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Govt accelerates push for new
airport, shortlists 2 locatlons

BV.Shivashankar
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The state govt
is expediting plans for Ben-
galuru's second international
airport, aiming to finalise the
location soon amid growing
eriticism over delays and com-
petition from Tamil Nadu's
proposed greenfield airport at
Hosur, just 35km from the city
After initially identifying
seven potential sites through
a study by consulting firm
Idec, the process slowed due to
lack of consensus among min-
isters and distractions caused
by byelections and polls in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand.
With bypolls concluded and
the election campaign in Ma-
harashira’s wrapping up on
Monday, officials expect the
project to gain momentum.
Infrastructure depart-
ment (ID) officials say site
selection is now in the final
phase and a proposal will be
sent to the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) later this
week after ID minister MB
Patil returns firom poll duty in
Maharashtra, “Preliminary
preparations are on track.
The shortlist is now down to
three, The govt has asked fora
detailed analysis of pros and
cons of these three sites, One
or two will be finalised and a
proposal sent to AAI thereaf.

ter,” an official said.

The urgency stems from
Tamil Nadu's plans to develop
a greenfield international air-

port in Hosur, which could
diminish Bengaluru's strate-
gic advantage if Karnataka
delays its proposal.

“Our govt is mindful of
the fierce competition from
Tamil Nadu,” said Priyank
Kharge, IT-BT minister and
govt spokesperson. “The pro-
cess to finalise a location is
being expedited. There will e
no delay”

In Aug, the govt shortlisted
seven potential locations and
intended to seek AAI's input
on technical feasibility But
internal disagreements on
the location delayed progress,
forcing chief minister Siddar-
amaiah to temporarily put the
project on hold,

Home minister G Para-
meshwara, representing Ko
ratagere, wanted the airport

FULL STEAM:
Minister Laxmi

i Hebbalkar
campaigns for
Congress in Latur
on Monday. Polls
in Maharashtra
Was one reason

| for the delay in
finalising the
location for the
second airport

near Tumakuru, while deputy
CM DK Shivakumar preferred
locations in his home district
of Ramanagara, with Bidadi
and Harohalli emerging as
strong contenders.

But stakeholders and do-
main experts favour a site in
southern Bengaluru to allevi-
ate traffic congestion at the
city's existing airport in the
north, Adding complexity,
Shivakumar is also proposing
a skydeck in Hemmigepura,
which will fall within the air
traffic gone of the potential
Bidadi or Harohalli airport
sites. To address concerns on
the skydeck, the govt sought
public feedback. BEMP chiel
engineer for projects, M Loke-
sh, said: “We are open to look-
ing for an alternative site for
the skydeck. More than 300
suggestions have come from
the public, We will soon final-
ise the location keeping all
factors in mind,"” Lokesh said.



A_;
ﬁlh‘ IC Rl e == R =]
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 20 NOVEMBER 2024

:

%ﬂﬁmmm@mwmﬁ ’
| (quuEgd) & Fewe Sfia skvf @t
: 37eIUlt & BIC IA A wATel 2019 H Jerit
| YeuTEeIol (TRUE) & g9 Hivwsh & |
| BrEiea A YIS fod, St eIR, IRy
Shfew iR e if S wa AP
| X YW fopan SR R | 2022 A5
: forg we1 | UfAerafran fawafqeem |
sﬁlﬁaﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂaw%%&wsﬂ??mmasﬁm%l
| JIEAQEIS A GIUd Ued P AT fy ardia # 27 g S 7 SargeTSl PRIER
| & fag 3 gRewivr & IR F sarn, 56 IR F SHie 2 5 98 s oo ant

| fommT a6 St TRiGRuT SR TSI oh ) TR § R e § | S

| FATSITET U AT WWIE BT £ ? | R ScuIfEd & Hiifeh STRENeRR 59 TR

| THP HPNIAS R TFRHAS I TS ¢ SSqT S T ASHT 10 TIed bl AT R

| BT | UPNEG I de e e S ae | da e Wehd

[ WU H IR TSI U R AN

| Qo e 0 o W R A qHeR femE | |l & wali o (3RS 3w Sfeen %)

| T € e e R me A TR | U W TUeh! T ST 8 2

| oIt THER SR oA shae sl ¢ e

S o

;&0 fH, <, SCy o STET HIL 2025 Tk I
1 S s aaEa T R S ITAR B ST TET ST S 39k fg

| U STRENER U U o o e, (o shufera o | aR e e

{7 S &FHCAT B o o bl § | TR | §?

| e Sttt e aei Slen | = witrerard fired) €| femm s aga

L S f St QX SITTR okt el ohe B | TTgE © I B TR e ST W § aen

| e B, STefeh AR STST b di ol &R ¢ =Ror-2 Fmior e ST o 9n H and

P RO @RI S AI IR | G S RS, S as wR-1 QA

| T oA SR ol SRR artl (TR § ST o oG Y& el

 3fean sivEfe % T fheee e At

¢ SR 90 Wferrd § e fe el €)1 . 3T U™ At o feTT Uuu=uue st

| T oTY % FoTT WehRIeeh o e ¢ foh ot Wmméafwzwzﬁw%?

| TR U A Al B AT R k¢ HIC IR TR SR Ui ot o ford gany

| foTT IR ShaT T STIN e Al IR | SR et AT - T e | s STt

| W ot SISt T BN SR BT ST ok | YW SJeTe SiR W S R - U A

| IR-TE ToTea T o HeRIaTh TAE TS (SIS T W SiE ol | Hisper eftiet

| TR TS FIRAT A TENEF AATCE | (IR e SR SaRsTgl T U it o

i fop om ooy ek o E Tsha € ¢ o foTe e 20,000 RIS I TR SAE |

| TTeifen § Hgifern &Y | TohRIcqs fRAfd | e, SRHSIEE, TES SIS

| ST Y TET S Rk BHR UHE o RIS | BolseTgl T YHSI ved foh s

¢ IR feTi o WY agd o) Wag B . o fTT ST 20,000 TS F9 T STAM

| foRaT ST el G AR eTg T A2 %

| T 3T EATE T b A | © fmfor 3 fow e 18,000 FHIE ET FRIT

| ey TR AR A o A ear | S sy o foe, siimer SR #

C @A E? | TR ok BAEeTE! S GeieRtor (fHsfisRor)

| T3 T I foh o S ke Rk | % STeT SR o feTu oft dehdie 20,000

{21 R foh RIS (famr st | WS TR




AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASEKAR JATPUR 19 NOVEMBEER 2024

feoel veRuI R ®is- 100 faaEa
A A 32, 15 sEaé 3ik 7 = fopu oo

faeett U 9 wgaYl & FI 9E Y H FdE 100 T2H
T 20 g1 15 IZH 1 OF Seern U2 3 7 Foe 1
R 3BT 1 SR 3R T F el THEE R
T U e, TGS, Se Sl UAteEd o e
Tifean SR A1 1 Sam fF wgE & 3= W A 53
i faeet # = Zvaar R0 331 wafad & g 2
el 2T TR . (2EE) 3§ 9aR 6§ A
ISH & 39 AERE AT 3 TR © gk &l



AIRPURFSAUIH Rle OF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNTIK NAVJYOTTI JATPUR 12 NOVEMBER 2024

T TIIUTE UT AT &1 747 RS, 20,160 o

e, AT | FAY CAE A % A TEA 5 OUAWE WOHE 140 e # WARE 1 W) 50 e b
HIUH NGO T QAR FIREHE  WeTZH FT AT o, (00 70 FIOr A TS e e
mluﬂnma‘rqﬂzmwuﬁm WETH WA (SR 3 70 TEEHEEES 25 5 W ST E
A A F, S AE T G A el e (fews) mite an o e Sers 1 96 F S e
T ¥ T e 12 TEEH H 19717 STUTeT S TegE T AP WE B v 1 % | e ¥ e 1w
WA & W qE T g9 01| AVEE WER A S ST aed o e e e W



AIRPUR 'S AUI HCJFL’&T ’I‘ L?F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HART EBHUMI DELHT 20 NOVEMBEE 2024

aﬂ?fﬂaﬁmaaszﬂmﬁusﬁﬂmaﬁmﬂauaﬁa

o % | TR W R BaTg ATt
a1 1 ﬁmww%m

i
firet e 1 O & fet & 505,412 =] @ AT 4 37 7 | Gl 58

T8 Ao ARAr faara Fa & fo ot die 5 Ter 2
TEEl o g A # e

aﬁmmm%l

T TR 91 Wi # Afqeg e |

| ¥l & o e oI 2017 H 9

| T 3T 5T Aot Bl Il A
: - T o gl A sar FEl &

Q| Soon et s | S
1 qﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬂm‘ﬁ 3 # fUSE oW 3 JEcrsi

g &5 & 3l 391 3 ular

| A B e dEm e Y

| gl 8 9 1 IR I8 ®l
| o e e & g

| e 21 Bas A 2k, forate
| 3R & o gre Bl gE

AT R TR TSI, WA K | o v ot




Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 20 NOVEMBER 2024

Adani sets $2 billion

for convention
centre in Mumbai

Khushi Malhotra &
Anirudh Laskar

khushi.malhotra@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The Adani group is
planning to spend around $2
billion to build Mumbai's larg-
est international convention
centre (ICC) near the interna-
tional airport that it operates,
two people aware of the matter
said.

The Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority
(MMRDA) has okayed the cen-
tre's design, which covers its
broad scope, while approval for
the detailed blueprint is
expected in two months, one of
the two people cited above said.

The plan puts the conglom-
erate in direct competition with
Reliance’s Jio World conven-
tion centre which operates at
Bandra Kurla Complex, a cov-
eted corporate hub.

Adani will build its own cen-
tre at the western suburb of
Vile Parle, close to the airport,
for maximum visibility, The
group manages 11 airports in
India.

The convention centre span-
ning 1.5 mn sq. ft, will be able to
accommodate 15,000-20,000
people, the person cited above
said. Total indoor area is likely
to be 1.2 mn. sq. ft, with 0.3 mn

sq. ft for vehicle parking and
other purposes. It will be
owned and managed by Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd, even
though most of Adani's real
estate projects are owned by
Adani Realty.

The ICC will also host a five-
star hotel with 275 rooms, the
person added. At present, the
Jio World Convention Centre is
the city’s largest, with a total
area of about 1 mn s. ft, while
Yashobhoomi in New Delhi is
India’s largest convention and
exhibition centre spanning 3.2
mn sq. ft.

ICCs host conferences and
exhibitions that connect local
manufacturers with global buy-
ers, playing a crucial role in
promoting a country's trade
and export potential.

“Large corporates often
choose to develop convention
centres near major transitand
transportation hubs such as
airports for hosting events like
conferences and exhibitions, as
they help in promoting their
image and allow for network-
ing on a global scale,” said Anuj
Puri, chairman, Anarock Prop-
erty Consultants Pvt. Ltd.
“These venues typically offer
facilities that foster innovation
and partnerships among partic-
ipants,” Puri added.
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Adanisets $2 bn
for convention
centre in Mumbai

e ETTET
T I RN

WILIMEA]

T Adlan| Group is plan-
T nming tospend sround $2

dllons tos bisiled Mum-
Tal's Largest [ndermutbonal oon-
vention cenire (I0C) mear the
International airport that it
opierates, two peaple wware of
the matier sabd.

The Mumbal Metropolitan
Feegion Develogament Author-
Ity (MAMRDA) has okayed the
centre's deshan, which covers
s Darvine] secopaes, whille apyparoal
for the detatled blueprint s
expected Intwo months, one
ol the: two people cited alove
sl

Thie plan paits the conglom-
erates In direct competition
with Rellance’s Jio World con-
vemition centre which operates
at Bandra Kurla Complex, a
coveted corporate hub Adand
will bulbd its o cent e at the
western suburb of Vile Parle,
close to the alrport, Tor mad-
mum visthility. The group
manages 1 abrpsorts in Indie.

The conventien cenire
sgrenning L5 million sq. fit, will
I:l'.' J1.l||.' Ly .LL'L"HI"U'.I!IJ.H.'
L5, 000-20,04H) people, the
person cited abswove sald. Togsl
indoor area is Hkely to be 1.2
o b s, T, wefth 003 madllion

sap. ft for vehiele parking and
ather [LE Ty L It will he
orwmet] il munsged by Adand
MligEEn Holdings Lud, even
though most of Adani's real
estate projects ane owned Ly
Aulani Realty.

T TOC wiel ] sy host i v
sgar hotel with 275 rooames, the
person added. At present, the
Tho Winrdd Convention Centre
15 the ity s lnrgest, with a total
area of about 1 milllon sq. ft,
while Yashobhooml in New
Dyl s Doncldnn's Largggest comven-
tion amd exhibltlon centre
spanning 3.2 millionsq i

[CCs host conferences amsd
exhibitions that connect local
manufacturers with glohal
buwers, plovding o cruckal role in
promoting a country’s trade
and exguort potendt al.

*Large corporates often
choose todevelop convention
Ccentres near major transit and
transpaoriation hubs such as
alrports for hosting events e
conferemees anid exhibitions,
as ey hedp o promoting thelr
Image and allow for network-
Ing on aglohal seale,” saiel Amu
Puri, chd e, Anarock Pr uji-
erty Consultants Pvi. Lid,
“These venues ivpieally ofler
Tavilithes it foster innovtlon
and partnerships among par-
ticipamis,” Puri added.

Ehushil malhotraolive-
[ TETE



Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST KOLKATA 1% NOVEMBER 2024

Once operational, water taxis to cut down
travel time to Navi Mumbai airport: Gadkari

THANE: Union Road Trans-
port and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari has said the
proposed water taxi services
would enable people to reach
the upcoming Navi Mumbai
International Airport from any-
where in Mumbai in 17 min-
utes, thus effectively reducing
the travel time.

The minister was address-
ing a poll rally in Maharash-
tra’s Thane city on Sunday
night where he spoke about the
governments plans aimed at

transforming connectivity and
alleviating traffic congestion in
Mumbai and Thane.

The international airport
in Navi Mumbai is expected to
start operations in March 2025.

Gadkari said the proposed
water taxi services, once opera-
tional, would enable commuters
to reach the Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport from any part
of Mumbai “in just 17 minutes”.

The minister said jetties
have already been constructed
near the airport to support this

initiative. “By harnessing the
vast sea routes around Mum-
bai and Thane, we can signifi-
cantly reduce traffic congestion
and air pollution,” he said.

Gadkari also highlighted
the potential of introducing
amphibious sea planes capable
of landing in small water bodies,
including lakes in Thane, elimi-
nating the need for conventional
runways. The government is
actively seeking investors to
develop and implement this
project, he added. He also pro-

posed solutions for managing
freight vehicle movement in
urban regions and spoke about
plans for a revolutionary inter-
city electric bus service.

The 18-metre-long buses
will have a seating capacity for
135 persons and offer a pre-
mium, flight-like experience,
the minister said. These buses
could run for 40 kilometres on
a 30-second charge, symbuolis-
ing a significant shift towards
renewable energy in the trans-
port sector, he said. il
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Delhi-bound flightsdiverted due
to poorvisibilityat IGIairport

AGENCIES
MNEW DELHI, 1B NOVEMEER
Amid enforcement of "low
visibility procedures” at the
Indira Gandhi International
Adrport here, 14 Delhi-bound
flights have been diverted to
Jaipur and Dehradun so far
on Monday as bad weather
conditions resulted in poor
visibility impacting aircraft
operations in the national
capital.

The Delhi Airport in the
moming issued an advisory
for passengers and informed
that flight operations may get
affected but the "Low Visibility
Procedures’ are stillin progress
at the airport.

The advisoryrequested the
passengers to contact their
respective airlinesfor 'updated
information’ about their flights.

"LowVisibility Procedures
are still in progress at Delhi
Airport and flicht operations
may get affected at the Delhi
Airport. Passengers arerequest-
ed to contact the airline con-
cerned forupdated flight infor-

EhtStatrsm‘jm

Tue

mation. Any inconvenience
caused is deeply regretted,”
the advisory reads.

The air qualitylevelin the
national capital has plunged
to 'severeplus’ levels. According
tothe Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), the Air Quality
Index (AQI} recorded at 12
pm was 489 in the national
capital.

According to the data of

the CPCB, the Air Quality
Index (AQI) recorded at Dwarka
Sector 8is 500, Ashok Viharis
497, Mundka is 495, Patparganj
is 495, Anand Vihar is 495,
SoniaVihar at 491, RK Puram

19 November 2024

https:fﬁepaper,thestatesman.camfcf?6256351

is 483, Chandani Chowk is
466 and ITO is 447, as of 12
pm.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management {CAQM)
imposed the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) Stage 4
in Delhi NCR from today, after
the Air Quality Index (AQI)
reached to 'severe plus’ cate-
gory. This decisionwas taken
atter Delhi's dailyaverage AQI
rose sharply to 441 by 4 PM
on Sunday, and further esca-
lated to 457 by 7 PM which
prompied an emergency meet-
ing of the GRAP Sub-Com-

mittee.
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Debate over naming of

New Bagdogra terminal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI. 18 NOVEMBEER

What will be the name of
the new Bagdogra Airport
terminal? This question has
sparked widespread discus-
sions ever since Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi virtually
laid its foundation stone.

While some advocate
naming the terminal after
Rabindranath Tagore, others
supporthonouring Tenzing
Norgay. Amid the ongoing
debate, both offline and on
social media, Darjeeling MLA
Neeraj Zimba has written to
Prime Minister Modi, urging
him to name the new terminal
in memory of Subash Ghis-
ingh.

In hisletter, Zimba empha-
sised that the proposed name,
Subash Ghisingh International
Airport, would resonate deeply
with the people of Darjeeling,
Sikkimn, and the North-eastern
region. He described Ghisingh

as a visionary leader who
uplifted the Gorkha com-
munity and integrated their
aspirations into the national
mainstream.

Revered as the 'Father of
Indian Gorkhas’, Subash
Ghisingh played a pivotal
role during the tumultuous
period of 1986, guiding the
region through discord and
championing peace and sta-
bility. His efforts led to the
creation of the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council, a sig-
nificant milestone in achieving
regional autonomy and har-
mony within the Indian
Union.

“Subash Ghisingh was

more thana political leader;
he was a unifier and a torch
bearer of dignity, who inspired
generations to embrace their
Indian identity while pre-
serving their cultural heritage,”
Zimba, who also serves as
the secretary general of the
Gorkha National Liberation
Front (GNLF), stated.

Ghisingh's contribution
extended beyond politics.
His commitment to national
integration earned him the
prestigious Indira Gandhi
National Integration Award,
da testament to his legacy of
harmony and unity, values
that lie at the heart of India's
Republic.
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DIAL to start repairs, some
flights may be shifted to T1

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Nearly five
months after a canopy and
pillar at the 2009-era termi-
nal 1 collapsed, Delhi Inter-
national Airport Ltd (DIAL)
will finally begin repair
work there. The expanded T1
has been barely operating at
20%-25% capacity for the
past few monthsand T2 & T3
are therefore handling more
flights, leading to massive
congestion there on peak
travel days.

Meanwhile, with low vi-
sibility hitting flight opera-
tions from mid-Nov itself
this year, Union aviation se-
cretary Vumlunmang Vual-
nam conducted adetailed re-
view of fog preparedness at
IGIA till late Monday night.
Some flights are likely to be
shifted from T2 to T1 to de-
congest the former when
fog-related delays happen,
sources said.

“We have asked DIAL to
beginrepairworkatT1. Ade-
tailed review has been done
for the fog season to minimi-
se passenger inconvenience.
On Wednesday, the minister
(Ram Mohan Naidu) will
hold a meeting and then we
will come out with the steps
to be taken this time,"” Vual-
nam told TOI.

T1 is currently handling
37domesticflightsdaily, 24 of
IndiGo and 13 of SpicedJet. “It
is proposed to shift 11 more
IndiGoflightsfromT2toT1to
decongest the former. A deci-
sion could be taken during

Photo for representation

Union aviation secretary Vumlunmang Vualnam conducted a detailed
review of fog preparedness at IGIA till late Monday night

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

We have asked DIAL
to begin repair work
at T1. A detailed
review has been done
for the fog season to
plinimise_passenger
inconvenience

the Wednesday meeting by
the ministry,” said sources.
Toavoidfurtherdelay, DI-
AL will begin implementing
the T1 repair plan that has
been prepared by Larsen &
Toubro and vetted by IIT Del-
hi. The operator proposes to
complete T1interior restora-
tion by Jan and the external
side in five months by next
March. Govthad directed DI-
AL toget any plan for T1 app-
roved by it before implemen-

ting the same.

While the expanded Ti1
was to handle 4 crore pas-
sengers annually, it is cur-
rently operatingatafraction
of that capacity due to the
collapseof acanopyand part
of roof built in 2009-10.

For airlines and passeng-
ers, this is the second winter
of discontentatthecountry’s
busiest airport. Last winter,
there was an issue with fog
landings as only one runway
hada CAT Il instrument lan-
ding system. This time, there
1s a terminal-side capacity
crunch since the collapse in
June. T3 1s massively over-
crowded as it handles more
flights along with the nearby
T2 because the expanded T1
is yet to get fully operational.
Once T1 gets fully operatio-
nal, the other terminals - T2
and T3 —will see a marked re-
duction in congestion.
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AEROBRIDGE WILL HAVE TWO OPENINGS TO ALLOW BOARDING OF TWO FLIGHTS AT THE SAME TIME

Two MARS aerobridges at airport’s T2 soon

i mesullndla.l:om

Ahmedabad: The Sardar Val-
labhbhal Patel International
(SVPD Airport in Ahmedabad
is undergoing major expan-
sions to boost customer expe-
rience and operational effici-
ency To enable a maximum
number of aireraft to schedu-
le operations at the same time,
two new fixed linked aerobir-id-
ges with Multiple Apron
Ramp System (MARS) confi-
guration will be set up at the
international Terminal 2 (T2).
Such aerobridges can accom-
modate two aireraft at onee,
“Typically, one walks into
an aerobridge and goes stra-
ight into the aircraft. With the
Multi Apron Ramp System,
the same aerobridge will have

NEW AEROBRIDGES IN SIX MONTHS

@ Multiple Apron Ramp System (MARS) can

accommodate two aircraft at one go

® MARS aerobridge will have two openings to facilitate

positioning of two aircraft on either side of the

structure to allow simultaneous boarding of two flights
@ The new aerobridges are expected to be

operational in the next six months

@ Once the infrastructure is fully ready, domestic
operations of certain airlines can be shifted from
domestic to international terminal

two openings wherein diffe-
rent aircraft can be simultane-
ously posifioned on different
sides tohandle the boardingof
two flights in parallel. This
will enable more efficient ope-
rations and passenger flow at
the city airport,” said a top so-
uree privy to the development.

The new aerobridges are
expectad to be operational in
thenext six months. “Thiswill
take the total number of aero-
bridges to 10 at the Ahmed-
abad airport’s domestic and
international terminals. One
big and one small aircraft can
be easily accommodated here,

and therefore, the time spent
on the ground for each flight
can be considerably reduced,
further improving efficiency,”
officials said.

Sources at the airport con-
firmed that the construction
work for aerobridges is comp-
lete and that they are awaiting

ﬂppru\.a]b from various agen-
cies.

Terminal 2 is now being
made into an integrated ter-
minal, meaning it will be able
to handle both domestic and
international flights. “Once
the infrastructure is fully rea-
dy, domestic operations of cer-
tain airlines can be shifted
from T1{domestic terminal) to
T2. This will enable us to use
the bigger, integrated termi-
nal more optimally At pre-
sent, the international termi-
nal is largely underutilised
during the daytime as a majo-
rity of international opera-
tions are at night,” said a sour-
ce, This way, the passenger o
ad on the domestic terminal
will also reduce considerably
during peak hours, the source
added.
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Domestic air passenger trafi

1C

hits single-day record

NEW DELHI, Nov 18: Marking a new
record, domestic air passenger traffic
crossed the 5 lakh-mark for the first time
mn a single day on Sunday, reflecting strong
travel demand armd festive and wedding
seasons.

In a post on X on Monday evemng, the
civil aviation ministry said that on Novem-
ber 17, Indian skies witnessed a historic
milestone with 5,05,412 domestic passen-
gers departing on a single day, crossing the 5
lakh-mark for the first time.

Aarlines carned 5,05,412 passengers on
Sunday (November 17) and the number of
flight departures was at 3,173, according to
the latest data from the ministry.

“Domestic travel has witnessed strong
demand during the festive season. Daily
flown pax crossed 5 lakh on 17th Nov. The
high pax movement is largely backed by ro-
bust festive demand and the start of the
wedding season. We expect strong demand
to continue in the winter season,” Gaurav
Patwari, Vice President - Air Category - at

travel portal Cleartrip, said.

The occupancy of flights operated by the
main scheduled carmers on Sunday were
above 90 per cent.

However, on-time performance (OTP) of
the ailines have been impacted mn recent days
due to various factors. On Sunday, the OTP
of InthGo was at 74.2 per cent, followed by
Alhance Air at 71 per cent and Akasa Air at
67.6 per cent. Among other arrhnes, Spice-
Jet and Aar India's OTP stood at 66.1 per
cent and 57.1 per cent, respectively.

In October, aviation watchdog DGCA said
Indian arrlines will operate 25,007 flights eve-
ry week to and from 124 airports in the win-
ter schedule that started from October 27.
The number of fights 1s 3 per cent higher
than 24,275 departures per week from 125
airports in the current summer schedule.

In comparison to the winter schedule 2023,
the number of flights has mcreased by 5.37
per cent.

The winter schedule 1s from October 27,
2024 till March 29, 2025. - PTI
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Air travellers
NEW DELHI, Nov 18:

Marking a new record,
domestic air passenger
traffic crossed the 5 lakh
mark for the first time in
a single day on Sunday,
reflecting strong travel
demand amid festive and
wedding season. — PTI
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Troubled Boeing
to cut 2,500 jobs

DAM CATCHPOLE
LALLISOM LAMPERT
Hovembar 19

BOEING WL LAY off more than
2500 workers in the LS states of
Wi ngtei, Ovepon, Souith Carlma
anill Migsourd, aecording io federally
reqquired filmgs posted on Monday
and a wnion offidal, as part of the
dhat Ry LS planemaker’s plan o
cut 17,000 jobs, or 109 of its giohal
wowkfome,

Wearty 2, 2000 avnff renthoes v
to workers in Washinglon aixd
ancther 220 i Scuth Carclina, the
v stateswhiere Bocin ghuild s com
s alaltiisers

Boding declined to commenit oo
the layoifs oo Monday.

The acrospace plant  starmed
tellng affected US worketss on
Werknesdayrtiat they will stayon foe-
gz ey Bontt | Janoany 19, o oo
ply with fedem] requirements o
ooy enipoyees al bast 60 diys
poorsending theremployment.

wrwsthat Boingvwould send ot
e workes acljus et and Rtsain-
ing Notifiction in mid-Navember
waswidehy mpected. Another round
is pxported I December, Boeing
conikl abso use workiooee atirition,
s=lective hirng and sales of sub
sidaricsm radumrewarkfonoe. Bocing
shams pained 26096 o dose af
S14EHT on Mondsy, Lo Oclcber,
Beeing' snewCEC KelbyOrtherg, said
the companydorinot mtend ok
peophe off produdion of out of the
enygn eering labs®

Industry-watchers have been
weaiingfior-th WK Na for soeme imdi
caliion of Binw thee Lol s could aflect
wirken in the mmpmny'skeymanu-
facturing hoha. Howover, seveml
arbired e iveers and paod vt o

TURBULENT TIMES

W Mearly 2200 layof
notices went 1o workers in
‘Wiashington and anot kar
220in Sauth Canlin

m Boaing would sond ot
the warker adjustrnent
and retraining notification
I mid- Mowambeer

warkers were amang those who
received pink dips latweek

Thie S ety ol ool ssiosial Engl -
neering Emiployees indemspace suid
4 3h of the union'smembers at Boe
iy receved LayofL ot ces Last waek,
inchiding 118 engmess and 2 10
technicians,

The Intemational Assnciation of
Machiniats and Aerospace Weorkers
{1ab] District Ledge 837 in S Louis
sakl Boeingsentnotiors ta 111 mem
bers,mest of whommsd ewing com
ponenlslorthe TITE

Wha isbeing laidoff ®emstovary
hetwaorn spot ionevwi thin Bocing, sev
exal oo -unio nwotkerswhio reoraad
Wik Nstold Reuiers Oneenginestin
Boeing Defense Sgace & Securty sid
all bt twa or three membersofhis
1 2-person team weee lel go, while
anothersaid she was the ondy one of
hor ranghly 20-persan team to
reveve 3 WARN, =—REUTERS
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Record 5L fly in one day

arking a new record, domestic air pas-
senger traffic crossed the 5 lakh-mark
for the first time in a single day on Sunday, re-
flecting strong travel demand amid festive and
wedding season. In a post on X on Monday
evening, the civil aviation ministry said that

on November 17, Indian skies witnessed a his-
toric milestone with 5,05,412 domestic passen-
gers departing on a single day, crossing the 5
lakh-mark for the first time. Airlines carried
5,05,412 passengers on Sunday (November 17)
and the number of flight departures was at
3,173, according to the latest data from the
ministry.
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Two more insolvency
pleas against SpicelJet

NEWDELH!

Two more insolvency petitions
were filed by Sabarmati
Aviation and JetAir I7 against
budget carrier Spicejet at the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on Monday,
The NCLT issued a notice to
the airline over the plea by
operational creditor Sabarmati
Aviation while asking another
complainant, JetAir 17, to file
additional documents in sup-
portof its claims of USD 27 mil-
lion. During the proceedings,
senior advocate Krishnendu
Datta representing Spicelet
submitted that a reply would

be filed over the plea of
Sabarmati Aviation.

However, he opposed the
plea of JetAir 17 contending
that their claims as an oper-
ational creditor are disputed.

Inthe matter of JetAir 17, the
NCLT asked the company o
file additional documents to
support its claims as SpiceJet
contended that it has not
entered into a lease agreement
with it JetAir I7, an Irish com-
pany, operates within the rent-
ing andleasing of air passenger
transport equipment industry:

Dutta submitted that JetAir
17 is claiming its dues through
Wilmington Trust, which had
leased planes to Spicelet,
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Domestic air passenger traffic hits
single-day record of 5.05L on Nov 17

PTI
NEW DELHI

Marking a mnew record,
domestic air passenger traffic
crossed the 5 lakh-mark for
the first time ina single day on
Sunday, reflecting strong
travel demand amid festive
and wedding seasons,

In a post on X on Monday,
the civil aviation ministry said
that on November 17, Indian
skies witnessed a historic
milestone  with 505412
domestic passengers depart-
ing on a single day, crossing
the 5 lakh-mark for first ime.

Airlines carried 505412
passengers on  Sunday
(November 17) and the

-——\h_#-_

number of flight departures
was at 3173, according to the
latest data from the ministry.
“Daily flown pax crossed 5
lakh on 17th Nov. The high pax
movement is largely backed
by robust festive demand and
start of wedding season. We
expect strong demand to con-
tinue in the winter season”
Crauray Patwari, Vice
President - Air Category - at
travel portal Cleartrip, said.
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Domestic air passenger
traffic hits single-day record
of 5.05 lakh on Nov 17

Press Trustof India
New Delhl Nov1B

Marking a new recard,
domestic air passenger
traffic crossed the 5 lakh-
mark for the first time in
a single day on Sunday,
reflecting strong travel
demand amid festive and
wedding season.

In a post on X on
Monday evening, the
civil aviation ministry
=aid that on November 17,
Indian skies witnessed a
historic milestone with
505,412 domestic passen.
pers departing on a single
day, crossing the 5 lakh
mark for the first time.

Airlines carried
505,412 passengers on
Sunday (November 17)
and the number of flight
departures was at 3,173,
according to the latest
data from the ministry.

Civil Aviation Minis
ter K Rammohan Naidu
said the number shows
that air travel is now more
accessible to the people
and that the achievement
was made possible due to

schemes like UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik).

LDAN, the regional air
connectivity scheme, was
launched in October 2016,

In a post on X, IndiGo
gald it was a defining
moment for Indian avia-
tion as §lakh customers
take to the skies daily,
within India.

"At IndiGo, this is not
just a number, it'’s 3.1 lakh
smiles that take off with us,
every day,” the airline said,

Gaurav Patwari, Vice
President - Air Category -
attravel portal Cleartrip,
said domestic travel has
witnessed strong demand
during the festive season.

"The high pax move
ment is largely backed
by robust festive
demand and the start of
the wedding season. We
expect strongdemand to
continue in the winter
season,” he added.

The occupancy of
flights operated by the
main scheduled carriers
on Sunday were above 90
per cent.

However, On-Time

Performance (QTP) of
the airlines have been
impacted in recent days
due to various factors.

On Sunday, the OTP
of Indi(Go was at 74.2 per
cent, followed by Alli-
ance Air at 71 per cent
and Akasa Air at 67.6 per
cent. Among other air-
lines, Spicedet and Air
India’s OTP stood at 66.1
percentand 57.1 per cent,
respectively,

In October, aviation
waichdog DGCA said
Indian airlines will oper-
ate 25,007 flights every
week to and from 124
airports in the winter
schedule that started
from October 27,

The number of flights
is three per cent higher
than 24,275 departures
per week from 125 air-
ports in the current
summer schadule,

In comparison to the
winter schedule 2023,
the number of flights has
increased by 5.37 per cent.

The winter schedule is
from October 27, 2024 till
March 29, 2025
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Al Paris flyers sent in bus to
Delhi after Jaipur diversion

HT Correspandent

o TR AP NS T

MEW DELME: Adr Inidila Laced &
st of critkciam o Toesdmy
aflet R TECTE Gl MS Parna
Ih:tiull.-:.;.hl wite dnveried o Jod
proat il -t Tiong, i e Cinpet
il The pasacnpers wore then
transparied o [Delbi by bus
st ket complad el s alwonr pr
nped delms and discomsdon

Flagha A 3022 nowsk aff (rom
thi Lt bs-de-Gaalle (CING)
mirpar i s o 00y o Saan
day, arsd v sobwoduled o resch
Dl st W 35am on Monday
However, detise Tog in Delhi
mecant that the (Hehi was
diveried 1o Jalpur, officials
ma pie of the incabent sakl

Al Indis officials said tha
the crow were not allowed o
aprtaie lonber doe o Right
dusy o Emmations (FDTL)
repulations by the [irectorate
General ol Civil Asiation
{ERGCA) thar mandstr adoguiss

rest 1o flight crows o walely
el

Acoonliag be T geTs
after lamding in laipur, they
were kept on the aircraf for
A.leHLlLJHLlI:It b hivigrs. Fal
lowwing, this, they were trans
ported (o Delbi by bus. s de
won that left mamy frosirased

“shanatul sml pathrtic man
o frori ;.1|Ir||||.'h.'|.tul,l|:|.
& Night 1AI2OED from CDCG
BEL diveried o JAL Pax
sl rimbind ad JAL dvioed 1o spanid
5 his lmside the asircrall and
then o ke & bus from JAL 10
L. My wille sl two misnifn
ol i sufler Ling medd 0 & hie 1§12
esa” Vishal P. 3 passenger
posded on X

Howewer, Jabpuar adrpoet off
ity aaad that 1.1\.:1.."5?. i I b
remained poor, dee o which
the airline devided 1o send the
pEssngers o the Capial by
rond

“All ihe passemgers wone
nakaen o Diefhi by bers 23 visibd

ity issues remained in Delhi
thirow gheut he day on Mon
i, i oofTicial aadd

Separaicly, i proug ol e
jers wih waere o Eraved bor Mhar
e, T b i Dol sl i 3l Al
lndia Might on November W6
wire stimpded @ el country
T e (hisn S0 howirs afur ihe
plane devvloped brchmical ST
cudiies mod vean e ed

Thee mirlimer s vt 1o provide
an albermsie fight ber some ol
Ther prasscTiiCT

“Mir Inilss sincerely regrets
the inCImvE T §0 e Ty
of Flighat AL-1TT ogurating from
Pt b Die e on Nosemnber 1k
which wan cancelled due to 8
technical issoc,” an Adr India
ol et o il

Hemmourt, another AT bndia
plane b schedubed to pack wp
the lasd of the stranded pasen
pors from Prwker. and the figha
I scherdubed 1o ke in Detha on
Wnlncsdny mofnoing offciials
wmid
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Domestic air traffic
hits new record with

200K passengers

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@hthve.com

NEW DELHI: India crossed the
500,000 mark in domestic air
passengers on Sunday, the
country's highest ever single-
day passenger footfall. Industry
experts attributed this to travel
demand and the ongoing wed-
ding season.

The civil aviation ministry
released data showing 505,412
domestic passengers flew in
3,173 flights.

On X, announcing the num-
bers, the ministry posted:
“India’s aviation sector is soar-
ing higher than ever, connect-
ing dreams and destinations
seamlessly.”

Passenger traffic has
increased consistently over the
past two weeks. The industry
saw 490,000 passengers on
November 8, which rose to
496,000 on November 9,
497,000 on November 14,
499,000 on November 15 and
498,000 on November 16.

Government data showed
around 362,000 domestic pas-
sengers travelled by air on
Diwali (October 31).

Kinjal Shah, senior vice pres-
ident and co-group head-corpo-
rate ratings, [cra, said domestic
air passenger traffic in Diwali
week 2024 was notably higher
compared to last year.

“Overall, three days prior
and three days post Diwali this
year, the aggregate air passen-
ger traffic was 7% higher than
the similar period last year.
Contributing factors include

flexible work-from-home
options allowing people to
extend trips, growth in tier-1I
and der-III cities connectivity,
and enhanced services and pro-
motional fares offered by air-
lines,” Shah said.

A senior airline ministry offi-
cial said on condition of ano-
nymity: “Marriages during this
period are being observed to be
a huge contributory factor in
increasing passenger footfall.”

“The exceptionally strong
wedding season, combined
with lower advance fares avail-
able a few weeks ago for
November travel, has signifi-
cantly boosted air passenger
demand,” Aloke Bajpai, group
CEO, ixigo, said.

He said flight bookings to
major metro hubs and top lei-
sure destinations like Delhi,
Mumbai, Srinagar, Jaipur, and
Goa are seeing a strong 70-80%
Year-on-year increase.

“Many travellers are return-
ing to their workplaces post-Di-
wali, contributing to the ele-
vated passenger movement.
Wedding season has also
emerged as one of the primary
drivers behind this spike in
bookings. Weddings in India
involve extensive travel, with
families and guests moving
across cities and states, signifi-
cantly boosting demand for
flights,” Nishant Pitti, CEO and
co-founder of EaseMyTrip,
said.

“We're confident this posi-
tive momentum will continue
through the winter months,” he
added.
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{ BUSINESS } DOMESTIC FLYERS

Domestic air traffic
hits 500,000-mark

India crossed the 500,000 markin dumestic air
passengers on Sunday, the country's highest ever
single-day passenger footfall with industry experts
attributing it to travel demand and the ongoing
wedding season. According to data from the civil
aviation ministry, 505412 domestic passengers flew
in 3173 flights. On X, announcing the numbers, the
ministry posted: “India's aviation sector is soaring
higher than ever, connecting dreams and
destinations seamlessly Passenger traffic has
increased consistently over the past two weeks. The
industry logged 490,000 passengers on November 8,
which rose to 496,000 on Movember 9; 497000 on
MNovember 14; 499,000 on Novemnber 15 and 498,000
on November 16, the ministry data showed. ]
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Domestic air passenger
traffic hits single-day

record of 5.05 L.on Nov 17

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Marking a new
record, domestic air passenger
traffic crossed 5 lakh for the first
time in a single day on Sunday,
reflecting strong travel demand
amid festive and wedding sea-
SOnS.

Airlines carried 5,05,412 pas-
sengers on Sunday (November
17) and the number of flight
departures was at 3,173, accord-
ing to the latest data from the
civil aviation ministry.

It was the first time that
domestic air passenger traffic
crossed the 5lakh-mark in a sin-
gle day.

“Domestic travel has wit-
nessed strong demand during
the festive season. Daily flown
pax crossed 5 lakh on 17th Nov.

“The high pax movement is
largely backed by robust festive
demand and the start of the wed-
ding season. We expect strong
demand to continue in the win-
ter season,” Gaurav Patwari,
Vice President - Air Category - at
travel portal Cleartrip, said.

The occupancy of flights oper-

THE OCCUPANCY
OF FLIGHTS

OPERATED BY THE

MAIN SCHEDULED
CARRIERS ON THE
DAY WAS ABOVE
90%.

ated by the main scheduled car-
riers on Sunday was above 90%.

However, On Time Perform-
ance (OTP) of the airlines have
been impacted in recent days

due to various factors,

On Sunday, the OTP of IndiGo
was at 74.2%, followed by Alli-
ance Airat 71% and Akasa Air at

67.6%. Among other airlines,

Spicelet and Air India’s OTP

stood at 66.1% and 57.1%, respec-

tively.

In October, aviation watchdog
DGCA said Indian airlines will

operate 25,007 flights every

week to and from 124 airports in
the winter schedule that started

from October 27. The number of

flights is three% higher than
24,275 departures per week from
125 airports in the current sum-

mer schedule.
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Airlines ferried a record 5 lakh
domestic travellers on Sunday’

In a record for domestic air travel, airlines
breached the 5-lakh mark in the total number of
passengers ferried on a single day on Sunday.
Indian airlines carried 5,05,412 domestic
passengers on November 17, 2024, as per the
Ministry of Civil Aviation data. The highest single
day passenger trafhic recorded last year was
4,56,082 on April 30 and in 2022 it was 4,35,500
on December 24, as per an analysis by
independent aviation consultant Ameya Joshi.
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Chinaseeks resumption of
direct flights to India

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yisaid the country wants
torestore direct flightswith India. as border tensions ease.
“We should strive to make tangible progress on the
resumptionaofdirect flights, dispatching of jouwmnalists, and
facilitation of visa as soon as possible.” Wang said in a meet-
ing with external affairs minister 5. Jaishankar in Rio de
Janeiro on Monday. BLOOMBERG
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Domestic air travel crosses
5 lakh mark on November 17

‘Airlines carried 5,05.412 passengers on November 17
(Sunday) & number of ﬂlght departm es was at 3,173

Dll! CGI!IESPIJHDEHT

NEW DELHI: Marking a new
record, domestic air passenger
traffic crossed the 5 lakh-mark
for the first time in a single day
on Sunday, reflecting strong
travel demand amid festive and
wedding seasons.

In a post on X on Monday
evening, the civil aviation min-
istry said that on November 17,
Indian skies witnessed a historic
milestone with 5,05,412 domes-
tic passengers departing on a
single day, crossing the 5 lakh-
mark for the first time.

Airlines carried 5,05,412
passengers on Sunday (Novem-
ber 17) and the number of flight
departures was at 3,173, accord-
ing to the latest data from the
ministry.

“Domestic travel has wit-
nessed strong demand during
the festive season. Daily flown
pax crossed 5 lakh on 17th Nowv.

“The high pax movement
is largely backed by robust fes-
tive demand and the start of
the wedding season. We expect
strong demand to continue in
the winter season,” Gaurav Pat-
wari, Vice President - Air Cate-
gory - at travel portal Cleartrip,

In October, aviation watchdog DGCA
said Indian airlines will operate 25,007
flights every week to and from 124
girports in the winter schedule that
started from October 27

Highlights

» The occupancy of
flights operated by
the main scheduled
carriers on Sunday
were above 90%

» On Sunday, the OTP of
IndiGo was at 74.2%,
followed by Alliance
Air at 71 per cent and
Akasa Air at 67.6%

» Among others, Spicelet
& Air India’s OTP stood
at 66.1% and 57.1%,
respectively. Compared
to winter schedule
2023, number of flights
has jumped by 5.37%

said. The occupancy of flights
operated by the main scheduled
carriers on Sunday were above
90 per cent.

However, On-Time Perfor-
mance (OTP) of the airlines
have been impacted in recent
days due to various factors.

On Sunday, the OTP of
IndiGo was at 74.2 per cent,
followed by Alliance Air at 71

per cent and Akasa Air at 67.6
per cent. Among other airlines,
SpiceJet and Air Indias OTP
stood at 66.1 per cent and 57.1
per cent, respectively.

In October, aviation watch-
dog DGCA said Indian airlines
will operate 25,007 flights every
week to and from 124 airports
in the winter schedule that
started from October 27.

The number of flights is
three per cent higher than
24,275 departures per week
from 125 airports in the cur-
rent summer schedule.

In comparison to the win-
ter schedule 2023, the number
of flights has increased by 5.37
per cent. The winter schedule
is from October 27, 2024 till
March 29, 2025.
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3 days & counting: Al tlight leaves tlyers stranded in Phuket

SHENHAR SINGH @ nNew Deiis

OVER 100 Demhi-bound Alr In
din passengers faced a harrow-
ing three-day ordeal in Phoket
alfter the fight. origlnally
scheduled to depart on Novem-
ber 16, was cancelled due to op

erational and technical set-

backs. The disruption lef
ravellers stramded. sparking
outrage and eritielam.

m 4 e ]

i -
BRI L

The trouble began when the
crew excecded their flight duty
e Lamital lomns on Noves ber

18, leading to the flight's can-
cellat lon Efforts (o nesume op-
eratlons the next day with an-
other crew Failed when the
Adrbus A0 experienced tech
nleal ssues mid-Might, forcing
it to return to Phuket after two-
and-a-hall hours in the air
The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion has since demanded a de-
tailed report from Alr India.
Meanwhile, 80% of the strand-

e passengers have reportedly
been flown back to Indiaon al
ternat ive Nights on Novem ber
17 and 18, airline sources said
The remaining 31 passengers
are alan scheduled to depart.
Many passengers shared
their frustration. “Pathetic
servioes. Flight ALSTT meturnad
to Phuket afer fying 3 hours
above Phuket. More than 150
passengers steanded.. Shub

ham Maurya posted on X

Initinlly, passengers were in
formed of a six-hour delay on
November 16, They boarded
the light after profonged wait
ing, only o be deboanied later
The same alrerall was prepared
fior deparoore the next doy, but
itehes porsisted.

“Alr India regrets the incon-
venience o passengers of Flight
ALFTT..T smaid an Al ofTicial
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Snag: Jaipur-Dehradun
flight diverted to Delhi

New Delhi: IndiGo’s Jaipur-Dehradun
flight 6E-7468 diverted to Delhi reportedly
following an engine failure on the turbo-
prop ATR (VT-IRA) on Tuesday. The air-
craft landed safely at Delhi Airport, where
all preparations were made as per protocol.

In a statement, IndiGo said: 'IndiGo
flight 6E 7468 operating from Jaipur to
Dehradun, was diverted to Delhi due to
technical issue, The aircraft will be back
in operations after necessary mainte-
nance. Refreshments were served to cus-
tomers and an alternative aircraft has
been arranged to facilitate their journey
to destination. We apologise for the incon-
venience caused to our customers.”

Sources said the ATR suffered an en-
ginefailure. tan
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Insolvency:
Spicelet faces
2 more pleas

New Delhi: Two more insol-
vency petitions were filed by
Sabarmati Aviation and JetA-
ir17against budget carrier Spi-
ceJet at the NCLT on Monday,

The NCLT issued a notice
to the airline over the plea by
operational creditor Sabar.
mati Aviation while asking
another complainant, JetAir
17, to file additional docu-
ments insupport of its claims
of 527 million.

During the proceedings, se-
nior advecate Krishnendu Dat-
ta representing SpiceJet sub-
mitted that a reply would be fi-
led over the plea of Sabarmati
Aviation. He, however, opposed
JetAir 17's plea of contending
that their claims as an opera-
tional ereditor are disputed.

In the matter of JetAir 17,
the NCLT asked the company
to file additional documents
to support its claims as Spice-
Jet contended that it has not
entered into a lease agree-
ment with it. acencies
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A 1st: Domestic flyers
cross five-lakh mark

‘Numbers Will
Rise Further
This Winter’

Tives News NETwork

New Delhi: Nov 17 turned out
to be Super Sundav for Indian
aviation, with the number of
domestic flvers in a day cros-
sing the five-lakh mark for the
first time ever, Like last year,
domestic air travel this time
started picking up soon after
Diwali (Oct 21) with the wed-
ding season beginning just be-
fore Nov10. Since thenabout 4.9
lakh people were flying within
thecountry The five-lakh mark
was finally breached on Nov 17.

Sanjay Kumar, a veteran
of Indian aviation, said with
airlines adding capacity and
airfares being not very high,
the numbers will rise further
this winter. “The peak is yet to
come and mid-Jan could be
the peak of peaks for this year.
The next two months will see
an increase in travel with the
marriage season; diasporaco-
ming home to visit friends
and relatives; students study-
ing abroad coming back for
Christmas holidavs, and fore-
ign and domestic tourists, 1
am very bullish on Indian av-
iation,” Kumarsaid.

Sunday's 3,173 domestic
flights carried the over 5 lakh
passengers. Airlines went
pretty full, with IndiGo, Air
India, SpiceJet and Akasasee-
ing over 80% occupancy.

While IndiGo and Tata’s
Alr India group are adding
planes very aggressively, Spi-
ceJet’s return from the brink
with recent funding, and the
end of the strike at Boeing
which raises hopes that the
troubled US aerospace major
will steady deliveries of B737s
to Akasa and Al Express
shows capacity will only in-
crease, New airline Fly9 is
adding planes along with
another big regional player,

Star Air IndiGo, Air Indiaand
Akasa currently have about
1,700 aircraft on order from
Airbus and Boeing.

Also, airports at Greater
Noida and Navi Mumbai will
open nextsummer, apart from
several others across India.
India is spending over Rs
92,000 crore on constructing
new airports and expanding
existing ones. According to
aviation minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu, India will have 200
airports in 2025 and 200 more
will be developed in the next
20-25 years. The increased
number of planes and air-
ports will provide a further fil-
lipto aviation.
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Flights to Singapore, Sri Lanka cancelled
due to operational issues

Times News NETwoORK

Chennai: As many as eight
international flights — four
set for departure and four ar-
riving from countries such
as Singapore and Sri Lanka
= were cancelled on Monday
due to operational difficulti-
es, Among the cancelled
flights were two Air India
Express flights, one from

Singapore, scheduled toland
at12.30pm, and another from
SriLanka.

A US Bangla Airlines
flight from Dhaka, set to to
arrive at 12.55pm, and a Sri
Lankan Airlines flight from
Colombo, set to arrive at
2.55pm, were also cancelled.

Earlier, four flights to
these countries were cancel-
led due to operational diffi-

culties. This led to their re-
turn flights being called off
as well. Even as the airport
authorities maintained that
theairlines should have aler-
ted their passengers in ad-
vance, s0me passengers who
reached the airport in the
early hours said they were
not aware of the cancella-
tion and argued with ground
staffers.
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Domestic
flyers cross 5L
in a day for
first time ever

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Nov 17 turned out
to a Super Sunday for Indian
aviation with the number of
domestic flyers in a day cross-
ing the five-lakh mark for the
first time ever, Like last year,
domestic air travel this time
started picking up soon after
Diwali (Oct 31) with the wed-
ding season that started just
before Nov 10. Since then
about 4.91akh people were flv-
ing within the countrv and
then the five-lakh mark was fi-
nally breached on Nov17.
Sanjay Kumar, a veteranof
Indian aviation, said with air-
lines adding capacity and air-
fares being not very high the
numbers will rise even fur-
ther this winter, “The peak is
yet to come and mid-Jan could
be the peak of peaks for this
year. The next two months
will see an increase in travel
with the marriage season;
diaspora coming home for vis-
iting friends and relatives;
students studying abroad
coming back for Christmas
holiday and foreign & domes-
tic tourists. | am very bullish
on Indian aviation,” Kumar
sald, Sunday’s 3,173 domestic
flights carried the over 5 lakh
passengers. Airlines’ went
pretty full with IndiGo, Alrin-
dia, Spicedet and Akasa see-
ingover90% occupancies.
The increased number of
planes and airports will pro-
videafurtherfiliptoaviation,
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13 Delhi-bound flights
diverted as visibility dips

New Delhi: Dense fog at 1G] Airport impacted
flight operations on Monday, Fifteen Delhi-
bound flights were diverted to Jaipur and Deh-
radun. According to Flightradar24, 349 flights
were delayed on Monday.

According to the India Meteorological De-
partment, the lowest visibility of 100 metres
was recorded from Lam to 8 amon Monday,

“A total of 15 flights were diverted between
8.30 am and 3.30 pm on Monday, Of these, 13
were diverted to Jaipur and one each to Dehra-
dun and Lucknow due to captain minima (an
operating procedure used when low visibility
conditions do not meet the criteria for land-
ing)," said an official at Delhi Airport.

Though the visibility improved later in the
day, several flights were delayed due to the cas-
cading effect.

The highest visibility at IGI Alrport was re-
corded at 700 metres at5pm.

During the low visibility procedures peri-
od, CAT-I procedures, which are a basic set of
precautions, are initiated for visibility above
s50metres. Those pilots who are CAT-ITcompli-
ant are allowed to land when visibility is be-
tween 275-550 metres. However, CAT-IIIAand B
pilots can land when visibility is below 275
metres and even at 50 metres.
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Domestic traffic
touches record
high, crosses
5lakhin1day

New Delhi: Nov 17 turned
out to a Super Sunday for In-
dian aviation with the num-
ber of domestic flvers in a
day crossing the five-lakh
mark for the first time ever:

Like last year, domestic
air travel started picking up
soon after Diwali (Oct 31)
with the wedding season
that started just before Nov
10. Since then about 4.9 lakh
people were flying daily
within the country till the
five-lakh mark was breached
an Nov17.

Ananalyst said that with
airlines adding capacity and
airfares not very high at the
moment, the numbers would
rise further, * Mid-Jan could
be the peak of peaks for this
vear The next two months
will see an increase in travel
with the marriage season;
diaspora coming home for
vigits; students studving
abroad coming back for
Christmas and foreign & do-
mestic tourists. | am very
bullish on Indian aviation.”

Sunday’s 3,173 domestic
flights carried the over 5
lakh passengers. Airlines’
went pretty full with IndiGo,
Air India, SpiceJet and
Akasa seeing over %% occu-
pancies, Tew
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