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Dhaka int’] airport fire
halts flight operations

DHAKA: A massive fire broke out
on Saturday at the cargo complex of
the international airport in Bangla-
desh’s capital, forcing authorities to
suspend all flight operations as thick
black smoke engulfed the area.

There were no immediate reports
of casualties.

Civil Aviation Authority of Ban-
gladesh (CAAB) said the blaze
broke out in the afternoon at the
Hazrat Shahjalal International Air-
port, prompting the deployment of
over two dozen firefighting units,
with additional teams rushing to the
scene.

“We received the information at
2:30 pm and immediately dispatched
our units to join the ones deployed at
the airport,” Fire Service spokesman
Talha Bin Zasim said.

Thirty-six firefighting units are

Fire and smoke are visible in the cargo area
of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, Saturday ApjPTI

engaged in the operation, he said.

CAAB officials said the Air
Forces fire units also joined the res-
cue campaigr.

“Landings and takeoffs of all
aircraft have been suspended until
further notice. All our aircraft are
confirmed safe,” a CAAB spokesper-
son said. Continued on P4

Dhaka int’l airport...

At least nine flights of different airlines sched-
uled to land in Dhaka were diverted to Shah
Amanat International Airport in southeastern
Chattogram and Osmani International Airport
in northeastern Sylhet. Eight of them landed in
Chattogram and one in Sylhet.

According to local media reports, chemicals
stored in the cargo zone posed a major challenge
for firefighters.

Eyewitnesses said personnel from the army,
air force, navy, and Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) joined the firefighting and rescue efforts.

They described the fire as a major one, with
thick smoke covering a large part of the airport
and surrounding areas.

This is the third major incident of fire in Ban-
gladesh within a span of five days.

An eight-storey factory building at the Chit-
tagong Export Processing Zone (CEPZ) was
completely destroyed in a massive fire on Thurs-
day. There were no casualties.

On Tuesday, 16 workers were killed and sev-
eral others were injured in a fire that broke out
at a four-storey garment factory and a chemical
warehouse in Dhaka. AGENCIES
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AIRPORT ARRESTS
UNDER SCRUTINY

The Supreme Court has
emphasized the urgent need
for international airport
autharities to thoroughly
understand relevant laws
before delaining or arresling
International travelers. This
directive came while
quashing the arest and
criminal case against NRI
Rocky Abraham, who was
detained at Delhi airport in
January 2025 for allegedly
carrying a deer hom, violaling
the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, After DNA tests, the
hom was identified as a
reindeer horn, which does nol
breach Indian wildlife laws.
Abraham was held for nearly
two weeks before bail with
strict conditions. The court
condemned the hasty amest,
highlighting its potential to
damage India’s international
repulation and violate human
rights. All proceedings
against Abraham were
declared unlawful and
quashed, and he was allowed
to seek damages in an
appropriate forum.
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Sensitise airport
officers on laws: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New Delhi

There is an imminent need
for jurisdictional agencies,
handling affairs at interna-
tional airports, to sensitise
their officers in the prevail-
ing laws before taking the
drastic step of detention
and arrest of an internation-
al traveller, the Supreme
Court has said.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
made the observations
while guashing the arrest
and criminal proceedings
against NRI Rocky Abraham,
an Indian citizen settled in
Italy for over two decades.

He was detained at the
Delhi airport in January 2025
for allegedly carrying a deer
horn in violation of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972. Abraham was arrested
after airport officials found
the hornin his baggage and
registered an FIR under
Sections 39, 49, and 51 of the
Act. He remained in custody
for nearly two weeks before
securing bail with onerous
conditions, including a ban
on leaving India.

The top court noted that
the article recovered from
the petitioner upon DNA
analysis was a reindeer horn,
which does not infringe any
provision of law pertaining to
forest or wildlife in India.

“This court feels animminent
need to require the jurisdic-
tional agencies concerned,
handling affairs at the inter-
national airports, to sensitise
their officers in the prevailing
laws before taking the drastic
step of detention and arrest
of an international traveller.

"Needless to State that
any such step should not be
taken in haste and must be
proceeded by appropriate
legal opinion and with a
pragmatic approach.,” the
bench said.

The apex court said such
ill-advised actions tend to
bring the reputation of the
country to disrepute in the
international fora, in addi-
tion to bringing the conduct
of the concerned officers
into breach of the human
rights guarantees.

"Consequently, we
hereby declare the arrest of
the petitioner and so also
the FIR and all proceedings
sought to be taken thereun-
der against the petitioner to
be unlawful. The same are
hereby quashed.

The writ petition pending
before the High Court and
the proceedings, if any,
pending before the jurisdic-
tional trial Court shall also
stand closed. The petitioner
is given liberty to avail a suit-
able remedy seeking
damages before the appro-
priate forum,” it said.
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Airport suspends all
operations after blaze

Dhaka fire
disrupts
flights

AMINA KUMAR

Whaka: & MASEND 7Ire Droko
out on Saturday at the cargo
eomplex of the niermaiional
atrport in Bangladesh's capd-
tal, foreing antharitles o sus-
pend all fight operations as
thick Mack smoke engulfed
T area

Sk billows from Che
fire-ravaged cango hay
at the Mazrat Shahjalal
International Alrport in
Dbl om Saturday, (Feautes)

There Were np immadinie
TemOTiE of casualiles.

Tha Civil Aviatian Authar:
ity of Bungladesh (CAAB)
said the bloze broke out in the
afierinagn at the Harrat Shah
Jalal International Alrport,
prompting the deployiment
af over two dozen tiretighting
nmits, wiih addiiional teams
Tshing b b Reom,

YW recelved the inferno-
tlon &t 2.30pm and tmmedi-
ately dispatched our unis o
Join the omes deployed at the
abrport,” fire service spokes-
person Talha Bin Zasim
s, Thivey-5ix Nrefghiing
unles have Dean engnged, he
il

CAAR officials sald the
AlT Foren's firo mitts nad slsn
Intnad i TEECTe CampalEn.

“Landings and tukects of
all afreraf have been suspersl-
ed unill farther noiioe. All our

alreraft e confirmed safe a
CAABspokesperson sald.

At loass mine flghts of @5
Fornet abriimes schodnbod i land
1n Déutken were diversed mw Shah
Amanat International Afrport
in southeastern Chattogram
andl Ostmanil Tntartational Alr-
port in northesstern Syibet

An Alr India fight from
Dokl b Dihaka was delayed
for over two hours, “Dus o
tha elosure of Dhaka alrport
for all (eht operntons, Mght
AIET schaduled to oporate
from Thedhl to Dhaka on 18
Oetebar has been dedayed.
Conssquently, the return
£t AL23E Bat 0 DpErale Imm
Dhaka to Talhl will also hove
& delayed depariure.” an Alr
India spokesperson said.

Accarding to MEht track-
ing wabsiee fllghtradarid,
the fllght schadulad to de-
port at 5.2pm will now leave
at B15pm. Alr Indla sald Hs
graumsl teams n Delh) and
Deaki were proyvidlng Imimne-
lale ASSISLATIOR |0 PasSEngnTs
and keeping Lhem miormed
ahout ehe fTght stanis

An IndiGo flight operating
from Delhi to Dhmkn was re-
poriedly diverted io Calenita,
bt thara was no efficial con-
Armmacion from theailng Ac-
cording o Rightradar2d, the
Might left Delhl sirport at
12.E3pm bk was diveried to
Calewtta aifter the Dhaka alr-
port suspendsd operatons
The IndiGo llght. which was
sehyduilodd btk off from Cal-
curtta for Dhoka on Satundiy
evening, was defayed.

Local media reports satd
chemieals stored bn the cargn
wops posed 4 major challangs
for Hrefighters. Eyewiinesses
Toquor b that porsorned from
i ATTYY, ST foron, navy, and
Borider Guurd Banglodesh
partiripaced n the refighiing
amd rescne effaris
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Dhaka flights diverted to city

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: Several Dha-
ka-bound flights were diverted
to Calcutta because of the fire
at Hazrat Shahjalal Interna-
tional Alrport.

At least four flights were
reported to have landed in
Calcutta tll Saturday evening,
sald airport sources.

“An IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Dhaka and another
from Chennai to Dhaka were
diverted to Calcutta,” sald an
alrport official in Calcutta.

“A FlyDubal flight from
Dubal to Dhaka and a Cathay
Pacific fllght from Hong Hong
were also diverted to Calcutta.

Flights to and out of Bang-
ladesh’s main alrport were
delaved or divertad om Sarur-

Smoke rises from the cargo complex of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in Dhaka on Saturday. (PT1)

day after a major fire broke
out In the cargo terminal
armmnid 2 3mm. officials sald.

“Flight operations may be
affected in Calcutta on Sun-
fdav ag well. We are keenine a

close watch on the situation in
Dhaka,” the officlal added.

Following the fire, all
flights to and from Hazrat
Shahjalal International Air-
port were temporarily sus-
pended.

Several 1inbound
flights were diverted to
Shah Amanat Internaiional
Alrport in Chittagong and
Osmani International Airport
In Sylhet.

There was no immedi-
ate information as to what
may have caused the blaze at
Dhaka. Both domestic and
International fllghts were af-
fected.

Thirtv-six fireflghting
units are working to douse
the flames, an officer at the
Fire Service and Civil Defence
Media Coll. tnld Renters.
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Flight from
Chennai returns
due to fire at
Dhaka airport

Chennai: Flight operations
between Chennai and Dhaka
were disrupted on Friday follo-
wing a fire incident at the Haz-
rat Shahjalal International
Airport in Dhaka, leading to
temporary runway closure and
flight diversions.

An IndiGo flight (GE1113)
operating from Chennai to
Dhaka, which departed at
1.31pm, was diverted to Eolkata
due tothe closure of Dhakaair-
port. The aircraft later retur-
ned to Chennai as flight 6E9051,
with an expected arrival at
9.45pm, according to Airport
Authority officials.

Meanwhile, a Biman Bang-
ladesh Airlines flight (BG0364)
bound for Dhaka from Chennai
was delayed for several hours.
The flight, originally schedu-
led to depart at 2.40 pm, was
held back, and passengers were
disembarked around 4.40 pm.

AAT officials confirmed
that both disruptions wereare-
sult of the fire at the Dhaka air-
port terminal, which prompted
authorities there to suspend
operations temporarily Nor-
mal flightservices areexpected
to resume once safety clearan-
ces are issued and the runway
isreopened. Tin
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Two airport
staffers held
with gold dust
worth 32 crore

Mumbai: Two employees of
Al Airport Services Limited
(ATASL)were caught red han-
ded while retrieving 1.2 kg of
gold dust worth Rs 1.60 crore
hidden in the aircraft by the
smuggling syndicate,

On specific intelligence
the DRI Mumbai unit kept vi-
gilance on the aircraft that
had arrived from Dammam,
Saudi Arabia post disembar-
kation of passengers. The
DRI officials intercepted the
two staffers Shankar Ram-
chandra Patil and Sunil Ver-
ma who were assigned the
task of cleaning the aircraft
and were acting very suspi-
ciously. On their physical ex-
amination the officials reco-
vered 1,200 gramsof gold dust.
Theaccused had retrieved the
gold dust and had hidden it in-
side the aero bridge Upon in-
quiring they admitted to have
reirieved thegold onbehestof
asyndicatethat had promised
them Rs10,000 each. tun
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Minor fire onboard IndiGo
Delhi-Dimapur flight
—

Mew Daelhi: Anincident mvolving
aminor fire duetoa
passenger's electronic device
occurred onboard an indiGo
flight operating from Delhi to
Dimapewr on Sunday Initial
investigations determined an
owerheated battary as the
cause of the incident. Howewver,
the minor incident was
browght under control by the
aircrafits cabim crew's “swift
action®, an IndiGo
spokesperson told
businessiine, The persanal
electronic equipment was
stored in the seat-back

pocket, the spokespersan

said. ous s
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I
Rohit WVaid
Hew Delhi

India’s booming air travel
sector has the potential to
u;ip-clrt at least five major
nes, said Union Civil Avi-
ation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu in an exclusive con-
versation with businessline.

In 2024, Indiz’s total air
passenger traffic grew 772
per cent to 2328 crore from
21,61 crore in 2023,

“We have not just doubled
the number of airports in the
last 11 years, we have also
dn‘ul:llcd the senger

* said MNaido, sdding
that Indla:snnlnngn’n:ma.'li

aviation market. “The cur-
rent growth momentum of
the industry has the poten-
tial to support at least five
major airlines in the country
having an average fleet size
of over 100 aircraft.”

Aceording to the Minister,
new policies, such as modi-
ficd UDAN, new airport de-
velopment, and widening
and democratisation of air
travel, will attract new play-
ers to the market.

MARKET DUDPOLY

At present, the market faces

a duopoly, with IndiGo hav-

ing 63 per cent share and Air

India Group at 27 per cent.
When asked about the

Ram Mohan Maidu,
Civil Aviation Minister

duopoly, he said other air-
lines are trying to augment
capacity. “Our airlines have
more than 1,700 aircraft on
order; we need more aircraft
toaccommodate the growing

needs of ar travellers,” he

‘India has potential to qu%tam at least 5 major airlines’

said, citing that policies such
as modified UDAN will also

tl.-s.d to the development of
gds and smaller air-
lcfs especially in the
'\l:rrtl:l East. On the require-
ment of more pilots and
trained manpower to sustain
growth, he called for the
formation of more FTOs
(flying treining organisa-
tions] and *more import-
ently the FTOs that provide
quality training™.
Naidu recently launched a
Erfnrmanuc-ban-d ranking
mework for FTOs, “None
of the FTOs have achieved
the top grades. This is a mat-
ter n?]:nncrm; we anly hove
40 of these in the country,”

‘India-China flights to rebuild intra-regional connectivity’

|
Cur Bureau
Mumbai

The restart of passenger
Rights between Indin and
China presents an rtun-
ity to reclaim F:Jsharf
and rebuild Asia’s intra-re-
gional connectivity, seid the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA).

BORDER TENSIONS

Services were halted in early
2020 due to the Covid-19
pandemic and remained sus-

pended amid prolonged bor-
der tensions. These will me-
sume with IndiGo 1ELIIIEl'Li.n.§
flights between Kolkata an
Chengdu on October 26 and
Delhi and C u from
November 10. On Saturday,
China Eastern Airlines an-
nounced that it will launch
three weelkdy flights between
Shanghai and Delhi, starting
November 9.

ROBUST RECOVERY

The service will be operated
with Airbus A330 aircraft,

and will offer passengers on-
wird connection to Japan,
Korea and Taiwan. “Ddirect
t5 will reduce travel ime
and costs for business travel-
lers, students and tourists,
supporting  broader  and
decper socioeconemic ties &g
well as accelersting eco-
nomic activity on both sides.
The restart will boost Asia®s
international tratfic further,
which has seen a robust re-
covery sinoe travel restric-
tions began to be lifted in
2022 said IATA.
Before the disruption, In-

dis-China passenger traffic
was growing at double-digit
rates; it doubled between
2011 and 2019, reaching
nearly 1 million anmual pas-
sengers. Over half-a-million
passengers fiew between In-
diz and China in fiseal 2025,
and the number is set to
with the planned re-
Eum;uvpum: nfﬂigl'lﬁa
In the shsence of non-stop
flights, passengers between
India and China transited via
Homg Kong, Singapore,
Bangkok, Knala Lumpur and
otheraties,
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M Al to Bring Stranded
Passengers from Milan

HEW DELHI Ajr Inclia will
operate aspecial flight
’ from Milan to Delhi on

Sunday (o bring back
passangers stranded in the italian city
after the airline cancelled their flight
on Friday due to atechnical issue with
the Dreamiiner aircraft. Over 250
passengers were left stranded in Milan
following the cancellation of flight
AI38, Passengers took to social
mdia, complaining abaut the lack of
adequate Tacilivkes at the airpart. The
airline on Sunday said It will operate
the special flight today to transport
passengers affected by the cancelia-
tion. Alr india atso stated that its teams
are proactively contacting passengers
wiha had been rebooked on other
airlines with past-Diwali arrivals
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Al to operate special flight for
passengers stranded in Milan

Alr India will operare a special flight from Milan
to Delhi on Sunday to bring back passengers
stranded in the Italian city after the airline had
cancelled its flight on Friday following a technical
issue with the Dreamliner aircraft. There were
posts on social media complaining about the lack
of adequate facilities for the passengers. *To
ensure that the affected passengers can return
home to India in time for the festive occasion,
our teams expedited the rectification process on
the aircraft at Milan and secured the necessary
approvals to operate an additional commercial
flight departing Milan at 1900 hours local dme
and arriving in Delhi on the morning of 20
October,” a staternent said. «
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China Eastern Airlines
to resume direct flights

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

BEUING: State-backed China
Eastern Airlines will resume
Shanghai-Delhi flights from
November 9, the airline’s web-
site showed on Saturday, as
China and India resume direct
air links amid a diplomatic thaw
after a five-year freeze.

The flights will operate three
times a week on Wednesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays, the air-
line's online ticket sales platform
showed. China Eastern Airlines
did not immediately respond to
an emailed reguest for com-
ment.

India’s foreign ministry said
earlier this month that commer-
cial flights between the two
neighbouring countries would
restart after a five-year freeze.

The announcement followed
PM Narendra Modi's first visit to
China in over seven years, fora
summit meeting of the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
regional security bloc. The two
sides discussed ways to improve
trade ties, while Modi raised
concerns about India’s burgeon-
ing bilateral trade deficit. India
and China’s foreign ministries
did not immediately respond to
requests for comment on the
Shanghai-Delhi flights.
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On Nov. 9, China Eastern to

restart Shanghai-Delhi flights

China Eastern Airlines will restart flights between
Shanghai and New Delhi from November 9 with
thrice weekly flights, CCTV said. They will be
operated on Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday.
DGCA officials say there are also requests from
Chinese carriers such as Air China (Beijing-New
Delhi flights) and Shandong (Kunming -Delhi
flights) for passenger services as well as China
Southern (Guangzhou -Delhi) and Sichuan
Airline’s (Chengdu-Delhi) for cargo services.
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Power bank
catches fire on
board IndiGo
plane headed
to Dimapur

PRESS TRLUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI. DCTOBERTD

A PASSENGERS piwer bank
cimpht fire on baand a Demapur
Eoipiaraed I Can prame e Extirge
at the Dedbi aimport on Swnday,
which wers extmguished by the
£ abwEn CT ST Saiil

0 ury was repamedn the
inchdent, and all passengers and
e on boand were ale, IndiCo
il

Thiealfere said i a statermend
that ight BE 2 W7 operating o
[hefhi bo Dimager, Magaland, on
October 14 mumied o baydueio
i fee g e by o posien-
per'ipermnal eledrmnic eguip
menl Sored in the st -hack
pocker on boand

Thee scripoes sl d poveer bank
camght fire when the aimrafiwas
taniing attheaspor.

“The civt) inanaged the -
atiomgicidy by disgently lnllow-
ingthe stalard operating peooe
dure, and the ncident was
contmiled within seconds” the
sttt sl

Accnrding o enlormation
ivaslabée on feght tracking web-
st Flightradar oo, the Mght
AT, opemaied wath an Asdis
AZ20 g aircradt, book off from
the Delhi alrport o B33 hours
and bnded ar Dimapur in
Magaland at 16:45 hours, The
Hight ws scheduled o take off
[rom the Dedbi aiporn at (2:25
b Ak hewifies werr mioemied
Irmmeerdiaely i line with the sex
pronoocd, indiGosaid adding that
alter al the necesary checks the
Airmaltwas ceaed Dropeaions
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IGIA: Power
bank catches
fire on board

Dimapur-
bound flight

NEW DELHI: A passen-
ger's power bank caught fire
on board a Dimapur-bound
IndiGo plane while taxiing at
the Delhi atrport on Sunday,
which was extinguished by
the cabin crew, sources said.

Mo injuries were reparted
in the incident, and all pas-
sengers and crew on board
were safe, IndiGo said.

The airline said in a state-
menl that flight 6E 2107 oper-
aling from Deelhi to Dimapur,
Nagaland, on October 19
returned to bay due 1o a
minar fire triggered by a pas-
senger’s personal electronic
equipment stored in the seat-
back pocket on board.

No injuries were
reported in the
incident: IndiGo

The sources sabd a power
bank caught fire when the
alreraft was taxiing at the
adrpart

“The crew managed the
situation quickly by diligenil
I'nlluwm.gqﬂm Hljli:ﬁydll‘dg'l..'lpti
ating procedure, and the inci-
dent was controlled within
s:cnmj_-i." the statement said.

According to information
available on flight tracking
website Flightradar24.com,
the flight AI2107, operated
with an Afrbus A320 neo air-
crafi, ook off from the Delhi
airport at 14:33 hours and
landed at T r (Naga-
land) at 16:45 hours. The
flight was scheduled to take
off from the Delhi airport al
12:25 hours,

Relevant suthorities were
informed immediately in line
with the set protocel, IndiGo
said, adding that after all the
necessary checks, the afrerall
was cleared for operations.

“We thank our valued
customers for rematning
calm and cooperative dur-
ing this incident. Our leams
made all possible efforts to
minimise inconveniendce to
passengers, including offer-
ing them refreshments.” the
airine said, Fl



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRF‘UHI’SAUIH PiT‘I‘ UF INU!A

THE PIONEER

DELHIT

20 OCTaBER 2025

Air India to operate
Milan flight to bring back
stranded passengers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
1 New Delii

Air Indla will operate a
special flight from Milan to
Delhl on Sunday to bring
back passengers stranded
in the [tallan city after the
airline had cancelled their
flight on Friday following a
technical Issue with the
Dreamliner aircraft.

More than 250 passen-
gers were stranded at Mitan
after the flight cancellation
on Friday. There were posts
on soclal media complain-
ing about the lack of
adequate facllities for the
passengers.

The airline on Sunday
sald It will operate a flight
from Milan to Delhl today to
accommodate passengers
of flight AN38, which was
cancelled on October 17
due to a technical issue.

“To ensure that the affect-
ed passengers can return
home to India In time for
the festive occaslon, our
teams expedited the recti-
flcation process on the air-
craft at Milan and secured
the necessary approvals to
operate an additional com-
mercial flight, AIT380,
departing Milan at 1900
hours local time and arriv-
Ing in Delhi on the morming
of 20 October.” Air India
said in a statement.

The alrline also said its
teams are proactively
reaching out to the
affected passengers, who
wera previously rebooked
on other airlines with post-
Diwall arrivals, offering
them the option to
malntain thelr existing
bookings or switch to the
additional flight
opearating today.
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Air India’s spl flight to
bring back passengers
stranded in Milan

Tines News METWORK

New Delhi: The 256 Delhi-bound passengers of Air India
stuck in Milan since last Friday willfinally be able to reach
India in time for Diwali celebrations. Al hasdecided to ope-
rate a special flight on Sunday (Oct 19) to fly them home for
the festival of lights, instead of the original alternate ar-
rangements that would have seen them return starting
Monday or post-Diwali.

Thelegacy Al Boeing 787 Dreamliner (VT-ANMN)had de-
veloped a technical issue on landing in Milan last Friday,
due to which it could not operate the return flight to Delhi.

Alsaid on X on Sunday: “Air India has extended all im-
mediate assistance to affected passengers, including hotel
accommodation and meals, Full refunds or complimenta-
ry rescheduling were also offered as per passenger prefe-
rence, We remain committed to extending support and as-
sistance to our passengers at every step.”

The Boeing 787 Dreamliner VT-ANN had taken off from
Delhilast Fridav (Oct17)at2:54 pmas AT137and reached its
destination about nine hours later, after taking a longer ro-
ute bypassing Pakistani airspace, On landing in Italy, a
technical issue was detected on the aircraft, which could
not be rectified in time to operate the return Al138 to Delhi.

Al's legacy wide-body fleet remains the Maharaja's
Achilles’ heel, both in terms of technical dispatch reliabi-
lity and onboard experience.

Before VT-ANN, another Al Dreamliner had also faced
an issue. The Indian DGCA has sought information from
Boeing on that case, involving a B787 whose ram air turbi-
ne (RAT) automatically deploved just before touching
down in the UK about two weeks ago.
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Chinese carriers
to resume India
flight from Nov 9

Tines News NeTwork

New Delhi: China Eastern Air-
lines will be the first Chinese
carrier to resume direct India
flights with a thrice-weekly ser-
vice between Shanghai and Del-
hi from Nov 9 after an over five-
year lull,

IndiGois thefirst Indian car-
rier that will resume China ser-
vice with a daily between Kolka-
ta and Guangzhou from Oct 26,
and then Delhi and Guangzhou
from Nov 10, Air India will fly to
the country before theend of the
year and other Chinese carriers
will have India flights too.

In 2019, India and China had
539 direct flights, including by
Air India, IndiGo, China South-
ern and China Eastern. Since
2020 travelling between India
and China meant doing so
through a third country, mostly
in Southeast Asia.
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UP man detained
for ‘groping’ techie
on Air India flight

Times News NETWORK

Hyderabad: A flyer was ar-
rested for allegedly groping
a 38-vear-old I'T professional
on an Air India Express
flight from Chennai to Hyde-
rabad on Friday.

The accused has been
identified as Vinay Singh
Chouhan, a 32-year-old na-
tive of UP employed with a
construction company in
Chennai. “The accused was
travelling to his native place
via Hyderabad. He was un-
der the influence of alco-
hol,” an officer said.

According to police offi-
cers at Hvderabad's Rajiv
Gandhi International Air-
port (RGIA), the complai-
nant was seated beside her
husband, and the accused
next to the couple, on Flight
IX-2882.

“The complainant and
her husband fell asleep dur-
ing the journey. Just before
the flight was to land, she

CRIME ON PLANE

» Accused, a 32-year-old
native of UP employed with
a construction company

in Chennai

» He was travelling to his
native place via Hyd &
was under the influence of
alcohol, says police

» Chouhan was booked
under Section 74 of BNS and
arrested, Probe assigned

to a woman sub-inspector

suddenly felt someone
touching her. Believing at
first that her husband had
brushed against her, she ig-
nored the contact. Butas the
touch felt inappropriate, she
opened her eyes and saw the
co-passenger’s hand on her
body," a police officer said.

The woman raised the
alarm and confronted the
suspect. Cabin crew were
alerted.  After landing
around 9.30am, she lodged a
complaint.
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Passenger from UP arrested for
groping Hyd techie on flight

Times News NETwoRrk

Hyvderabad: A flier was arres-
ted for allegedly groping a 38
vear-old IT professional on an
Ailr India Express flight from
Chennai to Hyderabad on Fri-
day.

Theaccused has been iden-
tified as Vinay Singh Chou-
han, a 32-vear-old native of UP
employed with a construction
company in Chennai. “The ac-
cused was travelling to his na-
tive place via Hyderabad. He
was under the influence of al-
cohol,” an officer of the Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport
(RG1A)police station said.

According to RGIA police
officers, the complainant was
seated beside her husband,

CRIME ON PLANE
» Accused, a 32-year-old
native of UP employed with
a construction company

in Chennai

» He was travelling to his
native place via Hyd &
was under the influence of
alcohol, says police

» Chouhan was booked
under Section 74 of BNS and
arrested. Probe assigned

to a woman sub-inspector

and the accused next to the co-
uple, on Flight TX-2882.

*“The complainant and her
husband fell asleep during the
journey Just before the flight
was o land, she suddenly felt

someone touching her. Belie-
ving at first that her husband
had brushed against her, she
ignored the contact. But as the
touch felt inappropriate, she
opened her eves and saw the
co-passenger’s hand on her bo-
dy;" a police officer said.

The woman raised the
alarm and confronted the su-
spect. Cabin crew were aler-
ted. After landing around
9.30am, she lodged a compla-
int. A case was then registered
under Section 74 (assault or
use of criminal force to wo-
man with intent to outrage her
modesty) of the Bharativa Ny-
aya Sanhita (BNS) against
Chouhan.

p Continued on P4

Police issue

notice to flyer
PFromP1

he investigation was

assigned toawoman

sub-inspector. “We
have recordedthe
statements of the
complainant and her
husband. Since the
punishment for the offence is
below seven years, we have
issued anotice tothe
accused asking himto
appear for guestioning,” the
police officer said.
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Flyer held for
‘groping’ techie
on flight to Hyd

Hyderabad: A flyer was ar-
rested for allegedly groping a
38-year-old IT professional on
an Air India Express flight
from Chennai to Hyderabad
on Friday. The accused has be-
en identified as Vinay Singh
Chouhan, a 32-year-old native
of UP employed with a const-
ruction company in Chennai.
“The accused was travelling
to his native place via Hydera-
bad. Hewasunderthe influen-
ceof alcohol,” an officer said.
According to police at Hy-
derabad’s Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (RGIA), the
complainant was seated besi-
de her hushand, and the accu-
sed next to them. “Just before
landing, she felt someone tou-
ching her and saw the co-pas-
senger’s hand,” a police offi-
cer said. She raised the alarm
and crew were alerted. tun
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Powerbank
catchesfirein
IndiGoplaneat
Delhiairport

NEW DELHI, OCTORER 1
A passenger's power bank
aught fire on board a Dima
pur-bound IndiGo plne
while taxding at the Delhi
airport on Sunday, with the
cobin erew  extinguishing
the fire, sources said.

No injurks were repaorted
in the meident, and all pas-
sengers and crew on board
were safe, IndiGo zwid.

The airline said m a state-
ment that flight 6E 2107
operating from Delhi to
Dimapur, Nagaland, on
October 10 returned to bay
due toa munar fire triggered
by a passenger's personal
electrome equipment
stored In the seal-back
pocket on board

The sources said a power
bank caught fire when the
mreralt was taxiing at the
girport. “The crew man
aged the situstion gquickly
and diligently lollowing
the stindard operating
procedure and the inci-
dent was controlled within
seconds,” the statermnent

said PT1



	AU DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	DJ DL 20OCT2025.jpg
	MP-KOL-19 OCT.jpg
	PIO-LUC-19 OCT.JPG
	PIO-LUC-19 OCT-A.JPG
	SB LUC-19 OCT.JPG
	TG KOL-19 OCT.JPG
	TG KOL-19 OCT-A.JPG
	TOI-CH 19 OCT.JPG
	TOI-MUM-19 OCT.JPG
	AU DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	AU DL 20OCT2025A.JPG
	BL DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	BL DL 20OCT2025A.JPG
	DJ-KAN-19 OCT.JPG
	ET DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	HH DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	HH DL 20OCT2025A.JPG
	HINDU DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	HT-MUM-19 OCT.JPG
	HU-CH-19 OCT.JPG
	IE DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	LS DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	LS DL 20OCT2025A.JPG
	MP DL 20OCT2025N.jpg
	PIO DL 20OCT2025.JPG
	TOI DL 20 OCT 2025.JPG
	TOI-CH 19 OCT.JPG
	TOI-CH 19 OCT-A.JPG
	TOI-HYD 19 OCT.JPG
	TOI-MUM-19 OCT.JPG
	TRI DL 20OCT2025.JPG

