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Adani Group to invest
%1 lakh crore in airports

Mumbai, Deec. 19: Adani
Group plans to invest 1
lakh crore in its airports
business over the next five
years, betting on India's
aviation sector, which is
expected to expand at 15
16 per cent annually,

“On the airport side, ¥1-
lakh crore in the next five
yvears,” Jeet Adani, direc-
tor of Adani Airports,
said ahead of the start of
commercial operations at
Navi Mumbai Internat-
ional Airport on Dec.25.

The airport is being
developed by Navi
Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (NMIAL) in
which the Adani Group
holds a 74 per cent stake.

Built at an initial cost of
19,650 erore, the first
phase will have a capacity
to handle 20 million pas-
sengers annually, with
plans to scale up to 90 mil-
lion passengers over time,

Adani group had
acquired the Mumbai air-
port from GVK Group.
Beside the two airports at
Mumbai, the group oper-
ates Ahmedabad, Luck-
now, Guwahati, Jaipur,
Thiruvananthapuram,

A ARLENVEUE  BUILT AT an initial cost of
INDIA'S aviation 19,650 crore, the first phase
sector expected to | Will have a capacity to handle
expand at 15-16 per 20 million passengers annually.
cent annually. BESIII:JE TI-IhE two airports at

i Mumbai, the group operates
Fn?::n';t‘i'ﬂ.’g?' Ahmedabad, Luck-now,
Airport will open on | Guwahati, Jaipur,

Dec. 25. Adani Thiruvananthapuram, and
Group holds 74 per Mangaluru air-
cent stake. ports.

and Mangaluru.

*We would be 100 per
cent aggressive in the next
round of bidding for all 11

{(airports),” he said.

“The Indian aviation
industry can continuously
grow at 15-16 per cent,
year-on-year for the next
10-15 years.,” he said,
pointing to low per-capita
air travel compared to
China.

“NMumbai Airport was
supply constrained from

2016 onwards and wasnt
able to service the addi-
tional demand that was
coming through,"” he said.
Meanwhile, the group
has been in discussions
with officials in Uttar
Pradesh to build eight 200
MW small modular reac-
tors (SMRs), said sources.
The plan, part of efforts to
broaden his renewahble
portfolio, would give the
conglomerate about 1,600
MW of nuclear capacity,
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Adani group plans to investX1trn
in airports, infra facilitics in S yrs

AJINEYA KAWALE
Mumbai, 19 December

Adanl Alrport Holdings Ltd (AAHL)
plans to invest around 1 crillion
across its airports and adjoining
areas over the next five vears, as it
looks 1o develop airports and infra-
structure facilities like hotels, enter-
tainment and convention centres,
real estate and other assets,

AAHL is planning a demerger or
an initial public offering (IPO)
between 2027 and 2030, Director
Jeet Adani told reporters ahead of
the Navi Mumbal international
airport’s (NMIA's) commercial
lannch on December 25

AAHL operates seven alrpors in
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Jaipur and Guwahari. NMIA, its
eighth alrport, expects a footfall of a

Adani Airport Holdings Director
Jeet Adani said the second NMIA
terminal construction will start
within the next six months

few million passengers in FY26, "We
are looking at about 12 million in
F¥27. There will be a couple of mil-
lion passengers this vear becaise we
have barely 2-3 months left. Then, by

the vear after that it should be at full
20 million capacity.” he said.

Meanwhile, the demolition of
Terminal 1 at Chhatrapar Shivaji
Maharaj International Adrport
(CSMIA), Mumbai, is slated for 2030,

The second terminal’s construe-
tion at NMIA will start within
the next six months, with its Inaug-
uration expected in another three to
three-and-a-half vears. "We are
seeing MME ac a region where total
demand right now, even afier the 20
million passenger footfall, is still
higher than supply.”

PAGE 6
‘AAHL will either have
an IPO or ademerger
between 2027 and 20300
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AAHL will either have an
IPO or a demerger between
2027 and 2030: Jeet Adani

AJINKYA KAWALE

airport in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MME), will see

m‘ﬂw Navl Mumbal International Alrport (NMIA), the second

itz commercial flight operations begin on December 25 after
a long wair. Jeet Adani, director, Adani Airport Holdings Led (AAHL),
spoke tothe press at a media ronndtable at the airport’s office ahead of
the operational launch. Edited excerpts:

There has been a buzz about a
proposed study by the City and
Industrial Development Cor-
poration (Cidco) of Maharash-
tra for athird moway. What's
vour view?

& [iissomething tharwe wel-
come More than just the land feasi-
bility, what's important istosee the
sky feastbility because Mumbai alr-
space isquite congestad. [fthe
third runway comes through, krwill
benefit since that will push out the
need for a third alrport by five tosix

vears, Larger point, if we compare
Mumibai to London, there are five
airports in London, and in Mumbal
there's talk abouwt two to three alr-
ports. You need five airportsin
Mumbai itself.

Is there space for a third runway
within the existing NMIA?

® There s nospace. Itisalltle
thearetical. On paper, a new air-
port will nesd up o ¥20,000 crore.
If1 can buy land for ¥2,000-3,000
crore and put another runway, it ks
abetier option on paper. Butit's
not just the runway. With that, one
requires highway connectivity, a
new terminal, and other thines, It
has to be truly independent.

Projected footfall was estimated
to be 12 million in2025-26
(F¥26). What's the outlook for
passenger traffic now since the
lannch has been delaved.

8 Weare looking ar about 12 mil-
licn in FY' 27, There will be a couple
of million passengers this year
because we only have two-three
months lefi. Then, by the vear
after that, it shounld be at full 20

mi Dioncapacity. By then, we will
alsosee acombined tariff with the
same rates for Mumbai and Navi

Mumbai airports. Cideo and the
Alrports Anthoriny of India (AAL
have agresd In principle to adopi
this combined tariff, It i also
being looked atquite positively by
the Airports Economic Regulatory
Anthority (AERA), which is work-
ing on the methodobegy and how
the tariffwill work.

‘What are the other develop-

ment plans ar KMIA?

8 We haveahout 240 acres of
land at Navi Mumbaiwhich is

developable under city-side
development. We will completely
develop it ourselves in the first
two phases It's golng to be mixed
use development, with commer-
cial real estate, hospitality, retail,
and others. Weare doinga 25,000
seating arena for live entertain-
ment, and & convention centre in
pannershipwith one of the major
operators, Inthe first phase, we
are developing about 5 million
square feet {msf), and then every

vear2-3 msfwill keep getting
added.

Does AAHL plan an initial
public offering (IP0). and is
there a timeline to that?

8 [rwill be either an [POor &
demerger. The time between 2027
and 2030 is a good timeline to
have. [P0 has three triggers. The
first is NMIA launching oper-
ations. Second, the company
needs to generate its own cash.
While it is Ehitda (earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation, and
amortisation) positive, but
because of its capex. It still dep-
ends a ot on AFEL (Adani Enter-
prises Lid) for cash. [rwill be
self-aufficient in the next two-
three years on an ongoing hasis.
The third part is golng to be leas-
ingor sub-leasingof one of the
city-side projects, so that we can
demonstrate value,

What are the growth plans for
Flight Simulation Technique
Centre (FSTC)?

& FSTC hasissimulators ioday.
After the IndiGo crisis, one of the
focus areas is howdo we train
more pilots, Our vision in the next
two-Lhree years isto increase the
numiber of simulators from 1510
S0-60 across India, and install
them In clties such as Mumbai,
Mavi Mumbal, Ahmedabad,
Guwahatl, Lucknow, Chennal,
Bangalore, and Hyderabad. Citles
may have minimum twoata
place while in some placesthere
will be 5-10 in the next two-three
Vears.

What is Air Works™ significance
with respect to NMIAY

= Weare expanding mainten-
ance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
as & sector that needs 1o be domni-
clled in India, In Navi Mumbati,
there arenine hangars where
approximarely 27-30 planes can
be maintained and repaired
together. Alr Works will beone of
the bigoest investors in MRO
over here. There's job cre-
ation inthis seceor, with
many skilled technicians
required.
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PM to inaugurate new airport
terminal in Guwahati today

FRESS TRUST OF IMDIA
Cenwahati, T December

Prime Minderer Nanendra Mod| i scheduled
1 praty & Twen-clay visit ro Assam from Satue-
day: during widch he will Insugarare and
lay foundarlon stones for several projects
and ncdress public mestings.

The PM, imar slia, will Inaugurmee the
4,000 crore new termil nal of the Guwalark
abrpeart, whihch, hesabd, will ghve 8 musjor boosz
oAy infrasrmcrune. During thevisic he
will also pary homage to the manyrs of the
Amam mwvement, & sbx-year-long violen
anii-foredmes agiarion that begsn in w7

“I wiil reach Guwahari, Assam temor-

row, 20th Decembar. In the aftermiban, the
new rerminal bullding of the Lokagriya
Gopleath Bordolol International Alrporr
will be ineangurated: This 183 majos boostio
Assam's infrastructure. Increassd capacity
means berter Exse of Living' and a boost for
commerceas well ascourtsm,” Modisald in
apost on X Repdyving o the post, ChisfMin-
Istes Himanta Blswa Sarma sabd that the
people of Assam were eagerly awalting his
arrival and the iksnguration of India's firse
narure-themed alrpo termibzal

“This hasbeenonly possibls dueto your
leadesship and commitment towards
boosting Assam as & key prowth englne,”
Sarmasakd,
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Fog chaos at airports spreads

ROSHNISHEKHAR
Mumbai ¥ December

Winter made s presence felt across
Morth Indisas dense smog comrimaed
1o trigger widespread disruption in
flight operations out of Delhd, with
TracliGeo and Alr India cancelling sev-
eral services that rippled across thelr
netwark, affecting almports Including
Mumbal and Hyderabad. IndiGo,
according 1o s website, has can-
celled around g fiights scheduled
fior Friday and Saturday.

Delhi woke op umder a thick
blanker of fog and haze that sharply
reduced eady-moming visibility.
Relative humidity touched 1oo per
cent, while the minimum tempera-
ture dipped o §°C, according tothe
India Meteorological Depariment.
Alr quality remalned firmly in the
“very poor” category, with the ciry's
24-hour aversge Alr Qualiny Index ag
382, edging closer 10 “severa” levels.
Forecasters wamed the simatlon
was unlikely o ease, with the Al
Quality Early Warning Systemny pre-
dicting a further stide Into “savers™
territory by Sunday.

At Ineirs Gamelhi Intermarioral
Adrport, ftight operations contlnoed
under hvw-visihiliey CAT I oondi-
tlans through Friday moming. Alr-
lings cancedled ar beast 7o flights,
incinding imtemational services, and
delayed more tian 230 others. Data
from flight-racking websive Flightra-
darzq showed average deparmure
datays of nearly 50 minutes as thick
fogg limggered aver the alrfield. Dathi
Imzmationa Alrport Lidssid amrivals
and degartures were continung bur

An alrplane lands amid fog and low visibility at Jay Prakash Narayan
International Alrport in Patna. Visibllity dropped to zero metres at
several locations across Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Delhi, Madhya

Pradesh, Bihar, and Tharkhand

caurioned passengers L0 eXpect poss-
Ible detays or disruptions, adding that
ground staff were assisting travedlers
Actoss terminals,

Iria post on X earlier in the day,
IndiGo said operations  were
affected In Delhi-NCR, Amritsar,
Jabalpur and Jalandhar due to fog
and cold winter alr. Several busy
routes were Impacted, including
services from Delhi to Mumbai,
MNagpaurand Hyderabad.

Bath tndiGe and Alr Indla ssued
travel advisories citing weathar
deparmment warnd ngs on bow visibdl-
Iry and fog seross north and north-
east India.  “We seek your
understanding, as this 1s a sexsonal
occurrence, and fight movemens
are being managed accondingly to
ensure safe and orderly operations,”
IndiGo said In & statement earhy
Friday, cautioning thar customers
travelling during earty howrs may

BHOTOC P

fxce delays or revised schedules.

Alr Indla, in a separate advisory,
Aagged forecasts of dense fog in
Dielhi and parts of northern and esss-
em India on Sapunday, waming that
the conditions could affect flight
sehedules and trigger cascading dis-
rupikonks Sonoss its network. The ade-
line polnted passengers 1w s
FogCare Initative, which allows
those booked on cermaln Alghts
during the fog window o recelve
advance alerts, reschedule without
additional charges, or opt for a full
refund without penalty,

Weather forecast showed llle
sim of improvement. The IMD ksu-
ed a red alerr on Friday, warnkng of
mjor disruptions to rosd, rall and aie
traffic. Visibllity dropped o zero
metres ap several locations scross
Urear Pradesh, Punjab, Delli, Mad-
Ty Pradesh, Rihay, and Jharkhamd.

Demse 1w very dense fog

No conclusive
data to link higher
Al to lung
discases: Govt

Thire ks noe conclustve dats
eszablishing a direcr correla-
tion bemween highar alr qualiny
Indes {AQTHevels and hing dis-
eases, the government has told
Parliament.

Inawritten reply in the
Ruxfya Sabha, Undon Ministerof
State for Environment Klmi
Vard han Siogh, however,
ackneowled ged that sir pollu-
ticn isone of the trigeenng tac-
1ors for regpirmtory allments
and associated diseases.

Singhwas responding toa
question by BIP MP Laomi-
Jam Bajpayes, who asked
whether the govemiment was
aware that snadies and medical
tests have confirmed that pro-
Ionped exposure o hazandoms
Al levels in Delhi-NCR s
leading to lung fibwoals, an lrre-
vemibie reduction in lung

capacity. i

comndirions were also winmessed in
Oickighs, Assam, Meghalayas, Manipus,
Tripurs, Fimachal Pradesh, Uttarak-
hand, Haryana, and Chandigarh.

Despite the widespread disr-
prion, onlbine travel operator Clear-
tripsald it had not seen a sharp rlse
in cancellatlons.
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Reopening HAL airport requires
BIAL’s consent Mlmster

NEW DELHI, DHNS

l ]nion Minister of State
for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol in-

formed Lok Sabha on Thurs-

day that the reopening of the
existing HAL Airport in Ben-
galuru for civilian operations
required consent from the

Bengaluru International Air-

port Limited as per the con-

cession agreement.

“As per concession agree-
ment between government
of India and Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limit-
ed (BIAL), no new or existing
airport (except development
of Mysuru and Hassan as
domestic airports) within an
aerial distance of 150 km of
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA), Bengaluru, is
permitted for development/
improvement/upgradation
before the airport completes
25yearsof operations,” hetold
the House, in reply to a ques-
tion by Bengaluru central Lok
Sabha member P C Mohan.

The minister said develop-
mentofany new airportwithin

HAI!NATAI(A in

PARLIAMENT

150 km of KIA, reopening the
existing HAL airport, before
its 25th anniversary (May
2033), would require consent
from BIAL interms of the pro-
visions of CA.
Toaquestiononsettingupa
second greenfield internation-
al airport in Bengaluru, the
minister said, following the
state government’s request,
the Airports Authority of In-

The HALairportin Bengalu

dia had conducted pre-feasi-
bility studies of three sites for
the development of a second
airportin Bengaluru.

The pre-feasibility study
report had been sent to Kar-
nataka. The Ministry of Civil
Aviation had not received any
further communication from
thestatein thisregard, he said.

Earlier, Bangalore South
MP Tejasvi Surya had said that
Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu had as-
sured him thata stakeholders’
meeting would be convened
soonto explore the possibility
of reopening HAL airport for
civil operations.
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Adani Airport Sees
Plenty of Landing
PointsinIndiaNow
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POTENTIALIPO BETWEEN 2027 & 2030
Adani gives wings to airport

Adani gives wings to airport
biz with ¥1L-crinvestment

*RICGHTROAW, THE o |r|.p..1||'|."u three-to-five-year window to

bizwith ¥1L-cr investment

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, December 19

ADANI AIRPORTS HOLDINGS
(AAHL) plans to invest around
¥1 lakh crore over the next five
years across airport infrastruc-
ture, terminals and city-side
development. It is also evaluat-
ing a potential listing between
2027 and 2030 oncekeyopera-
tional and financial milestones
are met, director Jeet Adani told
FEduring an interaction.

The proposed capital expen-
diture will span air-side assets,
terminal expansion and large-
sclenon-aeronautical develop-
ment across the company’s air-
port portfolio, including the
upcoming Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport (NMIA), which
is scheduled to be commis-
sioned on December 25. AAHL
currently operates seven air-
ports, including Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Jaipur
and Guwahati, making it the
country'ssecond-largest private
airport operator.

“We have done a five-year
guidance on capital expenditure

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

Workers at the
upcoming

MNavi Mumbai
International
Airport. It will be
the largestin
Adani Airports'
portfolio once
fully built out

JEET ADANI, DIRECTCR,
ADANIAIRPORTS HOLDINGS

We are currently
dependent

on Adani
Enterprises for
support...Over
next 2-3 years,
on an ongoing
basis, we should
become
self-suf-
ficient

and in that plan, we have lined
up ¥1 lakh crore across every-
thing -- air-side, city-side and
terminals. These investments
will be across our eight airports
and beyond,” Adani said. He
said that thecompanyis consid-

Sat, 20 December 2825

ering tapping public markets
through either an initial public
offering or a demerger in the
2027-30 period. “Either it is
going to be an [PO or a
demerger, and 2027-30isa
goodtimeline, he said.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78766751

He outlined three precondi-
tions fora listing. Thefirst is the
start of operationsat NMIA. The

second is achieving financial
Continuved on Page 15

self-sufficiency.

dependent on Adani Enter
prises for support. Whilewe ane
Ebltds posithve, the ske ol ths
cagex meanswe sl pehyon the
parent forcash, Over the noxt
fwntothree yeam,on an o g
ing hasis, we should become
seli-sufflcient Adand sald The
third trigger is the leasing o
pre Ir'a.:mg of at least one l:ITEr
city-side development project
WMIAwillbe thelargestair
port in AAHL's portfolio onee
Cally bt wut, with a capac by
ot up to Fl million passengers
annually Adani sid tmffic pro
jectionshaveeffectively shifted
byayemrductothe later in-the
yoar opening. The alrport is
expected ta handletwo to thres
million passengers in the first
year of operations, around 12
millionm FY27, and reach its
Fhase 1 capacity of 20milllen
passenygess Lhef ol ke g yea
Alongside WM LY ommis-
sioning, AAHL has movised
timeline s for the redevelop
mentof Mumbai airport’s Ter
i1kl rual 1. The phase-wise demo-
litson o T1, zarlier planned to
'.‘\rgin in November, has been

g

f

deferred to arownd 2030 amd
aligned with the construction
and commission mgc-F'.'q'.'A."iI.-l':
Terminal 1."We arc secing the
Mumbal Meropolitan Region
ax onie imegrated demand mar-
ket Fven after adding 20 mil
lrncapadity at MM 1A,demand
remains higher than supply”
Adanisald

Construction of NMLAVs
next terminal is expected to
bepin within the next sx
months. Gnce Terminal 2 at
HMIA becomes operational
likely within three to three-
anul-a- half years of construc-
tinn start, AAHL cEpects a

demaolish and rebuild Mum
bai's T1. In the interim, the
L ik 8 undertakds i ST -
tural strengthenmg works at
the existing terminal

A significant portion of
AAHLY imvestment plan is
directed at non-2ercnautical
revernue streams At NMIA the
compa nyhasarmond 240 s
of developable city-side land.
“We will develop the first two
phases oumelver Thiswill bea
mbeed-use  development—
comumercial real r".:.rr,l'mspl
tality and retail.” Adand said
The first phase will invalve
about 5 million sqft of dewel
opment, with an additional 3
to ¥ mn sgit planned o be
added annual I:.r

A key component of the
city-side plan is a 25 D00-seat
Indoor arena belng devel oped
in partnership with a global
operator.*The aremna is meant
for five entertainment, but it
can also be used as a conven -
tion centme,” Adani sakd, adding*
that diy-side lexsdng would be
a major defvet of long-term
value creation
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® JEET ADANI, DIRECTOR-AIRPORTS, ADANI AIRPORT HOLDIMNGS

‘Capacity limit costs Mumbai the hub race’

Malani L Adrport Holdings
[AALLY haslaid down the
expansion pans for b
atrperrt hosineas, ot for

Jeet Ailan, i neeior—al pota,
thelarger strategic contest is
Mumhai's missed opportunity
i becoine India’s primary
globalaviation hub. Adani,in
aninteractionwith

#lkhar Merchant, explains
By ca paci y
bottlenedcs at the
city's main alrport
rexhaped trafiic
lerews, bovw Mavi
Mumbai
Intermational Arpory
[MMLA) is being posttiomed
bewond a purely aeronautical
model, andwhy Mumbai's
long termairport needs
remaln strcturally
unresalved. Exoerpts

You haveoutlined a large
cipex plai and & possilde
PO window Howdoes that
te into Mumbai's aviation
consiraints 7

The investrment plan is
about building capadty
whem itranacually come
e Mumabad abipeect las been
capped at around 55 million
passengers fornearly a
decade. That Is not 3
linancial kssue, it is &
physical one. When a city
with Mumhai's economlc
weight cannot e panmd
aviation capadty, traffic
shifts elsewhere That ks
what happened. Long - hanl
growth that should have
come e Mumbal went o
relhi. Cur capex; mchiding
WAMIA I8 meant 1o correct
that imsbalance over Uime,
butitakoshowshoy late
the response has born

Yo il Liewn coanpia e Mania bad
with London. Why is that
oramparisoa important
Lomdnn has five afrparts

servinpditferent Ly pes ol
traffic. Mumbai has two, and
eyen todaywe are anly
talking about & thind in
theony. i Mumbai had added
capadty steadily over the kst

10 veary, ltwanld haee
slnerged as & major
globalbub. Instead, e
i interspcting
rumways that mn only
e e opeata time
That singie design
constralng frope growth
Apglobal gty cannot operate
fike that and expect to
dominate international
eonnectivity

Howdid these constraints
affect India'sintermational
onineciviLy?

The eflect is visdble.
Mumba i shoudd have had
dirgct connectivieyto
widtiple cities in e U5,
Evurope, Africa and East Asia
Abrlines look for scale,
predictability and slots.
Wisen Uhey could not get that
m Mumbai, theywent
o Delhi, Once
s row fes are
established
ebsewhere, it
becomes very
hardd ba pill
them back
That izthe
oppartunity
oost of
capacty
stagnation

NAMIA s
often
described as

o Lhan just a secomd
airport. What doesthat
mean in practice?

Alrparts globallycanmak
edv only on aeroaistbeal
mvenue. NMLA i being
developed a4 an aviation ded
s tricL That means e
airpart isthe anchor, et

IF MUMBAI
HAD ADDED
CAPACITY STEADILY
OVERTHE LAST 1D
YEARS, ITWOULD
HAYE EMERGED
ASAMAIOR
GLOBALHUB

araiird B youhive
commerdal activity,
rmployment and services
that make the seosystem
fhna mcially pesllient. This
approach is essential i
alrportsam to fund brpe
uplreml Fvestments without
overburdening sirimesor
passengers

Has Lhedelayed opesilog of
HMLAaltered traffic
assumptions®

The prajections have
eflectively slalited by ayear
When you open later in the
year, the first-yearngmbers
are naturally lewer Bul the
demand profile has not
charged. The Mumbad
martropel Ban region still has
demand tal exceeds supply.
HNMlA's ramp-up is about
srqquencingthat demand
rathet than orest g it from
stinlele

What happens to pricdng
o both airporis are
operationall
Mumbai and Nav
Mumibal canneet he treated in
Eolationn. A cembrined taridf
framework is being
warked oot under the
Cereup of Alrports
policy. Thie bded b to
reflect the
integrated natre
ol e i be
regiom, rather
than have ban
completely
separate pricing
regimes that
distort aidine
bty e

Technologyisa
major talking point

al nrw alr pot Ls. Hiw ane you
approaching this at LAY
Technology has o bhe
mrmven befiore s deplayed
i et bea | sy sbeimn Al
mission-critical operations
are By manned, We are not
experiniemtng wilh
untested Alin areaslike
airfickd opemtions. Where
technology addsvalue isin
back-end integration a
passenger-facng
infnrma tion, so that whatthe
apeminrsees e akovsible o
the pas senger in real Bane

Beyond passengers, how
important are cargoand
ancillary activities to
KMIAT

Theyare oritical
Passeinper tralfc alon does
not definean airpart's
econom e robe, Cargn,
malntemance and tralning
creile slely mveinie aid
b MMIA isdesignsd o
handie those froman cady
stage, widchalso reduces
pressue on Mumbai airport.

Finalby, isa third rinwayat
KMIAarealisticsolution Le
Mumbai's long-term meeda?
Athird nmway {s largely
theometical The binding
consd finl s aims pace, not
lznd. Ind ependemnt
apemthons requie
sepamticoand s pporting
infrastructuse, incheding
terminals and eonoectivity,
Ewen if ithappens,
Itonly pos pores Hee beed
foradditicnal capacity by a
fewyean, Mumhai's
challenge s etructuml,
and It ieds bong- tenm
planming, mot
incremental fixes.
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‘Mumbai hotspot for gold smuggling via airport’

Somendra Sharma
MUMEAI
| —

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) in its report
stated that gold smuggling in
the year 2024-25 remained
concentrated in hotspots like
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat and West Bengal,
serving as entry points or
redistribution hubs due to
their strategic location, more
number of flights, and transit
routes. In 2024-25, the DRI
seized 1073kg of gold having a
market value of approxi-

mately Rs785 crore, the report
stated. Mumbai emerged as
the main hotspot for gold
smuggling through airports,
far surpassing all other loca-
tions in both the quantty of
gold seized and the number of
cases detected.

According to DRI, gold
smuggling syndicates operate
through a structured net-
work: Masterminds fund
operations, organisers recruit
carriers, carriers transport
concealed gold into India and
handlers receive gold for
delivery to key members of

India.

network in
Sometimes, gold smuggled in

the

forms other than foreign-ori-
gin bars, such as wax or jewel-
lery, is melted into 24-carat
bar form ar illicit facilities,
sold domestically converted
into jewellery and integrated
into domestic markets.

“Air routes, especially flights
from the Middle East and
Southeast Asia, are the pri-
mary channel for gold smug-
gling into India. Smugglers
exploit diverse passenger pro-
files, including women,
families and airline crew, to
smuggle gold. Smugglers are
also concealing gold inside air-

eraft cavities for later retrieval
by crew or passengers.
Sometimes, gold concealed in
the aircraft during theinterna-
tional leg is retrieved by pas-
sengers during the domestic
leg. Further, ransit passengers
smuggle gold via body con-
cealment and hand it over to
airportstaff,” the report stated.

“A more sophisticated and
dangerous method involves
concealing gold inside human
body. Syndicates mould gold
in wax form into small cap-
sules, which are then inserted
into body to evade detection,”

stated the report.

“The gender profile of gold
smuggling carriers for 2024-25
revealed that the majority of
individuals apprehended were
male. However, the presence
of women, making up one-
tenth of the persons appre-
hended, highlights a growing
trend of female involvement.
Carriers from Kenya and Iran
contributed modestly, with
isolated cases involving car-
riers from Thailand, Turkey,
Afghanistan, Oman, the UAE,
and the USA" the report
stated.
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CSMIA continues to chart

new skies, makes another

footfall record in Nov

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Int'l
Airport (CSMIA) is the country's
second busiest aviation hub

48.88 lakh
MNovember pax
count

34 hl:h
Domestic
travellers

14 lakh
International

1.76 lakh;
highest-ever
single-day
footfall

Nov 29

21,960

Air traffic
movements
(ATM) in Nov
Preferred
global spots
Dubai; 2.09 lakh
passengers

London
Heathrow; 112
lakh passengers

Abu Dhabi
over 1lakh
passengers

Dnmaltic
destinations
Delhi

6.09 lakh pax
Bengaluru
4.36 lakh

Chennai; 2.07
lakh

Purﬁoulfants
1.72lakh each
Mov 22,15
footfalls

1,021

Nov 22 ATM
1,026

MNov 15 ATM
1,036; hlghest

ever ATM
Nowv 21

3N

The strong Nov perfnrmance
reaffirms Mumbai's position

as a preferred domestic and
international gateway, well-equipped
to meet growing travel demand

CSMIA spokesperson

FPJ News Service
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Adani to bid
for 11 airports
under $11billion
expansion plan

New Delhi: Adani Enterprises
plans to aggressively bid for 11
airportsthatthe Central govern-
ment planstoleasetothe private
sectot, as part of the company’s
$11 billion expansion strategy for
airport infrastructure over the
next five years.

Billionaire Gautam Adani-
led conglomerate hasembarked
onan expansion spree in recent
years, withitsairport subsidiary
becomingthelargestoperatorin
India by number of airports. In-
dia’sother major aviation player,
the GMR Group, isthe largestop-
erator by number of passengers
handled.

The government is leasing
out government-owned airports
for long periods to private
players while incentivising
building new ones. It plans to
have 350 to 400 airports by 2047
from 163 currently. Eatlier this
year, New Delhi outlined plans
toleaseout1airports, including
at Amritsar and Varanasi.

“Wewill be bidding forall(11)
ofthem,” Jeet Adani, director at
Adani Airports Holdings Ltd,
said inaninterview. REUTERS
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EYES AGGRESSIVE BIDS IN NEXT PRIVATISATION ROUND

‘Adani Group to invest 31 lakh cr
In airports biz over next 5-years’

MUMBAL Aduni Group plans
to invest Bs 1 lakh crore in ils
airports business over the next
five years, betting on sustained
growth in Indias aviation sector,
which is expected to expand at
15-16 per cent annually, a top
group official said

“On the airport side, Rs
1-lakh crore in the next five
years,” Jeet Adani, Director of
Adani Airports and younger son
of billionaire Gautam Adani,
said ahead of the start of com-
mercial operations at Mavi
Mumbai International Atrport
on December 25.

Wavi Mumbai International
Adrport will become the latest
addition to the Adani Group's
expanding airport portlo-
lio, further strengthening its
presence in Indias aviation
infrastructure.

The airport, being devel-
aped by Navi Mumbai Inlerna-
tional Airport Lid (NMIAL) in
which the Adani Group holds a
74 per cent stake, is scheduled to
commence commercial opera-
tions on December 25.

Built at an initial cost of Rs
19,650 erore, the first phase will
have a capacity 1o handbe 20 mil-
lion passengers annually, with
plans o H.j: up b0 90 million
passengers over time, easing
capacity constraints at Mum-
bai's existing atrport and sup-
porting long-term growth in
the region’s air traffic.

Adani group had acquired

Jeet Adani, Director of
Adani Airports

Navi Mumbai Int'l
Airport will become
the latest addition
to the Adani
Group's expanding
airport portfolio

the Mumbai airport from GVE
Grroup.

Beside the two airports al
Mumbai, Adani Group operales
six other airports at Ahmed-
abad, Lucknow, Guwahati,
Thiruw a.na:ll‘l'!a]::u ram, Jaipur

and \'Ian!._,alum

This pﬂrLI‘.u]m lndud:h amix
ol metro and regional atrports,
with the group also planning
1o bid aggressively for the next
round of airport privatisations.

“As a staunch believer, bull-
ish believer in this industry,
we wotld be 100 per cent very
aggressive in the next round of
bidding for all 11 {airperts),”
he said.

# In first phase, Mavi
Mumbai Int’l Alrport
will have a eapadty
ta handle 20 million
pasengers annvally

» AAHL expects total
pasenger traffie at its
elght airports, including
the Mavi Mumbai
girport, ta touch 120
million next year

» ‘As a bullish believer, we
would be 100 per cent
very aggressive in
next bidding reund
for all 11 airports’

On investments in the MRO
and Flight Simulation Training
Centre (FSTC) verticals, he said,
“It’s a little early to say because
we are still in the process of
finalising a longer-term strat-
egy and then putting a num-
ber 1!:: i”

Huw:w:r J'n.- n.dr.lcd.. aI 1]1-:
end ol the day, we are deep into
it and we wanl 1o keep growing
our expertise and our depth”
Adani said India% aviation sec-
tor - encompassing arports and
airlines - could sustain mid-
teens E]‘ﬂ'l-ﬂ]’! for the next decade
Or mire,

“The Indian aviation indus-
tryasa whale._. can continu-

ously grow at 15-16 per cent,
mid-leens, year-on-vear lor the
next 10-15 years,” he said, point-
i.ng to bow per-capita air travel
compared to China. “Even if
we gel to China, it means the
whole sector has to grow by a
multiple of cities”

Calling the growth runway
long-term, he said, “30 thats a
very ]ung gruWIh Piﬂ.h'l.\'a}" that
we have. And all the signs show
that it's seemningly done”

Highlighting capacity con-
straints at Mumbais Chhatrapati
Shivaji Mahara) International
Airport, Adani sid, “Mum-
bai Airport was supply con-
strained from 2016 onwards and
wasn'l able o service the addi-
tional demand that was coming
through,” adding that “with the
start of Mavi Mumbai Airport,
we will finally see some relax-
ation there.

Terming the commissioning
of Navi Mumbai ].nl.crnali.un'j
Adrport a landmark moment,
he said, “In terms of Indian
aviation, this is an cxlrl:rnx.-l}'
tmportant moment. .. firstly, we
are seetng an asset of this size
coming online and secondly,
its not that it stops at this size.
There is four times growth stll
left to do”

The Adani Group, 1l'|.ruugh
its airport arm Adani ﬁu’purt
Haoldings Lid (AAHL), is India’

largest airport infrastructure
operator. It controls a signifi-
cant share of India’ air traffic,

accounting for roughly 23 per
cent of passenger movements
and about 33 per cenl of cargo
traffic nationwide.

In parallel, AAHL is invest-
ing in capacity upgrades and
phaszed expansions at existing
facilities and scaling ancillary
services such as non-acronau-
tical retail and city-side devel-
opments, n.-Ei:ul.i:ng its P'u:.h o
transform hard infrastructure
into diversified revenue streams.

“We have separated the two
businesses. One is the airport
infrastructure and the other
one 5 the aircrafl services busi-
ness. So that can include disal
use, defence and civilian wse,”
Adani said.

Moteover, the Adani Adr-
port Holdings Lid (AAHL)
expects total passenger tral-
fic at its eight airports, includ-
ing the soon-to-be-operational
Mavi Mumbai airport, to touch
120 million next year, its direc-
tor Jeet Adani said.

He stressed that there is “no
need” 1o seout for assets abroad
a¢ the priority now is to focus

on the domestic market.

“Last year, [ believe, we had
close o 89-90 million (pas-
sengers from seven airporls).
[ think this year, we will be
somewhere close to 100 mil-
lion,” Adand said. Next year, he
said there will be a bigger fump
because of Navi Mumbai. “So,
we will go up to 120 million
(passengers), he said.  AGENOE
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Adani to invest in airports; eyes
aggressive bids in next round

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

Adani Group plans to invest %1
lakh crore in its airports busi-
ness over the next five years,
betting on sustained growth in
India’s aviation sector, which
is expected to expand at15-16
per cent annually, a top group
official said.

“On the airport side, T1-lakh
crore in the next five years,”
Jeet Adani, Director of Adani
Airports and younger son of
hillionaire Gautam Adani, told
PTI ahead of the start of com-
mercial operations at Navi
Mumbai International Airport
on December 25,

Navi Mumbai International
Airport will become the latest
addition to the Adani Group’s
expanding airport portfolio,
further strengthening its pres-
ence in India's aviation infra-
structure.

The airport, being devel-

oped by Navi Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(NMIAL) in which the Adani
Group holds a 74 per cent
stake, is scheduled to com-
mence commercial opera-
tions on December 25.

Built at an initial cost of
719,650 crore, the first phase
will have a capacity to handle
20 million passengers annual-
ly, with plans to scale up to 90
million passengers over time,
easing capacity constraints at
Mumbai’s existing airportand
supporting long-term growth
in the region’s air traffic.

Adani group had acquired
the Mumbai airport from GVK
Group. Beside the two air-
ports at Mumbai, Adani Group
operates six other airports at
Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
G uw ahati,
Thiruvananthapuram, |aipur
and Mangaluru.

This portfolio includes a
mixof metro and regional air-

ports, with the group also
planning to bid aggressively for
the next round of airport pri-
vatisations.

“As a staunch believer,
bullish believer in this indus-
try, we would be 100 per cent
very aggressive in the next
round of bidding for all 11 {air-
ports),” he said.

Oninvestments in the MRO
and Flight Simulation Training
Centre (FSTC) verticals, he said,
“It's a little early to say because
we are still in the process of
finalising a longer-term strat-
egy and then putting a
number to it."

However, he added, "at the
end of the day, we are deep
into it and we want to keep
growing our expertise and
ourdepth.” Adani said India’s
aviation sector —encompass-
ing airports and airlines —
could sustain mid-teens
growth for the next decade or
more.
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150flights cancelled atlGlduetodensefog

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Newe Deflii, 19 Diecember

Due to dense fog, more than
150 fights have been cancelled
s0 far on Friday at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
in Delhi, Delhi has been
shmuded in dense fog since
late last night, significantly
reducing visibility. Flight
operations have been
conducted under CAT III
procedures since 9:00 pm
vesterday to ensure safety
amid the low-visibility
conditions.

The fog has affected fight
schedules, with airport authorities
confirming that operations
continue under CAT III
conditions. CAT Il is acategory

FEIRLE Y FAALLBNES INATT BN TEREN

Sat,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78768269

of the Instrument Landing
System (ILS) that permits
aircraft to land in extremely
low visibility conditions by
allowing lowerdedsion heights,
Insome cases, CAT M enables
near zero-visibility landings,
though it requires advanced
aircraft equipment and
specialised pilot training

20 December 2025

Amid dense fog affecting
flight schedules airport authorities
said operations are currently
being conducted under CAT
I conditions.

"Dense fog is impacting
flight schedules, and operations
are currently under CAT I
conditions. Our ground teams
areworkingin dosecoordination

with allstakeholders to assist
passengersand provide necessary
support across all terminals,
For real-time flight updates,
passengers are advised to
contact their respectiveaidines.
We regret the inconvenience
caused and appreciate your
understanding” an official
statement said.

Meanwhile, IndiGo issued
atravel advisory highlighting
that eardy-morning fogin Delhi
and several parts of northern
India is disrupting flight
operations. Inapost onX, the
airline said reduced visibility
isaffecting flight movements,
aseasonal occurrence during
winter.

Thepostread, "Exrly-moming
fog in Delhi and across parts

of northern India is reducing
visibility and disrupting flight
operations. We seek your
understanding, as this is a
seasonal ocoumence, and flight
mowvemnents are being managed
accordingly toensure safe and
orderly operations.

Customerstravellingin the
early hours may experience
delays or revised timings. We
recommend checking the latest
flight status prior to lkeaving
for the airport.”

At 7:05am.on Friday, Delhi
AirQuality Index (AQD) phinged
to 337, degrading further from
Thursday’s rolling average of
373, according to data from
the Central Pollution Control

Board (CPCB) at the Sameer
app.
o)
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CITY AIRPORT SEES RECORD 49L FLYERS IN NOV |
NUMBER EVEN SURPASSES 46L IN FESTIVE 0CT

Although festivals that spike air travel
demand such as Dussehra and Diwali both
fell in Oct this year, the month of Nov too saw
packed airline flights and a jump in charter
operations as the Mumbai airport handled a
record number of passengers. The airport
handled about 49 lakh passengers in Nov,

up from the 46 lakh in Oct. TOI reports

Highest-ever single-day traffic
Nov 21 Mumbai ‘ Nov 29 The highest

airport handled volume of passengers
arecord 1,036 . handled in a day,
takeoffs and X\ when 1.76L fiyers
landings in 24 hours passed through

on its single runway | the city airport

» Previous record was 1.7 lakh passengers,
handled on Jan 11

Traffic composition on Nov 29

International

Breakdown for the month of Nov: International routes with
Domestic versus International §<, the highest passenger
Though volumes on Nov 29 included
, Dubai (7,200 passengers), London
The month of Nov had oth 14 mﬁ;;;“ggg;;;;er Heathrow (4,766), Abu Dhabi
peak traffic days too million voltimes (3,213), Singapore (3,054) and
Passengers the numberof / Doha (2,369). On the domestic
Nov 22: 1.72'.. i ﬂi;hgl Tedi:::d network, key destinations such
passengers (1,021 Domestic International as Delhi (22,703), Bengaluru
landings and takeoffs) »The airport handled > This, though, was | (11,565), Chennai (7,578), Kolkata
172L 27,960 takeoffs and because IndiGo flight | (6:667) and Hyderabad (6,507)
Nov 15 landings that month, disruptions started | recorded strong demand —a uumsa
passengers (1,026 ] lower than the 28,557 increasing in the INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT LTD (MIAL) SPONESPERSON
landings and takeofl‘s) S  fliohts handled in Oct second half of Nov Source: MIAL and Alrports Authority of India
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Adani eyes 12 more airports,
checks into hospitality biz

1L cr investment

for aviation infra,
bids: Jeet Adani

Reeha Zachariah &
Mayur Shetty |7

Mumbiai: Adami Croug, L)
a's fifth-largest conglomerate
by market value, mtemds fohild
for neardy o dozen nirports sla.
el fin privatisation as part of
it2 Rs Llakh-crore lnvestimesl
plan for aviation infrastructu-
r gl w1 [ive years. Ear
povt announced
plans o lease out 1 airportz,
including those in Amritsr
and Varanasi.

“Dut of the Rs Lakhoro
re, some part is esrmarked
and provisioned for the next
roundof airporthidding, ™ Je-
et Adani, director at Adani
Group, who oversies the co-
untry's largest private air-
et netwark, toald TOL The
investment, which will be
funded through a mix of deht
and eguity will also be deplo-
ved to build mew terminals
and upgrade aireraft-hand
ling facilities and passenger
mmenithes poross s alrporis

The group entered the air-
port sector In 3099 after win-
ning si Fpoits in govt's pri-
vatisation drive Two years |a-
tier, A0 sequebred the Moambal
airport from GVE Group, ex-
panding its fooipring. Irisset o
operationalise the Navi Mum-
hal airport next weel, its first
presmibield afrport project

Jeet (24), the younger son
of group chalrman Gautam
Adani is also preparing the
it iminess for a potenti
l Listing by 2030 throwgh o de
merger The group has previe-
naly listed buginesses sinch as
power transmisslon and rene-
wakd gy through similar
demeryars, bypassing the tra.
ditiomal [P0 route

Hafore a listing, however,
the airport unit must moet key
milestones, including muming
caszh positive. Housed umder
flagship Adani Enterprises
the umit bs ebiida (earmnings be
fore interest, taxes, deprecia-
rion, and amortisation) posith
vir T FY25, I miidhis aun oo
ting profitof Ha 3,48l crore,

FLIGHT CLUB: HOW BOTH BIZ ARE LINKED

» Adani Groug = The hospitality push will aliow the group
operates T airports | to reduce dependence on asronautical
acvoss the coundry, | revenues, which are cxpected to fall to
Nawvi Murnbal airport 10% from nearly 58% today, as cly-side
will soon join the fist develogment and lounges take centre stage
Five-year plan: Focus on Indian airports

The risk-rietuen profile in india is hand to beal. Markets

Fke (London) Heathrow offer single-digst returns, which
dart make sensa far w5 The oppartunity in India i far mome
cormpelling, with the potential to create much larger impact and
returns. That's why our focus is fully an india for the next five years

Adani Group will “tie up with int'l hotel
" to

We will have upwards of &0 hotels across our

alrports and real estate businesses. It's fike
one af the largest hotel portfolios in the country. We
are bullding about 15 hoteds in Kavi Mumbai alona

Jeet Adari | pmicsen, asdm g

ncet the capex  cycle
slows and revonues siard Mo
wing from the Navi Mumbai
alrport, city side development
such as retail, food and bevera
ge. hotels, and from ongoing
expansion, the business will
become cash positive and will
mol nesd support from the pa
rent,” sadd Jeet.

For now; the group’s mie-
port ambitions remain fGrmly
doumestic, Jeet sald the group
Wl s om Tradia for Nve ve

of an alrport contract in Ke
nya last year amid criticism
Over IFNSpareney



AIRPORTS AUT HOF-?ITY LJIF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE

DELHI

20 DECEMBER 2025

Adani toinvestX1L cr
In airports over 5 years

MUMBAIL, DECEMBER 1§
Adani Group plans to invest Rs
1 lakh crore inits airports buss-
ness over the nesd five vears,
betting on sustained prowthin
India'’s aviation sector, which is
expected toexpandat 15-16 per
cent annually, a top group offi-
cial said. “On the airport side,
Rs 1-lakh crore in the nead five

yvears,” Jeet Adani, director of

Adani Airports and younger

son of hillionaire Gautam
Adani, said ahead of the start
of commercial operations at
Navi Mumba Intemational
Abrport on December 25,

Navi Mumbai International
Adrport will become the latest
addition to the Adani Group's
expanding airport  portfolio,
further strengthening its
presence in India's
aviation infrastriictire — PT1
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Woes continue as over 500
flights delayed, 27 cancelled

Sugandha Jha &
Privangi Agarwal | tr

New Delhi: Over 500 flights
weredelaved and 27 cancelled
on Thursday as dense fog led
to reduced visibility at 1GI
Airport.

Inside its terminals, Avers
were seen waiting for hours.
Many faced rescheduling
hassles while others fretted
about potentially missing con-
nectingflights. Outside the ter-
minals, some stood near entry
gates, repeatedly checking
flight updates as departure ti-
mes kept being pushed back.

Visibility at the airport
was just 100 metres betwesn
645 am amd 730 am, after
which it improved to 200m,
However, take-off and lan
ding operations continued to
he affected owing to similar
inclement weather at several
airporisacross north India.

Many flvers sald they we-
re facing problems in getting
refunds after their flights we
re cancelled. A man sehedu-
led to Ay to Kathmandu said
he had received only a partial
refund despite the airline
cancelling the fight. “I paid
over Rs 5000 but was refun-
ded Re 2,419, Az per DGCATU
les, a full refund & mandato-
ry.” hewrote on social media.

Passengers flving with
other carriers also alleged
that money had been deduc-
ted towands convenience fees
and travel insurance, resul-
g n partial refunds.

Flyers booked on connec-
ting domestic and internatio-

Fival Bhattarharjes

GROUNDED: Poor visibility led to leng waiting hours at IGI Airport

nal flightswere it the hardest
Omneof them said that those bo-
e for UAE had been delayed
by overds hours and routed via
Defhi. only to face further de
lay at 1GLA. Others sald they
missed crucial meetings, ha-
ving been stranded overnight
at the airport, and that they
wore ool served food or provi-
ded accommodation by the air-
lines. Their key concern was
whether thelr fghts were de-
layed or effectively cancelled
as departure times were being
pushed back every hour
Social medla platforms
were flooded with similar
complaints, with passengers
questioning why airlinescon-
tinued aecepting bookings
despite the forecast of thick
fog, “They knew Delhi will ha
ve visibility issues. Why did
they take late bookings?  a
flver wrote on social media.
Dellit Alrport posted o X at
810 am, “Due todense fog, Dight
operations are currently undear

CAT-II conditions, which may
lead to delavs or disruptions.”
1t asked flyvers to conbect their
respectiveairines.

Arccording to IGIA offici
als, phlots trained n CAT-I
provedures can land an air-
craft if the minimum visibili-
ty is Som and take off if it is
125m. “Certain fights landed
late here because of weather
eonditions at their airports of
orlgin, resulting in subsequ-
ent delayved departures from
here.” said one of theofficials.

Foggy conditiong over
north India, including Dethi,
this week has been severely im-
pacting flight operations. The
worst disruption was witnes-
sed on Monday when over B0
Mlights faced delays, more than
200 were cancelled and fve hiad
to be diverted. On Tuesday, the
numbers ware SN0 and 100, re-
spectively. The situation im-
proved further on Wednesday
whenover 200 flights weredela-
ved and 24 had to be cancelled
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Corrective actions to be taken
after IndiGo probe: Official

AUTHORITIES WILLTARE dab
arate and corrective actions
af et stuying the probe panel
repart into the recent massive
flight disruptions at Indiio,a
serdor fficial sibd on Friday

The four-member panel
constitwied by the Directorate
General of Civll Aviation
(DGICA) i expected o Rialee
tis report soon.

In thewake of the flight dis-
ruptions mrher thismonth, the
DGCA has at IndiGo's winler
ichedude by 10540 IndiGo, the
comintry's largest atrlime, usad to
aperate 1, 300 flights daihy

The semior poverinsent

afficial said elaborateand cor
rective actions will be taken
after studying the panels
repart. “We will continuonshy
wark on b" the official said,
emphasising that efforts ane
uriberway bo enaure such dis
mptionsdonot happenagam.
Toa quory on whether the
schsd ule adle rence of other
airimes is alo being moni
tored, the official neplied in the
affirmative, Thisis mavel sea
st il &lso coinciding with
the fog season, and airfine
shonld be operating maorne
fliphis, the officlal sid.
Meanwhide, ladilas CED

Heter Elbers on Thorsday said
the alrling's focus now is on
theree things — resilismos, moot
s analysis, and rebuilding,
HC seeks Customs
response toairline plea
The Dethi High Coart on
Fricdaysought a response from
tur Ciastorns departimesil ona
plea by InterGlobe fviation,
which operates the IndiGo air
line, secking arefind of more
thiun £2#00 cone paid as Cus
toms duty on aircraft engines
and parts re-imported inta
Indiaafterovemseanrepaio,
=M
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Competition Commission probes
IndiGo over mass flight cancellations

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAIL

The Competition Commission
of India (CCI) on Thursday said
it has initiated a formal inquiry
into IndiGo following a severe
operational crisis earlier this
month that led to the cancella-
tion of more than 4,500 flights.

The regulamr is examining
whether the airline abused its
dominant market position dur-
ing the period of widespread
disruption. The CCls action fol-
lows multiple complaints alleg-
ingunfair pricing practices and
consumer harm. The CCls pre-
liminary scrutiny centres on
whether IndiGos conduct—
particularly sharp increases in
airfares on certain routes while

its own capacity was con-
strained —amounts to an abuse
of dominance under the
Competition Act, 2002,

The disruption,
peaked in the first week of

which

December, was largely
attributed to IndiGos difficulty
in complying with the DGCA’s
revised flight duty time limita-
tions for pilots. These rules,
introduced to mitigate pilot
fatigne, mandate longer rest
periods and tghter scheduling
requirements, changes for
which the airline was
reportedly insufficiently pre-

pared despite an extended
transition period.

One of the complaints, filed
on December 11 by Safety
Matters Foundation’s Amit
Singh, alleged abuse of domi-
nance and unfair trade prac-
tices in domestic scheduled
passenger services as well as in
cadet pilot taining pro-
grammes. It claimed that
despite persistent crew short-
ages and clear constraints
under the FDTL framework,
IndiGo continued to publish
optimistic  schedules and
aggressively sell tickets.

In a message to employees,
IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers out-
lined a three-stage plan focus-
ing on resilience, root-cause
analysis and rebuilding.
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CClI to investigate IndiGo
over flight disruptions

Gireesh Chandra Prasad
gireesh.p@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Competition
Commission of India (CCI)
announced on Thursday that it
will investigate complaints
received regarding IndiGo’s
flight disruptions early this
month.

The antitrust watchdog did
not specify the nature of the
competition law violation, but
complaints were about an
alleged violation of Section 4 of
the Competition Act, which
deals with abuse of dominance.

“CCI has taken cognizance of
information filed against IndiGo
in the context of the recent Aight
disruptions witnessed in the avi-
ation sector, across various
routes. Based on the initial
assessment, the Commission has
decided to proceed further in the
matter in accordance with the
provisions of the Competition
Act, 2002,” the regulator said in
a statement.

InterGlobe Aviation Ltd, the
company operating IndiGo,
informed stock exchanges on
Thursday that its operations
have fully normalized.

“Having completely stabilized
operations across the network
starting 9 December 2025 with
L8800 plus fights, IndiGo has
been gradually and carefully
adding capacity and will be oper-
ating over 2.200 flights today, in
line with the revised schedule,”
the company said.

“We have been flying to all

. 1 TS |

The antitrust watchdog, CCL, did not specify the nature of the

competition law violation.

our 138 operational destinations
and maintaining normal on-time
performance, as per IndiGo
standards. We continue to main-
tain full integrity of the revised
schedule and remain committed
to delivering consistently relia-
ble service to over 3.5 lakh cus-
tomers daily,” the IndiGo
spokesperson stated.

Queries emailed to InterGlobe
Aviation seeking comments
remained unanswered.

The disruptions in IndiGo's
operations began due to a short-
age of eligible crew for flight
operations following new norms
aimed at providing pilots with
more rest and reducing fatigue.

Many flights faced delays or
cancellations as the company
struggled to find enough person-
nel to operate the {lights.

The flight cancellations led to
widespread criticism of the com-

——

AFP

pany on social media, as well as
in Parliament. prompting CCl to
investigate the matter.

Experts cautioned against
using the antitrust statute to
investigate the operational dis-
ruption of a firm.

"Competition law is not a
catch-all for every service fail-
ure, Using abuse of dominance
provisions to police operational
lapses blurs the line between
sectoral regulation and antitrust
enforcement. The CCI must be
careful not to turn competition
law into a general service quality
regulation, as that would shift its
focus from protecting competi-
tion to addressing consumer dis-
satisfaction, ultimately harming
innovation and competitive mar-
kets.” said Naval Satarawala
Chopra, partner at law lirm
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas
& Co.
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Off-duty Air India Express pilot
assaults passenger; suspended

Press Trust of India
htreporter@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An off-duty Air India
Express pilot allegedly assaulted
a passenger at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport in Delhi on
Friday and the airline has sus-
pended him pending investiga-
tion, officials said.

The passenger shared his
alleged experience in a social
media post along with a photo
showing blood on his face after
the altercation. He also shared a
photo of the pilot.

In a statement, the airline
said: “We unequivocally con-

demn such behaviour. The
employee has been removed
from official duties with imme-
diate effect, pending investiga-
tion. Appropriate disciplinary
action will be initiated based on
the findings of the inquiry.”

The passenger, Ankit Dewan,
said Air India Express captain
Virender Sejwal allegedly
assaulted him physically at Ter-
minal 1 of the Delhi airport and
his seven-year-old daughter,
who saw the assault, is still trau-
matised and scared.

According to Dewan, he and
his family were guided to use the
security check that the staff uses

because they had a four-month-
old baby in a stroller.

“The staff was cutting the
queue ahead of me. On calling
them out, Capt. Virender, who
himself was doing the same
thing, asked me if  was anpadh
(uneducated), and couldn't read
the signs that said this entry was
for staff,” he said in a post on X.

Dewan said an argument
broke out and the pilot physi-
cally assaulted him, leaving him
bloody.

Official aware of the matter
said the allezed incident hap-
pened near the security area at
Terminal | of the airport.
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Delhi HC seeks Customs’ reply
on refund plea by IndiGo

The Delhi High Court on Friday asked the
Customs department to reply to a plea by
InterGlobe Aviation, which operates the IndiGo
airline, seeking a refund of more than ¥900 crore
paid as Customs duty on aircraft engines and
parts re-imported into India after overseas
repairs. The court issued the notice to the deputy
commissioner (refund), office of the principal
commissioner of Customs, Air Cargo Complex
(Import), and asked the authorities to file a
counter-affidavit within two weeks. InterGlobe,
in its plea, contended that the levy of Customs
duty on such re-imports amounted to double
levy on the same transaction.
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Corrective steps after probe into
IndiGo disruptions, says official

The DGCA has cut IndiGo’s winter schedule by 10%

NEW DELHI: Authorities will
take elaborate and corrective
actions after studying the probe
panel report into the recent
massive flight disruptions at
IndiGo, a senior official said
om Friday

The four-member panel
constituted by the DGCA is
expected to finalise its report
soon. In the wake of the flight
disruptions earlier this month,
the DGCA has cut IndiGo's win-
ter schedule by 10 per cenL.

IndiGo, the country’s larg-
est atrline, used to operate 2,300

'

{lights daily. The senior govern-
ment official said elaborate and
corrective actions will be laken
after studying the panels reparl.

“We will continuonsly work
on it," the official said, empha-
sisimg that efforts are underway
to ensure such disruptions do

not happ:::n agamn.

To a query on whether the
schedule adherence of other
aitlines is also being monitored,
the official replied in the affir-
mative, This is travel season,
and also coinciding with the
ling season, and airlines should
be operating more flights, the
official said.

Meanwhile, IndiGo CED
Pieter Elbers on Thursday
said the airlines focus now
it on three things — resil-
ience, root-cause analysis, and
rebuilding. P
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AirIndiaExpress Vijayawada-Vizag
flightcancelled oversafetyconcems

The Statesman

AGENCIES
New Deffii, 19 December

An Air India Express flight
operating between Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam was
cancelled afterthe pilotdetected
a technical issue before
departure, the airline said on
Friday.

In a statement, Air India
Express said that the aircraft
returned to the ramp in the
interest of safety after the
issue was identified during
pre-departure checks. Following
this, the flight was cancelled
as a precautionary measure,

“In the interest of safety,
our Viggawada-Visakhapamam
flight returned to the ramp
after the pilot identified a
technical issue prior to
departure. The flight was
subsequently cancelled,” an
Air Inclia Express spokesperson
said.

“Guests were promptly
provided with hotel
accommodation and refresh-
mients. Guests werealsooffered
options, induding a full refund
or complimentary rescheduling”
the spokesperson added

The airline expressed regret
for the inconvenience cansed

p L PLALARERT SINETE B RN

Sat, 20 December 2025
https://epaper.thestate:

and reiterated that passenger
safety remains paramount in
all aspects of its operations.

In aseparate recent incident
reported earlier this week, an
Ajr India Express Hlight from
Jeddah to Kozhikode was
diverted toKochiafter suspected
damage to the aircraft’s tyre,
likely caused by a foreign
object on the mmway at Jeddah
Ajrport.

The aircraft made a safe
landingin Kochi, with emerzency
procedures activated as a
precaution.

*Our Jeddah-Kozhikode
flight was diverted to Kochi
and made a precautionary
landing due to suspected
damage to the aircraft’s tyre
likely caused by a foreign
object on the ninway at Jeddah

airport,” the airline stated
=
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AirIndia Express flight makesemergencylandingin Kochi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Thiruvananthapuram, 18
December

An Air India Express flight
1X 398, headed to Kozhikode
fromJeddah in Saudi Arabia,
was forced to make an
emergency landing at Kochi
airportin Kerala on Thursday
due to a technical snag
involving malfunctioning
landing gear.

The aircraft, carrying 160

passengers, landed safely at
Kochi Airport under full
emergency conditions at %07
am. on Thursday. A major
disaster was narrowly averted

as the plane was forced to
make an emergency landing
at Kochi airport after finding
the technical snag. Cochin
International Airport Limited

(CIAL) authorities said the
plane landed at Kochi airport
safely at 9.07 a.m.

A post-landing inspection
revealed that the plane’s two
tvres had burst. The latest
information is that an object
stuck in the tyres during the
takeofl from the runway at
Jeddah airport caused the
problem. Air India authorities
said they are investigating
the nature of the object stuck
inthetyres and other details.
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As air quality flirts
with severe, brace
for weekend blues

Tinmes News NETwork

New Delhi: Delhi’s air quali-
ty index remained at the hig-
herend of the very poorrange
on Friday The AQI was 374
compared with 373 on Thurs-
day. It is likely to slip into the
severe category on Sunday.

Central Pollution Control
Board's data shows that the
AQI was 384 at 8 am, but it
marginally dipped during the
daytime because of wind spe-
ed. “Windsat the speed of abo-
ut 10 kmph blew during Fri-
day afternoon as opposed to 5
to Tkmphduring the daytime.
We do not expect wind speed
torise for the next twodays as
a fresh western disturbance
is approaching the western
Himalayas,” sald Mahesh Pa-
lawat, vice-president, Sky-
met Meteorology.

Though the overall air qu-
ality staved within the very
poor range, 11 out of 39 active
air guality monitoring sta-
tions remained in the severe
category The remaining sta-
tions were in the very poor
range. At 426, Anand Vihar
was the most polluted station,
followed by Vivek Vihar (420)
and TTO (417). Shadipur saw
the lowest AQIat 308,

On Thursday, 15 out of 40
monitoring stations had re-
corded severe pollution levels
inthe city.

Theair quality is expected
to deteriorate during the wee-

kend due to dense fog, low
temperature and calm winds.
According to the air quality
early warning system for Del-
hi, which functions under the
Union ministry of earth scien-
ces, the AQI may stay within
the very poor category on Sa-
turday, “Tt may worsen tothese-
vere range on Sunday and
Monday. For subsequent six da-
vs from Monday onwards, the
air quality is likely to be in the
severe Lo very poor category.”

LET DELHI BREATHE

In this season so far, Delhi
has already recorded six seve-
re days with two spells recor-
ded from Nov 11 to 13 and anot-
her from Dec 13 to 15. The hig-
hest AQI this season stood at
461 on Dec 14, making it the se-
cond-highest ever Dec day.

CPCB classifies AQI 0-50
as good, 51-100 as satisfactory,
101-200 as moderate, 201-300 as
poor, 301-400 as very poor, 401-
450 as severe, and 451 and abo-
veas severe plus.

Meanwhile, Commission
for Air Quality Management's
panel met on Friday and discus-
sed the gaps and limitations in
the existing PUC mechanism.
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Al Exp grounds pilot over
assault on passenger at IGI

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Air India Express groun-
ded a senior pilot rostered for duty on
Friday after he allegedly assaulted a
passenger in front of his family at
Delhi airport’s T1 over the latter be-
ingallowed to use a security-check la-
ne where aircraft crew and other
staff supposedly get priority.

Passenger Ankit Dewan accused
Captain Virender Sejwal, en route to
Bengaluru by IndiGo to join duty, of
leaving him with a bloodied face
when he called him out for allegedly
“eutting the queue”. He said the pilot
retorted that the lane was meant for
staff and asked him if he was “an-
padfi” (illiterate), triggering what
was initially a verbal altercation.

Sources said Sejwal, seen in a blo-
od-smeared white shirt in pictures
posted by Dewan on his X handle, al-
legedly struck the passenger when
the latter used “foul language for his
ailing mother."

Security personnel intervened and
the pilot flew to Bengaluru, but was
barred from operating the flight he
was to pilot from there. Al Express is-
sued a statement later that Sejwal had
been grounded pending an inquiry

Dewan, who describes himself as
a “credit card & miles enthusiast” in
his bio on X, posted on Friday night
that he was to board a SpiceJet flight
with his wife, daughter and an infant
when the fracas took place.

The passenger said airport staff

guided him and his family to that se-
curity-check “hecause we had a 4-
month-old baby in a stroller”. Dewan
wrote that he had to “see a doctor” on
reaching his destination and that his
“seven-vear-old daughter, who saw
her father get assaulted brutally, is
still traumatised & scared”.

“Ihavenoclue how DGCA and Air
India Express canallow such pilotsto
fly. If they can’t keep their cool in a
scuffle, can thev be trusted with the li-
ves of hundreds of people in the sky?
How can Delhi airport get away with
such mismanagement, combining
staff entry with passengers carrying
infants, ereating chaos at a sensitive
security area? [ thought airports we-
re safe places,” he said.

Dewan claimed he was forced to
write a letter stating that he wouldn't
pursue the case. “It was either write
that letter or miss my flight and throw
the1.21lakh holiday bookings down the
drain. Delhi police, why can't 1 file a
complaint after coming back? Will the
CCTV footage disappear in the two da-
ys till I make it back to Delhi?” he said.

An Al Express spokesperson said
the airline “remains committed to
ensuring that its employees act re-
sponsibly atall times”.

“We are aware of an incident in-
volving one of our employees, who
was travelling as a passenger on anot-
her airline... We unequivocally con-
demn such behaviour.. Appropriate
disciplinary action will be initiated
based on the findings of the inquiry™

20 DECEMBER 2025
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After govt prod,
IndiGo to start
reﬂgds next wk

Etimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Govt on Friday
directed IndiGo 1o start the
process of compensating
passengers affected by its
massive [light disruptions
thismonth at the earliest.
The adeline will, from Dec
26, start giving trovel vouch-
ers worth Rs 10,000 each (o
“soverely impacted custom-
ers who were stranded st sir-
portslor many howrs™ on Dec
.4 and 5. apart from an sddi-
tional Rs 5000 to Hs W00 n
necordance with govt norms.
Aviation secretary Sa-
mir Sinha issued the diree
tive during a review on Fri-
doy  “Compensation  pay
ment should start within o
weel for passengers who

* Related report,P14

hooked tickets directly from
IndiGo website as their dats
18 already with the airline
IndiGo has been directed to
collect information about
people who booked tickots
vin travel agents and online
travel agencles (OTA) from
the Intter amd pay the com-
pensation directly topassen-
gers. This work should also
start soon,” said an official.
DGCA has been directed (o
ensure that every affected
PASSENEEr Eels compensa
tion and the ministry will
supervise the process
thiough its Alr Seva portal.

While IndiGo has initi-
med  refunds, many  who
booked via OTAs nre still
wailing For instance, Asha
Sen (name changed) wsed her
credit cand points to partly
pay for her Dight from Uidal
pur to Delhi on Dec 7. Indi-
G gays the refund has been

She, — '*;5

i i i
The airfine will start glving travel
vouchers worth Rs 10,000 cach to
customers who were ‘sevenaly
impacted’ on Dec 3, 4 and §

iniriated, but the OTA s yet
tosturtthe process sothat the
bank can reverse the credit
card points used as well as
the balance payment made
using the card,” said Sen, a
south Delhi-bazed banker
IndiGo executives said
refunds have been given for
affected days without any
culs, "Now lt isuplo OTAs to
transfer the same in full to
passengers,” theysald
Sources said leading
(TAs ke MakeMyTrip had
initiated the payments evon
bafore getting the same from
IndiGo. MMT pabd almost
Rs 10 crore worth refunds,
said people in the know
DGCA had Last woek called a
meeting with OTAs, where
thiey were asked (o ghve a fll
refund without any cuts,
Berwesen Dec 1 and 9, Indi
Go concelled 4354 flights
The mumber of flights can-
colled on Dec 3, 4 and 5 was
2 455 domestie and 51 interna-
tiomal. Estimoting 150 passen
gers per flight of just these
2507 and niot thoss on delayed
ones, whomay alsobe cligihle
for vouchers, the airline
may have o [ssue vouchers
to over &8 lakh. Their total
worth: over Ba 376 crore
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HC seeks
Customs reply
on IndiGo duty

refund plea

New Delhi: Delhi HC on Fri-
day sought a response from
Customs department on a
plea filed by InterGlobe Avia-
tion, the operator of IndiGo
airline, seeking a refund of
over Rs 900 crore paid as Cus-
toms duty onaireraft engines
and parts re-imported into
India after overseas repairs,
reports Abhinav Garg.

A bench of Justices V Ka-
meswar Rao and Vinod Kumar
issued notice to deputy com-
missioner (refund) and direct-
ed the authorities to file their
response within two weeks.
The court listed the matter
for hearing in April next yvear.

InterGlobe contended
that the levy of Customs
duty on such re-imports
was unconstitutional and
amounted to a double levy
onthe same transaction.

Opposingthepetition, the
counsel for Customs depart-
ment submitted that it was
premature, noting thatthe is-
sue on which the present
claim is based is pending
before the Supreme Court.

However, counsel for the
airline argued that at the time
of re-import of aircraft en-
gines and parts after repairs,
the company paid basic Cus-
toms duty without any dis-
pute, The counsel contended
that since the repairs consti-
tuted aservice, theairlinealso
paid GST on a reverse charge
basis. Despite this, Customs
authorities insisted on levy-
ing duty again by treating the
sametransactionasanimport
of goods, the counsel claimed.
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Al crash probe being conducted
accordingto global norms: Centre

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19
The Centre has told the Lok
Sabha that the investipation
intothe recent Air India crash,
which daimed more than 250
Irves, 15 being conducted by the
Aireraft Avcident Investigation
Bureau (AATE) in accomdance
with intemational  aviation
standards laid down by the
Intemational Chal Asviation
Organisation (ICAQ),

In a written reply to an

unstamred question from Con-
gress MP Manish Thewan on
December 18, Minister of State
for Covill Avaation Murbdhar
Muohol said the AATE is follow-
ing globally accepted proce-
dures. These allow participa-
tion by other states linked to
the aineraft or its operations.
The minister said under
ICAO norms, States such as
the State of Manufactiire,
State of Design, State of

Registry, State of Operator
and any other state that can
provide information, facili-
ties or expert support may
participate in an aireraft
accident investipation,

On the handling of flight
data, the povernment infommed
Pardiament that both
Enhanced Aibome Flight
Recorders were recovered
from the crash site in June this
vear,— TNS
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Decision to look into IndiGo fiasco
taken after initial assessment: CCI

Says no decision yet on abuse of dominance probe

NEW DELHI, DECEMEER 15
Competifion Commission
Chairperson Ravnest Kaur
on Friday said, based on the
initial assessment, the fair
trade regulator has decded
to look into IndiGo opera-
tions after recent flight dis-
ruptions, which severely
imparted passengers across
the country,

A senes of flight disrup-
tions by IndiGo, earlier in the
month, created chaos at air-
ports and also dented the
mmage of the country’s avia-
tion sector Kaur said, based
on specific information, the
commission on its  initial
assessment decided to fur-
ther look into the matter.

We have information
which has come to us, and
based on that information,
the matter was placed before
the commission. The com-
mission has taken a view that
in the initial assessment, it

TROUBLE AFTER FDTL
NORMS KICKED IN

B ndiGo cancelled hundreds of
flights starting from Decerrr
ber 2, causing hardships to
thousands of passengers

B There are concems incertain
quarters whether the airlines
dominant pasition couldve
contibuted tothe mess

looks like we can go into fur-
ther detail,” Kaur said.

When asked if the commis-
sion wolld be looking into

the aviation sector as such,

she said, ™o, We have started

looking at the information,

and this information is only
with respect to IndiGo’.

On whether the commission
will also look at the IndiGo
issue under section 4 of the
Competition Art, dealing with
abuse of dominance as the ar-
line has aboiit 65 per cent mar-
ket share, Kaur said, "No deci-
sion has been taken about that
as vet”, IndiCGo cancelled hun-
dreds of flights starting from
December 2 causmng  hand-
ships to thousands of passen-
gers, Mviation safety regulator
DGCA s probing the flight dis-
riiptions, and there are con-
cems incertain quarters about
whetherthe aidines doninant
position could also havebeen a
contnbuting factor

The safety repulator had ear
lier summoned IndiGo CEQ
Pieter Elbers and COO Isidre
Pomjueras in the flight disnip-
tion case. The IndiGo issue
was also fipured in the Winter
seszion of Padiament, — PT1

Correctivesteps
tofollowprobe

report,saysgovt
NEW DELHI, DECEMEBER 19
Authonties will take daborate
and comective actions after
studying the probe panel
report into the recent massive
flight disruptions at IndiGo, a
semior official said on Fridaw
The four-member panel consti-
tuted by the DGCA is eapected
o finalise its report so0n.

In the wake of the flight dis-
miptions earlier this month,
the DGCA has cut IndiGo's
winter schedule by 10 per
cent, IndiGGo, the ocountryv's
largest airline, used to oper-
ate 2,300 flights daily The
senior  government official
said elaborate and corrective
actions will be taken after
studying the panel’s report,

The official said efforts
were underway to ensure
such disruptions do not
happen again, —PTI
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Pilots wantwithdrawal
of dutyrules relaxation

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 15

The Fedemtion of Indian
Filots (FIP) representing
around 6000 pilots across the
country, has written to the
Ministry of Civil Awiation,
sepking  implementation of
the flight duty time limitation
(FDTL) rules without any dis-
pensations or variations, and
demanded immediate with-
drawal of relaxations granted
to IndiGo and Air India,

In a letter addressed to Crv-
il Aviation Minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu, the FIP said
the FDTL regulations were a
"safety necessity” and not an
operational burden, warning
that repeated relaxations had
compromised aviation safety.

"The FDTL regulations,
which are in aceordance with
ICAO Annex 6, are scientifi-
cally framed and are manda-
tory in every country to
ensure air safety” FIP presi-
dent C5 Randhawa said in
the letter dated December 18.

Bor IndiGo, the DGCA
rolled back some norms and
permitted  additional Tand-
ings undercertain conditions.
The epulator also The FIP
underlined that FD'TL norms
were cructal o promote air
safety”, ensure pilot alert-
ness, reduce fatipue-linked
errors, protect pilots from
chronic fatigue and enhance
passenger  safetvmodified
rest period norms related to
published leave, Despite this,
the pilots’ body said that in
October 2025, even before the
second phase came into effect,
the DGCA began granting dis-
pensations, mainky relating to
night duty rules. The FIP
argued that suchdispensations
oould only be issued under
“endreme drcumstances”,

Similar relpations  were
granted to Air India, indluding
permitting addiional landings
dunng night duty due to
delays, modifyving rest reguine-
ments for management pilots
and altering niles for consecu-
tive night operations,
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