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AAI to construct parking-cum-patient waiting
lounge atacostof 311.73crorein AllMS

The Airpons Authority of
India (AAl) announced the
commencement of constnic
tion for the parking-cum
patient waitinglounge at the
All India Institute of Medical
Saences(AIIMS), New Del hi.
I'he project is funded
under AAl's Corpomte Social
Responsibiliny (CSR) Initiative
with the total estimated cost
for construction being Rs
11.7 3crore, The BhoomiPoo-
jan ceremony held on 17th
Ocwober 2024 in the aupust
presence of M. Suresh, Chair-

mar, AAL Karan Singh, Addi

tional Director Administra

tion, AIMS and AAl Board
M bess.

I'his initiative is part of
AAl's ongoing commitment
to supporting social welfame
and infrastructure develop -

BN

=

=y

ment. The proposed facility
will be located near gate
number 2 at AlIMS and is
abrmed dt alleviating conges

tion and providing much-
needed space for the atten

dants of patients as well as
dedicated parking
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People shop for the upcoming Diwali at Sadar Bazar in New Delhi on Saturday. - PTI

Modi in Varanasi today, set to
open I6K-cr airport projects

Inaugurate sport complex, girls hmtei, munsm pm_;ects

New Delhi, Oct. 18: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will launch a number of
development initintives,
including multiple air-
port projects across the
country worth over 26,100
crore, during his visit o
Varanasl on Sunday, his
office said. The PMO in a
statement that Mr Modi
will also maugurate R.J
Sankara Eye Hospital, in
the holy town. It will pro-
vide comprehensive con-
sultation and treatment
fior varlous eye condl-
tions.

Mr Modi will lay the
foundation stone  for
expansion of airport run-
way and construction of a
new terminal bullding
and allisad works of Lal

Bahadur Shastri
International  Alrpori.
costing around T2,870

crore all told,
He will lay the founda-
tion stone of new civil

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union minister Jitendra
Singh, COS Gen. Anil Chauhan and others during
“Karmayogi Saptah — National Learning Week™ in New

Delhi on Saturday.

enclave al Agra airport
worth more than I570
crore, al Darbhanga alr
port worth around 910
crore, and at Bagdogra
alrport worth around
71,550 crore, it said.

The Prime Ministor will
inaugurate new terminal
buildings of airports in

- P

Rewa, Ambikapur, and
Spharanpur being con-
structed at the cost of
more than 220 crore,

The combined passenger
handling capacity of these
airports will increase to
more than 23 crore pas-
SENEETS annually,
B Tumn to

200CTOBER 2024

Modi to open I6K-cr airport projects

W Continued From Page 1

The designs of these airports are
influenced and derived from the
common elements of heritage struc-
tures of the region, the statement
said. Among other projects, Mr
Modi will inaugurate phases 2 and 3
of the redevelopment of Varanasi
Sports Complex worth over 210
crore under "Khelo India" scheme
and the "Smart City" mission.

The project includes construction
of a state-of-the-art sports complex
featuring a National Centre of
Excellence, players’ hostels, sports
science centre, practice fields for
various sports, indoor shooting
ranges, and combat sports arenas.

The PM will also inaugurate a 100-

bed girls’' and boys’ hostel and a pub-
lic pavilion at Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Sports Stadium in
Lalpur, it said.

He will inaugurate tourism devel.
opment projects in Buddhism-relat-
&d areas in Sarnath. These enhance-
ments include the construction of
pedestrian-friendly streets, new
sewer lines and upgraded drainage
system, and a zone with modern
designer vending carts to promote
local handicraft vendors.

Mr Modi will also inaugurate ini-
tiatives like tourism development
works at Banasur temple and
Gurudham temple, and beautifica-
tion and redevelopment of parks,
the statement added. PTI
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5 chosen
spots for

2nd airport

ith Bengaluru rapidly grow-
ing into a global metropolis, a

second international alrport is
becoming a necessity for its residents
and businesses. The government has
identified five potential locations for
this project, though no final decision
has been made yet. Infrastructure
Development Minister MB Patil has
stated that a final decision will be
taken after a meeting next week. He
shared this update after an important
meeting held at his office on Friday.
The meeting was attended by Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar and
IT-BT Minister Privank Kharge.

Speaking to the media after the
meeting, Patil clarified, “There is no
truth to reports that the location for
the second international airport has
already been finalised. We have short-
listed five locations, including
Dabaspet, Nelamangala, Bidadi, and
Harohalll. Another location was also
discussed today. The final decision will
be made in the next meeting, sched-
uled for next week.” Patil stressed that
the decision on the airport’s location
would not be influenced by any politi-
cal interests. "The convenience of
Bengaluru’s residents and businesses is
our priority, and we will ensure that
the second airport significantly con-
tributes to our economic growth,” he
added.

The Bengaluru Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (BMRCL) has
requested 45 acres of land near Hebbal
to develop a multi-modal transport
hub. However, Minister Patil clarified
that this land is not under the control
of the Karnataka Industrial Areas
Development Board (KIADB).

In 2001, it was handed over toa
private entity under the “Single Unit
Complex” plan. As a result, the metro
corporation has been advised to nego-
tiate with the concerned private com-
pany.
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TDSAT HAD HELD AERA LACKS CERTAIN REGULATORY POWERS

"AERA Plea Against Order
on Tariffs Maintainable’

InduBhan

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday held as maintainable an
appeal of the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA) aga-
inst a telecom disputes settlement
appellate tribunal decision related
to its powers to regulate tariff on
certain non-aeronautical services.
A bench comprising chief justice
DY Chandrachud and justices JB
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra held
that the “AERA can file an appeal
under Section 31 of the AERA Act
in view of our conclusion thatitisa
necessary party in appeals against
the tariff orders issued by it”.

The courtsaid that when it comes
to appeals against the tariff orders
issued by the AERA, it is not just
acting as an “expert body” butasa
regulator interested in the outco-
me of the proceedings.

“AERA has a statutory duty to re-
culate tariff upon a consideration
of multiple factors to ensure that
airports are run in an economical-
ly viable manner without compro-
mising on the interests of the pub-
lic. This statutory role is evident,
inter alia, from the factors that AE-

RA must consider while determi-
ning tariff and the power toamend
tariff from time to time in public
Interest,” the apex courtsaid.
When the AERA determines the
tariff for aeronautical services, it
1s acting as a regulator and an in-
terested party, according to the
judgment. “Itsinterest lies inensu-

ring that con-
== cerns of public in-
Court said terest which ani-
that wheniit mate the statute
comesto and performance
appeals of its functions by
againsttariff AERA are duly
ordersissued preserved. The
by AERA,itis AERAIsa“neces-
actingalsoas sary party in the
aregulator appeal against its
interested in tariff order befo-
outcome of re TDSAT and it
proceedings must be implea-

ded as a respon-

dent,” it said. The court alsodirec-
ted its registry to list the matters
before a regular bench for deci-
ding the appeals on merits.

The TDSAT had in January last
yvear held that the AERA lacks
theauthority toimpose tariffson
services such as ground and car-
go handling.
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PM Modi to inaugurate Madhya
Pradesh’s 6th airport in Rewa today

Project @ill boost investment & tourism in Vindhva region savs CM Yadav

SATYAPRAKASH SHARMA

BHOPAL: Prime Minister
Marendra Modi will virtually
inaugurate the moch-antici-
pated airport in Rewa, Mad-
Ivya Pradesh, om Sunday. Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav will be
present at the inaugural func-
tion of the air

CM Yadav said the airport
will transform the Vindhya
regions connectivity, tourism,
and investment landscape.

“Rewa Airport will boost
tourism, attract investment,
and enhance connectivity for
districts like Sidhi, Satna, and
Mauganij, as well as neighbour-
ing states’, the CM said.

Praising PM Modi for driv-
ing MPs development, CM
Yadav emphasised the inau-
guration of Rewa Airpart as
another transformative step,
and the airport will be a game
changer for the region.

He lauded the initiative as
another significant milestone

PM Narendra Meda

Praising PM Modi

for driving MP's
development, CM
Yadav emphasised the
inauguration of Rewa
Airport as another
transformative step,
and the airport will

be a game changer for

the region

for Madhya Pradesh, marking
the state's sixth airport.

The airport, licensed
by the Directorate
General of Civil Awiation
(DMGCA), is part of the UDAN
{Ude Desh Ka Aam Magrik)
scheme, aimed at improving air
travel accessibility for smaller
cities.

With its inauguration,
Rewa will join cities like Bho-
pal, Jabalpur, Khajurahae,

Indore, and Gwalior in offer-
ing air connectivity, benefiting
over 65 lakh residents in Mad-
Ivya Pradesh and neighbooring
Uttar Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh states.

Built for Rs 450 crore on
102 hectares of land, the airport
features modern amenities,
including a 30-meter-wide,
800-meter-long runway. With
services starting for 72-seater
aircraft to Bhopal, it is poised

fior future expansion to other
major cities. Additionally, the
airport has been designed with
a 50-year vision, positioning
it as a long-term asset for the
region.

The  airports  stra-
tegic location near key
assets such as Singraulis
power plants, Bandhavgarh
Mational Park, and Asials largest
solar power plant is expected to
drive economic growth.
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KDA poised to set up Aero
City near Chakeri Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

fter the New Kanpur City
Project, Kanpur
Development Authority (KDA)
is now poised to set up Aero
City on 1257.43 acres of land
near Chakeri Airport. In the
proposed mwnsﬁnp. mixed
use of land would be avail-
able which included residen-
tial, commercial and indus-
trial facilities.
Even residential and com-
mercial construction could
be carried out on a single
lot. With the township
eing set up adjacent to the
airport, it will facilitate the
investors to visit the spot fre-
quently. The scheme also
envisaged setting up of big
hotels, convention centre,
shopping complex and other
basic amenities.
Vice-Chairman Madan Singh
Garbyal along with officers
inspected the spot adjacent to
the Chakeri Airport on
Thursday and studied the
situation of land according to
the layout. He said detailed
action plan was being pre-
pared to launch Aero City

i,

Housing Scheme in due
course. Secretary Abhay
Kumar Pandey, Chief City
Planner Manoj Kumar and
other officers were present.
BASEMENTS SEALED: The
Kanpur Development
}'m'rh.r::ri‘qr launched drive
against illegal construction
on Thursday and sealed base-
ments of four premises in

Chamanganj area. At the
four-storeyed House
No.88/443, Humayun Bagh
illegal operation of an office
in the basement was sealed.
Thereafter, the squad reached
the seven-storyed house No
105/590 of Mohd Arif in
Chamanganj and sealed the
gym operating in the base-
ment. In the basement of

Mohd Asif's three-storyed
house No.105/2432,
Chamanganj, a slipper-shoe
manufacturing unit was
sealed. The squad also sealed
a garment manufacturing
unit operating in the base-
ment of four-storeyed house
No.105/247. OSD Sat Shukla
said an FIR would lodged if
anyone tried to remove the seal.
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PM Modi tolay foundation for
new Bagdogra Airport terminal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGURI, 18 OCTOBER

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to lay the foun-
dation stone for the first
phase of the Bagdogra Airport
New Terminal Project via
videoconferencing on 20
October.

Darjeeling MP Raju Bista
expressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister, sharing the
news and initiating prepa-
rations for the ceremony.

The MP highlighted that
the first phase will involve
the construction of a new
terminal spanning 70,390
square metres with future
phases adding another 50,000
square meters.

The terminal is designed
to handle 3,000 peak-hour
passengers and more than
10 million passengers annu-
ally. It will feature 10 parking
bays for A321 aircrafts, two
link taxiways, and multi-level
parking facilities.

Bagdogra Airport, the only
commercial airport serving
north Bengal, caters toawide
population across districts
like Darjeeling, Kalimpong,

Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar, Cooch
Behar, North and South Dina-
jpur, and Malda.

It also serves travellers
from Sikkim, lower Assam,
eastern Bihar, and neigh-
bouring countries such as
Bhutan, Nepal, and Bang-
ladesh, making it the sec-
ond-busiest airport in West
Bengal.

The development of Bag-
dogra Airport is, therefore,
vital to enhancing air con-
nectivity in the region.

In the past decade, pas-
senger traffic has surged from
around 3,000 daily passengers
on 20 flights to nearly 10,000
passengers onapproximately
60 flights daily. However, the
airport facilities have remained
largely unchanged.

"Upgrading Bagdogra to
an international airport has
been one of my key devel-

opmental priorities since my
election," Mr Bista said,
adding, "Thanks to PM Modi,
civil aviation minister K R
Naidu, and former minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia for their
support in realising this
vision."

Mr Bista also noted that
the new terminal will be a
sustainable "green building,"
utilising renewable energy
and maximising natural light.

"Once completed, Bag-
dogra will be the first inter-
national airport in ourregion,
becoming a hub for travel,
tourism and trade,” he added.

He emphasised that this
development will transform
Siliguri, the Darjeeling Hills,
Terai, and the Dooars into
world-class destinations for
investmentin travel, tourism,
tea, healthcare, education,
and beyond.
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8 flights linked to IGI get hoax
bomb threats on social media

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Eight flights to
and from Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport in Delhi
received bomb threats on so-
cial media on Saturday. An
airport official said after tho-
rough checking, nothing su-
spicious was found.

An official at IGI Airport
said bomb threats via X were
received for six flights origi-
nating from Delhi and two
Delhi-bound flights. Of the to-
tal flights, six were interna-
tional and two were domestic.

“After bomb threats were
received, most of the flights
had already landed at Delhi
airport. No flight made an
emergency landing at Delhi
airporton Saturday. The stan-
dard operating procedure
was followed, and thorough
security checks were conduc-
ted,” said an airport official.

Among the flights that re-
ceived threats on Saturday
were two IndiGo flights. An
IndiGo spokesperson said,
“Flight 6E 184, operating

An official at IGI Airport
said bomb threats via X
were received for 6 flights

originating from Delhi and
two Delhi-bound flights

from Jodhpur to Delhi, recei-
ved a security-related alert.
The aircraft landed in Delhi,
and customers disembarked.
We are coordinating with the
security agencies as per pro-
cedure. Ensuring the safety
and security of our custo-
mersand crew remains pa-
ramount in all facets of
our operations. We since-
rely regret any inconveni-
ence this situation may ha-
ve caused our customers
and appreciate their un-
derstanding.”

The spokesperson said
Flight 6E 11, operating
from Delhi to Istanbul, re-
ceived a security-related
alert. “The customers we-
re safely disembarked. At
IndiGo, the safety and se-
curity of our customers

and crew remain paramount
in all facets of our opera-
tions. We worked closely
with the relevant authoriti-
es, and standard operating
procedures were followed.
We sincerely regret any in-
convenience this situation
may have caused our custo-
mers and appreciate their
understanding,” said the In-
di1Go spokesperson.

On Wednesday, three airli-
nes reported bomb threats
targeting their flights, which
turned out to be hoaxes.
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Amid high plane parking demand,

Noida airport to get

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

Jewar (Greater Noida): Driven by
strong demand for slots from airlines,
the upcoming Noida International Air-
port (NIA) has decided to increase the
number of aircraft parking bays. Com-
mercial operations are likely to start by
April next year. The airport is expected
to see about 50 lakh passengers in its
first year itself, NIA CEO Christoph
Schnellmann told TOI on Saturday,

“Even before the airport gets operatio-
nal, we have already started to expand the
apron position beyond what was originally
anticipated. Thereisalotof interestamong
airlines we have signed up with to base air-
craft here at night. There is infact large de-
mand for night parking. We had made 25
parking baysas per plan butarenow adding
nine more,” Schnellmann said.

The Delhi airport has a large num-
ber of parking baysoccupied for over2-3
yvears now by IndiGo Airbus A320 fleet
due to Pratt & Whitney engines issues
and planes of grounded GoAir.

So that is one opportunity that the
upcoming airport got from airlines it
has tied up with— IndiGo and Akasa.
“We are in talks with all other domestic
and international airlines, including
Tata Group carriers, and are seeing go-
od response from them,” the CEO said.

Given the massive growth in Indian

Saurabh Sinha

ALL SET FOR GRAND BEGINNING

aviation, he expects the second phase of
development to Kickstart well before the
end of this decade.

“We target to start operations in
April 2025 with an initial capacity of 1.2
crore passengers annually (CPA). See-
ing the way aviation here is growing,
airlines are inducting planes and inter-
est in NIA, we expect to handle 50 lakh
passengers in the first year itself. Hand-
ling close to half the capacity in that
kindof timeframe issignificantforabig
greenfield airport,” the CEO added.

NIA will compete for traffic with IGIA.
UP has aggressively tried to woo airlines

9 more bays

by reducing the tax rate of jet fuel while
Delhi still levies among the highest rates.
Asperoriginal plans, NIA issupposed to
grow from 1.2 CPA to 3 CPA by nearly doub-
ling Terminal I. Subsequently, a second run-
way and second terminal (also to be develo-
ped in two phases) will see its capacity grow
to 5 CPA and then 7 CPA. “We expect phase
two of T1 to initiate in 2-3 years from when
we start operations,” Schnellmann said.
Phase-1is beingdeveloped ata costof
about Rs 6,000 crore. NIA will inamonth
or two submit its tariff proposal to Air-
port Economic Regulatory Authority.
The CEO didn't comment on whether
NIA will have a user development fee on
incoming passengers too—something
levied at many airports in India to balan-
ce the UDF requirement by splitting it
between arriving and departing flyers.
“We have put a lot of emphasis on
terminal infrastructure being quick
and easy to use for both airlines and pas-
sengers, thereby achieving cost efficien-
cy. Cost of travel will be similar to that at
other similar sized airports,” he said.
From thefirst day itself, NIA will be ca-
pable of handling international flights
apart from domestic ones. “We have amix-
ed rotation where domestic and interna-
tional passengers board and alight from
two different levels, respectively. So an air-
craft coming from, say, Mumbai, can have
its next flight to Dubai,” he said.
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Govt zeroes in on south
B'luru for 2nd airport

Times News NeTwoRrk

Bengaluru: The govt is repor-
tedly favouring locations in
south Bengaluru for building
asecond airport for the rapid-
Iy expanding state capital.
This is in view of the popula-
tion of fvers, manufacturing
hubs, and air operations at the
existing Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (K1A).

A high-level meeting, at-
tended by deputy chief mini-
ster DK Shivakumar along
with infrastructure minister
MB Patil, Friday resolved to
finalise a location within a
week and directed officials to
submit adetailed report,

Initially, the govt conside-
red seven locations in north,
west, and southern parts of
the city Four of them were
shortlisted. “There are four
places to choose from — Dob-
baspet, Nelamangala, Bidadi
and Harohalli. KIADB recom-
mended another place during
the meeting. We have directed
the officials toexplore all pos-

Within one
week, we will
finalise one place,
keeping in mind the
economy and future of
Karnataka and Bengaluru
MB Patil | mrFrasTRUCTURE MIMSTER
sibilities and come back with
areport. Within one week, we
will finalise one place, kee-
ping in mind the economy
and future of Karnataka and
Bengaluru,” Patil explained.

Sources present at the me-
eting told TOI that Shivaku-
mar and other officials favou-
red south Bengaluru loca-
tions, preferably either Bida-
dior Harohalli.

“It is technicallv not pos-
sible to choose Dobbaspet or
Melamangala, as these re-
gions are exactly parallel to
theoperational flyinglines of
KI1A and not suitable for buil-
ding an airport. Hence, the
DCM also suggested finali-
sing either Bidadi or Haro-
halli along with Electronics
City,”" an official explained.
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Merger won't affect Vistara in-flight
experience, says Air India chie

NEW DL, OcTon e il

Air India chiel Campbell
Wilson on Friday said "Vis-
LF | i;n-ﬂiu{hi eXpenence is
nol going away” and the
roLites =ervced 'Ilfn.' Vislari
will have the [ight code
‘ATT sl mEr ger,

The merger of the two full
service carriers is scheduled
1o be completed on Novem-
ber 12, following which Sin-
papore Airlines will have o
25,1 per eent stake in Air
Indlia, Vistara is a joint ven-
ture betwesen Tata Group
and Singapore Airlines

Post the merger the vin-
tage Maharaje' will be
retained through the [re-
quent flver programme of
the integrated entity, The
existing members of Club

Vistara will be seamlessly

trunsferred to Air India's
Flying Heturns program.
With this merger, Flying
Returns will also evolve into
an all-neyy avatar Muharajs
Oub'," Air India zaid in &
stutermeni on FridayIn &
messzage sent bo Vistara cus-
tomers on Fridey, Wilson
said they can continue 1o
enjay the mme world-class
fleet, exceptional service
and Familiar faces under the

new code ' AIZEEX,

With the mErgFer on L he
horzon and the changes
that come with i, we wanl-
el 1o assure iRl that YOUr
Vistara |r|.-|'|i.|,{h.! SR E e
15 not going away, You can
cofbifile W = iy 1|1|: e
world-class fleet, exception-
al service, and familiar
faces under the new code
AIZIDIN" the CEO and MD
ol Air India said.

In the statement, Air
India said the routes amd
schedule operated by Vis-
tars aircrsft will continue to
be the same, alongside the
aidines  in-flight experi-
ence that includes the prod-
uet and service such as
menu and cutlery on the
Vistara airerafl. — PTI
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Govt Names DGCA
Chief Vikram Dev
Dutt as Coal Secy

PTI

New Delhi: Aviation regulator
DGCA chief Vikram Dev Dutt has
been appointed as coal secretary,
as part of a top-level bureaucrat-
icreshuffle effected by the Centre
on Saturday.

Dutt is a 1993 batch Indian Ad-
ministrative Service (IAS) officer
of the Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-
Mizoram and Union Territory
(AGMUT) cadre.

The Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) has ap-
proved the appointment of Dutt,
= Director General of the

@ﬂ Directorate General of
‘9 Civil Aviation (DGCA)
as secretary, ministry
of coal, according to a personnel
ministry order.

Senior bureaucrat V Umashan-
kar has been appointed as secreta-
ry, ministry of road transport and
Highways.

Umashankar, a 1993 batch IAS of-
ficer, is presently working in his
cadre state Haryana.

Tanmay Kumar has been named
assecretary, ministry of environ-
ment, forest and climate change.
Kumar, who is currently special
secretary in the same ministry,
will succeed Leena Nandan upon
her superannuation on Decem-
ber 31, 2024.
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Saturday scare: 34 flights get security threats

® Threats from same
X account; airline
CEOs meet regulator

SUKALP SHARMA
Hew Delhi, October 19

AN ANONYMOUS AND unverified
account on social media platform X
issued bomb threats to 46 flights of
Indian airlines since Friday night,
send ing airlines, airports and the avi-
ation security apparatus intoatizzy,

Theaccount—@adamlanzalll
—posted bombthreats to 12 flights
an Frday might On Saturday, it
posted bomb threatsto 34 flights of

Yistara: 5 international

flights got bomb threats

security threats

IndiGo: & fights got
security-related alerts

B Air india, Akasa | Binatleast one flight, note

Air, Spicelet, found in lavatory saying

Star Air, Alliance | bomb in flight

:ﬂ:;l:g?:'smd B At least 70 flights received
: security threats

5o far this week

4 pas sengers of an IndiGo flight that received a
bomb threat come out of the Chandigarh

alrport on Saturday

Indian carriers and even to overseas

airlines like American Airlines, jet-

Blueand Air New Zealand,
Theacoount, which was active

till Saturday afternoon, has now
beensuspended by X1t was created
onlyrecently, which is usually the

case with social media accounts

used tolssue fake threats,

The posts from the account to
different aidines on Saturday were
identicak “There are bambs placed

onboard 5 of your planes... No one
will make (it} out alive. Hurryup and
evacuate the plane.”

While some of these flights
were airbormne when the threats
were posted, a few had already
been operated. A fewofthe flights
that were in operation when the
threat was received declared a
general emergency.

Later, Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) offidals met the
CEOs of Indian airlines in New
Delhi, The CEOs were told that
they need to keep all stakeholders
in the loop about any threats that
they receive, and about the action

taken, along with their SOPs.

Continued on Page 2

34 flights get securlty alerts
-

“INDIAM SKIES ARE
absohutely safe Thecur-
rent protocol is mbust
and is being strictly fol-
lowed,” BCAS DG ful-
figar Hazan reassured
travellers As per investi-
gations being con-
ducted, the [P add resses
associated with the
threat shave beentraced
back to London, Ger-
many, the US and
Canada. The Indian car-
riers that rmeceived
threats from  the
acoount on Saturday
were Air India, Vistara,
IneliCro, Akasa Al Spice-
Jet, Alliance Airand Star
Alr. Barring Star Air,
which received threats
for four flights, all the
other crriers received
threats for five flights
each. With the latest
incidents,thenumberof
confirmed instances of
bomb threats to Indian
carriers this week has
risen to amund 70, All
the previous threatsthis
week—posted from dif-
ferentanonymous social
media accounts—
turned outtobe fake.
Sources in the gov-
emment said efforts are
on to trace and nab the
individuals or groups
behind these anonymous

accounts. The use of vir-
tiial private networks
(VPNs) by those posting
the threats has made it
challenging for the agen-
cies, Government agen-
cles are learnt to be in
contactwit h social media
platforms and VPN
serviceprovidersio trace
these threats. The spate
of hoax bomb threats
started on Monday when
thres international
flights of Indian camiers
weretarpetted.

Another 10 flights
received threatson Toes-
day, followed by at least
seven threats om
Wednesday, While a
minor from Chhattis-
garh was apprehended
earfier thisweek in con-
nection with the bomb
threats issued on Mon-
day, the threats, via social

media posts, continued,
The relevant govern
ment minisitries —
incdudingthe ministryof
civil aviation{MoC A)and
the ministry of home
affairs (MHA) — and
agencies have goneintoa
huddle in view of these
threats MoCAis learntio
be working dosely with
the BCASto formalisean
eadier pmoposl of
putting the perpet mtors
of hoax bomb threatson
theno-fly list

The government is
also considering changes
in current rules amd
legislhtion to ensure
sringentpunishment for
the culprits. Although
most bomb threats turn
out to be fake, airlines as
well as aviation authori-
ties globally take them
with utmost seriousness.
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Dozens of flights receive
bomb threats in one day

HTC and Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Close to 30 flights
operated by various Indian air-
lines received bomb threats on
Saturday, marking a dramatic
escalation in a week-long spate
of hoax alerts that have thrown
the country’s aviation sector
into disarray.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) convened an
urgent meeting with airline rep-
resentatives, including several
CEOs, to address the crisis.
BCAS director general Zulfigar
Hasan sought to calm public
fears, stating, “Indian skies are
absolutely safe. The current
protocol is robust and is being
strictly followed. We reassure

THE THREATS,
MOSTLY MADE
THROUGH SOCIAL
MEDIA WEBSITES,
TARGETED A WIDE
RANGE OF AIRLINES

passengers that they should fly
without any fear and in fact fly
even more.”

The threats, primarily deliv-
ered through social media web-
sites , targeted a wide range of
carriers including Air India,
IndiGo, Akasa Air, Vistara, Spi-
celet, and Alliance Air. In at
least one instance, a threatening
note was discovered in an air-
craft lavatory - a departure

from the typical modus oper-
andi this past week when the
hoaxes were made online.

Vistara reported that five of
its international flights were
affected, including UKI106 (Sing-
apore to Mumbai), UK027
(Mumbai to Frankfurt), UK107
(Mumbai to Singapore), UKI21
(Delhi to Bangkok) and UK131
(Mumbai to Colombo), news
agency PTIreported.

A Vistara spokesperson said,
“Following the protocol, all rele-
vant authorities were promptly
alerted and all security proce-
dures are being adhered to, as
per the guidance from the
authorities and security agen-
cies”, the agency reported.

IndiGo acknowledged threats

continuedon-14
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BOMB HOAXES

to at least four of its flights,
including 6E17 (Mumbai to Istan-
bul), 6E1l (Delhi to Istanbul),
6EI84 (Jodhpur to Delhi) and
6E108 (Hyderabad to Chandi-
garh). The airline stated that upon
landing in Chandigarh, one air-
craft “wasisolated and all passen-
gers were safely disembarked.”

In Darbhanga, a SpiceJet flight
bound for Delhi was evacuated
and searched following a hoax
threat. Darbhanga Sadar DSP
Amit Kumar reported, “At
around 1:34 pm, SpiceJet received
a bomb threat via Twitter (now X)
concerning the Delhi-Darbhanga
flight.” The incident caused signif-
icant delays and rescheduling at
Darbhanga airport.

At Lucknow's Chaudhary
Charan Singh International Air-
port, a Star Air flight (S5 223) to
Kishangarh with 38 passengers
wasdelayed due toa bomb hoax.

The airport's Bomb Threat
Assessment Committee was acti-
vated, and the aircraft was moved
to an isolation bay for thorough
security checks.

This recent surge follows a pat-
tern that began earlier in the
week. Since Monday, at least 70
flights received similar threats,
most of which turned out to be
hoaxes. The incidents have led to
numerous flight diversions,
delays, and emergency landings,
causing substantial disruption to
air travel and incurring signifi-
cant costs for airlines.

The repeated nature of these
threats has exposed vulnerabili-
ties in the aviation security sys-
tem. As one senior SpiceJet offi-
cial revealed, this was the third
hoax bomb threat in the past
week targeting flights from Dar-
bhanga to Mumbai alone.

Some of the threats have led to
serious outcomes. On Thursday,
an Air India flight from Mumbai
to London was intercepted by
Royal Air Force fighter jets after
receiving a bomb threat. The
flight's captain was recorded say-
ing, “We have a suspected bomb
on boeard, requesting priority
landing."

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu described the mat-
ter as being of “grave concern”
following a high-level meeting on
Wednesday. He later added,
“Action is being taken on this. We
can’'t comment on any kind of a
conspiracy but from whatever lit-
tle bit we know these calls are
coming from some minors and
pranksters.”

As investigations continue,
authorities have reportedly sus-
pended or blocked ten social
media handles linked to the
threats. Security agencies have
noted common phrases used in
these threats, such as “blood will
spread everywhere”, “explosive
devices”, “this is not a joke" and
“you will all die”, suggesting a
potential pattern or coordinated
effort.
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More bomb threats:

46 flights targeted
by same X account

SUKALP SHARMA
WEW DELHI, OCTOBER 19

AN ANONYMOUS and unveri-
fied account on social media
platform X issued bomb threats
to 46 flights of Indian airlines
since Friday night, sending air-
lines, airports and the aviation
security apparatus into a tizzy,

The account —
@adamlanzalll — posted bomb
threats to 12 flights on Friday
night. On Saturday, it posted
threats to 34 flights of Indian car-
riers, and even to overseas airlines
like American Airlines, JetBlue and
Air New Zealand.

Theaccount, whichwasactive
till Saturday afternoon, has now
been suspended by X It was cre-
ated only recently, which is usu-
allythe casewithsocial media ac-
countsused toissue fake threats.

The posts fromthe accountto
different airlines Saturday were
identical: “There are bombs
placed onboard 5 of yourplanes..
Mo one will make (it) out alive.
Hurryupand evacuate theplane”

While some of these flights
were airbome when the threats
were posted, a few had already
beenoperated. Afewof the flights
that were in operation when the
threat was received declared a
general emergency.

The Indian carriers that re-
ceived threats from the account
Saturday were Air India, Vistara,
IndiGo Akasa Air, Spice]et, Alliance
Air and Star Air. Barring Star Air,
which received threats for four
flights, all the other carriers re-
ceived threats for five flightseach.

With the latest incidents, the
number of confirmed instances of
bomb threats to Indian carriers
this week has risen to around 70.
Allthe previous threats this week
— posted from different anony-
mous social media accounts —
turned out to befake.

Sources in the government

& The IndianEXPRESS

Passengers of an IndiGoflight that received a bomb threat
Saturday leave the Chandigarh airport. P

said efforts areon to traceand nab
theindividuals or groups behind
these anonymous accounts. The
useof VPNs by those posting the
threats has made it challenging
for the agencies. Government
agencies are learnt to be in con-
tact with social media platforms
and VPN service providers to
trace these threats.

The spate of hoax bomb
threats started on Monday when
three international flights of
Indian carriers were targeted.
Another 10 flights received
threats on Tuesday, followed by
at least seven threats on
Wednesday. While a minor from
Chhattisgarh was apprehended
earlier this week in connection
with the bomb threats issued on
Monday, the threats, via social
media posts, continued.

The relevant government
ministries — including the
Ministryof Gvil Aviation( MoCA)
and the Ministry of Home Affairs
{MHA )—and agencies have gone
into a huddle in view of these
threats. MoCA is learnt to be work-
ing closelywith the Bureau of Civil
Awviation Security (BCAS) to for-
malise an earlier proposalof put-
ting the perpetrators of hoax
bomb threats on the no-fly list.
The govemmentisalso consider-
ing changes in current rules and
legislation to ensure stringent

Sun,

20 October 2824
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7¢

punishment for the culprits,

On Saturday, the top brass of
BCAS held a meeting with repre-
sentatives of airlines. The agency
emphasised that airlines must
continue to follow the stringent
standard operating procedures
(S0Ps) pertaining to security, and
also aim to minimise passenger
inconvenience while dealing with
bomb threats, per sources,

Althoughmostbombthreats
turn out to be fake, airlines as
well asaviation authorities glob-
ally take them withutmost seri-
ousness. The security checks,
whichoftentakea few hours, re-
sult in disruptions like delays
and evenrescheduling of there-
mainder of the flight in some
cases, which hit the airlines fi-
nancially.

When an aircraft receives a
bomb threat deemed as a specific
threat,a detailed security proto-
col is followed which could in-
clude diverting the aircraft to a
suitable nearby airport and tak-
ing it to an isolated bay, where
passengers are quickly made to
deplane. The aircraft as well as
passengers' bags and the plane's
cargo are subject to a thorough
security screening. After the
screening and security checks, if
the threat is found to be a hoax,
the aircraft is released for

operations.
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‘Vistara experience will continue post-merger’

Press Trust of India
feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Air India on Friday
said Vistara routes and sched-
ule as well as the in-flight expe-
rience will continue and the
flights operated with Vistara
planes will have the code "Al2’
pOSt-merger.

The merger of the two full
service carriers is scheduled to
be completed on November 12,
following which Singapore Air-
lines will have a 25.1% stake in
Air India.

Vistara is a joint venture
between Tata Group and Singa-
pore Airlines.

Post the merger, the vintage
‘Maharaja’ will be retained
through the frequent flyer pro-
gramme of the integrated
entity.

“The existing members of
Club Vistara will be seamlessly
transferred to Air India’s Flying
Returns program. With this
merger, Flying Returns will
also evolve into an all-new ava-

The Air India-Vistara merger, announced in November 2022, will also see Singapore Airlines
acquiring a 25.1% stake in the merged entity.

REUTERS

tar ‘Maharaja Club’,” Air India
said in the statement.
Reiterating that the experi-
ence offered by Vistara will
continue for customers post-

merger, Air India said Vistara
will be identified by a special
four-digit Air India code begin-
ning with the digit "2

“For instance, UK 955 will

become Al 2955 helping cus-
tomers identify them while
booking... after November 12,"
the statement said.

Further, it said the routes

and schedule operated by Vis-
tara aireraft will continue to be
the same, alongside the air-
line's in-flight experience that
includes the product and ser-
vice such as menu and cutlery
on the Vistara aircraft.

There are concerns in cer-
tain quarters on whether Vis-
tara passengers will continue
to get the same services like
now, post-merger as Air India,
which is in the transformation
phase, has been facing certain
service issues in the recent
times.

Air India, on October 2, also
said that Vistara experience
will remain post-merger.

On Wednesday, the chair-
man of Vistara Bhaskar Bhat
said the integrated entity will
share the best practices of the
two airlines and the livery of
Vistara will stay for sometime.

The Air India-Vistara
merger, announced in Novem-
ber 2022, will also see Singa-
pore Airlines acquiring a 25.1%
stake in the merged entity.
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‘Vistara experience will continue post-merger’

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Air India on Friday
said Vistara routes and sched-
ule as well as the in-flight expe-
rience will continue and the
flights operated with Vistara
planes will have the code "Al2"
post-merger.

The merger of the two full
service carriers is scheduled to
be completed on November 12,
following which Singapore Air-
lines will have a 25.1% stake in
Air India.

Vistara is a joint venture
between Tata Group and Singa-
pore Airlines.

Post the merger, the vintage
‘Maharaja’ will be retained
through the frequent flyer pro-
gramme of the integrated
entity.

“The existing members of
Club Vistara will be seamlessly
transferred to Air India’s Flying
Returns program. With this
merger, Flying Returns will
also evolve into an all-new ava-

The Air India-Vistara merger, announced in November 2022, will also see Singapore Airlines
acquiring a 25.1% stake in the merged entity.

tar ‘Maharaja Club’,” Air India
said in the statement.
Reiterating that the experi-
ence offered by Vistara will
continue for customers post-

merger, Air India said Vistara
will be identified by a special
four-digit Air India code begin-
ning with the digit 2",

“For instance, UK 955 will

REUTERS

become Al 2955 helping cus-
tomers identify them while
booking... after November 12,"
the statement said.

Further, it said the routes

and schedule operated by Vis-
tara aircraft will continue to be
the same, alongside the air-
line's in-flight experience that
includes the product and ser-
vice such as menu and cutlery
on the Vistara aircraft.

There are concerns in cer-
tain quarters on whether Vis-
tara passengers will continue
to get the same services like
now, post-merger as Air India,
which is in the transformation
phase, has been facing certain
service issues in the recent
times.

Air India, on October 2, also
said that Vistara experience
will remain post-merger.

On Wednesday, the chair-
man of Vistara Bhaskar Bhat
said the integrated entity will
share the best practices of the
two airlines and the livery of
Vistara will stay for sometime.

The Air India-Vistara
merger, announced in Novem-
ber 2022, will also see Singa-
pore Airlines acquiring a 25.1%
stake in the merged entity.
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Over 30 flights receive
bomb threats

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI; MUMBAI:
More than 30 flights of vari-
ous Indian airlines, incleding
Vistara, Air India and IndiGo,
received bomb threats on Sat-
urday, according to sources.

Hights of Air India, IndiCo,
Akasa Adr, Vistara, Spiceet,
Star Air and Alliance Air have
received the threats, the sources
said.

5o far this week, at least
70 flights of Indian carriers
have received bomb threats
and most of them turned out
to be hoaxes. The sources said
more than 30 flights, inchid-
ing domestic and international
ones, operated by domestic
airlines have received bomb
threats through social media
since Saturd;ul.' morming. In at
least one of the flights, a note
was found in the lavatory say-
ing there was a bamb in the
fight. On Saturday, Vistars said
five of its flights on interna-

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

tional routes received security
threats through social media
while IndiCGo said at least four
of its flights got security-related
alerts. The five flights of Vis-
tara are UK106 (Singapore to
Mumbai), UK027 {Mumbai to
Frankfurt), UK107 { Mumbai
io Singapore), UK121 {Delhi to
Bangkok) and UK131 (Mum-
bai to Colombo).

“Following the proto-
col, all relevant authorities
were promptly alerted and all
security procedures are being
adhened 1o, as per the guidance

from the authorities and secu-
rity agencies an airline spokes-
person said in a statement.

Besides, there was a secu-
rity concern regarding Vistara
flight UK&24 from Udaipur to
Mumbsai, and after landing, the
aircraft was taken to an isola-
tion bay for mandatory checks.

A note was found in the lav-
atory of the aircraft saying there
isa bomb in the flight, a source
in the kmnow said.

IndiCo issned statements
fior at least four flights with
respect to the threats,

200CTOBER 2024

Aviation regulator DGCA
chief Vikram Dev Dutt
appointed coal secretary

NEW DELHI: Aviation regu-
lator DWGCA chief Vikram Dev
Dot has been appointed s coal
secretary, as part of a tap-level
bureancratic reshuffle effected
by the Centre on Saturday.

Dhutt is a 1993 batch Indian
Administrative Service (LAS)
officer of the Arunachal
Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram and
Union Territory {AGMUT)
cadre. The Appaintments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
has approved the appointment
of Dutt, Director General of
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DA ) as secretary,
Ministry of Coal, according toa
Personnel Ministry order.

Senior bureawcrat W
Umashankar has been
appointed as secretary, Min-
istry of Road Transport and
Highways.

Umashankar, a 1993 batch
145 officer, is presently work-
ing in his cadre state Haryana.

Tanmay Kumar has been
named as secretary, Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. Kumar, who
is currently special secretary

in the same ministry, will suc-
ceed Leena Mandan upon her
superannuation on December
31, 2024,

Subrata Gupta will be secre-
tary, Ministry of Food Process-
ing Industries. Gupta, a 1990
batch TAS officer, is presently
serving in his cadre state West
chg.g. He will take charge
from Anita Praveen, who is due
to superannuate on November
30, 2024, 5 Gopalakrishnan,
Diirector General, MNational
Productivity Council under
Department for Fromotion of
Industry and Internal Trade has
been appointed as chairman of
the Staff Selection Conimis-
sion. He has been appointed in

dace of Rakesh Ranjan, a 1992

atchi IAS officer of the Mani-
pur cadre. Ranjan has taken
voluntary retirement from ser-
vice with effect from October
31, 2024, the order said.

Puneet Kumar Goel, a
1991 batch IAS officer of the
AGMUT cadre, has been
named as secretary of the
Mational Commission for
Scheduled Tribes. AGENCIES
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‘Vistara in-flight experience is not
going away’ post merger: Air India

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Air India chief

Campbell Wilson on Friday
said “Vistara in-flight experi-
ence is not going away” and
the routes serviced by Vistara
will have the flight code 'AI2’
post merger.

The merger of the two full
service carriers is scheduled
to be completed on November
12, following which Singapore
Airlines will have a 25.1 per
cent stake in Air India. Vistara
is a joint venture between Tata
Group and Singapore Airlines.

Post the merger, the vin-
tage ‘Maharaja’ will be retained
through the frequent flyer
programme of the integrated
entity.

“The existing members of

Club Vistara will be seamlessly
transferred to Air Indias Fly-
ing Returns program. With this
merger, Flying Returns will also
evolve into an all-new avatar
‘Maharaja Club;” Air India said
in a statement on Friday.

In a message sent to Vis-
tara customers on Friday, Wil-
son said they can continue to
enjoy the same world-class
fleet, exceptional service, and
familiar faces under the new
code AIXXX.

“With the merger on the
horizon and the changes that
come with it, we wanted to
assure you that your Vistara
in-flight experience is not
going away. You can continue
to enjoy the same world-class
fleet, exceptional service, and
familiar faces under the new
code AIZXXX. the CEO and
MD of Air India said.

In a message sent to
Vistara customers on
Friday, Wilson said
they can continue

to enjoy the same
world-class fleet,
exceptional service,
and familiar faces
under the new

code ‘Al2XXX

» The merger of the
two full service
carriers is scheduled
to be completed on
November 12, following
which Singapore
Airlines will have o
25.1% stake in Air India

Post the merger, the
vintage ‘Maharaja’ will
be retained through
the frequent flyer
programme of the
integrated entity

‘The existing members
of Club Vistara will be
seamlessly transferred
to Air India’s Flying
Returns program,’ Air
India said in a statement

=

=

In the statement, Air India
said the routes and schedule
operated by Vistara aircraft
will continue to be the same,
alongside the airlines in—ﬂj%ht
experience that includes the
product and service such as
menu and cutlery on the Vis-
tara aircraft.

There are concerns in cer-
tain quarters on whether Vis-
tara passengers will continue
to get the same services like
now, post-merger as Air India,
which is in the transformation
phase, has been facing certain
service issues in recent times.

Air India, in the statement,
reiterated that the experience
offered by Vistara will continue
for customers post merger and

that Vistara will be identified
by a special four-digit Air India
code beginning with the digit
7.4

“For instance, UK 955 will
become AI 2955 helping cus-
tomers identify them while
booking... after November 12,
it said.

On Wednesday, Vistara
Chairman Bhaskar Bhat said
the integrated entity will share
the best practices of the two air-
lines and the livery of Vistara
will stay for some time.

The Air India-Vistara
merger, announced in Novem-
ber 2022, will also see Singa-
pore Airlinesiacquiring a/25.1
per cent stake in the merged
entity.
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The backbone of Star Air's growth RCS UDAN scheme

BY CAPTAIN SIMRAN
SIHEH TIWANA

Thc Government of India's
Regional  Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) - UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Naagrik) has
been pivotal to Star Air's
journey and growth. Since
our inception, we've been
dedicated to Connecting Real
India, and UDAN has enabled
us to do exactly that-
connecting the underserved
and unserved regions of the
country, ensuring affordable
air travel for everyone.

When we launched our first
two route in January 2019,
between Hubli to Bengaluru
and Hubli To Tirupati , it was
a significant milestone for us.
It symbolized the beginning
of our mission to enhance
regional connectivity, starting
with this crucial route. Today,
I am proud to say that since
that first flight, we've flown
over 1.3 million passengers by
fulfilling dreams of many who
had tasted flight for the first

time!

Today powered by the UDAN
scheme we operate to 22
airports Karnataka, Andhra

Pradesh, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharashtra.
Through this initiative, Star
Air was awarded 44 routes
under UDAN 2 and 3-8
routes under UDAN-2 and 36
routes under TUDAN-3.
Further, we have been
awarded 44 more routes
under UDAN 5, giving us the
opportunity to bring air
connectivity to even more
regions.

The UDAN scheme has been
instrumental in providing the
necessary support for us to
operate routes that otherwise
may not have been viable.
Through the infrastructural
development that came alon
UDAN, allowed us to expang
steadily into tier 2 and tier 3
cities, gnngu:lg us closer to our
goal of Connecting Real India.
We have seen the joy in the
s{es of many as they took to
<y for the first time. We are
see many business come up to
support this new  air
connectivity. Clearly proving

the economic multiplier Air
Connectivity is.
Our fleet has grown alongside
our aspirations. What started
with one Embraer E145
aircraft in 2019 has now
expanded to five E145s and
four Embraer E175s. This
rowth has enabled us to
unch new routes, access
more destinations, and serve
an even larger number of
passengers.
Thanks to the RCS-UDAN
initiative, Star Air is well on
its way to realizing its vision
of providing swift, affordable,
and comfortable air travel to
every corner of India. The
backbone of our success has
been this visionary scheme
UDAN, which continues to
empower regional carriers

like us to play an essential
role in India's aviation
landscape.

We look forward to many

more milestones as we

continue to build on these

solid foundation.

(Author of the article is Chief
Executive Officer, Star Air)
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Bomb threats to
30 more flights,
regulator shifted

DGCA appointed coal secy in fresh shuffle

YESHI SELI AND SHEKHAR SINGH
& Many Caliu

AMID waves afier waves of
hoax bomb threats shalting up
the aviation industry the gov
ernment on Saturday shifted
the regulator out of the civil
aviation ministry

Nirectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Vikram Dev
Duit was appointed coal seere
tary as part of a top-level bu
reauncratic reshulfle, A joint
secretary level offlcial is Dikely
to take his place at the earliest
according 1o sources

The transfers happened ona
day when fresh bomb threats
foreed over 30 Mights, including
those on Internatlonal rowtes,
to make emergency landings
The alfected carriers included
Alr India, Vistara, IndiGo,
Spicedet, Alliance Alr, and
Akasa Air

“The Internet Protocal (1)
addresses lrom the threats to-
day and the ones earlier this
weell have been traced to Lon
don, Germany Canada and the
UUS. However, it is possible the
Virtual Private Networks
(VPN) were used by some to
hide their real locations"™ &
souree sahd.

In less than a week, hoax
bomb threats have impacted
close to 70 flights. On Saturday,
officials from the Burean of
Civil Aviation Security (BC AS)
had 8 meeting with the CEOs
of different aifine operators in
the civil aviation minisory.

They wem briefod about the
Standard Operating Procedurs
(SOF) for tackling threats,
which cawse fear and Inconven-
jenee to passenpers and losses
for the airlines

The DGCA and the BCAS am
expected to issue fresh puide-
lines o minage the slmation

Sources salda note was Foumnd
In the rest room of one ol the
airfines warning of a bomb in
aNight However, all the threats
were fake Sourees said IndiGo,
Akasa, Vistara, Air India,
Spleadet and Alllance Alr re
ceived Mive thieats each.

Thecivil aviation minisiry is
reviewing regulitions to intro
dinee harsher penalties. Theau-
thorities are contemplating a
Ove-vear jall term and placing
offenders on a no-fly list, At
present, hoax bom b thrests are
dheadt with under existing crim
Inal laws. The gwvernment 15
exploringlegal opt ions (o intro-
dace a deterrent. P7
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Over 30 flights receive bomb threats

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 19 GCTOEER
Over 30 flights of various
Indian carriers, incloding
Vistarm, Adr Indka and IndiGo,
received security alerts on
Saturday relating to bomb
threats, causing Might delays
and dismuption n the normal
schedule,

Atleast fivelights of Akeava
Air (QP 1323, QP 1371, QP
1373, QP 1385, QP 1405, five
of Vistama (UK 106, UK 27,
UK 107, UK 121, UK 121),
five of Air India (Al 101, Al
105, Al 126, Al 119, Al 161},
and five Indigo flights (GE
11, 6E 17, GE 58, 6E 108, GE
184) are reponed o have
received bomb threats
through social media since
Saturd ay moming,

An At Indin Expressflight
from Dubai to Jaipur made
emergency landing at the
Jaipur airport around mid-
night last night following a
bombithreat, The passengers
were sofely debarked and
the alreraft subjected w a
thomugh search and security
checking. This resulted in
the return Dbl flight being

delayed by several hours,
leavingthe passengers strand-
ed at the airport.

Fighisof Air India. Indito,
Akasa Air, Vistam, Spicelet,
Star Air and Alllance Alr
received threats, sources
said,

So [ar this week, at least
70 flights of Indian carners
have received bomb threats
with all of them turning out
1o be hoaxes

In aVistam flight, UKGZ4
from Udaipurto Mumbal, a
notewis found in the aircraft's
lavatory saving there was o
bamb i the flight.

A Star Asia flight to Kis-
hangarh from Lucknow at
was delaved for over 2 hours

after recetving a bomb threat,

O Friday, three interna-
tional Tights of Vistara rceived
bomb threats which turned
out 1o be hoaxes and one of
the flights was diverted to
Frankfurtas a precautionary
Measure,

Thee Civil Aviotion Ministry
plans to put in place strict
noms o prevent incidents
of hoaxbomb threats to ake-
lines, including placing the
perpetrators in the no-fly
list.

Earlier, the Ministry of
Home Affairs sought areport
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation on the series of
bomb threats tovadous air-
lines across the county.
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City set to have flight simulator
SANIAY MANDAL the airport will be operation-
al in the first quarter of 2025,
Caleutta: A French company | Initially, there will be two to
plans to set up simulators in three simuliantors and later
Caleutta to train pllots, a fa- the number will go up. In the
cllity now lacking in this part | next five years we are plan-
of the country. ning to develop two satellite
Sinwero, headguartered centres and the first one will
in Paris, will set up its first be in Calcutia,” Khushbheg
pilot training centre in Delhi- | Jattana, the general manager
NCR and the facility will have | of Simaero India, told Metro,
elght full-Mlight simulators. “Caleutta will have three
The company is planning two | to four simulators.”™
more satellite Gcilities and The second satellite unit
the first would be in Calcutta, | would be in south India
said a Simaero official. probably in Bangalore, he
A Might simulator isa sald.
pilot-t raining device in which The Delhi Bacility will
el the cockpit and instruments | have Bight simulators for
# [ —. — 1 ; 1 on an airerall are duplicated Alrbus A320, ATR 72-600 amd The exterior of & simulator cockpit of the ATR T2600, Peture couresy: Simens
2 and the conditions of actual Boeing 737.
A simulator cockpit of an Airbus A320, Might simulated. 0“ et t h
Prcture couriesy: Simaem “The Delhi facility near CONTINUED ON PAGES y s o ave

flight simulator

> FROM PAGE 7

Jattnnia, of Shnaere Indin, said
the demeand for Might s omwls-
tors ks huge in eastern India
as there are no stch feflities
there,

The demand is not just
ameng pllos based in Cabeul
ta and other places in sastern
India. said Jatiana. He hinted
that pilots in Nepal and Bang-
Iadesh, too, can avall of such
a factlity in easiern India “as
there are many sirlines amd pi-
lots there but no simulators™

Thi company is looking mt
spending §100 million in the
mext five years o irain around
5,001 ot s,

Air Indla, 0o, s nstalling
fiight simulatorsat i adation
iraining academy in Guru
gram. 1L will bouse 30 sinmuls-
tors to trakn pllots for the Al
buzs sined Boeing Neots.

According to Simmero,
India hasapproxinetely 12000
pliots and the country's grow
athon sector requires
times more pllots over
the next two decades.

“Thiere ks a deficil of thres
b fs Might shenulihors svery
e i Inlia, ~said Jattana

In India, pilots said. rules
framoedd by the directorate gen-
eral of civil aviation state that

Ehiy bunve 1o usedergpo sk lests
every six months 10 renew

stiniilator, Howsver, training
in an actual aircrafi is very
eosily becuise ol the nvelw
ment of aviatbon turbine o™
gald a sendor pilot based in
Delhi

Another pilol, based in Cal
aitti, sl pllots from the ety
undergo refresher training in
Dethi, Hyderabad, Bangalore
it Chennand ol even abroad
iy there are no simulators
hisre,

“Becanse of the shortage
of simulators across India,
slois are ofien not avadlable.
Sa, we hirve o go abroad o get
Eriimvind,” saubed thar bt

The phlots hive to undergo
training io handle all pormal
and emergency prooedures,
including engine failure, en
ging fire, hdraulic filure,
pressurisation fallure and
elecirical faflure,

They are also trained in
using wpgraded instroment
Linviling systems and operating
Mights In dense fog, raln and
ather adverse weather condi-
tioens, said the plot.

“The cost of setting up a
simulator i $10:12 million

S0 there are only & few simu
lators,” said an official of an
adiine

The senbor pilol from Delhi
said that in the mid-1900s, the
slinulators hind basle featires
“80, wedid half the training in
simiilators and the rest 1o aie
crall. In the 1905, ihe sb-axls
fMighi simulstors were inira-
duced, which gave the éom-
pliote fel of an aircrafl eock-
pit,” the pilot sabid

He sald there should be
more simulators in Indis to
bring down Che truining cost.

* Mo, fhe cost is 20 per cent
more companed o other ooun-
tries. More simuiators can
bring down the cost,™ he said.

Pilots, howsver, agree
that simulators cannot tradn
a pilod in bandling hijncking
situations like the one faced
by 1C R14. The Indian Afrtines
Might was hijacked while i
was on its way from Kath-
mandu to Delh in Decomber
1909 apul (aken (o Kandahar in
Afghamistan

“Such akills are tanughi n
classes. Howewer, each hijack-
Imjg situntion is different froim
another, What finally mat
ters is the sharpness of mind
and the ability 1o make deci-
siuns an the ground,” said the
pilot
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New Delhi/Mumbai: The
aviation sector faced an un-
precedented wave of hoax
bomb threats Saturday, with
30 to 40 flights across Indian
carriers and five Delta Air
Lines flights being targeted.
This marks the highest num-
ber of threats in a single day;
adding to the disruption the
industry has endured over
the week since Monday.

The hoaxes included
threats to both domestic and
international flights, with
Saturday being the first in-
stance where a foreign air-
liner was affected. Over the
past week, more than 70 hoax
alerts have been received,
impactingairline schedules.

Aviation sources said a
major airport temporarily
ran out of isolation bays
used for aircraft inspections
following bomb threats.
“Some messages came for
flights that had landed and
passengers had alighted.
This is crazy. Over 80-90
threats in seven days,” an of-
ficial said.

Among Delta’s flights re-
celiving threats were DL3
(New York to London), DL8
(Tokyo to Los Angeles), DL20
(Seattle to London), DL27 (At-
lanta to Seoul), and DL32 (Dal-
las to Atlanta). A threatening
message, posted in response
to a Delta customer service
tweet on X, said: “Hi. There

N "
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airline CEOs over homb threats

30-40 Flights Targeted In Highest Number Of Threats In A Day
g =
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Passengers of an !ndlﬁn flight that received a bomb threat come out
of the Chandigarh airport on Saturday

are bombs placed onboard of
5 your planes. No one will
make it out alive. Hurry up
and evacuate the plane.”

The message was shared
by the now-restricted account
(@adamlanzalll. Indian carri-
ers also faced social media
threats. On Thursday, Air In-
dia flights were targeted by
(@psychotichuman,  which
has since been temporarily
restricted by X.

Among the flights affected
Saturday were several Indigo
services, including flights
from Mumbai and Delhi to Is-
tanbul, Jeddah to Mumbai,
Hvderabad to Calicut, and
Hyderabad to Chandigarh.
SpicedJet also reported threats
to its Amritsar-Dubai, Darb-
hanga-Mumbai, and Delhi-
Dharamshala services,
among others. Akasa AIilr
flichts targeted included

routes from Bengaluru to Gu-
wahati, Goa to Mumbai, and
Hyvderabad to Delhi. Alliance
Air flights from Agatti Island
to Cochin and Shimla to Dha-
ramshala were also hit.

While most flights reac-
hed their destinations safely,
thorough security protocols
required after threats caused
delays. Aircraft targeted by
specific threats — those that
mention flight numbers and
other details — must undergo
extensive checks. An official
said: “These disruptions have
a cascading effect, causing de-
lays for other flights operated
by the same aircraft.”

However, only one flight —
a Vistara Delhi-London ser-
vice — was diverted Friday A
Vistara spokesperson said:
“As a precautionary measure,
pilots decided to divert to
Frankfurt. Flight landed safe-

ly at Frankfurt where all man-
datory checks were conduct-
ed by security agencies fol-
lowing which, the aircraft
was cleared to conclude the
journey.”  Other  Vistara
flights targeted included Sin-
gapore-Mumbai (UK106),
Mumbai-Frankfurt (UK027),
Mumbai-Singapore (UK107),
Delhi-Bangkok (UK121), and
Mumbai-Colombo (UK131).

Air India also reported
disruptions, with a Newark-
Mumbai flight delayed by
three hours while undergoing
additional security checks.
Several other Alflights to des-
tinations like New York, Lon-
don, and Chicago were also
targeted. IndiGo and Akasa
Alrwere similarly affected.

Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security chief Zulfiquar Ha-
san held a meeting with air-
line CEOs todiscusstheissue.
“Indian skies are absolutely
safe. The current protocol is
robustand is being strictly fol-
lowed. We reassure passen-
gers that they should fly with-
out any fear and in fact fly
even more,” Hasan said.

An official said: “While at-
tempts are being made to end
orminimise this menace with
the home ministry actively in-
volved, we have to minimise
passenger inconvenience and
disruptions while ensuring
security.” Airlines have in-
creased efforts to provide re-
freshments and basic necessi-
ties for affected passengers.
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From Dec 28, higher

compensation for int’]
flyers for death, delay

THE REVISED LIABILITY “JE
LIMITS FOR AIRLINES F

Monetary Fund. 1 SDR is about

o KE=EETN

The revised upper limit for compensation payable under the
Montreal Convention 199 pertaining to international flights
(approx. amount). The liability limits are indicated in SDR (Special
Drawing Rights), a unit of account defined by the International

7112 as of Oct 19

damage etc

(5 21.4cr 21.7cr
Death, Injury | (1.2LSDR)| (1.5L SDR)
. 261 7L
Flight delay | = 300 spry | (6.300 SDR)
Baggage 2141 171 -

delay, | 1 300 5DR)| (1500 SDR)

Cargo lost, | %2,500/kg

damaged | (22 SDR/kg) | (26 SDR/kg)

22,900/kg E

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: In a move set to
benefit passengers boarding
international flights, in-
cluding those to and from In-
dia, the International Civil
Aviation Organization
(ICAQO) has announced sig-
nificant increases in com-
pensation limits payable by
airlines in cases of death, in-
jury, flight delay, and bag-
gage and cargo issues.

The revised upper limit
for compensation payable un-
der the Montreal Convention
will take effect on Dec 28, said
ICAO Saturday. For instance,
the upper limit for compensa-
tion in the event of death has
increased from 1,28,821 Spe-
cial Drawing Rights (SDR) to
1,51,880 SDR. In case of inter-
national flights to/from In-
dia, this is an increase from
Rs 1.4 crore to Rs 1.7 crore,
based on current rates.

The Montreal Conven-
tion, formally known as the
Convention for the Unifica-
tion of Certain Rules for In-
ternational Carriage by Air
(MC99), establishes a compre-
hensive framework for inter-
national air travel. It sets lia-
bility limits for airlines in
cases of injury, death, delay,
baggage, and cargo issues.

The revision comes as
part of the Convention's
built-in review mechanism,
which adjusts for inflation ev-
ery five years. ICAO has
asked these countries to put
in place legal provisions by
the end of Dec. The MC99 lia-
bility limits apply to 140 coun-

tries, including India.

The revision pertains
solely to the upper limit for
compensation payvable by air-
lines and is not an indicator
of the actual compensation
the next of kin might receive
in theevent of death.

For instance, the compen-
sation payable for the 21
deaths and 167 non-fatal inju-
ries in the 2020 Air India Ex-
press IX-1344 Dubai-Calicut
accident came under the pro-
visions of MC99. The then
govt-owned airline paid the
next of kin compensation,
ranging from Rs 10 lakh for
families of adults over 12
years old to Rs 5 lakh for fam-
ilies of children under 12
vears. An interim compensa-
tionof Rs2lakh was provided
to critically injured passen-
gers and about Rs 50,000 to
other injured passengers.

The passengers sought
legal recourse for compen-
sation payable to them un-
der MC99. They contended
that under the Convention, a
fixed amount of Rs1.34crore
must be paid. Kerala HC dis-
missed the case, stating that
the petitioners voluntarily
accepted the compensation
initially offered by Air India
Express and so could not
subsequently challenge it as
being lower. The petitioners
moved the Supreme Court.
Last Oct, the SC issued a no-
tice to Ailr India, now a pri-
vate carrier, in response to
the special leave petitions
filed by passengers seeking
higher compensation for the
death of their kin.
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Govt may put hoax callers on no-fly list for 5 yrs

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The civil aviation
ministry, concerned over the
recent string of hoax threats
about bombs on flights, is tak-
ing a fresh look at old suggest-
ions of the Bureau of Civil
Aviationand Security (BCAS)
such as putting individuals
behind hoax threats on ‘no-
fly’list for five yearsand revis-
iting the Aircraft Act, 1934 —
proposed to be replaced by the
Bharativa Vayuyan Vid-
heyak, 2024, passed in August
by the Lok Sabha—toprovide
for a specialised legal regime
to deal with hoax threats.

Sources said BCAS had
last year suggested includ-
ing special provisions in the
Aircraft Act to deal more
firmly with hoax bomb calls
and messages. Its other key
suggestion, made in July

fly’ ban. BCAS had said Indi-
an Penal Code (IPC) provi-
sions are not deterrent
enough in thelight of the seri-
ous impact hoax calls and
messages, mostly from prank-
sters, tend to have on flight

this vear, was

schedules and the

to amend the STERN ACTION related losses, be-

DGCA  Civil
Aviation Requirements to
put hoax callers on “no-fly”
list for five years.

As of now, the rules cover
only unruly passengers trav-
elling or boarding aircraft,
not non-passengers, and
leave it to the airline to de-
cide on duration of the ‘no-

sides the inconve-
nience caused to the passen-
gers and public.

BCAS is said to have sub-
mitted that introducinga ded-
icated provisions in the Air-
craft Act, 1934, against hoax
calls, including stricter bail
and stern punishment, would
keep pranksters from mak-

ing that hoax call or posting a
false bomb threat.

The Bill to amend the Air-
craft Act, 1934 — the Bharati-
va Vayuyan Vidheyak, 2024 —
was passed by the Lok Sabha
in August this vear. The bill,
however, did not incorporate
the BCAS suggestion to in-
clude a dedicated legal frame-
work to deal with hoax bomb
threats to flights.

Aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said Thursday
“a strict barrier” was being
created for “people trying to
dothese kinds of pranks™ and
hinted at changes inrulesand
legislation to achieve this.
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One bomb hoax can cost
an airline over I3 cr

From Dumping Fuel
And Grounding
Aircraft To Putting Up
Passengers And Crew
In Hotels, Airlines Are
Taking A Big Hit This
Festive Season

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

n Air India Boeing
/ 777 took off from
Mumbal this Monday
{Oct 14) with almost
130 tonnes of jet fuel in its
tanks for a 16-hour nonstop
journey to New York's JFK
airport. Soon after take-off, the
airline received a call saying
there was a bomb in the plane,
JFE-bound AT 119 was imme-
diately diverted and within
two hours of take-off, it was
preparing to land in Delhi. But
there was a problem,

“The maximum landing
weight of a B777 is 250 tonnes.
A full light like this weighs
about 340-350 tonnes with pas-
sengers, baggage and cargo on
take-off, Landing within two
hours means dumping about
100 tones of fuel, At almost Rs
1 lakh per tonne, the fuel wast-
age cost alone works out to Rs
1 crore,” said a senior pilot.

Add to it other expenses like
the unexpected landing and
parking charges at IG1 Airport,
putting up over 200 passengers
and crew in Delhi hotels, com-
pensating them later for missed
connections, grounding of air-
craft before it can be back in

service after thorough checks
and arranging a fresh pair of
operating crew, and the aircraft
not reaching JFK to fly passen-
gers from there to India on a
scheduled return flight — the
total cost of this one hoax
threat works out to way over Rs
3 crore, say senior officials.

Costs Adding Up
The spate of hoax threats since
Iast Sunday — close to 40 by late
Thursday — is having a mas-
sive financial impact on air-
lines. Rough estimates by air-
line officials peg the extra ex-
pense at about Rs 60-80 crore,
Take the case of Air India
B777 (VT-ALM) that took off
from Delhi this Tuesday (Oct
15} for Chicago. Twelve hours
later; the aireraft with over 200
passengers on board landed in
the remote Canadian town of
Igaluit after a bomb threat. The
aireraft landed there on Oct 15
at 5.21 am EDT. The next com-
mercial flight it flew was three

and a half days later: First it
reached Chicago from Igaluit
as a ferry flight — with no pas-
sengers as the stranded passen-
gers had been flown earlier to
Chicago on a Canadian Air
Force A330 for which Al will
pay — and then took off as a
commercial flight to Delhi at
5.15 pm on Oct 18.

The average monthly rental
of a B777 is between $400,000
and $500,000 — this works out
to an average daily rental of
aboui $17.000, Not flving means
$17.000 down the drain every
single day. Now, had it not been
for the hoax threat, the aireraft
would have reached Chicago
and then after a few hours, left
for Delhi as a regular flight. But
not reaching Chicago meant
over 200 passengers and crew
stranded in Igaluit for whom
accommodation, meals and
other basic necessities had to
be arranged in a remote town.
Then flying them ta Chicagoon
a Canadian Air Foree plane.

And, meanwhile, having to deal
with Delhi-bound passengers
in Chicago's O'Hare Airport
whose aircraft didn’t show up
because it was stranded in
Igaluit, The overall cost of this
one threat would run into over
Rs 15-20 crore, including the
cost of a BT77 grounded for that
long, said multiple people.

‘Financial Terrorism’
Wo big airline that has been a
victim of these threats in the
last fiew days commented on
this issue, *“This is the peak fes-
tive rush season and we don't
want to create a scare among
travellers. Suffice it to say that
this is a sort of financial terror-
ism against airlines and should
be dealt with severely™ said a
senior airline official,

IndiGo, too, has got threats
for several flights, both domes-
tic and international. Very of

Explains

ten when a flight gets a threat
message and is not diverted.
The destination airport asks it
to hold or hover: This has hap-
pened with Al in London, Al
Express in Singapore, and per-
haps others too. “A BT77 burns
7-8 tonnes of fuel every hour
and an AJ20 2 5 tonnes. AtRs 1
lakh per tonne and two howrs
of hovering, the cost of fuel
burn alone is over several
croves for all affected airlines,”
said a pilot.

“Due to the extra time spent
inair, very often the same crew
can't operate the next flight this
aircraft will operate after being
cleared by security agencies

post checks. They will need to
be rested and given hotel ac-
commodation in that ity It has
not been uncommon to have
aircraft out of action for 2025
hours during these crazy hoax
message times., While this a
force majeure event bevond our
control, many passengers who
miss connections will take us
to court and eventually we will
have to settle by payving dam-
ages,"” said a senior official of a
big airline.

Making matters worse is the
fact there are two types of
threats, A specific one where a
particular flight number is
named or a generic one like the
one Afr India got on Thursday,
saving five Al flights have
bombe in them.

“Risk assessment is done.
The source of the threat is
seen, whether it came via X
{former Twitter), WhatsApp,
call or mail. Based on an evalu-
ation matrix, the code is de-
cided — whether red (very seri-
ous), amber (serious) or green
{most likely hoax), But in no
circumstances is any threat
dismissed as it is better to be
safe, even if it means losses
and angrv passengers, than
sorry,” said an official.

In cases assessed to be se-
rious, flight have to land at
the nearest suitable airport.
“To avoid oversight landings,
we can dump fuel when the
aircraft is holding at over
5,000 feet. Fuel jettisoned
from that altitude will va-
pourise, In Delhi, we dump a
little south of the capital near
Sakras and in Mumbai over
the sea,” said a pilot.
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DGCA chief
appointed
Coal Secy

NIV THUL NN, 00 TOR M B
Aviation  regulator  DGCA
chief Vikram Dev Dutt has
bien appointed as Coal Sec
retary, as part of o top-level
b peatictatic reshidlle effect
ed by the Centre on Saturday,

Duitt ks a 1903 batch Indian
Adminstrative  Service {LAS)
atbeerolthe Arunnchal Pracesh
CoarM rrmm and Urion TErmis
ry AU e

The Appointments Com
mitles of the Cabinet (ADD
has approves] the appoint
ment of Dutt, Dinector Gener
al of the Directorate General
of Civil Awiation (DGCA) as
sevretary, Mimstry of Coal
acording to a  Personnel
Minkstry order

Senwor  bureaucat WV
Umashankar has  been
appointed as Secretary, Min
wstry of Road Transport and
Highways, Umashankar, a
1953 batch [AS officer, 15
presently working in his
cadre state Haryvana,

Tanmay Kumar has been
named as secretery, Ministry
of Enviromment, Forest and
Climate Change. Kumar, who
15 currently Special Secretary
i the same ministry, wall suc
ceet Lierna Nandan upon her
supemonuation on Decem
ber 31, 2024, —THS
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