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¥250cr Aerohub turns ghost mall as
footfall dwindles, shops abandoned

TOTAL
PROJECT

ARl investment
CosT |

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE

gld6cr

T250CT  peveloper investment ecnambakkam Reaity Py Lt

far commercial
& West parking
blocks

*AAl took in Oct 2025 after Meenambakkam
Rzalty Pyt Lid agreament was terminated

LAND PROVIDED

74,550:0n

uuit-lpama.
9,08,000

sqft

7104cr

LICENSE FEE REVENUE -
From 11 Oct 2025 to

MLCP revenue

Commercial outlet revenue

31 March 2026 712cr

Opened In 2023, The Airport Mall Was Expected To Emerge As A Premium
Space For Flyers, Visitors And Residents Uf Nearby f\fexghbourhoods

Venhadesan.S@timesofindia.com

he Aerohub mall inside
Chennai airport, openad
in 20%3, was expected fo
emerge as 4 premium
Spubize For ﬂ_L='1 . Vis
and residents of nearby nely
hoods. Now, it resemb|
warchouse, Barring the @
cine T
outlets, most of the mall's 2,41 lakh
sgft of built-up aren remains vacant.
With litide io draw visitors, footfall
has been dwindling
There has been scant interest
from commercial brands in setting
up shop in the mall, despite Air-
ports Authority of India (AAD Dot
ing tenders to lease out the space
AATL hiad earlh BT Ler |||||||.-:l = 15-

3 LETL (VT
the mall's malntenance  Parking
management has since

been handed over o

third-party
Enterprises

inls said the contracts
of shops signed with the previous
concessioniire  had  beon  termi
nated and that fresh tenders were
Being MNoated In phases oo stirset
International and premiom brands
The Aerahub's east and west hiocks,

comprising commercinl space and
parking lota reapectively, were devel
oped on 1.82 lakh sqft by Meenam
bakkam Realty Pvi Lid under a
publie-private partnership through
the  design-build-operate-maintain
mode] at a cost of €2

ri50 crore. Of
thiz, AAL Invested #1468 crove, while
the rest was put in by the contractorn

According to available data, rev-
enue from the conmmircial
outlets betwean Oct last yenr and
Mareh this year was 212 crore, while
parking revenue stood at 218 crore.

Frequent flyers said i was dis
heartening to soe such a focility re-
main underutiiised. “Chennai air-
port is already slipping down the
ranking: Bengaluru, Hyderabad
and otk alrports attracting alr
lines, passengers and investors with
thelr state-of-the-art facilithes. Aero
huly was @ good initiative in this
direction, bt the project petting
embroiled in legal con
troversy even before
realising it fall rev
enue poteniial is unfortunate. It will
make investors think twice before
tuking up projects hore. Leaving
such a large premium space within
the airport premises unused is a
criminal was f resources.” said §
Mukesh, a frequent Nyer on his way
to Europe for business,

]
B
&
i
H
H
8
E 2

ANYBODY HOME? There has been scant interest from commercial brands in
sotting up shop in the mall, despite AAl floating tenders to lease out the space

He, along with others, sald priva

tising the airport could improve meat-
ters in Chennal. Dayanand Krishnan
a city-based Iransport activisi, said
‘Parking charpes at Chennal airpart
|u higher than 2 F
¢ Botter utilisation of the
eommercial space could help make
parking more affordnble.”

“The return on investment for
Avrohub is positive, as it 1s generat
ing about 6,060 crore, secording to
AME own data. 1T the commercial
space is utilised well. parking charg-
s can be reducsd Ing 1 more
convenient for fyers.” he added.

controversy even before realising its full
revenue potential is unfortunate
S Mukesh, Frequant nyer

“ The project getting embroiled in legal

#19cr
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airporton a costlier flight path

Aera says greenfield airports need longer runway to recover investments

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 20 May

The Airports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (Aera) has set the user
development fee (UDF) for Navi
Mumbai airport in the range of ¥620-738
for each departing domestic passenger,
about 3.5x higher than the UDF charged
at Mumbai airport.

Aera issued the tariff order for Navi
Mumbai International Airport, the
Adani Group-led operator of the
recently inaugurated airport, on
Wednesday. Under the order, each
departing domestic passenger at Navi
Mumbai airport will pay ¥620 as UDF
between June 1, 2026, and March 31,
2027, while arriving domestic
passengers will pay X270.

The UDF will rise every year until
2029-30 (FY30). By FY30, departing
domestic passengers will pay ¥738,
while the fee for arriving domestic
passengers will increase to I322.

At Mumbeai airport — managed by
Adani Group-led Mumbai International
Airport — Aera had fixed the UDF in
May last year at 175 for each departing
domestic passenger for the period
between May 16,2025, and March 31,
2029. The UDF for each arriving
domestic passenger at the airport was
fixed at X75.

In astatement on Wednesday, Aera
said airport charges at greenfield
airports, such as Navi Mumbai airport,
are generally higher in the initial years
tosupport recovery of investments and
ensure viable operations, compared

with mature brownfield airports such as
Mumbai airport. Therefore, the tariff
structure of a greenfield airport cannot
be directly compared with thatof an
established brownfield airport with
significantly higher and stable
passenger traffic, itadded. The UDF is
usually collected by airlines at the time
ofticket booking and included in the
final airfare paid by passengers. Airlines
then transfer the collected UDF to the
airport operator concerned.

With the tariff structures of both
Mumbai airports now finalised, airfares
from Navi Mumbai airport are expected
tobe higher than those from Mumbai
airport. The UDF for each departing
international passenger at Navi Mumbai
airport has been fixed at 31,225 for the
period between June 1, 2026, and March

31,2027. The fee will increase gradually
every financial year until FY30, when it
will reach X1,459 per passenger.

Similarly, the UDF for each arriving
international passenger at the new
airport has been fixed at ¥525 until
March 31,2027.

This will alsorise gradually every
financial year until FY30, when it will
touch X625 per passenger.

At Mumbai airport, the UDF for
international passengers differs
between economy and business class

User development fees for domestic flights

travellers. Each departing international (/passenger) *Fixed for period between
passenger travelling in economy class P I S May 16, 2025, and March 31,
- O AT JU N i Haratpe it e zglﬁgcreases radually in each
airport, while each arriving Embarking passenger 175* 620-738™* FAncl yeagr el
international economy passenger has to . . . = 2026 and March 31, 2030:
pay 3260. These tariff rates will remain Disembarking passenger 5 2]0-32 Source: Aera

in force until March 31, 2029.
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Lower UDF OKed for
Navi Mumbai Airport

Mumbai: India’s airport ia-
riff regulator has approved a
lower-than-proposed user de-
velopment fee (UDF) for the
Navli Mumbai International
Alrport, cutting the operator’s
projected revenue recovery for
the 2025-30 control period and
moderating charges at the co-
untry's newest greenfield nir-
ot
The Alrports Eoo-
momic Regulatory
Authority of India
(AERA) Widnesday fixed the
domestic UDF for departing
passengers at A0 for FY27, ko
wer than the 742 sought by Na-
vi Mumbai International Air-
port Lid (NMIAL), Internatio-
nal departing passengoers will
pay 71,225 against the 1,467
proposed by the airport opera-
tor, according (o an AERA or-
der;, reviewed by ET. The regu-
lator also reduced the airport's
agEregate revenue  require-
ment (ARR) to 014,087 crore
from the 28,290 crore propo-
seed under NMLAL'S multi-vesr
tariff proposal
—Forum Gandhi
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Aera clears user fee
hike for NMIAL

lamd-opersted Maw | Muomhal
A Intermatisnal Airport Lid (NMIAL) hes

received a green light from the country's
clvil aviagbon minkstry's tarlff regulstory body to
Incresse domestic user develo prent fees
(UDFab by &% lrom Apeil next vear. The operalor
Il had propaosed o 200% hike from LAl 2027,
Mavi Murmbal airports LDFs are already the
second-hghest of any major Indsan atrport after
GMR-run Hyelerabad airport.

On Wednesday, the Adrpons Econsmie
Regulatory Authority (SNERA approved the wser
losmestie fises for the alrport. sakd betwisen |
Jume 226G and 1 March 3027, domestic
passenge s departing from Navi Mumbal sirpart
willl pay a fiee ol P20 while amiving passengers
willl pay Y270, These are the sime rabes.
sk s e paving at present. The alrgson
can increase s prices by 6% from L Apeil 2027 o
1 March 2001, faking the UDF to T738 for
cloanesai RESSETREE TS l.|l.'| KarTliE T thie air pLigl
and T for those arriving. ABHISHEN LAW
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SC refuses to entertain plea over renaming
Navi Mumbai International Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to enter-
tain a plea seeking a direc-
tion to the Centre to take a
time-bound decision on
the Maharashtra
Government's proposal
regarding the renaming of

the Navi Mumbai
International Airport.
The Maharashtra

Government had forwarded
a proposal to rename the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport as ‘Lokneta DB Patil
Navi Mumbai International
Airport’.

“This will amount to

indulging in policy making,”
a bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant and |ustices Joymalya
Bagchiand Vipul M Pancholi
told the counsel appearing
for the petitioner organisa-

tion ‘Prakashjhot Samajik
Sanstha“

The bench said it was not
inclined to entertain the
plea challenging a
November 2025 order of the

Bombay High Court, which
had dismissed the petition.

The bench granted liberty
to the petitioner to pursue
the case before the compe-
tent authority.

“Is it the function of the
court that what should be
the name of an airport?”
the bench observed during
the hearing.

The counsel appearing
for the petitioner said there
was a demand to rename
the airport in the name of
DB Patil.

The counsel said the state
government had send a pro-
posal to the Centre for renam-
ing the airport but nothing
has been done yet.
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Ranchi Airportgets BirsaMunda
statue,new passengerfacilities

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mew Dedfi, 20 May

In a significant step towards
enhancing pussenger experience
and promoting inchisive airport
infrastructure, a series of
passenger-centric and culurally
significant facilities were
inaugurated at Ranchi’s Birsa
Munda Airport by Union
Ministerof Civil Aviation Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu, in

the presence of Minister of

State for Defence Sanjay Seth,

The newly inaugurated
facilities includet he Bhagwan
Birsa Munda Feature Wall with

State, UDAN Yot Café, AVSAR
Counter, Kids Zone and Fybrary:
The Bhagwan Birsa Munda
Feature Wall with statue is a
iributetoBhagwan BisaMunda
The installation, reflecting
Jharkhand's cultural heritage
and historical legacy, will offer
passengers animmersiveand
visually engaging experdence.

Speaking on the occasion,
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
statedk “Today's unveiling of
the statue of Dharti Aaba
Bhagwan Birsa Munda is an
occasontohonour theconfhence
of tribal pride and modern
development. [ firmly believe

that our airports should not
merely serve as centres of
travel, but should reflect the
identity; heritage and spirit of
the states they represent. Every
passenger armving at Ranchi
Airportwill now bewelcomed
by the inspiring legacy of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda Ji and
introduced to the soul of
Jharkhand."

The Minister furtheradded:
“Through Modified UDAN,
100 new airports and 200
heliports will be developed
across thecountry, immensely
benefiting tribal regions and

The Statesman

Thu,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/73318236

21 May 2026

aspirational districts.”
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Air India Boeing 787’s fuel switch module to be examined

h'm'l‘nutnl'lmll.
Bew Delli

A deralled examination will
be carried our of an Alr India
Dreamliner abreraft's  fuel

control  switch  module,
which ibly had lssues as
d by a pilot in Febro-

ary, and the airline said it is
understond thar the evalu-
arion isbeing done 38 a meas-
wre of abuy caution.

Om Fel ¢ 2 an Alr In-
dia pilot ﬁ”& ed a defect
with the fuel control switch
of the Boelng 787-8 plane
VT-ANX after operating the
Al132 flight.

“The plane faced a fued con-
wrof swirch issue during en-
gine start in London on Feb-
ruary 1.

Later, Alr India carrled oot
a precautiomary re-inspec-
dons of the fuel control
awitch acrogs all is opera-
tonal Boelng 7B? alrerafi
and no ssnes were ldentified
during these checks.

DETAILED PROBE
Sources said the Directorare
General of Civll Aviation
(DAY has decided thar a
detafled examination of the
particubsr  switch  module
will be carried our ar Boe-
ing’s facility inthe US.

PRECAUTIONARY RE-INSPECTIONS. An Air India pilot
reparted a defect with the Ffuel controd switch of the Boeing 787-8
plane VT-AMX after operating the A1 132 fight an February 2

In regponse [0 a query  spolesperson on Toesday
about the particularfuel con-  sald the fuel switch module
tral switch, an Alr India  had already been confirmed

ag fully funcrional by both
dmo.n nalm.LL‘l-lpmm:man—
ufactorer (OEM) and the
DA,

FURTHER REVIEW

“The deciston w proceed
with further review and test-
Ineg Is undersrood to be Inten-
ded to ensurea thoroughand
conclusive evahetion of the
component, as 3 measure of
abundant caurkon.

“This additional step in-
volves examination in a con-
rolled laborarory environ-
ment 1o definitively confirm
itz performance and Integ-
rity. We fully thi
process,” the spokesperson

said. Meanwhile, on Febru-
E{j aviatlon w

CA'S Indrial examination
of the fuel control switch is-
sne found thar by
oorrect prmeﬁuem
followed In operating the
switch, and the airlime was
asked toensure thar the crew

follows all the right
procedures.
The functioning of the fuel

control switch i bn fiocus fid-
lowing the crash of Akr In-
dia’s Boeing TB7-B alreraft
thar killed 260 PeT on
June 12 lasg vear as the pre-
limin robe £ mef-
et off sosnn after rake-off.
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Indiato
monitor Boeing
fuel switch test

Indian officials plan

to travel to Seattle to
observe Boeing's testing
of a fuel-control switch
panel that was removed
from an Air India 787 in
February after the pilots
ona London-Bengaluru
flight flageed a possible
defects.
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LONDON-BENGALURU FLIGHT

Indiatomonitor Boeing fuel-switch test tied to Air India incident’

NEW DELHI, REUTERS

ndian air safety officials plan

to travel to Seattle to observe

Boeing'stesting of a fuel-control
switch panel that was removed from
an Air India 787 in February, after
the pilots on a London-Bengaluru
flight flagged a possible defect,
according to documents seen by
Reuters.

The testing, deseribed by Indian
officials as “sensitive”, renews the
spotlight on the switches on Boeing
Dreamliners that regulate the flow
of jet fuel into a plane’s engines as
investigators prepare a final report
into an Air India 787 crash that
killed 260 people in Ahmedabad
last June. The switches, designed
to be immovable without specific
actions from pilots, have come un-
der scrutiny since the preliminary
report into the crash found they had
been shut off nearly simultaneously,
starving the engines of fuel.

During the February incident in
London, the pilots observed during
the engine start that the fuel switch-
es did not remain fixed in the “run™
position on the first two attempts
when light vertical pressure was
applied but were stable on a third
try before takeoff, the DGCA said
previously.

UK authorities investigated
the incident, but Boeing privately
told Air India in February that the
module containing the fuel switches
was found to be “serviceable”, ac-
cording to an email seen by Reuters.
The DGCA had said the switches
passed checks. The module was
nevertheless sent to a Boeing facility
in Seattle for testing, according to
confidential emails seen by Reuters
being reported for the first ime.

As “the matter is sensitive in
nature, Air India is hereby directed
to ensure that the strip/test exami-
nation at OEM’s (Boeing) premises
is carried outin the presence of a

DGCA officer,” Manish Kumar, a

DGCA deputy director of airworthi-

ness, wrote in his March 9 email.
While it is not unusual for

plane-makers to perform such anal-
yses for airline customers, the email
did not explain why the regulator

considered the matter sensitive and

insisted on attending.
In a statement, Air India said

the module was confirmed as
“fully functional” by Boeing and the

DGCA, but the decision to proceed
with further testing is “understood

to be intended to ensure a thorough
and conclusive evaluation asa

measure of abundant caution”.
The additional testing “involves

examination in a controlled labo-

ratory environment to definitively
confirmits performance and integ-
rity”, said Air India, which is owned
by the Tata Group and Singapore
Airlines.

The DGCA, Kumar, and Boeing
did not respond to Reuters’ queries.

Meanwhile, the US Federal
Aviation Administration, which
regulates Boeing aircraft, has
said last year's Air India crash, the
world's deadliest in a decade, does
not appear to have been caused bya
mechanical issue,

Recorded dialogue between the
two pilots on the flight suggested
that the captain cut the flow of fuel
to the engines, while the first officer
was flying the plane, Reuters report-
ed last year citing a source briefed
on US officials’ early assessment.

Such a prospect was denounced
by a pilots' union in India and the
captain’s father, who called for an
independent investigation to look
into other causes.
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Air India to Focus on
Al to Save X100 crore

New Delhi: Air India pkans tosave around
100 crore annually by using Alextensivels
sadd Satva Rumnswimy chief dlgital snd
technology offtcer: The Tata Group-owned
airtine has developed more than 30 Al tools
inhouse, applying it in multiple instances,
ranging from simple use cases |ike hand-
|]l'|i: ""Il"l"lrl'lr'l'li"."rl'll'liiil.r“"' by miare com [ﬂ"’h
applications ke proedictive decksion ma

King for the maintenance of its Ak-alreraft
fleat. —-'hnnda.mM.uumdm
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Air India cuts flights amid
rivals’ capacity expansion

Abhishek Law
abhishek.law@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Air India is cutting
domestic and international
capacity this summer, flying up
to 5% fewer flights on domestic
routes and nearly 40% less on
international corridors com-
pared with a year ago, as a
depleted fleet, surging jet fuel
costs, and war-related airspace
closures squeeze the Tata
Group carrier.

The airline and its low-cost
subsidiary Air India Express
together offered roughly 9.24
million domestic seats in April
and May, down from 9.71 mil-
lion a year ago, even as India’s
largest carrier, IndiGo,
expanded domestic capacity 6%
to 23.04 million seats and new-
comer Akasa Air grew 5% to
1.63 million seats, according to
data from aviation analytics
firm OAG reviewed by Mint.
Seats are a measure of capacity
for airlines.

The move reflects pressures
that analysts say have pushed
Air India's network strategy
into what one expert calls ‘sur-
vival mode’. Domestic jet fuel
prices surged by over 94%
between February and May,
and airspace over Pakistan has
been shut since April 2025.

Subsequent closures over
Iran, Iraq, and West Asia due to
the war have forced longer
flight times and steeper operat-
ing costs on international
routes.

Aggravating the issue is a

q“‘*%\n

Rising jet fuel costs and war-
related airspace closures hit

AirIndia operations.  REUTERS
shrinking fleet: the Air India
group operated around 258 air-
craft in April-May, down 11%
from a year ago, with Air India
alone having some 21 planes
grounded, double last year's
figure, and Air India Express
sitting with nearly 12 aircraft
idle, almost three times the
year-ago number, according to
Gagan Dixit, senior vice presi-
dent-Aviation, Oil and Gas, at
Elara Capital.

Air India, Air India Express,
IndiGo and Akasa Air are yet to
respond to a questionnaire
from Mint.

The FY26 annual report of
Singapore Airlines, which has a
25.1% stake in Air India, states
that Air India could report a
$2.8-billion loss in the last fis-
cal. The Indian carrier is yet to
declare its FY26 numbers.

IndiGo and Akasa both have
more planes in the air com-

pared with last year, he said.
IndiGo’s operating fleet is up
6% to 366 aircraft this summer,
while Akasa's has risen nearly
30% to 38.

“Over the last 10-12 months,
Air India at a group level has
taken just 7 narrow-body air-
craft deliveries from Boeing. On
the other hand, IndiGo had 44
deliveries from Airbus, indicat-
ing that it is replacing the old
fleet with more fuel-efficient
planes to bring down costs and
tap the market better. Akasa is
having one plane delivered a
month, on average, ramping up
its fleet. Air India needs to look
into the delivery of aircraft too,
if it has to increase domestic
presence,” Dixit said.

Aviation expert and chief
executive of Pune-based Avia-
laz Consultants, Sanjay Lazar
said Air India’s network plan-
ning ‘has gone into survival
mode’ to protect ‘the more
profitable routes”.

Lazar said the Air India
group's sharpest reductions
were in tier II cities, where
capacity is down by 12%. This
reflected “Air India's Wartime
strategy” where the group is
“preserv(ing) its premium traf-
fic whilst avoiding competing
head-on with IndiGo/Akasa in
smaller regional markets.”

“This is true of the 25
December-26 April matrix that
we have studied. Air India also
pulled out some narrow bodies
to deploy them internationally
to Hanoi, Manila, etc.,” Lazar
said.
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Air Indiain‘survival mode’
whilerivals expand capacity

A depleted fleet, surging fuel costs, and airspace closures squeeze the Tata group-owned carrier

abhishek lysghinvenitoom
MEW DELHI

ir India s cutting domesgse
and interneetional capacity
thils summieT, ogerating up
to 5% fewer fights on
domestlc routes and
nearly 40% fewer on International
roustes companed with a year ago, as
depleted Aeet, surging jet fuel costs,
and war-related alrspace closures.
saquesee Lhe Tata group-owned carder.
Thee alrline and its kow-cost subsidi-
ary Alr Incla Expeess fogether offered
roayghly 824 million domestic seats in
April aned May_ down from 9.7 million
avear ago, even as India’s lagest carrer,
Inclit, expanded domestic capaciiy 6%
to 25,04 million seats and newonmer
Alcasa Albr grew 8% to LES millkon seats,
acenrding to data from aviatken analyt-
les firm OAG reviewed by Miat. Seats
are o mesaere of capacity for airlines.
The move reflects pressures that
analysts say have pushed Alr India’s

network strategy Into what oneexpert. |

calls suervival meode’. Domestic jet fuel
prices surged by over 84% boetween
February and May, and alispace over
Pakistan has been shat since April
2025, subsequent closures over lran,
Iraiy, and Wiest Asda have forced longes
Might times and steeper operating

6% to 566 alreralt this summer, while
Abasa’s has risen mearly $0% to 38,
“Uhver the last B0-12 momths, Abr Inelés
af a groap bevel has tuken just seven
narrow-hody alreraft dediveries from
Bawring lnediCGeo hadd 44 deliveries fom

craft bos, 17t has (o Increase domestle
presence,” Dixit sald

Aviatbon expert and ehiel executive
of Pune-based Avialaz Consultanis,
Sanjay Lazear sald Alr India’s network
plansing “luas gone intosurvival mode®

Air india has reduced domestic capacity by up o 5% and international capacity by nearly 405 year-an-year.

cosmgeeting hissd-onwith IndeGod Adesa
In smaller reglomal morkets”

“This kst olthe 25 December-26
April matrix that we have studied. Ale
Lrilicx sy prualbed o sorme narmow baod-
les to deploy them internationally to

Hanol, Manila, etc,” Lazarsaid.

costs on intermatienal routes. FLEET TROUBLES Abr Indle's domestic capacity has
Apgravating the issoe [sashrink- sy bweem affected by nlrcrali refir-
Ing Mot the Adr Indlagroup oper-  AIR INDIA greup THE groups EXPERTSayithas  OMthe other hand,  hishment, lease returns and rede-
;llﬂd_:lrnml:!.zﬂa]nﬂl't In April- m%mn 1 ;ﬁ;‘gﬁ tel glarmrtlmdm gﬂls:'abla mﬁ;:dmu ph:}m:m_gn{;f'lfmghﬂnl rolfes,
May, down L% from o Vear 3g0.  soeiiMayeompared  amond SAaieral;  recucingeiposure inthe sircompared The 2025-36 anmual report of
with AlrIndbalone havingsome 2l waflmnayes age 33 jats greunded o tier-l markets wiath Rasy yead Singapore Alrlines, which lus a

25 1% stake In Adr India, statesthat

Jets grounded, doulde lost year's
Aguire, aned Alr Indis Express sitting
with nearly B2 alreraft bdle, almost tires
times the year-ago numbser, aceonding
toGagan Dixit, senbor vice president-
aviathon, ol and gis_at Elira Capltal
Il and Akasa both have more
Jots i the abr compared with last year,
e saled IndiGo's opserating feet s up

Abrbes, Indicating that it s replacing
the old Deet with more fuel-efficient
planes to bring down costsand tap the
muarket betier. Akass is having one
aeroplane delivered a month, nwaver-
age. ramping up its Meet. Alr India
nevds (o look nio the delivery of air-

toprotect “the more profiiable rouges".

Lazar sald the Alr India group's
sharpest reductions were n tier- 10 cli-
les, where capacity s down by 2% This
reflected “Alr India’s Wirtime strat-
egy” where the group is “preservilng)
s premium waffle whilst avolding

Adr Inella could report 3 52.8-billion
Tooss i e Basst Alscal Thie Indian carrier
ls yet to checlare bts FY26 numbers,

Adr India, Alr Inclia Express, IndiGao
and Akasa Adr are vet to responid toa
wpuestionnalne from Afine.

Fuow ien extendded version af this story.
gote livemint.com.
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Bihar Cabinet nods to IndiGo Gaya-Bangkok flights

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Patna

The Bihar Cabinet on Wednesday gave
its nod to IndiGo Airlines to operate
direct flights on the Gaya-Bangkok
route for 12 months to enhance inter-
national air connectivity.

The decision was taken at a Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary.

According to a proposal of the civil
aviation department approved by the
cabinet, Interglobe Aviation Limited
(IndiGo) was selected on a nomination
basis after it emerged as the sole
bidder for providing non-stop interna-
tional air service on the route.

The State Government said direct
air connectivity between Gaya
International Airport and Bangkok
would facilitate easier travel for foreign
tourists, particularly Buddhist pilgrims,
and is expected to boost the
State's tourism.

Every year, a large number of
Buddhist tourists from Thailand visit
Bodh Gaya and other Buddhist religious
destinations in the State.

“The commencement of this air
service will promote Buddhist tourism
and expand tourism-related activities
in the State,” the proposal said.

The Government said increased
tourist footfall would also boost eco-
nomic activities in sectors such as
hospitality, transport, handicrafts and

local trade, generating direct and indi-
rect employment opportunities.

In another decision, the cabinet
approved the Young Professionals
Selection Policy-2026 for technical and
specialised services in the Department
of Science, Technology and Technical
Education and its subordinate
institutions.

“With the implementation of this
policy, the Department of Science,
Technology and Technical Education
and its affiliated institutions will be able
to ensure prompt availability of talent-
ed young professionals. Their support
can also be utilised to enhance the effi-

ciency of institutions and in carrying out
research and other activities”, said
the Cabinet note. The Cabinet also
approved the creation of a new post of
Inspector General of Police (Border)
under the Special Branch to strength-
en border security and intelligence
systems along international and
inter-state borders.

Besides, the Cabinet approved con-
tinuation of the recommendations of
the Fifth State Finance Commission
during the financial year 2026-27, as the
recommendations of the Seventh
State Finance Commission are yet to
be received.
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Officials to observe fuel switch testing in Seattle

India eyes Boemg probe

REUTERS AND

ors that regulate the flow of Jet ty", sald Alr Indla, which 1s

OUR BUREAL

New Delhi: Infdian alr safoty
officlals plan to travel to Seat-
tle 0 ohserve Boeing's testing
of a fuelcontrol switch panel
that was removed from an Alr
India 77 In February after the
pllots on a London-Bengahiru
fiight Nagped a possible defact.

Based on recommenda-
tons recetved from the Origt-
nal Equipment Manufacturer
(OEM]), Alr India had earlier
carried out Inspectlon and
functional testing of the fu-
al-conirol switches In accord-
ance with OEM-prescribed
procedures in the presence of
DGCA officers.

Upon review of the in-
spectlon results and evidencs
provided, the OEM concluded
that the switch was mechani-
cally functloning as deslgned
and considerad the unlt ser-
viceahle, the aviation watch-
dog satd.

The Directorate General
of Civil Avlation, as part of the
comtinmed atrworthiness of the
Involved switch, has directed
thelr Inspection at the OEM fa-
cllity in the presence of DGCA
officers, the ministry of civil
aviation sald In a statement.

The testing, described by
Indian officials as “sensitive™,
renews the spotlight on L‘ne
switches on Boelng Dreamlin-

fuel into a plane’s engines as
investigators prepare a final
roport Into an Alr India 787
crash that Killed 260 people In
Cagarat last June

The switches, designed to
bo Immovable without specific
acthons from pllots, have come
mmder scrutiny since the pre-
liminary report into the crash
found they had been shut off
nearty simultaneously, starv-
ing the engines of fosl.

Durlng the February inel-
dent In London, the plots ob-
served during the engine start
that the fuel switches did not
remaln fixed 1o the “run” po-
sltion on the first two attempes
when light vertical pressure
was applied but were stable an
a third try before takeoff, Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avi-
atton (DGCA) sald previously.

UK authoritles Investigat-
ed the incldent, but Boelng
privately told Air India in
February that the module con-
taining the fael switches was
found to be "serviceable”, The
DGCA had satd the switches
passed checks.

The modnle was neverthe-
less sent to a Boeing facility
in Seattle for testing. As “the
matter 1s sensitive In nature,
Alr [nlia 1s hereby directed to
ensure that the strip/test ex-
amination 4t OEM's (Boolng)
premises 1s carried out In the

in Hrderabad on
danoary 28, (Reuters)

presence of 4 DGCA officer™,
Manish Kumar, a DGCA dep-
uty director of alrworthiness,
wrote In his March 9 emall.

While 1t 1s not unusual for
planemakers to perform such
analyses for altine customers,
the emall did not explaln why
the regulator considerad the
matter sensitive and insisted
on attending.

In a statement, Alr India
sald the module was con-
firmed as “fully functional™
by Boelng and the DGCA, Dot
the decision to proceed with
further testing 1s “understood
o be Intended w0 ensure a thor-
ough and conclusive evalua-
tion ... a8 a measure of abun-
dant caution”.

The additlonal testing
“Involves examination In a
controlled laboratory emviron-
ment to definitively confirm
1ts performance and Integrl-

owned by the Tata Group and
Singapore Afrlines.

“We are In contact with
our customer and will contin-
e to support them,” a Boeing
spokesperson satd in a state-
ment.

Jume target

The testing of the switch mod-
Ule 1S e to take place o Juneg
the ematls showed, around the
time of the anmiversary of last
year's crash.

The DGCA now wants to
examine the switch's locking
mechanlsm, Including wheth-
€r external pressure applled
at a partlcular angle could
move it when locked, sald an
Indian govermment official ex-
plalning the reasoning behind
the Seattle visit. The Indian
government “wants to be thor-
ough", the officlal sald on con-
ditlon of anonymity.

While the IMGCA sald pub-
licky in February the switches
“were checked and found sat-
Isfactory”, the UK Civil Avia-
tHom Authority {CAA) queried
the alriine at the fime to un-
derstand why the pllots ook
off with the alleged defect and
reported the incident only on
landing.

Boelng has said it did not
change {ts fusl swiich proce-
dures on the 787 after the June
025 crash,
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Delhi-Ahmedabad
flight suffers bird hit

Tinmes News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: An IndiGo
flight arriving from Delhi
experienced a bird hit while
attempting to land at Ah-
medabad’s Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel International Air-
port on Sunday afternocon.
Sources told TOI that the
flight, 6E-2331, suffered the
bird strike some 6km away
from the city airport.

“Due to high speed and
strong winds, the flight had
an unstable approach and
thus had to take a go-around
asaprecautionary measure,
This was done as part of the
standard operating procedu-
re in interest of the safety of
passengers and aircraft. The
aircraft later landed safely
on its second approach,” sa
id an airport source privy to
the development. Email que-
ries to IndiGo airlines went
unanswered.s

The incident occurred at

€

around 1.830pm when the air-
craft was on its final appro-
ach to the city airport. Ac-
cording tosources, aloud im-
pact was heard after a bird
struck the front portion of
the aircraft moments before
landing.

A large bird had repor-
tedly hit the aircraft near its
nose, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter. Furt-
her inspection of the air-
craft and investigation is un-
derway.
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Snag grounds Al flight to Delhi

Times News NETwWoRK

Vadodara: Passengers tra-
velling from Vadodara to Del-
hi faced trouble on Tuesday
after an Air India flight was
cancelled at the last moment
due toatechnical snag,

Airport sources said Air
India flight AI-1808, schedu-
led to operate from Vadodara
to Delhi, was grounded befo-
redepartureafteratechnical
issue was detected.

Thecancellation left seve-
ral passengers stranded at
the airport, leading to chaos
and heated arguments bet-
ween flyers and aivline staff.

Officialssaid thedecision
to cancel was taken with pas-
senger safety as top priority,

Under normal opera-
tions, the flight departs from
Vadodara airport at 8Bam and
reaches Delhi at around
9.45am.

However, passengers who

had arrived at the airport ear-
ly in the morning were infor-
med about the cancellation on-
Iy on Tuesday morning, trigge-
ring frustration among travel-
lers.

Sources in the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) con-
firmed that the flight was can-
celled due to technical rea-
sons. AAl officials said affec-
ted passengers were offered
either alternate flight arran-
gements or full refunds.
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Al crashprobein final stage;
report soon, says minister

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 20

Nearly avear afterthe AirIndia
ATL1T1 erash that killed 260 peo-
ple and raised senous ques-
tions over aviation safety,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapii
on Wednesday said the investi-
pation had reached its final
stages and the report would be
mreleased soomn,

Stressing that the pmbe was
being camied out under inter-
national scrutiny due to the
global nature of the flight, the
minister said the grvernment
wis committed to ensuring
complete transparency and

accountability before making
the findings puiblic.

Spedking during his visit to
Ranchi, Naidu said the author-
ities were ensuning that every
aspect of the mvestipation was
examined thoroughly before
the final report was released.

The mimster further said
Indianeeded to remain alert o
amny possible fallout ofthe esea-
lating crisis in West Asia
although the present situation
wias not a matter of immediate
ooncern for the country,. He
said sectors such as avil avia-
tion must remain prepared
with short-term, medium-
term and long-term plans to
minimise disniption.

21 MAY 2026
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