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Hyd airport
sets record

Hyderabad: The Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) at
Shamshabad reached a
major milestone on
January 18 by handling
94,630 passengers and
607 aircraft movements
in a single day, accord-
ing to a statement. This
record surpassed the
RGIA’s previous record
which was set on
December 22 last when
the airport handled
over 92k passengers in
a single day In Dec-
ember 2024, RGIA reco-
rded 27 lakh flvers, 23
lakh of them in the
domestic sector. Air-
port authorities expr-
essed their gratitude to
passengers for their
continued trust, calling
it a proud moment for
everyone involved in
RGIA's operations.
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SC reprieve to Dubey in Deoghar airport case

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
0 New Dl

UPHOLDING the Jharkhand
High Court’s judgement which
guashed the FIR agalnst law-
makers Nishikant Dubey and
Mano) Tiwari, the Supreme
Courton Tuesday sald BJF MPs
il not be prosecutad In connec-
tion with an FIR of Jharkhand
police for allegedly forcing the
Deopghar alr traffie control to al-
low their aircrafl to take off af-
ter sunset thiee vears ago,

A twojudee bench of Justic-
s Dipankar Datta and Mammo-
han passed the arder on Tues
day. after hearlng an appeal
Aled by the state government
challenging the Jharkhand
High Court judgment. The
bench, however, granied the
state government the liberty to
forward the material collected
diwing its probe o the author
ised officer under the Aireraft
Act within four weeks,

“We permit the state of
Jharkhand to forwand the ma-
terials collected by It during
investigation to such an au-
tharized officer under the Air
craflt Aect, 1834 withln four
weelks, who shall take a deck
sion in accordance with law as
o whether a complaint needs
i b files] under the Aircraf
Act, 1% and the rules framed.’
said Justlee Manmohan, pro

SC stays case
against Congress MP

The Supeme Cowt stayed
proteedings against Congress
MP Imm=an Pratapgarhl, booked
In lamnagar, Gujarat,
for allegedty posting an
edited video of a provocative
song. A bench sswed
natice to the Gujarat
government and
complainant Kishanbhal
Deepakbhal Nanda on
an appeal filed by
Pratapgarhi

Ad-hoc far
:rﬁ'nlnl{ll:l:l:

The 5C on Tuesday suggested
the appointment of ad-hoc
|judgesin high courts to deal
with the huge pendency of
criminal appeals. A speciasl
bench referred to the data on
pendency of criminal
cases in several high
courts and sabd in
Allahabad High Cowt
alone there wen
3,000 criminal
appeals pending,

nouncing the judeement

Refusing to interfere with the
Jharkhand High Court’s ver-
diet, the apex court sald there
were no grounds to revive the
case under the Indian Penal
Code's Sectlons 441 (eriminal
trespass) amd 336 (endangering
life or personal safety of oth-
ersh Avcording to the prosecu-
tiomn, Dubey, Tiwari, and others
were acrused of pressuring the
ATC o allow thelr take ofl.

The Jharkhand government
had contended that the ATC
nrea s a protected zone
and these two lawmuke s alleg-
edly Nouted rules at the partic-
ulnr arca,

In H@23, the Jharkhand HC
had guashed the FIR against
Dubey and Tiwarl concerning
the ATS clearance lssue at De-
oghar airport. It was chal-
lenged by the Jharkhand govi
in the apex court seeking a di-
rection for revival of the case
against the two leaders,

The FIR was registered fol-
lowing instructions from the
Deoghar deputy com missioner
The Jharkthand police filed o
FIR againsi pilot of the char-
tered plane, Dubey, Tiwari and
others for allegedly pressuring
afficials gt the airport o clear
their chartered Might for take
off on the ndght of August 31

SC dismisses ED
plea challenging
bail to Bhujbal

SUCHITRA KALYAM WOHANTY
L Maw Dalti

IM a partial relief w [ormer
Maharashira Deputy Chilef
Minister and current NCP
MLA Chhagan Bhujbal, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday re
jected the ED's plea challeng
ing his bail in a money-lann
dering case.

A two-judge bench of Justic-
e Abhay 5 Okaand Ugial Bhuy-
an also rejected Bhujbal's plea
challenging his arrest in the
matter; While rejecting Bhu-
Jbal’s plea, the bench satd, “You
were releassd on hail in 20048 in
the ED case. [t is not necessary
1o go Into the question of the {1
legality of his(Bhujbal) arrest
at the present stage.”

On May 4, 2018, the Bombeay
HC granted hail to Bhujhal in
the money laundering case
The order was challenged by
the ED in the SC through 4 Spee-
cinl Leave Petition

Rejecting ED's plea, the S5C
gaid as the onders were passed
in 2018, no case for interference
is made ot at thisstage
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This decentralised ID

AIRLINE TRAVEL IN INDIA

Digi Yatra says it is
one of the largest
successful
Implementations of
this blockchain-
based tech

Amin Ali

ost of those who have

used it, love the Digi

Yatra app. No more fish-

ing out some govt ID,

nd possibly losing it in

the hurry to catch a flight. No hunt-

ing to find vour boarding pass. Just

stand in front of a camera at the ter-
minal entrance, and you are in.

Siddharth Sharma, head of IT

operations at Digi Yatra Foundation,

says the usage numbers are stagger-

ing - 8 million downloads and used

over 38 million times across 24 air-

ports in just 22 months. “It is one of

the largest successful implementa-

tions of self-sovereign identity or

decentralised ID,” he says.
Self-sovereign identity is a digital
identity model that allows users to

Digi Yatra is being looked
at by international
bodies like IATA and ICAO as an

example of achieving
successful, at scale, and
volume roll out of digital travel
and identity credentials.

Siddharth Sharma | Heap, i1
OPERATIONS, DIGI YATRA FOUNDATION

control their online information.
The Digi Yatra app, Sharma says,
does digitally what the attested pho-
tocopy of vesteryears would do. Like
the latter, it's a certified proof. The
app combines and automates the
process that involves two documents
at the airport — boarding pass and
government id (which is proof of
identity) - and which are physically
checked by CISF personnel.

How the process works

To register on the app, you follow the
standard eKYC approach of entering
your Aadhaar number, receiving an

/8.

DIGI YATRA FOUNDATION TEAM: Standing (L-R): Viveck Karwanyoon (CFOQ), Siddharth Sharma (head IT operations), Tejaswi

tech iIs easing

e

(QA lead), Suresh Khadakbhavi (CEO), Ram Kunchur (tech advisor to CEO and former product innovation head), Anil
(consultant), Kumarijit (AWS cloud lead); Sitting (L-R): Nitika Bajwa (lead business consultant), Ashwini Abhijit (EA to CEQ)

OTP on the registered phone, and
authenticating vourself with the
OTP. Once you authenticate, UIDAI
sends your Aadhaar details to the
phone. Privacy, Sharma says, 1s at the
Foundation’s core, so the app takes
minimum required information.

“For the use case of the airport,
we only need your name, your age,
which will come from date of birth,
and your gender. We don’t need your
Aadhaar number so we take only the
masked Aadhaar number. The Aad-
haar image is also taken with just
one purpose - to validate proof of
presence, because we want to vali-
date that it is indeed you who are
doing the registration,” he says.

To validate your presence, you
are asked to take a selfie. This data
is sent to a facial matching engine
wherein your image will be validated
with the Aadhaar image. If these two
images match, everything is sent to
the Digi Yatra backend, where a
“digital stamp’ will be put onto the
Aadhaar information collected. This

Digi Yatra is currently

available only in English,
but will soon support all 22
official languages. We are also
planning to introduce an Al

chatbot capable of rich
interactions. It will assist users
with enrollment and respond
to general queries.

is called a VC, or verified credential.

This verified credential, Sharma
says, is sent back to the user’s phone,
and sits in the Digi Yatra wallet.
“Whatever was used to create this is
then immediately purged - no data
is retained in the central ecosystem.
We have no database,” he says.

In the concept of decentralised,
or self-sovereign id, this is called a
trust triangle. “This trust triangle
includes the holder, which is you, the
1ssuer, which 1s Digi Yatra Founda-
tion, and the verifier, which is the
airport. Now, airports will do an API

(application programming interface)
handshake with our ecosystem,
wherein every time you travel, you
will share the VC with the airport
directly from yvour phone. We will
only establish a safe connection be-
tween the two to talk to each other;”
Sharma says.

The second document vou show
is the boarding pass. Just before
travel, you scan the boarding pass,
or upload a PDF of it. Here also,
there's privacy by design -only those
details that are needed are taken.
“We only take what is there in the
QR code on the boarding pass,” Shar-
ma says, “because it follows a stand-
ard that all airlines follow globally.”
It consists of basic details - vour
name, seat number, PNR, day of
travel, origin destination and se-
quence number.

Then, the name on this ismatched
with the name on the VC. If these
match, the boarding pass gets linked.
This data is shared only with the
origin airport, which will keep it in

‘Privacy by design’ is
core to Digi Yatra. There
IS no data which is centrally

stored in the ecosystem. Out
of the 8 million users, we don't
know anyone.

their biometric gallery. At the termi-
nal entrance, when you stand before
the camera, in seconds, your real-
time face at the airport is matched
with the VC image shared with the
airport. And once this is matched, a
request goes to the airline system to
validate that you are there on today’s
flight. “If a ves' comes, the gate
opens,” Sharma says.

No data stored

RQuestions were raised recently
whether other governmental au-
thorities would have access to the
travel data. Sharma says the data
shared with the airport is deleted
from their biometric gallery within
24 hours of your flight's departure.
Users, he says, can opt-out by delet-
ing the app, leaving no data trail.

We plan to implement
more ID options like
driver’s license and passport
for creating verified
credentials. Passport
integration will be a step
towards introducing Digi Yatra
for international flows,
covering both foreign nationals
for domestic travel and for
international travel between
two countries. To achieve this,
Digi Yatra is working on
functionalities like reading NFC
chip based e-passport, and API-
based integration with
passport APIs.

Self-sovereign identity uses
blockchain technology for certifi-
cates and digital signatures on the
VC. It uses facial recognition technol-
ogy and Al while validating your
selfie with the Aadhaar image. There
is a machine learning element in the
algorithm used for identifying the
QR code in the boarding pass PDE.

“All of this adheres to W3C (World
Wide Web Consortium) standards,”
Sharma says.
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Wider Tunnel Road Under Runway

May Ease IGIA Terminal Transfers

DIAL Proposes Adding 6-Lane Underpass For Signal-Free Travel Between T1 & T3
CENTRE MAY BEAR 80% OF THE COST

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: DelhiInternation-
al Airport Ltd, which operates
Indira Gandhi International
Alrport, proposes to widen In-
dia’s only tunnel-road-under-
a-runway as part of a compre-
hensive plan to make the 7km
commute between Terminal 1
and Terminals 3/2 less painful
for transit flyers.

With T1 to start handling
four crore passengers an-
nually from this summer, the
volumeof transit trafficisset
to rise exponentially. To han-
dle this rush, DIAL has pro-
posed a Y-shaped flvover to
connect the Northern Access
Road with the roads leading
to Dwarka and to Dhaula
Kuan and Vasant Vihar.

The plan isto widen the ex-
isting 6-lane tunnel road
(three lanes for traffic going
in each direction) by adding a
new 6-lane underpass section.
The proposed flyover, mean-
while, will make travelling be-
tween T1 and T3 signal-free at
the currently choked NSG
junction. Coping with the in-
creased vehicular movement
will require widening of the
Northern Access Road link-
ing the two terminals.

The entire project is ex-
pected to cost Rs 300-350 crore.
DIAL has requested both Del-
hiand central govts for assist-
anceastheroadbelongstothe
state’s PWD. A person knowl-
edgeable about the develop-
mentsaid, “Itis proposed that

» |IGIA handled almost 8
crore passengers in 2024

> Airport's peak capacity is
estimated to touch 14 crore
per annum in next

)
"Pards ﬂ%
kg

few years From Terminal 1 road -+ Study recommends a
> Significant transit traffic Y-shaped flyover at the
exists between T3/2 & T1 5 choked NSG junction — that
> Air train still 3-4 years & leads to Dwarka, T1 & T3 for
away X > > those coming from Delhi — to
> Govt had asked DIAL to do ﬂfhﬂé g have signal-free movement
traffic study for congestion- P é&'
free airport connectivity, s
keeping 2034 traffic in mind £
(=]
> DIAL then appointed a =<
Japanese consultant for Existing — E‘:ﬂm‘l ]eadlntﬂlu
detailed traffic flow study 6-lane Be M'"d“
g
=
IGI Tunnel road
under runway n
between T1 & S
RU, T3 proposed to &
VWay be doubled by [E<H
adding 6 lanes
&
. 4 L
> DIAL has requested Delhi
govt to implement it. Road
belongs to PWD. State govt %
may bear 20% cost and “ards 1y, Total project to cost
balance 80% through dr3
Centre’s UD Fund 3300-350 crore
the state share of funds be senttothetwogovis.” tion” about the twin propos-

20% of the Centre though its
urban development fund,
80%. The request has been

The LG's office had writ-
ten to the state govt in Aug

2023 to take “appropriate ac-

als, “which are extremely
critical for improving con-
nectivity to IGIA”.

The airport handled eight
crore passengers in 2024 and
its peak capacity could touch
14 crore passengers annually
inthenextfew yearsonce T2is
demolished to make way for a
bigger T4. Some years ago, the
Centre had asked DIAL to un-
dertake a detailed traffic
study to be able to provide con-
gestion free connectivity to
IGIA factoring in 2034 traffic
volumes. DIAL accordingly
appointed Japanese consult-
ant Nippon Koei, which rec-
ommended the Y-shaped flyov-
er and wider Northern Access
Road as a “top priority™.

IGIA is among the world’s
busiest airports with distant
terminals that are not con-
nected by an automated peo-
ple mover like most other
global hubs that handle this
kind of footfall. The proposed
air train linking T3/2, Ti,
Aerocity and cargo city was
delayed by Covid and is still
3-4 years away from becom-
ingareality.

The last date for sendinga
request for proposal for this
project is learnt to be Feb-
end. “DIAL proposes to im-
plement an elevated cum at-
grade automated people mov-
er system at Delhi Airporton
design, build, finance, oper-
ateand transfer model. (This)
1s intended to provide relia-
ble,fast and seamless connec-
tivity between T1 and T3/2
spanning route length of
around 7.7 km via Aerocity
and cargo city,” DIAL's ten-
der document says.
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SC upholds HC's
order to junk FIR
against BJP MPs
in Deoghar case

New Delhi: SC Tuesday dis-
missed Jharkhand govt plea
and upheld HC’s decision to
guash an FIR against BJP MPs
Nishikant Dubey, Manoj Ti-
wari, and other personsrelated
to the 2022 Deoghar airport in-
cldent where allegedly the Air
Traffic Control
(ATC) was
forced to give
clearance for an
unscheduled
chartered flight.
Raising

questions on how police can
conduct investigation for viola-
tion of Aircraft Act, a bench of
Justices A S Oka and Manmo-
han asked the state to forward
the materials collected during
investigation to the authorised
officer who can take a decision
whether a complaint against
MPs needed to be filed under
the Act. FIR wasregisteredona
complaint by the in-charge of
security at the Deoghar air-
port. The MPs had allegedly
forced Deoghar ATC personnel
tocleartheir chartered flight to
take off after the scheduled
permitted time on Aug 31, 2022,
in violation of security proto-
col at airports. T
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‘ Sunny.Baski@timesafindia.com

fter the successful trans-
formation of Cherlap
I ally railway terminal,

as many as 12 stations
across the city are set for compre-
hensive upgradation at a cost of
2,000 crore. These stations will be
enhanced to match the facilities
typically found in domestic air-
ports, officials said.
Apart from Secunderabad, Hy-
derabad and Kacheguda, which
are major rail terminals, smaller
stations such as Begumpet, Hi-Tec
City, Hafizpet, Malakpet, Malkajgi-
ri, Uppuguda and Yakutpura are
now being revamped with modern
amenities, Among them, SCR has
accorded priority to Begumpet sta-
tion, ghven its strategic location.

City rail stations to get 32k cr upgrade with facilities akin to airports

Some upgrades include aes-

thetic entrances, wider roads for

smooth access, dedicated pedestri-
an pathways, well-planned park
ing, improved lighting, landscap-
ing, local art and culture, a second
entry for the station building and
circulating area as per feasibility,
high-level platforms and platform
shelters, high-quality public an-
nouncement svstems and LED
name boards.

“We are conducting a techni-
cal and economic viability assess-
ment for upgrading Kacheguda
474 crore) and Lingampally
stations (2310 crore) following the
Cherlapally model, incorporating
additional railway tracks, coach
maintenance facilities and im-
proved passenger amenities.” said
a senior SCR official.

MODERN SECUNDERABAD
RAILWAY STATION BY '26
Daily trains ‘ Daily footfall

180 |15 lakh

@ Two new G+3 buildings on north and
soulh 5|de of the station

° Centrallsed passenger amenities

e Spaces for retail, cafeterias, and
recreational facilities

® 5,000 kWp solar power plant

Piea: Chitti Babu

Enhanced

eMulti-level and ur!dEfgruund parking
e Walkways ® New FOBs »Skyways

® Travelators e Escalators

Objective is to redevelop and regenerate the core area W|th multi-modal

integration, seamless transfer, connectivity, convenient pick-up and
drop-off areas, mobility & adequate parking facilities to decongest the
circulating area and integrate with the city road network

—Railway official
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Al Express adds 30kg
free checked baggage
on select flights

AlR INDIA EXPRESS on Tuesday
said checked-inbaggage
allowance has beenincreased to
30 kilograms from 20 kilograms
for passengers on its flights to the
Middle East and Singapore.The
airline also offers an additional
complimentary checked-in
baggage allowance of 10 kgfor
families travelling with infants.o

DGCA and ICAO
work together on air
mobility future

AVIATION WATCHDOG
DGCA is working with
ICAD and other civil

aviation authorities to
study the latest changesin the
regulatory framework for
advanced air mobility, its chief
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai said on
Tuesday and also emphasised
that innovation cannot be at the
cost of safety.
< FE BUREAU & AGEMNCIES

FINANCIAL EXPRES.

READTO LEJ
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Govt. begins search for
trial sites for air taxis

Jagriti Chandra
BEW DELHI

The Centre has begun the
task of identifying trial
sites for air taxis or elec-
tric-vertical take off and
landing (eVTOL) aircralt,
Officials said the wvisits
covered  “Gujarat and
another State”, and are be-
ing carried out by an exp-
ert team of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCAY, Ministry of Civil

Aviation, Adrports Authori-
ty of India and industry
plavers in eVTOL space.

"W are looking at a reg-
ulatory sandbox within In-
dia. DGCA officials have
started field visits o firm
up sites where trials can
take place,” Vumlunmang
Vualnam, Secretary, Minis-
try of Civil Aviation, said at
the Urban Air Mobility Ex-
po organised by the Con-
federation of Indian Indus-
try (CII.
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Cape Town Convention to ease
aircraft leasing: Aviation secy

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@htlive.com

GREATER NOIDA: The govern-
ment is set to soon approve the
Cape Town Convention to make
it easier to lease and buy aircraft
inIndia, ministry of civil aviation
secretary Vumlunmang Vual-
nam said on Tuesday.

.. work is in progress on the
bill or the law to ratify the Cape
Town convention.and our
Union Cabinet has approved it. It
will go to the Parliament, and we
are hopeful that sooner rather
than later, the Cape Town con-
vention will have a legal lighting
inIndia, it will become enforcea-
ble in India, greatly supporting
the leasing and acquiring of air-
craft for our companies here.. So
the legal framework- the regula-
tory framework, is a good foun-
dation that we are on,” he said.

He also mentioned that the
Aircraft Act of 1934 was
amended last year, effective Jan-
uary 1 this year, to address the
modern needs of the aviation
sector. " The revised legislation,
now titled Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam, focuses on redefin-

Vumlunmang Vualnam,
secretary, ministry of civil
aviation,

ing regulatory frameworks and
encouraging state-of-the-art
design, manufacturing, and
maintenance,” he added.

Speaking about the growth in
Indian aviation at the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry’s (CII)
International Conference on Air
Mobility, Vualnam said that the
number of air passengers has
grown 10 times in the last 10
years, from 160 million to 380
million in 2024.

Faiz Ahmed, director general,
DGCA said that the regulator is
working with International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO)
and other international regula-
tory agencies tointegrate the lat-
est technologies (in advanced air

mobility ecosystem of the coun-
try). “As a safety regulator, it is
DGCA'’s mandate to see innova-
tion does not come at the cost of
safety”, he said.

Vualnam said, “..Ten years
ago, we had 160 million air pas-
sengers and reached 380 million
throughput of air passengers last
year...we are on a strong founda-
tion of growth and by the year
2047 there will be 3500 million
passengers.”

Speaking of the foundation of
the airport infrastructure, Vual-
nam said that the number of air-
ports in India have grown, and
the government projects that by
the time India reaches peaks in
Bharat, 2047 India will have 350
airports climbing from the 159
that we have today.

Discussing the rationale
behind projecting growth in air
travel in India, Vualnam said,
“Some may wonder why such
numbers, but it's really based on
the air passengers that we esti-
mate.” He said that currently,
people in India take only 0.13 air
trips per person each year,
which is much lower compared
to other countries.
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Busy Bee retreats from Go First
bid amid liquidation process

AT TSI T T
krishna. yadivs@lvermnLoom
NEW DELHI

sy Heve Aoy P, Lied,
B former badder for bank
rupt airline Go First, on
Tuesday withdrew its plea
challenging the 18 Deceniber
decision of thie Natienal Com
pany Law Tnbunal (NCLT)
reserving  the liquidation
order. During a bearing in the
NCLT on Tuesday, the com
pany expressed ils interest to
submit a resolution plan to
acquire the prounded carmier.
The bidder also filed a plea
requesting the tribunal 1o
direct the resclution profes
sicimal (HP and the committes
of creditors (CoC) to halt any
liquidation-related actions,
Sincethe NCLT hod already
prssied s lieguicdation order for
Cim First om 20 Jamuary, the bid
derwithdrow its plea, stating it
wiortth explore other optians for
refief. Initsplen, Busy Bee Air
wiatys also sought updated and
comprehensive details abson
o First, s requiested inemails
dated 6 May 20024, 27 May

L
MELT passed the liguidation
order on 20 january. i

024 1 June 2021, and 2 July
X2l The bidder now has the
option to move the National
Company Law Appellite Tn

bunal (NCLAT), challenging
the lquidation order.

Busy Bee Airways, mapority
owned by Nishant Pitti and
linkesd to Spicelet chairman
and managing director Ajay
Singh, had proviously
ecpressed inlerest inacouiring
the insodvent airdine but with
dhrewy s bid after Go First was
lefi without any operational
airerall. The firmwas incorpo
rated om 9 April 2007 in Delhi

with apaid -up capital of 1 Likh,
according to data from the
mi sty of corponpe affrs,

Media reports suggest that
the consortiom of Ajay Singh
andl Nishant Pitti had repont
edly affered 4 bid of approxe
mately 11,500 crore for Go
First, compared Lo an earlier
offer of 1LG600 crore. The
group had also raised its
uprfront payment propaosal 1o
1300 erare from U290 crore,
along with plans to use pro-
cewds froim an arbitration case
against enginge manfacturer
Pratt & Whitnov tosettledebis
owed to financial creditors.

This bid was submitted in
theirpersonal capacities, while
another bid was musde by Jaid
eep Mirchandani-owned Sky
Ome Airwayvs, However, the lat
ter bid was reportedly with
drawn after the Delhi high
court rukbing on 26 April which
allowed lessors to repossess all
4 Gio First aircraft on lease,
feaving the airline withoot
planes and rendering it an
unviable assel.

Foran extended version of the
oy, go o livermint.com
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NCLT orders liquidation of Go First

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) has ordered the lig-
uidation of Go First, marking
the final chapter for the budget
airline that ceased operations
in May 2023. The decision,
detailed in a 15-page order on
Monday, comes after months of
unsuccessful attempts to find a
viable resolution for the finan-
cially troubled carrier.

The tribunals decision
largely hinged on the unani-
mous recommendation from
the Committee of Creditors
{CoC), which voted with 100
per cent approval for liquida-
tion. In its ruling, the NCLT

emphasised that it found “no
merit in interfering with the
commercial wisdom of the
CoC," acknowledging the com-
mittee’s authority to make lig-
uidation decisions at any point
after its formation and before
confirming a resolution plan.
Despite attracting poten-
tial investors during the insol-
vency resolution process,
including Busy Bee Airways

(backed by SpiceJet chief Ajay
Singh) and Sharjah-based Sky
One, no successful resolution
emerged. Adding to the air-
line’s challenges, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) deregistered all 54 air-
craft in Go First’s fleet during
the process.

The airline’s journey, which
began in 2005 with its inau-
gural Mumbai-Ahmedabad
flight, spanned over 17 years
of operations. Go First, origi-
nally launched as Go Air, had
ambitious expansion plans, evi-
denced by two separate orders
of 72 Airbus A320 neo aircraft
each—one in 2011-12 and
another in 2016-17.

Continued on P&

NCLT orders

The carrier achieved a sig-
nificant milestone in 2018-19 by
launching international operations.

However, financial troubles
plagued the airline in its final years.
The company reported substan-
tial losses in the fiscal year ending
March 2023, with total losses reach-
ing approximately Rs 1,800 crore,

including Rs 800 crore in notional
losses due to accounting standards.
The collapse of Go First, which
operated for nearly two decades,
leaves a void in the market and
raises questions about the sustain-
ability of low-cost carriers in India’s
competitive aviation landscape.



AIF‘:FUH ISAUT HUFHT“! OF iNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FASHTEIYA SAHARA DELHT 22 JBNUARY 2025

e TR 2R
¥ wnfea gnft 3w

T | FEE ¥ S T
o 5 2025 F WA
it SR T g W
I T2 e S
B 14 e 7 T T
Sl ST FEsTE
T T T AR
ST e e A
T w2 R I
AAE A HIER F FE, 5 H 14
TR T T 5 T e
VAR &5 58 A I a9
i SR TAETE T
A e g

oI BT | T AR H
ST R 2 o 2025 %
o B T R | 3 3 A
wem e R A R T S
FrFH § TEEE F IR
Hafm e 4 # | T
A A = e T S
T e # e A e
i & =M 3T e A I
¥ 1 o & e | 2ef
FEEFA L



AIRF’UHFSAUIH F-?th' OF iNUlﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHT 22 JANUARY 202%

s s e
ferrEt, arerame o & drE

Thifted | F351 I a1 0%
TR TR F T F

T fare T s 3w
& U e | o are
qfeT A =A== i b
T e R FI AR 2
foren me-fomn gerey 4
TR 3 forard | == =
IEA Y A i F G FR A
il a1 91 36 T T

T g 8 | 7= 1 33W |
Tl 72 A o & g
TAEE T I F T A5
T SHE & UF SR o
P T | fe A, 9
H B S a1 9Ee
R Ayl qeEnE 3 53
@ o1 3 3 3 ¥ fou
T TE U9 TS @ 91



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAPH KOLKATA 21 JANUARY 2025

NCLT
orders
Go First
liquidation

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai: The National Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT)on
Monday ordered the liguida-
tion of budget carrier Go First,
which stopped flying nearly
three vears ago.

In May 2023, the airline had
filed for a voluntary insolven-
cv resolution process.

END GAME

In a 15-page order, the

NCLT bench said the appli-
cation filed by Shailendra
Ajmera, the resolution profes-
sional of Go Airlines (India),
“is allowed by ordering liqui-
dation of the corporate debt-
or”,
On July, 23, 2024, the air-
Tifne's commitiee of dréditors
(Coc)had with 100 per cent vot-
ingshare decided-fo lgquidate
the corporate debtor.

They authorised resolu-
tion professional to move an
appropriate application before
the tribunal for liquidation.

The NCLT said CoC is em-
powered to make the decision
to liquidate the corporate
debtor, any time after its con-
stitution and before confirma-
tion of the resolution plan.

“It is well settled that the
decision taken by the CoC for
liquidation in commerdal wis-
dom of the CoC should not be
interfered with by the Adjudi-
cating Authority. Further, the
resolution for liguidation of
the corporate debtor was ap-
proved by the CoC with 100 per
cent voting. Therefore, this
Adjudicating Authority sees
no merit in interfering with
the commercial wisdom of the
CoC," it noted.

During insolvency resolu-
tion, there were at least two
bidders - Busy Bee Airways,
along with SpiceJet chiel Ajay
Singh, and Sharjah-based avi-
ationentity Sky One.

Travel portal Ease-
MyTrip's co-founder Nishant
Pitti was the majority share-
holder in Busy Bee Airways.
The resolution process also
saw the aviation regulator
DGCA deregistering 54 air-
craftof Go First

Section 33(2) of IBC pro-
vides the adjudicating au-
thority shall pass an order for
liquidation of the corporate
debtor, if CoC by more than 66
per cent of votes pass the reso-
lution for lguidation.
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Hyd-based Cyient,
Deutsche Aircraft
expand partnership

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: In what marks
anexpansion of its ongoing
strategic partmership with
Deutsche Aircraft, Hydera-
bad-based engineering ser-
vices provider Cyient Ltd
on Monday said it secured a
multi-year contract from
the German aircraft manu-
facturer to manage the ad-
vanced technical documen-
tation for its 4l-seater regio-
nal turboprop, the D32%eco.
Cylent Ltd is now re-
sponsible for managing the
technical documentation to
support the product lifecy-
cle of safety-critical avia-
tion systems for the
DazBeco. “The solution will
support Deatsche Ajreraft’s
global customer base witha
modular and scalablearchi-
tecture, personalised user
experience, faster time to

market, and worldwide ac-
cess through any device,”
Cyient said.

While the contract is ex-
pected to strengthen Cyi-
ent's position as a trusted
partner in the Indian and
European aerospace mar-
kets, for Deutsche Aireraft,
it marks a major step in its
‘Make in India’ mission.

“We are excited to furt-
her strengthen our collabo-
ration with Deutsche Air-
craft by contributing to
another critical milestone
for the D328eco alrcraft de-
velopment,” said Cyient ex-
ecutive vice chairman and
MD Krishna Bodanapu.
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