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{ DELHI AIRPORT }

3rd runway set
to reopen after
major upgrades

HT Correspondent

hireparters@hindostantimes com

MEW DELHI: Delhi airport’s
third runway, which was shut
for repairs for seven months,
will be reopened for use from
Sunday.

The Delhi International Air-
port Limited (DIAL), a GMHA
Aero-led consortium that marn-
ages and operates Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport
(IGIA), on Saturday said that
runway HWR/Z9L (commanly
known as the third runway)
will be operational from Sep-
tember 20 following the suc-
cesslul completion of its com-
prehensive rehabilitation pro-
gramme and receipt of all
necessary regulatory approv-
als.

“The project, which com-
menced in February 2026,
involved extensive strengthen-
ing and upgrade works aimed
at enhancing operational
safety, efficiency, resilience,
and long-term capacity..." a
statement from DIAL said.

“The upgraded runway is
now ready for operational use
after undergoing all required
inspections, validation, and
regulatory clearances.” it
stabed.

Since its commissioning in
2008, the runway had been in
continuous service for 17 years.
It has undergone regular mair-
tenance, including minor reha-
bilitation in 2007.

DIAL said it completed
major airside infrastructure
enhancements, including run-
way resurfacing, permancnt
threshold displacement of run-
way 290, construction of a new
rapid exit taxiway (RET Z1),
wpgrades to airfield ground
lighting systems, pavement
strengthening works, and asso-
ciated civil and electrical infra-
structure improvements.

“These enhancements are
expected to improve runway
efficiency, optimise aircraft
movement, reduce runway
oocupancy time, and further
strengthen operational reliabil-
ity during varying weather con-
ditions,” the airport operator

Shut for seven

months
Rumway: Pro}

ject
TR/SL
In service for (AT ST
7 years
Key upgrades
® Rosurfacing & pavemeant
strangthening
® New rapid exi? taxiway (RET 21)
o Lipgraded lighting systems

® Parmanant threshold
displacement on rurmway 290

said.

The work has been com-
pleted by working with the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation [DGCA). Adrporis
Authority of India {AAL), Air
Traffic Control (ATC), airlines,
and other stakeholders, the
operator said.

Chief executive officer (CED)
of DIAL Pradeep Panicker said,
“The recommissioning of Run-
way 1IR/29L marks an impor-
tant milestone in Delhi Air-
port's continoed journey
towards building future-ready
aviation infrastructure, The
successful completion of this
complex rehabilitation pro-
gramme reflects our unwaver-
ing commitment to safety,
operational excellence, and
passenger service. The
upgraded runway, along with
the new Rapid Exit Taxiway
and enhenced navigation and
lighting systems, will further
strengthen Delhi Adrport's
capacity and resilience while
supporting the growing avia-
tion needs of the country.”

The recommissioned run-
way is expected to play a signif-
icant role in supporting Delhi
airport’s operational efficiency
and future traffic growth while
ensuring compliance with
global aviation safety and infra-
structure standards.
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CM urges PM
to replace AAI
as operator
of city airport

N. Sai Charan
Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAL

In a significant develop-
ment, Chief Minister C. Jo-
seph Vijay has written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, seeking to change
the operator of the Chen-
nai airport.

Unhappy with a few as-
pects of the airport, the
State government has
asked the Centre to bring
in an operator other than
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI), sources said.

In the letter that was
sent in August, the State
government had said Tamil
Nadu was industry-friend-
ly, and was making consis-
tent efforts to attract busi-
ness and investment;
hence, better management
of the airport was of para-
mount importance, sourc-
es said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 4
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CM urges PM to replace
AAl as airport operator

Some of the infrastructure projects at the Chennai airport
were inordinately delayed before they were finally opened,
Acase In point was the cab pick-up point. ALE PHOTO

“The letter has highlighted that be it passenger
volume, aircraft movement, or cargo volume, the
Chennai airport needs significant improvement.
Such a business-friendly State needs an excellent
airport. The State government hence wants a
change in the operator,” a source said.

The move, essentially an attempt to privatise
the airport, comes on the heels of the State’s deci-
sion to drop the proposed greenfield airport pro-
ject at Parandur in Kancheepuram district and its
plans to expand the existing airport. “We have
sent the letter. Now, we hope the Centre takes it
up on priority and initiates work to privatise the
airport,” another source said.

The State has shortlisted two sites — Cheyyur
and Gummidipoondi — for the second airport. Ho-
wever, since it will take several years to build it,
the immediate priority seems to be not only to ex-
pand the existing airport but also to privatise it.

Air passengers have been demanding the priva-
tisation of the airport for long, arguing that it will
bring in better upkeep, connectivity to more des-
tinations, and enhanced ambience. Their displea-
sure also stems from the fact that some of the in-
frastructure projects, such as the cab pick-up
point, were inordinately delayed before they were
opened and that the T3 Terminal is still under
construction.

Many significant decisions have to be vetted by
the AAl headquarters in New Delhi and this pro-
cess consumes time, thus affecting the operations
of the airport, the sources said.
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Telangana completes acquisition
of land for Warangal airport

R. Ravikanth Reddy Mr. Reddy said 7295 crore 14, with bids scheduled to
HYDERABAD had been allocated by the  be opened on November 9.

government for the land Mr. Reddy described the
Telangana Chief Minister acquisition. The Airports development as a signifi-
A. Revanth Reddy hasinvit-  Authority of India (AAI)  cant step towards realising
ed public suggestions for  has since floated a tender  Warangal’s long-pending
naming the new airport at  estimated at ¥213.59 crore  demand for an airport.
Mamnoor in Warangal dis-  for construction of a new The State government
trict, as the State govern- domestic terminal build- seeks to complete the air-
ment has completed the ing, ATC tower-cum-tech- port by June 2, 2028. He
required land acquisition nical block, fire station, said the airport would
and handed over the land  E&M workshop and asso-  strengthen connectivity to
to the Airports Authority of  ciated works at Warangal  Warangal and help support
India. airport. The tender was the city’s growing indus-

In a social media post, published on September trial base.
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Civil Aviation Minister launches nationwide
"YatriSeva Abhivan' at Pune airport

The Airports Authority of g
India (AAL, underthe aepis
of the Ministry of Civil
Awiation, is olserving Yatrd
Seva Abhivan” across ils
airport network [rom
September17 2026, Marking
the launch olthe campaign,
the Hon'ble Minister of Civil
Aviation, Shr Kinjarapu Rammohan Naido, teday participated
in the "Yatri Seva Abhivan’ at Pune Airport in the august
presence of Shri Murlidhar Mohol, Hoo'ble Minister of State
for Civil Aviation and Cooperation, and Seeretary, MoCA, Shri
Samir Kumar Sinha, along with senior officials and dignitaries.
The campaign is aimed at strengthening passenger-centric
services and enhancing the overallairportexperence through
aseries ol initiatives [oeused on passenger conveniemee, service
guality and engagement across the countryThe campaign,
being observed [rom 17 September to 10 October 2026, brings
topether a mnge of passenger-locused initatives aimed at
promoting responsive service delivery, cleanliness. convenience
and aculture of care and hospitality at airports
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Third runway at airport to
be operational from today

Times News NETwonk

New Delhl: Runway 11R/29L, com-
monly known as the third runway,
will become operational from Sun-
day after a seven-month rehabilita-
tion, said Delhi International Alr-
port Limited (DIAL).

The rehabilitation project, which
began in Feb, involved extensive
strengthening and upgrade works al-
med at enhancing operational safety,
efficiency, resilience, and long-term
capacity atoneof India's busiest avia-
tion gateways. The runway is now re-
ady for operational use after undergo-
ing all required inspections, valida-
tions, and regulatory clearances.

As part of the rehabilitation pro-
gramme, DIAL completed major airsi-
de infrastructure enhancements, in-
cluding runway resurfacing, perma-
nent threshold displacement of run-
way 291, construction of a new Rapid
Exit Taxiway (RET #1), upgrades to
airfield groundlighting systems, pave-
ment strengthening works, and asso-
ciated civil and electrical infrastruc-
ture improvements. “These enhance-
ments are expected to improve run-

way efficiency, optimise aircraft
movement, red uce ruNway occupancy
time, and further strengthen operatio-
nal reliability during varying weather
conditions,” said DIAL.

DIAL worked closely with Direc-
torate General of Civil Avlation
(DGCA), Alrports Authority of In-
dia{AAT), Air Traffic Control (ATC),
ailines, and other stakeholders
throughout the project to ensure
thatall safety, operational, and regu-
latory requirements were met.

Pradeep Panicker, CEO of DIAL,
said, “The successful completion of
this complex rehabilitation program-
me reflects our commitment to safety,
operational excellence, and passeng-
er service. The upgraded runway,
along with the new Rapid Exit Taxi-
way and enhanced navigation and
lighting systems, will further streng-
then Delhi Airport’s capacity and re-
silience while supporting the gro-
wingaviation needs of the country™

Since its commissioning in 2008,
the runway has been in continuous
service forl7 years. [thas undergone
regular maintenance, including mi-
nor rehabilitation in 2017.
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Delhi Int’l Airport to reopen third
runway for ops from September 20

MPOST BUREAU
New Dellui, Septemiber 19

Delhi International Airport
on Saturday announced
that it will reopen its third
runway for operations
from September 20, almost
seven months after it was
shut for major strengthen-
ing and work.

The comprehensive
rehabilitation of Runway
HER/29L (commonly known
as the third runway) is
complete, and all neces-
sary regulatory approvals
are in place, paving the
way for its recommission-
ing from September 20,
private airport operator

DIAL said.

DIAL is a joint venture
between infra major GMR
group-led consortium and
national airports operator,
AAL
The rehabilitation proj-
ect, which started in Feb-
ruary this year, involved
extensive  strengthen-
ing and upgrade works
aimed at enhancing oper-
ational safety, efficiency,
resilience, and long-term
capacity at one of India’s
busiest aviation gateways,
DIAL said.

Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport com-
missioned its third runway
in 2008,

The upgraded runway
is now ready for opera-
tional use after undergoing
all required inspections,
validations, and regula-
tory clearances, the airport
operator said.

The rehabilitation pro-
gramme involved com-
pleting major airside
infrastructure enhance-
ments, including runway
resurfacing, permanent
threshold displacement of
runway 29L, construction
of a new Rapid Exit Taxi-
way (RET 1), upgrades
to airfield ground light-
ing systems, pavement
strengthening works, and
associated  CONTINUED 0N P4

20 SEPTEMBER 2026

- 5 -
Delhi Int’l Airport...
civil and electrical  infrastructure
improvements, DIAL said.

Being the country's busiest airport, the
facility handles over 1,300 flight movements
(arrivals and departures) with four runways.

The airport can cater to 106 million pas-
SEngers per annum.

The runway had been in continuous ser-
vice for 17 years before the upgrade work
began in February, though it underwent reg-
ular maintenance, including minor rehabili-
tation in 2017, according to DLAL.

These enhancements are expected to
improve runway efficiency, optimise air-
craft movement, reduce runway occupancy
time, and further strengthen operational
reliability.
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3rd runway to be
operational at
IGIA from today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & MewDethi

THE third runway at Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGLA) will be recommissioned
on Sunday, said airport opera-
tor Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL). Runway
11R/28L has undergone com-
prehensive rehabilitation, with
all necessary regulatory ap-
provals in place.

The runway had been closed
since February 25, 2026, for re
habilitation worlk. lis reopen
ing. originally scheduled for
early July, was delayed. “The
enhancements effected are ex-
pected to improve runway effi-
ciency, optimise aircraft move-
ment, reduce runway
occupancy time and strengthen
operational reliability during
varving weather conditions,”
said DIAL.

The upgrade works was
aimed at enhancing operation
al safety, said officials.
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Kolkataairportset formoretlights,
largeraircraftin winter schedule

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 18 Seprember

Airconnectivity from Kolkata
issettoreceive aboostduring
the forthcoming winter travel
season, with airlines planning
toincrease flight capacity and
introduce larger aircraft on
key routes, NSCBI Airport
Director Vikram Singh said
on Wednesday.

Mr Singhinformed Emirates
Airlines would increase its
capacity from Kolkata, while
Akasa Airwould also expand
its operations, including flights
to Navi Mumbai.

“Emirates Airlines’ capacity
will be increased and Akasa
Airlines will also operate more
flights,” Singh said, adding
that larger aircraft would be
introduced as part of the
expansion plan.

The development comes
ahead of the 2026 winter travel
season, when airlines are
expected to enhance their
networks and deploy larger
aircraft on several important
routes. Emirates, which currently
operates direct flights between
Kolkata and Dubai International
Airport, is also preparing to
increase capacity on the Kolkata
seclor.

At present, Emirates operates
11 flights a week between
Kolkata and Dubai. While the
airline does not currently
operate direct international
services from Kolkata to
destinations other than Dubai,
passengers canconnect through
Dubai to more than 125
destinations across Europe,
the Americas, Africa, the Middle
East and other parts of the

world. The planned increase
in capacity is expected to
provide passengers fromeastem
India with greater connectivity
during the peak winter travel
period. Mr Singh announced
the launch of the “Yatri Sewa
Abhiyan 2026"at NSCBI Airport,
a 24-day passenger-centric
campaign aimed at improving
service quality, accessibility
and the overall passenger
experience.

The campaign will be
conducted at the airport from
17 September to 10 October.
According to Mr Singh, the
initiative will focus onseveral
aspects of airport operations
and passenger services, including
cleanliness, accessibility,
passenger information, safery,
amenities, digital services,
grievance redressal sustainability
and service excellence.



_ AN
CEGIEACUIER SRR BE

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 20 SEPTEMBER 2026

famm= o wret
200 AT
feeetr | 3am

=2 feeein ufaer v =
ARAR EAE F wA
AR 5 W TEE ¥F A
feeelt warearz® W @mm
200 T 1w WA =
AT F I8

feeeit & 3/ el =7 el
SER HEN FEE217 F
mqmi?’rrfﬁmﬂ?
T 9:15 9 T F4 7
ayg P oo oifEE #
aqEn, w2 oawer
TSEE = 7 Amm 200
it # o | A9 T
fem 9 93 F a9m,
THEEA A %M & T8 BH
F o w8, e T
3= Tl &1 969 %34 &
for wovay &1 ) kel



_ AN

W fAu=aws uifSrswor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

20 SEPTEMBER 2026

WEHSE &l SSHI | sIae, fehar gamar

a8 feeeh ameiemd woid W wFEm W
mEEST F1 o g oftaes di sl A
I T TEE F0E 500 WA 51 T W
AT T 9511 S A | e 9 s
3 farim wewia fen ) Pl ) 2 Aifed e
wifEa a7 it arre gy e =) S g ot
T F fo v W A A O

T WA A Wit W G w1
1 @ s W S Ao w3 e
WEHEE T8 IEAE & Sae | SEE S
v afsdl =1 wee o e Sehm ITEe
e ol o e e o
wafim el ¥ Ay foemr w1 = o # T
F wqam, feeel B o 1 an 9 o
W TR AR i R T e s T

@ita 500 TBi g WA, 3rqfEr
W UWRARA A T dg

usel ot gan o foly

TEEEE F TEEH s g sEaE .
HET T A T €S e
foret U W g W a2 A an-an
=1 | Jmr wE 200 WheEt 3 B v
izl

) F fau of ) o F weeam F e,
T 21, T 27 S UEE2 160 T3 gAeE
Frot A R =60 vemE 3 o Bomd
# 1 wern 3 Wi = ':ﬂfiturwﬁﬁm_u__



_ AN
Hog faF=gw= wifeeso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 20 SEPTEMBER 2026

F&O Strategy

Buy IndiGo
call option

A1
KS Badri Narayanan

The outlook is positive for
InterGlobe Aviation or In-
diGo (34,920). Resistances
are at 35,110 and %5,426. A
break above 5,426 can take
IndiGo to a new altitude.

Support is at I4,733. A
close below 34,506 will neg-
ate the current bull trend.
However, we expect the
uptrend to sustain.

Return -14% 5930

5530

M 5130

4730

W 4330
3030

Sep 19, 25 Sep 18, 26

F&O  pointers: In-
diGo’s September futures
closed at 34,931.50 against
the spot close of ¥4,920. The
counter witnessed unwind-
ing of open positions. The
open interest declined from
64.64 lakh shares to 60.64
lakh shares as the futures fell
from 5,120 to ¥4,931.50.
However, the premium re-
mains healthy and signals
the existence of long
positions.

Strategy: Buy 5000-call,
which closed at a premium of
44.15 on Friday. As the mar-
ket lot is 150 shares, this
would cost traders
$6,622.50, which would be
the maximum loss . That will
happen, if IndiGo fails to sus-
tain above X5,000.

Keep the stop-loss at 25
initially. Shift it to 40 if the
stock opens on a positive
note on Monday. Traders can
aim for a target of T55-60.

If the stock opens below
4,900 or above 4,930,
trades can ignore this trade.
This strategy is valid only for
this week.

Follow-up: Contrary to
our expectations, Titan
Company fell, triggering
stop-loss. Recommenda-
tions given on SBI Cards
(strangle) might have given
profit opportunities.

Mote: The recommendations are based
on technical analysis and F&O
positions. There is arisk of loss in
trading
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Domestic air traffic up 1%
in Aug but down 6% y-o-y

MUMBAI India’s domestic aviation sector posted a
modest month-on-month recovery in August, driven by
routine end-of-summer demand, though overall
volumes lagged behind last year's record levels.

Data released by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation shows domestic airlines carried 1.21 crore
passengers in August, a little over 1% higher than July's
1.20 crore. On an annual basis, traffic contracted 6%
from August 2025, when airlines handled 129 crore
passengers. Industry experts attributed the year-on-
year drop to calibrated capadty deployment, supply
chain bottlenecks, and engine groundings across
major fleets. -Dhairya Gajara
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AIRINDIA FLIGHTTO
NEPALRETURNS TO
DELHI AFTER GLITCH

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Kathmandu-
bound Air India A320 aircraft
returned to Delhi due to a sus-
pected technical issue on Satur-
day.

The airline said passengers
were flown to Kathmandu in an
alternative aircraft.

Details about the number of
passengers could not be ascer-
tained. “The crew operating
flight AI219 from Delhi to Kath-
mandu on September 19
returned to Delhi due to a sus-
pected technical issue, as per
standard operating procedure.
The flight landed safely at Delhi,
and all passengers and crew dis-
embarked,” the airline saidina
statement.

Air India also regretted the
inconvenience caused to pas-
sengers due to the unforeseen
situation.
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No salary

for 3 months,

Spicejet staff

delay 4 flights

SLALITHA @ New Delhi

SPICEJET, already strug-
gling with operational and
financial issues, encountered
a fresh issue on Saturday at
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tiomal Airport with the staff
not turning up for duty alleg-
edly due to unpaid salaries
for the past three months.

Multiple sources con-
firmed thiz development,
which resulted in four Spice-
Jet flights delaved by hours.

Three flights from Delhi to
Leh and another to Jammu
could not take off as sched-
uled, impacting over 400 fiy-
ers. The flights subsequently
departed hours later after
senior executives of the air-
line as well as airport au-
thorities convinced them to
repart for duty

A source told this newspa-
per, “The issue occurred at
Terminal 1 around 2 am when
flyers realized that the Spice-
Jet counters didn't have any
staff. Others who did not have
baggapge passed the security
checks and reached the
boarding gates only to find
staff missing there also.”

“Frantic calls made by the
senior management to the
staff to report for duty as well
as talks held by IGLA authori-
tiezs made the employvees
oblige. They reported for duty
at 5 am,"” the source said.

In a statement, a Spicejet
spokesperson said, “On Sep-
tember 19, Spicedet flights
83121, 8127 operating from
Delhi to Leh and SG2160 op
erating from Delhi to Jammu
were delayed due to opera-
tional reasons. The flights
have departed and landed at
their destinations.”

20 SEPTEMBER 2026
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After US group flags failures, pilots body
seeks wider probe into Boeing 787 systems

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 19
Dery s after a Us-based aviaton
safety group raised questions
mver the alleged recurring svs
tem failures on the Air India
Boeing 787 that crashed In
Ahmedabad last vear the Fed-
eration of Indian Pilots (FIP)
asked investigators to examme
the mirrraft's entire electrical
and technical history and issue
mterim safety recommends.

tions ifanywider risk emerges.
In aletterto the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), FIP president Capt CS
Randhawa has sought evalua-
tion of technical material sub-
mitted by the US-based Foun-
dation for Awviation Safety
(FAS), besides flagging a poss-
ble discrepancy between Boe-
ing 787 smulator testing and
the sequence of events record-
et in the preliminary repor.
The FIP has also widened

its demand for scrutiny to
the timing of deploymentof
the aircraft’s Ram Air Tur-
bine (RAT),

It said observations indicated
a possible difference from the
preliminary report’s imeline,
partcubarly m the mterval
between fuel interruption and
mvailability of RAT hydraulic
power. It has also sought an
examination of the plane's
dlectrical architectureand dec-
tronic monitoring systems.
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