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2nd airport; Harohalli sites...

2nd airport: Harohalli sites face hurdles

OnCM'sadvice,3
parcelsidentifiedin
his constituency

T
\ ASRA MAVAD
n ; BENGALURL, DHNS

arnataka has idenu-
/ fied three potential
iites in Harohalli
— within Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar’s Assembly con-
stituencyof Kanakapura — for
building Bengaluru's second
greenhicld airport, well-placed
sources in the Infrastructure
and Industrial Development
department said.
The pursuit, however, may
notvield the desired resulisas

LOCATION TROUBLES 44 Mennarotken
feasibilit

Close to residential settiement acquisition
could be lengthy; cost of rehabilitation
would be higher; potential ressstance from
reskdents; If land Is shifted further, Banner-
ghatta forest might become an abstacls

isntan lsst

2nd location

A partian ol lard already acouired (o

Satetlite Town Ring Road {(STRA]

3rd location

A huge hillock coukd become a barrier far
rumway construction; demalitian wouldn't

e easy as It s hard rock

DH first reported

maore hurdles thananticipated
have emerged, they added,

Thesearch for landin Haro-
halli began in July after Shi-
vitkumar suggested looking
towards the region,

“We have found some
potential land parcels but
each comes with hurdles of

its own. The first location is
close to a residential settle-
ment. Acquiring this land will
be a lengthy process. While
land prices may be lower in
Harohalli taluka compared to
South Bengaluru, the cost of
rehabilitation insuch a dense-
Iy populated area will be high-

I thie TPrlm-r rhmn‘wcnm;mri‘)l would
ndate the patential addition of another sit A
and shouldn't cause any major delays.

his carrying out a
een informed of
already mentioned
toaccom-

he delupm:.nl onJuly 9.

er. There might also be some
resistance for this chunk of
land,” a source said.

He added that if this land is
further shifted from the set-
tlement, the Bannerghata
National Park might become
an obstacle,

»Second airport, Page 6

Second airport, From Page 1

“The proximity to the Ban-
nerghatta peak is a concern,
The airport could cause
soundand other disturbances
Lowildlife,” he said,

Al the second shortlisted
location, a portion of the land
hasalready beenacquired for
the Satellite Town Ring Road
(STRR).

At the third location, a
hillock in the corner could
bhecome a barrier for runway
construction.

A possible solution toelimi-
natetheaforementioned hur-
dles would be to zero in on
chunk of land by combining
the three shortlisted sites, a
KIADB official said.

“Ifthereisachance of shift-
ing the STRR alignment, then
wie can demarcate o piece of
land by looking at the possi-
ble combinations of the three
Iocations,” he added.

The identified land parcels
in Harohalli are almost 18
km away from the previous-
Iy identified sites in Chuda-
halli and Somanahalli near
Kanakapura Road, which are
located adjacent to each oth-
er and span 4,800 acres and
5,000 acres, respectively,

Finalising the site in Haro-

halli could further delay the
city’s second international
wrport, believe industry insid-
ers,as the Airports Authority
ol Tovchia {AAT will meed o con-
duct an on-ground feasibility
study for the land pareel,

The AAL presented a feasi-
bility report for the three pre-
viously shortlisted locations
— Chudahalli, Somanahalli,
and Gudemaranahalli near
Nelamangala — in Novem-
ber 2025,

On August 19, in response
to an unstarred question
raised by Bidar South MLA
Shailendra Beldale, Large
und Medium  Industries
Minister M B Paril said the
government had also begun
mspecting @ suitable site in
the Harohalli region,

“Meinhardi-KPMG, which
is carrving our a feasibility
study for us, has been in-
formed of the additional site.
Since we already mentioned
inthetender that the compa-
ny would need to accomma-
date the potential addition of
another site, this isn't an is-
sue and shouldn’t cause any
major delays,” the minister
wold O, adding thar the AAl
would again be reguired (o
come down to Bengaluru to
examine the new site,
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Two passengers with gold-like powder
concealed in trousers intercepted at KIA

Seized material
toundergo
examination to
confirmif itis gold

S—

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Central Industrial

Security Force (CISF)

detected around 260
grams of gold-like metal in
powdered form concealed in
the stitched trousers of two
passengers at the Kempegow
da International Airport (KIA)
on Thursday.

The 260 grams of gold-like
metal in powdered form was
packed in two transparent,
pipe-like plastic packets.

The passengers, identified
as Laxmana Devadiga and

Raghavendra Devadiga, had
arrived ar Terminal 1 from
Bangkok on IndiGo Mlight 6E-
1214 and were scheduled to
travel to Ahmedabad on flight
6E-6595.

According to CISF, the pas-
sengers were behaving suspi-
ciously in the departure area.
Information was passed on 1o
the screening team, following
which CISF personnel frisked
them. Two transparent, pipe-
like plastic packets containing
a gold-ike substance in pow-
dered form, weighing around
260 grams, were found con-
cealed at the waist level inside
their stitched trousers,

The passengers were
stopped from boarding the

orward Might and handed over
tothe airportpolice for further
investigation and legal action,
A case has been registered,

The seized materialis vet o
be confirmed as gold and will
be examined as part of the in-
vestigation.

August 14 incident
Inasimilarincident on August
1, customs officials intercept-
ed a passenger arriving from
Dubai and seized 583.3 grams
of gold and 71.7 grams of oth-
er gold articles, collectively
valued at Rs 1 crore, The gold
was concealed inside the pas-
senger’s trousers, The suspect
was arrested under the Cus-
oms Act, 1962,
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Mumbai slot squeeze speeds up
cargo transition to Navi Mumbai

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
Mumbai, August 20

ASQUEEZE OH ad-hoc slots at
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CEMIA) isaccelerating the shift
of dedicated freighter opera-
thons o Mavi Mumbai Intema
tional Awrport (NMIAL with
Mo GErED opemtos expected
to move services over the next
fewwoeks

Adanl Alrport Holdings,
which operates CSMIA, has
started denving slots to some
ad-hoc cargo operators for ser
vices from late Aupust, sources
said. The development is
expacted topush more freighter
opemiomstowands NMLA which
s seeking toestablish itselfasan
alternative cargo gateway for
theMumbai region,

The arport operator is @r

CARGO OPS GETS NEW CENTRE

B Adani has started denying slotsto | B Operatortargeting

| complete shift of
freighter ops from

| CSMIAto NMI& by

ad-hoc cargo operatorsat CSMLA

B Development u:pectudin
push more freighter
operators towards

Mavi Mumbai airport

geting a completeshift of dedi-
cated frebghter operat ons from
CEMIA to NMIA by August 26,
FE has leamt,

However, mdustry sourmes
said the deadline was amiiti ous
and some carriers would need
niare ime torelocate their oper-
ations

Several ad-hoecargo opera
tors, mduding ¥YTO Camgo Air
lines, Supama Airlnes and Chal

lenge Group, currently operte
services (o Mumbal and are
amiong those expected to om
sider shifting their freighter
operationsto NMIAL

MNMIA has already begun
buiiding its international cango
operations. Hong Kong Cargo
and ATOOM Cargo have starnted
sehedn led international
freighter services from the new
airport, which recently handled

itefirst scheduled intemational
fire i|5||1 BT SEIVICE,

The airport is looking to
build scale in carpo as CSMIA
also undertakes planned read
justments of parking bays and
taxiways, which could require
cargoo perations to be shifted at
least temporarily.

However, the mipmtion =
unlikely to extend uniformly
across Mumbai's carpo madet.
Majorintemational cargo carm-
ers that depend on the belly
capacity Ill-iln’l RSETIEET adrerafit
arevet to showastmilarwil ling -
ness to shift operations to
NMIA.

Emirates SkyCargo, Singa -
pore Airines Cargo, Cathay
Cargo and Lufthansa Cargo ape
among the carriers that wse
CSMIA's passenger network to
move cargo in the belhrholds of
thoiraicmait.
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Airport-riverfront tunnel plan gets
UDD approval after 3-year h01d~up

Route Cleared,
But Army NOC
Still Awaited

Ahmedabad: The road to the
proposed riverfront-airport
tunnel is nolonger blocked on
paper: Thetunnel, planned be-
neath the Army Cantonment
firing range, was stuck for
three years after the Army
withheld its no-objection cer-
tificate. Now, the state’s urban

24-m approach road near The
Ummed hotel, reporis Jig-
nesh Parmar.

The approval of TP Sche-
me No. 67 preserves the route

AHMEDARBAD

required for the project, but
does not by itself constitute
the Army’s NOC or final

pass through Alrport Circle
and run along the road beside
the five-star hotel. It will then
connect with the 24-metre ro-
ad being developed along the
eastern bank of the Sabarma-
ti Riverfront under Phase 2,

p-Continued on P 4

Tunnel from under firing range

pContinued from P1

greater  lmportance
with Ahmedabad set to
host the 2080 Common-
wealth Games. The city is al-
so at the centre of India's
preparations and efforts for
a possible bid to host the 2086
Olympic Games. The tunnel
is part of a wider plan to cre-
ate a seamless link between
the airport, the Sabarmati
Riverfront and the Sardar
Patel Sports Enclave near
Narendra ModiStadium.
The project had been in-
cluded in an MolU between
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration and the Army Can-
tonment. However, an NOC
was not issued, and the am-
bitious project was held up.
An AMC official, on con-
dition of anonymity, said,
“Sabarmati Riverfront De-
velopment Corporation Lid
(SRFDCL), which is imple-
menting Fhase 2, had ac-
guired around 70,000 to
80,000 sq metres of Army
Cantonment land on lease
without making a monetary
payment. In return,

'I“hepm}ecthas assumed

SRFDCL agreed to construct
residential quarters for Ar-
my personnel in Bhuj and
Dhrangadhra.™

Construction of the
quarters in Bhuj was taken
upfor Rs24.3crore, while the
Dhrangadhra projectcost Rs
15.9 crore, the official said.
The projects marked
SRFDCL's first construction
work outside the Riverfront
projectarea.

An SRFDCL official said
the tunnel was necessary be-
cause the approach road
near The Ummed hotel falls
withinthe firing-range area.
Building a tunnel beneath
the restricted zone would al-
low the road connectiontobe
created without interfering
with Army operations.

With the TP scheme now
approved at the preliminary
stage, AMC and SRFD)CLcan
proceed with design finalisa-
tion, technical studies and
applications for the remain-
ing permissions. The con-
struction schedule will de-
pend on the Army's NOC,
technical clearances, fund-
Ing and the appointment of
anexecuting agency

Link airport,
sports enclave

direct road connection

from Ahmedabad airport
to the Sardar Patel Sports En-
clave and Narendra Modl Sta-
dium, as part of the Rs 850
crore Sabarmati Riverfront
Phase-2 project, issettosignif-
Icantly cut travel time for
sports fans and commuters.
According toa senior civic of
ficial, SRFDCL isdeveloping a
5.8-km road parallel to the riv-
erpntheeasternbank. Asepa-
rate 30-metre-wide road is be-
Ing developed on the western
bank, running behind the
Motera stadium complex.

Riverfront Phase 2 will ex-
tend the riverfront stretch
from Subhash Bridge to Indi-
raBridge.
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Domestic air Demand slowdown

mm Mumnbeer of domestic ar passengers {im milbon]

traffic fell 4.8% 2 £ g o .
: 2 8 % 8 § §
to 12mninJuly

£ 42 o 2
. =
India’s aviation industry is urbulence-
bound with domestic passenger traffic
plinging to 12 million in July, a 4.8 per cent
dedine from the commesponding month a
vear carlier. After touching a peak of 1539 x
million in May, high airfares and the sea- B Feb Mar Apr Mz n
leaving aidines stroggeling to keep passen- : : :
ger numbers aloft. DEEPAK PATEL |—’1‘ear-un-|,ea- Increasedemease {in %) —

Source: DGCA
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DGCA: Test 25% of

pilots for drug use

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 19

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
wants airlines to random-
Iy test more than 25 per
cent of their flight crew,
particularly pilots, every
vear for psychoactive sub-
stances using urine sam-
ples.

The move comes after a
pilot of Air India flight Al-
2379 from Phuket to Delhi
tested positive for drugs.
The pilot has been de-ros-
tered pending completion
of an inquiry.

From August 13, Air
India began screening all
its group pilots for sub-
stances or medications
not permitted under pre-
vailing regulations.

Two out of 400 pilots test-
ed positive for drugs dur-
ing the screening. Air
India submitted the test
reports to the DGCA,
which is examining the
matter, The comprehen-
sive screening covers sub-
stances and medications
prohibited. The two Tata
Group-owned airlines
have more than 5,000
pilots,
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INDIGO WEBSITE,
APP CRASH
DISRUPTS FLYERS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 19

The IndiGo Airlines portal
experienced a technical outage
affecting its core nreservation
platform, causing intermittent

disruptions ACT0SS its
website and mobile app on
Wednesday.

It was confirmed by the air-
line, which posted on its social
handle: “We regret the incon-
venience caused and appreci-
ate your patience and under-
standing.” The airline team
later mentioned that the web-
site anid mobile app were back
to normal.

During the outage, the air
line requested that customers
needing immediate travel
assistance reach out to its
Contact Centre for support,
Those with later travel plans
were advised to try accessing
the website or app again after
some time.
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IndiGo gains market share
despite fall in July air traffic

MHITIN KL MAR
New Delhi, August 20

THE DOMESTIC AVIATION
market witnessed another
month of contraction in july,
with passenger traffic falling
4. 8% sequentially as aiclines
continued to mtionalise capac
tty. Market leader IndiGo,
though, further strengthened
its dom inance taking its mar-
Jesst l.h.'\ll‘]]l:‘}'l.ll'ﬂ:l 67% for the
first time

Ornithe otherhand, Spicejet
hita multi-yearlow across key
operational metrics during the
month with its domestic mar-
ket share plunging to just
L 6% down from 3, 9% in [an
uary 20 26,

According to data released
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
'.|'11|.||-\.|.I.11.rI domestic alrlinss
cartied 12 million passengers
i july compared to 12,6 mil
lion passengers in july 2025,
Traffic was also lowerthan the
13,46 million passengers in
June 2026

The dedine comes after the
sharp summer travel peak in
Maywithhairdines continuing to
calibrate capacity and network
deployment amid changing
dermand conditions,

Despite the contraction in
mmnthly traffic, passenger
numbers during the first

INDIGO, TATA GROUP CORNER OVER 90% MARKET

DA airtratfic data (in milhon )

July

ulky

Mariet shase of schedaled domectic airines [5)
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L |
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seven months of the year
remained marginally higher
than kast year.

Domestic airlines carmied

98.4 million passengers dur
ing [anuary-July 2028, up
0.6486 from 97.78 milllon
passengers in the cormespond-
ing peniod last year.

IndiGo emerged as the
biggest beneficiary of the
capacity realign ment, with its
domestic market share ricing (o
arecon] 67.45% in July,up from
66, 3in June The airline car
ried B.08 million passengers
during the month, accounting
formare than two-thirds of all
domestic alrteafile,

Theincrease further consol
idates lndiGo's position inthe
domestic market at a time

when overall traffic is contract-
ing. The aitline’s market share
has risen steadily through the
year, from 63.6% n January to
67.4% injube

The AirIndia Group, msan-
while, petalned a 240 share of
the domestic market in July,
broadyunchanged from 23 9%
i fune, The group curied 1.85
million passengers during the
manth, compared with 3,22
mil lian injune

logether, IndiGo and the
Arr India Group accounted for
91._4% of domes tic passenger
tmificin july, highbighting the
increasing concentration of
the Indlan aviation market
around the two major airline
ETOUpPS,

Akasa Air's market share

declined to 5,5% in July from
6 4% ki June, while Spicelet’s
share fell furtherto 1.6%from
1.9%. Alasa carmied 0.67 mil-
lion passengers during the
maonth, while Spicejet carried

0,19 millian,
Regional carriers Alliance
Air, Star Air, Flv91 and

India0ne Air continwed fo
account for a relatively small
portionof the market.

Passenper  load factors
remained healthy despite the
decline in traffic, sugpesting
that aiflines have been able to
align capacity with demand.
Alasa Air recorded the highest
load factor among the major
cardersat 91.9%, fol lowed by
Arr India Groupat 83.2% and
IndiGoat 82, 4%
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IndiGo website
crashes

LSO

A

e website of India’s largest
I domestic airline IndiGo ran
into a technical snag on
Wednesday, resulting in the airline’s
customers facing problems booking
tickets and checking in online.
IndiGo said in a post on X that its
teams were working with a
partner to fix the issue as soonas \i
possible.
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Spicelet, lessor fined 15 lakh for wasting NCLT’s time

Yash Tiwari & Dipali Banka

yash_tiwari@livemint com

MUMBAI: Debt-laden carrier Spi-
celet and aircraft lessor Aviator
ML 29641 Ltd were fined a com-
bined 15 lakh by the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
on Wednesday for informing the
tribunal about their settlement
at the last minute, after orders
had been reserved in eight insol-
vency petitions against Spicelet.

The tribunal directed SpiceJet
and Awviator ML to pay 7.5 lakh
each to the Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund.

The NCLT's special bench,
comprising judicial member

Mahendra Khandelwal and tech-
nical member Anu Jagmohan
Singh, passed the oral order on
Wednesday.

“Payment of cost of 15 lakh
payable equally by the opera-
tional creditor (Aviator ML) and
corporate debtor (SpiceJet), that
is 7.5 lakh each, to be deposited
in the Prime Minister National
Relief Fund, within a period of 7
days from today,” the bench said.

Taking cognizance of the
manner in which Spicelet
informed the tribunal about the
settlement on the day the order
was due to be pronounced, the
bench expressed its displeasure,
saying, “Itis a fraud played with

Spicelet is facing eight
insolvency petitions. HT

the bench.”

The insolvency court had ear-
lier reserved orders in eight
insolvency petitions against the
airline. The bench said one of its
members was demitting office
on Wednesday and there was not
enough time to prepare detailed

orders. It therefore de-reserved
the matters and directed that
they be placed before the regular
bench for further consideration.

“There is no option left with
us except to de-reserve
order..matter may be placed
before the regular bench which
will consider the matter,” the
bench said.

“We view the order as a posi-
tive step towards resolving the
outstanding matters and remain
committed to working closely
and constructively with our part-
ners to find mutually acceptable
solutions,” a SpiceJet spokesper-
son told Mint.

The timing of the disclosure

angered the tribunal because the
matters had already been
reserved for pronouncement.
The bench questioned why the
development had not been com-
municated earlier.

This is not the first time the
NCLT has raised concerns over
Spicelet's insolvency proceed-
ings. Mint reported in December
2024 that the tribunal had
observed that the insolvency
forum was being used to lever-
age settlements with the airline.

Since 2023, Spicelet has faced
more than 20 insolvency peti-
tions, although several cases
have ended in settlements with
creditors and aircraft lessors.
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India’s domestic air
passenger traffic
down 4.8% in July

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Domestic air pas-
senger traffic fell 4.8% to 12
million in July from 12.6 mil-
lion last year, with most major
airlines also reporting lower
passenger load factors, accord-
ing to Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) data
released on Thursday.

Despite the July decline, pas-
senger traffic during the first
seven months of 2026
remained marginally higher
than in the corresponding
period last year.

Indian airlines carried 98.4
million passengers during Jan-
vary-July, compared with 97.78
million a year earlier, an
increase of 0.64%.

IndiGo, India’s largest air-
line, carried 8.08 million pas-
sengers in July, down from 8.92
million in June. The Air India
Group, comprising Air India
and Air India Express, carried
2.88 million passengers, com-
pared with 3.22 million in June.

Akasa Air carried 665,000
passengers in July, down from
861,000 in June, while Spicelet
carried 187,000, compared with
263,000 in the previous month.

Despite the fall in passenger
numbers, IndiGo’'s market
share rose to 67.4% in July
from 66.3% in June, while the
Air India Group's share edged
up to 24% from 23.9%.

Akasa Air's market share fell
to 5.5% from 6.4%, while Spice-
Jet's declined to L.6% from L9%.

The passenger load factor —
the proportion of available

DESPITE THE JULY
DECLINE, PASSENGER
TRAFFIC DURING
THE FIRST SEVEN
MONTHS OF 2026
REMAINED
SLIGHTLY HIGHER
THAN INTHE
CORRESPONDING
PERIOD LAST YEAR

seats occupied — declined for
IndiGo, the Air India Group
and Akasa Air during the
month. Spicelet was the excep-
tion, with its load factor rising
to 74.7% in July from 73.2% in
June.

The overall cancellation rate
of scheduled domestic airlines
was 0.62% in July. Technical
issues accounted for 39.9% of
cancellations, followed by
operational reasons at 27.4%
and weather-related disrup-
tions at 22.7%, according to the
DGCA.

IndiGo recorded the highest
on-time performance (OTP)
among scheduled domestic air-
lines at 10 major airports, at
91.2%, followed by Akasa Air at
90.8% and the Air India Group
at 88.5%.

Alliance Air recorded an
OTP of 76%, while SpiceJet had
the lowest at 34.6%.

The airports covered in the
OTP assessment were Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Ahmeda-
bad, Cochin, Guwahati and
Lucknow.
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IndiGo’s transition plan

has one risk too many

n April 2024, IndiGo generated a lot of buzz

when it placed an order for 30 A350-900 —

a twin-engine, long-range aircraft —

begin transitioning from ano-frills carrier
to a network carrier. In October 2025, the
airline added another 30 aircraft to its order.
Deliveries, as per the latest update, are likely
to begin in mid-2028.

When the airline first announced plans to
become a network carrier, the market reacted
with caution. As the deadline for the induction
af the long range aircraft draws nearer, experts
and industry insiders remain sceptical about
the plan. This piece will elaborate a
few reasons behind the scepticism,
some internal to IndiGo and some
external and/or structural factors.

Let’s start with the internal
constraints. First, IndiGo, with its 430
aircraft in operation, over 500
ordered, and 68,000 employees, is
already a large operation that is
required to deliver consistently, every
day of the year. Airline experts believe
keeping it going in present form is challenging
enough, without adding new verticals — IndiGo
still has plenty of opportunity in its present
niche and should not give in to “unrealistic
ambitions”, they maintain.

Second, the airline faced a crisis of delays and
cancellations in December 2025 — that became
anational embarrassment —due to personnel
management issues; as a result, the airline had
to rebuild its core team. CEQ Willie Walsh has
only recently assumed charge, as have anew HR
chief, chief financial officer, and chief of strategy,
amaongothers. A big new challenge at this stage
might be biting off more than it can chew.

Moreover, airlines get built with a certain
DNA and changing that mid-course doesn't
always work out. Jet ﬁmmy.s was structured
and operated asa full-service airline from its
inception in 1993, As the emvironment around it
changed, Jet tried to adapt, reinvent. and reboot
in every manner possible, but to no avail. In the
end, it had to shut shop. As one observer said at
the time, selling Oberol rooms at OY0 rates sim-
ply wasn't viable in the long run.

But the bigger hurdles for Indigo’s plans are
likely structural or external. Even if it were to
surmount internal challenges and smoothly
transition from a no-frills airline to a full-service
one, there are at least three or four factors out-
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side its control.

One is the existing competition. In one direc-
tion, there's Lufthansa, British Airways, Air
France, Emirates, Etihad and Qatar Airways to
joust with and, in the other, there's Singapore
Airlines, JAL, Korean Air and a clutch of other
Thai and Malaysian carriers. Several have been
in the business for the last 50-70 years. None of
them are going to concede any traffic. If the
competition can make life difficult, it will

Even if fear of competition will not deter a
resolute new entrant, experts point out that
Indian airports are not geared to facilitate
the kind of hub-and-spoke operations
that network carriers are structured
around. Many of the metro airports,
for instance, require fliers to arrive
at one terminal and then make
their way— often by road, via connec-
tions outside the airport premises —
to another terminal to board an
international flight, which in all
likelihood will not take you to your
final destination ifit is Buenos Airesor
Botswana, for instance.

Compare this with what Emirates — which
picks up fliers from nine different Indian cities
headed to diverse destinations — offers. Pick-up
from the nine cities, arrival at Dubai and, within
a1.5-2hour window that ane can spend shop-
ping and eating in the transit zones,
for one's end-destination.

Muoving into long haul also makes the airline
lose some of its current cost advantage since the
costsof operating an A350 doesn't vary dramat-
ically between operators — while the unique
geopraphy and spread of metropolises and Tier
2 and 3 cities in India allows IndiGo to use its
AZ320s ageressively through the day. Thislets it
beat the competition by better utilising an
expensive asset while reducing ground han-

and others costs since the same staff han-
dle multiple flights in a day.

While the industry gives the planned foray
the benefit of doubt — well earned, with
admiration for its current operations (glitches
notwithstanding) — wishes IndiGo luck, the
risks continue to weigh on the minds of the
aviation-sector watchers.

Anfuli Bharpava writes on governance,
{rfrastructiore, and the social sector.
The views expressed are personal
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Domestic air passenger traffic
slips 4.80% to 1.20 cr in July

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, August 20

Domestic air passenger traf-
fic slipped 4.80 per cent
to 1.20 crore in july from
1.26 crore recorded in the
year-ago month, with all
major Indian airlines see-
ing a drop in the load factor,
data released on Thursday
by DGCA showed.

Passengers carried by
domestic airlines dur-
ing January-July 2026
increased to 984.03 lakh
against 977.79 lakh a year
ago, thereby registering
an annual growth of 0.64
per cent, according to the
DGCA.

IndiGo carried 80.82

lakh passengers during
the previous month against
89,20 lakh in June; Air India
group flew 28.75 lakh pas-
sengers during the report-
ing period compared to
32.22 lakh in June 2026,
DGCA data showed.

The total number of
passengers transported by
Akasa Adr stood at 6.65 lakh
in July against 8.61 lakh in
June. Passenger volumes at
Spicejet were seen at 1.87
lakh in the previous month
against 263 lakh passen-
gers in June, it said.

IndiGzo raised its mar-
ket share in the previous
month to 67.4 per cent from
66.3 per cent, and Air India
group market share also

rose marginally to 24 per
cent from 23.9 per cent in
June. Akasa and Spicelet
saw their market share fall-
ing to 5.5 per cent (from 6.4
per cent} and 1.6 per cent
(from 1.9 per cent) in June,
according to data.

In on-time performance,
IndiGo had the highest per-
centage of its flights (91.2
per cent) departing and
arriving on time, followed
by Alcasa Air (90.8 per cent)
to and from 10 domestic air-
ports — Bengaluru, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Cochin, Guwahati and Luc-
know — during the previous
month, according to the
aviation safety regulator.
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Pilot aborts take-off after technical snag

S LALITHA & New Delhi

MORE than 150 passengers on
an IndiGo flight from Delhi to
Mangaluru had a scare on
Thursday after the pilot abort-
ed take-off following a techni-
cal snag while the aircraft was
taxiing towards the runway.
According to FlightAware
website, flight 6E 6456, operated
by an A321 aircraft, was sched-
uled to depart at 5.30 pm. The
passengers were finally sent by
the airline in an alternative air-
craft at .16 pm, nearly three
hours after the zcheduled de-
parture. They were made to
alight from their aircraft, taken

to the terminal and sent to
Mangaluru by another plane.
According to IndiGo, a techni-
cal snag was detected during
taxiing. Following standard op-
erating procedures and in the
interest of safetv, the pilots re-

turned the aireraft to the bay
and informed the relevant au-
thorities. The airline said the
affected aireraft would undergo
necessary checks and mainte-
nance before resuming opera-
tions. It also arranged an alter-
native aircraft for the passengers
to complete their journey

A passenger told an
agency that the flight was ini-
tially delaved by around 20
minutes. The aircraft began
taxiing after 5.50 pm but
stopped after around 810 min-
utesz. The pilot then informed
passengers that the aircraft
was returning to the bay due to
a technieal is=ue.
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Air India SATS signs MOU with CONCOR Air
Limited (wholly owned subsidiary of CONCOR) to
speed up cargo movement from ICD Dadri to NIA

Air India SATS Airport Services
Private Limited (AISATS) has
entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
CONCOR Air Limited (CAL) to
facilitate the seamless movement
and handling of customs-cleared
transhipment (TP) cargo from
CONCORS Inland Container Depot (ICD) at Dadri to AISATS'
Integrated Cargo Terminal (ICT) at Noida International Airport
{NIA), for onward international dispatch. The collaboration
strengthens AISATS' air cargo terminal operations at NIA by
deepening its connectivity with inland freight networks, bringing
together CONCOR's inland logistics and customs-cleared cargo
handling capabilities tocreate amore efficient, integrated pathway
for cargo moving from inland facilities to international
air freight.
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War brings Al Grp’s
int’l carriage down
35%, IndiGo’s 15:4%
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New Delhi: The USIran
war's impact on interna-
tional air travel globally has,
from an Indian perspective,
hit homegrown carriers

harder than foreipn ones.
While people flying in
and out of India fell 10.5% to
1.7 crore during April-June,
the traditional peak summer
quarter, Indian carriers saw
a sharp 26% decline in their
while

UAE sewerely limiting for-
eign airlines' Nights fora pro-
longed period mﬂlalquamer
and saw its to and
from Indiaincrease 7% tol4.8
lakh from 1.8 1akh in the cor-
responding period Last year
MNeighbouring Abu Dhabi-
based Etihad®s India car-
riage declined only by 150
passengers from last April
June's figure of §51akh.

The conflict was yet an-
other blow to Indian carri-
ers that have been reeling
under the impact of Palkis-
tan airspace closure sinee
last April which has impact-
ed flights between north In-
dia, with Delhi the biggest
hub for Air India and Indi-
Go, and the West.

Domestic flyers
fell 4.8% in a year

ast month saw domestic

fiyers decline 4 8% to 1.2
crore from 1.3 crore in uly
2025. IndiGin's domestic
market sharetouched an
all-time high of 67.4% in July
2026, with Air India group at
24%, Akasa at 5.5% and other
smaller players accounting
for the remaining 3.1%. .

Air India Group (Al and
Al Express) saw it interna-
tional carrisge drop 5% due
o reduction in overseas fli-
ghitssince theaircrash in Ah-
medahad inJune (ES5. IndiGo
saw  international carriape
drop 15.4% to £1.4 lakh from
J9.5]akh in April-June 2.

On the other hand, with
no Pakistan hurdleand spare
capacity as their West Asia
operations have been cur-
tailed hythe WHT, BT West-
ern carriers, led by Lufthan-
53, SWISS and British Air-
ways, have increased their
India flights. Lufthansa flew
1.7 lakh passengers in and
out of India this April-June,
a5 opposed to 3.5 lakh & year
apn. British Airways, which
added fights after Lufthan-
58, managed to mwida bigde-
cline in Indiz carriage by fiy-
ingover#lakh people as op-
posed to about 31 lakh in
April-Fune 2k,
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