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Tmproper landing technique by trainee
pilot led to Kalaburagi airport incident’

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) prob-
ing a serious incident at Ka-
laburagi airport, Karnata-
ka, involving a TECNAM
P2008JC aircraft has con-
cluded in its report that the
trainee pilot who was in
command of the aircraft
used improper landing
technique and incorrect
bounce-recovery inputs.
The civil aviation regula-
tor probing the August 8,
2024 incident involving the

trainer aircraft belonging
to Redbird Flight Training
Academy Private Limited
has said that these actions
by the trainee pilot who
was flving solo resulted in
the aircraft's nose and pro-
peller hitting the runway
and leading to the collapse
of the nose landing gear.

“The trainee pilot’s fai-
lure to execute a proper re-
covery from the bounced
landing contributed to the
incident,” the report stated
as the probable cause of
the incident.

As per the report, the in-

cident occurred while car-
rying out a solo circuit and
landing exercise, and the
aircraft was under the
command of a pilot hold-
ing a valid student pilot li-
cence and the solo flight
had been authorised by the
Chief Flying Instructor.
The report said that the
supervision of the solo
flight was carried out by
the instructor from the
runway through radio tele-
phony and the trainee pilot
had completed two un-
eventful circuit and land-
ing exercises prior to the

incident flight.

However, during the
third circuit, the trainee pi-
lot initiated the flare at a
low height, resulting in a
nose-wheel first
touchdown.

In its safety recommen-
dations, the regulator has
called for necessary cor-
rective training to be im-
parted to the involved trai-
nee pilot and that flight
training organisations may
be advised to establish the
necessary infrastructure to
record radio telephony
communications.
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MUMBAI AIRPORT
OPENS UDAAN
YATRI CAFE

ADANI GRO-

_.J_I;! UP-owned

Gl - b
1 . Alrportan
| Friday
= announced
the apening of Udaan Yatn
Calfe at its Términal 2,
which handles both
int=rnatioral and dome
stc Aights The Faclity was
wirtusally inaugurated by
Civil Aviation Minister &
Rammohan Naidu
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<26c¢r weed, gold
seized at airport

haul of hydroponic weed

and smuggled gold, col-
lectively worth around Rs26
crore, was caught at the
Mumbai airport  between
February 11 and 17. Six people,
who had arrived  from
Banghkok, were allegedly sep-
arately nabbed with weed.
The action was taken on the
basis of spotand advance pas-
senger information system
profiling. Gold, weighing
133662 grams and valued at
Rsl.85 crore, was impounded
in three separate cases.
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Surat International Airport gets
major passenger facility upgrade

FPJ News Service

SURAT

—_—

In a significant push to mo-
dernise air travel infras-
tructure, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan MNaidu will virtually
inaugurate five new pass-
enger amenities at Surat In-
ternaticnal Airport on Fri-
day, as part of a nationwide
rollout from Coimbatore.

The move is aimed at en-
hancing passenger comfort,
accessibility and digital co-
nvenience at one of Gujarat’s
fastest-growing airports.

Among the key additions is
the Udaan Yatri Café, desi-
gned to provide hygienic and
affordable  food  options.
Officials said the cafe sup-
ports the vision of inclusive
and accessible air travel

——

b, i i

'L el e A
“Affordable quality food at
airports is no longer a luxury
but a necessity” an alrport
official noted.

Under the One Airport
One Product initiative, the
newly  launched  Awvasar
Outlet will showcase pro-
ducts made by selt-help gr-
oups, offering them a nati-
onal platform. “This reflects
the spirit of self-reliance and
social responsibility” officials
said.

A major technological leap
comes with the introduction
of DigiYatra, enabling pap-

erless and contactless entry
thmough facial recognition
The system promises faster,
secure and seamless boar-
ding procedures, aligning
with the Digital India mis-
sion.

Passengers will also benefit
from free high-speed Wi-Fi
across the airport complex,
particularly aiding business
travellers and students. For
families, a dedicated Kids
Play Area has been created to
ensure a stress-free travel
EXperience.

Authorities described the
development 25 “a milestone
in making Surat Airport
modern, inclusive and tec-
hnolegy-driven,” reaffirming
a commitment to service
excellence and passenger
satisfaction.



ivfeqd L10

AIRPORTS AU

THORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PEESS JOURNAL

MUMBAT

20 FEBRUARY 2026

6.4 Kg marijuana worth 364 Cr
seized at Surat airport, two held

FPJ News Service
SURAT

Customs officials at Surat In-
ternational Airport busted a
major drug smuggling attempt
late Wednesday night, arr-
esting two male passengers
who arrived from Bangkok
with 6.4 kg of suspected ma-

rijuana concealed in their
baggage.
Acting an intellige-

nee-based passenger profiling
officers intercepted the duo
after they landed on an Air
India Express flight ([X-283) on
February 18. During a detailed
inspection of their checked-in
luggage, officials discovered 30
vacuum-sealed  transparent
packets containing a green
leafy substance.

The seized contraband
weighed approximately 6408

grams (6.4 kg FPreliminary
field testing confirmed the
substance to be cannabis
[marijuana), with an estimated
international market value of
.4 crove, officials said.

The narcotics were con-
fiscated under provisions of
the Narcotic Drugs and Ps-
yehotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act, 1985, Both passengers
were taken into custody, and
further imvestigation is un-
derway to trace the origin of
the consignment and identify
itsintended recipients.

Customs authorities stated
that they are probing possible
links to a wider cross-border
drug trafficking network, as
surveillance at Surat Airport
continues to be intensified to
curb narcotics smuggling ro-
utes connecting Southeast Asia
to Gujarat.
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Software glitch
hits airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Airports across India on
Thursday merning faced
disruptions after a software
outage. According to sources,
IndiGo, Air India Express,
Spicejet and Akasa Air were
impacted at Delhi, Mumbai
and other airports. The
impact was also felt in parts
of the Asia-Pacific and Europe.

The disruption was
caused by Navitaire, a soft-
ware used for reservations
and departure control
systems used by several
commercial carriers.
Following the glitch airlines
faced issues in checking in
passengers.

At Indira Gandhi
International Airport, many
travelers were caught off
guard during peak hours.
The outage led to an
increase in wait times as
staff worked to manage the
flow of passengers manual-
ly. It coincided with the
arrival of several high-profile
delegates attending the
ongoing Al Summit in the
national capital. “Several
VIP movements put addi-
tional operational pressure
on terminals dealing with
early morning traffic. A
NOTAM, issued because of
the VIP movements, also
added to the congestion,”
officials briefed on the situ-
ation said.
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Air cargo sector wants
double-dip facility back

lihh'll'lld

Thl: air segment has
E I'J.':.Etmtm of the
le-dip facility for fior-
carriers  from  the
Centre, stating that India’s
next growth 8 expec-
ted boy come Erom Ther-2 and
Tier-3 cities, industry in-
iders tobd esmeseine.

In awiation lance, a
dmlhlr.--dip facifity ridmms
permitting a foreign
freighter aireraft o L
b0 1o odian, sipart on 4
single imermational journey
without undertaking do-
et
between HiLnTALLlIT:ﬁqm
letters written by the Afr
Cargn Forum India and other
mdu.t‘l.n. assocktions to the
Ministry of Cisil Asiation,
the suspension of double-dip
operations  during  the
Cowiel-19 period led o 2 loss
af over 10 per cent interna-
tional  freighter Y.
cth.l.l.'ﬂlll.l.ﬁﬂ hﬂmﬂ
a5 stakeholders hawe alsh
written to the Centre seek-
img the refntroduction of
such an arrangement.

BusiressLine has reviewed
these communicitioms.

GLOBAL PEERS

As per stakeholders, India
L'|.|.rr|.'|:|IJ3' bees by 18 freigght -
ers in operation, placing it
far behind b|ubuJ pears in
dedicated  cargn  aircraft
availabikity.

Mamrhibe, |:||.1uhlu-|:|.||:|
uper.ll.lun! allow a [
!'mtd:[nwmrlnulruhm
airports of 2 singhe interna-
tional trip without carrving
domestic cirgo.

'T']usmnng\m:unr.. aerord-
ing to stakeholders, makes
routes vishie for regional air-
ports that ane wnable to fillan
entire  pircralt  independ-
enitly. Backing the propasil,
Rajesh  Menon, Regional
Hiéad of Carge - South Asia,
Middle East & Africa
at Cathay Cargn, said: “The
Cathay Group supports the
reinstatement of the double-
dip facility 2% a pragmatic
mezsure aligned with India’s
broader seonomic and trade
growthambitions."

Apart from operational as-
pects, the communications
state that ecxport aooeds
Eimked po air cargo comnectiv-
ity affects farm incomes and
related sectors.

EXPORT MARKETS
Indisstry estimates cited that
Actess to export markets en-
ables frmers w  neakise
Enr.'a that :'L 1.5t 3 times
those maibible

d.mnemu.a]h
This transkstes into hun-
dreds of dollars maore per
farmer anmally, and into
thousands of dollars for
rwers ol ih- vadiee
Errudm.t o
Emphasiging the broader
economic lzrln:pu.l.'l, Sihveri
Anil Kumar, Vice Chairman
af the Federation of Fn:'ghi
Forwarders” Associations in
India (FFFAD), said: “Rein-
sl'.arj:ng the dosble-dip facil-
ity for foreign freighters is
I']:n. key o India’s air

By 1.|.|1]-'.r|.limg
3 Eurn'bud:'ﬂ'l.:f for

TJEI' -2 and Tier-3 citbes, this
reform will boost exports,
raige farmer incomes by
L5-3x, and generate jobs in
Iogistics and warchouwsing ™
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SpiceJet says working
to expand aircraft fleet
to around 60 planes

SpiceJeton Friday said itwas working toramp
up s fleet to around 60 planes through a mix
of wet and damp leases as well as bring
grounded aircraft back into service. The air-
line’s domestic market share rose to 4.3 per
cent in December from L9 percent inSeptem-
ber last year due to a 56 per cent expansion in
capacity during the December quarter, a
release sald. According tothe release, the car-
rier plans to more than double its capacity, tar-
geting 220 crore avallable seat kilometres by
Winter 2006, "The airline is working towards
ramping up its fleet to around 60 alrcrafi
through a mix of wet and damp leases, along
with the phased return to service of existing
grounded aircraft” it added. PTI
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‘Air India’s aircraft fleet
rellablllty has improved’

HEW OELHI
e

Air India CEQ Campbell
Wilson on Thursday said that
the airlines fleet reliability
has improved and there is
also an increased inventory of
spares and components.

The Tata Group-owned air-
line has faced issues with its
legacy fleet of wide-body
Boeing 777s and 787 planes,
resulting in fight cancella-
dons and delays. The upgra-

dation of the legacy Boeing
787s has commenced.

During a town hall with
employees on  Thursday,
Wilson said operational resil-
lence is one of the airline’s
focus arens and that there i3
enhanced fleet reliability now.

Both legacy Boeing fleets
continue to show improve-
ments 885 more reliability
upgrades are carried out he
said, adding that the inven-
tory of spares and compo-
nents has pone up,
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Spicedetcan't
use airspace:
Bangladesh

PTI

DHAKA

—_—

Bangladesh has  barred
Spicelet from using its air-
space as the budget carrier is
vet to repay pending dues,
according to sources.

With the Bangladesh air-
space not being available, the
airline is taking longer routes
for some of its Rights from
Kolkata,  including  to
Guwahati. When contacted, a
Spicelet spokesperson on
Thursday said the airline was
in regular dialogue with the
relevant authorities on oper-
ational and precedural
matters, including navigs-
tion-related charges.

“These are routine industry
Issues and we are working
constructively towards an
early resolution. Our flight
operations remain unaffected,
and we continue to operate
our scheduled services in line
with regulatory requireme-
nts,” the spokesperson said,
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After 8 yrs on tarmac, Jet’s
three 777s sold for $46 mn

«NCLT approves sale
to Ace Aviation

s Aircraft parked at
CSMIA since 2018

s Airport claiming
31,000 cr+ in dues

Yogesh Naik
yogesh.nadk @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Three Boeing 777-
300ER aircraft that have been
parked at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) since 2018 may finally
leave Mumbai after nearly
eight years on the tarmac. Jet
Alrways has agreed to sell the
aircraft to Malta-based Ace
Aviation for a combined $46
millien (418 crore) as part of
its ongoing liquidation, accord-
ing to a Bombay Stock
Exchange filing last week.

The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) has approved
the sale, which covers jets reg-
istered VT-JES ($16 million),
VT-JEV ($12.5 milllon) and
VT-JEM (517.5 million).

The transaction had been
delayed by legal disputes over
unpaid airport charges. Mum-
bal International Alrport Ltd
(MIAL), owned by the Adani
Group, is claiming parking fees
and other dues dating back to
2018, which it says have esca-
lated to around 000 crore.
Three other Jet aireraft parked
at Mumbai alrport—two Alr-
bus A330s and a Boelng 737—
remain unsold.

“Ace Aviation., which has
aught these aircraft, will have
to get regulatory approvals.
Some works will have to be
done to make them alrworthy,”
Jet Alrways's chief financial
officer, Sundaram Ramesh,
told HT.

MUMBAI AIRPORT
Boeing 777 (three airoaft)
Airbus 330 (two aircraft)
Boeing 737 (one awcraft)

Ace Aviation is a subsidiary
of the Challenge Group, which
operatés cargo airlines. The
company first bid for the air-
craft in 2022, with plans to
convert them into freighters. It
paid a §5.6 million deposit and
signed a letter of intent. but the
acquisition was stalled for over
three years amid legal objec-
tions.

An officer who worked with
Jet Adrways till a year ago said.
"I had done the deal two years
ago, but many issues were
raised by the Mumbai alrport
operator. Finally, the deal has
come through now. When 1 eft
Jet Airways, the dues of Mum-
bal were around 3250 crore,

DELHI AIRPORT
Boeing 777 {two aircraft)
Boeing 737 (one aircraft)

but normally the purchasers
bargain when there is final
payment of dues.” He added
that the aircraft could poten-
tially be made airworthy
within two to three months,

Legacy jets

Debasish Chakraverty, an avia-
tion historian, recalled flying
on Jet's Boeing 777-300ER fleet
during its early years.

“The Jet Alrways 777-300
ERs have been legacy wide-
body airliners in India for dec-
ades now. I recall flving on Jet
Alrways’s inaugural flight
from Newark to Bombay
aboard one of these magnifi-
cent jers, and then brand new

HYDERABAD
AIRPORT

Airbus 330 (one awcraft)
Boeing 737 (one aircraft)

777s. These aircraft lying
almaost derelict at Mumbal Air-
port are a sad sight. They have
been collecting dust for years
now_ It will be interesting to
see if they can be flown away,
akin to one of the former Air
India Boeing B747-400s, ar will
they be scrapped in Mumbad.”
he said.

“In the past. we have seen
two Kingfisher private jets—an
A319 and a Hawker—being
stored for years, and then
scrapped at Mumbal. Former
Go Alr A320s have also lan-
guished at Mumbal airport in
the past. Hopefully, that is not
what is in store for these 777s,
and they can find a new lease

of life with their new owners,”
he added.

Jet Alrways, once India’s
largest private carrier, perma-
nently ceased operations in
April 2013 after a severe finan-
clal crisis and mounting debts
of over 7 500 crore. Despite a
2021 resolution plan to revive
the airline under the Jalan-Kal-
rock Consortinm, the process
was stalled for years due to
legal bartles with creditors. In
November 2024 the Supreme
Court ordered the airline's lig-
uidation, ruling thart the revival
plan was no longer feasible. It
directed the sale of all of the
airline’s remaining assets to
repay lenders and employees.
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{ NAVITAIRE } CHECK-INS, BOARDING DELAYED

Software outage affects flight ops worldwide

NEW DELHI: Flight operations
were disrupted on Thursday
morning following a brief outage
of Navitaire software —a system
used by airlines worldwide for
bookings and check-ins—affect-
ing multiple carriers across the
country and parts of the Asia-Pa-
cific and Europe, officials said.
“Due to the system outage,
IndiGo, Air India Express, Akasa
Air and Spicelet airlines were

impacted between 6.45am and
7.28am. and again intermittently
from 8.10am to 8.25am, leading
to temporary delays in check-in
and boarding processes at sev-
eral airports including Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA),” an official aware of
the matter said, requesting ano-
nymity, Navitaire, a subsidiary of
Amadeus, provides reservation,
inventory and departure control

systems primarily to low-cost
and hybrid carriers worldwide.

According to officials, the out-
age affected passenger process-
ing systems, including airport
check-in counters and boarding
systemns, resulting in long quenes
during the morning peak travel
period. IGIA was among the air-
ports that experienced conges-
tion, coinciding with heightened
activity due to the arrival of sev-

eral high-profile delegates for
the ongoing Al Impact Summit
in the national capital.
"Multiple VIP movements
added to operational pressure at
terminals already managing
early morning departures. A
NOTAM (Notice to Air Missions)
was also in place due to the VIP
movements adding to the con-
gestion,” a second official said,
also declining to be named.
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Priest, pvt jet, paper trail & the biggest steel firm

SUMIT KUMAR SINGH @ Mew Delhi

SOMETIMES, it takes a priest
and a private jet to expose a pa-
per empire. For the Enforce-
ment Directorate, the sleek
Cessna 525A CJ2+, bought for
T30.90 crore, was evidence of
the alleged excesses by Bhush-
an Power & Steel Limited
(BPSL) to commit a bank fraud
worth 47,204 crore.

The priest came into the pic-
ture after ED informed the Ap-
pellate Tribunal at a hearing.
The tribunal, under SAFEMA,
subsequently upheld the ED’s
attachment of the jet, ruling it
“direct proceeds of crime”™ on
February 18. The order closed
one chapter of a case that ex-
pozed how one of India's largest
steel manufacturers allegedly
built an empire on borrowed
money—and deception.

As the ED started probing
the case, tracing transactions
across dozens of accounts and
entities, it came across the Ces-
sna, registered under Bhushan
Airways Services Pvt. Litd.
(BASPL). It had been purchased
in 2008 for T30.90 crore.

According to investigators,
208,90 crore of the purchase price
was routed through Singal-con-
trolled firms — Olympian Fin-
vest Lid., Vintage Steel Pvt. Ltd.,
Aromatic Steel Pvt. Ltd. and Ti-

BPSL, directors got credit worth more than 47k crore

Between 2007 and 2014, BPSL and its directors — including Sanjay Singal,
Aarti 5ingal, Dinesh Kumar Yadav and Ravi Prakash Goyal — secured
credit facilities exceeding 247,000 crore from 33 banks and financial
institutions. PNBs Chandigarh branch acted as the lead lender.

tanic Steel Industries Ltd. —en-
tities allegedly fed bv BPSL's
tainted bank funds. The remain-
ing 21 crore came as a loan
from Punjab National Bank.
That loan. ton, was repaid
through a maze of companies,
further tightening the ED's case
that the aireraft was financed
with diverted public money
Then came the stunning rev-
elation. The sole director of
BASPL, the aviation company
that owned the jet, was not a
corporate executive or aviation
professional. He was a priest,
Vijay Kumar Tiwari. “It was

also found that the Director of
M/s BASPL, Sh. Vijay Kumar
Tiwari was merely a priest and
was made a dummy director by
Sh. Ravi Prakash Goyal and
Sh.8anjay Singal. He was una-
ware about the business trans-
actions, as revealed by his state-
ment under section 50 of the
PMLA," the order stated.

When guestioned, he report-
edly had no idea what BASPL
was or how he had come to head
a company that owned a private
jet. In June 2022, the ED at-
tached the aircraft, effectively
grounding it.

In the mid-2000s, as India's
steel sector boomed, BPSL ex-
panded aggressively, setting up
manufacturing units across the
country and unveiling ambi-
tious growth plans. Banks
botight into the projections.

Between 2007 and 2014, BFSL
and its directors — including
Sanjay Singal, Aarti Singal, Di-
nesh Kumar Yadav and Ravi
Prakaszh Goval — secured credit
facilities exceeding T47.000
crore from 33 banks and finan-
cial institutions. Punjab Nation-
al Bank's Chandigarh branch
acted as the lead lender,

On paper, the loans were
meant for industrial expansion.
In practice, investigators say a
significant portion was si-
phoned off through a web of
shell companies.

By December 2015, as repay-
ments faltered and accounts
turned irregular, Punjab Na-
tional Bank declared BPSL a
non-performing asset. Other
lenders followed. By January
30, 2018, the outstanding default
had ballooned to 47,204 crore.

The unravelling began with
Income Tax raids in December
2014. In April 2019, the CBI reg-
istered a case, triggering the
EDYs money laundering probe
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA). Then
the jet came into the picture.
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DGCA carried out 5l audits
of aircraft charters in 2025

Times News NETwork

Mumbai: The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) carried
out 51 regulatory audits of non-
scheduled operators (aircraft char-
ter companies) in 2025, govi said on
Thursday, adding that all findings
arising from those inspections had
been closed.

The ministry of civil aviation
said the audits included surveillan-
ce of VSR Ventures, operator of the
Learjet 45 (VT-SSK} involved in an
accident at Baramation Jan 28, The
accident killed five people, inclu-
ding then deputy chief minister
Ajit Pawar.

Following the accident, DGCA
was directed to conduct a special
auditof VSR Ventures, covering re-
gulatory compliance, safety mana-
gement systems, crew training and
flight data monitoring practices.
The audit commenced on Feb 4 and
is expected to be completed shortly,
the ministry said.

The ministry said the investiga-
tion is evidence-based and includes
examinationof the wreckage, scru-

tiny of operational and maintenan-
ce records, and testing of relevant
components. A preliminary report
into the Baramati accident will be
issued within 30 days of the occur-
rence, in line with international
norms, itadded.

DGCA is also undertaking spe-
cialaudits of other significant non-
scheduled operators and aerodro-
mes engaged in VIP and VVIP ope-
rations. Necessary corrective ac-
tions will be taken based on fin-

"BARAMATI ACCIDENT
CARRIER PROBED TOO

dings, ministry said, urging
stakeholders to avoid speculation
while investigation is underway.

Commenting on the ongoing
probe into the Baramati crash, the
ministry said the investigation is
being conducted in accordance
with the Aircraft (Investigation of
Accidents and Incidents) Rules,
2025, and ICAQ Annex 13 standards.

The Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau(AAIB)isleadingthe
inquiry.
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Embraer seeks 200 jet
orders to make in India

If We Get The Orders This Year, Final Assembly
Line Will Be Ready To Roll Out Jets In 2028: CEO

Saurabh Sinka
@timesofindia.com

NMew Delhi: Getting “firm or
ders for 200 plus” gireraft
from Indkan carriers s the
key to Embraer setting upafi-
nal assembly line(FAL) in the
country foroommereial fxed-
wing alreraft. And it hitting
ther doubler century takes a
while, a start could be made
with # “completion centre™
where ordered aireraft willfly
i from Brazil; be painted, i
ted with sests and other inte-
rior work before being deliv-
cred to focal customers

InIndia for the first time af-
tier the Bragilian aemospaces
major sigmed an Moll with
Adlin] Groap lazt momil (o set
up a FAL for its popular re-
ghomal jets, Embeaer president
& CED Francisco Gomes Neto
shared thedetailsforhis plans
T thwrcoainiTy:

" Baing the fastest growing
aviation mearked giolaliy a big
econunry expanding airport
network and PM Modi's suc
cessful UDAN scheme givinga
filip to regional Aights, Indin
will mecd ol least 500 regional
Jets in coming vears. As far as
Embracr goes, we need a Mirm
order of 200 jets for the FAL
here o be vinble anid feasible
Ther same Gan come dp in 24
muonthsof starting work. Soif
wie prd the oetders this year, this
FAL will be ready to moll out
Jots i AL Franeisen Gomes
Neto told TOL

In his pursuit for orders,
he will be meeting decision
mukers at leading Indian avia-
tion plavers Inchuding Tata
Group’s Air India Friday A

messting with IndiGo i on the
cards in coming doys. InIndia.
Embwaer is looking at assem-
bling its 7688 seater EI75 re
gional jet which are used for
short to misdiam-hinal Dights
Thereare st presenteight EITG
with Star Alr and one in Re
liance Industries Qeet Part-
ner Adani group I8 scouting
For skbes, with Dhalera in Guga-
rat being the fromtrunner

FALs anly in Hrazil (for de
fenee and commercial jots)
and the U5 (for business jes),
Apart from them, it manufac-
tures some parts in Portugnl,
“We are coming to India pri
marily to serve the Indian
marked, Once we gre hite
(meaning the FAL is set up),
we will look tn mest the re
guirement of nearby merkets
from India. Expanding pro-

TO MEET AIR INDIA, INDIGO EXECS

I > In hils, pursalt for arders,

> In inclia, Embiraer s
looking at assembling
s Té-82 seater E1T5
regional jet which

are used for short to
medium-haul flights

> Thore are at presert elght

[E175 with Star Air and one in
Redlance Indusiries fleet

= Partner Adani Group |5
for sites, with Dhaolera

scauting
I Guijarat bedng the frontrinmer

» At present, Embraer has final

1 asgombly lines only in Bral

(for defence and commircial
jets) and the US (for
business jets

I
s far as Embracr goes, we need a firm order of 200 jets
for the FAL hery to be viable and feasible... Expanding

production capacity Is in our inberest and given India's potential,
| expecting firm orders for 200 jets is very reasonabie

“For the lsst oneand-a-
hadf yemrs we are working on
Thavings supplierbase in India
o by et s for L he jetscoming
outof pur Brazilinn FAL. Most
recently, we have shmed an
Mo with Hindalooto ient iy
posaibilities  in semspece
grasde aluminiom raw materd
1l manufscturing to strength-
0 our commitment i ‘make
in India’. As of now we hove
over 15 supply chain partners
in Indin" =il Gomes Neto,
who has been heading Em-
birser since My 2019,

Al present Embraer has

duction eapacity {s in our n-
terest aned given Indin's polen
tial, expecting firm orders for
0 it i very resonahle,” he
sail. Theosmpany is planning
the entire eoosystem in Dndb
irehiicing an malnbenanos, me-
palr and overhanl, pilot train-
ingg auned Tl Night simndator:

braer has taken the
same route in the defence
space too. [t plans to establish
a MRO capability in India for
the C-300 Millennium ~upon
selection in the Indian Air
Forees med lum transport ale
craft” programms.
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