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Adani sets up Guwahati airport
city firm for hotel, realty

NEW DELHI, April 19:
Adani Airport City Ltd has
incorporated a new subsidi-
ary — Adani Guwahati Air-
port City Ltd — to undertake
hotel and real estate devel-
opment as part of its airport
city expansion strategy, par-
ent company Adani Enter-
prises Ltd (AEL) said.

The new entity will under-
take real estate activities in-
cluding construction, along
with hotels featuring inte-
grated restaurants, banquets
and business centres, accord-
ing to a regulatory filing by
the company.

Adani Airport City Ltd has
also set up two other similar
suhsidiaries — Adam Navi
Mumbai Awrport City Ltd and
Adani Ahmedabad Airport
City Ltd — as part of the same
expansion drive.

The newly incorporated

entities “shall be engaged in
the business of real estate
activities with own or leased
property, construction of
buildings carried out on own-
account basis or on a fee or
contract basis — hotels with
integrated restaurants, ban-
quets and business centres,”
it said.

It, however, did not elabo-
rate if the plan included con-
struction of hotels within the
vicinity of airports it oper-
ates.

Each subsidiary has been
incorporated with a paid-up
capital of Rs 10 lakh, with
shares subscribed in cash at
face value, and is fully owned
by Adani Airport City Ltd.

Adam Airport Holdings
Limited, a 100 per cent sub-
sidiary of AEL, is today the
largest airport infrastructure
company, with its eight air-

ports accounting for 25 per
cent of passenger footfalls and
33 per cent of India's air car-
go traffic. It manages airports
at Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwaha-
ti, and Thiruvananthapuram.

The conglomerate has
previously outlined a USD 15
billion expansion plan of its
Indian airport portfolio by
2030, aiming to boost capac-
ity to 200 mullion annual pas-
sengers. The plan focuses on
expansion of existing, high-
traffic airports, including Gu-
wahati, and supports the up-
coming IPO of its airport unit.

The group's overall airport
capacity 1s being targeted to
be raised by over 60 per cent,
positioning to manage rising
air travel demand, which 15
projected to surpass 300 mil-
lion passengers in India by
2030. - PT1
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‘AviaTion | PUSH| Proposed project may require nearly 3,000 acres; officials say land can be acquired in phases

Bigger IAF station, airport to come up in Adilabad

SHHI\M! 1DC
ADILABAD, APRIL 19

A larger Indian Air Force
station is set to come up in
Adilabad along with the
proposed civilian airport,
requiring larger than esti-
mated land for its opera-
tions. Officials said that
the airport’s operations
will be comparatively
smaller.

IAF authorities have not
yvet decided on the location
of the air traffic control
(ATC) terminal. It is esti-
mated that 80 per cent of
the land to be acquired
will be used for IAF opera-
tions, its terminal and
other wings.

According to an esti-
mate, the project compris-
ing the proposed IAF sta-

The photographs show that of a stream is ﬁomﬂng through the area at Landasangw that was propnsed fnr the

— BY ARRANGEMENT

the defunct unit of Cement
According to a new pro- Corporation of India (CCI)
in Adilabad. The state gov-
ernment holds 772 acres of

Adilabad Airport. Right: The masterplan of the proposed airport in Adilabad.
could be acquired in phas- surrounding villages.
Adilabad may require
nearly 3,000 acres. Though
officials said

became a cause of concern  posal, the officials want to

for the residents of acquire land belonging to

CCl land, in addition to
1,516 acres of lease lands
belonging to CCL
According to Adilabad
MLA Payval Shankar, the
1AF will build both the sta-
tion as well as the civilian
airport. The Aijrports
Authority of India (AAI,
which is a state-run air-
port operator, will build
only the civilian terminal.
He said the master plan
prepared by the AAI will
change due to the require-
ment of the IAF for a larg-
er Air Force station, “Only
80 acres of land are
required for the civil ter-
minal, while the remain-
ing land will be utilised for
Air Force operations.”
IAF and AAI officials,
meanwhile, inspected
streams and high tension
electric poles near

Bagariguda in Adilabad
municipﬂﬂt\ and Landa-
sangvi in Adilabad Rural
mandal as part of the field
level Obstacle Limitation
Survey (OLS) on April 17.

Officials examined high
rise buildings, streams,
and electric poles that
could obstruct aircraft
take off and landing. They
noted that 55 high tension
poles would need to be
shifted, while two streams
crossing the proposed run-
way must be diverted, with
a bridge constructed over
them,

Authorities said the
streams and electricity
lines are directly in the
way of developing the run-
way at the proposed
Adilabad airport, where
the Air Force station is
being promoted.
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HYDERABAD, APRIL 19

The HMDA has stated that
rules restricting building act-
ivities in the vicinity of airpo-
rts now include specific provi-
sions for sound resistance.
New buildings, facilities and
projects — residential, institu-
tional, hospital and commer-
cial —must incorporate sound
resistant design, construction
and material selection to imp-
rove the indoor environment
under existing building codes
and bye laws for any construc-
tion within airport noise
ZONes

Authorities have issued an
amendment to Rule 3. Exer-
cising powers conferred under
relevant provisions of the
GHMC Act, HMDA Act, Telan-
gana Municipalities Act, Tela-
ngana Urban Areas (Develo-
pment) Act and other applica-
ble laws, and in partial modifi-
cation of rules issued in GO
Ms, No.168 dated April 7, 2012
and subsequent amendments,
the Government has now for-
mally notified the amendment.
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US man, aide held in Srinagar
airport with satellite phone

Police examine purpose travel history, and ongln of seized GPS equipment

YUSUF JAMEEL | DC
SRINAGAR, APRIL 19

A United States national
and an accompanying
individual of Indian orig-
inwere detained at
Srinagar International
Airport on Sunday after
security authorities recov-
ered a prohibited satellite
device from his luggage
during routine screening,
police sources said. After
finding the device, air-
portofficials alerted secu-
rity agencies and handed
both individuals over to
thepolice for further ques-
tioning.

The US national has
been identified as Jeffrey
Scott Prather, a resident of
Montana, USA. Given the
sensitive security environ-
ment in the region, the
recovery of such equip-
ment prompted immediate
action by the authorities.

Officials said that anoth-
er individual, Haldar
Koushik, originally
fromKolkata and current-
Iy settled in the United
States, was accompanying
Pratherat the time and
was also detained. Both
individuals are presently

being questioned to ascer-
tain the purpose of their
visit, the origin of the

device, and the circum-
stances under which it
was being carried.

The use and possession
of satellite phones and
trackers are strictly regu-
lated in Jammu and
Kashmir, and unautho-
rised possession is prohib-
itedunder existing securi-

ty norms. Police sources
confirmed that theinvesti-
gation is ongoing to deter-
mine whether there are
any security implications
linked to the recovery of
the device. Further details
areawaited as the inquiry
progresses. The duo were
scheduled to travel to
Delhi aboard Air India
Flight All893when they
were intercepted by

Tourists visit the Betaab valley arnid height-
ened security ahead of the first anniversary of
the Pahalgam terror attack in which 26 people
were shot dead by Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists
on April 22 last year, at Pahalgam in Anantnag.

—PTI

authorities. During the
operation, the J&K Police
seized the satellite GPS
device manufactured in
Taiwan. which has been
taken into custody pend-
ing further ingquiry into
the case. Sources further
sajd that the authorities
are examining the domes-
tic travel

history of the duo as part
of the ongoing investiga-

tion to ascertain thepur-
pose and extent of their
movements within the
country .Security has
been beefed up at tourist

ts a@cross Kashmir

ead of the first anniver-
sary of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack in which 26 peo-
le were shot dead by

hkar-e-Taiba terrorists
on April 22 last year, offi-
cials said here.
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Mumbai airport to
be closed for six
hours on May 7

g FLUGHT OPERA-
THOIMS AT the
] Mumbai airport will
refman suspenced

k¢ six howrs fram 11 am on
May 7 a3 the two rurwayswil
be shutfor pre-monsoon
mantenance works. The
Mumbai International Airport
(MAL), ewned by the &dan|
Group, said the annual
martEanceisenioal for
preserving the health and
longewity ofthe airport.
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MIAL fines
AIASL T10L
for damage

to Gulf Air jet

New  Delhi: Mumbai
International Airport Lid
(MIAL) has fined Al Airport
Services Lid (ALASL) 10 lakh
after a detached dolly struck
and damaged a parked Gulf
Alr aircraft at the airport on
April 10.

According to MIAL, the
incident occurred during
ground handling operations
when AIASL personnel were
towing loaded containers on
dollies. One of the rear
dollies became detached,
moved uncontrollably and
hit the parked aircraft, cans-
ing damage to its airframe,
including the forward sec-
tion.

The aircraft was subse-
quently declared Aircraft on
Ground (AOG), leading to
operational disruption
MIAL termed the episode a
“major incident” that caused
reputational harm as well as
revenue loss due to the
grounding of the atreraft and
the resulting impact on air-
port operations and capacity.

In & communication dated
April 15 MIAL said it also
reserves the right to recover
additional  compensation
from AIASL for losses and
damages incurred.

There was no immediate
response [rom MIAL or
AJASL. P11
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Adani arm sets
up 3 hotel, real
estate airport
city units

PTI

KEW DELHI

Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL)
said on Sunday its step-down
unft has incorporated three
wholly-owned subsidiaries
focused on hotel and real
estate development as part of
its airport city expansion
strategy. Adanl Airport City
Ld, a step-down wholly-
owned subsidiary of the com-
pany, has set up Adani Navi
Mumbai Airport City Lid,
Adani Guwahati Airport City
Ltd and Adani Ahmedabad
Airport City Led.

The new entities will
undertake real estate activ-
ities including construction,
along with hotels featuring
integrated restaurants, ban-
quets and business centres,
according to a regulatory fil-
ing by the company.
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Mumbai International Airport slaps
fine on AIASL for aircraft damage

NEW DELHI: Mumbai airport
operator MIAL has imposed
a Rs 10 lakh penalty on state-
owned Al Airport Services
Ltd (AIASL) after a ground
handling incident in which a
detached dolly struck and dam-
aged a parked Gulf Air aircraft
carlier this month.

Describing the episode asa
major incident with significant
reputational impact, MIAL said
the accident occurred on April
10 during towing operations
near aircraft stands. ATASL
personnel were moving loaded
containers mounted on dol-
lies along the head-of-stand
road when one of the rear dol-
lies became detached, moved
uncontrollably, and collided
with the parked aircraft.

The impact caused damage
to the aircraft’s airframe, par-
ticularly in the forward section,
leading to it being declared
“Aircraft on Ground” (AOG).
The aircraft belongs to Bah-
rain-based Gulf Air, though
specific details about the plane
were not immediately available.

In a letter datec{' April 15,
MIAL said the incident has not
only hurt the airport’s reputa-
tion but also led to financial

MIAL said the
accident occurred
on April 10 during
towing operations
near aircraft stands

and operational setbacks. The
grounding of the aircraft has
disrupted aeronautical and
related revenues linked to air-
craft operations, while also
creating inefficiencies and con-
straints on airport capacity.
Along with the Rs 10 lakh
fine, MIAL has reserved the
right to seek additional com-
pensation from AIASL for
losses and damages incurred
due to the incident.  AGENCIES
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US citizendetained at
Srinagar Airport

GPS device recovered from his luggage, investigation on: Police

Shabir lbn Yusuf
Srinagar, Apr 19

The Jammu and Kashmir
Police on Sunday detained
a United States citizen at
Srinagar International Air
port after a GPS device was
recovered from his luggage,
officials said.

The individual, identi-
fied as Jeffrey Scott Prather,
was traveling with Haldar
Koushik, an Indian born US
citizen. The two had been in

Srinagar for a day and were
scheduled to fly to Delhi on
an Air India flight, AITE93.
According to officials,
their onward plan was to
visit Ladakh, but the closure
of the Srinagar-Leh highway
forced them to cancel the trip
and return to Delhi. From
there, they intended to con-
tinue their journey to Nepal.
During routine security
checks conducted by the
Central Industrial Security
Force, personnel discovered

a Gramin GPS communica-
tor device in Prather’s hand-
bag. Both passengers were
deboarded, and the device
was seized,

Police confirmed that only
the US national has been
detained for guestioning,
while his companion was
released after no suspicious
items were found in his pos-
session. Officials added that
no FIR has been registered
so far, and the investigation
is ongoing.
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Adani Airport City sets up 3 new units

Press Trust of India

feedback@ Hvemint.com

MNEW DELHI: Adani Enterprises
Ltd (AEL) said its step-down
unit has incorporated three
wholly-owned subsidiaries
focused on hotel and real estate
development as part of its air-
port city expansion strategy.
Adani Airport City Lid, a
step-down wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of the company, has set

up Adani Navi Mumbai Airport
City Ltd, Adani Guwahati Air-
port City Ltd and Adani
Ahmedabad Airport City Lid.

The new entities will under-
take real estate activities
including construction, along
with hotels featuring integrated
restaurants, banquets and busi-
ness centres, according to a
regulatory filing by the com-
pany.

The newly incorporated enti-

ties “shall be engaged in the
business of real estate activities
with own or leased property,
construction of buildings car-
ried out on own - account basis
or on a fee or contract basis -
hotels with integrated restau-
rants, banquets and business
centres,” it said.

It however did not elaborate
if the plan included construc-
tion of hotels within the vicin-
ity of airports it operates.
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Adani arm sets up three hotel, realty
units for airport city expansion plan

Adani Airport City Ltd has set up Adani Navi Mumbai Airport City Ltd,
Adani Guwahati Airport City Ltd & Adani Ahmedabad Airport City Lid

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Adani Enter-
prises Ltd (AEL) said its step-
down unit has incorporated
three wholly-owned subsid-
iaries focused on hotel and real
estate development as part of its
airport city expansion strategy.
Adani Airport City Ltd, a
step-down wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of the company, has set
up Adani Navi Mumbai Air-
port City Ltd, Adani Guwahati
Airport City Ltd and Adani
Ahmedabad Airport City Ltd.
The new entities will under-
take real estate activities includ-
ing construction, along with
hotels featuring integrated res-
taurants, banquets and business
centres, according to a regula-
tory filing by the company.
The newly incorporated
entities “shall be engaged in the
business of real estate activities

Each subsidiary has
been incorporated
with a paid-up
capital of Rs 10
lakh, with shares
subscribed in cash
at face value

Key Points

» Adani Alrporf Hoﬁdlngs
Ltd was incorporated in
2019 as a 100 per cent
subsidiary of AEL

» Today it is the largest
airport infrastructure
company, with its eight
airports accounting
for 25% of passenger
footfalls and 33% of
India’s air cargo traffic

» It manages airports
at Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Mangaluru,
Jaipur, Guwahati, and
Thiruvananthapuram

with own or leased property,
construction of buildings car-
ried out on own - account basis
or on a fee or contract basis -

hotels with integrated restau-
rants, banquets and business
centres,’ it said.

It however did not elaborate

if the plan included construe-
tion of hotels within the vicinity
of airports it operates.

Each subsidiary has been
incorporated with a paid-up
capital of Rs 10 lakh, with shares
subscribed in cash at face value,
and is fully owned by Adani Air-
port City Ltd.

Adani Airport Holdings
Limited was incorporated in
2019 as a 100 per cent subsid-
iary of AEL and today it is the
largest airport infrastructure
company, with its eight air-
ports accounting for 25 per
cent of passenger footfalls and
33 per cent of India’s air cargo
traffic. It manages airports at
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Man-
galuru, Jaipur, Guwahati, and
Thiruvananthapuram.

It also holds 73 per cent in
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd, which, in turn, holds 74 per
cent in Navi Mumbai Interna-

tional Airport Ltd.

Adani Airport City Ltd is
a unit of Adani Airport Hold-
ings Ltd. The conglomerate has
previously outlined a $15 billion
expansion plan of its Indian air-
port portfolio by 2030, aiming
to boost capacity to 200 million
annual passengers.

The plan, which supports
the upcoming IPO of its airport
unit, focuses on expansion of
existing, high-traffic airports,
including Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Thiruvananthapuram, Luc-
know, and Guwahati. It recently
opened the Navi Mumbai air-
port with capacity to initially
handle 20 million passengers.

The group’s overall airport
capacity is being targeted to be
raised by over 60 per cent, posi-
tioning to manage rising air
travel demand, which is pro-
jected to surpass 300 million
passengers in India by 2030.
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Centre extends over X460 crore
financial support to Alliance Air

FUNDING AID. The loan will be used to restore grounded fleet and revive the regional player

—
Rokit Vald
aren Db

The Centre has decided o
ovide over T4 crore in
rancial suppart to All e

Air o help the regional car-

rier restore grounded  sic-

craft, as well 28 revive its op-
eralions, Eiarees tded
hiestnessline.

Accordingly, the assir-
ance s been extended i
the form of 2 boan, sources
sl i.l.dlﬁnﬁ that the amount
will be dishursed in three
tranches linked to opera-
tiomal milestones achieved
brv thie airlire.

Speaking to busdnesline,
sowrced saud the first instal-
ment of T13) crore was re-
cemthy refessed to the airlme.

This tranche will be fol-
lowed by a second instal-
ment of 130 crore, while the
remmainingg T160 crore will be
provided as the third and -
mal instalment under the

MHEW FLIGHT PATH. The airlne & working to restore
operations and & &n discussons with airoraft menufacturer ATR
regarding spare parts and maintenance support

= to revive the
state-owned airline.

ENGINE SERVICING
Matably, the fundin Support
CoHmies gl a tirme w]1.£1. a

part af the airtine's fAeet has
remainged  grounded amid
chaflenges — related w0
sourcing spare parts and en-
gine servicing.

According o sources,
debnys in payments 1o ori-
ginal equipement manufac-
tirers, lessors, and mainten-

ance, repair, and overhaul
service providers have ag-
gravated  the  operstional
challenges.

Hodiever, the airlne (s
waorking 1o restore operi-
tiond and & in discussions
with aircraft manufacturer
ATR regarding spare parts

and maintenance support.

REGIONAL ROUTES

Fleet-wise, the government-
owned carrier operates 21
aireraft on regiomal noutes,

nv:ll.ﬂlmg 20 ATR aireraft
and ane Dornier 128,

At present, 11 of the re-
wonal plaver’s aircraft ane
grounded, while 10 remain

upt.nt'mnaL

STATE BAILOUTS

As of now, the airline has
been kept afloat by stare bail-
outd, as its earmings are used
o repay vendors and meet
other obligations.

In 023, the central gon-
ernment infesed T600 crore
worth of additional equity
into theairline.

Resides, sources told bus-
meseline that the total debn is
estimated o be approxim-
atehy 4,000 crore.

The airline was an
erstwhile part of Air Hndia
prior 1o the baver’s divest-
ment. 1t was founded in 1996
asawholly-owned subsidiary
of the then Indian Aidines
which later merged with Air
India.

Sources sxid thar mast of

thie debt and a few other Hab-
ilithes were onbodrded after
the divestment of Air India.

I:r.n'um.]m'n.ﬂ:.'. its debt iz
primarily owed o Air India
Asgers Holding Lid (ATAHL),
Mfsmduthurw;&n :

In 2021, after the Tam
Group bought the debe-rid-
den Air India from the go-
ernment, Alliance Air was
left 28 the only airline wmder
thi Centre’s contral.

MARGINAL SHARE

As the Directorate Gen-
e of Civil Avistion
(DGCA) data, Afliance Air
comtinues o hold a marginal
ghare of Indias domestic avi-
ation market

In F:bmar.r 20325, the air-
lime carried around 0,11 kkh
passengers, scoounting for
aboiit 0.4 per cent of the do-
mestic market.

Ar present, Alkance Air
operates 3 majority of its
routes under the regonal
connectivity scheme UDAN.
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(atar opens
airspace for
foreign airlines

]
Aneesh Phadnis
i

Qatar has opened its air-
ELE for hu'l.tt;n.r.:.m.l.-n'l'ur
ferst time since the out-
break af the Iran-US conflice
on February 28 Qratar’s Civil
Aviation  Authoeity  on
Muonday said the decision fol-
lows o comprehensive as-
weasment of the situation
conducted in coordination
with all relevant matiomal en-
tities to ensure the highess
lewel of readiness and opera-
tional effichency.
Prior to the condlict, Air
India, Air Fndia Express, [n-
1 ﬁGnumlAhnwmupem!-
iryg 20 return Hights o Doha
dxily. At present, only Clatar
Afrunnes s operating
between the two countries.
An IndiGo executive said
the airline is reviewing the
Qatar  government’s  de-
cgion. Other airlines did noe
immediately comment o
the announcemens
Inidian carriers are operal-
ing fhights to Oman, Ssudi
Arabia and the UAE, Daihai
airport has restricted trafic
mivement of foreign carri-
ers, incuding those from
Inadia
While Indian carriers have
ot resumed  fights o
Habruin, lxal carrier Gulf
Air is planning 1o resume
limited Jtiﬁhlx o India from
this week This will allow
s 1o trave] onwird
from Bahrain. At present,
Gulf Air is operati iphate
From Ikuml-np:m !!Ei I}Ediu_
Euwait airport is stifl shut
for passenger operations,
and kocal carriers are operat-
ing flights from Dammoam.
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Al expects to complete
retrofit of 7 more Boeing
787-8 planes this year

PTI

NEW DELHI
—

Air India expects to complete
retrofitting of seven more leg-
acy Boeing 787-8 planes this
year as it upgrades the fleet of
these atreraft that is key to the
airline's long-haul operations.

The loss-making carrier,
which is in the midst of an
ambitious  transformation
plan, has received the first of
its retrofitted legacy Boeing
787-8 plane, which has 250
seats in a three-class configur-
ation of business, premium
economy and economy. The
plane landed in the national
capital on April 13,

Air Indin’s chief customer
experience officer Rajesh

-

T ——r -

Dogra on Sunday said the air-
line expects to complete
retrofitting of a total of eight
legacy Boeing 787-8s this year.
This includes the plane that
landed on April 13,

On Sunday, the airline
unvelled the retrofitted. twin-
aisle B787-8 (VI-ANT) that
underwent a nose-to-tail
cabin refresh.

According to Dogra, 85% of
the legacy Boeing 787-8 planes
retrofit is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of 2027 and
retrofitting of all such aircraft
is likely to be over by the first
quarter of 2028,
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@ Air Traffic

In January 2026, the number of domestic flights from Mumbai rose around 4%
over January 2025 levels. International flights rose about 4%.

Number of domestic flights
24,000

21,274
20,425 19.369 _

18,000
12,000

6,000

lan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26

Number of international flights

%008 8,228
7,929 2,780

6,000

3,000

Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26
Source: Airports Autharity of India
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There is a need to prioritise
biofuel for aviation: IATA

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Indian aviation’s clean fuel
transition must hinge on
treating mobility as one in-
tegrated system and allo-
cating limited feedstock
more efficiently by priori-
tising biofuels such as etha-
nol for air transport as au-
tomobiles have more
viable alternatives like elec-
trification available, as per
International Air Transport
Association (IATA).

Under Sustainable Avia-
tion Fuel (SAF) roadmap,
India set phased blending
targets of 1% by 2027, 2% by
2028 and 5% by 2030 for
international flights, align-
ing with the goal of the In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) for
achieving net-zero carbon
emission from internation-
al aviation by 2050.

“India is well placed to
meet short-term demand
(for SAF) but for long-term
needs there is a need for di-
versification and rationali-
sation of feedstock alloca-
tion for different sectors to
avoid all ethanol being
used by road transport,”

g
*J

o
Al
Preeti Jain

Preeti Jain, IATA head, net
zero research & pro-
gramme, told The Hindu in
an interview from Ge-
neva. Without prioriti-
sation, the risk is avia-
tion firms  invest
heavily in SAF capacity
only to face ethanol
shortages.

Biggest opportunity
A government commis-
sioned report presented
before ICAO General As-
sembly last year titled
“Feasibility Study on SAF”
identified SAF output via
alcohol-to-jet (At]) process
as the biggest opportunity
for India.

The report cautioned
competing demand for eth-

anol from road transport
must be carefully managed
as automobiles had many
alternative fuel options,
whereas aviation did not.
But availability of input in
the form of feedstock was
not a constraint.

“We did a global feed-
stock assessment study
which showed India was a
hotspot and 10% of global
bio feed stock was available
in India. But I don’t think
even 2% or 3% of it is being
now used,” Dr Jain said.

As per IATA's Global
Feedstock Assessment for
SAF Production Outlook to
2050, India, U.S., Brazil
and Europe were likely to
dominate SAF biomass
feedstock for SAF with 105
million tonne (mt) availa-
ble by 2030 and 154 mt by
2050 out of a total require-
ment of 500 mt.

The aviation industry’s
key concern is the high
cost of SAF, which could
push up airfares, as it is
now three to five times
more expensive than con-
ventional jet fuel. Dr. Jain
said the issue can be ad-
dressed by subsidies for
production and adoption
by airlines.
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Air India expecting to complete retrofit of
7more legacy Boeing 787-8 aircraft this year

NEW DELHI: Air India
expects to complete retrofit-
ting of seven more legacy Boe-
ing 787-8 planes this year as it
upgrades the fleet of these air-
craft that is key to the airline’s
long-haul operations.

The loss-making carrier,
which is in the midst of an
ambitious transformation plan,
has received the first of its ret-
rofitted legacy Boeing 787-8
plane, which has 250 seats in
three class configuration of
business, premium economy
and economy. The plane landed
in the national capital on April
13.

Air Indias Chief Customer
Experience Officer Rajesh
Dogra on Sunday said the air-

line expects to complete retro-
fitting of a total of eight legacy
Boeing 787-8s this year.

This includes the plane that
landed on April 13.

On Sunday, the airline
unveiled the retrofitted, twin-
aisle B787-8 (VT-ANT) that
underwent a nose-to-tail cabin
refresh.

According to Dogra, 85 per
cent of the legacy Boeing 787-8

planes retrofit is expected to be
completed by the end of 2027
and reLmﬁtLlng of all such air-
craft is likely to be over by the
hrstj%luarler of 2028.

e Tata Group-owned
airline has 33 Boeing 787s or
Dreamliners in its fleet of aver
190 planes.

Apart from the 26 legacy
Boeing 787-8s, there are 7 Boe-
ing 787-9s, including 6 from
Vistara and the first tailor-made
plane that was inducted in Janu-
ary this year.

The retrofit of legacy Boe-

ing 777 planes is expected to
start in the second half of 2027,
Dogra said.

In a release issued on Sun-
day, Air India CEO and MD

Campbell Wilson said the ret-
rofit of its first widebody air-
craft is a visible symbol of the
momentum behind the airline's
transformation.

“With 25 other 787s under-
going this comprehensive
refresh, we are rapidly mod-
ernising the backbone of our
long-haul fleet and raising
the bar for customers flyin
between India and the world,
he said.

The aircraft VT-ANT
received comprehensive inte-
rior upgrades at Boeings Mod-
ification Center in Victorville,
California and the painting
was done at AeroPro, an air-
craft paint facility in San Ber-
nardino, California. il
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