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Nepal panel
finds graft in
China-built
airport

KATHMANDU, Apn] 10:
A Nepal parfamentary com-
mattee has uncrwered a large-
scale cormuption wirth eroumsd
MNepalese Hs 14 llon m the
oonstruction of the Polham In-
ternational Airport, buili by a
Chinese crenpany with a saft
loan from China

A report by the sub-com-
mittee under the Public Ac-
counts Committee of the
House of Representatives
{HoR) led by Member of Par-
hament Rajendra Lingden
pund rregularitses in the air-
port's constraction,

The report highlighted an
embezzliement of spprmanmte-
v K= 14 Wlfion and clled for
Imvestggatns and stion sgmnst
several semoroficels invebved
imthe project,

The Pokhara Regonal In-
ternational Alrport was bale
from 2 loan of around Hs 22
bilfion from the Exim Bank of
China and was completed by
the Chimese company on De-
cember 20, 2022

As per the agrecment, Ne-
el i requared torepay the lnan
at a2 per cent imterest mte for
sevien years after the comple-
tion of the Arport constracton
and then clear the prncipal in
the next 13 years,

The sub-committoe termed
it irmnastural thet while the Civil
Aviation Authority of Nepal
(CAAN had estimatesd the cost
of constructng the aipart ot
LD 145 malon, the contract
was symed with the Chinese
company to construct the
project at the cost of LIS 215
rmallin, adding USD 70milSon.

Irregularities during the
project s construction also m-
cluded granting tax cxemptions
of s 2.2 hillion and paying Rs
0 million for removing 40
mietres of Chiine Danda hll,
which was never done.

The sub-committes also
recommended the suspen-
sion of senior officials of the
Civil Aviation Authority of
Nepal (CAAN, incloding [i-
rector General Pradecp
Adhilan and others mvolved
in thie propect, from the feasi-
bility study to the completion
of the airport's comstruction.

It recommended the Com-
mission for the Investigation
of Abuse of Authorey (CLAA)
and the Department of Mon-
oy Laundering Investigation
to probe the nvdvement of
several top officials conoermisd
i the case. — PT1
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Protest against Parandur
a1rp0rt reaches 1,000 day

TE Ra]a Simhan
Chennai

As the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment prepares to issue a
tender to build the Parandur
greenfield airport near
Chennai, Sunday marked the
1,000*" day of protest by villa-
gers against the 320,000
crore project.

Despite the rehabilitation
and resettlement package,
villagers have continued to
protest, stating that the pro-
ject would affect their liveli-
hood. They say the proposed
project will affect large por-
tions of water bodies and ag-
ricultural lands, and families
will be displaced with no
livelihood opportunities.

LIVELIHOOD THREAT
Parandur Green Airport Pro-
ject Protest Group &
Ekanapuram Village Resid-
ents and Farmers Welfare
Federation have urged both
the State and Centre to drop
the project.

The Federation said the
project would affect 13 vil-
lages, including
Ekanapuram, Nelvoy, Vala-
thur, Ediayarpakkam, Mad-
apuram and Akkammapuram
surrounding Parandur.

While livelihood is a major
issue, there are discrepan-
cies in the data given by the
Tamilnadu Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation Ltd
(Tidco), the Centre and the
Government Order, the
groups claim.

However, State govern-
ment sources say that the
settlement offered to those
affected, as part of the reset-
tlement and rehabilitation
package, was very good. “We
will sort out the issues with
the villagers soon,” they said.

With the Centre having
given its clearance for the
construction of the project,
it is set to enter the next
stage of tendering soon.

Chennai’s second airport
can annually handle 10 crore
passengers; will have two
runways, terminal buildings,
taxiways, an apron and a
cargo terminal.

The need for the airport
arises because the Chennai
airport handles over 2.2
crore people annually. After
the ongoing modernisation
work, it can handle 3.5 crore
people annually for the next
sevenyears.

The State government is
considering a regional rapid
transit system (RRTS) to the
planned airport in Parandur.
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Airport tests autonomous tow vehicle

Cathay cargo terminal has completed the first end-to-end trial
of autonomous electric tractor (AET) operations for direct
towing from the inside of the terminal to the west cargo apron
(WCA) at Hong Kong International
Airport.

The trial involved a fully autonomous
electric tow-tractor pulling four cargo
dollies into the Cathay cargo terminal and
driving itself to the correct cargo transfer
gate for loading, After loading, the AET
drove itself out of the terminal and successfully completed its
journey across the airport to the furthest cargo apron, the
WCA, delivering the cargo ready to be loaded directly onto a
Cathay cargo flight.

A unique feature of this initiative is the precise docking
solution, enabling the AET’s towing dolly chains to
automatically align with the transfer deck for seamless unit
load device (ULD) loading. Enhanced security features also
allow the AET to be digitally checked into and out of the
terminal without compromising security.
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Delhi Airport Seeks
Immigration Services
for Passengers to US

Ovur Bureau

New Delhi: Delhi international
airport has requested the govern-
ment to establish a US preclearan-
cefacility, atopofficial stated. This
would allow passengers flying di-
rectlytothe US tocomplete immig-
ration, customs and security
checks in Delhi before boarding.

If approved, travellers would by-
pass lengthy Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) and Transporta-
tion Security Administration
(TSA) inspections upon arrival in
the US, proceeding directly to the-
ir final destinations or connecting
flights. “We are looking at a precle-
arance facility for the US and have
asked the government for setting
up the facility at Delhi,” said SGK
Kishore, executive director of
GMR Airports (South).

However, the implementation
process could belengthy, involving
bilateral discussions between the
Indian and US governments and a
thorough inspection by US autho-
rities to ensure Delhi airport me-
etsthe necessary standards.

Currently, Abu Dhabi is the only
airport in Asia with a US preclea-
rancefacility, afeature that Etihad
Airways utilises to attract US-bo-
und travellers.

Delhi has witnessed a surge in
US-bound flights with the resur-

gence of AirIndia, which now ope-
rates 34 weekly non-stop flights to
various US cities and plans to add
services to Los Angeles and Dal-
las. United and American Airlines
also operate daily flights from Del-
hito Newark and New York.

“Tomake Delhian attractive pro-

position for more direct flights,

such a facility becomes important

as it willreduce hasslefor passeng-

ers. Delhi will then become one of

the top choices for passengers fly-

ing to the US from not only India

but the region,” a se-

nior Delhi airport offi-

H cial commented.

- The official noted

that many passengers

from Delhi connect to other desti-

nations within the US, and this fa-

cility would allow them to proceed

directly to their connecting
flights.

Under a 9,000-crore expansion
project, Delhi airport has expan-
ded its international transfer area
and increased immigration coun-
ters to manage the growing inter-
national traffic.

However, establishing a CBP pre-
clearance facility would involve
substantial costs for the airport,
including structural modifica-
tions to create dedicated areas for
US-bound flights and covering the
expenses for deploying CBP per-
sonnel,

21 APRIL 2025
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Flight disruption warnings 4
months ago went unheeded

Chaos at Delhi airport

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Flight operations at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport remained hobbled
on Sunday, with roughly 68% of
all arrivals and departures
delayed, as the airport operator
said airlines failed to heed warn-
ings about disruptions issued
four months ago and neglected
to adjust their flight schedules.

Officials pinned the chaos on
a combination of poor planning
and months-long miscommuni-
cation, with one of the airport’s
four runways shut for upgrades
during the busy summer travel
season, coupled with an
untimely change in wind direc-
tion —a perfect storm of factors
that slashed capacity and left
passengers blind-sided.

Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL), the airport operator,
said airlines were informed
about the planned runway

The closure of the runway and

SUNDAY'S MESS,
IN NUMBERS

arrivals departures
delayed delayed

|

Avg delay in | flights

departures | cancelled

CORDINGTO FLIGHTRADAR2A

AC
30 Flights Delhi
I

airport handles
every day
upgrade and potential wind dis-
ruption four months ago, but
made “minimal or no changes”.
“The closure of Runway 10/28
since 8th April for essential
Instrument Landing System
(ILS) upgradation, was planned

384 (501 wumr

for amonth or s0.”

potential wind disruptions snowballed into a harrowi

“Runway 10/28 will be brought back into oper:
week of May, with the remaining upgrade a
Delhi International Airport Ltd

well in advance in consultation
with all relevant stakeholders
and based on historical wind
patterns over 4 months ago...it
was agreed amongst all stake-
holders, including Airlines and
ATC [air traffic control] that will

ng time for passengers
4 RUNWAYS AT

‘ g DELHI AIRPORT

®27/09,28/10
(older runways)

® 29L/11R, and 29R/TL
(both became
operational in 2023)

Runway
28/10 shut
on April 8, will
open in May

nin the first
ties deferred

be temporary capacity con-
straints for arrivals...,” DIAL said
in astatementon X.

“During such moments the
Airlines are to reschedule or
cancel flights at short notice in

continuedon-311

DELHI AIRPORT

interest of passenger safety and
convenience... However, there
were minimal to no changes made.
Unfortunately this limited action/
non action has led to significant
operational challenges for all the
stakeholders including Delhi air-
port and ATC and in the end
impacted the passengers signifi-
cantly,”itadded.

DIAL said the airport, in coordi-
nation with stakeholders, had
decided to temporarily suspend the
upgrade work.

“Runway 10/28 will be brought
back into operation in the first
week of May, with the remaining
upgrade activities deferred for a
month orso,” it said.

Thousands of passengers were
affected on Sunday as 501 depar-
tures and 384 arrivals were
delayed,as of 11.30pm, according to
flight-tracking service Flightra-
dar24. This is just over 68% of the
1,300-0dd flights the airport han-
dlesaday.

The service also said departures
were, on average, delayed by an
hour and arrivals by 75 minutes.

The airport operates four run-
ways; 27/09, 28/10 (both these run-
waysareold), 29L/11R, and 29R/1IL,
with the newest runway becoming
operational in 2023. On a typical
day, the airport handles up to 46
arrivals per hour,

Meanwhile, Terminal 2 was
closed on April 15 2025 with the
46,000 passengers and 270,280
flights it handled being shifted to
expanded Terminal 1, which was
completely operational on the
same day, April 15.

These concurrent factors snow-
balled into a harrowing time for
passengers, and the mayhem was
thrown under the spotlight again
when Jammu & Kashmir chief
minister Omar Abdullah early on
Sunday morning criticised the air-
port for alengthy delay.

“Delhi airport is a bloody shit
show (excuse my French butI'min
no mood to be polite). 3 hoursin
the air after we left Jammu we get
diverted to Jaipur &soherelamat
linthe morning on the steps of the
plane getting some freshair. I've no
idea what time we will leave from
here,” hesaidon X.

Runway 28/10 was closed on
April 8 to enhance its Instrument
Landing System (ILS) to CAT Il B
standards—an upgrade that would
helpit better cope with fog in win-
ter. The timelines were set out to
ensurework was completed before
winter this year.

In mid-December, key aviation
stakeholders were in discussions to
devisea plan tominimise weather-
related disruptions, said officials
aware of the matter. DIAL antici-
pated areduction in runway capac-
ity —and possible flight cancella-
tions—because of the upgrade. By
January, DIAL formally informed
stakeholders and stated that the
runway work would not impact
flight operations.

Further complicating the situa-
tion, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) experienced
a leadership change at the same
time. DIAL first sought approvals
from the civil aviation ministry in
December 2024 and later from
both the DGCA and the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) on January
15, These approvals were granted in
February, said the people cited
above.

Ameetingon March4 involving
DIAL, AAI the civil aviation minis-
try and airline representatives dis-
cussed DIAL's mitigation plan to
handle passenger operations dur-
ing the closure and ILS upgrade.

According to the meeting minutes
reviewed by HT, all stakeholders
were made aware of the shift in
wind patterns and were advised to
plan their operations accordingly.

In the meeting led by the AAI
chairman Vipin Kumar, it was
noted that when the airport oper-
ates with easterly winds in mind,
the flight paths for runways 09 and
1IR cross each other about 7.6 nau-
tical miles west of the airportatal2
degree angle. Because of this, the
number of arriving flights are
forced to be reduced to 32 per hour.
A former AAI official explained,
“When Runway 11L is used for
departures and 1R for arrivals, and
runway 09 is also used only for
departures, the flight paths are not
fully separate. So, there must bea
gap of 100 to 110 seconds between
eacharriving flight on Runway 11R,
which limits the number of arrivals
toabout 32 per hour.”

Officials from AAI confirmed
that airlines were informed about
IMD's forecast, which predicted an
increase in easterly wind condi-
tions. In March and April, around
30% of flights were expected to
operate in easterly Mode, increas-
ing to 50% by May and June, This
seasonal shift, driven by pre-mon-
soon changes, was expected to fur-
ther reduce runway capacity.

During westerly winds— when
Runway 27 operates in mixed
mode, Runway 29 is used for
departures, and Runway 29L for
arrivals —the combined capacity is
74 flights per hour. Under Easterly
winds, with Runway 09 and 11L
handling departures and Runway
1IR managing arrivals, capacity is
around 72. But with only one run-
way available for arrivals, the
arrival capacity drops significantly.

Runway 28/10 had been
reopened in February 2024 after
being shut for re-carpeting in Sep-
tember 2023, Tt was closed again in
April, right when summer flight
traffic started increasing.

Relief may be on the way. A sen-
ior IMD official said the wind direc-
tion is expected to shift back to
westerly in two days.

“Every time a western disturb-
ance hits the western Himalayas,
wind direction temporarily shifts to
easterly,” the official said.

Some officials suggested that the
upgrade work could have been
phased. However, industry experts
disagreed, saying the nature of the
work—milling the runway surface
and installing inset lights —
required it to be completed in one
go. They added that the March to
June window was optimal, as it
avoids fog in winter and heavy
rains during the monsoon.

Airlines were also advised that
delays and diversions during east-
erly mode were inevitable. They
were encouraged (o review and
adjust their schedules every two
weeks based on actual operating
conditions and unscheduled flight
movements to minimise cancella-
tions. “Theairportoperator shares
its plans with stakeholders as per
standard procedures. It’s the air-
lines who should have trimmed
their operations to avoid disrup-
tion,” said Mohan Ranganathan, an
aviation safety expert.

“A four-month closure of a
major runway is a long time for a
hub like Delhi. DGCA, astheregu-
lator, should have revisited the
summer schedule and possibly
issued arevised one.”

Mark D Martin of Martin Con-
sulting however said, “Itis concern-
ing that DIAL, having managed IGI
Airport since 2006, appears to
attribute ongoing issues around
airport congestion, planning, and

'_ 1 AW EVE

change management to external
factors in amanner that may come
acrossas dismissive.”

A formerairline official said that
noairline would want to lose busi-
ness. “Advance planning should
have included the cancellation of
some flights by the airlines..”

“However, such massive delays
might also be causing them signifi-
cantlosses,” said the official.

INDIA-U.S. DEAL

India. Milk and milk products
derived from animals being fed
non-vegetarian feed (a common
thing in America) would offend
religious sentiment of millions of
Indians. Washington cannot sim-
plydismiss this issue by terming
it a non-tariff barrier,” one of
them said.

India-US bilateral trade agree-
ment (BTA) negotiations in the
first tranche are expected to
involve goods trade, the people
mentioned above said. A “near
consensus” is there between the
two partners to negotiate tariff
and non-tariff issues for goods
firstand then pick up other areas
such as services, digital trade,
mobility and investments subse-
quently in the spirit of the agree-
ment envisaged by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modiand President
Donald Trump, they said. On Feb-
ruary 13, the two leaders resolved
to boost bilateral trade from
about $200 billion to $500 billion
by 2030, dubbed as “Mission 500"
througha BTA.

They said the first tranche of
negotiations could see a signifi-
cant tariff adjustment as Trump
often referred to India as “tariff
king” and imposed a 26% recipro-
cal tariff (including 10% baseline
tariff) on Indian imports to Amer-
ica, but later suspended it for a
three-month period (until July 9)
pending trade negotiations.
Although tariff structures in
India are WTO-compliant, India’s
average tariff rate is 17% com-
pared to about 3.3% imposed by
the US. In the agricultural sector,
India’s average tariff is 39% com-
pared to 5% by the US.

Bilateral reduction of tariffs
and non-tariff barriers are on the
cards keeping mutual benefits in
mind on the principle of reciproc-
ity. “India, however, wants to be
treated equitable and not equal
on trade matters. America has
evolved as a developed country.
India aspires to become a devel-
oped nation by 2047. Therefore,
the principle of equity would not
only help the two partners to
have stable and strong bilateral
economic ties, but also help
Indian people to prosper, to

Hindustan Times.
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Around 900 flights hit,
fliers frustrated at IGIA

Aheli Das

aheli.das@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Flight delays at
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport in Delhi on Satur-
day night and Sunday triggered
fights and arguments between
passengers on one hand and air-
port security and ground staff on
the other. At least 384 arrivals
and 501 departures were
delayed, according to data avail-
able from Flightradar24, as of
11.30pm on Sunday.

The delays were due to shift-
ing wind patterns, and the clo-
sure of a runway. Videos of argu-
ments between passengers and
airport security were shared on
social media platform X after an
Air India flight was delayed by
seven hours.

“A fight broke out between
Air India employees and angry
passengers over a several-hour
delay of a Delhi-Mumbai flight.
Frustrated passengers con-
fronted ground staff, leading to
heated arguments and scuffles,”
a passenger shared on X.

“Whether you're travelling
First/Business/Premium or
Economy, the grimy inefficiency
is the same at the time of embar-
kation, or otherwise. This is Ter-
minal 3 at the Delhi airport on a
Sunday morn: the air condition-
ing has failed, no adequate seat-
ing around and your bucks don't
matter,” said politician Yusuf A
Ahmad Ansari on X while shar-
ing a video of an overcrowded
lounge area.

An airport official said that
the chaos was a result of delays
in landing of several flights due
to change in wind patterns and
easterly winds. “Of the four run-
ways of the Delhi airport, run-
way 10/28 has been closed for
upgradation, This, and the
change in wind pattern, caused
air traffic congestion, leading to
delays in both departure and
arrivals,” the official said.

Flight operations at the air-
port have been severely dis-
rupted over the past week due to
a variety of factors. Since the
runway closure, Delhi has been
handling approximately 200
fewer flights daily. Adverse
weather events comnounded the

Passengers at IGI Airport’s T1 last week.

problems. On April 12, 498
flights were delayed due to an
intense thunderstorm. Problems
with baggage processing and
conveyor belts also led to some
flights getting delayed at Termi-
nal 1 (T1) last Tuesday, which
reopened 10 months after its
canopy collapsed due to a heavy
downpour that left one dead.

Delhi airport issued an advi-
sory at 6.40 am on Sunday, say-
ing, “Due to shifting wind pat-
tern in the vicinity of the airport,
certain airline operations may
experience delays. Air traffic
flow management measures for
Flight Arrivals will be imple-
mented from 0830 hours IST till
1230 hours IST today by ATC
authorities to ensure safe opera-
tions...Passengers are advised to
stay in touch with their respec-
tive airlines for the latest
updates on flight schedules.”

However, passengers com-
plained about delays in baggage
claim, unavailability of proper
information and mismanage-
ment throughout the day as air
traffic congestion continued.

A Goa-bound couple travel-
ling from Delhi complained
about their baggage never arriv-
ing. The passenger, with handle
@roshan_rx, posted on X, “My
wifeand I'were traveling to Goa
for our honeymoon on Flight 6E
2265 (from Delhi to Goa) on 20th
April 2025...and checked in lug-
gage at Delhi Airport, arriving
Goa, we were informed that bag-
oqee not arrived "

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

“Despite repeated inquiries at
the Goa airport, we were told
that the luggage was not sent on
the flight from Delhi. This
caused us extreme inconven-
ience, as we had no change of
clothes or essential items with
us,” headded.

Vinamra Longani, head of
business, India, SGI Aviation,
posted on X at 1.26am on Sun-
day, “The closure of runway
10/28 at Delhi airport continues
to wreck havoc on flight opera-
tions tof from the busiest airport
in India. Its 0125 local and every
aircraft wanting to get in is hav-
ing to circle for a prolonged
period of time before landing.”

Another passenger wrote,
“Delhi Airport is literally in
shambles due to Runway 28 clo-
sureand also easterlies blocking
the use or other runways for
arrivals. Almost every other
domestic flight is delayed.”

A person familiar with airport
operations, requesting anonym-
ity, told HT, “The acceptance
rate for the airport during west-
erlies is 42 arrivals per hour and
during the easterlies it is 32
arrivals per hour. So when east-
erlies are impacting, there isan
anticipated delay of 10 arrivals
per hour already, which natu-
rally causes congestion.”

The person cited above added
that discussions are underway
on whether runway 10/28, closed
since April 8 for Instrument
Landing System (ILS) upgrada-
tion. will be onened shortlv,

OMAR ABDULLAH
HITS OUT AT DELHI
AIRPORT AFTER
JAIPUR DIVERSION

Vrinda Tulsian

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Omar Abdul-
lah criticised IGI Airport after
his flight to Delhi was diverted
to Jaipur late Saturday night.
Delhi airport clarified that the
diversion was due to the chang-
ing weather conditions and tem-
porary capacity constraints at
the runway.

Sharing a photo of himself at
the Jaipur airport, Abdullah
posted on X, “Delhi airport is a
bloody shit show (excuse my
French, but I'm in no mood to be
polite). 3 hours in the air after we
left Jammu we get diverted to
Jaipur and so here I am at 1in
the morning on the steps of the
plane getting some fresh air, I've
no idea what time we will leave
from here.” He later posted, “...1
got to Delhi just after 3:00am.”

Delhi airport, responding to
Abdullah’s post, said it would be
incorrect to blame them for the
delay as the change in wind pat-
terns was historic and the run-
way closure was pre-planned so
it was the airlines’ responsibility
toreschedule or cancel flights.

“When these easterly wind sit-
uations have been arising in the
past few days, airlines were
advised to adjust flight sched-
ules. But there was minimal to
no changes made..,” the airport
said on X on Sunday evening.

“Dear Mr Abdullah, as you
may be aware, we've issued sev-
eral advisories regarding the
unseasonal changing wind pat-
terns in Delhi..We sincerely
regret the inconvenience
caused,” an earlier post by the
Delhi airport had stated.

Further, airport officials said
that the IndiGo flight 6E 5642
from Jammu to Delhi was alleg-
edly diverted to Jaipur because it
had less holding fuel. But IndiGo
officials denied the claim saying
the flight was delayed due to
coneestion
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NEW DELHI: Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Omar Abdul-
lah criticised IGI Airport after
his flight to Delhi was diverted
to Jaipur late Saturday night.
Delhi airport clarified that the
diversion was due to the chang-
ing weather conditions and tem-
porary capacity constraints at
the runway.

Sharing a photo of himself at
the Jaipur airport, Abdullah
posted on X, “Delhi airport is a
bloody shit show (excuse my
French, but I'm in no mood to be
polite). 3 hours in the air after we
left Jammu we get diverted to
Jaipur and so here I am at lin
the morning on the steps of the
plane getting some fresh air. I've
no idea what time we will leave
from here.” He later posted, “...1
got to Delhi just after 3:00am.”

Delhi airport, responding to
Abdullah’s post, said it would be
incorrect to blame them for the
delay as the change in wind pat-
terns was historic and the run-
way closure was pre-planned so
it was the airlines’ responsibility
toreschedule or cancel flights.

“When these easterly wind sit-
uations have been arising in the
past few days, airlines were
advised to adjust flight sched-
ules. But there was minimal to
no changes made..,” the airport
said on X on Sunday evening,

“Dear Mr Abdullah, as you
may be aware, we've issued sev-
eral advisories regarding the
unseasonal changing wind pat-
terns in Delhi..We sincerely
regret the inconvenience
caused,” an earlier post by the
Delhi airport had stated.

Further, airport officials said
that the IndiGo flight 6E 5642
from Jammu to Delhi was alleg-
edly diverted to Jaipur because it
had less holding fuel. But IndiGo
officials denied the claim saying
the flight was delayed due to
coneestion.
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OMARABDULLAH SLAMS DELHIAIRPORT

T-2 closure, runway upgrade: Why
Delhi airport is facing flight delays

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

FOR SEVERAL days, passengers
have been at the receivingend of
significantdelaysand diversions
atthelndira Gandhi International
{1GI} Airport owing to reasons
ranging from repairworks toun-
favourable weather conditions.

The issue came to a head af-
ter Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
slammed the IGI Airport early
Sunday after his flight from
Jammiu to Delhi was diverted to
Jaipur due to“traffic congestion”
and faced significant delays.

The Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL) said it re-
gretted the inconvenience caused
to Abdullah and said there are
temporary capacity constraints
due to runway maintenance
worksand easterly winds.

Sharing a selfie purportedly
taken during the IndiGo flight's
halt in Jaipur, Abdullahwrote ina
postonX, “Delhi airportis abloody
sh*tshow ( excuse my French but
I'min nomood to be polite). 3
hours in the air after we left
Jammu we get diverted to Jaipur
& sohere lamat 1 in the morning
on the steps of the plane getting
some fresh air. I've no idea what
time we will leave from here.”

In a later post, he said, “In
case anyone is wondering, [ got
to Delhi just after 3:00 AM",

The non-stop flight from
Jammu to Delhi, which usually
takes around one-and-a-half
hours, took five hours.

“There was congestion at the
airport. Aircraft should have
enough holding fuel for these sit-
uations, Thisaircraftdid not have

& The IndianEXPRESS

J REASONS BEHIND AIRPORT WOES

B One out of the four
runways at the Delhi
Airport has beenshut down
for repair work

B The airport temporarily
shut downTerminal 2

forimprovement works
and shifted all operations
to the revamped Terminal 1
B Unfavourable weather

conditions also contributed
to delays at the airport

... 3 hours in the air

after we left Jammu
we getdivertedto
Jaipur&soherel amat
1in the morning on the
steps of the plane
getting some fresh air.
I've noidea what time
we willleave from here.

OMARABDULLAH
JEKCM, onX

sufficient holding fuel. That was
why it was diverted to Jaipur. By
the time the flight landed in Jaipur,
the flight duty time limitation had
finmished, due to which the crew
was changed,” a source said.

“The flight was diverted due
totraffic congestion, and wefol-
lowed instructions from the
ATC," an IndiGo source said.

Here's why theairport is fac-
ing delays:

Runway upgrade

One of the four runways at
the Delhi airport has remained
shut since April 9 for upgrade
work. This has led to a decrease
inthe numberofflightsthatcan
land at the airport.

“DelhiAirport is..undergoing
essential runway upgrades.. We
are working closely withall stake-

holders tominimise any potential
impacton flight operations,” DIAL
postedon X on April 9.

Currently, only two rumways
canoperateinlow visibility con-
ditions from both ends.

Runway 10/28, which was
slated to be upgraded over the
coming months, can handle low-
visibility operations from just
oneofits ends.

After theupgrade, the airport
will have three runwayscapable
of low-visibility operations.
Being in North India, the Delhi
airportis prone to dense fog dur-
ing winter, which can lead to
major disruptions,

“The plan to shut down the
runway was taken in consulta-
tion withall stakeholders. All air-
lineswere told to reduce flights,”
an airport source said.

Mon, 21 April 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7721934@

According to a NOTAM( Motice
to Airmen)issued by the Airports
Authority of India, only 42 flights
will be able to arrive during west-
erlywindsand 32 during easterly
winds fromApril 11 toJuly 21.

A source aware of the devel-
opmentconfirmed to The Indian
Express that the runway will re-
open sooner than expected.
Operations on the runway were
slated to commence in June al-
ter upgradation.

Closure of Terminal 2

All operations of Terminal 2
were shifted to the recently ren-
ovated Terminal 1on April 15.T-
2 has been temporarily shut till
September to refurbish ittoin-
measeitspassenger handlingca-
pacity. Allof Terminal 2's approx-
imately 270 flights and 50,000

passengerswillbe utilising T-1.

Earlier in January, DIAL had
underlined in an official state-
ment that “the temporary clo-
sure of Terminal 2 is expectedto
cause minimal disruption to op-
erations,asthe newly developed
Terminal 1 will absorbtheaddi-
tional load, ensuring continued
service to passengers,”.

However, almost half of the
flights at the airport were de-
layed on April 15, according to
Rightradar24, a flight tracking
website. On the first day of the
relocation of flights to Terminal 1,
passengersalso faced additional
inconvenience due to a glitch in
the baggage check-in.

Weather conditions

Unfavourable weather also
conditions contributed to exist-
ing delays. Last Friday, heavy
thunderstorms and strong winds
caused significant disruptions.

Shifting wind patterns over
the last five days also caused de-
lays. "Easterly winds, whichusu-
ally start after May 15, have
started right from April thistime
around,” a source said. This
change and the reduction of one
runway have resultedin disrup-
tions to flight operations.

“Due to shifting wind pat-
ternsinthevicinity of the airport,
Air Traffic Flow Management
measures for flight arrivals have
been implemented from 1230
I5T till 1630I15T today... All other
airport operations and 3 runway's
atDelhi Airport continueto func-
tion as scheduled. However, cer-
tain flight arrivals may experi-
ence delays or adjustments,”
DIAL wrote on X on April 17,

DIAL has been making these

posts forthe last five days.
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Mumbai
airport will
remain shut
for 6 hours
on May 8

MUMBAL: Flight opera-
tions at the city'’s Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport (CSMIA) will
remain shut for six hours on
May 8, due to runway main-
tenance work ahead of the
onset of the monsoon sea-
son, the private airport oper-
ator MIAL said on Saturday.

The Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL)
also said that the manda-
tory NOTAM (Notice to
Airmen) was issued six
months in advance to notify
all stakeholders, enabling
airlines to adjust their flight
schedules well ahead of time
and plan accordingly.

The scheduled pre-mon-
soon maintenance work on
both the runways- 09/27
and 14/32-- will be under-
taken between 11 am-17
pm, MIAL said.

During this period both
the primary runway (09/27)
a.ncr secondary runway
(14/32) will be temporar-
ily non-operational, it said.

This annual pre-mon-
500N maintenance is cru-
cial for preserving the health
and longevity of the airport
airside infrastructure, it
added.

Specialists will inspect
runway surfaces for wear
and tear, addressing preven-
tive measures for waterlog-
Bll'f to ensure safe landing
and take-offs during the
monsoon season, Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
said. M
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Flight delayed, Omar takes

Delhi IGI airport to task

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Mew Delhni

ammu and Kashmir Chiel Minister
Omar Abdullah on Sunday lambasted
Delhis Indira Gandhi International
G} airport as his (light was delayed and
diveried to Jaipur before landing in the
naticnal ca]:ularta.rl}' morning. He called
the Delhi international atrport a “bloody
shit show.” adding he was “in no mood to
be polite”
Accompanying his post with a selfie
taken from outside an IndiGo plane at the
Jaipur airport, he wrote on X, “Delhd air-
port is a Moody sh*t show (excuse my
French but I'm in no mood 1o be palite].
3 hours in the air after we left Jammu we
get diverted to Jaipur & so here Lam at |
in the morning on the steps of the plane
getting some fresh air. I've no idea what
tirne we will leave from here” Delbd air-
port operator DIAL regretted the tncon-
venience caused to him and said there are
termporary capacity constraints due to run-
way upgradation and easterly winds.
The Delhi Airport responded to

Abdullah on Sunday, citing “unseasonal
changing wind patterns” for the delay.
“Drear Mr Abdullsh, as you may be aware,
we've tssued several advisories regarding
the unseasonal changtng wind patterns in
Delhi. Runway 10/28 has been dlosed for
[LS upgradation since 8th April, following
consultation with all stakeholders and
based on historical wind patterns.
Additionally, the shifi toward more east-
etly winds and the use of converging run-
ways for easterly arrivals have led to lem-
wary capacily constraints during this
E:gm.?lnﬂ" it said Meanwhile, I]E‘: 1GI
Airporl Sunday morning issued an advi-
sory for passengers, saying that airines
may experience delays “due to shifting
wind patterns in the vicinity of the airport’
In a post on X, the airport said air traf-
fic low management measures for fight
arrivals will be implemented from 8.30 am
b 1230 pm (o ensure safe operaticns in
accordance with international and regu-
latory protocols, keeping passenger sale-

L4 the ]1'::'15511:3-! pr.iuri'lﬁ':: = i
Continued on »» P2

Flight delayed,
Omar takes Delhi
IGI airport to task

Gontnued bem 22 Pl All other opera-
tions scross lerminals and theee runways
al Delht Afrport, continue 1o function
normally. Passengers are advised to stay
in touch with their respective atrlines for
the latest updates on light schedules” it
stbd on 30 Ttadded, “We sincerely regret
any inconvenience caused and appred-
ate your understanding”

Ormar’s comments came amid wide-
spread fight delays caused by adverse
weather in the Valkey, On Saturday, at kast
st flights were cancelled at the Srinagar
airport, where moderate to heavy rain-
[all and hailstorms disrupted

operalions.
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New building to come up as part of airport expansion plan; to have 11 million passenger capacity

Old domestic terminal set to be razed

SANJAY MANDAL
Caleutta: The old domestc
terminal of the Calcutta alr-
port WLl e pulled down. 1t 15
almost defunct now axcept for
handling a fow speclal Mights.

The bullding becime oper-
atlonal in 1995 and remained
the hub of Calcutta airport's
domestic fight operatons il
the new Integrated terminal
hecame functional in 2013,

It 15 located to the left as
one takes a right turn towards
the departure gates of the
existing integrated terminal
through the ramp.

The white bullding 1s adja-
cant to the Integratad bullding
Just after the bus terminal.
The area opposite the bulld-
Ing has now been allocated for
app-cab parking

The demolition of the
butiding Is part of & two-phase
expansion plan of the Caleutta
alrport.

Alrport officlals sald a pri-
vate agency will soon be given
the contract to demaolish the
S-year-old buflding. The work
15 MEely fo start 1 August.

“The contract for the dem-
alition will be given to a pri-
vate agency soon Construc-
ton and other materials from
the demolished building will

bé auctionad,” alrport direc-
tor Pravat Ranjan Beurta told
Metro,

“The demolltlon of the
butlding will mark the begin-
ning of the expansion pro-
Ject,” ho sald

The agency that gets the
contract is supposed to pay 71.5
crore (o the afrport authorities
as partof the auction cost.

Alrport sources sald Metal
Scrap Trade Corporation Litd,
A government-ownead e-com-
marce company, 18 finalising
hiring the agency.

The old domestic build-
1ng was approximately 22500
square metres with an annu-
al capacity to handle 50 lakh
PASSENgOrs.

The total area of the pres-
ent imtegrated erminal build-
ing is 2.22 973 square metres,
with an annual capacity to
handle 36 milllon passengoers,

As part of the airport’s
expanston plan, a new termi-
nal udlding covering 1.2 lakh
square metres will come up to
handle the Increasing passen-
gar numbers

The Alrports Authory of
India has sent a project pro-
posal, with an approximate
cost of 34,500 crope, 10 the Cen-
tre for approval.

Wark 18 now underway for

a modular expansion of the
srport to add 2 millon to the
annual passenger count ca-
pactey, taking 1t t0 28 millon. A
budget of €130 crore has been

allocated for-the project.

“However, despite the ex-
pansion, we will requine & new
terminal by 2020," an alrport
official sald.

The new terminal butld-
ing 15 estimated to have an
dannual capacity of 11 milon
passengers.

“After the construction of

Oid terminal building:
Became operational in

1995

| Total area

| 22,500 sq-m
(approximately)

Annual passanger
handling capacity

50 lakh

the new Integrated terminal
btlding, the existing one will
be converted for domestic op-
eratlon with an assessed an-
nual passenger capacity of 34

millon per year,” sald an atr-
port offictal.

The old domestic building,
which will be demolished,
often stmgeled to handle the
rush of passengers. Fliers
would often complain about
long quetes at the entry gatos
and security hold check-in
Couniers.

A canopy was bullt from
one end of the old domestic
terminal to the other to in-
crease lounge space. Spanning
over 1,650 square metres, 1t
was built in three phases,

Despite the expansion,
the terminal's Infrastructure
was Insufficient to handle the
Increasing number of passen-
gers, especlally In the domes-
tle sector.

Adding to the problem
was the lack of work culture
among some alrport employ-
ees, which had resulted In
dirty washrooms and an unti-
dy lounge.

When the exlsting Inte-
grated bullding became oper-
ational In 20038, most low-cost
carrlers operated out of the
01 domestle terminal

“This tme, special Mehts
carrying Haj pilgrims will
be operating out of the old
domestie terminal,” sald an
alrport offictal.
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lame Game Between DIAL

& Airlines Over Flight Delays

Jammu-Delhi Via Jaipur In 5.5 hours; Omar Abdullah Fumes

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A full-blown
blame game has erupted be-
tween airlines and Delhi In-
ternational Airport Ltd
(DIAL) as delays continue to
plague flights at India’s busi-
est hub. Responding to Jam-
mu & Kashmir CM Omar Ab-
dullah’s comment on X that
“Delhiairportis a b****y s**{
show” after his Jammu-Del-
hi reached the destination in
5.5 hours with a diversion
stop in Jaipur, DIAL blamed
airlines for making “mini-
mal to no changes™ to flight
schedules. Airlines, on their
part, questioned the timing
of runway repair work by the
airport operator.

“Delhi airport 1s a b****y
s**t show (excuse my French,
but I'm in no mood to be po-
lite). 3 hours in the air after
we left Jammu we get divert-
edtoJaipur &soherelamati
in the morning (Sunday) on
the steps of the plane getting
some fresh air. I've no idea
what time we will leave from
here," Abdullah said in X
early on Sunday morning.

Abdullah had boarded In-
diGo's6E-5642, which took off
from Jammu at 9.30 pm. The
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HARROWING TIME: How Omar Abdullah and everyone else on

IndiGo Jammu-Delhi flight hovered near Delhi on Saturday-Sunday
night for 1.5 hours before diverting to Jaipur

Airbus A320 hovered in Delhi
forl.5hoursand, then, divert-
ed to Jaipur where it landed
at 12.30 am on Sunday. Ac-
cording to flight tracking
sites, the aircraft finally took
off fromJaipurat2.14amand
reached IGIA just after 3am.
Responding to him, Delhi
Airportsaidon X:"... Theclo-
sure of runway 10/28 since
April 8 for essential instru-
ment landing system (ILS)

upgradation, was planned
well in advance... it was
agreed among all stakehold-
ers,includingairlinesandair
traffic control (ATC) that
whenever the shift (in wind
flow) happens to easterly
winds... airlines are to res-
chedule or cancel flights at
short notice.... Airlines were
advised, in accordance with
pre-agreed plans, to adjust
flicht schedules. However,

there was minimal to no
changes made. Unfortunate-
ly,thislimited action/non-ac-
tion has led to significant op-
erational challenges for all
the stakeholders, including
Delhi Airport and ATC, and,
in the end, impacted the pas-
sengerssignificantly.”

On their part, airlines
blame the timing on the air-
port operator. “Just look at
past three vears and Delhi
Airport has been facing one
challenge after the other. Last
year, terminal 1 issue hap-
pened. Before that, the main
runway could not handle
CATIII B landings in the win-
ter of 2023-24. Now, this is the
latest 1ssue. How do they ex-
pect to meet the growing air
travel requirement with such
erratic service,” said offi-
cilals acrossairlines.

With its three currently
operational runways and un-
seasonal easterly winds,
[GIA can handle a maximum
of upto32arrivalsinan hour.
But the number of flights
scheduled to fly in is way
higher than this number,
leading to endemic delays
and diversions. Cumulative-
ly, 94 arrivals on a daily basis
are in hours exceeding the up
to32 mark.
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Gold Line Metro to link both airports
via [TT & Kurla with 7 interchanges

Manthan K. Mehta
@timesofindia.com

Belapur, serving as a crucial
east-west transit link that

R MIA connects two international
Mumbai: Cideo is in the final Mumbai LB::“T? Vashi | airports while also integra-
stages of preparing the Detai- Metro Line 8 _Aratopa't) —Sanpada | 1ing Key residential and com-
led Project Report (DPR) for Route | Chhatrapati mercial zones,”
Metro Line #—also known as Shivaji Maharaj In addition to its strategic
the Gold Line—which will | Intermational Airport | airportto-airport role, Metro
connect Chhatrapati Shivaji | to Navi Mumbal | Line 8 will offer interchange
Maharaj International Air- International Airport | connectivity r-;vi:hm'enomﬁr
port (CSMIA) in Mumbai to Bl i | metro corridors across the
the upcoming Navi Mumbai Eﬁg?ﬁ:‘;’f" Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
International Airport | 'TolectReport) stage NMIAWest  waiaT2|  Blon. Singhal further said,
(NMIA), It will offer inter- | Length | 34.9 km —— ! “These interchanges will offer
change connectivity with se- BMC Alignment /'" Y seamless travel across the city
veral operational and propo- - Underground { Timefine \ and beyond, making Metro8a
sed metro corridors across | A2 km 2 B 9%Tkm lﬁ'wf“ | vital component of the re-
the Mumbai Metropolitan | cIDCO im | Elevated completionby/  gion's integrated transport
Region (MMR)., The align- Area T [ T 2029 /./ network.”
ment will pass through kev esmi e — He added that the metro
nodes, including Kurla and Key Stations (tentative): csMIA T2 | wotild offer a reliable and effi-
Lokmanyva Tilak Terminus LBS Mary | Ghatkopar East | LTT | Sagar cient alternative for air pas-
(LTT), enhancing integra- Sangam | Targhar/Moha | NMIA West | sengers, especially those with
tion between metro, subur- NMIA T2 tight layovers, while easing ve-
ban rail, and long-distance Passenger Interchanges: hicular pressure on arterial
trains. e | roads such as the Eastern Ex-
The 34.9-km corridor ises. ' Line 28: DN Nagar - Mandale {at ISBT press Highway and Sion-Pan-
timated to cost Bs 20,000 crore Mankhurd) vel Highway Having two air-

and will be developed under
the Public-Private Partners-
hip (PPP) model. Once the
DPR is submitted to the state
govt, Cideo plans to float ten-
ders, with the bidding pro-
pessexpected toconelude this
vear, The line is targeted for
commissioning by 2029,

The Gold Line will begin
at the CSMIA Terminal 2 sta-
tion and run underground

Line 3: Colaba - Bandra - SEEPZ (at CSMIA)

. Line 4: Wadala - Kasarvadavall (at
g, Garodiya Nagar, Ghatkopar)

until Chheda Nagar From
there, it will transition into
an elevated corridor along
the Sion-Panvel Highway, re-
placing the earlier plan to ro-
ute it via Palm Beach Road.
Cideo's Vice Chairman
and Managing Director Vijay

Singhal said, “The alignment
passes through Kurla and
LTT, enhancing multimodal
connectivity between metro
services and both suburban
and long-distance trains, It
continues onward through
Mankhurd, Vashi, Nerul,and

ports in Mumbai and direct
connectivity will boost the de-
velopment in MMR region and
fulfill the goal of § 5 trillion
economy; said Singhal. Metro
Line 8 will be Mumbai's se-
cond metro corridor to be ex-
ecuted under the PPP model
after the operational Versova-
-Andheri-Ghatkopar  Metro
Line L It is projected to handle
nearly 9 lakh passengers daily
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Centre to seck airlines’
feedback before resuming

India-China direct flights

S— ect flights between the two
Rohit Vaid countries.
New Delhi “After the second round of

The Centre is set to seek
feedback from airlines on
their past experience of op-
erating in China before re-
starting any direct flights
between the two countries,
industry  sources  told
businessline.

businessline was the first to
report on April 8, 2025, that
delegation-level talks were
held between India and
China on “ways and means”
to restart direct air services.

Notably, there has been no
direct air connectivity
between India and China
since early 2020, following
the outbreak of the Covid-19
pandemic.

The situation deteriorated
after military clashes erup-
ted between the two neigh-
bours in Galwan Valley of the
Ladakh region.

Prior to Covid, airlines
from both sides operated
flights to many destinations
like Shanghai, Guangzhou,
New Delhi, Mumbai, and
Kolkata.

Flight services, however,
have been resumed between
India and Hong Kong.

AIRFARE RULES

“The next meeting is expec-
ted to take place during the
latter part of this month or
early next month,” industry
sources said.

“A key agenda item will be
airfare regulations imposed
by China on Indian airlines.”

India is likely to push for
greater freedom for its carri-
ers to determine their own
airfares based on demand.

The  talks, industry
sources said, will also touch
on the expected entry of
Chinese low-cost carriers
into the Indian market,
which is expected to boost
tourism in both countries.

Sources said, both sides
hope to revive tourism and
business travel by easing re-
strictions and increasing dir-

talks, the delegations, which
also consist of regulators,
will discuss slot allocations
and other operational ar-

rangements,” added the
sources.
Last  week, multiple

sources told businessline that
India and China have started
the process to resume direct
flight operations by agreeing
to first “streamline proced-
ures” for airline operations.
The two countries have
agreed “in principle to re-
sume direct air services.”

GROUND-LEVEL TALKS

“Multiple stakeholders are
involved in the overall talks
that include issues such as
visas. Specifically on the civil
aviation side, talks took place
in a cordial environment be-
fore starting the process,”
sources had told businessline.

“Streamlining of pro-
cesses such as slot allocation,
renewal of ground handling
contracts and other proced-
ures have started.”

As per sources, the
streamlining exercise would
give an impetus to the in-
dustry to start operations, as
the earlier system was “cum-
bersome as well as
time-consuming.”

“After the process is com-
pleted, itwill be up to airlines
to ready their ground opera-
tions at the destination air-
port by deploying adequate
manpower and securing reg-
ulatory approvals,” sources
had said.

Besides, sources said that
the streamlining process will
not change the contours of
the existing bilateral air
rights agreement.

On their part, the do-
mestic airline industry is op-
timistic about resuming
flight services. Speaking to
businessline, executives of
several airlines said flights to
China used to experience
healthy load factors, some-
times up to 90 per cent.
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Travel demand to the US takes a hit
amid trade tensions, visa backlogs

FLIGHT FARES DIP. Airfares from Mumbai/Delhi to the US in April-June are 5-8% lower than last year

]
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Ongoing trade tensions and
unease among students over
tighter visa regulations are
slowing down travel demand
to the US.

On an overall basis, over-
seas visitor arrivals (exclud-
ing Mexico and Canada) in
the US declined 11.6 per cent
in March on a year-on-year
basis, data from National
Travel and Tourism Office
(NTTO) show.

A reduction in arrivals was
seen from all regions except
East Europe and West Asia.

Indian arrivals in the US
dropped 3.6 per cent in
March and have remained
flat in the first three months
of CY2025. NTTO data in-
clude leisure tourists, busi-
ness visitors and students.

While US President Don-
ald Trump has paused im-
position of tariffs for all
countries except China and

FOOTFALLS DECLINE. Indian

arrivals in the US dropped 3.6%

in March and remained flat in the first three months of CY 2025

is negotiating trade deals,
the uncertainty is resulting
in travel deferrals.

ENROLMENTS DROP
Enrolments in the US by In-
dian students have reduced
and the recent revocation of
study visas have added to
anxieties.

Travel sentiment in India
towards the US has been sig-
nificantly impacted as a res-
ult of US government ac-
tions, said Ajay Bali,

Managing Director (India),
BCD Travel.

While there was some up-
tick in April, demand for
travel to the US in May and
June looks sluggish, said Bali,
who helps global MNCs with
their travel plans.

Airfares from Mumbai/
Delhi to the US in April-June
period, too, are 5-8 per cent
lower than last year, indicat-
ing muted demand.

Arecent poll by the Global
Business Travel Association

(GBTA) echoes similar con-
cerns. Globally, nearlya third
of corporate travel managers
estimate a significant de-
crease in business travel
volume in 2025 due to US
government policies.

BIZ TRAVEL OUTLOOK
“While the outlook for global
business travel was incred-
ibly strong coming into 2025,
our research now shows in-
creasing concerns and un-
certainty within our in-
dustry,” said  Suzanne
Neufang, CEO of GBTA.

Only 31 per cent of profes-
sionals expressed optimism
about overall business travel
outlook while 40 per cent
were neutral.

GBTA said this marked a
decline from its last Novem-
ber poll when 67 per cent re-
ported optimistic outlook
for 2025 and 26 per cent were
neutral.

GBTA’s latest poll was
based on responses from 905
corporate travel managers,

with over half of them based
in the US. Indian parti-
cipants accounted for 2 per
cent of the total.

‘INDUSTRY RESILIENT’
Some, however, believe that
fears of a slowdown in India
US travel are overblown. “It
is pretty much business as
usual for us,” said a head of
an online travel agency.

“Throughout the first few
months of the vear, travel
and bookings from India to
the US have remained steady
year-on-year,” said Sunny
Sodhi, MD, FCM Travel In-
dia. While Sodhi remains
confident of the resilience of
travel industry, he foresees a
possible change in focus by
companies.

“Itisa very different land-
scape today compared to
what it was at the beginning
of the year, and we are con-
scious that companies may
prioritise business and trade
with other nations,” Sodhi
remarked.
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M Airbus, Boeing Plane
Pricesto Rise on Tariffs

HEW YORK Commercial
plane prices, already lifted

inrecent yearsdueto

pandemic supply chain

shocks, are polsed taclimb further as
Boeing and Airbus are buffeted by
trade tariffs. "Compared with 2018,
pricesfor commercial je1s have risen
by around 30% . an aviation expert
told AFP on condition of ananymity.
The American and European aerospa-
ce giants have grappled with higher
expenses for primary materials.
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DGCA orders probe
into AIX pilot’s death

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation has
ordered a detailed investigation
into the death of an Air India
Express pilotafter a flight from
Srinagar to Delhi on April 9,
including a verification of his
medical history, as well as
examining if the guidelines for
dealing with such emergencies
need to be changed.

The investigation will be con-
ducted under the Aircraft
(Investigation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2017, said the
order issued on Thursday by
DGCA director general Faiz

Ahmed Kidwai. HT has seen a
copy of the order. On April 9,
the 36-year-old first officer died
during treatment at a hospital
after he collapsed a few minutes
after landing Flight IX-1153 from
Srinagar to Delhi. Soon after the
incident, a group of pilots
alleged in the media that the sit-
uation was poorly handled and
that the deceased pilot was
fatigued.

PILOT HAD DIED
AFTER COLLAPSING
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Tariff war: Boeing aircraft
returns to US from China

[Si1R 11}
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A Boeing 737 MAX plane, intended for China's Xiamen Airlines, arrives at King County

International Airport, in Seattle, Washington, after returning from China. Reuters
stops in Guam and Hawaiionits  party made the decision for the
REUTERS 5000-mile (8,000-km) return  aircraft to return tothe US, Boeing

SEATTLE, APRIL20

A BOEING jet intended for use by
a Chinese airline landed back at
the planemaker's US production
hubon Sunday, avictim ofthe tit-
for-tat bilateral tariffs launched by
President Donald Trump in his
global trade offensive.

The 737 MAX, which was
meant for China's Xiamen
Aidines, landed at Seattle’s Boeing
Field at 6:11 p.m. (0111 GMT), ac-
cording to a Reuters witness. It
was painted with Xiamen livery,

Thejet, whichmade refueling

$The IndianEXPRESS

journey, was one of several 737
MAX jets waiting at Boeing's
Zhoushan completion center for
final work and delivery to a
Chinese carrier,

Trump this month raised
baseline tariffs on Chinese imports
to 145 per cent. In retaliation,
Chinahasimposed a 125 per cent
tariffon US goods. A Chinese air-
line taking delivery ofa Boeing jet
could be crippled by the tariffs,
giventhata new 737 MAX has a
market value of around $55 mil-
lion, according to IBA, an aviation
consultancy. It is not clear which

Mon, 21 April 2825
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/i T

did not immediately respond to
request for comment Xiamendid
not respond to request for com-
ment

The return of the 737 MAX,
Boeing’s best-selling model, isthe
latest sign of disruption tonew air-
craftdeliveries fromabreakdown
in the aerospace industry's
decades-old duty-free status.

The tariff war and apparent U-
turn over deliveries comes as
Boeing has been recovering from
an almost fiveyearimport freeze
on 737 MAX jets and a previous
round of trade tensions.

sy
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‘Average airfares down by

Trump effect? Airfares
5-8% compared to last yr’

to US next month lowest

in several summers

Times News NETwork

Mumbai: Airfares to the US
have dropped —a first in many
summers — and is being desc-
ribed by many as the effect of
US president Trump's policies,

Themostnoticeabledrop is

»Continued from P 1

- sa, travelling to the US

is now economical, at
least as far as airfares are
concerned. “Summer marks
the peak holiday season for
Indian  travellers, with
schools closed and families,

l' “or those with a valid vi-

“Based on bookings
made in Jan-Feb 2025, fares
to San Francisco, New York,
and Los Angeles averaged
Rs 115 lakh—down from Rs
1.20-1.25 lakh in 2024. Simi-
larly, fares to Boston, Orlan-
do, and Michigan were
around Rs 135 lakh, com-
pared to Bs 1.40-1.45 lakh last

for flightsoutof Mumbai, with | > Lowest Mumbai-New York :2;’1u}ﬂﬁugml‘mgﬁfﬂ;'ﬁ vesr” hesald.
g}:\f]{rﬁ;ﬁtﬁﬁ ;:#;LI.C\IL::UT mﬂlﬂlgﬂlﬂi! = popular long-haul destina- To ﬂ}'-oul this month, the
ﬁayfr:-rrr'n:ml around mirLi-Ma}' economy fare, with a four-hour tions like the US. Interest- return fare approaches a
priced as low as Rs 37,000 .»‘\]1: franisit via tondars Sinliar st mal_\'. we'lre seeing adrop in - lakh on ﬂ_lp.hts with agreea-
hough the cheapest r'letwl‘n il itﬂsm u:_rfarcs for trnl\-'EI from IJe!- ble transit thmes at Middle
priced at Rs 76,000, it involvesa nrmmhﬁmmlﬂs Sk hiand Mumbai tokey USci-  Eastern airports.  While
B i Avg Summer ties during the April-June theseestimatesare basedon
long transit halt at a Middle | by 5-8% compared to the same 2025 period, with average bookings done in the first
Eah;f:n'?{" W_“LRE _ ) time last year, said travel gurus faresdroppingby 5-8% com-  two months of the year, the
wever, for R 85,000, you | » Ajrfares to several European pared to the same time last  latest round of fares has
can get a ticket via Delhi or | destinations too are down this vear” said Indiver Rastogl, shown afurther decline. “In
Lonr!on_wnthawau t:lmenf no | summer, said travel operators pres.ll:lem and group head, the past few summers, air-
m“ﬁ&:ﬁoﬁlﬁu&z second- IS in high demand througho- Global Business Travel, faresfortraveltothe UShave

largest immigrant community
in the US, but it is not only
children flying back home to
visit their parents or parents
flving to and fro to see their
children. India also sends the
largest number of students to
the US, making flights to the

ut the year. In past years, airfa-
res to fly between India and the
USwerehighdueto the skewed
demand-supply  dynamics.
Thissummer, however, the sce-
ne has changed.

» Continued on P 12

Thomas Cook (India) and
SOTC Travel.

been high throughout the
year” sald an aidine official.
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Indian aviation faces hurdles of import
dependence talent deficit amid growth

an equally pressing crisis in
uyllmesoflnrlla.cum “ The sector must take human human capital.

capital more seriously, not just in Sujaya Sashikiran, MD of

oy gl smbers but in qwality aed et bt e
rapid expansion, but experts m"'bd“g' Safety in aviation can't betwesen engintr'ferinhg educa-
warn it's flying with twoengi- be taken for gra.nted. That ﬁDPﬁES tion and industry needs. We
nes down: Overdependence as much to aircraft as to people have to invest heavily in trai-
on imports and shortage of wort'mg in the sector ning — whether it's design or

skilled talent. At a time when
domestic carriersare placing
record aircraft orders and air
traffic is set to surge, 98% of
aviation components are still
sourced from abroad, said in-
dustry experts.

At the international con-
ference on the future of avia-
tion and aerospace, hosted by
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Bangalore (IIMB) Sa-
turday, experts talked about
thechallenges faced by the in-
dustry despite the promising
future. “India has around 700
commercialaircraft in opera-
tion. That's less than what a
single US airline like Ameri-
can or Delta flies,” said Sunil
Bhaskaran, CEO of AirAsia
India. *Yet we'resittingonan
order book of 1,700 aircraft.

RISHIKESHA T KRISHNAN, director, lIMB

Passenger volumes are ex-
pected to grow from 200 mil-
lion today to 1.3 billion in two
decades. The ecosvstem must
scale accordingly.”

But India's aviation eco-
system isstill heavily import-
driven. Almost 98% of raw
materials and components
are sourced from abroad,
highlighted Dwarakanath,
director general of the Aero-
space India Association.
“Even as global supply cha-
ins diversify, India's share in
commercial aviation exports
remains below 1%, We should
move to 10% of the global
supply chain, from less than

$2 billion to $20 billion ex-
ports. And our value add sho-
uld move from less than 30%
to greater than 60%, inclu-
ding indigenisation of raw
materials,” he added.

Kushal Jadia, CTO of Cyi-
ent, told TOI that the indust-
rv's value addition is still ba-
sed on labour and cost arbit-
rage. “Until we start desig-
ning, certifying, and
manufacturing paris oursel-
ves, we won't be truly a do-
mestic aviation leader: Right
now, we're not building pla-
nes, we're assembling them.”

While the sector struggles
with indigenisation, it faces

manufacturing. In aerospa-
ce, there's no room for error,
Our components are electro-
mechanical, which means
engineers need to under-
stand winding, materials,
and how machining affects
performance, like how oil
flows through a solenoid.
And right now, fresh gradua-
tes just aren’t prepared to
handle them.”

The demand for pilots,
drone operators and aviation
systems experts too is gro-
wing rapidly, “We'll need mo-
re than 10,000 new pilots by
2030,” said § Raghunath, pro-
fessor, [IMB. “And where's
the talent for managing dro-
ne traffic, optimising flight
routes, or ensuring aviation
safety systems?”
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Airfares to US from Mum, Delhi next
month lowest in several summers

Timaes News NeTwonrk

Mumbai/New Delhi: Air-
fares from India to the US
have dropped, a first in
many summers. The slump
is likelv due to the Trump
effect, with tickets costing
10% to 16% less out of New
Delhi than last summer.

The most noticeable
drop is on flights out of
Mumbai, with the cheapest
one-way ticket to New
York, available on Satur-
day for travel around mid-
May, priced as low as
37,000,  Although the
cheapest return is priced at
276,000, it involves a long
transit halt at a Middle
East airport.

“The New York-Delhi

F -

TRUMP EFFECT?

nonstop economy return
fare for going in the peak
season of May/June and
back a month later is about
71 lakh all inclusive,” said
Travel Agents Federation
of India VP Anil Kalsi. Del-
hi-San Francisco return
fares this summer are
about £1.7 lakh on the non-
stop and 711 lakh for one-

stop options, Kalsi added.
Delhihas the maximum
nonstop connectivity tothe
US, with Air India operat-
ing33weekly flights to New
York (Newark and JFEK),
Chicago., Washington and
San Francisco. United and
Delta have a daily each be-
tween Delhiand New York,
Out of Mumbai, howev-
er;, for T85,000 you can get a
ticket on an airline that
will hub you through Delhi
or London with a wait time
of nomore than four hours.
To fly out this month,
the return fare approaches
%1 lakh on flights with
agreeable transit times at
Middle Easternairports.
Full report on www: toi-
.in
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Flights to San Francisco, New York,

LA average LI5L, cheaper than

Tmes News NeTwork

Mumbai: In past vears, air-
fares to fly between India
and the US were high due to
the skewed demand-supply
dynamics. This summer, ho-
wever, the scene has chang-
ed. For those with a valid vi-
aa, travelling to the US is now
economical, at least as far as
airfares are concerned.
“Summer marks the peak
holiday season for Indian
travellers, with schools clo-
sed and families, including
multiple-generation famili-
es, travelling to popular
long-haul destinations like
the US. Interestingly, we're
seeing a drop In airfares for
travel from Delhi and Mum-
bai to key US cities during
the April-June 2025 period,
with average fares dropping
by 58% compared to the
same time last year,” said In-
diver Rastogi, President and
Group Head, Global Busi-
ness Travel, Thomas Cook
(India)and SOTC Travel.
“Based on bookings ma-
de in Janoaryv-Februoary
2025, fares to San Francisco,
New York, and Los Angeles

'FARES TO EUROPE DOWN T00'

Us-based carrier includes
a transit halt in Dedhl.
However, economy re-
turn fares on Delhi-New
York start at ¥1 lakh

averaged Rs 1.15 lakh—down
from Rs1.20-1.25 lakh in 2024,
Similarly, fares to Boston,

»> Currently, low fares on for travel later this month
flights from Mumbai to New
York are for travel from May 12 ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁ?&‘ﬂeﬂm
onwards, with cheapest one- )
W est flights are on Middle Eastern

y economy class fares start- iare. For i 89,000 re-
ing at around 137,000 on flights m':‘a” i :

rn fare for travel on April 29
that have about a four-hour G retuim on v 14, R 8. 16
tramsit via London. el " ¥ 14, For a.re
turn fare that includes a non-

> The return flight viable stop trip from New York to
options with decent transit Mumbai, but a transit halt
times are available for on the way from Mumbai to
£85,000. These are not on New York, the fare is 297,000
non-stop flights » Fares to some European des-
» Return fares on trave| from tinations like Switzerland,
Bengaluru to New York are also France and Scandinavia are
low at 277,500 for 12 May-29
May travel. The flight on a

Orlando, and Michigan were
around Rs 1.35 lakh, compa-
red to Rs 1.40-1.45 lakh last

vear,” hesald.

To fly out this month, the
return fare approaches a
lakh on flights with agreeab-
le transit times at Middle
Easternairports,

While these estimatesare
based on bookings done in
the first two months of the
vear, the latest round of fares
has shown a further decline,

“In the past few sum-
mers, airfares for travel to
the US have been high thro-
ughout the vear After the
pandemic, when India reope-
ned its borders to internatio-
nalflights in March 2022, the-
re was not much cheer for
passengers flying to the US
as the Russian invasion of
Ukraine early that year bro-
ught on fresh problems for
airlines and passengers. Av-
oiding Russian airspace me-
ant flving a longer route, and
US carriers pulled out the
few flights they had from
Mumbai and Delhi to US des-
tinations,” said anairline of-
ficial. While some of the
flights were restored in later
yvears, the number of direct
flights is still at an all-time
low, he added.
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Airport to be
closed for
6 hrs on May 8

Mumbai: The Mumbai air-
port will be shut for six ho-
urs on May 8 as both the
runways of the airport will
be taken up for the annual
Pre-monsoon maintenance
work, the Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Lid said.

The airport closure will
last from 11 am to 5 pm, du-
ring this time no flight will
take off or land in Mumbai.
This might be the last year
that passengers would have
no flight options during
this time period as Navi
Mumbaiairport isexpected
to commence operations
this year, giving passengers
an option to fly out or into
thecity v
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