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After Delhi Airport Glitch, AAl to Get Cyber Security Division

TO BE SET UP ON URGENT BASIS GIVEN THREATS ON INFRA Authorities probing whether Delhi Air Traffic Control system was compromised by a cyber attack on November 6

Manu Pubby

New Delhi: A new cyboer security
division is being urgently set up
within the Alrport Authority of
India (AAl) amid an ongoing pro-
be on whether the Delhi Air Traf-
fic Control system was compromi-
sed by a cyber attack on November
#, ET has reliably loarnt,

While the security Investigation
i=still ongoing, sources said it was
felt there should be nodelay incre-
ating such a division and chang-
ing protocols from a security per
spoctive, given the threats on the
country's infrastructure, The di-
vision, though housed in the AAL
will work closely with security
agencies and cvber bodies.

Ajrtraffic operations at the Delhi
wirport were disrupted for severnd
hours on November 6, lollowing a

REASON NOT KNOWN
Cause behind
glitch, which
led toafailure
of the Aeronautical
Message Switching Sy-
stem, is still not clear

technical glitch in the message
handling and switching system

In the aftermath of the Nove tlhw 6

New Messaging
System to Replace
‘Failed’ AMSS '

Aeronavtical Message
Switching System
(AMSS) falled on Nov &

incident, a special toam, Inchoding
members {rom the National Critheal
Information Infrastructure Protee-
thon Centre, Electronlcs Corporation
of India and intellizence apencies.
was formed to imvestigate il security
WIS compromdsed inany mannes

The conuse behind the glitch,

—

Implementation prunm afa p.nMndIl
' Aeronautical Message Handling System

[AMHS) to replace AMSS underway

i
which lesd tooa Mnllure of the Aero-
nautical Message Switching Sy-
stem (AMSS), 15 811l not clear All
possibilities, including a delibera-
te attack, are being probed and the
division is being set upasa precai
tion for the future, said a sourcs,

In nddition, AAl Is shifting to a

new Mk ging system to replace
AMSS, Sources said the lmple
mentation process of a pan-India
Aeronautical Message Handling
System (AMHS) to replace AMSS
is underway. Trials are ongoing
and new standard operating pro

cedures are being evolved

PLANNING FOR FUTURE

E All possibilities,

including adeli-
berate attack,
arebeing probed; new
divisionisbeingsetupas
aprecaution for the future

AMHS is the latest technology
aption in the market and is used
by 48% countries worldwide

The technical ghitch at the Delhi
alrport started at 1lam on Novem-
ber 6, when “latency™ was ohser-
ved inthe processing of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) messages, with
transmissions getting through
with  17-minute delay. AAl acted

swiftly to rectify the fault but the
inhouse team was unable to fix it
By 6pm, messages were gotting de-
layed by 3045 minutes. Following
this, an ECIL team, which has built
thesyvstem and Is required o main
tain it, was brought to the airport
ataround 9:30 pm. which managed
to finally resolve the fault. Regular
transmissions were achieved just
after 11 pm on November 8

The delay in transmissions me
ant that ATS messages, including
flight plans, could not be transmit-
ted to connected agencies like the
Air Force Milltary Linison Unit
and Oeeanie Control Center, This
e to delays In mandatory clea-
ronces, including airdefence cles-
rances. Thedelaysat the Delhi air-
port had a cascading effect on air
operations in the entire northern
region, including Lucknow, Jad
pur and Chandigarh
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Jewar airport set for final security check

PRESS TRUSTOF INDI A
Noida, November20

SENIORAV IATION OFFICERS
on Thursday reviewed the
readiness of the upcoming
Wokda International .Ahlmr[ Ak
Jewar, with the final secunty
vetting scheduled later this
week, officials said.

A high-level meeting was
held at the airport site in the
presence of DGCA Director
General Falz Ahmed Kidwai,
officials from the Minkstry of
Civil Aviation, Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), Air
poris Authority of India (AAL),
according to officials,

The meeting also had rep-

resentatives of the Uttar
Pradesh Civil Aviation
Department, CISF, Noida
International Airport CEO
Rakesh Singh, Noida Interna
tional Airport CEQ Christoph
Schnsllmann, COO Kiran '.ti:nl
they said.

"BCAS will conduct the
final security vettimg of Jewar
airporton Movember 244, After
the issuance of security clear-
ance, DGCA will proceed to
issiie the acrodrome icence,”
Afrport’s  nodal  officer
Shailendra Bhatia said.

The inspection focused on
various operational, security
and regulatory parameters
ahexd of theasmdmmelicens-

ing stage, he added.

The MNoida Intermational
Airport at Jewar, being devel
oped in phases, will begin oper
ations with one runway and
one terminal, and is des ignad
to handle 12 million passen-
gersannua lhy inits first phase

The greenfield project is
expeciod tocomMmMenCoopera
tions soon but its official
launchdatefor phaseoneisyet
tohe annoumeed,

DGCA-stakeholders
meet over crew duty,
rest next week

DGCA has convened a
mestingwith airline operaton

and pilots'bodiesin New Delhi
next week to discuss varioos
1ssues related to the cockpit
crow 'sdu tyand rest norms fol
lowing theregulator making
certain relaxatons, inchuding
allimwvl ng more "I'EI-" Lull!hlg:.
and duty time extension for
twao-pilot Boeing 787 Dream
lineraircraft operations.

The latest fight duty time
limtaton norms which entail
increased weekly rest periods
to 48 hours, extension of nkght
hours, and limiting the num
berof night landings to only
two asagainst six carlier were
initially opposed by the
domestic alrlines, including
IndiGo and Adr India,
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AAI plans to open second

pick-up point at airport in
Dec. after multiple delays

The plaza project was scheduled to be completed by October 2024. However, the project has seen

delays with passengers having to take a long walk or a buggy to reach the multi-level car parking

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNALI

he ongoing plaza
T work at Chennai
airport has missed

yet another deadline and
will be ready only by De-
cember. This means, air
passengers have to keep
waiting for another month
to have access to a pick-up
point near the terminals
for taking cabs.

At present, arriving pas-
sengers either walk or take
a buggy to the multi-level
car parking to board cabs
and most of them are upset
over this arrangement. If
the plaza is opened, then
passengers can hail a cab
at this spot.

The plaza project com-
menced in 2023 targeting
launch by October 2024.
But the project has been
behind schedule, missing
the deadlines. It now ap-
pears that the facility
would be completed only
in December.

Advance stages

Ofhcials of Airports Auth-
ority of India (AAI) said,
the work is in advanced
stages of completion.
“When the plaza is ready,
we have to hold discus-
sions with the existing car

Much-awaited: Finishing touches are being given to the plaza at the Chennai airport. Once opened, it
will help air passengers to hail a cab without much hassles. R. RAVINDRAN

parking contractor before
starting the pick-up point
so that there are no legal is-
sues later. Meanwhile, we
will also carry out trials for
change of traffic flow.
Then, we have to ask the
AAI headquarters in New
Delhi for a date for the in-
auguration of the plaza,”
an official said.

Vidyasagar Jagadeesan,
a frequent flyer said, a long
walk or wait for a buggy
aside, one of the main is-
sues is the lifts in the park-
ing facility, which aren’t
sufficient to handle the
crowds during peak hours.

“The lifts should have
been substantially large

keeping in mind that pas-
sengers will carry multiple
bags or trolleys,” he said.
Also, a small project like a
plaza shouldn’t have been
delayed by a year, he ad-
ded. “When authorities an-
nounce a deadline, people
have expectations and look
forward to it. We hope that
at least by December end,
the plaza will be open,” he
said.

New contractor

It is to be noted that after
the contract which AAI
had with the previous firm
running the multi-level car
parking facility was termi-
nated, AAI has now taken

over the facility. A new car
parking contractor has
been roped in who has
been controlling the traffic
and pick-up and drop-off
within the airport premis-
es. The multi-level car
parking facility was built as
a mall and parking space.

Now that the contract
with the previous firm has
been terminated, AAI has
been reviewing the deci-
sion on a few other aspects
like the contracts with the
existing shop owners in the
mall and whether or not to
bring on board a master
concessionaire at a later
point for managing the
mall.
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Kolkata Airportposts highest FY24 profitinIndia

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Kolkata, 19 November

Kolkata airport, which has
no direct aerial connectivity
with Europe and America,
has achieved the highest
profit among all 137 Airports
Authority of India (AAT)
operated airports for the
financial vear 2024-25, with
aprofitof approximately Rs
670 crore.

This record profit was
achieved despite amarginal
3percentdropinits revenue
to Rs 1,527.51 crore with 77
percent of the revenue coming
from aeronautical charges,
official sources said. Kolkata
airport or Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
Airport’s profit in 2024-25
was two-and-a-half times
that of Chennai, the second
on the list.

The higher profit came
despite a slight 3 pc dip in
revenue from Rs 1,578.6 crore
in 2023-24 toRs1,527.5 crore
in 2024-25. Of the earnings,
about 77 percent of the

revenue came from
aeronautical charges as the
airport handled nearly 15
lakh flights and 2.2 crore
passengers.

The average passenger per
flight count at 152 in 2024-25

also surpassed the previous
highest of 146 in 2023-24.
The average passenger count
per flight in 2019 was 143
flyers (before Covid-19) and
in 2023 and 2022 {post
Covid-19), the average
passenger count per flight
was 129 and 123, respectively.

NSCEI Director Vikram
Singh said the achievement
was possible owing concerted
efforts among the stakeholders
and extra vigilance to stop
leakage of funds for
unnecessary gadgeis. He
hoped the revenue and profit
would also go up in future
with new flights being added
to destinations like China
and Cambodia.

IndiGo, India’s largest
airline by passenger volume
and fleet, has commenced
direct flights between Kolkata
and Siem Reap, marking the

first air link between India
and Cambodia by an Indian
carrier. The thrice-weekly
service, launched on 13
November, is operated using
Airbus A320neoaircraft and
expands IndiGo’s international
footprint to 46 destinations.

Siem Reap, Cambodia’s
second-largest city and
gateway to the UNESCO-listed
Angkor Wat. is expected to
attract growing volumes of
Indian leisure and cultural
travellers. Cambodia offers
simplified entry through visa
onarrival and e-visa options,
further easing access for
Indian tourists.

IndiGo on 26 September
began direct flight to China
after a five-vear hiatus,
between India and mainland
China with the launch of a
daily non-stop service from
Kolkata to Guangzhou.
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Second airport for Bengaluru shouldn’t ignore ecological concerns

Apropos ‘South B'luru to house city’s 2nd airport: DKS’
(Nov 19), while a second airport seems urgent, options
to expand KIA remain underexplored, which could
relieve pressure without destroying ecosystems. The
state’s rush to pick a site is billed as vision, yet vision
without analysis is mere spectacle. An IISc study reveals
Bengaluru’s built-up area has grown over 1,000%, green
cover has fallen 88%, and water bodies have shrunk from
2,324 hain 1973 to 696 ha today—a 70% drop. Alarming-

ly, 98% of lakes are encroached, and 90% carry untreated
sewage, choking groundwater recharge. If a second
airport is unavoidable, it must undergo a thorough en-
vironmental impact assessment, favour low-value land,
integrate green infrastructure—including lake restora-
tion, rainwater harvesting, and tree cover—and ensure
fair compensation for farmers, with public consultation.
Development should not blind us to ecological limits.

KV Chandramouli, Mysuru
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Security beef-up slows departures at Chennai Airport

HD Bureau
CHENNAI

International departures out
of Chennai Airport expe-
rienced significant delays on
Wednesday morning as in-
tensified security screening
protocols were enforced in
response to o wave of hoax
bomb  threats.  Authorities
reported that several flights
were held back by 30 to 60
minutes as layers of pass-
enger checks were ramped
up ahead of the departure
PIOCESS

The airport’s management
disclosed that a five-tier sc-
reening system had been in
place since a car-bomb ex-

plosion near the capital’s hi-
storic fort precinet triggered
a nation-wide alert and that
the ongoing anonymous the
reat calls had prompted fu-
rther tightening of outbound
procedures.

Long queves formed at
security checkpoints in the
MOrning as Passengers were
required to remowve shoes,
belts, jackets and outer layers
for enhanced seanning.

The surge in screening af-
fected early-morning  ser-
vices for multiple intern-
ational carriers. Among the
flights impacted were those
operated by airlines such as
Lufthansa to  Frankfurt,
Emirates to Dubal. AirAsiato

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore
Airlines to Singapore, IndiGo
to Doha, Thai Airways to
Bangkok, Air Arabia to Sh-
arjah and Abu Dhabi, Etihad
Airways to Abu Dhabi and
OmenAir to Muscat.

Security officials affirmed
that the stricter checks will
remain until the level of thr-
eat subsides, and travellers
have been advised to allocate
extra time for screening:
While the measures mirror
practices seen at many busy
international airports, the
sudden intensification caught
S0ME  passengers  unpre-
pared, contributing to added
comgestion

Passengers

voiced com-

Long queues formed at security
checkpoints in the morning as
passengers were required to remove
shoes, belts, jackets and outer layers

plaints about the delays and
mentioned that many sec-
urity staff spoke primarily
Hindi, which slowed com-
munication for Tamil- and
English-speaking travellers.
One passenger described a
breach of clarity: “1 dido't
know I had to take off my ja-
cket and boots; it took extra
minutes” The airline sector
union has urged that more
multilingual staff be deploved
at key checkpoints.

The backdrop to the hei-
ghtened security includes a
bomb threat email that tar-
geted multiple airports —
including those in Chennal
and the capitals airport —
and subsequent hoax inci-

dents that spurred national
avintion-security  agencies
into heightered monitoring,
Analysts say that although no
credible  explosion threats
have been confirmed at this
airport, the precautionary
steps reflect growing sen-
sitivity in aviation infras-
tructure amid a tougher th-
reat environment.

Airport operations  exe-
cutives note that the delavs
have ripple effects across
ground handling, turnamund
times, and scheduling, esp-
ecially during peak inter-
national-depart ure windows
They emphasised that while
safety remains paramount,
better pre-boarding com-

munication and staff prep-
aredness could ease flow
without undermining sec-
urity integrity.

A senior official at the
Central Industrial Sec-
urity Force attributed the
layered protocol to thre-
at-assessment guidelines
issned by the Burean of
Civil Aviation  Security,
stating that *all civil-a-
viation installations must
adopt enhanced scree-
ning when threat perc-
eption rises”, The official
added that the airport's
handling of passenger or-
affic would be reviewed
with an eye to balancing
speed and safety.
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Mum airport
to shut ops for
6 hours today

Mumbai: Mumbai airport
will shut operations for six
hours on Thursday as both
runways will close for the an-
nual, scheduled post-mon-
soon  maintenance  work,
forcing a complete halt in ar-
rivals and departures be-
tween 11 am and 5 pm.

The closure is necessary
because Mumbai has inter-
secting cross runways; any
work at the intersection re-
quires shutting both, leaving
the airport with no operation-
al runway.

Airlines were informed
months inadvance and flights
have been rescheduled ac-
cordingly; passengers booked
to fly on Thursday to or from
Mumbai would not be affect-
ed, But for those who have a
family emergency or other ur-
gency which requires them to
book and travel on Thursday,
the closure will hit hard.
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Mumbai airport
to shut ops for
6 hours today

Mumbai: Mumbai airport
will shut operations for six
hours Thursday as both run-
ways will closeforthe annual,
scheduled post-monsoon
maintenance work, forcing a
halt in arrivals and depar-
tures between 11 am and 5 pm.

The closure is necessary
as Mumbai has intersecting
€ross runways; any work at
the intersection requires
shutting both, leaving the air-
port with no operational run-
way. Airlines were informed
months in advance.

The shutdown has pushed
up last-minute fares sharply.
On Wednesday, the 24-hour
advance purchase fare for a
one-way ticket for travel
on Thursday started at Rs
20,000 on the Mumbai-Delhi
route, this was for flight that
departs at midnight.

For an earlier departure,
like 9.30 pm for instance, the
fare was Rs 25,000, T
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Ticket prices soar
as 6-hour airport
shutdown nears

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: Mumbai airport
will shut operations for six
hours on Thursday as both
runways will close for the an-
nual, scheduled post-monso-
on maintenance work, for-
cing a complete halt in arri-
vals and departures between
Hamand5pm.

The closure is necessary
because Mumbai has inter-
secting cross runways. any
work at the intersection requ-
ires shutting both. leaving
the airport with no operatio-
nal runway,

Airlines were informed
months in advance and
flights have been rescheduled
accordingly; passengers boo-
ked to fly on Thursday to or
from Mumbai would not be
affected. But for those who ha-
ve a family emergency or
other urgency which requi-
res them to book and travel on
Thursday, the closure will hit
hard.

The shutdown has pushed
up last-minute fares sharply

On Wednesday, the 24-hour
advance purchase fare for a
one-way ticket for travel on
Thursday started at Rs 20,000
on the Mumbai-Delhi route,
this was for flight that de-
parts at midnight. For an ear-
lierdeparture, like9.30 pm for
instance, the fare was Rs
25,000. Then, to fly to places
like Mangalore, Madurai,
Patna, no seats on non-stop
flights out of Mumbail were
available; Pama was priced
the highest at Rs 27,500 for a
12-hour long journey via Ah-
medabad. Among other high-
demand routes were Kochi
(Rs 23,500, Jaipur (Rs 21,000);
north-east destinations like
Kolkata and Bagdogra were
comparatively priced low
with a one-way fare starting
around 15,000,

Airports with parallel
runways—such as Delhi,
Bengaluru and Hvderabad-

can carry out maintenance
on one runway while keeping
the other operational, avoi-
ding a full airport shutdown
and an impact on fares.
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Regular bomb threats

leave airlines in losses

MANVI VYAS | DC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 19

The city’'s Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA) received vet anoth-
er bomb threat on
Tuesday morning, the
fourth in the last two
weeks. The bomb threat
email, claiming that a ter-
minal in the airport
would be blown up, slowed
down airport operations
for three hours, leaving
passengers stranded.

The email, received by
the GMR Arena, claimed
that members of *“ISIS
and LTTE" had planted an
IED inside the airport
premises. The police, how-
ever, did not find any
ineriminating material
during their searches.

“We did not find anv
incriminating material.
However, we could not ha-
ve neglected threat. A case
has been registered and
we will trace perpetrator,”
Airport Police said.

This is the fourth threat

since the Delhi car blast,
which also turned out to
be a hoax. Officials say
such threats leave passen-
gers anxious and cost air-
lines crores of rupees.

An airport official told
Deccan Chronicle that ho-
ax bomb threats had bec-
ome “very frequent” in
recent weeks. “Airlines
suffer the most, both in
terms of manpower and
revenue,” the official sai-
d. Response from airline r-
epresentatives is awaited.

According to the former
general manager of Air
Traffic Control (ATC), V.
Mallikarjun, even a single
bomb threat in a month
can cause substantial loss-
es for airlines. “The exact
figure can only be
assessed by the airlines,
but any aircraft—whether
on the ground or in the air
— will incur losses in su-
ch situations,” he said,
adding that extent of loss
depends on the aireraft
size, sector, and location.

In 2024, on October 22

alone, 80 flights reported-
ly received bomb threats
within 24 hours, leaving
airlines with an estimated
loss of %600 crore.
“Security checks are part
of the Standard Operating

Procedure (SOP) during

a bomb threat and

cannot be ignored.

The losses double

when an aircraft

already in the air

has to be diverted to

the nearest safe airport,”
Mallikarjun said.

He added that diversion-
related costs — tickets for
passengers from the
diverted point to their des-
tination, food and accom-
modation for stranded
travellers — further
increase the financial bur-
den. “In diversion cases,
the aircraft must land as
soon as possible, leading
to additional fuel con-
sumption. It also leaves
pilots and cabin crew
fatigued, as the process is
long and stressful,” the
former ATC chief said.
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Air India lobbies to use
airspace over Xinjiang
as financial woes mount

FPJ News Service international network after a
MUMEA London-bound Boeing 787

Air India is lobbying the
Indian government  con-
vince China to let it use a sen-
sitive military airspace zone in
Xinjiang to shorten routes as
thefinancial toll from a ban on
Indian carriers flying over
Pakistan mounts, a company
document shows, Reuters
reparted on Wednesday, quot-
ing a company document.

The unusual request comes
just weeks after direct India-
China flights resumed after a
five-year hiatus following a
Himalayan border clash
between the nations

Air India has been seeking
to rebuild its reputation and

Dreamliner  crashed in
Gujarat in June, killing 2680
people and forcing it to briefly
cut flights for safety checks
But that effort is being compli-
cated by the closure of
Pakistan aitspace to Indian
carriers since their diplomatic
tensions erupted in late April.
For Afr India, the country’s
only carrier with a major
international network, fuel
costs have risen by as much as
29% and journey times by up
to three hours on some long-
haul routes, according to the
previously unreported docu-
ment submitted to Indian offi-
cials in late October and
reviewed by Reuters,
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Spicejet completes equity share
allotment to Carlyle Aviation

Lowers liabilities
by $50 million

PTI
MUMEA!
—_—

SpiceJet on Wednesday said it
has completed allotment of
equity shares to global aircraft
leasing and financing firm
Carlyle Aviation Partmers in a
move that has helped it shave
off Rs 44225 crore ($50 mil-
lion) liabilities from its balance
sheet, besides providing long-
term financial stability

On September 11, the com-
pany announced reaching a
settlement with the firm for
the restructuring of its certain
lease dues to the tune of §12118
million, and said that it would
help the carrier secure $8%.5

millicn Lgquidity and support

its ongoing restucturing
efforts. The settlement agree-
ment with CAP also provides
for amechanism under which,
inthe event lessors realise pro-
ceeds above $50-million from
the sale of the issued shares, a
portion of such excess will be
applied to offset future lease
obligations, the airline said
“The Allotment Committee of
the Board of Directors, in its
meeting held on November 18,
approved the issuance of
10,4172834 equity shares of

face value Rs 10 each at an
issue price of Rs 4232 per
share on a preferential basis
under the non-promoter cat-
egory,” the airline said.

Additionally, the agreement
entitles Spicelet to $764.6 mil-
lion in cash maintenance
reserves for future aircraft and
engine maintenance.

“T'his is an important mile-
SIDNe in our ongoing restruc-
turing efforts and reflects our
commitment to building a
stronger and financially resil-
ient Spicelet The removal of
liabilities, combined with
access to substantial mainten-
ance reserves and credits, pro-
vides us with meaningful sup-
pOTt a5 We continue to revive
our fleet and expand oper
ations,” said Ajay Singh, CMD,
SpiceJet.
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Karnataka HC backs
D seizing Mallya flat
in Kingfisher Air case

Abhishek Sharan
I iPE A nda A imes com
MAURABAR: [ 2 melieef far Enlinoe-
ment Directomie’s (ED's) Mo
Beid winht prolsEng the alfleged
#5200 -crare hank loan-defaul
vl invalving laghie Hosar
baran Vijay Mallva's defunct -
nirlEne firm Kinglisher Airlines
Limited (KAL), the Kornagaka
High Couwrt hias pestored i3
attchment in June 2016 of &
Bonpalums high-cnd Nak while
imvestignting o case related o
il b inpenid) boans worth B750
crore of the [THE] Banl, by hold-
I, (he mcehinn & b il

Holding EI¥s attachment of
hee Mt i e L i s Mosery
bser Lk ordier, thee HC upleeld the
ngency’s challenge agninst an
Aigust 2089 order of the Agped-
laie Tribunal {Prevention of
Moniy Luundering Act), New
Dethi, which had quashed the
nssel’s G nnacliment. The
tilgh pourt st askde the Appet
Fate Tribwrials 2000 ordeer, paint-
g ot thit thie et was owned
v Lnided Broweries (Haklings)
Lid or UHHL that was then
bireetly ar mdirectly contralled
by Mallya of which KAL was a
P M-gawimind sapls] diiary, sl the
time of the stischment. The high
court Tkl that UBHE: eardier
‘hgreement To Sell’ with o local
devcloper’s firm, whereln e
latter had padd around 1838
erore, by Seplemiber Hitl, to the
farmer in the farm of bocking
nmaunt and insellmenis, was
mot legally tenalie &s i was
‘mfroement” wis unreglsiorod
el 34, the itk did mot gt irans-
Ferroad, T Flar, mumsher 7A with
n auper built-up aren ol aroursd
B350, L wns among & fow
under-construction Mas ket
ut Kingfisher Tower, Riongadaru,
wlidch wepe niEnclsed by ihe ED
o Jure 11, X1 as por prvdsions
ol the PMLA, oct in the case. ETVs
provisionnl sitachment of the
[t had carkier been conlirmed
i Droember 2015 by the Aducli-
enlling Aithiity (PMLAL

he developer had howeyver

chadlenged the Mudjudicating

A

Fusgitive Bguosr hn.m"r"lj.uy
Mlallya L T1]

faihorinys vondirmation” belore
the Appelhie Trilumal, which
a0t [t slibe, qrashing the provi
sional attzchment onder. The
firm theereafier spproachod the
high court against the Appellaie
Tritminals coder in Ooander HHS
an grounds that i was “wnsos-
winnble m L and o (e
T coent’s ordeer rutled o the
Tavaur of ED on reo key ques
thaand, wirich wene imvodved i e
agency's appeal against the 20149
artachien -ceEnce lation ool
of the Apgellaie Trigsanal, as per
e high corirt's ander anoessixd
tw HT: 1. Whither the frm coulid
b i 1 bt 1t owinioer of Nt an
the basis of on onregisterd
Agreeived To Sell daced May
2, 20137 1, Whether 1he flat
il T annaclid a8 peoceals ol
crime’ umder the concept of
propern’, which s equivalent in
waloe, under the provisions of
Sectlon 21)u) of PRMLA. XKEF
Thie high couwrt said thart the
“pavment of ihe “almoss omire
constleration” fos the [lat, oven
befare the unregistered agree
mend bo sell being eacomated in
fwverur of the firm by the LBHL
“wonhd couse @ huge shodow af
dhomte of bann fdis anid genine
ness of these brunssctions,”
FEVs probe in the IDE| s
was lased an & CBL case July
0% FIR sgainst Mallm, KAL
anid uskiiown oflieers of TIE]
arxd nitsers, for ollegedly show
i urcdue Bavvenir 1o KAL i the
matter of sancrion and dishurse
mattil al short-term boans, 5 was
ableged that KAL had diveniced
i al e bowsn Pk, Chisrelbey
puiting the IDE] Bank to o
wromghul loss of 3750 crore,
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Air India lobbies to utilise
airspace over China’s Xinjiang

Reuters
feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI/HONG KONG: Air
India is lobbying the Indian gov-
ernment to convince China to let
it use a sensitive military air-
space zone in Xinjiang to
shorten routes as the financial
toll from a ban on Indian carri-
ers flying over Pakistan mounts,
a company document shows.

The unusual request comes
just weeks after direct India-
China flights resumed after a
five-year hiatus following a Him-
alayan border clash between the
nations.

Air India has been seeking to
rebuild its reputation and inter-
national network after a Lon-
don-bound Boeing 787 Dream-
liner crashed in Gujarat in June,
killing 260 people and forcing it
to briefly cut flights for safety
checks. But that effort is being
complicated by the closure of
Pakistan airspace to Indian car-
riers since their diplomatic ten-
sions erupted in late April.

For Air India, India's only car-
rier with a major international
network, fuel costs have risen by
as much as 29% and journey
times by up to three hours on
some long-haul routes, as per
the previously unreported docu-
ment submitted to Indian offi-
cials in late October.

The Indian government is

For Air India, fuel costs have risen by as much as 29%.

reviewing Air India’s plea to dip-
lomatically ask China to allow an
alternative routing and emer-
gency access to airports in case
of diversions at Hotan, Kashgar
and Urumgi in Xinjiang, aiming
toreach US, Canada and Europe
faster, the document said.

“Air India’s long-haul net-
work is under severe operational
and financial strain ... Securing
Hotan route will be a strategic
option,” it added.

The airline, owned by Tata
Group and Singapore Airlines,
estimated the Pakistan airspace
closure’s impact on its profit
before tax at $455 million annu-
ally—a significant amount given
its fiscal 2024-25 loss stood at
$439 million.

The Chinese foreign ministry
said it was not aware of the situ-
ation and referred Reuters to the
“relevant authorities™.

REUTERS

Air India and civil aviation
authorities in India, China and
Pakistan did not respond to Reu-
ters’ queries.

The Chinese airspace Air
India is seeking to access is
ringed by some of the world's
highest mountains of 20,000 ft
or more, and is avoided by inter-
national airlines due to potential
safety risks in case of a decom-
pression incident.

More critically, it also falls
within People’s Liberation
Army’s Western Theater Com-
mand, which is equipped with
extensive missile, drone and air-
defence assets and shares some
airports with civilian aireraft,
military analysts say.

The Pentagon's December
report on China's military said
the command's responsibilities
include responding to any con-
flict with India.
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With 75 MAXs flydubai bets big
on Boeing after Airbus order

Jagriti Chandra

DUBAI

“We are always looking to
expand”, Dubai-based car-
rier flydubai’s CEO Ghaith
Al Ghaith said moments
before it announced a se-
cond aircraft agreement in
two days, this time for Boe-
ing’s 75 MAXs.

flydubai announced a
Memorandum of Agree-
ment with Boeing for 75
737 MAX aircraft, valued at
$13 billion, and options for
75 more aircraft.

“We are always looking
at possibilities to expand
and improve our opera-
tions,” Mr. Ghaith said at
the Dubai Airshow 2025.

To a question on wheth-
er they were confident in
the manufacturer despite

Higher and higher: A Flydubai Boeing 737 MAX 8 performs a
display flight at Al-Maktoum Intemational Airport. AFp

delays in aircraft deliver-
ies, he replied, “We are ve-
ry confident in our coun-
try, in Dubai, and what lies
ahead more than any time
ever in my lifetime.”

The multiple orders
from the airline, and Emi-
rates’ 65 Boeing 777-9 or-
der at the airshow come
amid a huge economic
transformation in neigh-

bouring Saudi Arabia in-
cluding expanded airports
and new airlines, including
full-service carrier Riyadh
Air that started flights to
London last month.

On Tuesday, the airline
had also announced a 150-
aircraft order for Airbus
A321 neo. The deliveries
are expected to start from
2031 until 2043 and will

help the airline add 15
more seats and fly two
hours longer than the cur-
rent equipment in its fleet.

Along with Emirates, fly-
dubai announced plans to
offer Starlink WiFi on its
aircraft.

Emirates Group, Chair-
man and CEO Ahmed bin
Saeed Al Maktoum said fly-
dubai was leaving its low-
cost roots behind.

“They started as a low-
cost airline, that is what we
needed at the time,” the
chairman told The Hindu.

The ‘luxury side’ of Du-
bai and the changes in the
past 15 years since the
launch of flydubai in March
2010 compel changes at
the airline, he explained.

(The writer was in Dubai
on flvdubai’s invitation)
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INDIA LIKELY TO RECIPROCATE SOON

Pak extends ban
on Indian airlines,
aircraft till Dec 24

Sukalp Sharma

New el , Movenrber 20

PAKISTAN HAS extended the
o om Indian nirines and air
emft from entering s aimspace
till the early morning of Dhe-
cember 24, os pera fresh notice
1o al rrven [NOTAM) Bsued |q,-
Pakistan's nviation nuthorities,

lesclia, to, s expected toex-
tend its ban on Pakistand air
lines and alrerf for the are-
sponding period, aking the
nedghbours’ rolprocal airspace
bans for ench ot her's aircraft
Into the relghth month,

The pewy NOTAM Nilwl.ll'q,-
Pakistan is simillar to the pre-
vious notlces, except forthe ef-
fectiveduration of nirspaceclo
s, lslnmabad will keep e
Pakistand aimspace closed oln

dinn airtines and alrcralk. in-
cluding military Dighes, till
0529 AM India time on De-
cember 3.

Witha deteriorntion in rda-
thons between New Delhl and
Islamisbid alter the Pahalgam
terror attuck in April, Pakistan
initiated wi ale Space clesireon
April 24, Ipdtially for one
miomth, this ban prohibyed In-
dinn niroroft and airtines fmm
over{lying Pakistani aimpace
Indin nesponded on .-'l.'|'|r|| 30,
closing iis sirspace to Pakistani
abrcmit and adriines,

Since then, both countries
Fune exctencl el these clostines by
lesuing MOTAMs ona monthily
basde Thelr mspective alrpaces
remadn open for overflying by
abrlines and atrevaft from other
countrics.
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DGCA to meet operators,
pilots” bodies over crew
duty, rest norms next week

MUMBAI: Aviation safety
regulator DGCA  has con-
vened a meeting with airline
opetators and pilots’ bodies in
Mew Delhi next week to dis-
cuss various issues related o
the cockpit crews duty and
resl norms.

The latest light duty time
limitation norms, which entail
tnereased weekly rest periods
1o 48 hours, extension of night
howrs, and limiting the number
of night landings to only twe
as against siv earlier were ini-
ttally oppased by the domestic
airlines, including IndiGo and
Alir India.

But they were subsequently
rolled out by the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) following the Delhi
Hiigh Court’s directives, albeit
after a delay of over one year
and in a phased manner with
the first phase in June and sec-
ond phase this month.

“The DGCA has called a
meeting on Monday with the
Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP) and Airlines’ Pilots Asso-
ciation { ALPA-India) to discuss
the dispensation Lo various air-
lines, which will be followed by
another meeling on FRMS,

said a source. L]
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Al lobbies to use China military airspace

New Delhi/ Hong Kong: Air
India is lobbying the Indian
government to convince
China to let it use a sensitive
military airspace zone in
Xinjiang to shorten routes
as the financial toll from a
bam on Indian carriers fly-
ing over Pakistan mounts,
acompany document
shows.

The unusual request
comes just weeks after
direct India-China flights
resumed after a five-vear hi-
atus following a Himalayan
border clash between the
nations.

Air India has been seek-
ing to rebuild its reputation

and international network

after a London-boud Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner crashed
in Gujaratin June, killing
260 people and forcing it to
briefly cut flights for safety
checks.

But that effort is being
complicated by the closure
of Pakistan airspace to
Indian cartiers since their
diplomatic tensions erupted
in late April.

For Air India, the coun-
try's only carrier with a
major international net-
work, fuel costs have risen
by as much as 29 per cent
and jouwrney times by up to
three hours on some long-
haul routes, according to

the nrevinusly unrenorted

=

An Air India Airbus
A320-200 aireraft. File picture
document submitted to In-
dian officials in late October
and reviewed by Reuters.

The Indian government is
reviewing Air India's plea to
diplomatically ask China to
allow an alternative routing

and emergency access to air-
ports in case of diversions at

the US, Canada and Europe
taster, the document said.

“Air India’s long-haul
network is under severe
operational and financial
strain.... Securing Hotan
rotute will be a strategic op-
tion,” it added.

The Chinese airspace
Air India is seeking to ac-
cess is ringed by some of the
world’s highest mountains
of 20,000ft or more, and is
avoided by international
airlines due to potential
safety risks in case of a de-
compression incident.

More critically, it also
falls within the Peonle’s

Liberation Army (PLA)'s
Western Theatre Command,
which is equipped with
extensive missile, drone
and air-defence assets and
shares some airports with
civilian aircraft, military
analysts say.

The Pentagon’s Decem-
ber report on China’s mil-
itary said the command’s
responsibilities include
responding to any conflict
with India.

The Chinese foreign
ministry said it was not
aware of the situation and
referred Reuters to the “rel-
evant authorities"”.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 &

Al eyes China military airspace

B FROM PAGE 1

Alr Indila and civll avia-
tlon authorities tn India,
China and Pakistan did
fnot respond to Routors®
queries.

The atriine, owned by the
Tata Group and Singapore Alr-
Hnes, estimated the Paklstan
alrspace closure's imMpact on
its profit before tax at 3455 mil-
Uon annually — a slgnificant
amount given s Ascal 2024-25
loss stood at 8458 million,

China's military has much
greater control of the coln-
try’s alrspace than in most
other aviation markets, re-
stricting flight paths. Open-
source Intelligence tracker
Damien Symon said China's
military had recently expand-
ol an alrbase at Hotan

China's defence ministry
did not immediately respond
o & roquest for comment.

Data from AlrNav Radar
shows no non-Chinese sir-

lines had departsd or arrived
at Hotan airport in the last
12 months.

Shmkor Yasof, founder of
aviation consnltancy Endan
Analytlcs, said “Alr India can
Iy, butit’s doubdul China will
accede” o access given the
reglon’s terraln, lack of emer-
goency alrports and possibllty
OF SeCUTY 1SSes.

Alrspace globally has been
constricied due to profferat-
1ng conflict Zones.

US carriers have hean
banned (rom flying over Rus-
sla since the UKralne war
began in 2022 and pulled out
of many US-India routes
That gave Alr India a near-mao-
nopoly on non-stop fllghts
from India,

But after the Pakistan
alrgpace closurs, Alr Tndia's
Delhi-Washington route was
suspended in Angust. Now
othar routes aro under review,
with the direct Mumbal- and
Bengalurn to San Francisco

routes “becoming unviabls"
due to an additional thres
hours of travel dme, Including
a technical stop In Caleutta,
the document satd

A fllght from San Francls-
¢0 t0 Mumbal on Lufthanss
via Munich is now only
five minutes longer than on
Alr Tndliv

“Passengers (are) shift-
ing to forelgn carriers due
to shorter Mlght tlme as
they have the beneflt of
Pakistan overflight,” the dor-
ment said.

Alr India estimates the re-
questal Hotan route in China
could substantially cot extra
fuel requiremants and Night
times, help restore passenger
anid cargn capacty 1t trimmed
by as much as 15 per cent on
routes ke New York. and
Vancouver-Deihl, and reduce
Insses by an estimated $1.19
milllion per weok.

With no slgns of alrspaco
ban easing, Alr India also

wants “temporary subsidy fll
Paklstan alrspace opens®, the
fdocument sald,

Alr India, which has piaced
$10 biillon of atreraft orders, s
seeking help resalving legacy
tax 1ssUes

India’s government in-
demnified the atrline agalnst
clalms payable before selling
1t to Tata In 222, hut several
notlces have been received
related toold tax Nabilitles of
$725 million, ralsing legal and
reputation risks, the docu-
ment said.

A confidential government
netice from March, seen by
Renters, showed tax author-
1tes warned of “coerclve
steps” — Which can Include
freezing of Assets — toTeCovVer
fues of $58 million in one casa.

Contesting such tax de-
mands has led to “additionnl
cashflow burden... despite
assurancoes during disinvest-
mant”, the alrling safd
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Revamp kicks off, DGCA may
better protect flyers’ interest

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: An old plan to restruc-
ture Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) into a financially
and administratively autonomous
organisationlike SEBI or TRAI has
been setintomotionas partof ama-
jor reform to strengthen aviation
safety oversight and better protect
airtravellers’ interests.

A parliamentary panel sought
restructuring to give teeth to the
civil aviation regulator as air traf-
fic has grown exponentially in the
last decade while DGCA battles leg-
acy issues like staff shortage that
can’t be tackled at the required pace
inits current setup.

Based on the parliamentary com-
mittee's advice and directions of civ-
il aviation ministry, DGCA prepared
a report outlining its proposed res-
tructuring. The report is learnt to
have been submitted this week to
ministry, including secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha who is keen on having
an autonomeous aviation regulatory
body on the lines of telecom and se-

curities market regulators, TRAI
and SEBI, respectively. Sources said
the restructuring would happen ina
“staggered manner” after ministry
took a view on DGCA'sreport.

The proposed restructuring of
DGCA into eivil aviation authority
{CAA) may also put in place a dedi-
cated system to protect consumer
interests and ensure grievancesare
promptly redressed. The proposed
CAA with statutory status will also
see the latter getting a funding
mechanism with options being lev-
yving a small charge on flvers. A self-
funded regulator not dependent on
govt for grants will be able to offer
market-linked salaries to attract
talentand invest inlatest tech foref-
fective oversight.

Theideaof havingatrulyauton-
omous CAA has been in the works
for vears but got a push in recent
times due to growth in air traffic,
with airlines having close to 2,000
planes on order, dozens of new air-
ports opening and the skies getting
crowded, thus requiring more safe-
tv oversight.
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