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Sharad Pawar intervenes
in Purandar Airport row

Agencies

PUNE

Amid protests sgainst the
proposed new  greenfield
international  airport  at
Furandar in Pune district,
NCP-SP chief Sharad Pawar
on Monday said he will soon
seek a meeting with Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
in the presence of the MP
Supriya Sule and the villagers
to discuss the problems
raised by the locals and also
explore options on how to
protect the irrigated agricul-
ture area.

He said the villagers met
him on Sunday while
EXpressing concerns over
displacement and loss of irri-
gated land, among others.
“The villages that have been
selected for the development
of the proposed airport are

irrigated areas with cultiva-
tion of horticulture and
sugarcane. These willagers
want their villages o be
excluded from the airport
development,” said Pawar.

“If any decision on airport
development has to be made,
the discussion should take
place among the Centre, the
state government and the
locals. My efforts will be to
organise a meeting with CM
Devendra Fadnavis in the
presence of MP Supriva Sule
and thevillagers to find a way
out. A review will be taken
during the meeting on how
agriculture in the irrigated
land can be saved,” Pawar
added.

Pawar’s meeting took
place after clashes on May 3,
in which over 25 policemen
and several villagers were
injured.
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Threats to airport staff may
land you on no-flyer list

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Now, threaten-
ing frontline staff with vio-
lence at airports could lead
to unruly passengers being
put on the no-fly list, just as
it's done for passengers air-
lines staff on board aircraft.
Airports might also have
display boards soon, warning
people againstmaking videos
of hapless ground staff.
Sources in the airline in-
dustry said airline officials
are hardly found at boarding
gates where passengers often
vent their ire following long
delays or last-minute cancel-
lations, leaving frontline
staff tofend for themselves.
Union aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu has set up

a panel to review the existing
civil aviation requirements
(CARs) of DGCA to ensure
more effective and speedy re-
dressal of two major passen-
ger grievances — refund of
airline tickets to passengers
and facilities to be provided
by airlines if passengers are
denied boarding, flights get
cancelled or delayed.

Headed by a senior DGCA
official, the panel had its first
meeting earlier this month to
work on revising passenger-
centric rules “in line with in-
ternational best practices”.

Ontheissueof ensuring
safety for frontline staff,
the panel decided that
“ground staff must be ade-
quately protected from an-
gry passengers in case of
flight disruptions.”
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Centre extends
CISF cover to

69 civil airports

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 19

The Central government
has extended an order
given to the CISF for tem-
porarily supervising
cargo operations and in-
line hold bageage screen-
ing system at 69 civil air-
ports of the country
llﬂi'!’.‘l‘ i'l:‘i iﬂl]nl[‘r—tl‘rl‘ﬂl'-
ist cover till May 21.

The Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security
(BCAS) had issued an
official direction in this
context on May 9 and
had directed the CISF to
undertake this task till
May 18. According to the
officials, the mandate to
supervise cargo at 689 air-
port by the CISF has
been extended till May
21. The cargo and in-line
hold baggage screening
system (ILHBSS) check-
ing is done by private
security staflf engaged
by the airlines and air-
port operators.

The CISF, according to
the mandate, is only
entrusted to frisk pas-
sengers and their cabin
bagegage.
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IndiGo prepares contingency plan amid outcry
over Boeing 777 lease from Turkish Airlines

—
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

Airline major IndiGo has
made a contingency plan to
reduce the potential impact
on operations in the event
that the damp-leased Boeing
777 aircraft are returned to
the lessor, Turkish Airlines,
industry  sources  told
businessline.

The possibility of return-
ing these aircraft has grown
after a massive public outcry
called for the cancellation of
India’s civil aviation links
with Turkey.

The public outcry and the
renewal of the Boeing 777’s
lease have coincided.

At present, IndiGo has
damp-leased two Boeing
777s with a seating capacity
of over 500.

These aircraft are being
operated on the Delhi-Istan-
bul and Mumbai-Istanbul
routes.

The plan, according to
sources, calls for replacing
the damp-leased Boeing 777
aircraft with either Airbus
A321neoc or the 7879
Dreamliners on its India-
Turkey routes.

DAMP LEASE

A damp lease is a specific
type of aircraft leasing agree-
ment, which generally means
the aircraft comes with the
cockpit crew (pilots) and is
maintained and insured by
the lessor, but the airline
renting the aircraft will put
its own cabin crew on board.

IndiGo has t-j.z;r'r;ﬁ-_leased two
Boeing 7775 with a seating
capacity of over 500

“The contingency plans
take into account the pay-
load factor for extended
routes. As of now, the
A321neo is seen as the likely
replacement,” sources told
businessline.

“The situation is dynamic.
We can expect changes to the
plan.”

Speaking to businessline,
industry insiders said that a
contingency plan was expec-
ted on the part of IndiGo, es-
pecially as the public outcry
over Turkey has grown.

BENEFITS CITED

On its part, IndiGo defended
the codeshare agreement
with Turkish Airlines. The
airline cited benefits accru-
ing for travellers as well as
India’s economy.

As per IndiGo, the ar-
rangement with Turkish Air-
lines has increased seat avail-
ability for Indian passengers
at reasonable airfares, par-

ticularly during a time when
long-haul international air-
fares have risen due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Prior to the agreement,
IndiGo pointed out that
Turkish Airlines was the sole
carrier on the India-Turkey
route, and that the codeshare
has helped shift the balance
in favour of Indian travellers
and the economy.

The codeshare comes un-
der the framework of the Air
Services Agreement (ASA)
between India and Turkey,
which allows for 56 flights
per week between the two
countries.

Besides, the partnership,
IndiGo said, has fuelled avi-
ation and economic growth
and created jobs as well as
opportunities in India.

CODESHARE PACT

Furthermore, the airline said
the codeshare agreement has
made international travel
more accessible and afford-
able, allowing passengers to
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benefit from cost-effective
two-stop flights from smal-
ler Indian cities to Europe
and the US.

Currently, IndiGo offers
codeshare seats to travellers
at more than 40 points in
Europe and the US through
its partnership with Turkish
Airlines.

LONG-HAUL MARKETS
“The codeshare has enabled
IndiGo to build its presence
in the long-haul markets in
Europe and the US, putting
in place the foundation for
self-sufficiency, that is, its
long-haul foray with the 40
A321XLR and 30 A350 air-
craft ordered by the airline,”
the airline cited.

“This arrangement not
only enhances the con-
nectivity of Indian hubs like
Delhi and Mumbai, but the
additional revenue has also
led to increased tax contri-
butions to the Indian ex-
chequer, supporting eco-
nomic growth.”

—
GAR GM
POWER & | Feseon

URBAN INFRA | i

Extract of the Statement of Conso
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Air India crew to get Vienna 1ay0vu" on US, Canada flights

Amelh Phadnls
Musmbal

Air India cabin crew on one
stop Hights to the US and
Canada will get better rest
with the introduction of lay
overs in Vienna in the com-
ing davs. This has been made
possible by the Directorane
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA] issuing crew mem-
ber cartificates, which pilats
and Right attendants must
carry on fights to Europe.,
The introduction of !Ln
overs will also address fa-
rigne-relared CORCErTS
rafsed by pilots and crew,

Last month, Air India was
forced 1o reroute its US and
Canada flights via Europe
after the closure of
Pakistan's alrspace,

While MNew York flights
now  Operaic  pom-stop,
Chicapo, Toronoo and Wash
ington fights take a halt in
Vienna to refucl. Some
flights 1o San Francisco and
Vancouver take o halt In
Eolkata and fiy eastbound
over the Pacific.

According to DGCA's pre-
vailing dury norms, crew op-
erating long-haul, non-stop
flights to the US arc permit-
ted o undertake one landing
within a flight duty period of

pavi=¢ -I-l}_lm\m

TAKING A BREAK. Pilots and crow np:mrirg one-5top High:s
to the US had raised concerns about fabigue due to extended
wirk hours and additional take-off and landing in Europe s

20-22 hours Thus, wnder
normal circumstances, a
crew change would be re-
quired in Europe. However,
the non-availability of ad-
equate CMOs, among other
issues, resulted in  crew

memhers having to carmy out
two landings — one in Vi-
enna and another ar the final
destination. The DGCA ulso
granted a tcmporary  dis-
pensation from duty norms
to enable Alr India 1o con

tinue its operations,

“Fur pllots, we had sought
a duty time excmption only
till Ma'_r 14, and now those
aperating one stop fights wo
the US and Canada are get-
ting a layowver in Vienna since
Tnst week. While o Targe ma
jority of pilots now have the
CMCs, in the case of cabin
crew, it is still a work in pro
press,” said an Air India
afficial.

QUESTIONS OF FATIGUE
Sources pointed out thar the
tssuince of CMCs wus ey
slow, with a wait time of over
a manth, but the process hag
now been expedited.

Pilors and crew operating
one-stop flights to the US
had raised concerns about fa-
tigne due to extended work
hours and additional take off
and lending in Europe.
“Aleriness levels need to be
ar their highest during the
take-off and landing phases.
Even inadvertent shide de-
ployments can ocour due
fatipue. While the airline is
operating all the flights, it is
unahle to maintain the regu-
lar schedule. “Flights are get-
ting delaved, and the halt in
Europe has added an extra
90-120 minutes to duty
time," a erew member poin-
ted out.
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‘Malaysia Airlines eyes 14% increase in
passenger traffic from Indiain FY26’

bl.interview

V Sajeev Kumar
Kochi

Malaysia Airlines is
witnessing a surge in
passenger traffic from India,
with its reach going beyond
metros to tier-two cities.
The airline currently
operates over 76 weekly
flights across 10 cities.

Dersenish Aresandiran,
Chief Commercial Officer of
Airlines at Malaysia Aviation
Group, says passenger traffic
is up 30 per cent, with
healthy load factors driven
bybusiness and leisure
travel.

Edited excerpts:

How do you see the
growth in the Indian
market? What are your
expectations this year?
We remain committed to ex-
panding our footprint, par-
ticularly in emerging tier-
two markets. The swift
launch of Kolkata, following
the approval of bilateral
rights, underscores our agil-
ity and commitment to
growth.

Additionally, our code-
share with IndiGo is also in-
strumental in enhancing
reach across 16 additional
cities, offering travellers
greater choice and seamless
connectivity than  ever
before.

From Kerala, we currently
operate 11 weekly flights to
Kuala Lumpur — seven from
Kochi and four from
Thiruvananthapuram.

Starting June 6, we will in-
crease the frequency from
Thiruvananthapuram.

Frequency to Kuala Lum-
pur from
Thiruvananthapuram will in-
crease to five times weekly,
offering greater flexibility
and more options for both
leisure and business travel-
lers.

This brings our total
weekly operations from Ker-
ala to 12 flights. India contin-
ues to be a key growth mar-
ket for us, especially as we

We are also expanding
reach across India
through our code-share
partnership with
IndiGo — growing
from 10 to 16 cities
DERSENISH ARESANDIRAN

Chief Commercial Officer of Airlines,
Malaysia Aviation Group

strengthen travel flows
between South Asia and the
Australia-New Zealand re-
gion.

We are significantly in-
creasing connectivity to key
Australian cities — Mel-
bourne and Sydney will go up
to 21x weekly each, and
Auckland to 10x weekly from
October — and we are also
launching new flights to Bris-
bane up to 5x weekly from
November. Travellers from
Kerala, including Kochi and
Thiruvananthapuram, can

conveniently connect to
these destinations via Kuala
Lumpur.

We are also expanding
reach across India through
our code-share partnership
with IndiGo — growing from
10 to 16 cities and adding key
feeder points such as Goa,

Varanasi, Patna,
Bhubaneswar, Visakhapat-
nam and Tiruchi.

What is your growth in
passenger traffic from
the Indian market, and
what are your
projections?
India continues to be a
standout growth market for
us as passenger traffic has
already surpassed the pre-
pandemic levels by 30 per
cent. For FY26, we are tar-
geting 1.3 million passengers
— a projected 14 per cent
year-on-year increase. Load
factors remain consistently
strong, averaging 88 per cent
in metro cities and 86 per
cent in tier-two markets.
This momentum is driven
by the addition of four new
routes post-pandemic, the
strategic partnership with

IndiGo, and continuous en-
hancements to the on-board
experience, such as the in-
troduction of the A330 neo
and 737-8 aircraft featuring
complimentary Wi-Fi and el-
evated dining curated by The
Oberoi Group.

What is your growth in
the Kerala market?
Kerala remains a strategic-
ally important market with
robust and sustained de-
mand across the VFR (visit-
ing friends and relatives),
leisure, and spiritual travel
segments. Our routes to Ko-
chi and
Thiruvananthapuram con-
tinue to perform strongly,
with average load factors
around 85 per cent, peaking
at up to 95 per cent during
high seasons — a clear testa-
ment to the region’s growing
potential.

Beyond the numbers, Ker-
ala offers an unmatched
tourism experience. We are
working closely with key
travel partners across our
network to position Kerala
as a must-visit destination
and to drive stronger in-
bound flows from the East.

Can you comment on
Kerala’s Look East
policy?

The Look East initiative is
designed to deepen regional
tourism links, especially
between Kerala and key East
Asia-Pacific markets.

This aligns well with our
network strategy, as we serve
as a gateway to Asia and bey-
ond, connecting passengers
from across the region to
Kerala via our Kuala Lumpur

hub. By connecting Kerala to
our extensive Asia-Pacific
network, we support the
State’s ambition to attract
high-value travellers seeking
wellness, cultural and MICE
experiences.

The Look East policy com-
plements our  growth
strategy for the route, posi-
tioning Kerala as a premium
destination in the region.

Any plans for a tie-up
with Kerala Tourism?
Yes, we recently partnered
with Kerala Tourism under
the Look East campaign to
boost inbound tourism from
East Asia.

We launched a high-im-
pact Mega FAM trip, bring-
ing nearly 100 travel agents
and influencers from eight
key markets to experience
Kerala’s unique cultural and
natural offerings first hand.

We see significant long-
term potential in strength-
ening this partnership, and
are currently exploring fu-
ture initiatives such as joint
digital  campaigns, co-
branded content, and cur-
ated wellness packages to
further position Kerala as a
top destination across our
network.

Any plans to cater to
rising pilgrim travel to
India from Malaysia?

To better serve this segment,
we offer direct connectivity
to Kochi and
Thiruvananthapuram.

Our flight schedules and
on-board offerings, includ-
ing vegetarian meal options
and accessibility support, are
thoughtfully tailored to meet
the needs of spiritual travel-
lers.

Beyond Sabarimala, we
also recognise the spiritual
significance of other destina-
tions across Kerala — from
the revered Sree Padman-
abhaswamy temple to
Guruvayur, Aranmula, At-
tukal, Chottanikkara and the
Jewish synagogue in Kochi.

Our goal is to support and
simplify spiritual journeys
for all travellers by providing
comfort, convenience and
seamless service.
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More Wind Beneath
Air India’s Wings
New mciesharing ties will boost DI’Dﬁ[ pathwayrs

AirIndia{Al)isramping up its codeshare arrangements
toexpand its network coverage and feed its international
trunk poutes, Sinee its acquisition by Tata Group nearly
two years ago, it has signed 19 codeshare agreements. It
now plans to establish 10 additional codeshare partners-
hips this financial year Quthound travel from India is
one of the fastest-growing components of global avia-
tion. The codeshare strategy helps Al claw back market
share from Gulf carriers, which had enjoved a free run
wlith India-origin traffle. This segment offers some of the
highest margins for Indian airlines and helps shore up
profitability on domestic routes, where IndiGo leads. Al
is upgrading its ageing fleet, and codesharing comes in
handy while it awaits aircraft deliveries

IndiGo is not as aggressive about International allian-
ces, which favour full-service carriers. The badget airdi-
ne's dominance at home allows for a
mare relaxed approach to internatio-
il travel. Yet, it has its own cluteh of
codeshare agreements, and may have
§ tosign more as it, too, awaits delivery
of lopg-haul aireraft. IndiGo will also
have toadapt to changing proferences
of Indian flyers, who are increasingly
valuing service over price on domestic routes. This shift
should support its international play by enabling integ-
rated offerings across segments. While Al iscurrently ta-
king the fight to West Asian airlines, IndiGo will have to
Join the party &t some point,

Indian airlines have capitalised on the economy's ra-
pid recovery from Covid disruptions to accelerate air-
crafll capaclty additions. This nlmbleness has helped off-
set someof the fuel cost advantages enjoved by Gulf car-
riers, Bigeer gains are possible if Indianaidines expand
their presence in these segments, But fleet size isn't the
only constraint. Indian aviation still needs tocatch upin
areas such as manpower and maintenance. For its part,
Al must address legacy issues stemming from its vears
asa PSLL Innovative strategles like codesharing offer In-
dian carriers accelerated pathwavs to profitability
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More Wind Beneath
Air India’s Wings
New EDﬂEShHI‘iI'IE ties will boost pmﬂt pathways

Alr India(Al}isramping up its codeshare arrangements
toexpand its network coverageand feed its international
trunk poutes, Since s acquisition by Tata Group nearly
two years ago, it has signed 19 codeshare agreements. It
now plans to establish 10 additional codeshare partners-
hips this financial vear Outbound travel from India is
one of the fastest-growing components of global avia-
tion. The codeshare strategy helps Al claw back market
share from Gulf carriers, which had enjoyved a free run
with India-origin traffic. This segment offers someof the
highest margins for Indian airlines and helps shore up
profitability on domestic routes, where IndiGo leads. Al
iz upprading its ageing fleet, and codesharing comes in
handy while it awaits aircraft deliveries.

IndiGo 15 not as agpressive about international alllan-
ces, which favour full-service carriers. The budget airi-
ne's dominance at home allows for &
muore relaxed approach to internatio-
nal travel. Yet, it has its own elutch of
= codeshare agreements, and may have

4 tosign more as it, too, awaits delivery
of long-haul aireraft. IndiGo will alsa
have toadapt to changing proferences
of Indian fiyers, who are increasingly
valuing service over price on domestic routes. This shift
should support its international play by enabling integ-
rated offerings across segments. While Alis currently ta-
king the fight to West Asian airlines, IndiGo will have to
jointhe party at some point.

[ndian airlines have capitalised on the economy's ra-
pid recovery from Covid disruptions to accelerate alr-
crafl capacity additlons. This nimbleness has hel ped off-
set someof the fuel cost advantages enjoyed by Gulf car-
riers, Bigger gains are possible if Indianairlines expand
their presence in these segments. But fleet size isn't the
only constraint. Indian aviation still needs to catchup in
areas such as manpower and maintenance. For its part,
Al must address legacy issues stemming from its vears
asa PSUL Innovative stratesies like codesharing offer [n-
dian carriers accelerated pathwavs to profitability.
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is a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. former CAG
bureaucrat and founding
partner of A&M Legal Solutions
LLP

he Digital Personal Data Protection

(DPDF) Act of 2023 has been viewed as

aerucial step in safepuanding Indian
it and privacy in digital spaces, With the
erowing redomee on the inferned forvarions
services globally, online businesses have
seem a sigriicant suree, particolad v in felds
like airtine ficket reservations, Servicessuch
as Make My Trip and Godbibo that allow one
10 make bookings anline, i well as the web
sites of airlines like Indigo, Air India, etc,
have trnsformesd how people plan and boak
a trip. These websites deal with and store
private information thit includes names,
vontact details, travel plans, payvment
met hiwl details and even daia from official
identity proofdocuments sich as passport s
and PAN or Aadhaar cards All these pheces
of information Fall under the definition of
“persomal duta” under Secticn 200 of the
DPDP Act becamse they can be used to kden
tify the person to whom it belongs, Even
though online reservations arcconvenient,
they raise privacy concerns. There ane rishs

GUEST

Flight safety 2.0: Airline bookings must assure privacy

ofmass data bregches and the usuthorized
useof pn individual's data stolen from these
datahases:

Batewmimmsntione U nder Section $of the
DPDE Act, online platforms for flight book
s, classified as* data Aducisries,” must seck
the express and informed consent of users
before they provess theirpersonal ditie. The
Supreme Court, in its &8, Pulfoaoamy oy
[ rvioe of Tredia jusdrment, held thit privacy is
a basic constitutional right Nowing from
Article 2 of the Constitution. This necessi
tates not only explicit consent, but alsodata
minimization, the principle of which entails
rollecting, provessing and storing anky the
least prersonal data reguired for a specific
purpose, Cindine trvel ageneies often collect
a b amount of information, even though
somme of it may not strictly be required for
reservations. For instance, the details of a
user's ceeupation are often requested for
profission-based discount offers, But under
the DPDP laow, the right to privacy demands
that only necessary dotas shall be procurned
and provessed.

Security and weenracy: Section 8 of the
DPDE Act places an oldigation on data fidu
ciaries like online trivel agencies o ensure
the security and sccuracy of personal data
callected. The security measures that are

regquired tobe implemented include encryp
tion as well assecure payment gatewinys for
rustomers o pay, in addition to periodic
aulits. 1m Geongle Inefic Prd Lid ox Visakda
Industries Lid (2009), the Supreme Court
clarified the lability of intermedinries 1o
safepuand the data of their users.

Lkt erastore: Soectien 12
of the Act prants peaphe a
nuriler of rghts, includ
ing the right 1o correct,
complete, update orers:
their data. This will mean
that enstomers can ask an
airline or truvel agency to
el thedr data after the

Online booking
platforms must
fully implement
India's new law

expected to make aidines and reservation
systems tighten their intemal data securiiy
systems and thereby decrease the possibility
of data breaches. In 2008, the UR Informa
tion Commissioner's Ofice imposed a fineof
L9 milliesn on British Airways alter the
details ofover HEL 00 clients were leaked
through a breach. This
could happenwith any air
lirse. I it dmn thiee Adr Trackia
data breach of 2021, the
persoril data of appros
mately 4.5 million individ
uals was reporiedly com
promised, anevent that bed
the air carrier (o establish

end of their jouney (or to k-EEp our siricter intermal security
whenever reguired) This INEASITS,

i% in lime with directives pE!‘Sﬂnal da ta {roxs-border-dieta tremes
provided by variouws coun Sfers: Another major chal
judements, [ike the land secure lenge conld be the cross

miark juckement of K8 Pt

trsrreenryand the A2 case

of Mrx. Xea Union of fndie, where the court
emphasized the need forpeople to be incon
troal of their personal daia.

FPeraltier: The DPDP Act prescribes strin
went punishments, W imgwsesa brge fine for
a failure tosecure personal data, especially
in case of a data breach. This measure is

barder trnsfer of data in

caseof nternational travel
viz foreipm airlines throughbookings done
on domestic platforms. The movement of
personal information across national
boundaries poses a problem, as different
jursdictions follow different laws: For
instance, the EU's General Data Protection
Regulation has stringent norms foee cross

borderdita trnsfers and requires additional
safrvards, whereas Indin's DFDE bowis a hid
more lemient and permits cross-border
transfers unless explicitly prohibited. The
b givess the Indiin povernment the aotfoe
ity o hlacklist cowrmtries for dita transfers As
aresult, compunies in the civil aviastion sec
torwill have to navigate varving regulatory
requirements and adjust their policies
sccordingly whenever a country is hlick
listed.

Filtght aufere 200 The DPDP Act s aimed at
providing an environment of opernness and
trust in digital services, as it endeavours o
protect persooil data through well-defined
rules related to data protection. Online
booking platforms will have (o revise and
refine theirprocedures for collecting, star
ing nnd processimge data in order to comply
with the law. Such adjustments will likely
beod to higher expenditure, as online plat
formswill be reguired o implement rolust
cyber security protocols, conduct regubar
employee training and pericdically review
the digital systems procured from third
partyvendors toensure campliance Overs
all, theese measures will not only enhonee the
security and reliability of travel booking
platformes, but abso foster greater confidence
anl trust amcng their users.
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Jet aborted takeoft to avoid
runway CO]llSlOIl in NYC

New York: Federal officials 2855

are investigating why two pla- E
=B

nes got dangerously closeon a
runway at New York's LaGua-
rdia Airport earlier in May de-
spite the airport being equipp-
ed withadvanced surface ra-
dar system that's designed to
help prevent such close calls,

Both the federal aviation
administration (FAA) and na-
tional transportation safety
board (NTSB) said Monday
they are investigating the May
6 incident when a Republic
Airways jet had to abort take-
off and slam to a stop because
a United Airlines plane was
still taxiing across the runway

In audio from the tower
that ABC obtained from the
websitewww Live ATC.net, air
traffic control said to the pilot
of Republic Airways jet: “Sor-
rv, I thought United had clea-
red well before that.”

At the time that controller
was directing the Republic
Airways jet to takeoff, a gro-
und controller on a different
radio frequency was directing
the United plane to a new taxi-
way after it missed the first
one it was supposed to use to
exit the runway, Both airlines

On May 6 at LaGuardia Airport, a
Republic Airways jet had to abort
takeoff and slam to a stopasa
United Airlines plane was still
taxiing across the runway

and the airport referred ques-
tions to FAA. The number of
close calls in recent vears has
created serious concerns for
FAA, NTSB and other safety
experts. NTSB's investigation
of a Feb 2023 close call in Aus-
tin highlighted the concerns,
but there have been a number
of high-profile near misses.

LaGuardia is one of just3s
airports across the country
equipped with the FAA's best
technology to prevent such
runway incursions,

But it's clear the technolo-
gv is not perfect because close
calls continue happening.
FAA is taking a number of ad-
ditional steps to try to reduce
the number of close calls. ap
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Air India SATS opens3200-cr logistics
park at Bluru's Kempegowda airport

MNEIASALND
i min 3 M LTI
HENGALIFE, MAY 19
Inelia's emerging posttion as
a gloml] player in air freight
and cargn service madeet got
8 boost with Air Indin SATS
Alrport Serviced Pravate Lim-
ed (AISATS)  golal alrpor
Frvices management oom
pany, lounched the AISATS
BLR Logistics Pork ai Kem-
pegowedn International Adr
port, Bengaluni

Pusitioned 88 ane of the
lrped  on-airport  ogistics
parks in South Indin, cone
structed with an investment of
Hs X0 cmores, the faril ity was
nnugursted with a promise of

strengthening India s logistics
ind carpn infrastratue.

The park will also give inmgse
tuis o the grenwth of the alport,
which i the third busiest in
India, acomunting for #FE of
the South Indin’s total eir cor-
go volumes and schieving i
Tagg hessteemrer ammuad targo ton
nape of RIZARMT in FY2h

With this logistics park, the
airport authorities aim o han-
die 1 mallion metne onnes of
rgn by 2

Arnird the trude war betwesn
USA and Ching Indis stands
o gEin by presenting itsell as
nn alermatioe. Along with
stratepic advantape, it also
takes lead with a developing

network of global airports,
which is concduive for fster
cargn  Dow, especially  for
industries such as phurma
ceuticals, electmnics, teatiles
e ecOmmerTe.

Spread acrces 8 ecres, te
mark is a cluster of three ds-
tinct beoldmgs, A twoelevel
main wamchouwse offi=rng mom
than 240000 sq ft of wune
housing, a pay-per-use publiic
shorage space [or MSMES,
Customs House Agrmils. Ingis
tics companes and affioe
spaces. As value added servie-
=2, AISATS will also provicle
trucking services o ensum
[nster, economical and senrm-
less movement of cango
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