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Coin, pocket-friendly cafe to be launched
to mark hundred years of Kolkata Airport

KOLKATA: The Airports Kolkata airport. of 1566.3 acres of land and a
Authority of India (AALI) ‘UDAN Yatri Cafe’ It will offer a curated built-upareaof2,30,000sqm,
has lined up a series of ini- Ml be | el menu with affordable pric-  NSCBI Airport is equipped
tiatives, including release of will b€ launche ing, ensuring that passengers  to serve 26 million passen-
a commemorative stamp, a have access to quality foodat  gers annually and caters to

coin and memorabilia to cel-
ebrate 100 years of Kolkatas
NSCBI Airport.

A pocket-friendly eatery,
named “UDAN Yatri Cafe”
will also be launched at the
airport as a pilot project,
the AAI said in a statement
on Thursday.

Besides, a coffee table
book showcasing India’s cul-

tural heritage reflected in
modern airport architec-
ture will also come up on the
occasion,

According to sources
at the airport, the cafe will
be inaugurated on Decem-
ber 21, on the opening day
of the three-month-long
celebrations to commem-
orate 100 years of flying at

a cost-effective rate, enhanc-
ing their travel experience.
The commemorative
coin, stamp and other mem-
orabilia will, however, be
issued during the closing cer-
emony on March 29, 2025,
The coffee table book will be
launched during the closing
event, the sources said.
Spreading across an area

around 49 domestic and 15
International destinations.
Established in 1924 as Dum
Dum Airport, Kolkata Air-
port pioneered Indian avia-
tion by hosting the Bengal
Flying Club (1929), becom-
ing one of the first jet service
hubs (1964) and opening its
first dedicated airline cargo
terminal in 1975. NGENCIES
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Kolkata’s Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International
Airport is set to celebrate its centenary on 21 December

AGENCIES
MNEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER
Kolkata's Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International Airport
isset to celebrate its centenary
on December 21, with the
grand event will be inaugu-
rated by Union Minister of
Civil Aviation Rammohan
Naidu Kinjarapu.

The landmark occasion
will be attended by Murdidhar
Mohol, Union Minister of
State for Civil Aviation and
Cooperation; Prof Saugata
Roy, Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha); Vumlunmang
Vualnam, Secretary, Ministry
of Civil Aviation; Vipin Kumar,
Chairman, Airports Authority
of Indiaand other respected
dignitaries, the Airport Author-
ity of Indiastated in a release.

The celebration will reflect
on the rich legacy of the
airport while showcasing its
pivotal role in shaping the
future of Indian aviation.

According to the release,
abudget-friendly cafe named
"UDAN Yatri Cafe" will also
be launched at the NSCBI
Airport, Kolkata as a pilot

projectsupporting the trans-
formative initiatives by MoCA
and AAL

The cafe will offer a curated
menu with affordable pricing,
ensuring that passengers
have access to quality food
at a cost-effective rate,
enhancing their travel expe-
rience.

Aseries ofinitiatives have
also been planned including
the release of a commemo-
rative stamp and coin to hon-
our the 100 years of Kolkata
Airportalong with the launch
of a coffee table book show-
casingIndia’s cultural heritage
reflected in modern airport
architecture.

Spreading acrossanarea
of 1566.3 acres ofland and a
built-up area of 2,30,000 5qm,
NSCBI Airport is equipped
to serve 26 million passengers
annually and caters to around
49 domesticand 15 Interna-
tional destinations.

In the vibrant heart of
Kolkata, where tradition
meets innovation, stands the
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport (NSCBI
Airport)--a gateway that has
shaped India’s aviation jour-
ney for a hundred years and
is also an enduring symbol
of resilience, progress, and
connectivity.

Established in 1924 as

Dum Dum Airport, Kolkata
Airport pioneered Indian avi-
ation by hosting the Bengal
Flying Club (1929), becoming
one of the first jet service
hub (1964) and opening its
first dedicated airline cargo
terminal in 1975.

It was renamed as Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airportin 1995and
its New Integrated Terminal
which was inaugurated in
2013 blends heritage with
innovation, cementing its
status as the gateway to East
and Northeast India.

The Airport also drives
economic growth, supporting
businesses through robust
air-freight services including
a state-of-the-art cargo ter-
minal that connects eastern
India into the world.

As AAl's Kolkata Airport
celebrates 100 years of its
service to the nation, it stands
as a glittering monument to
the city of joy. Fromits humble
origins to its place among
the world's great aviation
hubs, Kolkata Airport has
been abridge between people,
cultures, and nations.
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UPraises land acquisition rate for
Jewar International Airportby 39%

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 20 December

Taking a major pro-farmer stance, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced a nearly
39 per cent hike in the land acquisition rate for the
under-construction Jewar
International Airport in Greater
Noida.

Against the prevailing land acqui-
sition rate of ¥3,100 per sq metre, the
CM announced that the rate would be
hiked to 34,300 per sq metre, a hike of
38.7 per cent.

Apart from the upfront land acqui-
sition rate payable to the land owners
and farmers, the nodal agency Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development Authority
(YEIDA) would also incur the applicable interest pay-
ments.

At the same time, the government would also
facilitate the resettlement of the affected farmers,
apart from the self-employment and employment
opportunities to the families.

The Jewar airport is being developed by Swiss
major Zurich Airport International (Zurich AG).

Yogi was interacting, at his official residence, with
the farmers whose land parcels are to be acquired
for the final phase of the flagship Jewar International
Airport project.

At the meeting, he directed the YEIDA CEO to

metre

Against the rate
of ¥3,100 per sq
metre, the (M
announced that

the rate would
be 4,300 persq

take urgent measures for providing relief to
the farmers.

So far, nearly 1,334 hectares or roughly 3,300 acres
ofland has been seamlessly acquired for the project,
which is expected to transform the industrial and
infra landscape of UP.

The Jewar aviation hub is likely
to facilitate big-ticket investment in
the region, and catalyse a slew of
industries including new age sec-
tors of data centres.

Meanwhile, the CM said in the
next 10 years, the Jewar region would
be the most prosperous and devel-
oped area in India.

He said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would inaugurate the airport,
positioned to be one of the biggest in Asia, next year.

On December 9, a test flight was conducted at
Jewar before the runway is commissioned in the next
few months after a series of trials and tests.

Once inaugurated, the first phase of the airport
comprising one runway would have the capacity to
service 12 million passengers annually.

By 2030, the passenger handling capacity of the
airport would be ramped up to 30 million with
WO runways.

In the second phase, a third runway would be
developed over 1,365 hectares, followed by fourth
and fifth runways over 1,318 hectares and 735 hec-
tares respectively.
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TG tourism
info centre at
RGI Airport

DC CORRESPON
HYDERABAD, DEC. 19

Tourism and cultural
affairs minister Jupally
Krishna Rao inaugurat-
ed the Telangana tou-
rism information centre
at Rajiv Gandhi Int-
ernational Airport on
Thursday. The centre
aims to attract domestic
and international tou-
rists while showcasing
the state's rich heritage,
cultural diversity and
natural beauty The
minister said that the
TG Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation was
launching innovative
projects to enhance the
experience for visitors.
The newly established
center will provide com-
prehensive information
on the state’s prominent
heritage sites, eco-
friendly hotels, tour
packages, reservations,
and route maps for trav-
elers. The centre will be
open daily from 6 am to
10 pm. The event was
attended by corporation
chairman Patel Ramesh
Reddy, Gadwal MLA
Bandla Krishna Mohan
Reddy, managing direc-
tor Prakash Reddy,
department  director
Jendage Hanumanthu
Kondiba and GMR CEO
Pradeep Panicker.
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Jewar airport to

be inaugurated in
April by PM Modi’

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath on
Friday announced that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the Noida Interna-
tional Airport in Jewar, and
reiterated that the airport will
be ready for operations by
April 2025.

“PM Modi will inaugurate
Asia’s largest airport, the Noida
International Airport in Jewar,
in April,” chief minister Aditya-
nath said, during a dialogue in
Lucknow with farmers who
have contributed their land for
the facility.

Spread across 1,334 hectares,
the airport — a flagship project
of the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment — is situated along the
Yamuna Expressway, and will
be the second major airport in
the National Capital Region
(NCR) after Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport.

On December 9, an Airbus
A320 plane from the 1GI air-
port landed at the Noida Inter-
national Airport, marking a
crucial step in the commence-
ment of commercial operations
at the facility.

The IndiGo flight, designated
a validation flight, was con-
ducted to verify the airport’s
approach procedures, the accu-
racy and functionality of its
navigational aids and air traffic
control systems.

CM Adityanath referred to
the flight validation test and
said that the facility will help
bring “unprecedented prosper-
ity” to the region.

“The successful completion
of validation flight on Decem-
ber 9 has paved the way for
commercial operations to com-
mence in April 2025. This air-
port will not only connect Uttar

YOGI ADITYANATH
<
This airport will not only
connect UP to the
world, but also

transform Jewar
into a global hub

of economic
and industrial
activities

HT

Pradesh to the world, but also
transform Jewar into a global
hub of economic and industrial
activities,” he said.

“The airport will bring
unprecedented prosperity to
the region. By 2040, it will have
the capacity to handle 70 mil-
lion passengers annually, and
its world-class infrastructure
will place it among the top air-
ports globally,” the Uttar Pra-
desh chief minister added.

The airport in Jewar, located
35km from Greater Noida
along the Yamuna Expressway,
is expected to have eight run-
ways once fully completed, and
will be double the size of the
Delhi airport, according to
Noida International Airport
Limited (NIAL) officials.

Concessionaire Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited, a fully owned subsidi-
ary of Swiss firm Zurich Inter-
national Airport AG, is build-
ing the airport for the Uttar
Pradesh government in a pub-
lic-private partnership model

in four phases, at a cost of
329,650 crore.

The first phase, costing
10,056 crore, is designed to
cater to 12 million passengers
annually. Zurich International
AG will manage the airport for
the next 40 years.

Highlighting farmers’ contri-
bution to the project, Aditya-
nath announced an increase in
compensation for land acquisi-
tion in the third phase — from
33,100 to 34,300 per square
metre. This development came
after several farmer groups in
Gautam Budh Nagar protested
over what they said was “inade-
quate compensation” for the
acquisition of land.

During the meeting, the chief
minister said that farmers will
receive interest as per rules,
with comprehensive arrange-
ments for their rehabilitation
and employment. He also
applauded the farmers of
Jewar, stating that they have
“set an example” of coopera-
tion and trust.
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Air India places
order for 34
trainer aircraft

Air India has placed an order
for 34 trainer aircraft, including
31 single engine planes, for its
flying training organisation
(FTO) in Maharashtra to come
next year. The order includes 31
single-engine aircraft from
piper aircraft in the US and
three twin-engine planes from
Austria-based Diamond
Aircraft, the airline said. The
FTO will help in building an
ecosystem of qualified pilots.
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SpiceJet to bring
back 3 grounded
planes by April

SpiceJet has entered into an
agreement with US-based
StandardAero that will provide
the services for operationalis-
ing the airline’s grounded
Boeing 737 MAX planes and
three of the aircraft are expect-
ed to return to service by April
2025, Seven Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft of the no-frills carrier
are on the ground. Standard-
Aero is a maintenance, repair
and overhaul services provider
for CFM LEAP-1B engines.
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Pilot unions seek February 15 deadline for duty hour norms

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumibai

Pilot unions want the Direct-
orate General of Civil Avi
ation (THGCA] to implement
the neew duty and rest norms
from February 15, 2025, and
have opposed airline pleas
for a phased roll our from
June 1,

The demand was put forth
it a meeting between DGCA
officials and pilot unions in
Dhelhi on Wednesday, This in-
cluded representatives of the
Indian Commercial Pilots
Association, the Indian Pi-

Iots Guild and the Federa-
tion of Indian Pilots. The
meeting was convened on
the directions of the Delhi
High Court, which wants air-
lines and pilots to forge a
eonsensus on timeky roll-oot
of the rules. Another meet-
ing is proposed next month
for the DGCA 1o submit its
VIEWS,

REST NORMS

In January, the DGCA intro-
duced new duty norms for
pilots. These provide 48
hours of weekly rest (instead
of the current 36) and re-
strict the number of fightsa

pilor can operate ar night.
The revised rules, which help
address issues of pilot fa
tigue, were to come into ef-
feet on June 1, but have been
put on hold by the regulator
due to objections from air-
lines. In its submission to the
DHGCA earlier this month, In
diGo proposad  Increasing
the weekly rest period from
36 to 40 hours from June. Air
[ndia =aid it is ready to in-
crease rest period o 48
hours from June.

IndiGo opposed & pro-
posed amendment to rules
governing night operations.
Under the revision, the num-

ber of landings a pilot can
make will be restricted to
rwo, and the definition of
night will be changed from
midnight to & um instead of
midnight to 5 am. IndiGo
said the proposed change
will have a severe opera-
tional impact and called for
the retention of the current
definition. Air India called
fior introduction of a fatigue
risk management system
(FEMS) and said that certain
regulations  peraining to
night duty, maximum duty
period, etc can be implemen-
ted fallowing its adoption,
“The revised mle which

introduces centain changes
W prescriptive  measures
such as new definitions of
night duty, increascd rest
periods, and additional con-
Sraints raises practical con
CCIrns. TI'I.-IZ‘.!{I.'! MEASUres are
best realised within an FRMS
framework that ensires on
ging monitoring and sci-
entific validarion,” Alr India
told THRCA this month, The
girfine has said that FRMS
will bring in a data driven ap-
proach 1o fatigue manage-
ment. Unions believe that
airlines are pitching FRMS as
a ploy to delav the roll ourt of
ncw rest hour normis.
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IndiGo expects to carry around
112 million passengers in 2024

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Airline major IndiGo expects
to carry around 112 million
(11.2 crore) passenpers in
the calendar year 2024, out-
doing its previous year's
record.

Last calendar vear, the air-
line muajor ferried over 100
million (10 crore) while 78
million passengers used its
fight services in 2022,

Ina LinkedIn post, the air
line"s Chief Executive Pieter
Elbers said 2024 was filled
again with amazing mile
stones. “IndiGo mrned 18,
launched IndiGoStreich &
lowaltw program, and ordered
Airbus  AZS0-900 widchody
aircraft,” Elbers said ina post
on LinkedIn. “Last year, we
welcomed 100 million+ cus-
tomers, this year would be
ower 112,000,000,

Ar present, ladiGo s
amongst the fastest-growing
airlines in the world,

GROWTH AMID ISSUES
Motably, the growth comes
on the hack of the airline fa-
cing enging issues which res-
ulted in grounding of around
&) aircraft.

However, capacity  aug-
mentation {read wet leasing)
measures have resulted in
the airline stahifising capa-
city. The airline extended
leases of some of the aircraft,
it had hrought in 1o shore up
cupacity,

On the operaticnal front,
the airline continues to open
new international routes and
densify domestic network,

Ag of now, IndiGo has a
fleet of over 390 aircraft, and
operates around 2,100 daily
flights, connecting  more
than 85 domestic and 35 in-
termational destinations,
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Spicelet to operationalise 3
grounded B737 MAX planes

Spicelet has entered into an agreement with US-based
StandardAero that will provide the services for operationalising
the airline's grounded Boeing 737 MAX planes and three of the
aircraft are expected to return to service by April 2025. Seven
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft of the no—frills carrier are onthe ground.
The airline has inked an agreement with MRO (maintenance,
repairand overhaul)services provider StandardAero forenabling
restoration of its grounded Boeing 737-8 MAX fleet. StandardAero
isalso a MRO services provider for CFM LEAP-1B engines, which
power Spicelet's Boeing 737 MAX planes. PTI
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Air India places
order for 34
trainer aircraft

Alr India has placed an order
for 34 trainer aircraft, including
31 single engine planes, for its
fiying training organisation
(FTO) in Maharashtra to come
next year. The order includes 31
single-engine aircraft from
piper aircraft in the US and
three twin-engine planes from
Austria-based Diamond
Aircraft, the airline said, The
FTO will help in building an
ecosystem of qualified pilots.
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SpiceJet settles dispute of over $16 million with Genesis

TDO NETWORK
MEW DIEL

Adrline Spicejet has settled
dispute of over USD 16
million with Dublin-head-
rquartered Genesis Adreraft
Services, commercial air-
craft leasing company, the
roanyxay stafed on Thursdoy:

Under the agreement,
Spicelet will pay Genesis
'S0 & million and Genesis
will soguire USD 4 million m
Spice et equity st a priceof Bs
100 per share, the compamy

added. The agreement will
alzo result in o significant
saving [or the airline as il
navigates a robust path to-
ward long-term growth,
The settbemend with Cenesis
underseores Spicejot’s contin-
ved comimitment fo restoring
nanctal stabdlity, achieving
operationsl resshence, and re-
ducing legal liahilities, Subject
o the settlement termis heing
satisfied, both parties have
agrreed o withdmow all vrggo-
ing litigations and disputes
refated to this matter at the

e
A NS
appropriate foroms.

Ajay Singh, Chairman and
Managing Direcior, Spicelet,
satiel, “This setilement nurks
ancther crucial step in our
journey towards financial
stability. We are pleased
o hawve resolved this mat-
ter amicably with Genesis
through constructive ne-

got iations. Thisagreement,
which includes Genesis ac-
ruiring an equity stalke in
Spicelet, will significantly
reduce our Anancial liabili-
ties and further sirengthen
our halanee sheet.” This
settlement follows a series
of successful resolutions
with sther lessors, inelud-
myg Horizon Avmtion, Engine
Lease Finance Corporation,
Adrcastle, Wilmington Trust
SP, Shunmon Enggine Support
Limited, Export Develop-
ment Canada, among others.
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Air India Exp
introduces
2 new routes
fromB'luru

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air In-
dia Express on Thursday an-
nounced a 25% increase in
its operations fromthe state
this winter. Having grown
from 380 to 475 weekly
flights from Karnataka last
year, the airline is introduc-
ing two new routes-con-
necting Bengaluru to Am-
ritsar domestically and to
Dammam, Saudi Arabia,
internationally.

Four weekly flights to
Amritsar, and three weekly
flights to Dammam will op-
erate beginning from De-
cember 27,

The airline recently com-
menced new services to
Indore and Sri Vijaya Pur-
am (Port Blair), increased
Bengaluru-Abu Dhabi
operations to daily flights,
Flights to Patna are set to
commence on January 15
I'EEXt}'t‘ﬂ]‘.

The airline has also ex-
panded operations at Man-
galuru Airport, introducing
new routes from the next
year to Pune, Singapore
and Delhi. Mangaluru will
now directly be connected
to Singapore, Bengaluru,
Delhi, Mumbai, Pune, and
eight destinations in the
Middle East.
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Air India Exp
introduces
2 new routes
from B'luru

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air In-
dia Express on Thursday an-
nounced a 25% increase in
itsoperations fromthe state
this winter. Having grown
from 380 to 475 weekly
flights from Karnataka last
vear, the airline is introduc-
ing two new routes—con-
necting Bengaluru to Am-
ritsar domestically and to
Dammam, Saudi Arabia,
internationally.

Four weekly flights to
Amritsar, and three weekly
flights to Dammam will op-
erate beginning from De-
cember 27,

The airline recently com-
menced new services to
Indore and Sri Vijaya Pur-
am (Port Blair), increased
Bengaluru-Abu Dhabi
operations to daily flights,
Flights to Patna are set to
commence on January 15
I'IE!(TZ_}'I‘.‘HI‘.

The airline has also ex-
panded operations at Man-
galuru Airport, introducing
new routes from the next
year to Pune, Singapore
and Delhi. Mangaluru will
now directly be connected
to Singapore, Bengaluru,
Delhi, Mumbai, Pune, and
eight destinations in the
Middle East.
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Christmas Trees Act: Lessor Alleges

SpiceJet Removed Aircraft Engines

Airline: Have returned
two aircraft, working
toreturnthree more

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: US-based Spectre Car-
go Solutions hasalleged through its
Irish affiliates that SpiceJet has re-
moved engines from the five Boeing
737 freighter planes it had leased to
theairline..

The airline, however, said that it has
already returned two aircraft to the
lessor and is working to return the
three grounded aircraft to service wit-
hin the first quarter of 2025.

It said that the two parties are also
working together to lease additional
aircraft.

“Further it must be pointed out that
yvou didn’t seek the approval of my cli-
ents before taking aforementioned ac-
tions and neither have you paid for the
use of my clients’ high value equip-

| g

ment and continue to use the equip-
ment without remunerating my cli-
ents for the same,” Sarin & Co, a law
firm representing three of Spectre
Cargo Solution’ associates—NG Gene-
sis Limited, NGF Charlie Limited,
NGF Alpha Limited—said in a notice
sent to Spicedet, a copy of which was
seen by ET. “Therefore, prima facie,
you are inter-alia guilty of theft.”

The practice of removing parts to ke-
ep another plane flying is commonly
known as turning the disused planes
into“Christmastrees”. Althoughrare,
the practice 1s most often linked to fi-
nancial difficulties. But according to
agreements between airlines and les-
sors, the planes have to be returned In
similar condition as they were when
originally leased.

Spicedet has gone through a severe fi-
nancial crisis, during which it defaul-
ted on payment of aircraftleaserentals
to multiple lessors. The Delhi High Co-
urt summoned seniorexecutivesof the
airline recently for failing to comply
with an earlier order to pay $6 million
toengine lessor Team France.

After a fundraising of 3,000 crore
through a qualified institutional place-
ment, however, the airline has been ab-
le to resolve some of the disputes. For
instance, on Wednesday; it said that it
had settled a dispute of around $16 mil-
lion with Dublin-headquartered Gene-
sis Aircraft Services. Under the agree-
ment, SpicedJet will pay Genesis $6 mil-
lion and Genesis will acquire $4 mil-
lion in SpiceJet equity at a price of 100
per share, the airline said.
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TO DISCUSS INCLUSION OFATFIN GST

GST Council to undertake
massive rates rejig today

® Fitment committee
recommendstax
cuts for fortified rice
kernels; UVs may
attract 22%b cess

PRIYANSH YERMA
Jaisalmer (Rajasthan),
December 20

THE GOODS AND Services Tax
(GST) Council will take up a slewof
recommendations from the rates
fitment committee, including
slashing of the tax on fortified rice
kernels,and a 22% cess on all util-
ity vehicles (UVs),on Saturday.

According to sources, the fit-
ment committee has recom-
mended slashing the GST on sup-
ply of all fortified rice kernels,
including that for use in PDS /wel-
fare schemes, to 5% from 1804 at

resent, and the tax on raisins
which are not pre-packed) to nil
from 5%.

“Therequest from industry was
for nil rate forfortified rice kernals
other than pre-packaged and
labelled ones, and a 5% rate to
apply on prepackaged and labelled
items," said a source.

Separately, the 33-member
Cente-state body may deliberate
onthe possible inclusion of avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF) under the
ambit of GST. Currently, ATF

- SLB‘E:.
INANCIAL EXPRESS https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76462948

READ TO LEAD

ON THE AGENDA

B The request from industry was
for nil rate for fortified rice

kernals other than pre-
packaged and labelled
ones, and a 5% rate to
apply on prepackaged
and labelled items \

mc tly, ATF LY
attr:lr:rtesnll% central s‘i:g
-1

excise duty, andvalue |
added tax (VAT), which
vanes across states

= -~

B In the recent years,
the Centre has garnered
annual revenue over

¥2,000 crfrom

excise duty on ATF

B Most of the states impose VAT on ATF between 1-5%, and only

a few - Bihar, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal Delhi, and Assam -
impose the tax at higher rates of 20-30%

attracts 11% central excise duty,
and value added tax (VAT), which
varies across states, Most of the
states impose VAT on ATF between
1-5%, and only a few—Bihar, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Delhi, and
Assam-impose the tax at higher
ratesof 20-30040,

“The Council is likely to discuss
theissue, but may not take adeci-
sion at the moment,” said another
source. In the recent years, the
Centre has garnered annual rev-
enue over 2,000 crore from
excise dutyon ATF.

The fitment committee has
recommended the Council to
exempt imports of several ‘sub-

21 December 2024

items’ of long-range surfacetoair
missile systems (LRSAM) from
Integrated GST (IGST) levy.

Currently, exemption from
basic customs duty (BCD) and
IGST is available on imports of
long-range surface to air missile
systems (LRSAM).

Butthe ministryof defence has
made arequest foramendment of
this entry to include “systems,
sub-systems, equipment, parts,
sub-parts, tools, test equipment,
software meant assembly/manu-
facture of LRSAM system’, said
the source.

Additionally, the fitment com-
mittee has suggested reducing the

GSTonsale of old and used electric
vehicles to 5% from 12% cur-
rently. old and used
petrol/diesel/CNG vehicles exceed-
ing engine capacity of 1,500 cc
attract 18% GST during sale.

Also, the committee has rec-
ommended the Council to clarify
that all utility vehicles (UVs) will
attract a 22% compensation cess
during sales, effective from July
26,2023 .“Ithas been represented
that there are different views ir
some jurisdictions regarding the
effective date of (the relevant!
amended entry,” said a source.

In the 50th Council meeting
held on July 26, the Council had
recommended that 2 2% cess will
be applicable to*all motorvehicles
known as utility vehicles by what-
ever name called, with engine
capacity exceeding 1,500 cc
length exceeding 4,000 mm and
ground clearance of 170 mm &
above.” Prior to this, only sports
utility vehicles (SUVs) attracted
the cess.

FE had reported earlier that
the Council is expected to take uf
the Group of Ministers' (GoM,
report of rate rejig of about 15C
items fordiscussion in the Satur-
day meeting.

Sources say, the rate rationali-
sation exercise — hiking rates or
someitems,while reducing on oth-
ers — isexpected to fetch Centre &
states an additional revenue of
around ¥22,000 crore per annum

¢
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Spicelet's 3
grounded

planes tofly
again by April

RAGHAY AGGARWAL
New Delhi, December 20

DOMESTIC CARRIER SPICEJET
on Friday said it is expecting three
ofits Boeing 737 MAX aircraft to
become operationalised by April
next year. The airline stated that it
hasparinered withUS-based MRO
E:mainte nance, repair, and over-
haul) provider StandardAero to
restore its Boeing 737-8 MAXfleet.
StandardAeroalso offers MRO ser-
vices for CFM LEAP-1B engines,
which power Spicefet'sBoeing7 37
MAX planes.

Spicefet currently has 36
groundedaircraft,including seven
Boeing 737 MAX planes. Theairline
aims to bring these planes back
intoservice by the endof 2026.

Earlier, Spicefet had signed an
agreement with CFM Interna-
tional—themanufacturer of LEAP-
1B engines—and the lessors forits
Boeing 737 MAXaircraft.

Spicelet chairman and manag-
ing director Ajay Singh said the
return of three fuel-efficient Boe-
ing 737 MAX planeswould provide
a significant boost to the airline’s
financial health.

‘INANCIAL EXPRESS @

READR TO LEAL
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InterGlobe Aviation
to extend $43 mn
loan to IFSC arm

PTI
NEW DELHI

InterGlobe Aviation Ltd, par-
ent of IndiGo, will provide a
loan of USD 43 million to its
wholly-owned  subsidiary
IndiGo [IFSC for aircraft
acquisition. InterGlobe
Aviation Financial Services
IFSC or IndiGo IFSC is regis-
tered at the GIFT City. Itis a
aircraft, aircraft engine and
ground support equipment
lessor. The board of
InterGlobe Aviation Lid on
Thursday approved the loan
of USD 4.3 million for the sub-
sidiary. according to a regula-
tory filing.
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Airlines seek more time for
revised flight duty norms

PT1

RALIMELAY NEW DELHI

IndiGo, Air India, Spicelet
and Air India Express have
sought more time for the
phased implementation ofthe
revised flight duty norms as
they flagged increased crew
requirements and emphz-
sised the need to put in place
fatigue risk management sys-
tem to monitor fatigue among
the pilots.

Sources said the airlines
have informed the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
[DGCA) that the norms can bhe
operationalised in a phased
manner starting from June

2025 at the earliest.

However, with the imple-
mentation horizon still not
clear for the norms, which
were intially to come into
effect from June this year,
three pilots® bodies have told
aviation watchdog DGCA to
ensure that the new regula-
tions be fully implemented
from February 15 at the ear-
liest, the sournces said,

The sources also said that
pilots' associations are of the
view that the CAR under
which norms have been
revised is independent of the
Fatigue Risk Management
System (FRMS) and both
should not be clubbed.
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Air India to get 34 planes for training in Amravati

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI
——

Air India has placed an order
for 34 trainer aircraft to train
cadet pilots at its upcoming
flying training crganisation
(FTO) at Belora Airport in
Amravati, The FTO, set to be
South Asia’s largest, will sim to
graduate 180 commercial
pilots annumlly starting in
2025, pending regulatory
approvals.

The order includes 31
single-engine aircraft from
Piper Aircraft (USA) and 3
twin-engine aircraft from
Diamond Aircraft (Austria),
These traimer aircraft feature

advanced plass
G000 wvionics systems, and
Jet Al engines, ensuring high-
quality training for aspiring
pilots. Delivery of the fleet is

cockpits,

expected in 2025,

Air India is dewveloping o
state-of-the-art training insti-
tute at Belora Airport, span-
ning 10 acres. It will feature

globally comparable class-
rooms, hostels, o digitised
operations centre,-and an in-
house meintenance facility to
ensure operational efficiency.

Sunil Bhaskaran, director of
Air Indias Aviation Academy,
said, “FI'0 is a strategic initiat-
ive to strengthen training
infrastructure and  support

Indias aviation growth”
Bhaskaran stressed upon the
airlings seriousnessto the gov-
Ernment’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat vision and the growing
aviation market in Indin.

This initiative is part of Air
Indias Vihaan Al transforma-
tion programme to build a
pipeline of qualified pilots as
the airline continues to
expand its fleet and undergo
mergers. The FTO comple-
ments Air Indias new aviation
training academy in
Gurugram; spread across
GOOO00 sq ft the largest in
South Asia, and reinforces its
focus on selfreliance in avi-
ation training.
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Spicelet to operationalise
3 grounded B737 MAX planes

Spicelet has entered into an agreement with

1.5 -based StandardAero that will provide the
services for operationalising the airdine’s
grounded Bocing 737 MAX planes and three of
the aircraft are expected to return to service by
April 2025, according to a release on Friday.,
Seven Boeing 737 MAX aircraft of the no-frills
carrier are on the ground. StandardAero is also a
MRO services provider for CFM LEAP-1B engines,
which power Spicefet’s Boeing 737 MAX planes,
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In boost to air connectivity, Air India Express

adds Bengaluru-Amritsar, |

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Karnataka's air
connectivity is set to receive a
significant boost. Air India
Express on Thursday
announced a 25 per cent
increase in its operations from
the state this winter, introduc-
ing two new direct routes from
Bengaluru.

Officials said the airline’s
weekly flights from Karnataka
have grown from 380 last year
to over 475 this season, rein-
forcing its commitment to the
region.

In a statement, Air India
Express said, “As part of this
expansion, two new direct
routes from Bengaluru are
being introduced—connecting
the city to Amritsar domesti-
cally and to Dammam interna-
tionally. Starting December 27,
2024, four weekly flights will
operate between Bengaluru and
Amritear. while three weeklv

grown from 380 last year to over 475 this season. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

flights between Bengaluru and
Dammam will commence on
January 1, 2025."The statement
added that bookings for these
routes are now open on the air-
line's award-winnine website.

airindiaexpress.com, and other
major booking channels.

In addition to these new
routes, Air India Express
recently launched services on
the Benealuru-Indore and Ren-

galuru-Sri Vijaya Puram (Port
Blair) routes. The airline has
also increased its Bengaluru-
Abu Dhabi flights to daily oper-
ations, with flights to Patna
scheduled to begin on January
15, 2025.

The airline has enhanced
operations at Mangaluru Air-
port as well, introducing new
routes to Pune (from January 4,
2025), Singapore (from January
21, 2025), and Delhi (from Feb-
ruaryl, 2025).

Mangaluru is now directly
connected to Singapore, Benga-
luru, Delhi, Mumbai, Pune, and
eight destinations in the Middle
East.

Ankur Garg, Chief Commer-
cial Officer of Air India Express,
said, “The significant increase
in connectivity from Karnataka
reflects our commitment to the
region, linking it meaningfully
with key cities in the country,
the Middle East, and Southeast
Asia. Bengaluru is our largest
domestic station. with over 415

Dammam routes

weekly flights connecting 27
domestic and two international
destinations."Further, he added,
“The new Bengaluru-Dammam
route and the daily Bengaluru-
Abu Dhabi flights offer crucial
connections for the expatriate
community, while our aircraft
adorned with Kasuti-inspired
livery celebrates Karnataka's
rich heritage and invites travel-
lers to experience the state’s
charm and the warm Indian
hospitality of Air India
Express.”According to the state-
ment, Air India Express’ winter
schedule has grown by 30 per
cent from last year, supported
by the airline’s expanding fleet,
which now includes over 90 air-
craft. “This winter, the airline
will operate more than 400
daily flights compared to over
325 daily flights during the
same period last year. The
enhanced schedule includes a
recent milestone of over 50 des-
tinations, adding Bangkok, Dim-
anur. and Patna " it added.
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Jewar airport to

be inaugurated in
April by PM Modi’

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath on
Friday announced that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the Noida Interna-
tional Airport in Jewar, and
reiterated that the airport will
be ready for operations by
April 2025.

“PM Modi will inaugurate
Asia’s largest airport, the Noida
International Airport in Jewar,
in April,” chief minister Aditya-
nath said, during a dialogue in
Lucknow with farmers who
have contributed their land for
the facility.

Spread across 1,334 hectares,
the airport —a flagship project
of the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment — is situated along the
Yamuna Expressway, and will
be the second major airportin
the National Capital Region
(NCR) after Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport.

On December 9, an Airbus
A320 plane from the IGI air-
port landed at the Noida Inter-
national Airport, marking a
crucial step in the commence-
ment of commercial operations
at the facility.

The IndiGo flight, designated
a validation flight, was con-
ducted to verify the airport’s
approach procedures, the accu-
racy and functionality of its
navigational aids and air traffic
control systems.

CM Adityanath referred to
the flight validation test and
said that the facility will help
bring “unprecedented prosper-
ity” to the region.

“The successful completion
of validation flight on Decem-
ber 9 has paved the way for
commercial operations to com-
mence in April 2025. This air-
port will not only connect Uttar

YOGI ADITYANATH

<%
This airport will not only
connect UP to the

world, but also

transform Jewar
into a global hub

of economic
and industrial
activities

Pradesh to the world, but also
transform Jewar into a global
hub of economic and industrial
activities,” he said.

“The airport will bring
unprecedented prosperity to
the region. By 2040, it will have
the capacity to handle 70 mil-
lion passengers annually, and
its world-class infrastructure
will place it among the top air-
ports globally,” the Uttar Pra-
desh chief minister added.

Theairport in Jewar, located
35km from Greater Noida
along the Yamuna Expressway,
is expected to have eight run-
ways once fully completed, and
will be double the size of the
Delhi airport, according to
Noida International Airport
Limited (NIAL) officials.

Concessionaire Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited, a fully owned subsidi-
ary of Swiss firm Zurich Inter-
national Airport AG, is build-
ing the airport for the Uttar
Pradesh government in a pub-
lic-private partnership model

in four phases, at a cost of
329,650 crore.

The first phase, costing
210,056 crore, is designed to
cater to 12 million passengers
annually. Zurich International
AG will manage the airport for
the next 40 years.

Highlighting farmers' contri-
bution to the project, Aditya-
nath announced an increase in
compensation for land acquisi-
tion in the third phase — from
33,100 to 34,300 per square
metre. This development came
after several farmer groups in
Gautam Budh Nagar protested
over what they said was “inade-
quate compensation” for the
acquisition of land.

During the meeting, the chief
minister said that farmers will
receive interest as per rules,
with comprehensive arrange-
ments for their rehabilitation
and employment. He also
applauded the farmers of
Jewar, stating that they have
“set an example” of coopera-
tion and trust.
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Air India orders 34
trainer jets for FTO
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GST Council to decide on cutting
taxes on insurance premium

The 55th meeling of the GST Council is likely to discuss rale rejig in
aboul 148 items & will also deliberate on bringing ATF in the GST fold

JAISAT MER: The GST Coun
oil, im s meeting on Saturday, is
likety to decide on reducing tax
rates on life and health insor
ance preminms, while hildng
it on high-emd wrist waiches,
shoes and apparek, besidescon
sidering a separate 35 per cent
tax slab for =in goods.

The 55th meeting of the
GST Conancil, chained by Union
Finance Mimester Mirmala Sith
aramamn and comprising state
counlerparts, is likely to disonss
rate rejig in about 145 ntems,
besides, it will also deliberate
om bringing Aviation Turhine
Foel [ATF), a major companent
for airlme mduesiry’s operation
cost, in the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) fold.

“The GST rate is also pro
posed to be cut on food deliv
ery platiorms like Swagry and
£mmaln, 10 5 per cent {with
ot input tax credit], from the
current 18 per cemt {with [TC).

Howeves, the Fitment Com
mittee {comprising tax ofhcers
from the Centre and states) is
likely to have proposed a rate
hiikee ter 18 per cent on sake of
e EV's ns weell as small petrol
and diesed vehicles to 18 percent
o the current 12 per cent.
This hike would bring used and
odd smaller carsand EV's at par

5T rate is also

proposed to be cut
on foad delivery
platforms like
Swiggy & Zomato,
to 5% without
ITC), frem eurrent
18% (with ITC)

Highlights
« The Fitment Commities is
likaly to kv proposad
rate hike on sale of wed

likaly to get o six month
extension fill June, 2025,
‘o submit their repart

Also preminm  paid
senior cizzens towards heal
insurance cover has been pro
posed to be exempled from the
tax. Besides, GST on premi-
ums paid by individuals, other
than semior citizens, for health
insurance with coverage of op
to Rs 5 lakh is proposed 1o be
exempied.

However, 18 per cent GST
will continme on premiams paid
for polsoes with health insor
ance cover of over Rs 5 lakh

Anpther major item before
the Council is the GST rate
rationalisation panel’s report,
which bas sizggested rate tweaks
in 148 items.

The Crol on GET rale atio

naki eartier this momth

witth old larger vehides, accord
g b SHArDes.

Adsn, the Groap of Mnisers
((eoM) on GST compensatiomn
cess is Hkely to get a sx month
extension till fame, 3025, o b
mit their report. The compen
safion Cess FEgime oomes b am
end in March, 2026, and the
GST Council has set up o paned
of ministers, under Unson Min
mterof State for Finance Fankap
Chandbary, io decide the fabore
oourss of the cess.

Imthe GST regime, compen
satiom cess at varied ratesis lev
sed o huxury, sin and demerit
goods over and above the 28

jper cent tax. The proceeds from
the cess, which was originally
plamned for frve years abier GST
rodl-oof or Gl June 2002, was
used o compensate siafes for
revene boss incurred by them
post the introduction of GST
e af the major fdems on
the agenda of the Comncil i o
decide the GST rate an health
amd Ee msurance. A Gobf set
up by the Councl under Bikar
Deputy Chief Minsster Sam
rat Chaudhary, in its meeting
in Movember had agreed on

e'l.u'l?:un.g' Insurance premanms
paid for term e insurance pali
icies from GET.

decided to submit before the
Council their recommendation
tov hike tax on sin goods, like
aerated beverages, cigarettes,
tobacen and related produocts,
o 35 per cent irom the present
28 per cent

The tourstier tax sab of 5,
12, I# and 2& per cent under
GET will continue and a new
rate of 35 per cent is proposed
by the GoM only for sin goods.

The Group of Minisiers
on rae rationalisation under
Bihar Dieputy Chief Minister,
alsn decided o propose ratso
malising tax mites on gpparel. As
per the decision, ready made

garmenits costing up o Ks | 500
wauld attract 5 per cent G5T,
those between s 1500 to Bs
[0 000 weonld sttract 18 per cent.

Garmemnis costing above Bs
L0 woaald) attract 28 per cent
tax. Currently, garments cost
ing op io Rs 1,004 attract 5 per
cent GST, while those above that
aftract 12 per cent. The Gahl
also proposed hiking GST on
shoes above Bs 15 000/ pair fram
I8 per cem b 28 per cent.

It also propansed hiking the
GET rate on wristwaiches above
s 25, ) from 18 per cent o 28
per cent i the previous meet

ing am October 19,
w
aged

The Golv had
reducing GST on
drinking water of 20 litre and
above tn 5 per cent fromm 18 per
cent, and reducing tax mie an
bicycles costing less than Bs
10,00 1oy 5§ per cend, from L2
per cent. Also, GST on exercise
notehooks wold be reduced
to 3 per cent from 12 per cent.

In tofal, the Gob on rate
rationafisation has proposed
rate tweaks in 148 fems o the
ST ooundl, “The net revenoe
Empact of raie rejigs will be posi
tive, anofficial had said earlser.

Under G5T, essential items
are either exempted or taxed
at the lowest slab, while by
and demerit itemns attract the

highest slab.
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Airlines seek more time for
revised flight duty norms

MUMEBAL/ NEW DELHI:
IndiGo, Air India, Spicefet
and Air India Express have
sought more time for the
phased implementation of the
revised flight duty norms as
they flagged increased crew
requirements and empha-
sised the need to put in place
fatigue risk management sys-
tem to monitor fatigue among
the pilots.

Sources said the airlines
have informed the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) that the norms can
be operationalised in a phased
manner starting from June
2025 at the earliest.

However, with the imple-
mentation horizon still not
clear for the norms, which
were initially to come into
effect from June this year, three
pilots’ bodies have told aviation
watchdog DGCA to ensure that
the new regulations be fully
implemented from February 15
at the earliest, the sources said.

By mid-February, fog sea-
son, which generally causes
flight disruptions due to low
visibility conditions, will be
ending. The sources also said
that pilots’ associations are of
the view that the CAR under
which norms have been revised
is independent of the Fatigue
Risk Management System
(FRMS) and both should not
be clubbed.

The matter of DGCAs
revised Flight Duty Time Limi-
tations (FDTL) is before the
Delhi High Court, which is

The differences
over the revised
norms also come at
a time when dirlines
are expanding their
fleets and networks,
which will also mean
having more pilofs,
to meet rising air
traffic demand

hearing related pleas filed by
the Indian Pilots Guild, Indian
Commercial Pilots Association
and Federation of Indian Pilots.

Following the court direc-
tive, a meeting was convened
by the regulator on December
18 that saw the participations
of representatives from the air-
lines, pilots’ groupings and the
civil aviation ministry.

The differences over the
revised norms also come at a
time when airlines are expand-
ing their fleets and networks,
which will also mean having
more pilots, to meet rising air
traffic demand. India is one of
the world’s fastest growing civil
aviation markets.

IndiGo has informed the

regulator that the CAR (Civil
Aviation Requirements) can
be implemented starting from
June next year, with weekly rest
period for pilots to be increased
from 36 hours to 40 hours, the
sources said. The impact of the
change will be assessed with
a view to potentially increase
the weekly rest period after
June 2025, the airline told the
regulator.

Among others, the air-
line has informed the watch-
dog that from October 2026, it
will restrict night landings for
a pilot to a maximum of two
during the night period of 12
am to 5 am, subject to certain
conditions.

The sources said the IndiGo
has told the watchdog that the
revised definition of night as 12
am to 6 am will have a severe
operational impact and has
pitched for retaining the exist-
ing time frame of 12 am to 5
am. The sources said IndiGo
has also mentioned that the
overall impact of implement-
ing the changes would require
around 3 per cent increase in
crewing requirements.

In their submissions to
DGCA, Air India and Air
India Express said the CAR can
implemented in a phased man-
ner starting from June 2025 to
ensure a smooth transition, as
per the sources.

They have also told the reg-
ulator that new definition of
night duty and increased rest
periods, among others, will
raise practical concerns. 1l
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Nearly half of Indian international travellers made last-minute flight bookings in 2024: report

PTI B NEW DELHI

The year 2024 witnessed a
rise in spontaneous
travel among  Indian
international travellers, with
nearly half of them making
last-minute plans, barely
less than a week before their

departure, reveals a new

report.

The travel report,
travel-

conducted

banking hntcc;rl platform
Niyo, highlights the
evolving mindset of Indian

travellers, whao are
embracing flexibility,
prioritising  experiences,
and  benefiting  from
streamlined travel
rocesses.
‘Forty eight percent of
international flight

- *®

bookings by Indians this

year were made just 0-7 days
cfore travel.

This trend was supported by

easier travel access, with 58

countries offering visa-free
or visa-on-arrival options to

Indian

passport

holders,”

reads the report findings.

While

many

travellers

booked international flights
at short notice, the report
said 30 per cent of visa
applications” were
submitted 16-30 days before
travel, implying a certain
degree of preparation.
Dubai, wl}lich according to
the report was by far the
most preferred destination
for Indian  travellers,
attracted “45 per cent” of
holidaymakers with its
luxurious shopping and
entertainment.

The list was followed by
Vietnam, known for its
culture and natural beauty,
which drew 15 per cent
travellers. Smaller number
of travellers, accounting for
one per cent each, chose
Oman and Japan.

Pop culture also played a

significant influence on the
travel choices of Indians this
year. For instance, web
series like “Emily in Paris”
inspired many Indian
women to visit France, with
30 per cent Indians
choosing France as their
destination, followed by the
UK (29 per cent) and
Singapore (26 per cent).
The  preferred  travel
destinations for Indian
males were different.
“Male travellers leaned
towards Thailand, with 80
er cent preferring its
eaches  and gt:ranl
nightlife, followed by the
UAE (77 per cent) and the
USA (76 per cent),” it added.
Additionally, short holidays
were the most popular in
2024, with

“66 per cent” of

trips lasting less than seven

days.
The number of travellers
choosing extended

vacations lasting 15 days or
more was recorded “17 per
cent’”.

With the increase in travel,
more people also focused on

safety as the report
witnessed a record sale of
7,395 travel insurance

policies in 2024, worth a
total of Rs 43.2 crore.
“Younger travellers
especially prioritised
protection, often choosing
insurance plans ranging
from Rs 50,000 to Rs
1,00,000," it added.

The findings were based on
the sample size of 1 million
Indian international
travellers.
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Lessor to
pick up
stake in
Spicelet

OLR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: Spicedet said on
Thursday alveralt lessor Gen
osks will acquire a $4-milllon
stake in the alrline as part of
a settlement of a dispute ex
cegding 8§16 million. The air-
line will also pay Genesis $6
million under the agreement.

The settlement, which fol-
lows SpiceJet's recent efforis
0 ralse 73,000 crore amid 0-
nancial challenges, forms part
of the alrline's broader strale-
gy to resolve disputes with les-
sors and other stakeholders,

As part of the settlemont
terms, both parties have
agreed to withdraw all ongo-
ing litigations related to the
dispute, subject to the agroe-
ment’s comditions belng med

In a statement, SpiceJet
conflirmed It had reached
an amicable resolution with
Genesis, which includes the
payment of 88 million by the
airline and the acquisition of
S4millllon bn equity at ¥100 per
share

This move (ollows an &ar-
lier settlement with Carlyle
Aviation, which in September
agresd to convert 830 milllon
in lease arrears info Spice-
Jdet equity, also at T100 per
share. The airline has previ-
ously resolved disputes with
several other lessors.

Spleedet’'s CMD Alay
Singh, called the settlement
a significant step towarnds -
nancial stability, noting that
It would reduce labllities and
strengthen the airline’s bal-
nnee sheet
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