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FLAGS UNCHECKED FLEET EXPANSION, FATIGUED WORKFORCE, SAFETY GAPS

House panel sounds alarm on air safety:
‘Conditions ripe for catastrophic failure’

Report, which comes in aftermath of Al 171 crash, calls for urgent reforms

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
MEW DELHI, AUGLST 20

INTHE backdrop of the AirIndia
Express Al 171 crash in
Ahmedabad this year, a
Parliamentary panel has
sounded an unusually sharp
warning on the state of India's
aviationsafety architecture, flag-
ging multiple systemic lapses
and calling for urgent reforms.

The Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and Culture,
chaired by JD{U)Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Kumar [ha, presented its
report in both Houses of
Parliament onWednesday. While
the report does not mention the
Al171 crash, committee mem-
bersdiscussedit extensively dur-
ingdeliberations and summoned
officials of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau(AAIB) to de-
pose on investigative delays and
coordination lapses.

The report warned that per-
sistent deficiencies and capacity
gaps create “conditions ripe for
acatastrophic failure”. Italso said
that unchedked fleet expansion,
fatigued workforces, unresolved
safety gaps, and outdated infra-
structure could converge into
“conditions for futuredisasters.”

DGCA autonomy
Atthe heart of the reportis a
scathing critique of the

Directorate General of Civil
Awviation (DGCA), India’s princi-
pal aviation regulator.

The committee warms that
the DGCA is "grossly under-
staffed to meetinternational ob-
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Panel members extensively discussed the Al 171 crash during meetings. Sankhadee p Baneriee,File

ligations" and risks failing inter-
national audits unless vacancies
are filled on priority.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

B Full administrative and finan-
cial autonomy for DGCA

B Decouple recruitment from
UPSC so that the regulator can
offercompetitive salariesand at-
tract technical experts

ATC ‘overstretched’

The panel devotes significant
attention to Air Traffic Control
Officers, warning that fatigue
amongcontrollers posesadirect
and ongoing threat to airspace
safety. Evidence before the panel
revealed that ATCOs at airports
like Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
and Hyderabad routinely work
prolonged, fatiguing shifts.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

B End to exemptions from
miandatory duty-time limitations
M Creation of ascientific Fatigue

Thu ,

Risk Management System

Safety deficiencies

The report highlights a seri-
ous enforcement gap in DGCA's
safety oversight, revealing that
3,747 safety deficiencies remain
unresolved asof April 2025 —in-
cluding 37 Level I deficiencies
that pose immediate safety risks.
The committee criticises DGCA's
approach as “procedural formal-
ity withoutefiectivedeterrence.”
RECOMMENDATIONS:

B Time-bound closure mecha-
nismfor findings.

B Escalating enforcement meas-
ures, including financial penal-
ties and cancellation of licences
for persistent non-compliance,

Operational risks

The report flags a troubling
rise in runway incursions, which
occurred at a rate of 14.12 per
million movements in 2024 —

21 August 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77993508

above the safety target of 9.78.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

B Mandatory root-cause analy-
ses for every runway incursion
B Focused remedial pro-
grammes for high-risk airports
W Faster installation of fog navi-
gation systems and instrument
landing systems at airports

MRO dependence

The panel expressed alarm
over India’s 85% dependence on
foreign Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul facilities. It called this
a “strategic vulnerability”,
RECOMMENDATIONS:
BRationalising GST and customs
duties on spare parts.

B incentwvising MRO hubs,
B Creating a national aviation
skill mission to develop spe-
cialised manpower and reduce
dependence on foreignfaalities.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Delhi HC seeks
response from
govt, AAl on
staff shortage

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 20

IN THE aftermathof the Air India
crashin Ahmedabadin June, the
DelhiHigh Court on Wednesday
sought the Ministry of Civil
Awviation's responseina PlLhigh-
lighting several vacancies as
highlighted in a Parlamentary
Standing Committee report.

APIL earlier filed by advocate
Udai Vikram Singh Rathore, is
seeking the court’s directions to
the MCAto makepublicall orders,
decisions, penalties issued by
them from January 2019 till date
with respect to aviation incident
reports in compliance with inter-
national civil aviation standards.
The HC had issued notice to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation and Airport Accidents
Investigation Bureau in March in
relation to the FIL. Rathore, ina
fresh plea, has highlighted vacan-
desand underutilisation of funds.

Relying on a report by the
Standing Committee on Grants
for the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
submitted nearly three months
before the crash in March,
Rathore told the division bench
of Chief Justice DK Upadhyaya
and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela
that there are 879 vacant posi-
tions in DGCA, 208 in Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
and 3 265 vacancies in AAL
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Airports in Telangana,
AP grounded in losses

71,861Cr Losses
Registered In
Last 10 Years

Sunny.BaskiEtimesofindia.com

Hyderabad: As many as se-
venairports in the Telugu sta-
tes, operated by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), are
incurring losses of over 150
crore annually.

According to the data pro-
vided by the ministry of civil
aviation in Rajya Sabha, se-
ven airports in Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana, inclu-
ding Begumpet, Rajahmund-
ry, Vijayvawada, and Tirupati,
recorded a cumulative loss of
71,861 crore over the last 10 yve-
ars. Surprisingly, Warangal
airport, which is non-opera-
tional, incurred a loss of ¥H
crore since 2015-16.

In fact, Begumpet airport
alone has reported losses of
Rs 564.97 crore, making it the
third-highest loss-making
airport in India after Safdar-
gunj in Delhi (#673.91 crore)
and Agartala (T605.23 crore)
between 201516 and 2024-25.
Overall, 81 airports operated
by AAIl registered over Rs
10,000 crore in losses during
this period.

The financial deficit at Be-
gumpet escalated over the
past decade, with AAl repor-
ting operational losses of Rs

84.16 crore between 201213
and 201415 following the su-
spension of commercial ope-
rations. Since Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport (RGIA)
in Shamshabad became ope-
rational in 2008, Begumpet ce-
ased commercial operations
andhasbeencateringtogene-
ral and military aviation.
Experts said that many of
these airports are either un-
derutilised or entirely non-
operational, primarily hand-
ling VIP movements. The pro-
blem isaggravated by high in-
frastructure  maintenance

available for the development of the airport. “AAl has

of land made available by the state govt. The master

govt,” AAl told TO1 in an RTI reply.

T YET TO HANDOVER ADDL LAND
TO AAT FOR WARANGAL AIRPORT

hile the Telangana govt is planning to develop an AIRPORT-WISE LOSSES IN
airport at Mamnoor in Warangal, AAI has revealed “
that the state is yet to hand over 253 acres of additional ﬁlp & T (SINCE 2015-16)
land for expansion. Currently, only 700 acres of land are Airport Losses
Begumpet 7564.91 cr
requested 253 acres of additional land for the develop- Vijayawada 7483.69 cr
ment and expansion of Warangal airport from the govt of | Tipypat; 236371 cr
Telangana. The land is yet to be handed over to AAL All e
the development will depend on the quantum and shape | Rajahmundry Bndeer
Cuddapah 210339 cr
plan of Warangal airport has been submitted to the state | warangal .76 cr
Danakonda

costs, minimal passenger
traffic, and poor non-asro-
nautical revenue sources.
“Runway upkeepalone re-
quires massive expenditure
ensuring surfaces remain
free from flooding, waterlog-
ging, tyre marks, and over-
grown grass. Additionally, fi-
re safety systems, manpower
salaries, and building main-
tenance further increase ope-
rational expenses. When pas-
senger volumesremain negli-
gible or commercial opera-
tions are closed, such
airports inevitably run into

losses,

" Capt CS Randhawa,
president, Federation of Indi-
an Pilots, told TOI.

Regional connectivity
stressed

Industry experts suggest
that to curb these deficits, the
govt should must strengthen
regional air connectivity Re-
viving idle airports and lin-
king them with tier-IT and ti-
er-111 cities under the UDAN
scheme could help improve
traffic, generate revenue, and
reduce the financial burden
on AAL they said.
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M Flight Ops at Mum Airport
Impacted by Heavy Rains

MUMBAL Flight operations at
X Mumibsai’s Chhatrapat Shivaiji

Maharaj International Airport
[CSMIA) have been saverely hit by heavy
rainfall and strong winds over the past three
days, forcing dozens of aircrafi toeither circle
before landing or divert to other airports
Between August 18 and August 20.a tatal of
42 Mights were forced Inlo go-arounds and 12
were diverted, according to data avallable
with Flightradar. On August 1B alone, 10
go-arounds and one diversion were recarded.
The following day saw the worst impact, with
24 go-arounds and 11 diversions between
midnight and 7 pm. On August 20, eight flights
were forced into go-aroundsuntil 7 pm
according tosmates.
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14 cr hydroponic drug
seized at Surat airport

FPJ NEWS SERVICE
SURAT
In 8 major crackdown on
International narcotics smug-
gling, Surat Customs officials
seized W kilograms of hydro-
ponic marijuana worth 14
crore from a passenger arriv-
ing from Bangkok. The dra-
matic sefzure at Surat airport
has exposed the growing use
of Gujarats airports as gate-
ways for high-value narcotics
from Southeast Asia
According to officials, the
drugs were concealed in the
passengers checked baggage
and detected during a tar-
geted  interception. The
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has now
lmmched a full-scale Investi-
gatlon into what they suspect
is 2 well-organized smuggling

racket. A senior DRI officer
told reporters, “This is not an
isolated incident. The passen-
ger had travelled multiple
times on the same route. We
are probing whether his ear-
lier ips were also linked to
narcotics trafficking”
Investigatars are examining
the passengers immigration
records, financial transac-
tions, and communication
data to identify his handlers
abroad. Officials are also seru-
tinlzing CCTV footage from
Surat airport to determing
whether local collaborators
were  walting  ouside to
receive the consignment. “We
are working on both ends - to
establish the Banglok connec-
tion and to identify the two
persons in Surat who were
supposed to collect the nar-
cotics” the DRI officer added.
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HYDERABAD

Flight makes
emergency
landing at
RGIA

An aircraft narrowly
avoided a mishap an
Tuesday after the pilot
detected a technical
malfunction shortly after
takeoff from Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) in
Shamshabad. The
Alliance Alrlines flight,
bound for Tirupati with
67 passengers on board,
had just departed when
the pilot noticed the
issue. He immediately
alerted Air Traffic
Caontrol, which promptly
granted clearance for an
emergency return. The
aircraft safely landed
back at RGIA, bringing
relief to passengers,
crew, and airport staff.
However, passengers
faced a long wait while a
replacement aircraft was
arranged.
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Chennai Customs busts gold smuggling

syndicate, arrests 5 persons at airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

Chennai Customs cracked
a transit gold syndicate
that involved passengers,
airline ground staff, receiv-
ers and seized 2.57 kg of
gold worth 2.5 crore at
Chennai airport.

After the Chennai Air In-
telligence Unit (AIU) gave
information, surveillance
was increased in the transit
area of the airport on Au-
gust 17 and 18. The surveil-
lance team suspected two

Sri Lankan passengers,
who took a rather unusual
travel route and arrived at
the airport at 2 a.m. on Au-
gust 18,

The team intercepted a
contract staff of ground
handling when he tried to
exit the arrival hall of the
international terminal.
When they examined him,
they found him to be carry-
ing three black-taped, un-
usually heavy cylindrical
balls.

The staff admitted that
they were balls of gold

paste which a Sri Lankan
passenger transferred to
him inside the washroom
of the transit area.
Customs officials then
interrogated three Sri Lan-
kan transit passengers and
two of them admitted that
they had hidden gold paste
in the rectum. “A detailed
search, including body
scans, conducted under
Section 103 of the Customs
Act, 1962, resulted in the
recovery of three more cy-
lindrical balls of gold from
one of the passengers.

Thus, a total of six cylindri-
cal balls of gold paste
weighing 2,576 grams of
24K purity, valued at 2.5
crores, were recovered
from the gang,” a press re-
lease said.

The surveillance team
deployed the airline staff as
bait and apprehended two
Indian nationals as well — a
handler and a receiver out-
side the airport. Totally,
five persons were arrested,
and the team seized gold
under the provisions of the
Customs Act, 1962,
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‘DGCA staffing crisis
an existential threat’

—
Press Trust of India
Hew Delhi

A Parliamentary panel on
Wednesday suggested @
time-bound plan to grant ad-
ministrative as well as finan-
cial autonomy to the Direct-
orate  General of Civil
Mﬂnﬂ {DGCA) and
ﬂam: that the staffin
crisis at the regulator is a.g
“existential threat to the in-
ity of India's aviation
ety s'.-ﬁbna"

Bcﬂd:s, the committee
said the corrent imbalance,
where gircraft induction is
outpacing airport growth, is

tting unsustainable 5-
E;l:tnn#nisﬁngﬂd!iticﬁp:-cdr-
ﬁ;ﬂdmg service quality and

ngcruush straining safety
margins, as it pitched for de=-
veloping 8 comprehensive
national capacity alignment
plan to synchronise airport
infrastructure development
with airdine fleet induction
schedules.

REPORT SUEMITTED

The  Department-Related
Parliamentary Standing
Commitiee on  Transport,
Tourism and Culture sub-
mitted its on the
‘Overall Review of Safety in
the Civil Aviation Sector’ on

Wednesday,

One of the recommenda-
tons is to establish & tme-
bound mechanism for the
closure of all safety deficien-
cics, with priority for serious
level-1 matters and imple-
menting  stronger  enfonce-
ment actions.

GCROWING BACKLOG
“This is a response to the sig-
nificant and growing backlog
of unresolved safety find-
i.gs. which indicates & crit-
ical weakness in the post-
surveillance  rectification
process that undermines the
:nﬁ:cm'r:rsightpr:grm:.
Concerns also exist about
andit quality doe to a lack of
qun.!lﬁ.cd D{CA staff and air-
lines prioritising profiteer-
ing over immediate mainten-
ance,” the report said.

Calling for a time-bound
plan to grant the DGCA full
administrative and financial
sutonomy, the committee
said it is necessary to address
critical technical staff short-
mires caused by “an ineffect-
ive recruitment model”, a
problem highlighted by past
committees but never re-
sabved.

Mearly 50 per cent of the
1,063 sanctioned posts at
DGCA are vacant. Of the
total, only 553 are filled.
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IndiGo to buy more aircraft,
invest around X1,000 crin MRO

SPREADING WINGS. With one aircraft delivery a week till 2035, airline well positioned to tap demand: CEO Elbers

]
Aneesh Phadnis
Murnibal

IndiGo will invest in air-
craft and metwork expan-
sion, increasing the share of
owned or finance-leased
planes to 30-40 per cent of
the total by 2030. This
was disclosed by the airline’s
leadership at its annual gen-
eral meeting on Wednesday.

Now, IndiGo has 416 air-
craft, and 69 of them (16.5
per cent) are owned or fin-
ance-leased. The share of
owned/finance-leased  air-
craft has doubled in a year
(from & per cent in June
2024%; it is set to grow
further.

“We are increasing our
fleet. We have an order back-
log of 920 aircraft. We estim-
ate that around 30-40 per
cent of our 600-aircraft fleet
by 2030 will be owned or fin-
ance-leased,” said Gaurav
Negi, IndiGa's Chief Finan-

cial Officer. This would help
in efficient use of capital,
minimising supply chain
risks and long-term cost sav-
ings. In a finance lease, own-
ership of an aircraft is trans-
ferred to another airline (on
repayment of debt) whereas
a dry leased plane returns to
alessor on expiry of term.

FY25 NET PROFIT

MNegi was responding to
shareholder queries on cap-
ital allocation and payout of
higher dividend. IndiGo
made a net profit of 7,258
crore in FY25 and ended the
fiscal with free cash of
33,150 crore. While the
company announced a di-
vidend of 10 per share in
May, equity holders sought
higher payout.

Negi said the airline's
strategy is to invest as much
as possible in growth pro-
jects to sustain long-term
value. He added the airline is
making investments towards

GROWTH PIVOT. Earller this month, Inleu- I:-Egan
construction of an MRO in Bengaluru m

strengthening  capabilities
and enhancing customer ex-
perience. It is also building
complementary businesses
such as maintenance repair
overhaul units, cargo, loyalty
programmes and so on.
Earlier this month, IndiGo
began construction of an
MRO in Bengaluru. While
the exact sum has not been

finalised, Chief Executive
Officer Pieter Elbers said the
airline expects to invest
around 1,000 crore over the
next two vears in building
the maintenance facility. The
initial focus will be mainten-
ance of IndiGo's fleet. El-
bers, however, did not rule
out the possibility of carry-
ing out maintenance work

for other airlines in future.
With one aircraft delivery
each week dll 2035, [ndLGn
is exceptionally v.ell
tioned to tap the trave de—
mand in India, Elbers said.
The market share of Indian
carriers on international
routes is low and IndiGo sees
an opportunity o grow it
with expansion in Europe
and other markets, he added.

OMNLINE BOOKINGS
Around one-third of airline’s
bookings are made via its
website and online travel
platforms.

Elbers further said the air-
line is working to improve di-
gital experience for its cus-
tomers and this would allow
it to grow ancillary sales. The
airline has also seen pos-
itive response to its business
class produc; IndiGo
Stretch and its lovalty pro-
gramme attracted over four
million members in lessthan
ayear, he added.
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IndiGo targets 40%
fleet on finance
lease by 2030

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dalhi, 20 August

IndiGo expects 30-40 per cent of its fleet to be
on finance lease by 2030, reflecting a shift
away from Its long-standing reliance on sale-
and-leaseback deals, Chief Financial Officer
Gaurav Negl told shareholders at the airline's
annual general meeting on Wednesday.

As of.June 30, IndiGo had 416 planes n its
fleet. Of these, 69 are under finance leases,
336 under operating leases and nunder dam-
p leases. This works out to about 17 per cent
of the fleet currently being on finance lease.

Maost of IndiGo’s fleet today is on operat-
ing leases, where an alrcraft is rented from a
lessor fora fixed term and returmed af the end
of the lease. One common form of operating
lease is the sale-and-leaseback, where the air-
line sells an aircraft to a lessor and leases itha-
ck, generating cash but giving up ownership.

On the other hand, a finance lease gives
IndiGo ownership-like conirol for most of an
aircraft's nuseful life, with payments struc-
tured like loan instalments and the aircraft
recorded as an asset. Moving toward finance
leases gives IndiGo greater fleet control, pre-
dictable long-term costs, and potential gains
from residual aircraft value.

“We are increasing our fleet. We have got
an order backlog for 920 planes. Someone
asked us what would be the ownership {per-
centage) by 20307 We estimate that 30-40 per
cent of the fleet, which would be about 600
planes, will be our own fleet in terms of fi-
nance lease, by 20307 Negi stated.
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Pvtjet hangars in big demand

® Demand outstrips
space availability at
Navi Mumbai by 3x

SWARAl BAGGOMK AR
Mumbai, August 20

PRIVATE JET HAMGARS are in
higﬂrn‘mnrl.'l': momcorpombes
acguire aireraft for their per-
somal use, A.ppllratmn'\s for
parking slot licences at the
upcoming Mavt Mo mbal lnter-
national Airport (NMLA) are
thures tirnies the mailable space.
"We have some forecasts
from the DGCA about the
number of applications for a
licence, The number of
requestsplaced (forspaoe) is 3x
of what E available” Arun
Bansal, CED, Adani Amrports
Holdings (AAHL), sabd.
AAH L had in Apriland May
asked airlines and operators of
private peis to vacate ther parck-
ingbaysat the Chhatmpat Shiv
aji Maharaj International Al
port (CSMI1A) in Mumbai to
[acilitate the construction ofa
new taxivay “We wanted to
startdismantling (the hangams
at CSMIA) fromAugust 1| butwe
have delayed It to post mon-

PARKING WOES |

| The Mumial airport has 26
parking lots for aircraft
under general aviation

categoy

ETheMavi = Hangars at

Mumbai the Mumbai

airportwill | arportwil

start with 23 | bbe removed

hangars and = %o construct

everfually | anew

have B7 taxnway overthe move

soon,” Bansal said. C5MlAhas  had misedconcemsabout these.

about 24 padang lots foraieoaft. They daimed that deopping off

undergenemlaviation category,  passengers at CSMLA before

while MMIAwTl stam with 23 parkingtheairoraft ag MU

hangarsand cventually have 89, pickingthem up laterwill result
The Navl Mumbalalrport s in added costof fuel bum and

expected to become opem operatirnal complexity,

tional towards the endof 2025, Bansal told FE that all the

possi biymid-Newenier, There
after,CSMLA willl also be shutfor
repairs and refurhishment
After AAHL issued notices
r‘ll: '||'-1I.'.'|I.III.tFI I‘J'IE I'I.J.I'IFﬂ.r.\ at
CSMIA, the Business Alreraft
Openton Association, whose
membems inchid e Aditya Birka
Group, |5W Steel, Bajaj Auto,
Reliance Industries, Larsen &
Toubroiviation and Raymond,

hangars at CSMIA will be
demalished and that allprivate
plames would need tobe parked
in MMIA. Bansal said onfy pas

5EI1FE IJCIdC'l.I:P.I. and I:I r|:||'.|- I.1[[l
will be allowed and that
overnight parking of such pei-
vate jets and charters will be
profubited once NALLADecomes
fully operational, Though
CoMlnand NMLAare separated

by 40 lomy, both the airportswill
be considered asone for ease of
operations and synchmonisa
tion KMIAwill hawe one ofthe
largest general aviation (GA)
[eilities in the country witha
dedicated GA terminal to ser
vice V1P passangers,

AAHL has decided to delay
the dismantling of the T1
(domestic] termimal at CSMIA
o coincide with the naupura
ton of the next Flh.ur of the
Marvl Mumbal afrport to avoid
overarowding at T2 of CSMIA
The Dimectorate General of Cihvl
fytation (D GCA) ks expected io
grant NMIA the asmdrome
lieence by the end of August.
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Akasa Air
completes
investment

transactions
PTI

NEW DELHI
-

Alcasa Air on Tuesday said it
has raised funds from inwves-
tors, incliding Premji Invest
and Claypond Capital, and
the investments will be uti-
lised mainly for expanding
operations.

The three-vear-old airline
did not disclose details about
the gquantum of funds
mopped up as part of the
strategic investment transac-
tions announced in February
this year.

In a statement, the carrer
said the closure of the fund-
ing round follows receipt
of all requisite regulatory
approvals
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‘Staff shortages at DGCA and air
traffic control threaten safety’

New Delhi: A pardiame Nl Lo o v i, i

repsort, hbhmlu]lh.ﬂ-hfﬁm:ﬂ Ll‘[qn. :lb:-l:lh- 1|.r.m
General of Civil Asdation (DGCA) and lack of airtrallic con-
trodlers puose o Usreat B safery b ons of the Gstest grow g
aviation |na.rh.e‘.'|=xTIl'[)[i&'hj:.p’dtqlljng‘uﬂllu pealivam]
anl persistenl shortage of leclsiiel and nagulaton penon-
el " withubmoss bl of il:spn.nululd'ilhﬂ.l.il sl REUTERS
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Guwahati-Kolkata flight
retums amidsnag

An Alliance Al Fight., carrying 49
passengers from Guwahatl to
Kolkata encountered a technical
issue mid-alr on Wednesday
forcing the pilot to mtum to the
Guwahati alrport
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Parliamentary panel bats for DGCA
autonomy, lists out safety concerns

PARVEZ SULTAN i berw Dl

NOTING that the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation, at
present, is not In a position to
discharge the duties i which
it was established, the standing
committee on transport, towr-
ism and culture has recom
mended “full administrative
and financial antonomy ™ for
the civil aviation regulator

In its report “Overall Review
of Safety In the Civil Aviation
Sector” presented in the Upper
Houseon Wednesday, the panel
highlighted criucial issnes such
as Alr Traffie Controller (ATC)
fatigue, safety deficiencies, op-
erational overload. lacking in
Frastimicture and stafl deficits,

Autonomy is imperative to
acddress eritical technieal staff
shoriages catsed by an ineffoc-
tive recruitment model, a probr
lem highlighted by past expert
comimit tees bul never resolved,
the committes, hended by JINTT
MP Sanjay Kumar Jha, noted.

Strenghthen enforcement

Emphasising strengthening
surveillance and enforcement
machanisms, the panel advocated
for establishment of & time bound
mechanim for the ¢losureof all
safety deficiencies, and
implementing stronger
enforcement af tions including
penalties for non-complianca.

As per the data presented to
the Committee, ont of a total
sanctioned strength of 1,063
posts, only 553 are filled, “The
alernative channel recruiting
persomnél on deputation has
proven equally ineffective. par-
ticulady for sourcing talent
from the Indlan Alr Foree, EX-
perienced Air Force officers
are unwilling tojoin the DGCA
on deputat lon becansedoing so
entails a significant loss of
servies benefits and allowane
s, mendering the proposition
Mnancially unattractive. Conse-
quently posts reserved for this

vital stream of expertise re-
maln chronlcally unfilled.”
read the report, where the pan-
el identified 12 key areas re-
quiring systemic improvement
o engiine the cont inued safety
and sustainable growth of In-
din's civil aviation sector

This repoart assumes signifi-
cance a5 in wake of the Air In-
din plane crash in Ahmedabad
that killed 260 people on Jine
12 However, the incident didn't
find mention in the report

The pane] sugpest ed develop-
ment of & national Fatigue Risk
Monagement Syatem for ATCs
and a8 comprehensive staffing
audit to end the persistent and
high-risk practlee of seeking
exemplions from mandatory
duty time limitations,

Referring to a series of acecl
dents involving coppers during
the vecent Char Dham Yatra, it
aleo called for standard ising
safety protocols - unlfirm ns-
tiomal regulatory framework
for helicopter operations.
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Al misreads post on '98
Pak hijack, leads to FIR

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hvderabad: A seemingly
harmless post on X recount-
ing a 1998 plane hijacking in
Pakistan with r‘eferen::e'a to
“Hyvderabad airport”, “Del-
hi” and “Bhuj” was rm ked
up by an Al-powered social
medialistening tool inIndia
and flagged by a senior vigi-
lance specialist on Augl4 as
a“threatmail”, trigegeringa
security charade involving
aviation officials and police,
An FIR lodged at Hyde-
rabadairport police station
on Auglsagainst Pakistani
social media user @ome-
remran — his X bio de-
scribes him as an aviation
geek and history buff — in-
vokes sections 351(4) (crim-
inalintimidation by anony-
mous communication) and
353(2) (statements conduc-
ing to public mischief) of
BNS, and 68D (cheating by
personation) of Informa-
tion Technology Act.
“May 25, 1998. A PIA
Fokker F-27, Flight PE-544,
lifted off from Gwadar

with 33 passengers and 5
crew. Moments later, three
armed men from the Ba-
loch Students Organisa-
tion seized the aircraft and
demanded to be flown to
New Delhi,” states @ome-
remran's thread on the hi-
jacking 27 vears ago, cap-
tioned “The Hijacking that
Pakistan Outsmarted”.

The thread ends by ex-
plaining how the three Ba-
loch hijackers were arrest-
ed by commandos at Hyde-
rabad airport in Sindh on
May 25, 1998. It mentions
that the trio was tried and
executed 17 vears later,

Unbeknownst to (@ome-
remran and his 350-odd fol-
lowers, the post left officials
in Hyderabad ina tizzy after
it appeared on the Airport
Predictive Operations Cen-
tre's social mediaradar.

Rakesh Kumar Sharma,
seniorspecialist of security
and vigilance, reported “a
threat mail was received...”
Aviation security officials
and cops purportedly didn't
verify the post before filing
the FIR, sources said.
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