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nghtnlng hits Ind1g0 flight at Kolkata

mﬂl 1DC
KOLKATA, JUNE 19

Two Indigo ground staff
were injured on Friday
morning at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport
here when lightning
struck an Agartala-
bound A-320 aircraft of
the private airline, car-
rying 147 persons
including six crew mem-
bers, shortly before its
take-off. The aircraft
(VT-IPW) was operating

Flight GE 6068 of the air-
line.

The two ground staff
were rushed to a nearby
private hospital for
treatment while the pas-
sengers and crew were
deboarded as a precau-
tionary measure since
the aircraft experienced
a anerﬂﬂ' after the
lightning strike, an
Ailrport Authority of
India spokesperson
said. The affected duo
was released after a
medical check-up, he
added. The incident

'AF

Lightning strikes IndiGo aircraft at Kolkata airport,

injures ground staff.

took place between 9.25
am and 9.35 am follow-
ing the closure of board-
ing when the aircraft

— BY ARRANGEMENT

was on Stand 56L. The
airport was being
soaked by the first spell
of monsoon rain, cou-

pled with thunder-
storms, The passengers
were accommodated in
another Indigo aircraft
which took off at 1250
PITL

Meanwhile, North
Bengal was affected by a
heavy downpour since
Thursday mnight. In
Darjeeling, a landslide
hit a part of National
Highway 110  and
brought toy train serv-
ice in the hills to a halt.
At Dudhia, a bridge was
swept away in the high
river current.
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Lightning hits
IndiGo flight
PTI

KOLKATA

An Agartala-bound IndiGo
flight was struck by lightning
while parked at Kolkata air-
port on Friday morning amid
a thunderstorm, forcing the
airline to deboard passengers
and arrange an alternative air-
craft. An AAI official said the
Airport Operations Control
Centre (ADCC) had issued
weather alerts in view of the
prevailing condition.
CONTINUED ON NATION

MUMBAI

Lightning hits IndiGo...
The aireraft, IndiGo flight 6EG0E8 (VI-IPW), was
on stand at aerobridge 56L when it was struck by
lightning at around 9.30 am. The lightning affected
the aircraft's power system, causing a “sudden
power off”, the official said. There were 141 passen-
gers and six crew members on board the A320 air-
craft when the lightning struck, No passengers
were injured in the incident

As a precautionary measure, the airline
deboarded the passengers and later operated the
flight using an A321 aircraft (VI-ICD).

The flight, originally scheduled o depart at 920
am, eventually left for Agartala ar 12,50 pm.

According to IndiGo, two ground staff were
slightly “affected” and were taken to a hospital for
treatment. They were discharged immediately
after a medical check-up, the offidal said.

Kolkata and adjoining districts have been wit-
nessing thunderstorms and rain since Friday
morming, leading to waterlogging in several areas
and traffic disruptions.

20 JUNE 2026
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IndiGo aircraft grounded after
lightning strike at airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: An IndiGo air-
craft scheduled to fly from Kol-
kata to Agartala was struck by
lightning while parked at Kol-
kata airport on Friday morn-
ing amid thunderstorm and
rain conditions, airport author-
ities said. No passengers were
injured in the incident.
According to an official
statement issued by the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI),
IndiGo flight 6E6068, operated
by Airbus A320 aircraft VT-
IPW, experienced a lightning
strike while stationed at stand
56L between 9:25 am and 9:35
am. The incident occurred dur-
ing prevailing thunderstorm
and rain conditions for which
weather alerts had earlier been
circulated by the Airport Oper-
ations Control Centre (AQCC).
The aircraft had completed
boarding when the lightning
strike occurred. There were 141
Eﬁa.ssengers and six crew mem-
rs on board at the time. Air-
port authorities said the aircraft
suffered a sudden power outage
following the strike, prompting
the airline to arrange a replace-
ment aircraft.

REPRESENTATIVE PIC

Key Points

» IndiGo flight 6E6068
was struck by lightning
while parked at Kolkata
airport

# The incident occurred
Friday morning during
severe thunderstorm and
heavy rainfall conditions

» There were 141 pas-

sengers and six crew
members onboard
during incident

» Airport authorities
confirmed no passengers
sustained injuries from the
lightning strike

» As precaution, passen-
gers were deboarded
and shifted to a
replacement aircraft

As a precautionary mea-
sure, all passengers were
deboarded and later accommao-
dated on another IndiGo air-
craft, VT-ICD, an Airbus A321.
The flight, originally scheduled
to depart at 9:20 am, eventu-
ally left Kolkata at 12:50 pm.
The affected aircraft was sub-

sequently declared Aircraft on
Ground (AOG).

AAT said two ground per-
sonnel were slightly affected
and were taken to hospi-
tal for medical examination.
According to the airline, both
were later declared normal
and discharged.
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State, AAI initiates Malda Airport
revival; Carries out joint survey

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MALDA: The long-awaited
revival of Malda Airport has
moved a step closer to reality
after a joint team from the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAT)
and the West Bengal Trans-
port Department conducted a
detailed inspection of the air-
Eon recently to assess its feasi-
ility under the Centre’s UDAN
(Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik)
regional connectivity scheme.
The inspection team, led
by AAI Joint General Man-
ager Subir Sarkar and Man-
ager (Operations) Suhaib Nasir
Khan, examined the existing
runway, airport infrastructure
and other facilities at the cur-
rently non-operational airstrip.
The visit forms part of ongoing
efforts to explore the possibil-
ity of restoring passenger flight
services from Malda.
Following the inspection,
the team held a meeting with
District Magistrate Rajanvir
Singh Kapur and senior district

officials to discuss the present
status of the airport and the
requirements for making it
operational.

According to officials, a
detailed survey report and
feasibility assessment will be
prepared by the AAT and sub-
mitted to the district adminis-
tration. The report will outline
the infrastructural upgrades
needed and determine the via-
bility of the airport under the
UDAN scheme.

Speaking about the ini-
tiative, District Magistrate
Rajanvir Singh Kapur said:
“The state government is com-

mitted to improving regional
connectivity and the revival
of Malda Airport remains a
priority. As directed by the
Hon'ble Chief Minister, we are
working closely with all con-
cerned agencies to facilitate the
process.”

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the survey, he added:
“The feasibility report from
AAT will be crucial in identify-
ing the infrastructure require-
ments and the roadmap for
operationalisation.”

Officials from the Airports
Authority of India indicated
that extension of the exist-

ing runway would be essen-
tial before regular passenger
flight services, particularly
berween Malda and Kolkata,
can begin. The survey will also
evaluate other technical and
safety requirements necessary
for commercial operations.

An AAI official associ-
ated with the inspection said:
“The objective of the survey
is to assess the present infra-
structure and identify the
improvements required for
operationalisation. Connec-
tivity under the UDAN scheme
can significantly benefit
the region.”

The proposed revival of
Malda Airport is expected to
boost trade, tourism, invest-
ment, and employment oppor-
tunities across the district and
adjoining areas. Improved air
connectivity would not only
reduce travel time but also
strengthen Malda's position
as an important commercial
and administrative hub of
North Bengal.
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Beware: Fake cab apps targeting airport travellers

Cabbies mimic
user interface of
popular aggregator
platforms to produce
inflated bills

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

ab drivers at the Kem-

pegowda International

Airport (KIA) are using
fake apps that mimic ride ag-
gregator platforms and gener-
ate inflated fares, passengers
allege.

A passenger travelling from
the airport to Malleswaram
earlier this month paid Rs 400
more than the fare shown on
the app.

“1 clearly remember book-
ing the cab forabout Rs 720 on
Rapido. Thedriver's phone dis-
plaved Rs 1110," said 38-vear
old Prateek N.

mwmmmmﬂmm
more than the fare shown on the app. DH PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

“Heclaimed that this wasbe-
cause of the hiked-up parking
fee at theairport and the traffic
en route that the total fare had
increased, Since I was in a hur-
rv, | didn'targue with the driver
and paid the amount. But later,
when I checked the app, it dis-
played the original amount.”

While BIAL, the airport
OpETator, CNCoUrages passen-

gers to opt for one of its eight
authorised cab partners (OLA,
Uber, Uber Black, Namma
Yatri, Quick Ride, WTI Cabs,
Airport Taxi and Blr Airport
Taxi), riders have also Magged
similar concerns with some of
these platforms.

Another passenger who
travelled from the airport to
Electronics City last month

Not limited to the airport: Rapido
A Rapido spokesperson urging passengers to go
said the company hadre-  only by what the Rapido
ceived complaintsabout  appdisplayson their
similar situations and phone.
that the problem was not While Uber did not say
limited to the airport. whether it had received

“When it has come similar complaints, a
to our notice, we have spokesperson said riders
investigated the mat- can seek support from
ter, refunded the extra the 24x7 helpline and get
amount tothe customer,  aresponsein less than
and also taken strict 30 seconds for any fare
actionagainst thedriver,” discrepancies at the end
the spokesperson said, of the trip.

booked a cab on Uber for Rs
1,330, but the driver claimed
the total fare was over Rs
2.000.

The passenger alleged a
scam after noticing discrep-
ancies on the driver’s phone
screen.

While the scam was initially
Nageed last vear, it has resur-
faced since April. Users shared
similar mstances on X.

“There area few driverswho

are pushing this scam," said G
Narayanaswamy, president,
Karnataka Chalakara Okkuta.
“How it works is that they
will book a ride on any regular
app, start it with the OTP, and
simultaneously, they will also
start the ride on a second app,
which shows doubled fares.
“These fake apps almost
look the same as Uber and
Rapido. Some also use made-
up screenshots, which display

HOWTHE
SCAMWORKS

= Ridersbook atripona
genuine app, start itusing
the OTP, and simultane-
ously activate a second

= The second app shows
afake, doubled fare to
mislead or justify over-
charging.

= Scam apps closely mim-
W S0me apps even gener-
ate fabricated screenshots
showing exaggerated fares
to appear !egmmale

® Confuse riders and
extract higher payments
or justify unauthorised
charges.

high fares.” He said the issue
had come to the union's notice
over the past few weeks and it
had warned drivers against us-
ing such platforms.
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AHMEDABAD

Inaugural Ahmedabad
flight takes off
Ahmedabad’s Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel 1
ernational Airport (S-

VPIA)

between Gujarat and Sri
Lanka The new route is
expected Lo improve
conneactivity lor to

business travellers

members of the

and Sri Lankan dias

with the launch of the
“Chalo Colombo, Haalo Sri
Lanka™ campaign, which
aims to promote tourism

and cultural exchanpes

between India an
Lanka
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Abhishek alleges security threat
on Kolkata airport premises

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLEATA

Trinamool Congress gener-
al secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee has claimed that he
faced a security threat on
the premises of the Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose In-
ternational Airport here on
Friday night.

In a social media post on
Saturday, he alleged that

while he was leaving the
airport, “armed indivi-
duals were apprehended
[in the parking area], lead-
ing to serious questions
about his security”.

In a widely circulated vi-
deo, a man in a yellow kur-
ta can be seen trying to
hide a gun under a cloth on
the airport premises. He
was reportedly dragged
away by Trinamool sup-

porters and others. The
Hindu was not able to veri-
fy the veracity of the video.

On Friday night,
when Mr. Banerjee was
scheduled to arrive at the
airport, Trinamool and
BJP supporters clashed
outside the airport. Trina-
mool supporters who
came to greet Mr. Banerjee
alleged that women sup-
porters were manhandled.
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Eggs at airport

B AIRPORT: A group alleg-
edly carrving eggs and
arms was spotted outsicde
anarrival gate of Caleut-
ta alrport shortly before
Trinamool MP Abhishek
Banerjee arrived from
Delhl on Friday night
The group was confront-
ed by Trinamool sup-
porters, prompting police
intervention. Abhishek
was escorted out through
another gate.
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Lightning hits plane in
Kol airport, 2 staff hurt

Subhro Niyogi &
Tamaghna Banerjee | tnn

Kolkata: A lightning struck
an Agartala-bound IndiGo
aireraft, with 141 passengers
and six crew members on bo-
ard, moments before departu-
re at the Kolkata airport on
Friday morning. An immedi-
ate power outage and panic
among flvers forced the airli-
ne to deboard the passengers
and arrange for a replace-
ment aireraft after mandato-
ry safety inspections.

Two ground staff mem-
bers, who were on the tarmac,
had to be taken to a hospital.
They were discharged after
treatment. The incident oc-
curred around 9.30 am, when
the Airbus A320 Neo was sta-
tioned at Stand 561 and ready-

ing for departure.

According to airport offi-
cials, boarding was comple-
ted and the aircraft doors we-
re closed when lightning
struck the plane. The blin-
ding flash and the deafening
thunderclap not only shook
the passengers and crew
members but also briefly
knocked out power inside the
aireraft, adding tothe anxiety
on board. Some reported tem-
porary hearing difficulties.

“As a precautionary mea-
sure, passengers were debo-
arded and taken back to the
terminal. After the aircraft
underwent the required in-
spections, the airline arran-
ged for an alternative air-
craft. The flight finally took
of at12.50 pm,"” anairport offi-
cialsaid.

20 JUNE 2026
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DGCA turns to Al, ML for

aviation regulation 2.0

P
Raohit Vaid

Wew Emalhi

The civil aviation safety reg-
ulator is working on a next-
peneration version of its
“GCA platform, with plans
1o tncorporate artificial in-
telligence  (Al}, machine
learning (ML}, blockchain
and predictive surveillance
capabilities as pary of a major
digital transfermation of the
country’s aviation regulatory
ecosyatem, industry insiders
tokd Businessine.

According to tender docu-
irverits reviewed by lusines-
lire, the aviation regulator is
secking a Technology Project
Mamagement Unit  (Tech-
PMUT to support the imple-
mentation of e(CA 2.0,

The proposed platform is
expected 1o place significant
om iz on emerging tech-
nuilfg:lh'a:a. rrﬁulatoﬁhmv
logy soluthong, cybersecurity
and data profection
compliance,

TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN
Besides, the documents in-
dicate thar the new frame-
work will utilise vechnolo
gies such as
decision-intelligence  solu-
tions and predictive surveil
lance ools o strengrhen
regulatory oversight and im-
prove the efficiency of awi-
arlon-related approvals and
monitoring mechanisms.
Per the document, the
proposed system k= expected
to focus on  application
framework design, mtegra-
thon planning, risk manage-
ment, cloud  hosting
strategies, cyber security ar-
chitecture, dissster recovery
systems, dashboards and
analytics capabilities,
Speaking 1o businessline,
industry inssders said the ini
tiative could significantly en-
hance the regulabor’s ability
tor undertake dava-driven su
pervision, automate work-
Aows and identify safety or
compliance risks through

predictive and intelligence-
hazed tonls,

The development as-
suimies significance at a time
when India’s sviation sector
is witnessing rapid expan-
sion in passenger  traffic,
fleet induction and airport
infrastructure development,
necessitating 4 more techno-
logy-driven and scalable reg-
ulatory architecture.

SEEHKS EXPFERTISE
Additionally, according to
the tender documents, the
selection process for the
technology partner will fol-
low an “H0:20 Quility-ciim-
Cosr-Based Selection”
(QCBS) methodology, with
substantial weightage as-
signed to capabilitics in Al,
machine leamning, block-
chain, regulatory technology,
avintion domain expertisc,
cybersecurity and compli-
ance ASSUFANCe.

The documents further in-
dicate that the DGCA s seek-
ing specialists with expertize
inemerging technologics, in-
cluding Al, ML, blockchain,
advanced analyrics, cloud
computing, natural l:mguu?t
processing and digital intelli-
gence, as part of the pro-
posed programme manage-
ment strscture, Insiders zaid
the new platform |s expected
o fay the foundation for o
mare integrated, transpar-
ent and technology-enabled
aviation regulatory ecosys-
tem capable of supporting
the long-term growth of [n-
din's civil aviation sector,
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Provide Wi-Fi: DGCA to all airlines

Only on
28 Al aircraft

Air India website
shows in-flight
Wi-Fi is avaiable
on 28 aircraft—
six Boeing 787-9,
six Airbus A350-
900, 10 Airbus
A321 and six
Boeing 777-300.
The retrofit
Boeing 787-Bs
are provisioned
to offer Wi-Fi

S5 LALITHA @@ Mew Delhi

THE Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has requested
that all domestic airlines pro-
vide Wi-Fi internet access to
their passengers on board.

As of date, only 28 Air India
aireraft offer such connectivity
Multiple airline executives said
it is highly unlikely that the
airlines would comply with the
request.

A communication issued on
Friday (June 19) by the Deputy
Director General of DGCA, AX
Joseph, to the Accountable
Manager of all airlines states,
“Rule 288 of the Alrcraft Rules
1937 allows the use of internet
services by passengers on
board an aireraft in flight

Carriers warn of cost

An airline executive said,
“The expenses for retrofitting
will run into crores and the
aircraft needs to be pulled
out of operations
tempaorarily. It can be
considered for new aircraft,
but not on exisiting ones”

through Wi-Fi for use of smart-
phones in flight mode or air-
plane mode."” It has been issued
as a Civil Aviation Require-
ment (CAR) too, it added.

IndiGo did not respond to
this reporter while Air India
Express sought more time to
get back on the matter.

A SpiceJet source said the

airline has been offering an in-
flight entertainment system
‘Spice screen’ for all its passen-
gers since August 2020, using
which they can view movies
and other content available.

Asked about the possibility
of incorporating Wi-Fi servic-
&5, an airline source said, “It is
not an easy process. The air-
craft needs to have antennae to
receive a signal. For that, we
need tocreate a hump in the fu-
selage. It is a costly and time-
consuming affair”

Another airline executive
said the cost would ultimately
be borne by the consumer. “If
we add T100 or T200 as Wi-Fi
charges, the passenger might
even not be interested,” the ex-
ecutive said.



Corporate Communications Directorate

STATESMEN DELHI 21 JUNE 2026

AAI holds 'Yatri Suvidha Diwas'
to enhance passenger experience

The Airports ==
Authority of
India (AAl,
under the
aegis ol the
Ministry of
Civil Aviation,
observed
Yarri Suvidha
Driwas across
iLs airport network on 15th June, 2026, reallirming is
commitment o providing a seamless, safe, accessible and
passenger-friendly travel experience As partol YatriSuvidha
Diwas, AAL airports across the country organised a
comprehensive range of passenger-centric activities aimed
at enhaneing the travel experience and fostering greater
engagement with travellers. In addition, bloeod donation
camps, health and eve check-upeamps, airport lamiliarisation
visits and career guidance sessions forstudents were organised
at various locations. The event highlighted AAs continued
cllorts towards improving passenger convenience through
technology-drivenand custome r-locused init atives such as
Digi Yatra, the UDAN Yatri Calé, Flybrary, Kids Zones, ree
Wi-Fi services, acoessibility assistance [or persons with
reduced mobility, medieal Facilities. sel[baggage drop systems,
digital informeation kiosks and robust grievance redressal
mechanismes,
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