cause fatigue
and impact alertness le-
vels. They say that in the

recent past, due to in-
creased international fly-
ing, the quantum of night
flying has increased
exponentially.

The DGCA has used the
term “roll-out” and not im-
plementation for the set of
rules delayed until Novem-
ber 1, sources in pilots’ un-
ions said, indicating that
the regulator could be
planning a staggered enfor-
cement. Airlines have
strongly opposed the
DGCA’s proposal for res-
tricting night flying. IndiGo
had said in a submission to
the DGCA in December
that expanding the defini-
tion of night flying would
have “a severe operational
impact” and it should the-
refore remain unchanged.

Air India said it would
implement the new defini-
tion after the regulator
brought a modern, data-
based fatigue risk manage-
ment system.
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UK’s IWM Duxiord is just the

SUMAMNA ADAK

LONDON: The Imperial War
Museum (W) Duxford in
England’s Cambridgeshire
is known for its incredible
air shows that feature awe-
inspiring, fast-paced perfor-
mance showcasing historical
atrerafis. From the early days
of flying Lo the dramatic days
of the Second World War and
the technical advances of the
cold war, the TWM has p]a}-td
a central role in some of the
maost significant periods of
20th Century history.
Acquired by the TWM in
19786, it is Britain's largest 84
Ao museum housing many
wartime artefacts. Duskiord
is a staple day out for mili-
tary history aficionados
thanks to a wide collection
of aircraft housed in han-
gars and exhibitions about
the personal wartime stories.

place bo ﬂy back in tlme

The IWM Duxford is Britoin's lorgest aviation museum AP

The control tower, opera-
Hons room and hangars are
still in use and evoke a 19405
atmosphere. The operations
room has been meticulously
reconstructed and looks just
as it did when RAF personal
directed Duxford’s fighter
during the the Battle of Brit-
ain in 1940, In The musenms
seven main exhibition build-
ings are some 200 military
and civil atrerafts as well as
maritime exhibits.

It also contains weap-
oms from the First to Second
‘orld War. The Duskford
Museum, which is run |:v_|.r
the Royal Corps and cov-
ers an area of about 9,000
square metres, is the only
one in the world that has
preserved almost all the alr-
crafts from the Second Workd
War, J"I.]IJ.'HJLIEh the number of
Britizh air bases has increased
over time, Duskford has
remained in ils own way.



Wivaa Aaaaa gt m

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAPH KOLKATA 21 FEBRUARY 2025

SIA to
deepen
Al ties

B NEW DELHI: Singapore
Alrlines (SIA) and Alr
India are exploring
opportunities 1o deepen
their strategic relation-
ship across a wide range
of commerdal activities,
SIA said in its annual
report. Alr India and SIA
added 51 new codeshare
destima tions from Octo
ber 2024, Fm
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k& With so much growth
in the coming days,
thereis goingtobe a

need for at least 20,000

| pilots in the near future

K Rammohan Naidu,
chvil aviation minister
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Aviation industry likely to post
loss in FY25, FY26: ICRA

TDGHE'I"WHEK

The Indian aviation indus-
tryisexpected o report anel
lozs of B 2 000-3000 crore
inhath FY25 and FY'20, ac-
cording toa report by ICRA.
This comes aller the seclor
posted & rect profit of approx-
inately Rs 160K crore in
F¥24, The losses are primar-
ily attributed to pressure on
ticket prices as airlines aim
tomaintain healthy passen-

gt load factors (PLF) despite

high aviation turbine fucl
(ATF) prices. The industry
isalso expected o see aslow
recovery in earmings due o
its high fixeed costs

ICR A said “the Indian avis-
tion industry toreport a net
Inzs of Ra. 20-30 hillion in
FY2025 and Y2026 com-
pared o and profit of -Rs. 16
hillion in FY2024 due toan-
ticipated pressure on yields™

Another major challenge
fior airlines is rising hor-
rowing costs, [CRA stated
that the scheduled delivery
of new aireraft will increase
lease lishilities, adding tothe
imterest arrden,

However, the projected
losses for the coming years
are much lower than the s
23,500 crore and Rs 17400
crore losses recorded in
FY22and FY23, resprectively.

Despite financial chal-

lenges, the industry's debt
leve ks areexpected toremain
stable, with an interest cov-
erage ratio of 1.5-2.0 times
in FY25, This suprests that
airfines will still have some
abality fo moanagge theeir del
obligabions.

1CRA noted that “The pace
of recovery in industry eam-
inigs 18 likely to be pradual,
owing to the high Fxed cost
nature of the husiness”,

While the Indian aviation
sector faces short- term prof-
itability challenges, inereas-
ing air travel demand and
carcful financial manage-
ment by airlines may help
improve performance in the
COMTE YCars.
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