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Land acquisition for Warangal
airport completed: Revanth

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy has
invited public suggestions for naming the new
airport at Mamnoor in Warangal district, as the
State government has completed the required
land acquisition and handed over the land to the
Airports Authority of India. In a social media
post, Mr. Reddy said that ¥295 crore had been
allocated by the government for the land
acquisition.
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Adani seeks nod for US pre- clearance at Naw Mumbai airport

Huhlt Vaid
tew Dedhi

Asrport operator Adani Air-
pott  Holdings  Limited
(AAHL} has sought the
Centre's approval to set upa

facility for pre-clearance of

US immigration and cus-
toms formalities for passen
gers travelling on direct US-
bound flights from the Navi
Mumbai Internarional Adr-
port (NMIA]L

Speaking 1o bustnessling,
industry sources said the
proposal had been submitted
o the Ministry of Civil Avi-
aticen (Molia),

The propossd facility

would enable pussengers t
undergo US  immigration
and customs checks before
boarding their flights.

Besides, the facility would
benefit passengers connect-
ing to onward Aights within
the US by aflowing them to
boypass routine immigration
and customs queuss om
arrival.

When  contacred, AAHL
did not respend o gquerics
fram businesline,

PROJECT COST
Meanwhile, detadls of the im-
plementation timeline, in-
frastructure and final imvest-
ment lE‘L'II.IiI‘t‘I'HE‘I‘IE were not
immediately svailable.

Himwever, per sources, the
proposed  project st Nawi
Mumbai is estimated to cost
over 1100 crore.

Further, an agreement as
well  as arrangements
berween the Indian and U'S
authorities would be re

quired to establish the
facility.
The US immigration amd

customs pre-clearanoe s ad-
ministered by the US Cus-
s and Border Protection
[CBP). Under the pre-clear-
ance model, CBP personnel
conduct inspections at des-
igmated overseas airports be-
fore passengers board 1S-
bound aircraft,

At present. Abu Dhabi's

Zaved International Adrport
and Dublin Airport host US
pre-clearance facilitics.
According to a senior air-
ling executive, such a facility
conld make the Nawi Mumbai
atrport attractive not only to
US-bound passengers  ori-
ginating in India but alse o
international transit passen
pers truvelling to the US.

The proposul comes os
NMIA seckes to expand its in-
rermational connectivicy,

Recently, the Airports
Economic Regulatory  Au-
thority of India (AERA) ap-
proved the alrport operator’s
proposal to revise eligibility
criteria for tarift incentives
available to airlines launch-
ing international passenger
roates from the NMIA

AIRLINE INCENTIVES

Notably, under the frame-
work, airlines launching eli
gible new international

senger routes of wp to 5,000
km receive a 100 per cent
concession  on landing
churges in the first vear and

50 per cent in the second
year.

Subsequently, the conces-
sion would drop to 50 per
cent in the second yeur and
25 per cent in the third vear.

For routes exceeding
5,000 km, the concession is
100 per cent in the first vear,
50 per cent in the second
vear and 25 per cent in the
third vear,

Mevertheless, the com-
mercial oppornenicy for Navi
Muombai would depend on
pirlines offering direct US
services  and  connecting
schedules that allow passen-
gers from other Indian cities
of oversens markets totrans
fer through the airport.
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MILLENNIUM POST KOLKATA

Bengal identifies land for
Kalyani greenfield airport

CLOSER LOOK

»  The Bengal government has identified nine Nadia mouzas
for land acquisition for the propesed 2,000-acre greenfield

airport at Kalyani

Property registration has been restricted in Birpara, Char Jadubati,
Ganga Mohanpur, Char Madhusuanpur, Sarati, Murutipur, Umapur,

Iswaripur and Kalyani

Registration officers have been directed not to register property

documents involving land in the identified mouzas

OUR CORRESPONDENT
Kolkata, September 19

The West Bengal govern-
ment is learnt to have iden-
tified nine Nadia mouzas
for land acquisition for the
proposed 2000-acre green-
field airport at Kalyani and
restricted registration of
property documents in the
areas.

The mouzas are
Birpara, Char Jadubati,
Ganga Mohanpur, Char
Madhusuanpur, Sarat,
Murutipur, Umapur, Iswar-
ipur and Kalyani. Regis-
tration officers have been
directed not to register
documents involving prop-
erties there.

The airport was
announced in the 2026
state Budget as a project
aimed at easing capacity
pressure at Kolkata airport
and improving air connec-
tivity in the region.

Around 2000 acres are
expected to be required

for the project. The
government already has
about 240 acres in the
identified area, includ-
ing a 172-acre brick
field. The rest will have to
be acquired, with Kalyani
and Birpara accounting
for the largest portions,
followed by Sarati and
Murutipur.

The proposed airport is
expected to have two paral-
lel runways aligned north-
east-southwest. Passenger
and cargo terminals and
an air traffic control tower
are planned on the eastern
side of the runways.

The runway, including
clearance at both ends,
is expected to streich
about 5km, with a width
requirement of around
500 metres. Taxiways and
parking bays are also part
of the plan.

The project is being
planned on the lines of
greenfield airports at Jewar
near Delhi and Navi Mumbai.
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flvdubai inks pact with Air India

ﬂyﬂub.’::l’l&i announced new Interline agreements with Air
Incla and Usbekistan Aireways, expanding ts gobal necwork
CrosEs Asia, Austratia and Europe

Thase partnarships offer fipdubal
passangers Seal Hlass aCcess o more than
B0 additicnal destinations thro |‘-_:I|
partner networks, .'\.|1|I-:-.'|H|:r|r.§
customers of Air india and Lizbekistan
Adrwiags CONWeRent CoNNeCsans to key

destinathons across the airline's network,
via Dubai, with single-ticket iinerares
and through checked L"-'EK:EEF

th thesa addivons, flydubai’s intariine network now
comprises 46 partner airlnes, remforcng the carrier's

stratepr role in entancing Dubai's connectvity and
strengthening the emirate’s position as a global hub for trael
and commerce, a media release stabed,
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@ EXPENSIVE CELEBRATION

Fewer flight seats for festival travel

PRICE OF JOY. Domestic air tickets turn costlier and elusive as airlines hold back capacity additions during busy season

—
Rohit Vaid

t’s the time of the year when crores

of Indians pack their bags for get-

togethers with loved ones to celeb-

rate a string of festivals or headtoa
tourist destination for rest and recre-
ation. At the start of the season, which ex-
tends from September to January, do-
mestic air ticket prices are ruling above
last year’s levels, even as the fares have
eased from August, offering travellers
partial relief.

Data shared by Cleartrip showed that
average domestic airfares for September
are 12-20 per cent higher compared to a
year ago, while they have declined by 5-10
per cent compared with August.

ixigo’s  year-on-year comparison
showed that average one-way fare on the
Delhi-Hyderabad sector rose 74 per cent
to 8,253 from ¥4,739. The Delhi-Goa
fare increased 47 per cent to 7,896 from
5,377, while the Delhi-Bengaluru fare
rose similarly to 39,199 from %6,273. The
Mumbai-Kolkata fare increased 43 per
cent to 38,094 from ¥5,653.

The rates are for bookings made 15-20
days before departure.

The comparison also showed that the
Delhi-Pune fare rose 35 per cent to 37,150
from ¥5,293, while the Delhi-Mumbai fare
increased 21 per cent to 36,456 from ¥5,317.
The Mumbai-Bengaluru fare rose 45 per
cent to 5,884 from 34,066.

SEAT CAPACITY
The higher fares come at a time of fewer
scheduled seats in the domestic market.

According to consolidated industry
data from aviation analytics firm Cirium,
scheduled seat capacity for September
was down 5.3 per cent year-on-year to
1.49 crore from 1.58 crore.

This implies 8.32 lakh fewer scheduled
seats compared with September last year.
The number of scheduled flights is down
by 8.5 per cent to 83,515 from 91,287 —

= e T S =g
T - = = YE
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ELEVATING TREND. Average domestic airfares for September are 12-20 per cent higher compared to a year ago s.oomserc

namely 7,772 truncated services. Mean-
while, capacity measured in available seat
kilometres (ASKs) is lower by 6.2 per
cent. This measure captures both the
number of seats offered and the distances
of scheduled services.

The Cirium figures describe scheduled
capacity for September, rather than flights
actually operated or passengers carried.

Sequentially, the number of scheduled
domestic flights for September are 4 per
cent lower compared with 87,035 in Au-
gust. Seat capacity is also down 4 per cent
from 1.55 crore, while ASKs are lower by
4.7 per cent.

Further, the scheduled seat capacity in
September is fewer by about 6.29 lakh than
in August. These industry totals do not es-
tablish whether capacity has fallen on all
routes where fares have risen.

For those planning to travel during the
festival season, capacity additions will be
a key factor shaping ticket prices, an in-
dustry insider pointed out, adding that
fares through the year-end would depend
on the extent of additions by airlines.

JET FUEL PRICE RISE
Other industry observers said elevated
jet fuel prices linked to the West Asia
crisis and lower domestic capacity con-
tributed to the annual rise in airfares.
However, a senior executive with a
leading airline tells businessline that the
increase in airfares would not be sufficient
to offset the sector’s operating losses.
Another senior aviation executive says
the weakening rupee against the dollar is
adding to the cost pressure. The execut-
ive estimates that around 70 per cent of

airline costs, including aviation turbine
fuel (ATF), is denominated in, or linked
to the dollar.

In addition, the fare increases would
need to cover both higher ATF costs and
the currency depreciation to enable air-
lines to maintain bottom lines at last
year’s level, the executive says.

Cleartrip’s monthly  progression
showed June had the highest fares in the
June-September period, reflecting peak
summer pricing.

Fares declined 12-18 per cent in July,
followed by a 5-8 per cent increase in Au-
gust, before easing again in September.

We value your feedback.
Do send your comments to
bl.logistics@thehindu.co.in
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Economy airfares took off most since Covid
in H12026; business class became cheaper

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 20 Septemnber

Econommy-class airfares saw
their sharpest increases since
Covid-era fare caps were
removed n Aupnst 2023
across almest all of India’s 20
busiest domestic routesin
the first half (H1) of 2026,
shows aviation analytics firm
Cirlum’s data reviewed by
Business Standard,

Atthe other end of the
cabin, passengers are getting
asweeter deal. Business-
class fares have fallen on
most of the same routes in
2026, creating an urnusieal
divide in domestic aviation:
Econonmy passengers are
paying more year-on-vear
{¥-o-Y), while business
traveilers are paying less.

This shift is sharp
compared with the previous

two years. In June 3024,
average economy fares fell on
17 of the 20 busiest domestic
routes ¥-o-Y. Avear later, the
market was evenly split, with
fares rising on 10 routes and

A reverse K-shaped price trajectory
How airfares moved for the busiest domestic routes in june 2026
== Economy dass W8 Business class

% ¥-g-¥ change in irfare

Mote: Rank iz based on how busy a route is

Source: Cirium

falling on 10, June 2036
figures were the starkest:
Average econonty fares rose
on 18 of the 20 routes, with 17
recording their biggestY-o-Y
increase of the three-year

period. Fares rose over 15 per
Cent on 11 routes, including
five where the increase was
OVer 30 per cent.

Consider India’s third-
busiest domestic route,

Mumbai-Bengaluni. Avera
econonTy fares fell 150 per
cent ¥-o-Y inJune 2024 and
L3 per cent inJune 2025
In June 2006, they surmed 3!
per cent. For business class
aviation industry executive
said the market is correctin
after fares rose tolevels the
considered higher than
warranted. IndiGo’s entry
intothe segment has incres
sed competition, while Air
India has added preminm
capacity on some mapordo-
mestic routes using former
Vistara aircraft and refurb-
Ished Azzoneos, they said.
Econormy fares, meanw
hile, rose as capacity failedi
keep pace with demand.
Jet fuel has added to the
pressure, as the West Asiav
drove up prices by 32.7 per
cent between February and
September. Turn to Page

Economy airfares highest
since Covid in H12026

The West Asla conflict began
on the Last day of Febmuary with
Ieraali and US amacks o lran.
Prices were almost  flar
between September 2025 and
Fehruary 2006, rising st 075
et CERL.

Alrlines slsocee less ead 1o
uesee loww Erres o srimailace trad-
fiz, executtves sald. They are
willing o lose sone price-sen-
sltive passengprswho travelled
when tokets were cheaper,
while essential travellars are
considered more willlng and
ahleto pay higher fares.

Jet fuel has added o the
pressure. Prices wene almiost
flat between September 2003
and Februsry 2026, Hsing just
ays per cent They then
jumped 32.7 pet cant batwean
Febmuary and Septemiber, after
the West Asla conflictbeganon
the last day of February with
Iarselland US amacks on Ixn.

But the economm-faresurpe
predates the conflice. Clrlum
dala sIOWs AVETAIE SCOnomy
fares moseon 19 ofthe 20 busies
domnestie routes In Febriory
2026, with just one rours
reconding a decline.

Business-class fares were
maving In the opposite disec-
don even before the conflier.
They fell on 19 of the 20 routes
In Febwuary, with only ong
exception. Ry June, fares had
daslined on 16 of the 20 mutes,
with falls as steep as 43.3 per
cent Y-o-¥. Only four routes
reconded Increases,

The Minkstry of Clvil Avl-
ation and IndiGoe did no
respond to querles. An Al
Itz apokesperson todd Bud-
ness Starrdand that the alrling
recorded an incresss n busi-
nesE-class pasdengess in fune
2026, comipared with the same

maointh & year agn.

“Business-class fares haw
also psen over this perlod &
well s through the curmen
financial yeartodate, deven
demand and higher opsratiny
coats. Passenges volumes and
boaking parerns continue i
reflect strong interess in ad
Inddis’s premium  produces
suppartad by beand-new a
significantly upgraded cabin
now available on every metn
to-merrs domestic route tha
Alr Inllls serves,” the spokes
person added.

Clrlums figures are hase:
on the actual bese sdrfare palc
by passengers (o alrlines
excluding taxes and fees, aver
aged foreach month.

IndiGo's business class entry
InliGay entered the counary’
business-class market &
Noveriber 200 with IndiGos
wretch, Initlally launched on
the Dedhi-Mumbal rooe I
offers 12 seals kn & 2-2 configar-
atlon, wider seats, a 38-inch
pitch, prority services, addi-
tonal bagrage and comphi-
mentary menls

IndiGoStretch has since
oxpatided o 10 domestic
routes, soconding 1o the alr-
liswer's July 2026 update, along-
shde  International routes.
Domestic  services: Include
Dellal-8umbal, Delbl-Pums,
Mumbai-Hyderabad and
Chennai-Mumbal. Bur an
analysis of Cirlwm dam sug-
gess IndiGosretch sl one does
notexgpdain the broaderdecling
Iin s iness-class fapes

The product opeares oo 5
of the 20 busiest domestic
moattes. On those rowtes, aver-
age busines-class fares fell
berween 29 percent and 75 per

CENY-0-Y i June 2026, On the:
other 10 routes, where IndiGo
does not offer IndiGoStretch,
fares fiall on sbe, by between 3.9
per cent and 49.3 per cent,
while rising on four.

The Delhi-Mumbal route
offers another clue. TndiGao has
operated IndiGoStrerch there
since MNovember 2004, yet the
averspe business-class fare
1052 19.8 per cent YV-o-¥ in.hune
2025 A year later, it had fallen
6.4 pet cent. The data therefore
points o a beoader correction
in bussbness-class pricing rather
than IndiGoSrerch being the
soiedriver. In fner, the sharpest
falls came on routes withour
the product.

Adfare divide scross cablns.
The whdest gap betweer the
e cabins was on Delhd-
Simagar. Economy  fares
pumgsed E5.1 per cent Y-0-Y in
Jung 206, while buslness-
class fares fell 201 per cent.
The economy rise |5 par-

thcularly siriking becanse fares
onthe rowte had fallen 202 par
cent Y-o0-Y in June 2024 and
35.7 pir cent in Jume 2025 The
Bengaluru-Chennal — route
showed g similar reversal:
Economy fares rose 349 per
cent Y-0-¥ in June 2006, while
business-class fares plunged
493 per cent. On Delhi-Led,
economy fires rose 5004 per
cendt, while business-class fares
fedl 8 per cent. Mumbai-Hyde-
rabad saw economy Eares rise
115 percent and busines fares
decline 2.9 per et

The partern continued on
the Mumbai-Chennal route,
where economy Bares rose 178
per cent while business fares
fedl 46 per cent On Delhi-
Chennal, economy fares rose
Jot per cent, while business
fares fedl 4.5 per cent.  The
divide iz clear: Economy
passengers are facing highar
fares, even as business-class
pravellers are seeing prices
morve i theopposite directhon.
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More Flights to Vietnam on the
Cards After New Aviation Deal

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Indian oavellers will have
mere flight aptions to Yistnam this hali-
Ay season 45 Indid and Vietnam have ag-
reeee] Loa o a it ines feorm both couniries
1o launeh mare Mighis, The new agree-
menil will mara Than douhle Lhe aiv capa-
citw limit toover 16,000 2cats a woek from
000 nowy, people aware of the desvclop-
ment saic.

The expansion comes as airlines on both
sitles hive wsed up, or are close to exhaos-
ting, theiresisting richts smid growing de-
Tt Mor Lrave] helwaen Lhe s coamiies.

Flwing righis are allocaled on a bilaleral
reciprocal basiz b the govertonent toairli-
nesof their countery Airlines connot opera-
temoreflights thanthew are allottecl,

Cver lazst fewr vears, Vietnam has become
# popular destination for Indian toarists,
Aovording to data anslyties firm Ciriom,

BIC BOOST
New agree-
ment willmore
thandouble the
air capacity limitto
16,000 seats per week

Indian carriers Indifzo and Air India ope-
rate 30fights o Vistnam 3 week while Viet-
nAmese carriers pperate 48 Nights,

The inerease in capaei Ly— elTect e imme-
diataly—will allew Welham Aldines amd
Vieget toaddmore flights toIndian metios
auch as Delhi. Mumbai, TTvdetabacl, Chen-
nai ancl Kollkata, people cited above said.
Sun Phobuoe Airlines iz also planning to
launch ights to Mumbea i, they said,

“Wistnam is s hotsell ing destination from

India, driven by an increase in flight con-
nectvity” MNenven Trung ITicu, India co-
unoy manager at Vietnam Airlines, told
ET. "Viemam Alrlines with its A350 air-
craft is the first full servioe carrier on the
route, which will appeal to the premiom
Lravellers."

Thiz s hesecomud increase inbilaleral seal
quoia helween Tndia and Vielnam sinoe
A, an unusually quickk succession consi-
dering New Delhi’s caurions approach. The
Iarendrea hodi poverniment as besiirelue-
tant to give more aceess to forelgn carriers
since it took charge in 3004, This stance, ac-
corrrling to thie gover iment, is aimesd at pro-
lecling Indian aitlines Mram being eclipsel
by bigoer slobal rivals with significantly
highet cxposure on international rouncs.

(v the last fow vears, Southenst Asian
nations have emeryed as top tourist destd
narions for Indians. after mulriple counri-
as in the region essed visy regulations for
Indisn visitors,
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Digi Yatra rollout for int'l flyers
planned between Oct and Dec

Neha LM Tripathi and
Neeraj Chauhan

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
working to extend Digi Yatra, the
facial recognition-based system
now used by domestic flyers, to
international departures, with
trials planned at Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Cochin
between October and December,
officials aware of the matter said.

“Delhi and Mumbai are likely to
be the first airports to get the facil-
ity,” an officer aware of the plans
said, while confirming the push by
the government to initiate the
scheme as soon as possible.

Passengers will gain only on the
departure side in the first phase.
The initial rollout is expected to
focus on less-sensitive points such
as terminal entry, security and
potentially boarding gates, while
integration with immigration is
likely to be taken up at a later
stage, as the system is tested and
its efficacy established, a second
official said.

Emigration checks will con-
tinue as they are, and passengers
on inbound flights will see no
change. The ministry of civil avia-
tion's Digi Yatra policy document
describes the immigration system
as isolated from the Digi Yatra
boarding system, with automated
border conirol at departure and

L

Officials said emigration checks will continue as they are, and

passengers on inbound flights will see no change.

arrival envisaged as a subsequent
phase. Unlike the domestic sys-
tem, which uses Aadhaar-based
enrolment, the international ver-
sion will use electronic passports,
the first official said.

A passenger holding an e-pass-
port will be able to scan its first
page and use a phone to read the
chip embedded in the document
through near-field communica-
tion (NFC), the first officer said.
The stored on the chip
will then be matched with a selfie
to create the passenger’s digital
credential, which can subse-
quently be used for identity valida-
tion at different airport touch-
points,

All e-passports conform to
international standards and carry
certain biometric details. Till July
30, 2026, a total of 17,316,144
e-passports have been issued,

MINT

according to a government reply
in Parliament in August.

In the domestic system, the app
receives Aadhaar e-KYC data,
extracts a reference face from it
and matches that against a selfie
taken with liveness detection, with
the resulting credential stored in a
wallet on the passenger’s phone,
according to the ministry’s policy
document.

Software upgradation work is
under way, after which an audit by
the ministry of electronics and
information technology (MeitY)
will be conducted, before the trials
begin, the second officer aware of
the developments said. The
upgraded application is undergo-
ing final testing, with a vulnerabil-
ity assessment and penetration
testing by CERT-In, as well as Stan-
dardisation Testing and Quality
Certification (STQC), planned as

part of the process, the officer cited
above added.

Rules for air travel, which are
introduced by the civil aviation
ministry, home affairs ministry
and bureau of civil aviation, will
have to change as well. “A few
rules need to be amended includ-
ing the mandatory requirement of
showing passports at the airport
entry,” the first officer said.

“International travel is a sensi-
tive border-crossing process and
every stakeholder needs to be sat-
isfied that the new process is
robust, safe and secure,” Digi Yatra
chief executive officer (CEQ)
Suresh Khadakbhavi said.

Discussions with authorities
have been initiated and are pro-
gressing well , with further talks
being reinitiated under the gui-
dance of the ministry, he added.
“The long-term plan is to make the
Digi Yatra ecosystem interopera-
ble with participating overseas air-
ports and immigration authorities.
Digi Yatra is also in discussions
with the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) ICAO and
an EUDI pilot trials under the
APTITUDE cohort, to explore such
cross-border  interoperability,
although these discussions are at
an early stage,” Khadakbhavi said.

The change will require pro-
curement of some technology. At
international checkpoints, e-gates
would be required and would have

to be integrated with Digi Yatra at
the backend, a process that could
take some time after the trials, a
third officer said.

The move is among a host of
steps the authorities are taking
towards digitisation of air travel.
The stamping of boarding passes
at the security check is not man-
datory. On September 1, the
Bureau of Immigration (Bol)
posted on X that passengers
would have one less document to
carry. “Your boarding pass can
now stay on your phone. E-Board-
ing Passes are accepted at all
Immigration Counters, so you no
longer need to carry a physical
boarding pass to clear immigra-
tion,” the post read. Boarding
passes continue to be issued.

“The recent decision to doaway
with physical immigration stamps
effective September 1 is an early
step towards the larger transition,”
the first officer said.

The ministry of home affairs
has for the past couple of years run
a fast track immigration-trusted
traveller programme (FTI-TTP),
which speeds up immigration for
pre-verified Indian nationals and
Overseas Citizens of India (OCT)
card holders at multiple airports.
The two systems address different
points— FTI-TTP the immigration
counter, Digi Yatra the terminal
entry and security check, at least in
the initial phase.
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Pa:'.smyenepuﬂsdlﬁt
pain, flight diverted
Lucknow: An IndiGo flight from
Bangkok to Delhi was diverted
to Lucknow late Saturday right
after a passenger complained
of chest pain and difficulty in
breathing, airport officials said.
The aircraft landed safely at
Lucknow airport at 10.52pm.
The medical team examined the
passenger and found himina
stable condition. ms
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