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- Centre says no
request from TN
to change Parandur
airport site

A
Our Bureau
Channai

The Centre on Monday in
formed the Rajya Sabha that
the Tamil Nadu government
has not songht any change in
the proposed site for the
greenfield  airport  at
Parandur.

Replying to an unstarred
question raised by DMK's
Rajya Sabha Member of Par-
liament P Wilson, Minister
of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol said the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
had granted in-principle ap-
proval ro Tamil Nadu Indus-
trial Development Corpora-
tion (TIDCOY on April 7,
2025 for developing the in-
ternational greenfield air-
portat Parandur.

Based on TIDCO's applie-
ation submitted in Septem-
ber 2024, the estimated cost
of Phase 1 is about ¥10,500
crore. Responding to a ques-
tion on whether the new
Tamil Nadu government had
requested the Centre to shift
the airport site, the Minister
said ithad not.

The statement assumes
significance as there has
been speculation following
the change of government in
Tamil Nadu over whether
the Parandur airport project
would be relocated or re-
viewed. On July 12, business-
line had reported that the
Aviarion Ministry had said
there was nocommunication
with Tamil Nadu on
Parandur airport, and the de-
cision rests with the State.

MODERNISATION

On the ongoing airport ex-
pansion in Tamil Nadu, the
Minister said thar Chennai
Airport’s Phase 11 modem-
isation project, estimared at
2,467 crore, has achieved
about 81 per cent physical
progress and 71 per cent fin-
ancial progress. Additional
works under way include
stormwater drain modifica-
tion (£209.01 crore), refur-
bishment of Terminal 1
[¥R1.8 crore) and airgide in-
frastructure  development
(T480.06 crore).
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Airlines push for third ground
handling agency at Mumbai airport

IN THE WORKS. Operator says competitive bidding ancEﬁs is underway and will conclude by month-end

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Duly

The airline ndustry less
urged the Centre to ensere
the mment of & thied

handling agency at
Mumbal's Chharrapari Shiv-
ajl  Mahara) International
Alrport  (CSMIA), stading
thar the alrport Is not com-
plying with the regulatary
requirement.

However, the al oper-
amor ml&buhmstlnlfp?gntpﬁm
process nfaﬂ:ﬂ:lnﬂ.ug a third

ng agency is
un.derwm and Is expected to
mmﬂuﬂeh-l, the end of July,

Accordingly, the Federa-
ton of Indian Airlises (FIA),

£SenT Alr Indis, In-
ditzo and Spiceler, in a rep-
resentation o the Minksory
of Civil Avistion (MoCA)
which was reviewed by bicsi-
nesslive, said thar Ground
Handling Services Regula-
tiong, 2017, and the Alrports
Authoriry of Indes (Grownd
Handling Services) Regula-
tons, 2018, mandare rthar
airports with annual passen-
gur Tbmughpu: EHE‘EH!E?JEHS 10
ngers st
Iu.m three ground Iandling
agencies.

STRAIN ©N CAPACITY. The federation said that &l Air port
Services, in particutar, had been facing challenges in handling
Air India fights Following additional business

Responding to bueetress-
Iine's queries E‘L‘I the matter.a
CEMIA spokesperson said
that the airport had initiated
the selection process for a
third ground h
agency earller this year and
had recefved seven applica-
tions by the bid submisgion
deadline of February 28,

Follwing an assesement
of the applicants’ financial
Stt'\L'l'IE.h and technical cap-
abilitles, all seven qualified
bidders were inwvited to parg-
cipate in the request for
qualification and proposal
(RFQP) process on July 2,
22,

According to the spokes-
person, the competitive bid-
ding process is corrently wn-
derway and is cred o
conclade by the end of Juby,
fiollowing which the selectad
agency will be onboarded.

EFFICIENT OFERATIONS
The s sperson  added
that, mlﬂif LEtEeer. growmd
handling services at CSMIA
continue through the exist-
ing licensed agencies, ensur-
ing safe, refiable and efficient
airport operations.

Un dzs part, the federatbon,
in the representation, sabd
that while major airports

such ag Delhiand Hyderabad
comply with the requlre-
ment, the CSMIA currently
has only mwo operaticnal
ground “handling Lpencics
following the termination of
the licemce of Bird World-
wide Flight Services (BWFS)
by the alrport operator in
January.

Besides, the F1A sald that
the reduction had left AL Afr-
port Serwices Lud (ALASLY
and Adand as the anly two og-
erarional nd  handli
agencies arpﬂ'-;g alrport, pE
cing additional pressure on
existing regources as alrline
OPETaTions OONTiNLE TD Zrow.

FACING CHALLENGES
The federation stated thar Al
Alrpart Services Litd, ln
ticular, has been facing chal-
lenges in handhing Alr India
fillowing the addl-
El:ﬂl;. bﬂsh‘it;m it received
afmr the withdrawal of the

ency.
:Ezwmz,dulndsmry
body said thar the opers-
unml L becomes mone
evident during disruprions
such as the sorike at L‘a'd.l.ﬁ
on May 18, weather-related
disruptions  and  seasomal
raffic 3
Per the representation,

the svailability of a third
ground h.-mr_flug agency
could have emabled FIA
member airfines using em-
pnmelled agencles to mitkgae

dmpdnn!
ﬂlmu-gh the -avalk [
addirional manpower.

NO CLARITY

Additsonally, the federation
said thar member airlines
had raised the issue with the
alrport operator but had ot
received amy clarity regard-
ing the appeiniment of a
third ground  handiing

ag?ﬁwaﬂdhhm.. the FIA re-

wested the MoCA to review
thi exist ound handl
mmlﬂﬂﬂ;[ the CSMhl.lg
and endure complance with
the regulatory requirement
of mmintaining theee ground
handli encies.

'r'henﬁe ration also sald
thar the appointment of an
addirlonal agency would help
them to restore operational
stability, safeguard possen-

ger convenience, improve
competition and strengthen
operational su inclad-

ing through the reingtage-
ment of appeintment of an-
other  ground  handling
agency.
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Prime Minister to inaugurate Bhogapuram ~ +
airport in Andhra Pradesh on August 1

Qur m
Hydrabad

Prime Minlszer Marendra
Modi will formally Insugur-
ave the Alluri Sitarama Raju
International  Alrport  ar
apuram on August 1
desh's newest international
airport wthe nation.
Developed by GMR Vi-
sakhapatnam International
Lzd (GVIAL}Y, 3 sub-
sidiary of GMR Alrports, the
E:nn.ﬁuld alrport, about 45
reheast of Visakhapar-
nam off NH 16, has been de-
slgned with an infrial capa-
city of & million passengers
per anmum, scalable to more
than 40 mgpa when needed.

ALL CLEAR

The airport fearures a
3 B00-metre Code 4E run-
way, an integrated passen-
g:;r n.rrmL;EI. dedicated
cargo  factlities and ad-
vanced airside infrasoruc-
ture capable of handiing
both domestic and interna-
tional operations.

The airport has secured
major starutory and regu-
la:’.u;y ul.e::.ra.lmrzs, anlu?mg
the  Aerodrome  Licemce
from the Directorate Gen-

NEW DESTINATIOMN. A view of the Bhogapuram inter national
Kirport, about 45 ken from Visakhapatnam o mores

eral of Civil Awiation
(DGCA),  security  wver-
ﬂ.ng:Fptm'als from the Bur-

Ciwil Aviarion Secur-
Iry [BCAS), notification as
an Immlgration Check Post
(1CF), Costoms notification
under Sectbon 8 of the Cus-
toms Act, Consent to Oper-
ate (CTO) from the Andhrs
Pradesh Pollution  Con-
trol Board, along with other
mandatory clearances from
the authorities concerned.
These approvals pave the
way for the commencement
of scheduled commercial
operations  immediaaly
after Inaugurathon.

The airport will serve as
the primary aviation gare-
way Pr:'mar&'l."igntha. rﬁm.
Viglanagaram, Srikaknlam
and neighbouring gouthern

Odigha and Chhartisgarh,
significantly improving ac-
cess to magr d&ﬁtl:lll:gmd
internarional destinations.
It Is also expected 1o
strengrhen the Vi-
sakhapatnam Econormic Re-
gion by supporting tourism,
isrics, manofacour-
and iovesrment. Ahead
the in ration, the
Central and Srate Govern-
ments  lave  accelerared
road  connectivity  with
seven key approach roads,
enhanced public transport
5|!‘ﬁ'|1:£5-3.l'£_il'l?pl‘ﬂ'ﬂ!ﬂhlﬂ|l—
Way COMBECTIVITY are expec-
ted 1o provide seamless ac-
cess  for  passengers
travelling to and from the
.
Itz dedicated cargo infra,
proximity to industrial cor-

ridors and planmed aviation
ecosystem will strengthen
SXpOIT compet Tiveness, im-
prove logistics effidency
and support emerging sec-
tofs such as information
technology, pharmaceuwtic-
als, electronies, seafood ex-
ports  and advanced
manufacturing.

RENEWARBLE ENERGY
The alrport has also been
developed with sustainahil-
Iy at s core, Inco
r?ne-m.b]e uuerﬁmuz
ter harvesting, energy-effi-
clent svstems and environ-
mentally responsible infra
o rt effident, resili-
ent and future-ready opera-
tions, sabd a GMERE Group
release.
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2nd airport: DCM,
Somanna revive
Tumakuru bid

3 sitesnear

Bengaluru already
shortlisted

e

BENGALLIRL, DHNS

eputy Chief Minister
G Parameshwara on
Saturday reiterated

his desire to see his native
Tumakuru district become
the location for Bengaluru's
second international airport.

He was reacting to BIP
state president B Y Vijay-
endra’s open letter to Chicf
Minister D K Shivakumar
urging the government o
consider Tumakuru, not
Kanakapura_

“I, oo, had asked for the
afrport 1o come up near Tu-
makuru, 1T it comes up near
Tumakurs, | will be very
happy,” Parameshwara, who
represents Koratagere in Tu-
makuru m the Assembly, said

“If it comes near Tumak-
wr, it will be good for us be
canse itwill improve connec-
tivity for people from about
18-20 districts. Secondly, it
muayalignwith the existing in-
temational airport at Devana-
halli. Iris lefr to the technical
teams o consider, Let's see
what the governmeni ulti-
mately decides,” e said

The government has
shonlisted Somanahalli and
Chudahalli near Kanakapura
Hoad in southern Bengaluru
and Kunigal-Nelamangala
near Tumakuru Road i the
westas potenrial locations.

- P e
“The site wmdimﬂuﬁs-m&puti
alli near Nelamangala. 0 FILE PHOTO

Imorove connectivity
pmnhhmmllﬂ-?ﬂﬁs—
tricts. Secondly, it may align
ni.nmeaﬂslmglmen'lallm
al airport 3t Devanahalli, it
ulﬂl 1o the technical tearme.
1o comsider, Lot's we what
he government ullimately
decides.

G Paramesbwmra, Deputy M

Eartier this month, a poter-
tial Fourth site - in Harohalli,
within Shivakumar's Assem-
bly constituency Kanakapura

e:m:rp,td. prumptlng Vijay-

bh.na.{runmr has publicly
said the second international
airport will come up towards
soarth of Bengaluru.

Somanna for Sira

Umin Minister V' Somanma,
the Tumkur MP, said he has
urged Civil Avintion Minister
Kingjarapu Ram Mohan Maidu
o build the new airportat Sira
i Tumakuriidistrict.

“A new airport at Sira will
place Dml:r.u.r Karnataka on
a stronger path of develop-
ment. The area around Sira
is strategically located near
Mumbar-Bengaluru indus-
trial corridor, national in-
vestment and manufasturing
zone, Chennai-Bengalur In-
dustrial corridor and several
KIADR industrial areas,” So-
ki saicl

“1 appeal to the govern-
el to nkake the seae’s bal-
anced and comprehensive
development the guiding
principle while @king a de-
cision on the location,” the
miimister said.
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Uptoaitlines to decide newflights at Halwara: Centre

SHEKHAR SINGH dedined to commil to any newly operational Habwarm air-  Aviation Murlidhar Mohol sedors or commencing
LT R AL madmap for expanding  port in Punjab, saying ded- said Air India currently international operations
NEW DELHI, JULY 20 domestic or intemational sionsonlwnchingnewroutes  operated 28 domestic  from the airport over the
The Centre on DMonday flight opermtions from the rest entively with airlines flights a week to and from  next two vears.

based om commencial viahility,.  Halwara airport under the Responding to queries on

Replying to a guestion by

approved schedule,

direct flights from Ludhi-

Rajva Sabha MP Dr The povernment, however, anato Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Vikramjit Singh Sahney, did not spell out any plans Hyderabad, Pune and
Minister of State for Civil for adding new domestic Ahmedabad, the Centre

said India's domestic avia-
tion sector had remained
derepulated since  the
repeal of the Air Corpora-
tions Actin 1504,

It said airlines were free to
determine the routes they
operate, the aircmaft they
deploy and the markets they
wish to serve. As a result, the
decision to introduce servic-
&5 fmm Halwara or any other
airport depends entirely on
the operational and commer-
cial viability assessed by air-
line operators.

The reply did not indicate
whether the povernment
had held consultations with
scheduled airlines for
launching additional servic-
es from Halwara, nor did it
provide any timeline for
introducing flights to major
metropolitan cities sought
by the MP
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Akasa Air eves fund-raise,

boosts share capital limit

i
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Akasa Air has revised its ao-
thorised share capital as it
prepares to mise funds from
existing and new investors,

Last Amgust, the airline
had rwised around 1,200
crore by issuing compulsor-
ity convertible preference
shares (CCPS).

According to a Bloomberg
report, it is planning to raise
anpther T1,000 crore in
equity and debt as it targees
expansion and navigates the
challenges caused by West
Asia conflict.

[n a meeting carlier this
menth, airlme's sharehold-
ers revised the company’s
authorised share  capital
from T17LS0 crore to
119750 crore.

The resolotion said fond
raising is planned to meet fo-
ture capital requirements
and the company 0SS
to raise ad.diriiarﬂ't cF;r;!thI by
izsuing CCPS on a private

cement basis. The CCPS
issued last year cammied a
premium of T224.81 and that
15 not included in the author-
ised and paid-up capital,

However, in g8 stotement
Akasa Air said it is well capit-
alised with a clear long-term
growth stratery.

“This financial strength
pllows ws to execute our
growth plans with confid-
ence and make decisions that
best support our long-term
business objectives,” it said.

GROWTH FLAN

Akasga Air =said 1t also looks
forward to gveiling the bene-
fits of the Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme to
further  strengthen  its

In F‘IFZG, Akasa Air saw 37
per cent nise In operating
revenue on the back of 30 per
cent ith in capacity. The
u.i.rl.i.n:gr';“.durtcd IE:?I?rB&in
the last fiscal and grew its
network to 32 destinetions.
It s targeting 30 per cent
growth in FY27 as well
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IndiGo, CFM International
a;gn mega engine MoU

Bﬂ.rlhl'n.:
(LR

IndiGzo and CFM Interna-
uun:ll h:m. : sigmed a meror-

erstanding for
1,000 pll.rs LEAP-14 engines
to power s 510 Alrbus
Aj2imeo famibyalreraft. This
is the largest single order
ever placed for LEAP englnes

and 5 a record for CFM Ine
termational, the engim
maker said The Moll also
cludes CFM's extensive sup-
port in establishing IndiGo's
upcoming engine MR facll
Iﬁmd Eupr{pﬂun the airline
through long-term materia
set-.ln.\eglagn?mmt. includ-
ing supply ¢ parts en-
mnftngprﬁﬁhiuﬁﬂfmmhu-
iy and predicrable costs.
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Farnbarough (LI Aslne major
indiGo has sedectad Honeywell
Aeroapace’s aviofics, auiliary
power units {APLUs) and
long-term after-market
support for its order of E10
Airbers A3 3Ineo family ascoradt
The development assumes
significance as Honeywell
Aprpgpace boas describerd it e
the |largest reew-aircradt
selectable equipment deal inits
history. &ccordingty, the
agreement will see Honsywe|l
ierospace supply auoilisry
power units, weather radar
sipitems, trafhc colison
Fmidance systerns, fight
managemeant Systems and
comprehensive after-maries:
support across IndiGa's future
et

These systems, the asrospace
magor Said, are expected to
enhance operational efficiency,
flight safety, situational
Faaremness and fuel efhciency
across IndiGo's
next-generation naroe-body
fleet oo b
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Pilots’ Body Seeks
Halt to Flights to
Risky Destinations

Forum Gandhl

Mumbai: The Airline Pilots™ As-
sociation of Iodia has urped po-
vernmenl losuspend commereial
Mights 1o TTAT and oltherhigh-risk
destinalions in the Gull, warning
of sharply rising risks to civil av
iation in view of the worsening
seenarity scenario in West Asia,

In & Tetler o civil aviation mini-
ster Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
and Directorate General of Civil
Aviation Monday, the pilols' hady
said “the sccurity situation has
now  deteriorated  further”  and
that *recent reports of oxplicit
threats directed against Dubaiand
Abu Dhabi, coupled with the conti-
nuingmilitary escalation inthe re-
picn, sipmificantly heighten the
rlsk tocivilaviation operalions".

Theappeal comes as geapal itical
Lensions in Wesl Asia continue Lo
disrupt global aviation, forcing
airlines to revoute flishts and av-
oid contlictaifocted  alrspaces
amid concerns over missile al-
tacks, GPS jamming, electronic
warfare, and sudden qirspace clo-
BLLres,
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Will Carefully Weigh
Funding Requests
from Air India: SIA

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Singapore Aldines (5LA)
zaid its board will carcfully consi
der any request for additional capi-
taal Froam Adr Tndis, weighing it ags-
inst the group's operating cash
flows, aircraft investments  and
other capital necds. This follows in-
weators of SIA secking clarity onits
exposure o lnss-making Air India
ahead of theformer’s AGHL

The Securities Investors Asgocia-
tion{Singapore), the citv-state’s lea-
ding retail invesLor advoraey group,
has queried STA aller the carier re-
porled a S852 million (77,058 oro-
re) share of Tossess Treom Ade Trddia in
thetiscal yearonded March 31, rodu-
cing the carrving value of its 251%
stake to 58110 billion froma 5$2.02 bil-
lion & yeareadier Even so, SIA rei-
terated that its investment in (e
carrier remainsa cornersioneof its
lonig-term India strategy:

The airline said its capital alloca-
tion follows a “disciplined cvalua-
tion process” that considers opera-
ting cash flow, investments in new
aircraft and products, alonpside
stratepic imvestments such as Air
Tralia b supporl sustainable long-
e grovw th and relurns.



AIRPUR ISAUT HORITY QOF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

21 LY Al06

IndiGo Taps CFM
for 1,000 Engines

MEW DELHI IndiGoan Monday
annaunced it will place an order
with CEM Internatianal for more
than 1,000 engines to power its
510 A320 nea family planes. As
partaf the agreement, CFM will
also provide suppart tothe airline
inestablishing its engine MRO
facility in Bengaluru. Dur Bureau
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Agreement includes long-term maintenance support & assistance to establish the airline’s engine MRO fadility in India

A 1,000-engine LEAP: IndiGo signs record CFIM deal

AKBRAR MERCHAMT
Mumbai, July 20

INNGO ©OH  MONDRY
sdrerggr b e s ooyt feet
exparsion sirategy by sigminga
mememnidiom af anderstand
ing (Mol!) with CFM Interna
tional for mone than 10K
LEAI™ LA engines to power 510
Adetrue A1 O Familly
aircrafl m what [ Lhe W%
largesi single onder ever
placed for LEAF engines.
Thi agreemmtalse
dleepens e airline'smain-
trnance capabilites through
Bt fora dedimiedengine
malntenance, repar and over
bl (MEQ) facility in i,
reinforong ityplansio become

LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP

CEO DESGNATE, WNTED

 nadiGo has warked [ ®Onalist-pice
i ith CRq - e
beghningwith $14.5 mn,

withCRM for adecade,
arbus

A30csa sl belorg | Ehearder wodd
uthgLEAPLA tngnes | Mily Bavidlusd
for itz Al Emes, in billens

feat in2m19

wairbuz offen arfinesa
choice betwean TP
LEAP-18 and Fratt &
Whitrey's GTF far the

The LEAP enygine’s
inglustry-leading
prowven relinhility
malkes it the ideal
choice to support

a glabal carrier with preates
aperational  self relianoe
While o financial details were
discioped, the list price of a

LEAP-1A enpine bn aronmed fhe deal amnounced at the
E14.5 milliom, Crmoa et -prioe
basis; theorderwould nminto  Adshow o UE covers engioes

for a subrtantial part of

lendiGo's Adrbuas narmowe-body
erder book amd nchades a
lang-term material services
agreament forspare part s and
mainienance support The
package i sxpectsd to eomaee
higherengineamilab# iy, pre-
dictable malntenance costs
and immproved {leet reliatm bty
as the airline accelerates aiw
eraft imductonsand Pxpanils
s dridermational network

Adrbua offers airlines a
choice betwesn CFM's LEAP
1A and Prati & Whitn |'!."'|
preated furlsofan (GTF) mgines
for the A3} Oneo famiby, and
the agreemaont dprrals indWGo's
conttngad preference for CF M
as i engine parinet.

"As IndiGo embarks on s

next phase of growth towa s
bemmany a trufy global airline,
weamn delighted to extend cur
lonp-atanding  parineeship
weith CTM Internabonal " Wilbe
Wakh, chisf execuive office r
designate of IndiGo, sid

He added that CFM has
supporied the aidine's growth
jowrney since 3016 and cur
rently povwere mans than 375
Airbus A3 10 and AZ1 1 fammily
abreraftin jts Seet. "The LEAP
eogine's  industry-leading
proven relinbily makes 1§ the
ifeal choice to support our
scabe, operatsonal resillenoe
arnd sustaimability ambitiong*
hr mid,

Contineed on Fage 10

A1,000-engine
LEAP: IndiGo signs
record CFM deal

THE AGEEEMENT ALSD
mmuiris & sigmilicant step In
EndiGo’s effo rts to build in-
howse engine maintenance
capabl Bty at a time when
Indian carriers are looking to
reduce dependence an over

seasrepair facilides. CEMwill
sipport the abitione o estab

lizhing its upcoming engine
MED fadlity in India,
enahling faster i rnaround of
engines and strengthening
mtiistenance capacity as its
fleet continues to grow. The
move also alipine with the
povermment's  push o
develnp India aza glohalavia

tion MEC huh,

Far CFM, the agreemisat
secures a long- et stream of
aftermadcet business throu gh
servichng, sepabre and spare
paits aupport, an area that
accoumts fot 4 significant
share of revenoes over an
ergines operating fife,

“IndiGa has trusted CFM
o support its parformance
for a decade now, and we're
Famisured 19 renew that frost
willy today's agreement” H
Lawrence Culp [r, chairmam
ardl ehief executive of ficer of
GE Aptoi pace, said. He addedl
ihal the company remalis
mmitied to sirengthening

Lh LEAF progrdmnge while
expatiiling 1t man ufactur
mg. engineering and sepplier
eonsystem in india

Safram chiel exeguthve
officer Olivier Andries said
the agree ment reflected the
long: standing parmership
Between Lhe two compales
and reaffomed India's strate-
gic importance forthe group
He said Safran's investments
in LEAP engine production
and MBD capabilities would
support Indifo's expansian
whlile contributing to the
deselupment of India's aero-
space industry. Last year
fafmaninangurated its arpest
LEAF omgine MRO facility
glubally in lndia, which will
eventually have the capacity
o underiake 300 enging
alioprisits anmally.

Ind iz bas worked with
CFM for a decade, heginning
with CFM56- 50 pnm*rn'nl
Alrbus  AI20cea  aircrafe
before selecting LEAP-1A
enpines for s A3 0neo and
A3 Ineo flest In 2009, CFM
said India is now its thind
largest market, with five
Indian airlines operaring
miree thad JTHY LEA B paw
el dbierdll aid oves 1,000
emgineson order.
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Gulf-based airline
exploring potential
deal with Spicejet

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, Jidy 20

AGULFBASED AIRLIME has
conducted preliminary due
ditipene wovaluatea paten
tial acquisition of troulded
caither Spleelet, scoodling Lo
peop e familiarwith the mat
ter, The exevcise, carried out
throsigh an advisory ficm a
few months ago, is under
stood to be at an exploratorny
stagewith no formal proposal
submitted so far 1t ks not
immediately clear whether
the atrline is ewluating the
acqudtion of & controlling
stike of the cifiler in ils
entirety.

trueries sent to Sphoefet
rernakned unanswersd till the
time of going to the press.

The interest is driven
Erpely y stratcgicconsidera
thrns. An acyuisition woshl
providethe Gulf carrieracoess
tn hilateral flying rights
between lndia and the Gulf,
ane of the l.'l.lulllr]-':- bissiest
and most lucrative interma-
tional aviation markets The
prospective bldder also oper
dles Boeing 737 aircraft, sim-
#larto Spicejet's fleet, offering
operationaland maintenance
B T

"Gulf carmiers have long
been keen to deepen their
presence in [odia bt remain
coistraited by biliteral air

ESCAPE ROUTE

|
.
W An sceumulated bosses of
sround ¥9 000 crand
sipea bbe borro wangs,

continue towesgh on
Spleelet’s balance sheet

Wit restored [ FTECTRY
s nok waorth SRS

to posstive Tl Pt
territory shame
following its R SeIEEGES
gualified o
Insttuticnal 2*5 'Jﬂ
placemint i Hay from

and o sries of 3.4%

witlements  EETRL

service agreements that mii
additional flying rights” an
iwlatbon analyst sald, Wequir
I an Tndlan aleline offers a
strategic gatewsy iote the
market. A new owner canld
subsequenthy expand opema
tons by inducting more air-
raft and wtilise the airlinss
hilateralrights subject foreg
wlatory approvals and avakl
abality under the bilateral
Eramework”

Centinued on Page 10

Gulf-based

firm exploring

potential deal
with SpiceJet

THE INTEREST OOMES even
A5 Spios]et contimaes to navi
pate i fragile nancial reqoy
ey, In the Rates repored
guarier (0 FY 28], the atrline
preted a comsolidated net loss
ol TI61 croneagilnst a prodi
of T20 crore a year earfier,
despite a 14% incrrase in ey
enn=toTl 6% 1 crone

Dhui b the qgua e, 11 set
tled Liabialities worth T476
crore throogh equity allat
MERT T Crea o

The company has also
restared its net worth fo pos-
itive termitory following its
pualifisd insnituthpnal place
mentand a series of credito
scttlements, althoogh acco
mulated lozses of aroond
9 N0 coore and sizeable
bormowings, lease Habilities
and trade payables continoe
toweighon la bakance sheet

The sigline has not reported

Lhe famuary-March gquaries
eaxrnings of FY 16
trperationally, the alrloe
has s been under pressure.
according to the Directorate
General of Civil Awiathon
IRGEA), Spiceet's domestie
miarke shase dedined 1o 2.5%
in May from 544 in April
after the exit of Bxwer- leased
[ieet arl scheduled nuinte
nite of seveisl aiecrall
reduced avaibable capacity
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AIR INDIA EXPRESS
PLANS TO ADD
50-60 NEW PLANES
IN 18 MONTHS

Neha LM Tripathi

meha tripathi@hitlive.com

ABU DHABI: Air India Express
expects to induct 50-60 aircraft
over the next 12-18 months, with
its fleet expansion plans remain-
Ing on track despite delays, the
alrline’s chalrman, Nipun Aggar-
wal, sald on Wednesday.

“Between now and the end of
next year, we should be getting
50-plus aircraft, if not more.
That was the plan, and that
remains on track,” Aggarwal
said on the sidelines of a panel
discusslon featuring United
Arab Emirates (UAE) culture
and rtourism department
director Haitham All Khamis
and Abu Dhabi airport chief
commercial officer Carsten Nor-
land in Abu Dhabi.

Air India Express currently
operates a fleet of over 100 air-
craft, up from around 25 about
three years ago. It launched
three flights from Abu Dhabd to
Kavi Mumbai and Indore on July
15 and to Lucknow on July 16
The airline has announced Abu
Dhabi-Guwahati flights from
August. Air India Express aper-
ates over 500 daily flights with a
fleet of over 100 planes.

Aggarwal said the airline
expects defiveries to gather pace.
He added that it will also be
among the early operators of the
Boeing 737 MAX 10, the largest
variant of the series designed for
up to 230 passengers, once the
aircraft receives certification.
“Allin all, with the order that we
have, we should be getting 50-60
alreraft deliveries in the next 12
to I8 months,” Aggarwal said.

The fleet expansion comes as
Air India Express continues to
Integrate and modernise its
operations following the Tata
Group's acquisition of Air India
in 2022. The airline has been
harmonising its fleet and prod-
uct.

Aggarwal acknowledged that
the transformarion has faced set-
backs due to factors beyond their
control. “The industry has gone
through several challenges, and
we have been hit by multiple
black swan events, which [ do
not think anybody could have
forecasted when we started this
transformation journey.”

(The reporter was in Abu
Dhabi on the invitation of the
Department of Tourism and Cul-
tire, Abu Dhabi. and Adr India

Express)
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IndiGo to place order for 1k aircraft
engines with CFM International

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The country’s larg-
est airline IndiGo on Monday
announced it will place an order
with CFM International for
more than 1,000 engines to
power its 510 A320 neo family
planes.

IndiGo and CFM Interna-
tional, an equal joint venture
between GE Aerospace and Saf-
ran Aircraft Engines, have inked
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) for the order at the

Farnborough International Air-
show in the UK.

The order for more than
1,000 LEAP-1A engines to power
510 Airbus A320 neo family air-
craft will also be the “largest
single order ever placed for
LEAP engines and a record for
CFM International,” a release
said on Monday.

Financial details were not
disclosed.

A320 neo family planes
include A320 neos, A32] neos
and A321 XLRs. All are narrow-
body aircraft.

CFM International would
also provide extensive support
to the airline in establishing its
engine MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) facility in
Bengaluru. Besides, it will pro-
vide support to the IndiGo fleet
through long-term material ser-
vices agreement, including sup-
ply of spare parts.

Currently, IndiGo has an
operational fleet of over 400
planes and over 900 Airbus air-
craft are on order. IndiGo has
been a customer of CFM Inter-
national for 10 years.
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Air India Group aims to add
50-60 new planes in 18 months

Press Trust of India

feedback @livemint.com

ABU DHABI: Air India Group
expects to get 50-60 new aircraft
in the next 18 months and the
transformation programme is
on track even as the airlines’
industry has been impacted by
multiple black swan events,
according to a senior executive.

Loss-making Air India was
acquired by Tata Group in Janu-
ary 2022 and the airline is in the
middle of an ambitious transfor-
mation plan.

Nipun Aggarwal, chief com-

mercial officer of Air India and
chairman of Air India Express,

said there have been “tonnes of

learning” in the last few years
and that it was a complex as well
as challenging” project.

“I think this industry itself has
gone through several challenges.
And we have been hit by multi-
ple black swan events, which I
don't think anybody could have
forecasted when we started this
transformation journey. “The
supply chain issues, the airspace
issues, the oil price volatility, and
the geopolitical issues,” he said.

Aggarwal, who spoke after a

panel discussion in Abu Dhabi
on July 15, said the group was
dealing with the issues and
added that “we are on track with
our transformation pro-
gramme”, Air India has faced
multiple headwinds, including
the fatal crash of its Dreamliner
last June that killed 260 people.
The airline has embarked on
an ambitious five-year transfor-
mation plan and Aggarwal said
most of the planned things are
pretty much happening, includ-
ing fleet modernisation and
investments in MRO (Mainte-
nance, Repair and Overhaul).
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IndiGo to order 1,000 engines

from CFM International

IndiGo on Monday announced the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with CFM
International to order more than 1,000 LEAP-1A
engines for the 510 Airbus A320neo family
aircraft it has on order. The deal marks the
largest single order ever placed for LEAP engines
and sets a new record for CFM International. The
MoU also covers CFM International’s support for
setting up IndiGo’s upcoming engine
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) facility.
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Singapore Air will ‘carefully”
scan Air India cash requests

First public indication of willingness to infuse fresh funds after queries from investor body

DL Bl WL LA

Impapore Alriines  S1A),

which cwns 3 quarier of Alr

Imcia, saic] it oo b “carefully

camsider any requesis for
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irafiasae [reeshy e indo e e -making
carEer
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R stnke i Al Tmdia
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Pilot bodies split as
Gulf conflict brings
back safety fears

aliF ek Lottt com
MEWDELH

A Ub-lmn bstillties
ralis o e sy
sality ol civiin aireral]

Miviegin Wess Asin, nseviiomn|
Iniis's commimerril pllotswanis
Dlgrbom i Ll At Dbl arl
ey high-risk Gull desiina
tinns sspended unsil the gov-
ermmeent cnmpleies a fresh
threat assessment Inban's larg
ot il sociatiom, hovryr,
iy, sy ing Indian carmi
s shwinild nod Jose oud while
the i -
P v b [y fngs

Fher Airtioe Pllots’ Assancia-
el ol Tislia Ulgis Tadial s
writien b civil avateon minis
ter K ol Najdy amil
e I rectnese Caeniml af Chal
Aviation (THGCAL, seehing
\prmaslie sspaension of cim-
mmervaal Migghis io Ui Uniied

| Feghon's v aif

Arab Emdrates (UAE] until |

aml howrities cvpmg et a commpin-
Femsbyve securily ausssment.
Alpa Ioelis 5.0l of U
Intermatinnal

&l india wrote tothe cial
mviatiom minister and DECA o

oty v e ralithe o e

vigpagvmls, misidentilcs
| wiiin G FS nserleredoe, clee

tromle warfare and eapidly
| changing ainguace curts. The
vansrgienees al o milsfudge
e | i s b an emamnmeni
e warmneil, could be cata
sbropilic.

Memurndsile. ihe Federation
ol Tewlizan Pilods, Toalias Earpesi
jibots’ boely with over G000
i, appsosedd amy i

1o sl Nlighis

Finlosation of Air Alpasought The Midelle

Ll Pk’ A
vlal

ne. which  enmmercial flights  #1¢

H Hl}l Essivim anithers
i

FEpInERtib s oy to the UAE until thislr operaikans
B0 Ry el 1 i Finist ine India ami

glhokally, in lisdia

bl Sowin

Alpa has over security shaowdd Indian.car-
LAD0 meamieers, assessment RErs sbaj dpers

“The serurily
sitymlicn s pow
teterioraied Turther,” Alpa

presiclent Sam Thomiim wnde |

inaleiter dated] 30 Juh_ aoogn
il which wis seen Iy AR
“Revei pepares of explici
threatsdirected agatanst Dukai
afied Kb THaabs, coiigrdes] with
Ehr o i g mniliary cecals
Ehin s thaer signifioanifh
Isgghiten thee risk b efvil avis
o oxperathn,” i skl
Thasmzs sadd civilian aireraft
openming imorarsud conflict

tions" asked C5
: Randbawa, presi

tlient il the federation

e saiedl Ennefiiam afrfines linil
vy sl a hisge g
U b Late Felirtary mnd
L B TR R L R EE
markets were cuntailod, “Mid

il Fanst carriees Bk Entirales
| Frihss]elichn 2 stampemamtions

last time, Hul thewo wers

restrictiomsnn [ an e,

whichimpacied them *

For an extended perion of

| s by, g o livesmind oo,

o, UL S8s0



Corporate Communications Directorate

+

AIRPUR FSAUT HDRITY OF INU!A

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHI

2 ATHLEY: 2086

IndiGo to place order for over 1,000 aircraft engines with CFM International

The order will also be the ‘largest single order ever placed for LEAP engines and a record for CFM International.’” a release said

NEW DELHI: The countrys
largest airline IndiGo on Mon-
day announced it will place an
order with CFM International
for more than 1,000 engines 1o
power its 510 A320 neo fam-
ily planes.

IndiGo and CFM Interna-
tonal, an equal joint venture
between GE Aerospace and Saf-

ran Adrcraft Engines, have inked
2 Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) for the order al the
Farnborough International Air-
show in the UKL

The arder for more than
1,000 LEAP-1A engines to
power 510 Airbus A320 neo
family aircrafi will also be
the “largest single order ever

placed for LEAP engines and a
record for CFM International.’
a release said on Monday.

A320 neo I'nrru'l].r p].am::i
include A320 neos. A321 neos
and A321 XLRs. All are narrow-
body aireraft.

CFM International would
also provide extensive support
1o the airline in establishing its

engine MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhanl) facility
in Bengaluru.

Besides, it will provide sup-
port to the IndiGo fleet through
long-term material services
agreement, including supply
of spare parts.

Currently, IndiGo has an
operational fleet of over 400

planes and over 900 Airbus air-
craft are on order.

“CFM has been a trusted
pariner in our growth jour-
ney since 2016, supporting
a fleet that now exceeds 375
A320/321Family aireraft. The
LEAP engines industry-lead-
ing proven reliability makes it
the ideal choice o support our

scale, operational resilience
and sustainability ambitions”
IndiGo CEO Designate Willie
Walsh said.

IndiGo has been a customer
of CFM International for 10
years. In 2016, the airline oper-
ated a sub-fleet of Airbus AZ20
ceo family aireralt powered by
CFM56-5B engines and in 2019,

the airline ordered LEAP-1A
engines for their newest fleet
of Airbus A320/321 neo fam-
ily aircraft.

India is the third largest
market for CFM International,
with 5 Indian carriers operat-
ing more than 400 LEAP-pow-
ered aircraft and 2,000 engines
o order.

GE Aerospace Chairman
and CEO H Lawrence Culp, Jr
said that with a strong installed
base, manufacturing in Pune,a
broad local supplier network,
and advanced engineering in
Bengalury, we remain com-
mitted to supporting IndiGos
growth and expanding our pres-

]

ence in India.
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IndiGo to order more than 1k englnes from CFM

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

INDIGO, India's largest airline,
on Monday announced it has
signed an MoU (Memorandom
of Understanding) with CFM
International for an order of
1000+ LEAP-1A engines to pow-
er 510 Airbus A3%0neo Family
aircraft. This will be the largest
single order ever placed for
LEAF engines and a record for
Franco-American aircraft en-
gine mamifacturer CFM.

The Moll, inked at the Farn-
borough International Airshow
in the UK, includes CFM's sup-
port in establishing IndiGo’s up-
coming engine MRO facility
({maintenance, repair and over-
haul) and supporting IndiGo’s
growing fleet through a long:
term material services agree-
ment, including the supply of
spare parts, ensuring high dis-
patch reliability, predictable

LARGEST ORDER EVER PLACED FOR LEAP ENGINE

7 This will be £ The Mol with £ LEAP-1A engines
" the |largest CFM includes 0 ofCFM
single order ever support in International to
placed for LEAP establishing IndiGo’s  power IndiGo's 510
engines by any upcoming engine Airbus A320neo
girline so far MRO facility Family aircraft

costs, and world-class support
as the airline further scales its
operations.

Financial details of the Mol
were not disclosed. Willie Walsh,
Chief Executive Officer Desig:
nate, IndiGo, zaid, “CFM has
been a trusted partner in our

growth journey since 2016, sup-
porting a fleet that now excesds
375 A320/321 Family aircraft.
The LEAP engine’s industry-
leading proven reliability makes
it the ideal choice to support our
scale, operational resilience and
sustainability ambitions,”

IndiGo has been a CFM cus-
tomer for 10 vears. In 2016, the
airline operated a sub-fleet of
Adrbus A320ceo Family aircraft
powered by CFM56-58 engines.
In 2018, IndiGo deepened its rela-
tionship with CFM, ordering
LEAP-1A engines for their new-
est fleet of Airbus AG20/321neo
Family aircraft. IndiGo, current-
Iy, has a fleet of 430 phus aircraft
and has an unprecedented back-
log of about 1,000 Airbus planes.

“IndiGo has trusted CFM to
support its performance for a
decade now, and we're honored
to renew that trust with today’s
agreement. LEAP engines are
delivering up to twice the time
on wing in hot and harsh oper-
ating environments than when
thev entered service while con-
tinuing to provide fuel efficien-
cy and reliability,” said H. Law-
rence Culp, Jr, Chairman and
CEQ at GE Aerospace.
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IndiGo to place order for over 1,000
aircraft engines with CFM International

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B NMew Delhi

The country's largest airline
IndiGo on Monday
announced it will place an
order with CFM International
for more than 1,000 engines
to power its 510 A320 neo
family planes. IndiGo and
CFM International, an equal
joint venture between GE
Aerospace and Safran
Aircraft Engines, have inked
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for the
order at the Farnborough
International Airshow in
the UK.

The order for more than
1,000 LEAP-1A engines to
power 510 Airbus A320 neo
family aircraft will also be
the “largest single order
ever placed for LEAP
engines and a record for
CFM International,” a
release said on Monday.

Financial details were
not disclosed. A320 neo
family planesinciude A320
neos, A321 neos and A321
XLRs. All are narrow-body
aircraft.

CFM International would
also provide extensive
support to the airline in
establishing its engine MRO
(Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul) facility in
Bengaluru. Besides, it will
provide support to the
IndiGo fleet through long-
term material services
agreement, including
supply of spare parts.

Currently, IndiGo has an
operational fleet of over
400 planes and over 900
Airbus aircraft are on order.

“CFM has been a trusted
partner in our growth
journey since 2016, sup-
porting a fleet that now

diGo(arGo  TB=

exceeds 375 A320/321Family
aircraft. The LEAP engine’s
industry-leading proven
reliability makes it the ideal
choice to support our scale,
operational resilience and
sustainability ambitions,”
IndiGo CEQ Designate Willie
Walsh said.

IndiGo has been a cus-
tomer of CFM International
for 10 years.

In 2016, the airline oper-
ated a sub-fleet of Airbus
A320 ceo family aircraft
powered by CFM56-5B
engines and in 2019, the
airline ordered LEAP-1A
engines for their newest
fleet of Airbus A320/321 neo
family aircraft.

India is the third largest
market for CFM
International, with 5
Indian carriers operating
more than 400 LEAP-
powered aircraft and
2,000 engines on order.

GE Aerospace Chairman
and CED H Lawrence Culp,
|r said that with a strong
installed base, manufac-
turing in Pune, a broad
local supplier network, and

!

advanced engineering in
Bengaluru, we remain com-
mitted to supporting
IndiGo's growth and
expanding our presence
in India.

“As one of the world's
fastest-growing aviation
markets, India is of strate-
gic importance to Safran.
Through our continued
investments in the country,
particularly in LEAP engine
production and MRO capa-
bilities, we are strengthen-
ing our long-term commit-
ment to supporting IndiGo's
remarkable growth and to
contributing to the develop-
ment of Indian aerospace
industry,” Safran CEO Olivier
Andries said.

Meanwhile, many
planes are grounded due
to issues with Pratt &
Whitney (P&W) engines.

Earlier in the day,
Honeywell Aerospace
announced that IndiGo has
selected its avionics and
power systems for 810 new
Airbus A320 neo family air-
craft that are to be deliv-
ered in the coming years.
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DGCA ISSUES
1,331 PILOY
LICENCES TILL
JUNE: GOVT

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

As many as 1,331 commercial
pilot licences have been
issued by aviation watchdog
DGCA this year till june 30,
and out of them, 41 per cent
of the cadets were trained
overseas, according to the
Government.

The data was submitted
to the Rajya Sabha on
Monday as part of a written
reply by Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol.

This year, till june 30, com-
mercial pilot licences were
issued to 791 cadets from
Indian Flying Training
Organisations (FTOs) and 540
cadets from foreign FTOs.

The licences were issued
to 1,652 cadets and 1,347
cadets in 2025 and 2024,
respectively. As per the
data, a total of 1,622 persons
were issued the licences in
2023, higher than the 1,165
people who received the
licences in 2022,

Currently, there are 41
DGCA-approved FTOs with
63 bases across the country
with more than 400 aircraft.

DGCA norms stipulate
Aircraft: Instructor: Student
ratio as ©1:1:10, which corre-
sponds to training capacity of
around 3,500 students at
these FTOs at any given point
of time, Mohol said.

The minister said the
Government has taken
several steps to strengthen
pilot training infrastructure in
the country, including simpli-
fying and streamlining the
approval and oversight
process for FTOs, and revising
training regulations.
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IndiGo places
over Ik engines’
order for A320s

May Cost $14.5Bn At List Price

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: IndiGo on
Monday placed a record or-
der for over 1,000 engines
for its 510 Airbus A320neo
family of aircraft.

Original equipment ma-
nufacturers (OEM) and air-
lines don't disclose the deal
size as the price is negotia-
ted with the customer, but
based on the list price, the
costol the enginesisaround
$14.5 hbillion. The airline,
which currently has a fleet
of over 430 planes, has an or-
der book of almost 1,000 air-
craft that are to be delivered
over a decade. It plans to do-
uble its fleet by 2030

The order for LEAP-1A
engines at the Farnboro-
ugh Air Show was placed
with CFM International,
which will set up an engine
maintenance repair over-
haul(MRO) in the country.

The engine OEMs are
going to grow their presen-
ceinIndia, thankstomassi-
ve orders from Indian car-
riers, India is CFM’s third-
largest market, with five In-
dian carriers operating
maore than 400 LEAP-powe-
red aircraft and have 2,000
engines on order. CFM is a
50/50 joint venture betwe-
en GE Aerospace and Sa-
fran Aircraft Engines. Last
MNov, Safran had inaugura-

CFM TO SET UP MRO

» IndiGo currently has a fleet
of over 430 planes,

and has an order >
book of almost lmﬂ*
aircraft that are to be
delivered over a decade

» It plans to double its fleet
by 2030

» The order for LEAP-1A
engines is placed with CFM
International, which will set
up an engine MRO here

» |ndia is CFM's third-largest
market, with five Indian car-
riers operating more than 400
LEAP-powered aircraft

ted an MRO in Hyderabad.

In a statement, IndiGo
CEO-designate Willie Walsh
said, CFM has been a part-
ner sinee 2016, and supports
IndiGo’s fleet of over 375
Airbus planes. “With a
strong installed base, manu-
facturing in Pune, a broad
local supplier network, and
advanced engineering in
Bengaluru, we remain com-
mitted to supporting Indi-
Go's growth and expanding
our presence in India,” said
GE Aerospace chairman &
CEOH Lawrence Culp Jr.

Separately, Honeywell
Aerospace announced that
IndiGo has selected its av-
ionics and power systems
for its order of 810 new Air-
bus A320neo aireraft.
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Air India global rankings

Air India has been ranked faurth among
theworld's most ondtime airlines in
June 2026, recording an 86.85% on-
tirme arrival rate.
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