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New ponds on Madras Race Club premises may increase chances of bird strikes: AAI

State government highlighting
the issue. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

With the work to create
four ponds in Madras Race
Club under way, the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) has highlighted that
this could increase the inci-
dence of bird strikes at the
airport and was a cause for
concern.

The Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) has said

the main aim was to store
and recharge groundwater,
and each of the four ponds
would have a storage ca-
pacity of 0.8 million cubic
feet under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.
The work is in progress
and is likely to be complet-
ed in the next three weeks.

Officials of the AAI said
they planned to write to
the State government soon
highlighting the issue.

“These ponds are in the
flight approach path and
may attract birds. At the
Guindy-end of the main
runway (25 side of the run-
way), we may witness bird
strikes in the future. We
will send a letter shortly
stating the issues it can
cause for flight move-
ment,” an official said.
“These birds could fly at
lower altitudes, and if they
travel in flocks, it could be

dangerous for an aircraft,”
another official said. While
most bird strikes take place
below an altitude of 2,500
feet, on rare occasions,
they can happen even as
high as over 20,000 feet
too.

GCC Commissioner J.
Kumaragurubaran  said
there were already three
water-retaining structures
inside the Madras Race
Club, and they were only

creating more such struc-
tures.

Acknowledging that
massive waterbodies could
attract birds, he added:
“The entire 162 acres is not
to be converted into a wa-
terbody, but possibly only
four to five acres will be
used as water-holding
structures. Further, the ex-
isting structures created by
the club had not attracted
any biodiverse activity.

Hence, there was no need
for an environmental study
to confirm if the new struc-
tures will bring in birds. If
the AAI writes to us, we
will respond to it address-
ing their concerns.”

S. Balachandran, former
deputy director, Bombay
Natural History Society,
said there was a possibility
of birds visiting these wa-
terbodies.

“Every pond may not at-

tract birds, and it depends
on the depth of the water-
body. If it is too deep then
there may not be very ma-
ny birds. If it is shallow, the
chances of bird movement
may be higher. It may take
a couple of years for the
ecosystem to form, and
then, we can see a spike in
bird movement, especially
migratory and local birds
that fly at lower altitudes,”
he said.
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AAl to construct parking-cum-patient waiting
lounge at acostof 311.73crorein AlIMS

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) announced the
commencement of construc-
tion for the parking-cum -
patient waiting lounge at the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi.

The project is funded
under AAI's Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative
with the total estimated cost
for construction being Rs
11.73 crore. The BhoomiPoo-
jan ceremony held on 17th
October 2024 in the august
presence of M. Suresh, Chair-

o ._m:r..

man, AAL Karan Singh, Addi-
tional Director Administra-
tion, AIIMS and AAI Board
Members.

This initiative is part of
AAl's ongoing commitment
to supporting social welfare
and infrastructure develop-

ment. The proposed facility
will be located near gate
number 2 at AIIMS and is
aimed atalleviating conges-
tion and providing much-
needed space for the atten-
dants of patients as well as
dedicated parking.
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ACTIVIST EXPOSES
INADEQUACIES
AT HYD AIRPORT

SABA ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 19

An activist Sai Teja has
exposed the inadeguacies at

Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport. Even though visitors
are asked to cough up 2125 for
entry, Sai found that was no
facility for drinking water for
persons in the waiting area
and the purchase bills did not
print GST numbers.

In response, the airport's
public relations officer Aditi
said there was a technical
problem and the GST numbers
were not printing on some
bills. “This issue has been
fixed and future bills will
include the correct informa-
tion,” she said.

Airport officials also prom-
ised to provide better services.
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PM to virtually
inaugurate
Rewa airport
today

Our Staff Reporter

BHODFAL
—

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will virtually inaugurate
the Rewa airport on Sunday
The Rewa airport will be a
historical achievement for
Vindhya belt. It has come up
on 102 hectare land and its

construction cost is Hs 300
crores. It is going to provide
air travel facility to tourists
and investors and thus going
to boost the economical activ-
ities ofthe region.

State government has done
all the preparations of the in-
augural programme of Rewa
airport. Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav , Deputy CM Rajendra
Shukla, Panchayat Minister
Prahlad Singh Patel etc are
going to remain present dur-
ingthe inaugural programme.

It was sometime back that
Rewa airport got the licence
for operation from Director
General of Civil Aviation.
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Country facing a huge threat

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

VARANASI: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday accused the
previous governments in Uttar
Pradesh of indulging in dynastic
politics and subsequently over-
looking the development of Vara-
nasi, as he urged the youth from
“non-political” families tojoin poli-
tics.

The PM, who inaugurated
developmental projects worth
over 6,700 crore in his parlia-
mentary constituency of Varanasi
during his one-day visit, said that
till 10 years ago scams worth bil-
lions used to be in the headlines,
“but it isno longer the case.”

“The country is facing a huge
threat from pariwarvad. They
never believe in giving opportuni-
ties to the youth. That is why I
appealed from the Red Fortabout
bringing one lakh such youth of
the country into politics whose
family has nothing to do with poli-
tics, Thisis a campaign to change
the politics of India. This is a cam-
paign to eradicate corruption and
ideology of pariwarwad,” he said,
in a veiled attack at the Congress
and the Samajwadi Party.

The PM urged the youth of
Uttar Pradesh, especially Varanasi,
to become part of the “new poli-
ties” with an open mind.

“Kashi has once again become a
witness to giving new momentum
to the nation,” he said.

Modi alleged that Varanasi was
shortchanged for a long time by
earlier governments which
believed in furthering their inter-
ests. “What was the mentality due
to which Kashi was deprived of

from dynastic p

development? Remember the situ-
ation 10 years ago, Varanasi had to
vearn for development,” he said.

“Why did those who ruled the
government for a long time in
Uttar Pradesh and decades in
Delhi take no care for Varanasi?
The answer is —nepotism and poli-
tics of appeasement. Beit the Sam-
ajwadi Party or the Congress, the
development of Varanasi was nei-
ther their priority nor will it be in
future. The BJP government runs
on the ideology of ‘sabka vikas',”
the PM said.

“Today, in just 125 days, the start
of work worth over 151akh crore
is being discussed in every house-
hold,” he added. Modi said his gov-
ernment has two major goals—to
increase the convenience of the
people and to give people jobs.

“Today, new highways are
being builtin the country, railway
tracks are being laid on new
routes, and new airports are being
built. This is not just a work of
stone and iron, butitisincreasing

Ll

Block and Girls
njilines Varanosl

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation stone laying and inauguration ceremony of
various developmental projects in Varanasi on Sunday.

the convenience of the people and
creating jobs for the youth,” he
said.

Earlier, Modi inaugurated RJ
Sankara eye hospital being run by
the Kanchi Math. The hospital will
benefit people of 20 districts of
eastern Uttar Pradesh as well as
those living in the border areas of
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and
Chhattisgarh, according to people
associated with the Kanchi Math.

Modi said he was feeling
“blessed” to be back in Varanasi.
“For a long time, Kashi's identity
has been that ofa centre of religion
and spirituality but now, itis also
set to emerge as a big centre of
healthcare with various top-of-the-
line health treatment facilities now
available in Varanasi,” the Prime
Minister said.

Among the projects, 16 develop-
ment projects worth over 33200
croreare in Varanasi.

UP chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath was also present at the event.
HePM Modi as the leader of New

PTI

India. “As the leader of New India,
PM Narendra Modi represents the
country from UP’s Varanasi. The
whole country and the world are
witnessing a transforming Vara-
nasi that is preserving its spiritual
and cultural heritage,” he said.
“In the last 10 years, projects
worth 344,000 crore have been
approved for Varanasi. Today, Var-
anasi is receiving projects worth
3,200 crore as a gift before the
festival of Diwali from the PM.”

Airport projects worth
Z6K-crore unveiled on
UDAN's 8th anniversary
PM Modi unveiled several airport
projects worth over 36,100 crore
from Varanasi on the eighth anni-
versary of the Udan (Ude Desh ka
Aam Nagrik) scheme on Sunday.
He laid the foundation stone for
the expansion of the airport run-
wayand the construction of a new
terminal building in Varanasiand
also laid the foundation stone fora
new civil enclaveat Agra Airport,

olitics: Modi

Shankaracharya
lauds NDA govt
under PM Modi

VARANASI: Shankara-
charya of Kanchi Kama
Koti Peetha, Sri Shankar
Vijayendra Saraswati
Swami on Sunday said
that God has blessed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the NDA gov-
ernment stands for “Nar-
endra Damodardas ka
Anushasan”,

Addressing an event
after the inauguration of
RJ Sankara Eye Hospital
in Varanasi, Shankara-
charya said, “God has
blessed Narendra Damo-
dardas Modi and his gov-
ernmentis NDA' Naren-
dra Damodardas ka
Anushasan (discipline of
Narendra Damodardas).”
He said that the govern-
ment is doing great work
for the welfare of every-
one as an ideal govern-
ment in the world.

The eye hospital was
inaugurated by PM Modi,
who was present at the
function. HTC

with a project cost of over 3570
crore, at Darbhanga Airport.

Meanwhile, the civil aviation
ministry said 601 routes and 71 air-
ports have been operationalised
under the regional air connectivity
scheme Udan in the last eight
years.
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Prime Minister Modi virtually inaugurates Maa
Mahamaya Airport in Darima, Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR: The remote tribal
district uI'Surg_uj:a in Chhat-
tisgarh is now connected to air
services. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi v:'.rlua]]r ifiani-
gurated the Maa Mahamaya
Airport in Darima on Sun-
day, providing Surguja and its
surrounding districts with the
cotvenience of air travel.

The evvent was attended
|::}' C]'Lhaiti:iga.rh Chiel Minis-
ter Vishnudev Sai, Governor
Ramen Deka, Union Minister
of Civil Aviation Ram Mohan
Maidu, and several other
dignitaries.

This air service will usher
in a new d‘l,apu:r for millions
in Surguja and nearby districts
such as Jashpur, Surajpur, Bal-
rampur, Korea, and Manen-
dragarh-Chirmir-Bharatpur.

Residents will now have easier
acoess o major cilies across the
country, offering a more cost-
effective and time-saving travel
option.

This will also accelerate eco-
nomic and social development
in the region. The people can
now connect directly to cit-
fees like Delhi, Kolkata, Raipur,
Bilaspur, and more.

CM Vishnudev Sai said,
“The inauguration of Maa
Mahamaya Airport marks a
historic moment for the Sur-
guja region. This initiative is
not just about facilitating air
travel; it is a crucial step in infe-
grating our tribal communi-
ties and remote areas into the
mainstream of development. It
will provide the people of this

region with new opportunities
for education, healtheare, and
ey ment. We take pride in
cunpli'uguung 1o the d:r.im ala
developed India by 2047, Adr
connectivity will not only sim-
plify travel Lui also strengthen
the local economy”

Air Connectivity: A Step
Towards the Dream of Devel-
oped India 2047

For the tribal residents
of Surgujas lush valleys, the
thought of traveling to major
cities often meant enduring
Iung and ::'xhausilng jourmeys.

However, things are about
to change with the inaugura-
tion of Maa Mahamaya Airport
in Ambikapur, ensuring that
Surguja becomes an integral
part of the country’s develop-
menl Jourmey. MPOST



HITAT

AlR

E=IE=

PORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHI

21 OCTOBER 20Z4

PM Modi virtually inaugurates Rewa Airport of MP from Varanasi

The Airport @ill transform Vindhva region’s fulure, opening new avenues for development, savs CM Yadav

SATYAPRAKASH SHARMA

BHOPAL: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi virtually inaugu-
rated the newly constructed
Rewa Airport of Madhya
Pradesh from his Lok Sabha
constituency, Varanasi of Uttar
Pradesh on Sunday. MP Chiel
Minister Mohan Yadav was
present at the inaugural func-
tion arganised in Rewa.

It becomes the sixth airport
in the state, marking a major
step towards bolstering con-
nectivity and development in
the Vindhya region.

On this occasion, PM Modi
emphasized that the pace of
infrastructure projects has tri-
pled compared to previous years
across India.

In just 125 days of the new
government, projects worth
over Bs 15 lakh crore have com-
menced, focusing on the welfare
of the poor, farmers, and youth,

the PM said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the ongoing infra-
structure expansion, the Prime
Minister said that highways,
new railway routes, and airports
are being developed at a rapid
pace. “This is not just a matter
of brick and mortar. It directly
impacts citizens’ convendence
and generates employment for
the youth,” he sa.nf

He noted that the number
of airports in the country has
grown from 70 in 2014 to over
154, with renovations of older
airports also underway.

Addressing the gathering
at the function, CM Yadav
expressed his gratitude o PM
Modi, calling the airport a
“Diwali gift” for the people of
Vindbya

The CM stated, “The air-
port will open new doors for the
reghon’s development, chang-
ing the face and fortune of

'
W

T

T IR WEE W

Madhyo Prodesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yodav

Highlights

» ‘Prime Minister Modi
hes demonstrated great
courage in securing our
netion. His bald adians
have ensured that our
neighbours, who once
dared to provoke us,
can no longer do so,'
CM Mohan Yaday said

+*His resolve to enter
enemy territory and
eliminate threats is
something that fills us
with pride,’ the CM said

Vindhya” Despite the region’s
natural resources and growth
potential, CM Yaday noted that
development had been stag-
nant for many years due to the
lack of attention from previous
governments.

“Rewa, which lacked rail-
way connectivity until 1993,
now has an airport, and an
expressway connecting Rewa
e Bhopal will soon be con-
structed,” he said

Praising PM Modi's leader-

ship on national security, CM
Yadav said, “Prime Minister
Modi has demonstrated great
courage in securing our natbon,
His bold actions have ensured
that our neighbours, who once
dared to provoke us, can to lon-
ger do so” “His resolve Lo enter
enemy territory and eliminate
threats is something that fills us
with pride” the CM said.

Elaborating on the future
plans for Vindhya’s industrial
growth, CM Yadav said that
the Regional Industry Con-
clave will be held in Rewa on
October 23 to attract large-scale
investments,

The focus will be on indis-
tries based on agriculture
and minerals, with particular
emphasis on the food industry,
which has significant potential
in the Vindhya region.

The CM announced that the
new atrpor will offer cargo and
container services to support

local businesses, and affordable
air travel will also be made avail-
able to the public, with flights
starting at just Bs 999

Looking ahead, the state
government plans to develop
airstrips in Ujjain, Shivpuri, and
Datia into full-fledged airports,
with plans to establish airstrips
in every district of the state, he
also announced.

During the event, CM
Yadav flagged off the Rewa-
Bhopal light, marking another
milestone in improving the
region’s connectivity. He fur-
ther expressed confidence that
the development of the Rewa
Adrport would usher in oppor-
tunities for the region’s youth,
provide industries with nee-
essary logistics, and enhance
tourism. uty CMs Jagdish
Devida m;?ﬂfﬂrn}d:a Ehuk]d'g;du]su
addressed the function, stating
that the inauguration was a his-
toric moment for Vindhya.
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PM tolaunchairportprojects
worthz6,100cratVvaranasi

Narendra Modiwillinaugurate RJ Sankara Eye Hospital which will offer comprehensive

consultationsand treatments forvarious eye conditions

STHTESMRH NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 OCTOBER
rime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will visit
Varanasi on Sunday
and launch airport
projects worth over Rs 6,100
crore, besides inaugurating
an eye hospital and devel-
opment works, Prime Min-
ister's Office said.

Mr Modi will inaugurate
R] Sankara Eye Hospital which
will offer comprehensive con-
sultations and treatments
for various eye conditions.
The Prime Minister will also
address the gathering on the
occasion.

In line with his commit-
ment to boost connectivity,
he will lay the foundation
stone for expansion of airport
runway and construction of
anew terminal building and
allied works of the Lal Bahadur
Shastri International Airport,
Varanasi worth around Rs
2870 crore.,

Mr Modi will also lay the
foundation stone of New

Civil Enclave at Agra airport
worth more than Rs 570 crore;
another at Darbhanga airport
worth around Rs 910 crore
and at Bagdogra airportworth
around Rs 1550 crore.

The Prime Minister will
inaugurate new terminal
buildings of Rewa Airport,
Maa Mahamaya Airport,
Ambikapur and Sarsawa Air-

port, worth over Rs 220 crore.
The combined passenger
handling capacity of these
airports will increase tomore
than 2.3 crore passengers
annually.

The designs of these air-
ports are influenced and
derived from the common
elements of heritage structures
of the region.

In line with his vision to
provide top-quality infra-
structure for sports, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate Phas-
es2and 3 of redevelopment
of Varanasi Sports Complex
worth over Rs 210 crore under
Khelo India scheme and the
Smart City Mission.

The project aims to create
astate-of-the-art sports com-

plex featuring a National
Centre of Excellence, players’
hostels, sports science centre,
practice fields for various
sports, indoor shooting ranges,
combat sports arenas among
others.

He will also inaugurate
100-bed girls"and boys’ hostels
and a public pavilion at Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar Sports
Stadium, Lalpur.

The Prime Minister will
inaugurate tourism devel-
opment works of Buddhism
related areas in Sarnath.
These enhancements include
the construction of pedes-
trian-friendly streets, new
sewer lines and upgraded
drainage system, organised
vending zone with modern
designer vending carts to
promote local handicraft
vendors, among others. The
Prime Minister will also inau-
gurate multiple other initia-
tives like tourism development
works at Banasur Temple
and Gurudham Temple,
besides beautification and
redevelopment of parks etc.
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Saharanpur, Rewa, Ambikapur

get wings with UDAN airports

PM Inaugurates Hubs On 8th Anmv Of CIVI| AV|at|0n Policy

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated
airports developed under re-
gional connectivity UDAN
scheme at Madhya Pradesh’s
Rewa, Chhattisgarh’'s Ambi-
Kapur, and Uttar Pradesh’s
Saharanpur on Sunday from
Varanasiontheeveof the8th
anniversary of national civil
aviation policy (NCAP) 2016.
Subsidised regional con-
nectivity flights will soon op-
erate from these airports, cre-
ating numerous opportuni-
ties for economic growth and
regional development. Govt
incentivizes the sector with
steps like 100% tax exemp-
tions for UDAN airport pro-
jects for 10 years and complete
customs duty exemptions for

PM Narendra Mndl welcomed upon hls arrival for an eye hospital
inauguration in Varanasi on Sunday

maintenance, repair, and
overhaul service providers.
Rahul Bhatia, MD of Inter-
Globe Aviation and IndiGo,
praised the govt for the speed
and ease of developing re-
gional connectivity airports.
Akasa Air CEO Vinay Dube

said, “A golden decade of air-
lines 1s coming.” Jaideep Mir-
chandani, chairman of Sky
One, said, “Air travel has tran-
sitioned from ‘exclusive’ to
‘Inclusive’ due to many rea-
sons, iIncluding the expansion
of servicestosmaller cities.”

According toIBEEF, thereis
agrowingdemand forairtrav-
el in India, projecting a need
for over 2,200 aircraft by 2042.
Over 30 airport development
projects are underway in
Northeast India. Joshua Ng,
director at Alton Aviation
Consultancy, said, “India has
the right ingredients to make
things happen, and they are
going in theright direction.”

The PM flagged off the
first UDAN flight on Shimla-
Delhi sector on April 27, 2017.
Since then, more than 1.4
crore passengers have taken
UDAN flights on 600 routes, as
per the aviation ministry. The
scheme includes aircraft
ranging from Airbus A320/
Boeing 737 tosmall planes and
choppers, bringing air con-
nectivity tosmall towns.



_ 1= | : i
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA CHENNAT 20 OCTOBER 2024

Glass door
cracks at

ALARMING: Officials suspect the
door developed cracks after being
hit by baggage trolleys

Tintes News Network

Chennai: A glass door on the
transit bay linking the inter-
national terminal with the do-
mestic terminal of the city
alrport developed cracks on
Saturday

Tramsit passengers using
the bay noticed the cracks all
over the door and alerted air-
port authorities. Consequent-
1y, the door was closed and pas-
sengers were asked to use
another exit to reach the do-
mestic terminal.

Alrport  authorities su-
spect the door to have develo-
ped cracks after being hit by
baggage trollevs. They said it
would be replaced. "We are
checking CCTV footage to
ascertain if’ there's any other
cause for the cracks,” said an
official. In the past, glass pa-
nels at various parts of the
airport have broken and fell.
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Over 30 flights
recetve bomb
threats on
Saturday

NEW DELHI/MUM-
BAI Oct 19: More than 30
flights of various Indian air-
lines, including Vistara,
Air India and IndiGo, re-
ceived bomb threats on
Saturday, according to
sources.

Flights of Air India, Indi-
Go, Akasa Air, Vistara,
Spice]et, Star Aar and Alh-
ance Air have received the
threats, the sources sad.

So far this week, at least
70 flights of Indian carn-
ers have received bomb
threats and most of them
turned out to be hoaxes.

The sources said more
than 30 flights, mcluding
domestic and internation-
al ones, operated by do-
mestic airlines have re-
ceived bomb threats
through social media since
Saturday mormng.

# SEE PAGE 5

Over 30 flights ...

(Contd from page 1)

In at least one of the flights, a note was found i the lavatory
saying that there was a bomb on the plane.

On Saturday, Vistara said five of its flights on mternational
routes received security threats through social media while
IndiGo sad at least four of its flights got security-related alerts.

The five flights of Vistara are UK106 (Singapore to Mum-
bai), UKO27 (Mumbai-Frankfurt), UK107 (Mumbai-Singa-
pore), UK121 (Delhi-Bangkok) and UK131 (Mumbai-Colom-
bo).

“Following protocol, all relevant authorities were prompt-
ly alerted and all security procedures are being adhered to, as
per the guidance from the authorities and security agencies,”
an airline spokesperson said in a statement.

Besides, there was a security concern regarding Vistara
flight UK624 from Udaipur to Mumbai, and after landing, the
aircraft was taken to an isolation bay for mandatory checks. A
note was found in the lavatory of the aircraft saying there was
a bomb on the plane, a source in the know said.

IndiGGo 1ssued statements for at least four flights with re-
spect to the threats. They are 6E17 (Mumbai-Istanbul), 6E11
(Delhi-Istanbul), 6E184 (Jodhpur-Delhi) and 6E108 (Hydera-
had-Chandigarh). The airline said it is cognisant of a situation
involving flights from Mumbai and Delhi to Istanbul.

On Friday, three international flights of Vistara received
bomb threats which turned out to be hoaxes and one of the
flights was diverted to Frankfurt as a precautionary measure.

In the past few days, more than 40 flights operated by the
Indian carriers have received bomb threats which later turned
out to be hoaxes.

The civil aviation ministry plans to put in place strict norms
to prevent incidents of hoax bomb threats to airlines, includ-
g placing the perpetrators in the no-fly hst. — PT1
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Over 30 flights
receive bomb
threats on
Saturday

NEW DELHI/MUM-
BAI Oct 19: More than 30
fhights of various Indian air-
lines, mcluding Vistara,
Air India and IndiGo, re-
cewved bomb threats on
Saturday, according to
SOUrces,

Flights of Air India, Indi-
Go, Akasa Air, Vistara,
Spicelet, Star Air and Alli-
ance Air have received the
threats, the sources smd.

So far this week, at least
70 flights of Indian carri-
ers have received bomb
threats and most of them
turned out to be hoaxes.

The sources said more
than 30 flights, including
domestic and internation-
al ones, operated by do-
mestic airlines have re-
celved bomb threats
through social media since
Saturday morning.

# SEE PAGE 5

Over 30 flights ...

(Contd from page 1)

In at least one of the flights, a note was found in the lavatory
saying that there was a bomb on the plane.

On Saturday, Vistara said five of its flights on international
routes received security threats through social media while
IndiGo said at least four of its flights got security-related alerts.

The five flights of Vistara are UK106 (Singapore to Mum-
bai), UKO27 (Mumbai-Frankfurt), UK107 (Mumbai-Singa-
pore), UK121 (Dellu-Bangkok) and UK131 (Mumbai-Colom-
bo).

“Following protocol, all relevant authorities were prompt-
ly alerted and all secunty procedures are being adhered to, as
per the guidance from the authorities and secunty agencies,”
an awrline spokesperson said in a statement.

Besides, there was a secunty concern regarding Vistara
fhight UK624 from Udaipur to Mumbay, and after landing, the
aircraft was taken to an 1solation bay for mandatory checks. A
note was found in the lavatory of the aircraft saying there was
a bomb on the plane, a source in the know said.

IndiGo 1ssued statements for at least four flights with re-
spect tothe threats. They are 6E17 (Mumbai-Istanbul), 6E11
{Delhi-Istanbul), 6E184 (Jodhpur-Delhi) and 6E108 (Hydera-
bad-Chandigarh). The airline said it is cogmsant of a situation
mvolving flights from Mumba and Delhi to Istanbul.

On Friday, three international flights of Vistara received
bomb threats which turned out to be hoaxes and one of the
flights was diverted to Frankfurt as a precautionary measure.

In the past few days, more than 40 flights operated by the
Indian carriers have received bomb threats which later turned
out to be hoaxes.

The civil aviation ministry plans to put in place strict norms
to prevent incidents of hoax bomb threats to airlines, includ-
ing placing the perpetrators m the no-fly hist. — PT1
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Airlines, insurance companies
may relook disruption cover

ON HIGH ALERT. With nearly 100 bomb threats in a week,

[ ]
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

The sudden spurt in bomb
threats may force airlines
and insurers to relook their
policies to cover flight
disruptions.

Airline insurance policies
cover loss and damage to air-
craft due to accidents, wars
or natural calamities.
Policies also take care of pas-
senger liability and third
party claims arising from
such accidents or events.
While airlines can claim
costs for diversions due to
medical emergencies, bomb
hoax related disruptions or
diversions have been rare
thus far and are not covered
under insurance.

The past
changed that.

week has

THREATS IN THE AIR

Over the last week, nearly

100 flights operated by In-
dian carriers received bomb
threats posted on social me-
dia. This resulted in flight
disruptions, diversions and
scrambling of fighter jets in
Singapore and the UK. In

SECURITY SHAKE-UP. Airlines and their insurers are
discussing ways to address coverage for bomb hoax-related
disruptions reurers

most of these cases, a diver-
sion was not needed as
threatwas received when air-
craft was close to its
destination.

According to a media re-
port, a single bomb hoax can
cost an airline up to I3 crore.
While investigations are un-
derway to trace the culprits,
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity  director  general
Zulfiquar Hasan has said In-
dian skies remain safe.

There have been informal
talks between airline execut-
ives and their insurers over
applicability of their cover
for ongoing bomb hoaxes.

“With increasing number
of bomb threats, this is an
emerging situation which is
being closely monitored by
insurers and reinsurers,”
TATA AIG said.

“Up until now no one
thought for the need of in-
clusion of bomb hoax related
diversions in aviation insur-
ance policies. These used to
be one off incidents but
things may change now,” an
aviation insurance consult-
ant remarked.

Akasa Air declined com-
ment. Air India and IndiGo
did not respond to queries.

“Business interruption or

Indian carriers rethink policies

mechanical defects are not
covered under standard air-
line policies. However, acci-
dents arising out such mech-
anical defects are covered,”
said an executive of a public
insurance company.

SAFETY VS COST

There are specific policies
available covering business
disruptions. For instance,
flight cancellations due to
fog can be covered but air-
lines don’t buy these policies
now because of high premi-
ums and stiff conditions.

Policies covering hull can
also have clauses allowing
emergency expenses for
safety of aircraft after dam-
age or forced landing,

While some believe this is
a grey area, the executive
quoted above said such
claims would apply only to
grave safety risks and not
hoax threats.

“While policies are tailor-
made for each airline under-
lying principles remain
same. Insurers assess and
price the risks and then de-
cide whether it’s viable to of-
fer cover for different condi-
tions,” the executive added.
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‘Boeing exploring asset
sales to boost finances’

Boeing is exploring asset sales
in a bid to boost its fragile
finances by shedding its
non-core or underperforming
units, the Wall Street Journal
has reported. The planemaker
reached an agreement last
week to offload a small defence
unit that makes surveillance
equipment for the US military,
the paper reported. reutess
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Air cargo growth touches new high

I August, total air cargo global demand, measured in cargo

tonne-kilometres, rose by 11.4 per cent compared oo a year
— apn (12 4 per cent for international
aperatans}. This is the mnth consecutive
month of doubde-diget year-on-yaar
growth, with overal levels reaching
heights not seen since the record peaks
af 2027, says 16TA

Capacity, maasurad in available cargo
tonne-kilometras, increasad by 6.2 per cent { 8.2 percant for
inzernational operations). Thiswas largedy related ta the
gremthin mtermatinal belly capacity by 109 per cent, on the
strength of passenger markets.

"This strong performanca is underpinned by slow but stoacy
gresd hin glohal trade, booming ecommerce, and conbeuing
capacity constraints on maritime shipping” said Willie Walsh,
IATA's Direckor General,

—————— e —

Cathay Pacific unveils Aria Suite

Haong Kong-based Cathay Pacific has unveiled its afl-new
busingss class, Ana Suite, together withits now premium
econarmy and refreshed economy class
onboard its recrofitted Bosing
F77-30CER aircraft.

The petrofitted srerall debuted onthe
Haong Kong-Baijirg route before baing
deploved on other regional and long-haul
routes

The new cahin experence was introduced at a ceremany at
Hang Kong Aircraft Engineering Company Limited's hangar
Faciiity ar Hong Kong International Airport on October 18,
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Readying airport infrastructure to
operate hydrogen-fuelled aircraft

Airbus, Kaneai Arparts, and Kawasak Heavy induszries have
signed a memorandum of understanding (Moll) to study the
— feasibilty of hydrogen infrastructure at
three airports operated in the Kansa
region — Kansai imtermatiana airport,
Disaka international airport, and Kiobe
girport. They will conduct an inicial
fasibifty study far the introeduction and
aperation af hydrogen aircraft, as part of
the ‘Hydrogen Hub at AFports' programme and strengthen
collaboration to source hydrogen supply tor aircraft at the
three girparts
The result=s will be evaluated from the perspective of
techno‘ogy, economics, legal compatibility and operations. The
soluticars fa the challengss ident ifed will be clarilied through
potential demanstration projacts and roadrmap dewelapment,
leading to pobcy recommendations.
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' Hoax | CALLS | Follow safety protocols, do not take situation lightly: Civil Aviation Security tells airlines

Over 30 flights of Indian airlines get bomb threats

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency |
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, OCT. 19

More than 30 flights of var-
ious Indian airlines, inclu-
ding Vistara, Air India and
IndiGo, received bomb
threats on  Saturday,
according to sources,

Flights of Air India,
IndiGo, Akasa Air,
Vistara, SpiceJet, Star Alr
and Alliance Air have
received the threats, the
sources said.

Meanwhile, the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security on
Saturday held a meeting
with airline representa-
tives concerning hoax
bomb threats on Indian
flights in the last few days.

Following the meeting, the
BCAS Director General
Zulfiquar Hasan said,
“Indian skies are safe. The
current protocol (to deal
with the situation) is
robust and is being strictly
followed. We reassure pas-
sengers that they should
fly without any fear and fly
even more.”

During the meeting, the
BCAS team acknowledged
the pressure and conges-
tion such threats cause at
airports and airlines and
told them not to take
threats lightly and to fol-
low all safety protocols.

So far this week, at least
70 flights of Indian carriers
have received bomb
threats and most of them

FLIGHTS OF

TROUBLE CONTINUES

Air India, IndiGo,
Akasa Air,
Vistara,
Spicelet, Star
Air and Alliance
Air have
received the
threats.

Q

Pl

BCAS Director General
Zulfiquar Hasan said, “Indian
skies are safe”

SO FAR THIS
WEEK, AT LEAST

70 flights

of Indian carriers have

received bomb threats and
most of them turned out to
be hoaxes.

turned

out to be hoaxes.

The sources said more
than 30 flights, including
domestic and international
ones, operated by domestic

airlines have received
bomb threats through
social media since

Saturday morning. In at
least one of the flights, a
note was found in the lava-

tory saying there was a
bomb in the flight.

On Saturday, Vistara
said five of its flights on
international routes
received security threats
through social media while
IndiGo said at least four of
its flights got security-
related alerts

The five flights of Vistara
are UK106 (Singapore to
Mumbai), UK0ZT (Mumbai
to Frankfurt), UK107 (Mu-
mbai to Singapore), UK121
(Delhi to Bangkok) and UK-
131 (Mumbai to Colombao).

“Following the protocol,
all relevant authorities
were promptly alerted and
all security procedures are
being adhered to, as per the
guidance from the authori-

ties and security agencies,”
an airline spokesperson
said in a statement,

Besides, there was a secu-
ritvy concern regarding
Vistara flight UK624 from
Udaipur to Mumbai,
and after landing, the air-
craft was taken to an isola-
tion bay for mandatory
checks.

A note was found in the
lavatory of the aircraft say-
ing there is a bomb in the
flight, a source in the know
sand.

IndiGo issued statements
for at least four flights with
respect to the threats, They
are GE17 (Mumbai to
Istanbul), 6E11 (Delhi to
Istanbul), 6E184 (Jodhpur
to Delhi) and 6E108 (Hyd-

erabad to Chandigarh).

The airline said it is cog-
nisant of a situation
involving flights from
Mumbai and Delhi to
Istanbul.

Regarding the Jodhpur to
Delhi flight, the carrier
said the plane landed in the
national capital and cus-
tomers have disembarked
the aireraft.

About Hyderabad to
Chandigarh flight, IndiGo
said that upon landing, the
aircraft was isolated and
all passengers were safely
disembarked. Sources said
that the plane was being
checked at Chandigarh air-
port thoroughly by the air-
port authorities at the iso-
lation bay.
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Over 30 bomb threats to
flights in a day; BCAS meets
CEQs of alrlmes

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Akasa Air’s
Bengaluru-Mumbai flight
and Alliance Air's Kochi-Ben-
galuru flight were among
the 30 that received bomb

threats on Saturday, as hoax =

messages threw security and
airport apparatus into a tizzy
for another day besides up-
setting fliers’schedules.

The messages on Saturday
followed a pattern that start-
ed on Monday with prank-
sters managing toimpact the
schedule of atleast 70 flights
during these days, prompting
Ministry of Civil Aviation of-
ficials to look into rule books
to tackle such people and ex-
ploring possibilities for put-
ting them ona ‘no-flylist’,

The Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion (BCAS) also held a meet-
ing with CEOs of airlines and
urged them to follow stand-
ard operating procedures.

On Saturday, flights of Air
India, IndiGo, Akasa Air,
Vistara, Spicelet, Star Air
and Alliance Air received the
threats. The flights included
IndiGa’s Mumbai-Istanbul
and Delhi-Istanbul, Vistara's
Udaipur-Mumbai, and Akasa
Air's Mumbai-Siliguri tlights,

After its three internation-
al flights received threats on
Friday, Vistara’s five more
international services re-
ceived threats. They were
Singapore-Mumbai, Del-

Passengers of an IndiGo
flight that received abomb
threat exit the Chandigarh

airporton Saturday. 1

hi-Bangkok, Mumbai-Frank-
furt, Mumbai-Singapore and
Mumbai-Colombo.

IndiGo issued separate
statements on the situation
involving its flights and said
the airline is working closely
with the relevant authorities
and taking all necessary pre-
cautions as perthe guidelines.
[ts Jodhpur-Delhiflight land-
edin Delhisafelywhileits Hy-
derabad-Chandigarh flight
landed in Chandigarh safely.

“Ensuring the safety and
security of our customersand
crew remains paramount in
all facets of our operations.
We worked closely with the
relevant authorities, and
standard operating proce-
dures were followed,” IndiGo
said in one of the statements
related to a domestic flight.

» Flights, Page 8

Over 30 bomb threats to flights

Flights, From Page 3

Akasa Air said some of their
flights operating on October
19 have received security
alerts.

“The Akasa Air Emergen-
cy Response teams are mon-
itoring the situation and are
intouch with the security and
regulatory authorities. We
are following all safety and
security procedures in coor-
dinationwithlocal authorities
and the Akasa Air teams on
ground are prepared to assist
passengers to ensure their

safety and comfort,” it said.

Vistara said its Udai-
pur-Mumbai flight had a
security concern shortly be-
fore landing and upon land-
ing at the Mumbai airport,
the plane was taken to the
isolation bay for mandato-
ry checks. On Friday, three
international services of Vis-
tarareceived threatsand one
of the flights -- Delhi-London
-- was diverted to Frankfurt
as a precaution. The flights
landed at their destinations
London, Paris and Hong
Kong later.
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Bomb Hoaxes Set oft Security Reji

Actlon Plan 58 Threat screening to ensure flights aren tdlverted

messages
via social

Over 70 MHA media Arindam Majumder

Indian asks police, _

carriers cybercrime units & New Delhi: The government
received to act more \ is planning to revamp rules
bomb threats | swiftly / on the response to bomb threats

against flights after a spate of ho-

axes have led to widespread dis-

ruption and cascading delays.
Along with heightened security

Tighter screening of
passengers and cargo

screenings of passenger and car-
go, including secondary ladder-po-
int checks of hand luggage before
boarding, there will be more preci-
se assessments so that not all thre-
at messages lead to an immediate
landing and aircraft can continue
theirjourney.

Narrowing Down ‘Specific Threats' »» 14

o Narrowing Down
‘Specific Threats’

»»FromPage 1

Besides this, authorities are also working with
virtual private network (VPN) providers to trace
perpetrators, they said.

Top Bureauof Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) of-
ficialsmet CEOs of Indian airlines in an emergen-
cy huddle over the weekend to discuss the matter.

“Most of the threats over the last few days have
emergedonsocial media platforms,” said a person
aware of developments. “The patternis... asingle
anonymous handle posts multiple threats within
afew hours and then it isdeleted.”

It was therefore decided that the definition of
“specific threat” should be narrowed.

“While every such threat should be reported to
Bomb Threat Assessment Committee (BTAC), the
condition under which an emergency landing is
required will be more stringent,” the person said.
“The process of determining the threat by BTAC
will be made faster and unless somesolid evidence
isfound, theaircraftcancontinue towardsthedes-
tination.”

Along with this, there will be more
checks for luggage and hand baggage so
that the BTAC can be assured about the
safety of the aircraft, he said.

MULTIPLE MESSAGES FROM ONE ACCOUNT
Currently, the response procedure stipulates
that any message or call with a flight number is
considered a specificthreat. Accordingto BCAS
protocol, the aircraft is then required to land at
the nearest possible airport, after which it is in-
spected.

This is set to change with the emergence of mul-
tiple threats being delivered through asingle, ano-
nymous social media account. Security agencies
are of the view that once a particular threat is fo-
und to be a hoax, similar messages from that acco-
unt need not be treated as specific and the aircraft
can continue to its destination.

For instance, on Sunday, a single social media ac-
count delivered over 18 threat messages after
which the account was suspended. But most
flights continued their journey with the planes be-
ing searched after landing at the destination

In the past few days, more than 70 Indian aircraft
have received bomb threats, leading to diversions.
An Air India flight to Chicago had to land in a re-
mote airfield in Canada while a Vistara plane to
London was forced to go to Frankfurt so the air-
craft could be checked.

The Ministry of Home Affairs has also asked lo-
cal police units and cybercrime units to act more
swiftly against such accounts.

A senior security agency official said in most ca-
ses, the threats are issued using a virtual private
network (VPN), masking the IP address.

“We are in touch with VPN providers to decrypt
the identity,” hesaid.
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No surge seen
in airfares this
holiday season

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, October 20

IFYOU HAVE notbooked airline tick-
ets forthe upcoming holiday season
around Christmas and New Year, it
wouldbeagoodtime to doitnow.Air-
fares on the popularholiday routes
haven't seen the usual surgetill now.

Populardomestic leisure destina-
tionslike Andaman and Nicobar, Goa,
Kerala and Rajasthan are not wit-
nessing any price upswing for the
finalweek of December. Thisisforthe
second consecutive yearwhere prices
ofair tickets are benign. Reductionin
aviation turbine fuel costsand incre-
ased capacity are the key reasons for
the sluggish price trend, sayexperts.

At ¥3,600,a direct flight to Goa
(Dabolim)from Mumbaiand 7,600
from Delhi, is the typical fare for the
route,according to Google Flights,
which collates data for travel sites.
The added holiday demand usually
pushes the fare up by at least 25-
30%,according totour operators.

Delhito Leh flights are priced at
¥2,300,whichis ¥500-700 cheaper
than the usual rate for the final week
of December.

Tickets on non-stopflightsto Port
Blair from Chennai, Kolkata, Hyder-
abad, Bengaluru and Mumbai are
either lower than usual or are typi-
cally priced. A MumbaitoKochidirect
flight ticket forDecember29 isbeing
sold at ¥5,200 against ¥8,000-
11,000 sold for thesame date.

The pricing trend isn't strong in
the upcoming Diwali period as well
Average prices of air tickets have
fallen 20-25%thisseasoncompared
to prices a year agp, according to
booking website Ixigo.

“There has been a 0.16% y-o-y
overall spike booking from Mumbai
Theairfares for Diwalibookings from
Mumbai have seen a 0.7% decrease
this Diwali season,’ Cleartrip added.

Travel operators also pointed out
thatthevacuumcreated bytheexitof

FINANCIAL EXPRESS !on
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®mReductioninjet fuel costsand
increased capacity behind the
sluggish price trend, say experts

mThe added mSince
holiday December
demand 2023, there
usually has been
pushes the an 18%
faresupbyat | reduction
least 25-30% in ATF
mThevacuum created by

Go First's exit now fully
accountedfor by capacity
additions by the other players

~Average airfares havefallen
20-25% forthe upcoming

Diwali period as well

Go First is now fullyaccounted for by
the increase in capacity by the other
players."Comparedto 202 3, thewin-
terscheduleof 2024 hasa more than
5% increaseinthe numberot flights.
Aviation turbine fuel ischeaperthan
earlier. Thesetwo reasonsarethe pri-
mary ones behind the soft pricing
trend of air tickets,” said a Mumbai-
based traveloperator.

Prices of ATF were cut by the oil
marketing companies at the start of
October. Inthe last 3-4 months, ATF
has seen a reduction of 9% in Delhi
to ¥87,59 7 perkilolitre recorded on
October 1 compared to ¥96,148 on
July 1.Since December 2023, there
hasbeenan 18% reductioninATE

. 21 October 2024
https://epaper.financialexm
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Airlines receive bomb
threats for 25 ﬂlghts

PRESS TRUST OF INDILA
Mumbai/New Delhi,
October 20

AS MANY AS 25 flights of
Indian airlines received bomb
threats on Sunday, causing
hardshipsto hundreds of pas-
sengers and forcing authori-
tiestomove scores of planesto
isolation bays at airports con-
cerned for detailed checks.

The developments came a
dayafter more than 30flights of
variousIndian carriersreceived
bomb threats. Thisweek,nearly
100 flights received threats
sending securityagenciesintoa
tizzy. The threats later turned
out to be hoaxes.

Six flights each of IndiGo,
Vistara, Air Indiaand Akasa Air,
and at least one flight of Air
India Express got the threats on
Sunday, according to sources.

Inse parate statements,an
IndiGo spokesperson said the
airline is cognisant of a situa-
tion involving flight 6E 58 (Jed-
dah to Mumbai), 6ES7
(Kozhikode to Dammam),6 E11
(Delhito Istanbul),6E17 (Mum-
bai to Istanbul), 6E13 3 (Puneto
Jodhpur) and 6E112 operating
(Goato Ahmedabad).

Passengers of these flights
disembarked safely.

Vistara said it got security
threats for six flights — UK25

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

e - 4

SEL‘I..ITI'.’}F persunnel keep a vigil after aflight made an
emergency landing at the airport following an alleged
bomb threat, in Jodhpur on Sunday PTI

(Delhi to Frankfurt), UK106
(Singaporeto Mumbai), UK146
(Bali to Delhi), UK116 (Singa-
pore to Delhi), UK110 (Singa-
pore to Pune) and UK107
(Mumbai to Singapore).

“In line with the protocols,
all relevant authorities were
immediately notified, and
security procedures,asdirected
by them,are being carried out,”
a Vistara spokesperson said in
astatement.

Securityalertswerereceived
for six Akasa Air flights —
QP1102 (Ahmedabad to Mum-
bai), QP 1378 (Delhi to Goa), QP
1385 (Mumbai to Bagdogra),

Mon, 21 October 2024

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/760804:

QP 1406 (Delhi to Hyderabad),
QP 1519 (Kochi to Mumbai)
and QP 1526 (Lucknow to
Mumbai). “Following defined
procedures and thorough
inspectionsofsixaircraft, they
havebeen released for opera-
tions,”an Akasa Airspokesper-
sonsaid in a statement.

The sources also said there
were threats for at least six
flightsofAir India flights. There
was no comument from the air-
line.An Air India Express flight
¥4 81 from Eochi to Dammam
received the bomb threat and
the flight landed safely at
Dammam, the sources said.

co
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Bomb threats wreak havoc;
25 Sunday flights affected

Nearly 100 flights have received bomb threats this week, leading to disruptions and difficulties for

passengers; authorities are investigating and planning stricter measures to prevent such hoaxes

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI

s many as 25 flights
A received bomb
threats on Sunday,

causing hardship to hun-
dreds of passengers and
forcing authorities to move
aircraft to isolation bays at
airports for  detailed
checks.

On Saturday, more than
30 flights received bomb
threats. This week, nearly
100  flights  received
threats, sending security
agencies into a tizzy.

Six flights each of Indi-
Go, Vistara, Air India, and
Akasa Air, and at least one
flight of Air India Express
received the threats on
Sunday, sources said.

An IndiGo spokesper-
son said the airline was
cognisant of a situation in-
volving flights 6E 58 (Jed-
dah to Mumbai), 6E 87
(Kozhikode to Dammam),
6E 11 (Delhi to Istanbul), 6E
17 (Mumbai to Istanbul), 6E
133 (Pune to Jodhpur) and
6E 112 (Goa to
Ahmedabad).

Vistara said it got securi-
ty threats for UK 25 (Delhi
to Frankfurt), UK 106 (Sin-
gapore to Mumbai), UK 146
(Bali to Delhi), UK 116 (Sin-
gapore to Delhi), UK 110

£

Jodhpur after a bomb hoax. PTI

(Singapore to Pune) and
UK 107 (Mumbai to
Singapore).

“In line with the proto-
cols, all relevant authori-
ties were immediately noti-
fied, and security
procedures, as directed by
them, are being carried
out,” a Vistara spokesper-
son said in a statement.

Security alerts were re-
ceived for six Akasa Air
flights: QP1102 (Ahmeda-
bad to Mumbai), QP 1378
(Delhi to Goa), QP 1385
(Mumbai to Bagdogra), QP

1406 (Delhi to Hyderabad),
QP 1519 (Kochi to Mumbai)
and QP 1526 (Lucknow to
Mumbai).

“Following defined pro-
cedures and thorough in-
spections of six aircraft,
they have been released
for operations,” an Akasa
Air spokesperson said in a
statement.

The sources also said
there were threats for at
least six Air India flights.
There was no comment
from the airline.

An Air India Express

On their toes: Security personnel keep a watch after a flight made an emergency landing at the

flight 1X481 from Kochi to
Dammam received the
bomb threat and the flight
landed safely at Dammam,
the sources said.

On Sunday, a handle on
social media platform X
that had issued bomb
threats was blocked. The
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity held a meeting with
representatives of airlines
on Saturday. The Civil Avia-
tion Ministry plans to put
in place strict norms to
prevent incidents of hoax
bomb threats to airlines.
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Bomb threats to
24 more flights;

total reahes 90_

HTC and Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: Around
24 flights of several airlines,
including IndiGo, Vistara,
Akasa Air, Air India and Akasa
Air, received bomb threats as
the spree of hoax calls contin-
ued on Sunday, people aware of
the matter said.

More than 90 flights received
such threats since Monday, with
officials saying all of them
turned out to be hoaxes, On
Sunday, six flights each of
IndiGo, Vistara and Air India
received the threats. In separate
statements, an IndiGo spokes-
person said that the airline is
cognisant of a situation involv-
ing flight 6E 58 (Jeddah to
Mumbai), 6E87 (Kozhikode to
Dammam), 6E1l (Delhi to Istan-
bul), 6E17 (Mumbai to Istanbul),
6E133 (Pune to Jodhpur) and
6EI2 operating (Goa to Ahmed-
abad).

Vistara said it got security
threats for six flights -- UK25
(Delhi to Frankfurt), UK106
(Singapore to Mumbai), UK146
(Bali to Delhi), UKIIG (Singapore
to Delhi), UKI110 (Singapore to
Pune) and UKI07 (Mumbai to
Singapore).

“In line with the protocols, all
relevant authorities were imme-
diately notified, and security
procedures, as directed by
them, are being carried out,” a
Vistara spokesperson said in a
statement. The Frankfurt-
bound Vistara flight returned to
Delhi after Afghanistan authori-
ties did not permit it to use its
airspace, reports said.

Security alerts were received
for six Akasa Air flights - QP
1102 (Ahmedabad to Mumbai),
QP1378 (Delhi to Goa), QP 1385
(Mumbai to Bagdogra), QP 1406
(Delhi to Hyderabad), QP 1519
(Kochi to Mumbai) and QP 1526
(Lucknow to Mumbai).

“Following defined proce-
dures and thorough inspections
of six aircraft, they have been
released for operations,” an

=R

Security personnel keep avigil
after a flight made an
emergency landingat the
Jodhpur airport. il

Akasa Air spokesperson said in
a statement. The people quoted
above also said there were
threats for at least six flights of
Air India flights. There was no
comment from the airline.

Against the backdrop of
bomb threats, mostly through
social media, to airlines, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS) held a meeting with
representatives of airlines on
Saturday.

The civil aviation ministry
plans to put in place strict
norms to prevent incidents of
hoax bomb threats to airlines,
including placing the perpetra-
tors in the no-fly list.

On Sunday, police said that
the bomb threat email received
by the Belagavi airport at Sam-
bra here on Sunday was a
“hoax”. According to official
sources, airport director S Thia-
garajan received an email indi-
cating a bomb threat.

“A hoax mail was received
regarding a threat to the Bela-
gavi airport. The whole airport
has been checked inside and out
and nothing has been found.
The email is a hoax. Investiga-
tion to ascertain the sender is
underway,” Belagavi deputy
commissioner of police Rohan
Jagadeesh said. Close to 30
flights received bomb threats on
Saturday, marking a dramatic
escalation in a week-long spate
of hoax alerts that have thrown
the country's aviation sector
into disarray.
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Dozens of flights receive
bomb threats in one day

Yogesh Naik
yogesh.naik @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: More than 35 flights
of various airlines faced bomb
threats on Saturday, once again
throwing flight schedules across
the country into disarray. This
week, at least 70 flights of vari-
ous carriers, most of them
Indian, received bomb threats.
All the threats turned out to be
hoaxes and had been posted on
social media handles. Among
the carriers targeted on Satur-
day were Air India, IndiGo,
Akasa Air, Vistara, Spicelet,
Star Air and Alliance Air.

The airlines immediately
enhanced the security arrange-
ments of passengers and bag-

THE THREATS,
MOSTLY MADE
THROUGH SOCIAL
MEDIA WEBSITES,
TARGETED A WIDE
RANGE OF AIRLINES

gage handling by increasing
checks. Some aircraft were
removed to isolation bays,
where the planes were thor-
oughly checked and passengers
deplaned.

Among the airlines impacted
on Saturday were Akasa Air -
Flight QP 1323 pperating from
Bengaluru to Guwahati; Flight
QP 1371 from Goa to Mumbai;
Flight QP 1373 from Bagdogra to

Bengaluru; Flight QP 1385 from
Mumbai to Bagdogra; and Flight
QP 1405 from Hyderabad to
Delhi. An Akasa Air spokesper-
son said the emergency
response team initiated all stan-
dard operating procedures,
including informing regulatory
authorities and monitoring the

situation in real-time.
Numerous Vistara flights too
received similar security
threats, including Flight UK106
from Singapore to Mumbai;
Flight UK(27 from Mumbai to
Frankfurt; Flight UK107 from
Mumbai to Singapore; Flight
UK12l from Delhi to Bangkok;
and Flight UK131 from Mumbai
to Colombo. A Vistara spokes-
continued on 37

BOMB THREATS

person said, “Following proto-
col, all relevant authorities were
alerted and all security proce-
dures are being adhered to, as
per guidance from the authori-
ties and security agencies.”

Indigo flights that received
bomb threats were Flight 6E 17
operating from Mumbai to
Istanbul; Flight 6E 11 from Delhi
to Istanbul; Flight 6E 184 from
Jodhpur to Delhi; Flight GE 108
from Hyderabad to Chandigarh;
and Flight 6E 58 from Jeddah to
Mumbai.

The Director-General of the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS), Zulfiquar Hasan,
summoned the CEOs of various
airlines for a meeting to discuss
the issue. Sources in the BCAS
said, “Indian skies are safe. The
current protocol do deal with
such a situation is robust and is
being strictly followed. We reas-
sure passengers that they
should fly without fear and, in
fact, fly more.”
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Over 30 flights receive bomb
threats; total 70 this week

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: More than
30 flights of various Indian air-
lines, including Vistara, Air India
and IndiGo, received bomb
threats on Saturday, according to
people aware of the matter.
Flights of Air India, IndiGo, Akasa
Afr, Vistara, SpiceJet, Star Air and
Alliance Air have received the
threats, the sources said.

So far this week, at least 70
flights of Indian carriers have
received bomb threats and most
of them turned out to be hoaxes.

The people said more than 30
flights, including domestic and
international ones, operated by
domestic airlines have received
bomb threats through social
media since Saturday morning. In
at least one of the flights, a note
was found in the lavatory saying
there was a bomb in the flight.

On Saturday, Vistara said five
of its flights on international
routes received security threats
through social media while
IndiGo said at least four of its
flights got security-related alerts.

The five flights of Vistara are
UKI06 (Singapore to Mumbai),
UKO027 (Mumbai to Frankfurt),

An Indigo aircraft from Saudi
Arabia after it made an
emergency landing following a
bomb threat at Jaipur airport
on Tuesday. il

UKI07 (Mumbai to Singapore),
UK121 (Delhi to Bangkok) and
UK131 (Mumbai to Colombo).
“Following the protocol, all rel-
evant authorities were promptly
alerted and all security proce-
dures are being adhered to, as per
the guidance from the authorities
and security agencies,” an airline
spokesperson said in a statement.
Besides, there was a security
concern regarding Vistara flight
UK624 from Udaipur to Mumbai,
and after landing, the aircraft was
taken to an isolation bay for man-
datory checks. A note was found

in the lavatory of the aircraft say-
ing there isa bomb in the flight, a
source in the know said.

IndiGo issued statements for at
least four flights with respect to
the threats. They are 6E17 (Mum-
bai to Istanbul), 6Ell (Delhi to
Istanbul), 6E184 (Jodhpur to
Delhi) and 6EL08 (Hyderabad to
Chandigarh). The airline said it is
cognisant of a situation involving
flights from Mumbai and Delhi to
Istanbul. Regarding the Jodhpur
to Delhi flight, the carrier said the
plane landed in the national capi-
tal and customers have disem-
barked the aircraft.

About Hyderabad to Chandi-
garh flight, IndiGo said that upon
landing, the aircraft was isolated
and all passengers were sately dis-
embarked. The people cited above
said the plane was being checked
at Chandigarh airport thoroughly
by authorities at the isolation bay.
On Friday, three international
flights of Vistara received bomb
threats which turned out to be
hoaxes and one of the flights was
diverted to Frankfurt as a precau-
tionary measure. In the past few
days, more than 40 flights oper-
ated by the Indian carriers have
received bomb threats which later
turned out to be hoaxes.
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20 bomb threats
in a day; regulator
meets airline CEOs

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

On a day when 20 bomb
threats were issued to mul-
tiple airlines, the aviation
security regulator, Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS), held a meeting
with CEOs of various air-
lines to discuss ways to mi-
nimise disruptions from
bomb hoaxes.

Saturday marked the
sixth consecutive day of
airlines receiving such
threats.

“The meeting discussed
ways to strike a balance
between keeping the skies
safe as well as to ensure mi-
nimum inconvenience to
passengers and airlines,”
said a senior official of the
Union Home Ministry.

While most of the
threats were made on X, a
note warning of a bomb
was also found in the lava-
tory of the Udaipur-Mum-
bai Vistara flight. More
than 50 such threats have

Passengers of an IndiGo flight
that received a bomb threat
exit the Chandigarh airport. pTI

been issued since Monday.
Air India CEO Campbell
Wilson, Air India Express
CEO Aloke Singh and Vista-
ra CEO Vinod Kannan at-
tended the meeting with
Director-General of BCAS
Zulhquar Hasan. IndiGo
and Akasa Air sent their re-
presentatives. The BCAS
official has met chief secur-
ity officers of many airlines
and ground handling agen-
cies in the past few days.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 11

Aviation security body
meets airline CEOs

“We have been able to ensure that no flight is di-
verted or delayed because of these threats,” the
MHA official said. The official added that each
threat is analysed threadbare, following which a
decision is taken to allow the flight to continue to
its destination. Only 10% of the flights were sub-
jected to secondary checks upon the aircraft’s ar-
rival at its destination, which included searching
the plane and frisking passengers.

Among the 20 flights that got hoax bomb
threats on Saturday, six were Vistara flights and
seven of IndiGo. Some flights on international
routes were either delayed or diverted. These in-
cluded Vistara’s Mumbai to Colombo flight, which
was taken to a remote bay on arriving at its desti-
nation, delaying its 4 p.m. return to Mumbai by
more than five hours. On Friday, Vistara’s Delhi to
London flight was diverted to Frankfurt.
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24 flights get bomb threats,
almost 100 hoaxes in a week

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELH, OCTOBER 20

THE MENACE of hoax bomb
threatsvia social media to Indian
airlines continued on Sunday
with at least 24 fights recening
threats, lorang one diversion
and afew of the Bights declaring
emergences Mostol the threats
came from an anonymaous and
unvenfied account—@schizo-
phreniggg—on X, a8 pér sources
in the know. The account was
later suspended by X

On Friday and Saturday, an-
other anonymous X account-
@adamlanzalll—had posted
threats to as many as 46 flights
before being taken down by the
soci A media platform, With the
threats received on Sunday, the
nurmber of bomb hoaes recetved
thisweek crossed at beast 940,

On Sunday, six lights eachof
IndiGo, AkasaAjr, Vistara, and Air
India received the threats, all of
w hich were found to be fake,
sources indicated. Vistara's
D lhi-Frankfurt flight -LUK27 — re-
turned to Del hi following the
threat, The flight was just about
Lo exit the Pakigani airspace on
the way to Frankfurt when it
tumed around and headed back
o Dedhi, per Might tracking data

“We confirm receiving seci-
rity threats, on social media, for
sinVistara flights operating on 20
October 2024, In line with the
protocols, all relevant autharities
were immediately notified, and
security procedures, as directed
by them, are being carried out,”
a Vistara spokesperson said

IndiGo and Akasa Air also
confinmed recemving threats via
social media for six flights each
Adr India did not comment on

the number of Sights affected,
but sources indicated that at
least six ofirs flights also receiverd
threats on Sunday.

“We confirm that sorme Air
India Mlights operating on 20
Dctober 2024 wene subject o se-
curity threats recetved on social
media Following the laid down
protocols, relevant authorit ies
wiere immediately alerted, and
all security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance from
the regulatory aut horities and
seCunty agencies,” an Alr India
oficial said,

“The Akasa Air Emergency
Response team was immedi-
ately activated and initiated ail
standard operating procedures,
including informing regulatory
autharities and monitonng the
situation in real-time.. The
Alirport Services teams at all im-
pacted airports coordinated

with local authorites to ensun
eflicient handling of the situa-
tion,” Akasa Airsad,

According to sources, efforts
are on 1o trace and nab the indi-
viduals or groups behind these
accou nts. However, the use of
VPNs hasmadeit challenging for
the agencis, Govemment &en-
cies are learnt to be in contact
with social media platforms and
VPN service providers to trace
these threats. This spateofbomb
threats staried onMonday when
three international Mights of
Indian camers had received hoax
Bombrhreats Al majorsdhed uled
Indian carriers have received
these bomb threats, One minor
from Chhattisgarh was appre-
hended eadier this week in con-
mectionwvath the bomb threats is-
sued on Monday,

FULL REPORT OMN
www.indianexpress.com
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Boeing exploring asset sales to
boost finances, says report

REUTERS
BENGALURL OCTOBERZ0

BOEING 15 explonng asset salesin
a bid toboast its fragile finances
by shedding its non-Core or un-
derperforming units, the Wall
Street Jowrmid reported on Sund sy,

The planemaker last week
reached an agreement tooffioad a
small defense unit that makes sur-
veillance equipment for the US
military, the paper reported, cit-
ing people familiarwith the deal,
Boeing has lurched from cnsis io
crisis this year, ever since Jan. 5
whena door pane] blew alfa 737
MAX jetin mid-air Sincethen, its
CED has departed, its production
has been dowed as regulators in-
vestigate its safety culture andin
Septermnber, 33,000 union work-
ers wenton strike. The joumal re-
ported that in recent financial-
perfomance meetines, new CED

Kelly Ortberg asked the heads of
thecompany’s units o Lay out the
value of those units to the com-
pany. Boeng' s board recently met
to discuss the next steps for the
company, whene direc ors gues-
moned division heads and
combed throwsh reports i e
ine the state of each unit, the re-
portsaid. Boeing declined o com-
ment on the report.

Striking machimsts at the
planemakeér are sef (o vole

Wednesday ona new contract
proposal that indudes a 35 per
cent pay hike over four years

Thework oppage hashalted
production of the planemaker's
best-selling 737 MAX and its 767
and 777 widebodies, putting
added pressure on its already
weak finances

Earlier thismonth, Boeing an-
nowmnced itwould cut 17000johbs,
or 10 per centof Es global staff and
taba= 85 billion m charges
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More than 30 flights
receive bomb threats

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI: More than 30
flights of various Indian airlines, includ-
ing Vistara, Air India and IndiGo, received

bomb threats on Saturday, accord-

\-“ ing to sources.
d Flights of Air India, IndiGo,
Akasa Air, Vistara, Spicefet, Star
Air and Alliance Air have received
the threats, the sources said.

So far this week, at least 70 flights of
Indian carriers have received bomb threats
and most of them turned out to be hoaxes.

The sources said more than 30 flights,
including domestic and international ones,
operated by domestic airlines have received
bomb threats through social media since
Saturday morning. In at least one of the
flights, a note was found in the lavatory say-
ing there was a bomb in the flight. See P4
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Over 3o flights receive bomb threats

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI/ MUMBALI:
More than 30 flights of vari-
ous Indian airlines, including
Vistara, Air India and IndiGo,
received bomb threats on Sat-
urday, according to sources.

Flights of Air India, IndiGo,
Akasa Air, Vistara, Spiceet,
Star Air and Alliance Air have
received the threats, the sources
said.

So far this week, at least 70
flights of Indian carriers have
received bomb threats and
most of them turned out to be
hoaxes.

The sources said more than
30 flights, including domestic
and international ones, oper-
ated by domestic airlines have
received bomb threats through
social media since Saturday
morning. In at least one of the
flights, a note was found in the
lavatory saying there was a
bomb in the flight.

On Saturday, Vistara said

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

five of its flights on interna-
tional routes received security
threats through social media
while IndiGo said at least four
of its flights got security-related
alerts.

The five flights of Vis-
tara are UK106 (Singapore to
Mumbai), UK027 (Mumbai to
Frankfurt), UK107 (Mumbai
to Singapore), UK121 (Dethi to
Bangkok) and UK131 (Mum-
bai to Colombo).

“Following the proto-

col, all relevant authorities
were promptly alerted and all
security procedures are being
adhered to, as per the guidance
from the authorities and secu-
rity agencies,” an airline spokes-
person said in a statement.
Besides, there was a secu-
rity concern regarding Vistara
flight UK624 from Udaipur to
Mumbai, and after landing, the
aircraft was taken to an isola-
tion bay for mandatory checks.
A note was found in the lav-

atory of the aircraft saying there
is a bomb in the flight, a source
in the know said.

IndiGo issued staternents
for at least four flights with
respect to the threats. They are
6E17 (Mumbai to Istanbul),
6E11 (Delhi to Istanbul), 6E184
(Jodhpur to Delhi) and 6E108
{Hyderabad to Chandigarh).

The airline said it is cog-
nisant of a situation involving
flights from Mumbai and Delhi
to Istanbul.

Regarding the Jodhpur to
Delhi flight, the carrier said the
plane landed in the national
capital and customers have dis-
embarked the aircraft.

About Hyderabad to Chan-
digarh flight, IndiGo said that
upon landing, the aircraft was
isolated and all passengers were
safely disembarked.

Sources said that the plane
was being checked at Chandi-
garh airport thoroughly by the
airport authorities at the isola-
tion bay.
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90 and counting as
25 more Indian flights
get hoax bomb threats

SHEKHAR SINGH i NewDehi

HOAX bomb threats continued
to disrupt the aviation sector
for the soventh consecutive diy
on Sunday, grounding planes
and unnerving passengers.

As many as 25 Nights
ACTOSS Major carriers
IndiGo, Vistara, Air In-
dia and Akasa Alr
were forced Iinto
EMErgency security
measures after rece v
Ing hoax thrests Since

Kozhikode-Dammam in Saudi
Arabla, Pune-Jedhpur, and
Goa-Ahmedabad sectors
Akasa Adr said six Nights

Ahmedabad v Mumbal, Delhi
to Goa, Mumbai o Bagdogra,
Delhi to Hyderabad, Kochi o
Mumbai and Ludnow
to Mumbal — received
security alerts, "The
Alasa Alr Emergency
RE”EI.F.‘I'[IbL-' leams were
in touch with security
and regulatory authori
tles,” sakd an airline

Dctober 13, over @ In- % handle spokesperson

dian Mights have been ~ Dlocked

Sowrces said six Air

affected by similar OnSundaya India Oights too faced
bomb seares. handle on A similar situation

Though these threais  socialmedia  thoupgh its officials did
turned out to be fake, plathorm X that not share the number.
the mllout is real: de- had kssved They, however, con-
laved Mights, disrupted  bomb theeats  Armed that some Qighis
schedules, and mount-  tosome flights  were subject to security
Ing anxlety among pas-  was blocked  threats received on so-

senpers amd airlines

“We recebved security threats
on six of our Qights.” a Vistara
spokesperson aaid, listing major
imtermiati onal rowtes — Delhi to
Frankfurt Singapore to Mum-
bal, Bali to Delhi, Singapore to
Delhi, Singapore to Pune, and
Mumbal to Singapore.

5ix of the affected IndiGo
Mights included those on the
Delhi-lstanbuol, Mumbai-[stan
bul, Jeddah-Mumbal,

cial media. “Following
the laid down protocoels, rele-
vant authorlties were Immedi-
ately alerted, and all security
procedures sirictly adhered to,
as per puidance from the rega-
latory authorities and security
agencies,” said an official
While the source of bomb
threats has largely bean con-
fined to social media, their
growing mumber and frequency
are i el of coneern.
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Hoax threals to airlines
continue on Sunday

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he menace of hoax boenb threat calls

to airlines contineed on Sunday,
with more tham 34 ill.g;}l.l:l of IndiGn, Air
India, Akasa Air and Vistarn fights
recetving fresh bomb threats messages.
This atected both domestic and
intermational  flights, scaring air
passengers in the festive season Six
Hights each of IndiGa, Vistar and Air
Indza received the threats.  So far this
week, mare than 90 flights have received
bomb threats and most of them have
turned ouat to be hoaxes. The overall
impact of these hoax threats has resulted
in fimancial losses of @p o s 100 crome
for variows airines.
IndiGo rebeced o series of press
statemnents sharing details of the bomb
threat received by the {Bghix In its
stalement, IndiGo confirmesd the airkne
i= cognizant of 2 siloation myvohving
Hight 6E 58 {Jeddah o Mambai), GEST
[Koehikede to Dammam), 6E11 {Della
to Istanbual ), SE17 [ Mumbai to Estanbal),
GELXS (Pune to fodbpur] and 6E112
operating {{r0a io Ahmedabad).
Security alerits were recetved for six
Akasa  Air  fhghis Qr 1102
(Ahmedabad to Mumbai), QP 1178
(Deethi b Goa), QF 1385 (Mumbai to
Bagdogral, QF l4 (Dedhi o
Hyderabad), OF 1519 [Kochi to
Mumbai) and QP 1324 {Locknow 1o
Mhumbail.
Vistara said it got security threats for six
flights - UKIS (Delhi o Frankfurt),
UK106 {Singapore to Mumbai), UKI46
(Bali o Delha), UKHG (Singapare to
Drethi), UELLD (Singapare i spu?uil and
UK107 { Mumbai to Smgapore]. “1n line
with the protocols, all  relevant
authorties were mmmedniely notifed,
and serurity procedures, as directed by
themn, are being carried oul’ a Vistara
spokesperon sxid in a stabement

Continued on page 2

From page 1

The sources abo said there
were threats for af least six
Hights of Air India flights
There was oo comment from
the airfine.

On Saturdyy, more than 50
flights operated by varioaos
Indian airlines  reporiedly
received bomb threats. The
airlines that got the bomb
threats include Air India,
IndiCie, Akasa Adr, Yiestara,
Spacefet, Star Air, and Alliance
Air. The latest sevies of hoax
calls comes a day afier the
Burean of Civil Aviation
Security [BCAS} met with
aidine CEQs on October 19
atter multiple flights received
alt least :']TIL'LLI: bomb threats
in the past wesk

The ongoing investigaton of
hoax bomb threats o domestsc
and international flights has
revenbed that nearty 7 percent
were from a single source: an
anonymous  and  unverifsed
accouml om X that posted
threats 10 46 domestic and
mtermabional {Eghis of Indan
garriers in two days. Amid the
wave of hoax bomb threats o
Indian azrlines, with as many
as 70 such posis made dorng
the past week, the Directorate
General of Crvil Aviation

& o Hoax threais to...

(DGCA) Vikram Dey Doutt has
been  transterred o the
Mimzstry of Coal as Secretary.
Sowrces said the X handle
Endamlanzal 111 made 12
threats an Friday night and 34
on Saturday. The mser also
began postimg  threals 1o
miermational carriers such as
American Airlimes, bt Blue,
and Air New Zealand The
posts  had an identical
message: -~ There are bhombs
onbmard fve of your planes._ .
Mo ane will make put alive.
Hurry up and evacuate the
plane” Same of the ights were
airborne when the threats were
posted, while others had
already  complesed  their
POLETTREY.

The threats, which have
carsed widespread disruptions
and forced  emergency
procedures, have mostly
turmed out to be lalse alanms.
However, they have left
airlines and  authorities
scrambling o ENSIre
passenger  safety,  while
mvestigating the sources of the
threats. Among the airlines
mast atfected are Air India
Express, Air India, Vistara,
IndiGo, and Akasa Air, with
each  reporting multiple
seCHrity scares.
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WELCOME TO THE NATIONAL CAPITAL

R
in the

RAJESH KUMAR m NEW DELHI

id air scares targeting
Indian airlines
continued on

Saturday, as at least 30 flights
operated by Vistara, Air India,
IndiGo, Spice]et, Star Air and
Akasa Airlines were forced to
make emergency landings after
bomb threats , which later
turned out to be hoaxes. So far
this week, at least 70 flights of
Indian carriers have received
bomb threats, and all of them
turned out to be hoaxes. The
hoax threats comes right in the
middle of festive season when
a large number of Indians plan
to fly.

Worried over increasing trends
of bomb threat messages, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has called the
chief executive officers (CEQOs)
of the airlines for a meeting to
discuss ways to tackle the issue,
which is causing
inconvenience to passengers
and losses to carriers.
According to officials, six
flights against which bomb
threats were made via social
media made scheduled
landings at Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport. These
threats came from a single X
account and were categorised
as “hoax” and “non specific”
after thorough checks, the
official added. The account, of
a user named ‘Adha;
mentioned ﬂiﬁhts of several
airlines, though only six were
scheduled to %:Lﬂd at Mumbai

ghtmare

skies

international airport, the
official said. These were from
Delhi, Goa and Darbhanga.
Hoax bomb threats can wreak
havoc on the Indian aviation
sector since they are not easy to
trace. Given the Khalistani
threats to airlines, the
government or airlines can't
take such calls lightly even if
they think these to be hoax
calls.

Notably, the spate of hoax
bomb threats against Indian
airlines has led to major
financial repercussions, with
airline officials  estimating
losses running into crores of
rupees. According to Aviation
Industry sources, the overall
financial damage of the hoax,
including costs for
unscheduled landing,
passenger accommodations,
aircraft grounding, and crew
replacements, is projected to
exceed Rs 3 crore.

Top sources said more than 30
flights, including domestic and
international ones, operated by
domestic airlines have received
bomb threats through social
media since Saturday mornin:
In at least one of the flights, a
note was found in the lavatory
saying there was a bomb in the
flight.On Saturday, Vistara said
five of its flights on
international routes received
security threats through social
media while IndiGo said at
least four of its flights got
security-related alerts,

The five flights of Vistara are
UK106 (Singapore tov
Mumbai), UK027 (Mumbai

to Frankfurt), UK107
{Mumbai  to Singapore),
UK121 (Delhi to Bangkok)
and UK13]1 (Muombai to
Colombo). “Following the

protocol, all relevant
authorities were promptly
alerted and all security

procedures are being adhered
to, as per the guidance from
the authorities and security
agencies,’ an airline
spokesperson said in a
statement. Besides, there was
a security concern regarding
Vistara flight UK624 from
Udaipur to Mumbai, and after
landing, the aircraft was taken
to an isolation bay for
mandatory checks. A note
was found in the lavatory of
the aircraft saying there is a
bomb in the flight, a source in
the know said.

IndiGo also issued statements
for at least five international
flights with respect to the
threats - 6E 11, 6E 17, 6E 58, 6E
108, and 6E 184. They are 6E17

{(Mumbai to Istanbul), 6E11
(Delhi to Istanbul), 6E184
(Jodhpur to Dethi) and 6E108
(Hyderabad to

it}

Chandigarh). The airline said
is cognisam of a sitnation

involving flights from Mumbai |
Delhi to |
the !
Jodhpur to Delhi flight, the ;
carrier said the plane landed in :
and :
customers have disembarked :

and
Istanbul. Regarding

the national capital

the aircraft.
About the

were

airport authorities at

sCare.

Continued on page 5 |

Hyderabad to :
Chandigarh flight, IndiGo said :
that upon landing, the aircraft |
was isolated and all passengers :
safely disembarked. §
Sources said that the plane was :
being checked at Chandigarh ;
airport thoroughly by the ;
the !
isolation bay. The Air India :
flight numbers AI 101, Al 105, |
Al 126, 119, and Al 161 were !
disrupted following the bomb |

Chaos on the roads

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he warsening traffic
i Tcongestian across the

city particularly at major
junctions such as ITO,
Moolchand, Chirag Delhi,
Nehru Place, RTR has taken a
toll on the «citys road
infrastructure which cater to
¢ both the Delhiites and floatin
population from the Nntjnnﬁ
Capital Region (NCR) regions
like Noida, Gurgaon resulting
in daily chaos.

The Pioneer has already
sustained a month long
campaign on traffic
congestion,  management,
solution and this time the
Capitals new age destination

across “Jamuna Paar® Anand
Vihar has been carved out, to
off load the in-traffic situation
i and has several commuters
facilities like a Railway Station,

Interstate Bus  Terminus
{ISBT), Metro and
Railway  Transit
(RRTS) have come up.
Due to heavy traffic
congestion, it is mnow
considered one of the busiest
areas in Delhi since it lies on
the border, close to the
bustling metropolis of
Ghaziabad and Noida
and millions throng
here each day. The
Anand Vihar ISBT

Rapid
System

LAMTIL

LIS

and hawkers from both sides.
They display articles on the
Ealh\mfs. clothes are hung on
angers and rings and illegally
arked vehicles such as TSRs,
uses, Private Taxis add to the
heavy traffic congestion, police
said on Saturday.
Due to this, the once wide
road has  been
shortened  from
both the sides and
pedestrians and
commuters were

falls under the Madhu 3 not getting
Vihar traffic circle. L IEREER OGN engugh space to
According to  Delhi even walk on
police, 1t has started a footpaths.

crackdown and issued 205
challans under different heads
were also issued against the
violators and encroachers.

During a visit by senior police
officers recently, it was
observed that the road was
encroached by illegal vendors,

Analysing the situation, the
police evolved a strategy to
clear INJOUT congestion at
the road of Anand Vihar ISBT
and to make carriageway
congestion free. A meeting was
then arranged with the Deputy
Commissioner,  Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MCD),
Shahdara South Zone and local
police and they were requested
to arrange joint drives for
removal of encroachment at
Anand Vihar ISBT. A special
drive was carried out along
with MCD. to clear congestion
and most of the
encroachments were removed.
Anand Vihar is a major transit
hub connected with Railway,
RRTS and Metro network and
is always abuzz with lakhs of

commuters using various
modes of transport. It is
surrounded by  densely
Ecrpulated Indirapuram,
Surajmal Vihar, Ramprastha in
Ghaziabad, Noida, Dilshad
Garden, Shahdara, Mayur

Vihar, Patparganj. This leads to
chaos and traffic congestion
due to encroachers and heavy
traffic volumes.

It takes road commuters 15 to
20 minutes to cross the outside
the ISBT on Chaudhary
Charan Singh Marg. Buses,
autorickshaws, e rickshaws and
private vehicles are always
stationed at wrong points
leading to traffic jams. A large
number of non destined
vehicles entering Delhi from
UP also added woes to the
commuters. It is around 9 pm,
when the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh
border at Anand Vihar
becomes messy as the legal
time to enter into the Capital
for the commercial vehicles
begins.

Besides increasing parking
fees, Lieutemant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena issued
orders to regulate traffic /
buses inside and outside the
three ISBTs including Anand
Vihar last month. Inside the
ISBT, the situation has
improved bt ~ outside; =it
remains the same.

Nightmare
in the skies
From page 1

A Star Air flight from Lucknow to
Kishangarh received a bomb threat
on Saturday afternoon, leading to
heightened security measures at
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International  Airport  (CCSI).
According to a statement from the
CCSl Airport spokesperson, the
threat was received at 1:52 pm. The
Airport’s Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee immediately convened
to assess the situation and
implement necessary  security
protocols, it said.

Most of the hoax threat messages
and calls are made using VPN
which makes it difficult to trace
them. Police have intensified their
investigation into several hoax
bomb threats targeted at domestic
and irn.e'rn:ltinml.lg flights. The Civil
Aviation Ministry plans to put in
place strict norms to prevent
incidents of hoax bomb threats to
airlines, including placing the
perpetrators in the no-fly list.
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Flight receives homh threat

Lucknow (PNS): A Star Air
flight from Lucknow to
Kishangarh received a bomb
threat on Saturday afternoon,
leading to heightened security
measures at Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport
(CCSI). According to a state-
ment from the CCSI Airport
spokesperson, the threat was
received at 1:52 pm. The air-
port’s Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee immediately con-
vened to assess the situation
and implement necessary secu-
n'_li:i'i protocols, it said.

“The aircraft, flight 85 223, was
moved to an isolation bay, and
passengers were safely disem-

barked. CISF personnel con-
ducted a thorough security
check of the aircraft,” the state-
ment stated. “After the securi-
ty clearance was obtained at
4:10 pm, passengers were
allowed to proceed to the ter-
minal. The terminal team facil-
itated a smooth flow of passen
gers to ensure minimal disrup-
tion,” the statement added.

The incident is in line to the
spate of such threats being
received across the country.

More than 30 flights of various
Indian airlines, including
Vistara, Air India and IndiGo,
received bomb threats on
Saturday, according to sources.
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Hoax callers could be on no-fly list for 5 yrs

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com  with hoax threats. ban. BCAS had said Indian  ingafalsebomb threat.
Sources said BCAS had Penal Code (IPC) provisions The Bill to amend the Air-
New Delhi: The civil avia- last vear suggested including  are not deterrent enough in  craft Act, 1934 — the Bharati-

tion ministry, concerned over
the recent string of hoax
threats about bombs on
flights, is taking a fresh look
at old suggestions of the Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation and Se-
curity (BCAS) such as put-
ting individuals behind hoax
threats on *no-fly* list for five
years and revisiting the Air-
craft Act, 1934 — proposed to
be replaced by the Bharativa
Vayvuyan Vidhevak, 2024,
passed in August by the Lok
Sabha — to provide for a spe-
cialised legal regime to deal

special provisions in the Air-
craft Act to deal more firmly
with hoax bomb calls and
messages. [ts other key sug-
gestion, made in Ju-

the light of the serious im-
pact hoax calls and messages,
mostly from pranksters, tend
to have on fight schedules

and the related loss-

Iy this vear, was to FAKE ALERTS es. besides the in-

amend the DGCA
Civil Aviation Requirements
to put hoax callers on “no-fly"”
list for five vears.

As of now, the rules cover
only unruly passengers trav-
elling or boarding aircraft,
not non-passengers, and
leave it to the airline to decide
on duration of the ‘noly’

convenience caused
to the passengers and public.

BCAS is said to have sub-
mitted that introducing a
dedicated provisions in the
Aircraft Act. 1934, against
heax calls, including stricter
bail and stern punishment,
would keep pranksters from
malking that hoax call or post-

va Vayuvan Vidheyak, 2024 —
was passed by the Lok Sabha
in August this year. The bill,
however, did not incorporate
the BCAS suggestion to in-
clude adedicated legal frame-
work to deal with hoax bomb
threats toflights.

Aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said Thursday
“a strict barrier” was being
created for “people trying to
dothesekKindsofl pranks”and
hinted at changes in rules
and legislation to achieve
this,



AIRPORTS AUT HURIT‘I’ OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDABAD 20 OCTOBER 2024

Over 70 hoax bomb threats in
a week; Indian, int’l flights hit

Aviation Security Chlef Holds Meetmg W|th Airline CEOs

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi/Mumbai: The
aviation sector faced an un-
precedented wave of hoax
bomb threats Saturday, with
30 to 40 Mights across Indian
carriers and five Delta Air
Lines flights being targeted.,
This marks the highest num-
ber of threats in a single day,
adding to the disruption the
industry has endured over
the week since Monday.

The heaxes included
threats to both domestic and
international flights, with
Saturday being the first in
stance where a foreign airlin-
erwas affected. Over the past
week, more than 70 hoax
alerts have been received, im-
pactingairline schedules.

Aviation sources said a
major airport temporarily
ranoutof isclation bays used
for aircraft inspections fol-
lowing bomb threats, “Some
messages came for flights
that had landed and passen-
gers had alighted. This is cra-
2y Over B0-90 threats in seven
days,"” an official said.

Among Delta’s flights re-
ceiving threats were DL3 (New
York to London), DL (Tokvoto
Los Angeles), DL20 (Seattle to
London), DL27 (Atlanta to Se-
oul), and DL32(Dallasto Atlan-
ta). A threatening message,
posted in response to a Delta
customer service tweet on X,
said: “Hi. There are bombs
placed onboard of 5 vour

Passengers of an indiGo flight that received a bomb threat come out of
the Chandigarh airport on Saturday

planes. No one will make it out
alive. Hurry up and evacuate
the plane,”

The message was shared
by the now-restricted account
@adamlanzalll, Indian carri-
ers also faced social media
threats, On Thursday, Air In-
dia flights were targeted by
@ psychotichuman, which has
since been temporarily re-
stricted by X.

Among the flights affect-
ed Saturday were several In-
digo services, including
Nights from Mumbai and Del-
hi to Istanbul, Jeddah to
Mumbai, Hyderabad to Cali-
cut, and Hyderabad to Chan-
digarh. SpiceJet also report-
ed threats to its Amritsar-Du-
bai, Darbhanga-Mumbai,
and Delhi-Dharamshala ser-
vices, among others. Akasa
Air flights targeted included
routes from Bengaluru to Gu-

wahati, Goa to Mumbai, and
Hyderabad to Delhi. Alliance
Adr flights from AgattiIsland
to Cochin and Shimla to Dha-
ramshala were also hit.

While most flights reached
their destinations safely, thor-
ough security protocols re-
quired after threats caused de-
lays. Aircraft targeted by spe-
cific threats — those that men-
tion flight numbers and other
details — must undergo exten-
sive checks. An official =aid:
“These disruptions have a cas-
cading effect, causing delays
for other flights operated by
thesameaircraft.”

However: only one flight —
a Vistara Delhi-London ser-
vice — was diverted Fridav A
Vistara spokesperson said:
“As a precautionary measure,
pilots decided to divert to
Frankfurt, Flight landed safe-
Iy at Frankfurt where all man-

datary checks were conducted
by security agencies following
which, theaircraft wascleared
to conclude the journey” Oth-
er Vistara flights targeted in-
cluded  Singapore-Mumbai
(UK106), Mumbai-Frankfurt
(UK027), Mumbai-Singapore
(UK1a7), Delhi-Bangkok
(UK121), and Mumbai-Colom-
bo (UK131).

Air India also reported
disruptions, with a Newark-
Mumbai flight delayed by
three hours while undergo-
ing additional security
checks. Several other Al
flights to destinations like
MNew York, London, and Chi-
cago were also targeted, Indi-
Go and Akasa Air were simi-
larlyaffected. Bureauof Civil
Aviation Security chief Zulfi-
quar Hasan held a meeting
with airline CEOs to discuss
the issue. “Indian skies are
absolutely safe. The current
protocol is robust and is be-
ing strictly followed. We reas-
sure passengers that they
should fly without any fear
and infactfly even more,” Ha-
sansaid.

An official said: “While at-
tempts are being made to end
or minimize this menace with
the home ministry actively in-
volved, we have to minimize
passenger inconvenience and
disruptions while ensuring se-
curity” Airlines have in-
creased efforts to provide re-
freshments and basic necessi-
ties for affected passengers.
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Over 20 flights
targeted on
sixth day of

bomb threats

New Delhi/Mumbai/Kolka-
ta: Indian carriers continued
to grapple with a wave of bomb
hoax threats for the sixth
straight day, disrupting flight
schedules and causing incon-
venience during the busy fes-
tive travel season. More than 20
flights received threats Sunday
— albeit lower than the single
day’s highest of at least 40
flights Saturday:

The pattern of threats that
began Monday has so far affect-
ed nearly 90 flights. Most of the
affected flights originated from
major hubs such as Mumbai
and New Delhi, leading to ex-
tensive security checks, delays,
and operational challenges.

Smaller airports like the
one in Karnataka's Belagavi
were also targeted. It received
a threat via email, but was de-
clared a hoax after a detailed
search of the premises. In Kol-
kata, the airport operations
control centre received a bomb
threat for an Alliance Airflight
while 1t was mid-air. Flight 91
0752, whichdeparted from Lak-
himpur in Assam, was just 12
minutes away from Kolkata
with 73 passengers on board
when the threat was received.

Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security has urged operators
tostrictly follow standard oper-
ating procedures. Initial inves-
tigations suggest many of the
messages were sent through
virtual private networks or
dark web browsers.

According to an official, the
scale and frequency of the
threats differ from earlier hoax
calls, which were often made by
passengers looking to delay
their flights. “Given the num-
ber of threats, this could be
part of a larger conspiracy to
flood the industry with such
messages so that one becomes
lax. But we take every threat se-
riously,” the official said. wnn

(Inputs from Bengaluru)
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Aviation security chief meets
airline CEOs over bomb threats

Over 30 Flights
Targeted On Sat;
Highest No. Of
Threats In A Day

Tiraes News NeTwork

New Delhi/Mumbai: The av-
iation sector faced an unprece-
dented wave of hoax bomb
threats on Saturday, with 30 to
40 flights across Indian carri-
ers and five of Delta Air Lines
being targeted. This marks the
highest number of single-day
threats, adding to disruptions
since Monday, The hoaxes in-
cluded threats to both domes-
tic and international flights,
affecting a foreign airliner for
the first time on Saturday.
Over 70 hoax alerts were recei-
ved over the past week,

Aviation sources saidama-
jor airport temporarily ran
out of isolation bays used for
aircraft inspections following
bomb threats. “Some messa-
pes came for flights that had
landed and passengers had
alighted. This is crazy. Over B0-
90 threats insevendays,” anof-
ficial salid.

Among Delta’s flights rece-
iving threats were DL3 (New
York to London), DL&(Tokvoto
Los Angeles), DL20 (Seattle to
London), DL27 (Atlanta to Seo-
ul), and DL32 (Dallas to Atlan-
ta). A threat message, posted
in response to a Delta custo-
mer service tweet on X, said:
“Hi. There are bombs placed
onboard of 5 vour planes. No
one will make it out alive. Hur-
ry upand evacuate the plane.”
It was shared by now-restric-
ted account wadamlanzalll,

Indian carviers also faced
social media threats, On

L IR H"‘H"-w St o
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An aircraft after a bomb threat was detected at Jaipur airport on Tuesday

Thursday, Air India (AD
Nights were targeted by G@psy-
chotichuman,  temporarily
restricted by X since,

On Saturday, many Indigo
services, including Mights
from Mumbai and Delhi to Is-
tanbul, Jeddah to Mumbai, we-
re hit. Spiceet also reported
threats to its Amritsar-Dubai,
Darbhanga-Mumbai, and Del-
hi-Dharamshala flights, am-
ong others, Akasa Air fights
on Bengaluru to Guwahati,
Goa to Mumbai, and Hvdera-
bad to Delhi routes; and Alli-
ance Air flights from Agattils-
land to Cochin and Shimla to
Dharamshala were hit,

While most flights reached
their destinations safely, tho-
rough security protocols requ-
ired after threats caused dela-
v, Alrcraft targeted by speci-
fic threats, with mention of
fight numbers and other deta-
ils, must undergo extensive
checksinisolationbays. Anof-
ficial said: “These disruptions
have a cascading effect, cau-
sing delays for other Oights
operated by the same plane.”™

But, only one flight—a Vis-
tara Delhi-London service —
was diverted on Friday. A Vis-
tara spokesperson said: “As a
precautionary measure, pilots
decided to divert to Frankfur-
t..all mandatory checks were
conducted by security agenci-
esafterwhich, theaircraft was
cleared to conclude the jour-

ney"” Dther Vistara flights tar-
peted included Singapore-
Mumbai (UK108), Mumbai-
Frankfurt (UK0D27), Mumbai-
Singapore (UK107T), Delhi-
Banghkok (UK121), and Mum-
bai-Colombo (UK131).

Air India also reported dis-
ruptions, with a Newark-
Mumbai fight delayed by
three hours duw to additional
security checks, Several other
Air India flights to destina-
tions like New York, London,
and Chicago were also targe-
ted. IndiGo and Akasa Air we-
realsoaffected.

Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security chief Zulfiquar Ha-
san met with airline CEOQs.
“Indian skies are absolutely
safe. The current protocol is
robust and is being strictly fol-
lowed. We reassure passeng-
ers that they should fly witho.
ut any fear and in fact fly even
more,” Hasansaid in Saturday

An airdine official said,
“While attempts are being ma-
de to end or minimise this me-
nace with Union home mini-
stry actively involved, we have
o minimise passenger incon-
venience and disruptions whi-
leensuring security”

Airlines have increased ef-
forts to provide refreshments
and basic necessities for pas-
sengers affected by delays,
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From Dec 28, higher

compensation for int’l
flyers for death, delay

THE REVISED LIABILITY
LYMITS FOR AMRLINES 10l §
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Bomb hoax
delays Star
Air flightin
Jamnagar

Times News NeTwork

Rajkot: A Star Air flight
from Jamnagar to Hydera-
bad was delayed by nearly fo-
ur hours on Saturday follo-
wing a bomb threat posted
on the microblogging app X.

Jamnagar airport direc-
tor D K Singh said, “The
Jamnagar-Hyderabad flight
usually takes off from Jam-
nagar airport at 2.15pm. Ho-
wever, due to threat message
received on X, all 31 passeng-
ers were de-boarded. The
luggage on the flight was al-
sooffloaded and checked. All

THREAT MADE ON X

this took about three hours
and 50 minutes,”

As a result, the flight de-
parted from Jamnagar air-
portat5.05pm.

Personnel from Jamna-
gardistrict police, including
dog and bomb squads, con-
ducted a thorough check but
did not find any suspicious
item. Sources said that the
threat originated from a twe-
et mentioning the {light
number,

The Star Air team, acting
promptly, informed the ATC,
which triggered the security
procedures.
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Govt likely to put
hoax callers on
no-fly list for 5 yrs

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The civil avia-
tion ministry istakingafresh
look at old suggestions of Bu-
reauof Civil Aviation and Se-
curity (BCAS) such as put-
ting individuals behind hoax
threats on ‘no-fly’ list for five
vears and revisiting the Air-
craft Act, 1934 — proposed to
bereplaced by Bharativa Vay-
uyan Vidhevak, 2024, passed
in Aug by the LS — to provide
for a specialised legal regime
todeal with hoax threats.

Sources said BCAS had on-
Iy last vear suggested to civil
aviation ministry to include
special provisions in the Air-
craft Act to deal more firmly
with hoax bomb calls and mes-
sages, [tsother key suggestion,
made in July this vear, was to
amend DGCA Civil Aviation
Requirements to put hoax cal-
lerson “no-fly” list forafive-ye-
ar period. As of now, the rules
in this regard cover only unru-
ly passengers travelling or bo-
arding aircraft, not non-pas-
sengers, and leave it to the air
line to decide on duration of
the ‘no-fly” ban.

Civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu on Thurs-
day hinted that a fresh look
was being taken at BCAS pro-
pozals in viewof bomb hoaxes.
He had said “a strict barrier”
was being created for “people
trying to do these kinds of
pranks” and hinted at changes
inrules and legislation,
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Int’] air travellers to get hike
in relief for deaths and delays

Manjuvitimesofindia.com

Mumbai: In a move set to be-
nefit passengers boarding in-
ternational flights, including
those toand from India, the In-
ternational Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO) has anno-
unced significant increases in
compensation limits pavahle
by airlines in cases of death,
injury; flight delay, and bagga-
geand cargo issues,

Therevised upper limit for
compensation payable under
the Montreal Convention will
take effect on Dec 28, said
ICAO on Saturday For instan-
ce, the upper limit for compen-
sation in the event of death
has increased from 1,28821
Special Drawing Rights (SDR)
to 1,51,880 SDR. In case of in-
ternational flights to/from In-
dia, thisisan increase from Rs
14 crore to Rs 1.7 crore, based
oncurrent rates.

The Montreal Convention,
formally known as the Con-
vention for the Unification of
Certain Rules for Internatio-
nal Carriage by Air (MC989), es-
tablishes a comprehensive
framework for international
air travel, It sets liability li-
mits for airlines in cases of in-
jury death, delay, baggage, and
cargn issues. The revision co-
mes as part of the Conven-
tion's built-in review mecha-
nism, which adjusts for infla.
tfion every five vears. ICAO has
asked these countries toput in
place legal provisions by the
end of Dec. The MC99 Liability
limits apply to 140 countries,
including India, which ratifi-
ed it in June 2009,

The said revision pertains

THE REVISED LIABILITY
LIMITS FOR AIRLINES

I

e

The revised upper fimit for compensation payable under the
Montreal Convention 199 pertaining to international flights
(approx. amount). The Eability limits are indicated in SDR (Special
Drawing Rights), a unit of account defined by the International
Menetary Fund, 1 SDR is about 7112 as of Oct 19

Tldcr #LTer
Death, Injury |  (1.2LSDR} | (15LSDR)
< L
Flight delay | (s 300 s0R) ‘ (6:300 SOR)
Baggage
delati| 1 300 SR | 1500 SOR)
damage etc | " i
Cargo lost, zz,snwkg 72,900/ kg B
damaged | (22 SDIUKQ} (26 SDR/kg)

solely to the upper limit for
compensation payable by air-
lines and is not an indicator of
the actual compensation the
next of kin might receive in
theevent of death.

For instance, the compen-
sation payable for the 21 deaths
and 167 non-fatal injuries in
the 2020 Air India Express
[¥:1344 Dubai-Calicut acci-
dent came under the provi-
sions of MC99, The then govt-
owned airline paid the next of
kin financial compensation,
ranging from Rs 10 lakh for fa-
milies of adults over 12 years
old to Rs 5 lakh for families of
childrenunder 12 vears of age.
Additionally, an interim com-
pensationof Rs2lakhwaspro-
vided to critically injured pas-
sengers and about Rs 50,000 to
other injured passengers.

The passengers sought le-

gal recourse for compensation
payable to them under MCH9,
They contended that under
the Convention, a fived amo-
unt of Rs 1.4 crore must be pa-
id.

Kerala high court dismis-
sed the case, stating that the
petitioners voluntarily accep-
ted the compensation initially
offered by Air India Express
and so could not subsequently
challenge it as being lower
The petitioners argued that
the right to a minimum com-
pensationof 1lakh SDR isgua-
ranteed under an internatio-
nal convention and moved Su-
preme Court, Last Oct, 5C is-
sued a notice to Air India, now
a private carriet; in response
tothespecial leave petitions fi-
led by passengers secking hig-
her compensation for the de-
athsof their kin,
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