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AAl seeks over 100 personnel for
security of Datia & Satna airports

Our Staff Reporter

BHOFAL
——

Ajrport Authority of India
(AAl) has sought police per-
sonnel for deployment at
Satna and Datia airports
which are waiting to get
licenses for the operation. The
aviation department is mul-
ling over the AALs request.

B [t is responsibility
of the state
government to
provide security
personnel for the
RCS airports

B Around 70 police
personnel have
heen sought for
Datia airport and
58 for the airport
at Satna

Raja Bhoj Airport director
Ramiji Awasthi told Free Press
that over 100 security person-
nel have been sought from the
state government for Datia

Land survey for Shivpuri airport

It is learnt that for Shivpuri airport, the Central gov-
ernment has sanctioned Rs 47 crores. The AAl has
inked a MolU with the state government to get the
land and its surveyis underway. The Shivpuriair-
paort is fit for landing ATR 72 type aircrafts. "Collec-
tor Shivpurl has been asked to identify the land for
the airport and send the information to the govern-
ment,” sald sources in the Aviation department.
Once the land is identified, a process will be started

totransferit to the AAL

"
Representative pic

and Satna airports. The two
airports come under the cat-
egory of Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS). Itis the respon-
sibility of the state government
to provide security personnel
for the RCS airports.

The director further said
thatthelicense applications of
the two airports have been
submitted tothe Director Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and licenses are expected to

be received in the coming
days,

People in the know of the
matter said that around 70 pa-
lice personnel have been
sought for Datiaairport and 58
for the airport at Satna

A senior officer of the avi-
ation department said that the
authorities are considering the
AATS request for security per-
sonnel. Once the security per-
sonnel are assigned, then the
AAl will provide them the
training to handle the security
of airports.

The officer also informed
that the aviation department
and AAIL has signed an Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(Moll'yon October 10 for devel-
opmentand operation of Shiv-
puriairport
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Govtasksairlines toensure
ample staff at check-in points

DEEPAK PATEL
MNew Dethl, 20 November

Adrlines noust ensune Ll all clwck-in
countersat the Delhi airport are fully
stalTed W minimise passenger ineo-
venience assmog has started affecting

the [Might operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
on Wednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during a meeting
with representatives of
major  airlines, Delhi
International Alrport
Limited (DIAL), olficials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)

The meecting was called on
Wednesclay 1o assess readiness of the
daviation ecosystem amid the “early
onsetof fog/smog™ in Delhi.

More than 370 Mights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delaved at the Delhi alrport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution,

"Reviewingthe readinessofthe air-

”J’

port operation controd room, the min-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controfler), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators (o
maintain seamless operalion.” the
ministry said in a statement.

During the meeting, all the airlines
confinmed adherence with the DGCA

puidelines which ask= them o

deploy CAT-11 compliant air-

: craft and pilots in Delhi and

5 other fog-affected airports.

The CAT-TT instrument land-

ing systcm (1LS) at airports

enahles safe aircraft landings

im extremely how visibility, with

CAT-T A allowing lancings at a ming-

i vistbility of 200 meters and CAT-
I B at 50 meters,

“Threg out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have aciivated CAT-10
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised o
install LED screens al prominent loca-
tions o provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and 10 increase
the wvailability of “follow me’ vehicles
o puice aircraf duning low visibility
sitlations,” the ministry mentioned,
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AVIATION MIN
ASSESSES FOG
PREPAREDNESS
AT IGI AIRPORT

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Civil aviation minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu on
Wednesday conducted a high-
level meeting to assess the pre-
paredness of airlines, the Delhi
airport and the Airports Author-
ity of India in view of fog condi-
tions and smog that hamper visi-
bility and disrupt flight opera-
tions in the Capital, officials
aware of the matter said.

The meeting, which comes
amid recent flight delays and
cancellations due to changing
weather conditions, officials
said, was aimed at ensuring
uninterrupted flight operations
and better passenger comfort.

The meeting was attended by
civil aviation secretary Vumlun-
mang Vualnam and other senior
officials.

“The preparations for manag-
ing visibility-related challenges
this winter are moving in the
right direction with good
progress made in resolving the
bottlenecks. The ministry is
committed for comfortable air
travel with minimised disrup-
tions,” a statement issued by the
civil aviation ministry read. Air-
lines have also been instructed
to proactively communicate
potential delays or cancellations
to passengers, it added.
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Steps to address airport waterlogging

SANJAY MANDAL AND
SNEHAL SENGUPTA

Calcutta: Canals will be de-
silted, drainage pipes cleaned
and high-power drainage
pumping stations installed
to resolve the problem of wa-
terlogging in and around the
airport, a meeting decided on
Tuesday.

For many years now parts
of the airport have been
Nooded after every spell of
heavy rain. On several occa-
sions, passengers had to wade
through water to reach the
terminal building after getting
off the buses ferrying them
from aircraft parked in remote
bays.

Some hangars, too, get in-
undated after heavy showers.

The state government has

decided to involve several
agencies, including the PWD,
Hideo, civic bodies, Metro
Railway and RVNL (the cen-
tral government organisation
that is building Metro lines
connecting the airport) to
implement the mitigating
measures.

The agencies were repre-
sented in the meeting, which
was chaired by Sharad Kumar
Dwivedi, the district magis-
trate of North 24-Parganas.

The measures;

B The PWD to construct a
50m-long drain near the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAT)
housing complex.

B The PWD to desilt all road-
side drains.

B Metro Railway to build
a new drain, which will be
linked to the existing one, to

address the problem of water-
logging in front of the old ter-
minal building.
B A high-power drainage
pumpingstation to be installed
for the Mondal Ganthicanal.
B Two drainage pipes near
Haldiram's to be unclogged.
B A pumphouse to beset up to
drain out water from the air-
port to Naoikhaal through the
Donnagar canal, whichis tobe
reconstructed by the Bidhan-
nagar Municipal Corporation.
B A pumping station to be set
up at Bankra on Jessore Road.
B The drain stretching be-
tween airport gate No. 2.5 and
Holiday Inn to be cleaned.
B Lower Bagjola canal to be
dredged.

“Waterlogging on the air-
port premises is a long-stand-
ing problem. We are happy the

state government has taken
the initiative to resolve the
issue. We hope the waterlog-
ging problem will be solved
by the next monsoon,” said
airport director Pravat Ranjan
Beuria.

In a meeting a few weeks
back, state home secretary
Nandini Chakravarti had
asked the North 24-Parganas
district administration to take
steps to address the problem
of waterlogging.

Dwivedi said multiple
areas prone to waterlogging
around the airport were iden-
tified on Tuesday and sugges-
tions were sought from the
stakeholders who attended the
meeting.

“We have identified mul-
tiple problem areas along
VIP Road. We are looking at

ways to ensure that the areas
around the airport and its ap-
proach roads, including VIP
Road and Jessore Road, don’t
get flooded during showers,”
he said.

Debraj Chakraborty, the
mayoral council member in
charge of sewerage and drain-
age at the Bidhannagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation, said they
have suggested an increase in
the capacity of the drainage
pumping station opposite City
Centre IT, setting up of multi-
ple booster pumping stations
along VIP Road and replacing
drainage pipes with bigger
ones.

“The capacity of the drain-
age pumping station oppo-
site City Centre II can be in-
creased in a short time,” said
Chakraborty.
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Your Wait In Aircraft Before
Takeoff May Not Be Endless

New Guidelines May Help Flyers Beat Winter Blues At Gl

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a huge relief to
passengers, this year they may
not remain holed up inside air-
craft for hours, waiting for low
visibility to improve at Delhi
Airport before takeoff, Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) has introduced new
cguidelines that "allows smo-
oth re-entry of passengers
stranded inside aircraft due to
weather or technical delays,
minimising inconvenience
and facilitating smoother re-
boarding when flights resume.
Adrill of thesame by stakehol-
ders concerned is also being
carried out", aviation mini-
stry on Wednesday said.

Previously, during foggy
conditions at airportslike Del-
hi's IGIA, passengers faced
prolonged waits inside air-
craft. Airlines were reluctant
to allow passengers to disem-
bark as it necessitated additio-
nal security checks and risked
losing take-off slots.

During Wednesday's revi-
ew of "early onset of fog/smog
in NCR", Union aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu imple-
mented various measures to

File Photo

CLEARING THE DAZE DURING HAZE

ensure "uninterrupted opera-
tions and better passenger
comfort”. "Chaired a high-le-
vel meeting (on Wednesday) to
ensure Delhi Airport is ready
for the winter season. With a
passenger-centric approach,
Our preparations for winter
challenges areon track," hesa-
1d on X. Following a "passeng-
er-centric approach,” he said
"real-time coordination betwe-
en air traffic control, airlines,
ground handlers and airport
operators to maintain seam-
less operation”, according to
the ministry's statement.
DGCA chief D CSharmare-
cently instructed airlines to ut-
ilise CAT III-compliant aircraft

and crew for evening to mor-
ning flights at Delhi and other
airports with CAT III instru-
ment landing system (ILS) ca-
pability; "All airlines have con-
firmed adherence with DGCA
guidelines to deploy CAT II/III
compliant aircraft and pilots in
Delhi and other fog affected air-
ports. Three out of four runwa-
ys at Delhi airport have activa-
ted CAT III ILS systems,” the
statement noted.

Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) received in-
structionsto"install LED scre-
ens at prominent locations to
provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to in-
crease the availability of 'fol-

low me' vehicles to guide
aircraft during low visibility
situations”.

Naildu instructed airlines
to actively inform passengers
about potential delays and
cancellations due to visibility
issues and ensure accurate
passenger contact details du-
ring bookings. "And the flight
has to be cancelled if the delay
1s exceeding three hours...
Priority during any such dela-
ys/cancellations is proper fa-
cilitation of the passengers.”

He additionally "directed
that all check-in counters be ful-
ly staffed to minimise passeng-
er inconvenience" during peak
hours. Aviation secretary Vum-
lunmang Vualnam, who asses-
sed the situation at IGIA late
Monday night, attended the me-
eting alongside senior officials
from DGCA, BCAS, Met
department DIAL and airline
representatives.

"The preparationsfor mana-
ging visibility-related challeng-
es this winter are moving in the
right direction with good pro-
gress made inresolving the bott-
lenecks. The ministry is com-
mitted to comfortable air travel
with minimised disruptions,”
concluded the statement.
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RGIA sees
record 2.5m
flyers in Oct

Hyderabad: GMR Air-
ports Limited (GAR) repor-
ted strong growth at Rajiv
Gandhi International Afr-
port (RGIA) in Oct, with
passenger numbers rea-
ching nearly 2.5 million, a
22% increase compared to
the same period last vear,

The airport saw growth
across both domestic and
international sectors. Do-
mestic passenger traffic ro-
se by 22.7% vear-over-vear,
while international travel
saw a16.3% increase. A new
milestone was achieved on
Oet 14, when 87,000 passeng-
ers passed through the air-
port inasingle day.

RGIA recorded 17,553
aircraft movements, reflec-
ting a 19% increase compa-
red to Oct 1ast year.
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Invested billions in connecting India to theworld’

FedEx, one of the world's largest express transportation companies, is scaling up
operations in India, said RICHARD W SMITH, chief operating officer (C00), international,
and chief executive officer (CE0), airline, FedEx. In a video interview with Peerzada Abrar,
Smith said the company is exploring the India market for setting up air cargo hubs for
better connectivity. This week, the firm will officially inaugurate the fourth international
daily flight that connects India to the rest of the world. Edited excerpts:

What are FedEx’s expansion
plansin India?

India is an exciting and dynamic growth
market forus. We continue toinvestin
this market. Infact, todate, we've
invested overabillion dollars in this
marketand in connecting Indiatothe
world. We launched on November 5, my
birthdayactually, a fourth international
daily flight that connects India to the
restof the world and our broader
network thatservices 220 countries and
territories around the world. The official
unveiling of that flight is November 19.
Wehave the largestcargo
airline on planet Earth.
Those four daily flights or
46weekly flights
connecting Indiatoour
broader networkand the

RICHARD W SMITH

Anynew investments that you plan to
make in the country?

We’re exploring the India market for
air cargo hubs. We are looking to putin
anew air cargo hub that will better
connect intra-India and the other
regional markets to the restof the
world. We are looking at several
locations for that. This does notexist
in India today. Itwould be the first of
itskind, a fully automated FedEx cargo
hub. We are very excited to be the first
toput thatin the market in India.
Certainly, we would haveto hire
people asweset up that
cargo hub.Ican'tgive you
anexactnumberinterms
of people that we would
have working there or the
investment. It would be in

restof the world arereally
important for helping to
accelerate the growth that
we seein this market. We
think that our top-line revenue in this
market will more than double in the
next three years. We're going to grow
faster than the Indian market, which is
growingvery fast. The new flightgoes
to Guangzhou, Bengaluru, Dubai,
Liege (Belgium), and then it comes
back. But it connects at Liege to several
other flights, which go across the
Atlantic Ocean and then connect to
the United States.

(00, International &
CEO, Airline, FedEx

line with some of our other
hubs that we putin other
markets around the world.

Whatis FedEx’s role in strengthening
India’s logistics infrastructure and
promoting global trade?
Globally,in FY24, FedEx
contributed over $85
billion in direct
economicimpact and
itsindirect
contributions to total
worldwide net
economicoutput

reached about $40 billion. India isone
ofthe great growth stories out there
today. There are some other markets
thatare very exciting from a growth
perspective, like Mexico and Vietnam.
ButIwould say India isup there and
definitely amongthe top three exciting
growth markets in the world today. If
you look atthe value of goods moving
inthe global tradingecosphere, it's
about $16 trillion worth. And, FedEx
moves about $2 trillion of that. So,
aboutone-eighth of the value of goods
movingaround the world today flows
inour global networks. Thatiswhat we
bringtothetable, the ability to helpa
fast-growing market like India connect
tothe rest of the world and help the
rest of the world connectto India. We
see southern India growing even faster
than alotofthe restof the country.
Thisis why we launched the flight that
Imentioned. Thereason it comes
through Bengaluru is because we see a
v, lotofgrowthin
,&1 \_  industrieslike high-
. tech, electronics,
automotive, e-
commerce, and
# healthcare.

. Whatare the
opportunities that
you are looking

to tap in the country, including
e-commerce and healthcare?

Wesee alotof opportunity as those
sectors grow here. They can use our
vast network and our expertise in
terms of different solutions that we
offer to help those customers better
manage theirsupply chains and
connect to the world. We are investing
inspacessuchas high tech,
automotive, e-commerce, healthcare
and aerospace. Our customers span all
of those industries and all of them are
growing in India quite handsomely.

India is a very price-conscious
market and there are local logistics
players emerging to provide
solutions. Any plans to modify
pricing in this market?
It'sachallenging market domestically,
particular if you’re talking about
e-commerce. That’s why we made the
$100 million investment in Delhivery.
Delhiveryisour partner here for a lotof
the lower-value e-commerce
shipments that we move around. And
then, of course, we have the
international shipments movingin
and outof India. IthinkIndiais
somewhat challenging from a yield
perspective. Butas the value of goods
goesup, I think that yield challenge
gets easier tosolve.

66 VWEARE LOOKINGTO PUTIN PLACE
ANEWAIR CARGO HUB THATWILL
BETTER CONNECT INTRA-INDIAAND
OTHER REGIONAL MARKETS TOTHE
RESTOFTHE WORLD"
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Changed ru!e to let deplaned passengers
stay segregated, reboard without rescreen
If tarmac delay over 2 hrs at Delhi Airport

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Airlines will soon
be able to deplane passengers
if inclement weather halts a
flight for more than two hours
at the Capital, and reboard
them without conducting ti-
me-consuming security
checks, officials told ET.

IGI Airport will build a sepa-
rate, temporary enclosure for
passengers stranded due to
the take-off delays —expected
in fog season this winter — as
the Centre tweaks a key secu-
rity-related rule toease the pa-
in of travellersand airlines.

The proposed changes to the
security protocol will allow
the airlines to optimally use
slots at India’s busiest avia-
tion hub, saving critical time
In a season when foul weather
often drastically shortens ef-
fective operating hours.

According to the proposal,
when passengers are disem-
barked, they will be brought
back to a separate area — seg-
regated from the other pas-
sengers inthe maindeparture

Flight Club
8,038 Fuicrrs

delayed during Dec 2023-Jan
2024 due to fog disruption

;_@ 9 HOURS of delay
e In one instance, with

passengers stranded in plane

terminal. Delhi Airport is
working on building a tempo-
rary enclosure.

“The airport and airlines
concerned are conducting
drills on executing this proce-
dure. Initially, this process
may be followed for aircraft
using aerobridges, and then
expanded for all others,” said
a government official aware
of the plan.

Last year, there were cases
where passengers were stran-
ded inside planesforaslongas
nine hours, with tempers run-
ning short. In one such case, a
passenger assaulted an Indi-
Gopilot.

Delhi Airport and others in
the northern region are pre-
paring for massive disrup-
tions this winter as visibility
has started to drop from mid-
November itself.
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This is due to a change in wind di-
rection and increased pollution.
Traditionally, the northern region
faces fog from the middle of De-
cember until mid-January.

There will be emphasis on segre-
gating passengerssothey canrebo-
ard the aircraft without posing po-
tential risks to security. “The airsi-
de of the airport is a sanitized,
high-security space. Any equip-
ment can be handed over to the pas-
senger between the boarding gate
and the plane. So, it is important
they stay segregated,” said the go-
vernment official cited above.

At present, once passengers are
deplaned after an aborted take-off,
they must be brought back to the
arrival side, and transferred to the
departure terminal. They also
must undergo elaborate security
checks afresh.

Airlines have often not allowed
deboarding passengers despite a
delay in take-off, as the processof a
security check is time consuming.

An aircraft enters the take-off qu-
eue on a first-come-first-serve ba-

sis. It getsa departure sequence on-
ly when it has closed its door after
boarding passengers. “Oncethedo-
orsareclosed, the planeisinthequ-
eue. During extreme foggy days,
when schedules have been disrup-
ted, there can be 100 planes in the
queue. The fog season is very un-
certain,” an airline official said.

“Visibility may improve sudden-
ly, but if the passengers have to un-
dergo a security check again, it be-
comes impossible to reboard them
again and take off. So, the aircraft
loses the departure slot and has to
waitagain, leadingtocascading de-
lays. This change, if permitted,
will make it easier to handle such
cases,” theofficial added.

Delhi Airport has four runways,
of which three are equipped with
CAT IHIB instrument landing sy-
stem, where flight operations can
happen with runway visual range
of up to 50 metres and take-offs at
125 metres.

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation has asked airlines to de-
ploy an adequate number of pilots
trained to operate in low-visibility
operations.
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At G-20 summit, India, China discuss
resumption of flights, visa issuance

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Chinese counter

part Wang Yi meet for the first time since LAC disengagement

agreement last month and a meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

month after India
Aand China an-
nounced that they

would disengage their
troops along the Line of
Actual Control, the two
countries have agreed to
discuss the “next steps” in
their relationship, includ-
ing the resumption of di-
rect flights, visas, journal-
ist permissions, river-data
sharing and allowing In-
dian pilgrims to Kailash
Mansarovar.

This announcement was
made after External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar met
with Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister Wang Yi on the side-
lines of the G-20 summit in
Rio de Janeiro on Monday,
their first interaction since
the LAC disengagement
agreement on October 21,
and a meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in Russia.

“The Ministers recog-
nised that the disengage-
ment in our border areas
had contributed to the

Warmer times: External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankar meets
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Rio de Janeiro on Monday. ANl

maintenance of peace and
tranquillity,” the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
said in a statement on
Tuesday. “It was agreed
that a meeting of the Spe-
cial Representatives and of
the Foreign Secretary-Vice
Minister mechanism will
take place soon,” it added,
referring to talks on the
boundary question bet-
ween National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval and Mr.
Wang, as well as between
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri and his counterpart.

The Ministry said India
had been “principled”,
“consistent”, and indepen-
dent in its actions, and was

“against unilateral ap-
proaches to establish
dominance”.

On the global stage

Discussing their role on the
international stage, Mr.
Jaishankar and Mr. Wang
referred to the “construc-
tive” engagement between
India and China at BRICS,
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, and G-20.

The meeting came as
Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi ar-
rived in Rio to address the
G-20 summit being hosted
by Brazil. Mr. Modi held bi-
lateral talks with the lead-
ers of a number of coun-
tries, including Brazil,
Indonesia, Italy, the United
Kingdom, and Australia,
while exchanging greetings
with others on the side-
lines of the summit. Off-
cials said, however, that no
formal bilateral meeting
had been scheduled with
the Chinese President.

The two Foreign Minis-
ters last met during the
BRICS summit in Kazan,
accompanying their lead-
ers, and had held talks in
June and July that are be-
lieved to have set the pace
for military and diplomatic
talks to resolve the impasse
at the LAC.

‘Practical progress’

According to a separate
statement by the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MFA), Mr. Wang had said
that “China-India relations
have been restarted and re-
launched” after the Modi-

Xi meeting in Kazan on Oc-
tober 23, and that the two
sides should “send more
positive signals” after this.
In particular, he men-
tioned the lack of direct
flights, which were origi-
nally suspended during the
COVID-19 pandemic, but
were never restored due to
the tensions at the LAC,
and called for Delhi and
Beijing to plan to com-
memorate the 75th year of
their diplomatic engage-
ment in 2025.

“We should strive to
make practical progress as
soon as possible in the re-
sumption of direct flights,
mutual assignment of jour-
nalists and visa facilita-
tion,” the readout by the
Chinese MFA said. “Next
year will mark the 75th an-
niversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic rela-
tions between China and
India, and the two sides
should plan commemora-
tive activities and encour-
age exchanges and visits in
all fields and at all levels to
enhance understanding
and mutual trust,” it
added.
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Aviation minister
holds review
meeting

New Dethi: Civil Aviation
Ministerk Rammohan Maidu
o Wednesday held a review
meeting with various stake-
holders on fog preparedness
and asked airlines o proac

tively mform passengers
abaut Might dedays 2wl as
ensure check-in counters are
fully staffed io hedpmimmse
vl disnaptions. " The prepa

ratons for managing visibil-
ity -related challenges this
winter are moving in the nght
direction with good progress
made inresohing the botthe-
necks” the cvil aiation min-
stry said ina rdease. PTI
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Inform passengers on flight
delays: Aviation Min to airlines

NEW DELHI: Civil Aviation
MlEnister K Rammioban MNaida on
Wednesday held a review meei -
ing’ with various takeholders
on g preparedness and asked
airlines to proactively inform

i abont (Eght delays =
Eﬂ n:rf::u.ru d:ﬂliifi:l. courtlers
are fully staified to help minimise
travel dineption.

“The Lt for man-
aging visibality-refated chal-
lenges this winter are movi
inthe r.ishl direction with t:c::g

rogress made in resolving the
ul..El.'nth'n.' the civil aviation
ministry said in a relese.

Civil Aviation Secretary Viem-
burmang Vaalnam, senfor officials
frvam the mnistry DGCA (Direc-
towate Creneral of Cavil Avistion),
BCAS{ Bureaw of Civil Aviation
Security), lndian hk!urtu]rﬁil;i]
Department (IMDY), Delhi air-
port operatar DAL and airline
r\epruxmal.i.m. among others,
participated in the meeting. On
Monaday, bad weather condstions
it Lhe national capital resulled i
at least 15 flight diversions amd
a delay of more than 100 Qights
as visibility conditions were very
poar. Generally, the foyg seadon
starts in early December.

Accomding to the release, air-
bines have confirmed that they
will adhiere to the DGCA guide-
Hines wiith respect to deploy
CAT /L eomplinn airer I:?
anl pilots for [Delhi and other
airports that coulbd be imgacted

On Monday, bad
weather conditions
in the national
capital resulted in
at least 15 flight
diversions and a
delay of more
than 100 flights as
visibility conditions
were very poor

by g, Ohist ol Ui Bt emicvnsays
af the Diedhi airpart, which isalso
the country’s usiest airport,
thres have CAT 11 LS (Instru-
et LAmhnFS}sl.eml that will
rrnaid flagght rations al low
Vsibilitylevels,

CAT I/ compliance will
alllow pJ-uu Lo operale abrorali at
low visability comditions.

Airlimeshave been instrucled
las 'prnu.n:Linf commmnunicale

gers aboul paten-
tial detays/ cancellations due
to visibilaty issoes and 1o ensure
that carrect passenger contact

information is reconded dur-
ing tcket booking. The Oight
s 1o be cancelled if the delay
is exceedinyg three hours.” the
release sxid.

Proper l'nl.'lll.lal.umd'l:u.\.wn
Hers is Il:ka:ur:w dun.n IJ:I'DE

ilﬂ.]l#l[ 5
Airlines should ensure that all
check-in coumters af srporis ane
fully staffed 1o minimise passen-
gurin:umtrriunm.!hu miniser
said at the meeting,
[elhi airpori operator [MAL
{ Delhi Internatonal Asrpoct Lid)
Tz e advised b imsitall LED
dcreens al Fﬂrm:l.mnlhn-ulium
for providing real- time ugdates
on ELihU.rJ':?un‘uhUum 1oy pas-
sengers. Besides, it las been
askoed 1o ensure increased avail-
abality of Follow Me' vehacles o
e airerall d ke wisibrilaty
gu;]iium.l. “mwhmur*
o ha.'r.i.ng i passenger-centric
approach, Naxdu mentioned the
importance of real-time coor-
dination between Air Tralfic
Controdlers [ ATCs), airlines,
ground handlers and airport
operalors 1o ensure seambess
aperalione WEEMIEY
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Flight delayed? Now take a walk!

RAJESH KUMAR B MEW DELHI

ﬂ.ir PAsSENGETs Can NOW Move
ound in the event of a flight
delay due to fog. Earlier passengers
were kept seated on board so that the
plane could start taxiing as soon as it
got permission to do so, for takeoff
when the fog lifted. The new rule
allows passengers to disembark the
aircraft and move to the departure
terminal if their flight gets delayed due
to bad weather
Besides, if the replacement flight
arrives later than three hours after the
scheduled arrival time, passengers may
also be able to daim compensation.
The Ministry of Civil Aviation said,
“Airlines have been instructed to
‘proactively communicate  with
passengers about potential delays!
cancellations due to wvisibility issues
and to ensure that correct passenger
contact information is  recorded
during ticket booking. The flight has
tor be cancelled if the delay is exceeding
three hours",
Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Wednesday
condocted a high-level meeting to
assess the preparedness of airines,
Dielhi  airport and the Airports
Aunthority of India {AAT, considering
the premature arrival of fog and smog
in the Mational Capital Region. The
meeting, officials said, was aimed at
ensuring  uninterrupted  flight
operations and better  passenger
comfort. The meeting was attended by
Vumlunmang Vualnam, civil aviation
secretary and other senior officials
from the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
the Directorate CGeneral of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), Indian
Meteorological Department (IMD},

T

Dielhi operator and airline officials.
“The preparations for managing
wisibility-related challenges this winter
are moving in the right direction with
pood progress made in resolving the

ottlenecks,” the civil aviation
ministry said in a release. According to
the release, airlines hove confirmed
i they il adher 10 the DGCA

muuh:mpmabr? out of the
four runways ai the Delhi airport,
which is also the country's busiest
girpart, three have CAT III ILS
(Instrument Landing System) that will
permit  flight operations at low
visihility levels.

The CAT III compliance will allow
pilots to operate aircraft at low
visibility conditions. Proper
facilitation of passengers is the priority
during times of flight delays and
cancellations. Airlines should ensure
that all check-in counters at airports
are fully staffed to minimise passenger
inconvenience, the minister said at the
migeting,
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Isro’s Gsat-20 part of SpaceX’s global launch record

Surendra Singh &
Chethan Kumar | Tnn

Ton Musk-owned SpaceX

< has set a global record and

_iIndia has become part of
that historic achievement. In
just 20 hours, SpaceX on Tues
day became the first space agen-
¢y in the world to successfully
launch three Falcon 9 rocket
missions, completing its 112th,
1ath, and N4th launches of the
vear One of these rockets
launched India's most ad-
vanced heavyweight communi-
cation satellite Gsat-20 or Gsat-
N2 weighing 4,700kg.

SpaceX went on a launch-
ing spree with its Falcon-8
rocket first sending an Austra-
lian communications compa-
ny's satellite TD7 into space
from Florida spaceport. Then
another  Falcon9  rocket
launched 20 Starlink satellites
from Vandenberg Space Force

Pics: AFP & PT1

HISTORIC MOMENT: A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket carrying Isro's Gsat-20 satellite lifts off from Launch Complex
40 at Nasa Kennedy Space Center on Monday, (right) Successful deployment of the communication satellite

Base in California. At the
stroke of one minute past mid-
night in the intervening night
of Monday and Tuesday
SpaceX’s  third Falcond
launched India's Gsat-20 satel-
lite fromm Cape Canaveral
Space Force Station in Flor-
ida. After the 34-minute space

Gsat-20 expected to enhance
broadband, in-flight connectivity

»FromP1

life of 14 years, is ex-
pected to significant-
ly enhance broadband ser-
vires and in-flight connec-
tivity
Congratulating lsro and
SpaceX for the successful
launch, space minister Ji-
tendra Singh posted on X,
“Kudos team Isro & SpaceX
for successful launch of
GSAT N2! Aims at enhanc-
ing internet services, in-
cluding in remote areas as

( ™ sat-20, with a mission

well as in-flight connectivi-
ty With personal interven-
tion of PM Shri Narendra
Modi, Isro has been able to
register one success after
the other This is the second
demand-driven communi-
cations satellite of NSIL and
is primarily aimed at megt-
ing India’s growing broad-
band connectivity needs.

Multiple officials  in
NSIL confirmed that the
bulk of the high-throughput
satellite’s capacity has al-
ready been secured by Indi-
an service providers,

journey, the rocket injected
Geat-20 into the geosynchro-
nous transferarbit (GTO).
Soon after the orbit place-
ment, SpaceX posted on X, “De-
ployment of @NSIL India
GSATNZ confirmed”. lsmo's
commercial arm NSIL respon-
ded an X, “GSAT-N2 weighing

4700 kg has been injected into
the desired Geo-synchronous
Transfer Orbit and ISRO’s Mas-
ter Control Facility (MCF) has
taken control of the satellite.
Preliminary data indicates the
salellite in good health.”

The first stage of Faleon 9,
which launched Gsat20, came

back to Earth about 8.5 min-
utes after returning from
space. This isthefirst time Isro
launched a satellite through
SpaceXas Indian rockets don't
have the capability to lift a sat-
ellite beyond 4,000kg.

NSIL, which fully owns, op-
erates and funds the satellite,
said Gaat-20 can provide up o 48
Ghps of capacity across 32
beams covering all of India, in-
cluding Andaman & Nicobar
and Lakshadweep Islands. Ac-
cording to NSIL CMD Radhak-
rishnan D, SpaceX was selected
against an RFP foated last vear
There were other bidders too.
“This marks a new beginning
as we launch on a US rocket
from their soil. The present
agreement is only for this
launch, and we will look at fu-
ture requirements as and when
we need,” Radhakrishnan said.

» Enhance broadband, P 15
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Tamil woman
travelling from
Kuala Lumpur
dies mid-air
Times NEws NeTwork

Chennai: A passenger from
Kallakurichi district passed
away mid-flight on an Indigo
Airlines flight from Malavsia
to Chennai on Tuesday

The passenger, identified
as Raasathi from Sankarapu-
ram in Kallakurichi district,
had been working at Kuala
LumpurinMalaysia, asa hou-
sekeeper for the past two ye-
ars. With her husband Maayva-
van unable to secure stahle
emplovment, Raasathi had ta-
ken up the job abroad to sup-
port the family.

It was reported that Raa-
sathi worked in several homes
there, Recently, she was diag-
nosed with a lung-related ill-
ness, Unable to continue wors
king. she decided to return to
herhometownand boardedan
Indigo Airlines flight from
Kuala Lumpur to Chennai on
Tuesday,

ON A FLIGHT FROM
MALAYSIA TO CHENNAI

During the flight to Chen-
nai, Raasathi experienced he-
alth complications. The cabin
crew informed the pilot, who
alerted the Chennal airport
control room to arrange for
medical assistance upon lan-
ding. The flight arrived at
Chennai International Air-
port at 7Tam and medical per-
sonnel boarded the plane im-
mediately to examine the pas-
senger, but Raasathi was fo-
und dead in her seat. It was
announced that she died due
to asudden cardiac arrest, lik-
ely caused by her existing
Iung condition.

The Chennai airport poli-
ce took custody of the body
and sent it to Chromepet Govt
Hospital for a postmortem ex-
amination. A case hasbeenre-
gistered, and further investi-
gationsare ongoing.
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5-hour Phuket-Delhi
flight turns into 4-day

ordeal for passengers

Times News NeETWORR

New Delhi: What was sup-
posed to be a five-hour Phu-
ket-Delhi Air India (AD
Might has turned out tobe a
four-day nightmare for ma-
Ny PASSENZers,

Their ordeal started Nov
16 when AI 377 was schedu-
led to take off at 5.50 pm (lo-
cal time) to Delhi with 142
passengers. However, the
Alrbus A320 (VT-EDD) co-
uld not take off due to tech-
nical and crew flight duty ti-
me limitation issues, sour-
ces sald. The next day, the
aircraft took off at B.44pm,
only toreturn to the Thai be-
ach city after three-and-a
Jhalf hours due toa snag.

Now, Al sources say 30-35
passengers still in Phuket
are likely to be flown out on
Wednesday If that happens,
these flvers would have rea-
ched Delhi four days after
they were originally suppo-
sed to. " The airline provided
them hotel accommaodation
in Phuket when the Nov 16
flight was cancelled. Most of
the 142 people have either
cancelled tickets and made
other arrangements to re-

Pi¢ o l preEnLation

30-35 passengers stuck in Phuket
are likely to be flown out today

turn to Delhi,” said an Al so-
urce, Al said in a statement
that it “sincerely regrets the
inconvenience™.

“While our staff on gro-
und made efforts to minimi-
se their inconvenience, pro-
viding all on-ground assi-
stance including hotel ac-
commodation and meals,
some of the guests were re-
accommodated on alternati-
vely available flights. Pas-
sengers werealsooffered op-
tions for full refunds on can-
cellation and complimenta-
ryrescheduling,” Al said.

The airline has added
that the safety and security
of its passengers and crew
“is top priority”,



== [ § ]

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA MUMBAT 20 NOVEMBER 2024

India, China talk
direct flights &
sharing river data

Sachin.Parashar@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: With disengagement at the remai-
ning friction points in eastern Ladakh having
proceeded without a hitch, India and China fo-
cused on taking the next steps in normalising
Sino-Indian ties as external affairs minister 5
Jaishankarmethiscounterpari Wang Yiin Rio
on the margins of the G20 sumimit.

According to an Indian readout, the steps
discussed — in what was the first high-level
meeting since PM Narendra Modi met Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in Kazan on Oct 23 and endor-
sed the disengagement agreement reached da-
ys earlier — included resumption of the Kai-
lash Mansarovar Yatra, data sharing on trans-
border rivers, resumption of direct flights and
mediaexchanges,

“In Kazan, our leaders reached a consensus
on taking next steps on our relationship, be-
aring inmind the understanding of Oct 21. lam
glad to note that on the ground, implementa-
tion of that un- : 2
derstanding 5 :
has proceeded

as planmed,” Ja-
W

ishankar said
in the meeting =3
with Wang. In- v
terestingly, Ja- .
ishankar did L.

not use the Jaishankar with Wang Yi on the
word agree- margins of G20 Summit in Rio
ment that Indi-

an officials had used earlier while describing
the LAC patrolling arrangements leading todi-
sengagement. Chinahas also not used the word
agreement so far but has called it a resolution.

While talking about the importance of re-
sumptionof tiesfollowing the “successful” Ka-
zan meeting for not just the people of India and
China but also the Global South, Wang called
for sending more “positive signals” like facili-
tating visas as spon as possible, enhancing
trust and nursing “less suspicion”. The Chine-
se foreign ministry said separately that the re-
lationshipis at a new starting point.

The Indian govt also said the ministers re-
cognised that the disengagement in borderare-
as had contributed to maintenance of peace
and tranquillity which India sees as essential
for normalisation of the relationship. “The
two ministers felt that it was imperative that
the focns should be on stabilising ties, mana-
ging differences and taking the next steps,” In-
dian govt said,
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