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City airport to be
country's first
zero-waste airport

Union civil
aviation minister
to inaugurate
recycle plant on
Sunday

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE
PR

Devi Ahilyabai Holkar Airport
will become country & first
zero-waste airport with Union
Civil Aviation minister Kinja-
rapu Ram Mohan Naidu inag-
gurating @ recycle plant on
Sunday,

MP Shankar Lalwani in-
formed that the city is the
cleanest in the country and it
has fulfilled the call of Prime
Minister Narendm Modi o
convert garbage to gold. Simi-
larly, a target was set to make
the city s airport a zero-waste
airport.

The basic concept behind

making the airport zero waste
isfollowing four R Le. Reduce,
Reuse, Recyele and Restore
Earlier, the airport had to pay
a fee to Indore Municipal Cor
poration for waste disposal,
but after the construction of
this plant, the airport will also
earn from it in the coming
days. Arrangements have
been made at the alrport to
dispose of wet and dry waste
from airlines, shops and
gardens, Compost manure
will be made from wet waste,
while dry waste will be separ-
ated. According to the bulk
waste management rules, a
material recovery facility has
been constructed in a J000-
square-foot area. IndiGo Air
lines helped give shape to this
entire project through the CSR
fund. Along with this, Airport
Authority of India, organisa-
tion Aas and IMC have also
plaved a major role in bringing
up the facility.
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Exec at airport
caught with
smuggled gold

Somendra Sharma
MUMBA|

The Airport Customs on
Woednesday arrested a man,
working at an outlet at the
Mumbai airport, for allegedly
being part of a gold smug-
gling syndicate. M R A
Razique, 35, from Kurla was
reportedly found in pos-
session of 1.3 kg gold worth
Rs06 lalh. He works as asales
executive at an outlet situated
atthe international departure
hall

The officials said that he
confessed to smuggling gold
out of the airport on three
pceasions earlier. According
to the Customs sources, three
oval-shaped capsules con-
taining gold dust in wax form
from Razique.

He reportedly said that the
seized gold was handed over
to him by an unlnown
woman transit passenger at
his outlet. “Razique was going
to hand over the said gold to
one Arfatoutside the airport,”
said a Customs source.
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5km Noida-Aerocity
Metro Link Proposed

Likely To Take Shape Via DMRC Gold Line
PROJECT TO COST NEARLY 3950 CRORE

N E W <, N O | D A
D E L H | S f‘%-.;,
S Botanical Garden ()
%)  Okhla %

% -343‘ M Sector 44
T3 Tefminal =
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- e &
hlakabad : Aqua Line
construction) Sector 142

DMRC proposal Length Estimated cost Links with

To link Kalindi Kunj stn 5km 950 crore 1‘ Directly with Magenta Line at
(Magenta Line) with Kalindi Kunj station
Tughlagabad station To be completed within 3 years | Indirectlv: Blue and Aqua Line
Golden Line) secured promptly Botanical Garden station

Will provide another Metro = Will also ease Aerocity(Golden Line) €<—> Kalindi Kunj
route till IGI Airport in commute from Noida (Magenta Line)<—>Botanical Garden
Delhi for Noida & Greater International Airport (Magenta/Blue Line)$<—>Pari Chowk
Noida residents in Jewar through: (Aqua Line extension)
Aditya.Dev@timesofindia.com has been passed and is await- The DMRC proposal came

Noida: Asitsearchesforways
to connect Jewar, where Noi-
da International Airport will
begin operations next year,
Noida is likely to first see its
metro link with Delhi’s IGI
Airport improve greatly.

Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (DMRC), which Noida
consults on all its metro pro-
jects, has proposed a direct
link to Aerocity - and from
theretoTerminal 3afteranin-
terchange — by extending the
Gold Line to Kalindi Kunj.
Gold Line, which is at an ad-
vanced stage of construction,
links Aerocity and Tughlaqa-
bad. From Tughlagabad, a
5km extension can bring Gold
Linetrainsto Kalindi Kunj.

Should this proposal be ac-
cepted and funding come
through - the approximate
cost is Rs 950 crore - Kalindi
Kunj and Botanical Garden
just across the Yamuna will
become focal points of the
city’s metro grid.

Both places have Magenta
Line stations. Botanical Gar-
den is already a major inter-
changestationforthe Blueand
Magentalinesand will become
atrijunction when thellkmex-
pressway leg of Noida Metro’s
Aqua Line, starting at Sector
142, gets built (that proposal

ing central clearance). Magen-
ta Line goes directly to Termi-
nal 1 of IGI (a walkway from
the T1station links up with the
T1 station of Airport Express
Line). So, it already gives the
city direct and indirect con-
nectivity to both terminals.

The proposed Gold Line
extension will open a second
metroroute to IGI airport, be-
sides access to the Blue Line
via Botanical Garden. The
proposal is being studied with
interest because, in combina-
tion with Agqua Line's ex-
pressway leg, it will extend
the metro grid all the way to
Pari Chowk in Greater Noida
and fill to an extent the mass
transit gap from NCR's sec-
ond international airport in
Jewar. Pari Chowk and Jewar
are 40km apart. On the Yamu-
na Expressway, that's not a
longdrive.

Noida International Aair-
port announced last week it
will launch itsown taxiservice.
Noida is also exploring con-
necting the new airport with
other important points by bus.

Other proposals to con-
nect Noida airport with other
parts of NCR like building a
rapid rail corridor from the
Delhi-Meerut Namo Bharat
line are long-term plans that
are on the drawing board.

as Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Authority
(YEIDA) CEO Arun Vir Singh
held discussions with DMRC
officials about options for met-
ro rail connectivity between
Noida airport and IGI along
the Noida Expressway.

Initially DMRC had pre-
pared a detailed project report
(DPR)tolink NIA with IGI Air-
port via the expressway. How-
ever, thisproposal was shelved
after UP govtdecided tolook at
the rapid rail option — a 72km
corridor connecting Ghazia-
bad, Greater Noida and Noida
airport. This was thought to
be more economically viable
and capable of serving a
larger population.

Following  discussions,
DMRC'’s chief project manag-
er (8) Shiv Om Dwived1 wrote
to Singh on Dec 13, proposing
the 5km elevated Gold Line
corridor that would boost fu-
ture connectivity with Pari
Chowk. DMRC has suggested
two metro stations at Sarita
Vihar Depot and Madanpur
Khadar on this extension.

Singh said the proposal
would be presented to chief
minister Yogi Adityanath for
approval. “The project’s future
depends on the CM's review of
the proposal and how funding
could be achieved,” he added.



AIRPORTS AUT HOR!TY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 20 DECEMBER 2024

Aircraft lessor Genesis to acquire
equity stake in SpiceJet for $4 m

Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Budget airline Spicelet on
Thursday said that it has
reached a settlement with
aircraft lessor  Genesis,
resolving their over $16-mil-
lion dispute.

Under the agreement,
SpiceJet will pay Genesis $6
million and Genesis will ac-
quire $4 million in SpiceJet
equity at a price of 100 per
share.

The agreement will result
in a significant saving for the
airline, as it navigates a ro-
bust path toward long-term
growth, Spicelet said in a
statement.

Subject to the settlement
terms being satisfied, both
parties have agreed to with-
draw all ongoing litigations
and disputes related to this
matter at the appropriate
forums.

SpiceJet’s Chairman and
Managing Director, Ajay

ﬁ—-—-
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STRATEGIC MOVE. The agreement will result in 5|gr1|ﬁcant

savings for Spicelet reurers

Singh, said, “This agreement,
which includes Genesis ac-
quiring an equity stake in
SpiceJet, will significantly
reduce our financial liabilit-
ies and further strengthen
our balance sheet.”

OTHER RESOLUTIONS

Accordingly, the settlement
follows a series of resolu-
tions with other lessors, in-
cluding Horizon Aviation,
Engine Lease Finance Cor-

poration, Aircastle, Wilm-
ington Trust SP, Shannon
Engine Support Ltd, Export

Development Canada,
among others.
In  September 2024,

Carlyle Aviation agreed to
convert $30 million of lease
arrears into Spicelet equity
at 100 per share, signalling
increasing confidence from
stakeholders in the airline’s
financial and operational
recovery.
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Air India orders 34 trainer
aircraft for its flying school

Air India on Thursday stated it had ordered 34 traineraircraft as it
was preparing tostarttraining of cadet pilots atitsflying training
organisation (FT0), which will be ready by the second half 0f2025.
The orderincludes 31single-engine aircraft from PiperAircraftin
the United States and 3 twin-engine aircraft from Diamond
Aircraftin Austria. Trainer aircraft are lightweight, simpler planes
designed forflight instruction, emphasising maneuverability and
basic controls for novice pilots. BS REPORTER



Corporate Commumcatmns Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 20 DECEMBER 2024

e g

(Wa?r)ﬁéreﬁ:maﬁaﬁ
TRTETOT S o TIRT R el & 1 39k fore s
34 YfS1eren TaHHT o1 SR feam 2| uwetst
TS HTeT I GO SHET 7k qIR B S|
3T ST T STHNEHT S TR TATGHITE T 31
WG T 3 fg g5 for onfirer €1

o ot 3 9 SR &R e, STl
Tt ¥ feferest o fera feifia 3 wfbneres famm
T hiehiie, 111000 ey faen iR
e U1 T Y A9 2 Sl T8 IRere) bl 31
TfTeToT AT LT TSI AR &

Y EHEN T, SSeH e S
 fRgE ¥ 99T S g1 T
: T 399 fame =i e
m@@ﬁ%lsﬂﬁ;ﬁqﬂﬁ,aﬁﬁwﬁnﬂ
YR & IR 2% AN AT 6 o Trder § aar
Topam STTe 2 [oeR 2fean <61 ufoue uhedl &
ST Grler ATehe 3 aT, AT TRt
TR RTeTOT TSt @i % fote Yorifoss e
21 I% TR e 3R YR fadm= Se =t
% T A TRIete TR S 1 g9 fdegar
AT ' TR Rt & I o= St
10 Tehg ¥ 31Tk ShT TTSTeT0T SR ST I 2
! T gfaEr el



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR JATIPUR 19 DECEMBER 2024

W3R 2 : sl @l

fome 3 10y dige

T ot R e §
A 4 G 37 B FE
s faer T
T HEZ A HEEd W W
T FH W ITA & Tl
HER B WO10% a6
1 @z foerm oy &, 10
srf o oF 9 W 22
=5 o faeRey e =E
711 % A o1 F1 HE FH
Y 12 T4 FH =Me)



._...:_‘. - r -
v Ao arifsesem

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR JATIPUR 19 DECEMBER 2024

T « I Bl =l TS fere # STel s
famrl A a9 ot el &
dl 319 1 R . 1 ST

& ook | el F sm
YO 3 ATFOEE e
AT 1 2 6T T8 T
3R TR F A
el HidA SR A FA A
aea F1 A v o o
BT AW 39 T 1 AR T
I SJHIAT 3FR ST

afe $E dnaq = well
#efeRa o fo et amar i ¢
Tl 1 I 3254 WA
ERCLCi- Rl e E
T FE AW WA 9H F
aE wWEAE  (fEeErE)
g 2023 % s=oE T €
9 ed SueE (s
sE  fafgm ofswem

BTS311dH1 i EIRTY i
Siist MO, 3uche it
1 F {2 e W e
e 3l o 1 Heres
o A 1 MR SiET 9w
R == ™ 81 | 7 =
R S Sl a3

1 T TSN T W

oT| EgET 1 4R S 9L
IS T Tel B T

feifdl) & mafees 3@
WERE # AfE # U
T4 21 F fefEa fdw 2
Tl I T 99 H g
F FEeE A F T &
a1 et = o

» 5] UFEIEH %1 34 A 216 o o9 skl 994 HafhaT fired|
« S{ezer # T H =9 o il  waifen 680 HHERal )



Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN CHRONICLE

HYDERABAD

19 DECEMBER 2024

“HoAx | THREATS | Perpetrators can face penalties and could even be barred from flying

Govt amends aircraft security regulations

New Delhi, Dec. 18:
Against the backdrop of
the recent spate of hoax
bomb calls targeting alir-
lines, the government has
amended the aircraft secu-
rity rules whereby perpe-
trators can face penalties
and could even be barred
from flying.

The civil aviation min-
istry has amended the
Aircraft (Security) Rules,
2023, Two new rules — 29A

and 30A — have been
introduced.
In October, airlines

received 666 hoax bomb
threats while the total
number of such threats
stood at 999 this year till
November 14, as per offi-

cial data.

Under the amended
rules, now, the Director
General of the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) has powers to
“refuse admission to any
person or group of per-
soms in the aircraft”

Also, the DG can direct
any person or group of
persons to leave the air-
craft,” according to a noti-
fication.

In case the DG is satis-
fied that it is necessary or
expedient in the interest of
security, then the direc-
tions can be issued in writ-
ing under Rule 29A, the
notification said.

Rule 30A pertains to pro-

IN OCTOBER, airlines received
666 hoax bomb threats while
the total number of such
threats stood at 999 this year
till November 14

it
i ik

NOW, INDIVIDUALS who are found to be spread-
ing false information may be liable to face penal-
ty of up to 1 lakh,"Sarin noted. Civil avia-

tion ministry has amended the Aircraft

(Security) Rules, 2023. Two new rules —

294 and 30A — have been introduced.

- —

"
L .

UNDER THE AMENDED rules, now,
the Director General of the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security has powers
to “refuse admission to any person
or group of persons in the aircraft”.

hibiting communication
of false information that
can jeopardise the safety
and security of an air-
craft, asrodrome or civil
aviation facility or both

The prohibition is also
for spreading false infor-
mation that can “cause
panic among passengers,
crew and ground person-
nel or the general public;

or..disrupt the civil avia-
tion operation,” the notifi-
cation dated December 9
said.

With the new rule, the
perpetrators can face

penalties of up to 1 lakh.

Nitin Sarin, Managing
Partner at Sarin & Co, said
the latest amendments to
the rules come against the
backdrop of the spate of
hoax bomb threats
received by airlines in
recent months.

He also said the amended
rules will act as a deter-
rent to those spreading
false information that
could adversely impact
aircraft security and cre-
ate panic among people

“Now, individuals who
are found to be spreading
false information may be
liable to face penalty of up
to 21 lakh,"Sarin noted

— PTI
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Air India Orders 34
Training Aircraft
for Flight School

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Tata Group-owned
Air India said on Thursday it has
ordered 34 trainer aircraft for a pi-
lot training school it is building at
Amravatiin Maharashtra.

The order comprises 31 single-
engine aircraft from US planema-
ker Piper Aircraft and three twin-
engine aircraft from Austria-ba-
sed Diamond Aircraft. Theairline
is planning to open the school in
the second half of 2025 after get-
ting regulatory approvals.

Aspiring pilots will get the oppor-
tunity to enrol in a full-time air-
craft flying course at the academy
and earnadirect pathway to AirIn-
dia’s cockpit on successful comple-
tion of training. ET reported on 18
June about the airline’s plans to
start a pilot training school.

Air India’s initiative marks a ma-
jor shift in strategy on how Indian
carriers trained pilots. Till now,
major carriers like IndiGo and Spi-
cedet have set up branded training
programmes affiliated with inde-
pendent flight schools in India and
abroad. For instance, IndiGo has a
tie-up with seven flight schools.

“The new flying training organi-
sation is a strategic move to expo-
nentially expand our training in-
frastructure and our commit-
ment to building a self-reliant eco-
system of qualified pilots for both
Air India and the Indian aviation
industry,” said Sunil Bhaskaran,
Director, Aviation Academy, Air
India. “With this order of 34 trai-
ner aireraft to support South Asi-
a’'s largest Flying Training Orga-
nisation, we are delighted to be
plavingapart in building the avia-
tion infrastructure India needs as
one of the world’s fastest-growing
aviation markets.”

Air India, which has ordered 570
aircraft since the takeover by the
Tata Group, wants to control the
supply of the next generation of
pilots with the new school beco-
ming a critical part of its long-
term talent pipeline.
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Aircraft are on the
ground due to supply
chain issues and it has
been an encouraging

development of ecosys-
tem for manufacturing of
planes by public as well
as private enterprises in
the country, said avia-
tion minister Murlidhar
Mohol in Lok Sabha
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Taiwan's China Airlines
Splits $12 b Deal between
Boeing and Airbus

Taipei: Taiwan's China
Airlines will split an or-
der for its long-haul fleet
renewal between Boelng
and European rival Airbus and buy
freighters from the US planemaker
in a closely watched deal worth al-
most $12 billion. Taiwan's largest
carrier had been considering the
777X, of which the 777-9 is a variant,
and A350-1000 as replacements for
its fleet of 10 Boeing 777-300ERs and
to provide capacity for future
growth, sources have told Reuters
previously. China Airlines said on
Thursday that it would buy 10 Boe-
ing 777-9aircraft and 10 Airbus A350-
1000s as well as four 777-8 freighter
aircraft for $11.9 billion, with delive-
ries for the new aircraft starting
from 2029. Reuters
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$16-mn dispute:
Aircraft lessor to buy
stake in Spicelet

SPICEIET OM THURSDAY said
aircraft lessor Genesis will
acquire a stake worth $4 million
in the alrline as part of settling
a more than $14 million
dispute. For the settlement,

the airline will slso pay

$6 million to Genesis
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Al orders
34 trainer
aircraft

SWARA) BAGGONKAR

Mumbai, December 19

AlIR INDIA HAS placed an
orderfor 34 tralneraireraft for
its upcoming Flying Training
Organisation (FT0) in Amra-
vati, Mahamshtra.

The airline claims this
facility will be the larpest fly
ing school of its kind in South
Asla, This development fol
lows a recent 100-plane omder
placed by the aidine with Air
bus just 10 days ago,

TheTata Group-owned air-
line has ordered 31 single
engine aircraft from Piper
Aircraft, based in the US,
and three twin-engine
planes from Austria’s Dia
mond Alreraft.

While AirIndia did not dis-
close the deal value, the esti-
mated purchase price based
on publicdyavailable list prices
isbetween $12-15 million.
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‘NEARLY 40% OF
PLANNED ROUTES
REMAIN INACTIVE'

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Udey Desh ka
Aam Naagrik (UDAN) scheme,
the government’s pet project,
has 367 routes operational out
of the total 615 routes, minister
of state for civil aviation Murlid-
har Mohol said in the parlia-
ment on Thursday.

The Government launched
the Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) - UDAN in Octo-
ber 2016 to enhance regional air
connectivity in the country for
making air travel affordable to
the common man.

Replying to MP Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer for Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Mohol said,
“87 Aerodromes (including 13
Heliports and 2 water-aero-
dromes) have been operational-
ised under the RCS UDAN
Scheme till now.”
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Air India orders 34
trainer jets for FTO

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Air India has
ordered 34 trainer aircraft to
support the training of cadet
pilots at the Flight Training
Organisation (FTO), which is set
to commence operations in
Amravati by the second half of
2025, pending regulatory
approvals, the airline said on
Thursday.

The order includes 31 single-
engine aircraft from Piper Air-
craft in the United States and
three twin-engine aircraft from
Diamond Aircraft in Austria.

“The FTO, that will be South
Asia’s largest FTO, isa leap for-
ward in Air India's commitment
to bolster its training infrastruc-
ture as part of its Vihaan.Al
transformation program and
cultivate a pipeline of pilots as it
expandsits fleet, becoming self-
reliant,” the airline’s statement
said. It will be coming up at
Amravati's Belora airport and

The trainer aircraft are due
for delivery starting of 2025.

will target to graduate 180 com-
mercial pilots every year.

The trainer aircraft are due
for delivery starting of 2025, Air
India confirmed.

These aircraft are equipped
with glass cockpits, G1000 avion-
ics systems and Jet Al engines
that will ensure advanced train-
ing for aspiring pilots.

At the FTO in Amravati, Air
India is also developing a train-
ing institute at the FTO in over 10
acres of land.
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2 airlines oppose plan
for reduced night
flying time for pilots

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

In a letter to the DGCA, In-
diGo and the Air India
Group have opposed the
regulator’s proposal to re-
duce night flying for pilots.
While IndiGo has rejected
the suggestion altogether
as it will have a “severe op-
erational impact”, Air In-
dia said that it could be im-
plemented only after the
regulator introduces an ad-
vanced data-based fatigue
management system.

Airlines have also stalled
another key suggestion of
raising weekly rest for pi-
lots from 36 hours to 48
hours. While IndiGo has
said it could implement
this in a staggered manner
between June 2025 and af-
ter July 2026, the Air India
Group has said it could im-
plement this from June
2025.

These recommenda-
tions were part of the
DGCA'’s revised norms go-
verning rest and duty
hours for pilots notified by
the regulator in January
2024 which were to be im-

= _rz;._fq/-fa_ =
et -'
IndiGo, Air India have also
rejected the proposal to raise
weekly rest hours for pilots.

plemented from June 1. But
these were put on hold on
March 26 following stiff op-
position from airlines.

Subsequently, in April,
the regulator asked airlines
to inform the timeline for
implementation they were
comfortable with.

The airlines have sub-
mitted their replies nine
months later.

IndiGo has shunned the
DGCA’s suggestion to raise
the definition of night fly-
ing from flying between
midnight and 5 a.m. by an
hour to include flying till 6
a.m. in a letter from its
COO, Isidro Porequras, to
the DGCA on December 4.

The Hindu has reviewed
a copy of this letter.

1S DECEMBER 2024
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Air India places
order for 34
trainer aircraft

New Delhi: Alr India has placed
an order for 34 trainer aircraft,
including 31 single engine
planes, for its i ng traming or-
ganisation in Maharashir that
is expected to come up by the
second hall of 2025, The order
includes 31 single-engine air-
craft from piper aircralt inthe LS
and three twin-engine planes
from Austria-based Diamond
Aircraft, the airline said in a re-
lease Thursday,

The Flying Training
Organisation (FTO) is being set
up a Beloraairport in Amravati,
Maharahira.

Sunil Bhaskaran, Director of
Airlndia's Aviation Academy,
said the FTOwill help in bl ding
a seli-refiant ecosystemof qua-
ified pilots for both Air India and
the country’s aviation industry,

The Tata Group-owned aidine
has opened its new Aviation
Training Academy in Curugram,
Haryana, Air India group isex-
panding its fleetand network PTI
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Air India orders 34
trainer aircraft

ﬁ Lr Imelia has placed an order For 34
tralmer alrerafi, b |II|J.Ir|F 3 simgples
crygine planes, for sy ing training

T AT ES AR} Maharaslitrs thnt is E tod 1

o ugy by thee second hall'of 2025,

The order inchsdes 31 single-englne alrerafi
from pliper aleeraft in the US and thres twin-
erugine plianes from Auwstria-Tased Diamand
Abrerafi the alriine said bn a relesse on
Thursday.

The Flying Trabning Crgan st bon (FTCH is
bl st wpr at Belora abrpaort in Amravatl,
Maharashira. ht s expectad o be operatlonal by
the sevond half ol nexe year poss regalatory
apgurovals.

Sundl Bhaskaran, directorof Adr India’s
Aviation Academy, sald the FTOwill helg in
buablding a seli-reliant ecosystem of qualified
pllots for both Alr India aml the country's
aviation industry.

The alrline has opened s new Aviotion
Tralning Academy inGunigram, FTl
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Genssi will Boguirs stake worth $4 million in
Spicepst to s=tile s 316 million dispute. HUTIAS

Genesis to acquire
stake in Spicejet

pleedet on Thursdsy sald alreraft

lessor (renesls will accpulne a stake warth

S million fnthe aifine os part of setiling
amore than $16 million dispuate.

For the settlement. the alrline will also gy
S million o Genesls. The budget carrer.
which recently ralsed 5,000 crore amid
Areanelal headwinds, has been settling varsos
iispastes with bissors and siher endities,

Subgect to the sefthement terms belng
satisfiod, Spheedet sald both parties have sgreed
o wiithdraw all ongolng Hidgations and
disputes related to this matier at the
apgurogeriate forums,

In arelease, e alrline sald i has reached an
amibcabile settlement with Genesis, resolving
thelrover $16 million dispate. In Seprember,
Carlyle Aviation agreed toconvert $30 million
of beise arrears into Spheeet equlty ot TH00 per
share. FTI
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Nearly half of Indian international travellers made last-minute flight bookings in 2024: report

PTI B NEW DELHI

he year 2024 witnessed a

rise in spontaneous
travel among Indian
international travellers, with
nearly hall’ of them maklng
last-minule plans, barely
less than a week before their

departure, reveals a new
eport.

The travel report,
conducted by Lravel-

banking fintech platform
Niyo, high]lghr_-. the
evolving mindsel of Indian

travellers, whao are
embracing flexibility,
prioritising  experiences,
and  benefiting  from
streamlined travel
Processes.

“Forty eight percent of
international flight

8

bookings by Indians this

year were made just 0-7 daj‘.‘.
efore Lravel.

This trend was supp orted by

easier travel access, with 58

countries offering visa-free
or visa-on-arrival uElum:. o

Indian passporl

olders,”

reads the report iindlngs.

While

many

travellers

booked tnternational fights
at short notice, the report
said “30 per cent of visa
applications” were
submitted 16-30 days before
travel, implying a certain
degree of preparation.

Dubai, which according to
the report was by far the
most preferred destination
for Indian travellers,

attracted “45 per cenl” of

holidaymakers with  its
luxurious shopping and
entertainment.

The list was followed by
Vietnam, known [lor its
cilture and natural beauty,
which drew 15 per cent
travellers. Smaller number
of travellers, accounting for
one per cent each, chose
Oman and Japan.

Pop culture also plaved a

significant influence on the
travel choices of Indians this
year. For instance, web
series like “Emily in Parig”
inspired many Indian
women (o visit France, with
30 per cent Indians
choosing France as their
destination, followed by the
UK (29 per cent) and
Singapore (26 per cent).
The  preferred travel
destinations for Indian
males were different.
“Male travellers leaned
towards Thailand, with &0
Etr cent  preferring  its
eaches and vibrant
mghil]!:, followed by the
UAE (77 per cent) and the
USA (76 per cent),” it added.
Additionally, short holidays
were the most pupu]ar in
2024, with “66 per cent” of

trips IB_'i‘lil'.IE less than seven

days.
The number of travellers
choosing extended

vacalions luling 15 dﬂ}'!i or
muore was recorded “17 per
cent”.

With the increase in travel,
more people also focused on

safety as the report
witnessed a record sale of
7.395  travel  insurance

p|_1||1:1|::. in 2024, worth a
total of Rs 43.2 crore.

“Younger travellers
especially prioritised
protection, often choosing
insurance plans ranging
from Rs 50,000 to Rs

100,000, it added.

The findings were based on
the sample size of 1 million
Indian international
travellers.
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Air India places order

for 34 trainer aircraft

PTI B NEW DELHI

Air India has plai:rd an

order for 34 trainer air-
craft, including 31 single
engine planes, for its flying
training organisation in
Maharashtra that is expected
Lo come up by the second half
of 2025.
The order includes 31 single-
engine aircrafl from piper
aireraft in the US and three
twin-engine planes from
Austria-based Diamond
Aircraft, the airline said in a
release on Thursday.
The Flying Training
Organisation (FTO) is being

sel up al Belora airport in
Amravati, Maharashtra. It is
eupecied to be operational
by the second half of next
year post-regulatory
approvals.

Sunil Bhaskaran, Director of
Air India’s Aviation
Academy, said the FTO will
help in building a self-reliant
ecosystem of qualified pilots
for both Air India and the
counlry'’s aviation industry.
The Tata Group-owned
airline has opened its new
Aviation Training Academy
in Gurugram, Haryana.

Air India group is expanding
its fleet and network
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Air safety

= NEW DELMI: Against the
backdrop of the recent
spate of hoax bomb calls,
the government has
amended the alrcraft
security rules whereby
perpetrators can face
penalties and could even
be barred from fving. /i
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Hyd’s Blu] Aero bags deal with
Blade India for 60 eVTOLS' sale

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Long-range
vertical takeoll and landing
(VTOL) aircraft developer
Blud Aero announced that
urban air moebility player
Blade India has entered into
a partnership for purcha-
sing 60 VTOL aircraft. This
includes 50 BluJ REACH car-
o aircraft and 10 Blu) HOP
passenger aircraft.

BluJREACH is an under-
development unmanned
hydrogen electric-powered
VTOL with a target range of
up to 300 km, a100-kg pavload
capacity, and around 12-16 ho-
urs of uptime. Itaims to faci-
litate same-day deliveries
across underserved areas in
the country. BluJ HOP isa pl-
loted H2eVTOL being desig-
ned for economical, regional
passenger travel.

REACH is expectad to be
ready forcommercial rollout
by 2026-27, while HOP is ex-

File phato

eVTOL prototype

pected to be ready by 2028-29,
The startup's co-founders
told TOI at the live demo of
the flying capabilities of the-
ir prototype autonomouseV-
TOLin Octoberend this yvear:

Terming the collabora-
tion as a significant step to-
wards commercialising sus-
tainable aviation for regio-
nal conmectivity, Blud co-fo-
under and CEO Amar Sri
Vatsavava said: “We look to
leverage the globally unique
policies of the Directorate

General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and help in their
progressive work in certifi-
cation to expedite bringing
indigenous innovations
such as ours to market.”

“Weare thrilled to couple
our operational expertise
with BluJ Aero's cutting-ed-
ge aircraft to redefine the re-
gional mobility landscape in
India, enabling aerial access
to regions without traditio-
nal airports and helping ea.
se frafTic al existing ones,”
said Amit Dutta, managing
director, Blade India.

BluJ Aero is part of
DGCA's palicy working gro-
up, In Septemhber this year,
DGCA released its vertiport
and VTOL policies.

Blud Aero and Blade In-
dia, whoare part of CIl's Ad-
vanced Air Mohility task for-
ce, have been working close-
Iy with the regulatory autho-
rities to ensure compliance
and certification towards
commercialisation
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