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AAI COMMEMORATES
80™ INDEPENDENCE DAY
e
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The Arrports Authority of India
(AAI) commemorated the 80%
Independence Day at the Delhi
Air Traffic Services Complex.
The celebrations commenced

with the resounding mass recital
of Vande Mataram, echoing the
spirit of national unity and pride.
Vipin Kumar. [AS, Chairman,
AAL hoisted the National Flag in
the presence of Pankaj Malhotra,
Member (Finanace), Anil Kumar
Gupta, Member (Planning),
Nivedita Dubey, Member (HR).
Dr Sharad Kumar, Chief Advisor,
senior officials of AAL the Indian
Air Force and CISF, and other
officers and employees.
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Airport oustees say fix land price

PILLALAMARRI
SRINIVAS | DC
ANUKUNTA (ADILABAD),
AUG. 18

The villagers of Anuk-
unta, whose land is to be
acquired for the pro-
posed joint-user airfield
at Adilabad, insist that
the state government
first fix the price of their
lands before surveving
them. The government
has been cautioned that
this would otherwise
create panic among the
villagers.

The state government
has issued GO 36 dated

July 25, sanctioning
22.278.14 crore for devel-
opment of the joint-user
airfield in Adilabad. The
villagers seek high com.
pensation, considering
their lands as part of a
developing area as the
area is just 2 km from
Adilabad town. The vil-
lage is merged with
Adilabad municipality
and falls in ward 4.

The government plans
to acquire 2,009.23 acres,
including 1,609.23 acres
for the Indian Air Force
and 400 acres for the civil
aviation enclave, the
maintenance, repair and

overhaul (MRO) and
cargo facilities and han-
gars. Nearly 877 acres of
land, lncll.u'imu 600 agri-
culture acre, would like-

Iy be acquired in
Shivaram of Anukunta
village. The villagers

regret that theére is no
clarity vet on the price to
be offered for their lands
as revenue officlals "are
not sharing any informa-
tion® with them. “How
could we take a decision
about giving our lands
without knowing the
price,” they ask.
Revenue officials say
they will first identify

the farmers whose lands
are falling in the map
prepared for the project.
Anukunta is the village

that's mainly being
affected by the proposed
alrport.

The villagers made it
clear to the district offi-
clals that they want road
connectivity alongside
the compound wall of
the proposed airport.
Otherwise, they want
the village to be relocat-
ed in full to the nearest

place, A villager, M
Srinivas, opposed the
proposed alternative

road via Kachkanti.
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Fire at Kolkata
airport
KOLKATA: A minor
fire broke out on the
terrace of the old ATC
building at NSCBI Air-
port early Tuesday.
Airport fire brigade
personnel doused the
blaze within 30 minutes
using three fire tenders.
No injuries or major
structural damage were
reported, while flight
operations continued

uninterrupted. A probe
is underway.
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oo
IGIA stays among Top 15 busiest airports

S LALITHA @ New Delhi Transshipment ops lanta International Airport in

added for 2 destinations  the US continues to rank first
THE Indira Gandhi Interna- Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram in the world, with 10,63,02,208
tional Airport (1GIA) has been Mahan Naidu on Wednesday passengers. It has remained at

ranked the 11th busiest airport
in the world in terms of total
passenger traffic in 2025 by Al
ports Council International
{ACI), an organisation of air-
port authorities from around
the world. A total of 2,800 air-
ports across 185 countries and
territories were considered for
the analysis.

Notably, the IGIA 1s the only
airport in India to feature
among the top 15 busiest air-
ports globally, even though it
has slipped two spots from its
2024 ranking,

For three consecutive vears
from 2022 to 2024, the IGIA fea-
tured among the ACI's tap 10

busiest airports. It was ranked
ninth in 2022, slipped to 10th in
2023 and returned to ninth
place in the 2024 rankings.

For its rankings, the ACI
counts passengers arriving at
and departing from an airport,
with transit passengers count-
ed only once.,

The IGIA handled 7,81.48,081
passengers last yvear, markinga

flagged off transshipment cargo
operations at Delhi's IGIA.
Operations have been extended
to two international destinations
(London and Copenhagen) and
four domestic destinations,

0.42% increase over its 2024
passenger traffic. Passenger
traffic has been consistently
growing at the Delhi airport,
which is operated by Delhi In-
ternational Airport Limited
(DIAL), a GMR-led consortium,
Compared with 2019, the pas-
senger traffic has grown by
14%.

The Hartsfield-Jackson At-

the top for the last 27 vears, The
Dubai International Alrport
ranks second with 9.51,92.160
passengers, while Tokyo's
Haneda Airport ranks third
with 9,16,79,814 passengers.
Apart from Tokvo, two airports
in China rank above India, The
Shanghai Pudong Internation-
al Airport handled 8.49,94,548
passengers, while the
Guangzhou Baivun Interna-
tional Airport handled
B8,35,82 952 passengers.

The post-pandemic recovery,
particularly driven by the boom
in domestic passenger traffic,
has helped Delhi rank among
the world's busiest airports.
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Fire breaks out at airport’s ATC
building:

Kolkata: Panic gripped Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport in Dum Dum early on Tuesday after a
fire broke out in the Air Traffic Control (ATC) building. The
blaze was reported from the third floor of the building at
around 4 a.m, triggering an immediate response from
airport authorities and the fire brigade. Airport employees
noticed sparks coming from a portion of the third floor and
soon found the area in flames. Thick black smoke spread
across the building, creating a tense situation. A fire engine
stationed at the airport was rushed to the spot and
firefighters began efforts to bring the blaze under control.
Two more ﬁrc engines were subseguently pressed into
service. After several minutes of firefighting, the blaze was
brought under control. No major damage or casualties have
been reported, airport authorities said. Fire officials suspect
that a short circuit in decorative lights installed at the ATC
building may have triggered the fire.
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Reduction In Visibility Has Contributed To Frequent Flight Delays, Says Corresponding Author

UTejonmayama@timesofindia.com

isibility at Chennai In-

ternational Airport has

declined by about 800m

— from 5.6km in 2016 to

around 4.8km in 2024 —
as weather disturbances and urban
pollution increased. This increases
the likelihood of Mlight disruptions,
particularly during winter mornings,
a study by India Meteorological De-
partment has found.

The researchors analysed weathor
observations recorded every 30 min-
utes at the airport botween Jan 2016
and Dec 2024, They found consistont
decline in annual mean visibility, indi-
cating the doterioration was sustained
rather than a rosult of vear-to-year
Muctuations.

Nov recorded the poorest average
visibility, around 3.75km, while April
had the highest of about 6.1km. The
most severe low-visibility events oc-
curred between Dec and Feb, with Jan
recording the hishest numberof densoe
forepisodes, including oorasions when
visibility dropped below 200m. Fog
typically began forming about 2 30am,
with visibility reaching its lowest be-
tworn 6.30am and Tam, coinciding with
the morning peak in light departures
and arrivals. On average, the airport
experienced 5.2 fogpy days in Jan, 48
in Feb, 3.9 in Dec and 3.1 in March.

“This reduction in visibility has
contributed to frequent Dight delays,
particularly during early morning
hours (around 6.30-7am), when the
lowest values are typically recorded in
METAR (meteorological acrodrome
report),” corresponding author
Arkadeb Banerjoe of IMD said.

The airport handlos aroand 25 ar-
rivals and 20 departures during peak
operational hours betweon S5am and
Bam. In Jan this year, Chennai record-
ed 3,712 international aircraft move-
ments, up from 3,435 in Jan 2025 while
domestic aircraft movements fell from
10,713 to 9.551.

The study attributed the worsening
visibility to fog, mist, rainfall, high
humidity weak winds and increasinge

Airport visibility drops 800m
in 9 years, IMD study finds

STUDY IN A NUTSHELL

Trend: Visibility declined
steadily over the nine-year
period by 700m-800m —

- from roughly 5.6km in 2016

» High humnidity from the Bay of Bengal | fog and haze thicker
adds moisture to the air » Viehicle emissions, construction dust,
» Might-time cooling causes water industrial pollution and other asrosols
vapour to condense into tiny & mix with the moisture, creating haze
droplets, forming fog. usually from and further reducing visibility
around 3.30am » Air masses from other regions also
> Weak winds trap moisture and transport aerosols into city, worsening
pollutants close to the ground, making visibility during some seasons
concontrations of acrosols and pollut- nerjee said.

ants. Air-mass trajectory analysis
showed that both locally generated
pollution and asresols transporied
from other regions contribated to re-
duced visibility “Backward trajectory
analysis suggests acrosol transport
contributes to these conditions, min-
forcing the robe of local pollution and
resional atmospheric procosses. ™ Ba-

The researchers also found that
moderate low-visibility ovents have
become more common over the years,
although extremely dense fog evenis
showed a slisht lono-torm decline. Jan,
howover, continued to record the hish-
ost frequency of visibility bolow 400m
and 200m. Visibility below 1.500m is
operationally sienificant because air-

ports must report mway visual range
(RVR), which determines whether air-
craft can safely take ofT or land in poor
visibility, researchers said. “The find-
ings highlight a need for stricter air-
quality measures, improved airport
infrastructure, and adaptive opera-
tional strategies, " co-author V R Durai
said. “The riging frequency of fog ne-
cessitates strongthened RVR monitor-
ing, enhanced instrument landing ca-
pabilities, and proactive crow prepar-
odness to ensure passenger safety and
minimize cconomic losses.™

Aviation safoty expert Mohan Ran-
ganathan atiributed the decline invis-
ibility to urban pollution, dust from
rapid construction, rising tempera-
tures, shrinking green spaces and ad-
vorse weathor conditions.
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DGCA seeks doping
test of airlines crew

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) wants all airlines to
randomly test more than 25
per cent of flight crew, par-
ticularly pilots, each year for
psychoactive substances
using urine samples. The
move comes after a pilot of
Air India Al1-2379 Phuket-
Delhi flight tested positive to
drugs and has been de-ros-
tered since then till inquiry is
over. From August 13, Air
India has started full screen-
ing of all its group pilots for
any substances or medica-
tions that are not permitted
under prevailing regulations.
During the checks two pilots
tested positive for drugs. Air
India submitted these test
reports to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
which is looking into it.
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Air India Express introduces
substance use self-declaration

AVERTING DANGER. Move aimed at early intervention, strengthening safety reporting

=]
Rohit Vaid
New Dedhi

Tata Group-promoted Air
India Express has mtroduced
& voluntary self-declaration
process for emplovees bo re-
port the use, misuse, de-
ence on or abuse of pey-
Ehrgdncth'c substanl:;'ﬁ.
sources told busmessime. The
move, said sources, is of
a structured and confidential
safety reporting mechanism.
According to sources, the
imitiative has been intro-
duced inaccordance with the
Directorate General of Cril
Aviation's (DGCA) civil avi-
ation requirernents (CAR).
The current CAR encour-
agres crews to voluntarily de-
clare any psvchoactive sub-
stance use t may affect
their fitness for duty and
ghility to safely perform as-
signed responsthilities,
Accordingly, the airline
has circulated a safety ciren-
lar titled “Safety Circular 04
of 2026 - Self Declaration for

SAFE FLIGHT. Employees can make a voluntary declaration
through the airline’s safety reporting platform or through
designated e-mall addresses sums

Use of Psychoactive Sub-
stances’ among employees.

Under the eS8, Cm-
p%uyccsannuﬂi‘uimary
declaration throwgh the air-
linc's safety Tt lat-
form, ar ﬂ'li'uﬁd::%nﬂtcd
e-mail addresses.

The circular said that self-
declarations will be handled
with strict confidentiality
and shared only on a need-
to-know basis with suthor-
ised personnel identified in

the circoler. According to
sources, the objective of the
initiative is to promote
safety, employee well-being,
early intervention and rocov-
ery through a confidential
and structured reporting
process.

The initiative is not & reac-
tion to any specific incident,
and does not indicate any
specific issue within the air-
line, said sources.

Rather, they pointed out

that it i= 3 measure being po-
sitioned as a proactive safery
and well-being  initiative,
aimed at strengthening the
reporting culture and safety
governance within the air-
line. Meanwhile, industry in-
siders say other airlines may
fodlow suit.

DRUG SCANDAL

At present, the aviation in-
dustry has been rocked by a
drug scandal after the pilot-
in-command of the August 4
Air India Phuket-Delhi flight
returned a non-negative pre-
liminary screening resultina
test for psychoactive sub-
stances. As of now, the res-
ults of the secondary test
have not been  officially
confirmed.

The pilot was tested after
he commanded the Air India
flight operated on an Airbus
A3Zneo  registered  VT-
EXO. Motsbly, the aircraft
suffered a sudden loss of alti-
tude of around 300 feet dur-
ing cruise before stabilising
and landing safely in Delhi.
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NCLT set to hear
claims of lessors
against Spiceet

Cur Bureau
Hew Delbd

The National Company Law
Tribunal {NCLT) will hear
afresh seven insolvency peti-
tions filed by giroraft lessors
mrainst Spicelet. The devel-
opment comes after one of
the original litigants, Aviator
ML, withdrew its petition
following a settlement with
the airline.

The tribunal had prepared
g judgment covering eight

ItWns ageinst Spicefet.

Ptﬁtunn? I'uiiu]:i.ng the
withdrawal of the Awistor
ML petition, the judgment
could not be delivered, and
the remaining scven matters
will now bee heard afresh bya
new Bench.

‘A POSITIVE STE™
On its part, Spicelet wel-
comed the development, de-
scribing the order as a posit-
ive step towards resobving
the putstanding marters.
"We view the order as a
positive step towards resalv-

ing the outstanding matters
and remain committed to
working closely and con-
structively with our partners
to find mutually acceptable
solutions,” said a Spicelet
kesperson.

sP?I‘fu:Fajﬂin: said it re-
mained focused on rebuild-
ing its operations and restor-
ing its fleet.

“Spicelet  has  been
through a chal ing period
and is fu-rus:dkurlﬁe llFiJﬂinE
the airline, strengthening its
operations and restoring its
ﬂﬁt." said ngthl:
spokespersom.
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Campbell Wilson to join
Air New Zealand board

Mew Delhi: Outgoing Air India
Chief Executive Officer and
Managing Director Camphbeil
Wilson has been appointed as
Director on the board of Air
New Zealand, subject to
shareholder approval, the
aiine announced. Wilson has
maore than three decades of
experience in aviation, and has
praviously held maltipls senior
exeCutive positions across the
industry. He had earlier held
several senior executive roles
at Singapore Airlines,
inchuding that of Sendor
‘ice-President, Sales and
Marketing Wilson was also
the founding Chief Executive
Officar of Scoot, Singapore
Alrlines' low-cost carrier.
Further, Wilson has served as
a member of the Board of
Directors of the International

Air Transport Associabion. cus
UL
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CCI eases commitment norms;
Google, IndiGo pleas await nod

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
Panaji, 19 August

The Competition Commission of
India (CCI) has notified new com-
mitment regulations, extending
thetimeline for filing such applica-
tions from 45 davs to 60 days.

In a notification dated August
18, the CCI increased the period
available for its preliminary con-
siderationof commitment applica-
tions from seven to1sworking days
and the total rimeline from 130 to
1Bodays.

The Competition (Amend-
ment) Act, 2023 introduced Sec-
tions 48A and 488 of the Act to
create a settlement and commit-
ment mechanism that allows com-
panles facing antitrust
investigations to voluntarily offer
cortective measures or agres tocer-
tain termes to resolve cases without
prolonged litigation.

Mo commitment proposal has
vetbeen approved by the CCl since
the provision's introduction. Two
proposals currently under con-
sideration: From InterGlobe Avi-
ation, which runs IndiGo airline,
and Google. Google's application
relates to a probe Into alleged

ILLUSTRATEOM. BINAY SENHA

unfair business practices regard-
ing the listing of real money
gaming apps on the Play Store.
InterGlobe's commitment s
related to an abuse-of-dominance
investigation arising from the
widespread flight dismuptions
experienced in December 2025,

Public consultation for both
applications has been conducted
and the Commission hastotakea
final decision on the matter.

The CCI said the changes to
the commitment regulations
were based on experience gained
from implementing the frame-
work., which revealed certain

Revised regulations
® 00 raises deadlines for filing

commitment applications from
45 days to 60 days

& Preliminary consideration
period increased from 7to 15
waorking days

® Processing imeline extended
from 130 to 180 days

& Two proposals under
consideration — from
InterClobe Aviation, Goagle

administrative and procedural
issues. These related to pre-
scribed timelines, rectification of
defects in applications, and lack
of clarity over adjustment of fees
and the consequences of invalid
applications.

The CClhad invited comments
on the proposed changes from
stakeholders. Some suggested that
commitment applications should
be permitted at any stage before
submission of the Director Gen-
eral’s investigation report.

The CCL however, said allowing
commiiment applications until
submission of the investigation

report would reduce procedural
certainty, undermine the objective
of early intervention and delay the
Ingquiry process,

“The commitment mechanism
i intended to facilitate eary
market correction and promote
prompt resolution of competition
concerns while conserving the
investigative resources of both the
Commission and the Director Gen-
eral,” the CCIsaid.

The settlement and commit-
ment option kB avallable only to
those facing inquiries intoabuse of
dominant positdon. Cartels are
excinded from the mechanism.
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NCLT lets SpiceJet lessor withdraw
IBC petition, imposes X15 lakh costs

BHAVINI MISHRA
Mew Delhi, 19 August

The Delhi bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal (MCLT)
on Wednesday permitted air-
crafi lessor Aviator ML 29641
Limited to withdraw its insol-
vency plea against Spicefet
after the parties settled their dis-
pute, The tribunal. however,
direcied the parties to jointhy
pay ¥15 Iakh in costs for reach-
inga settlement after the matter
had been reserved for orders.

A special bench of Judicial
Member Mahendra Khandel-
wal and Technical Member
Anu Jagmohan Singh ordered
both sides to deposit ¥7.5lakh
each with the Prime Minister's
Mational Relief Fund within
seven days. The withdrawal
will take effect only after proof
of payment is filed before the
tribunal registry, failing which

® ¥58 64-cr plea withdrawn: NOLT allows Aviator
ML to withdraw insolvency case against Spicejet
after settlement

m F15 lakh cost: Both parties to pay 7.5 lakh each

to PM National Relief Fund

= Mo settlement terms on record: NCLT permits only
unconditional withdrawal; refuses revival clause

# 7 cases de-reserved: Other Spicejet insobvency pleas
sent to regular Bench for fresh hearing

the matter will be relisted.

The tribunal also withdrew
itsreserved orders in sevenother
insolvency petitions against
Spicelet and directed that they
be placed before the regular

bench for fresh consideration.
Thelessorhad initiated pro-
ceadings under Section 9 of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) in 2024, alleging a
defanlt of ¥58 .64 crore. The case

had been heard aloneside seven
similar petitions against the air-
line and was originally sched-
uled for judgment on Augast 17,
Before the order could be
pronounced, the parties
informed the tribunal that they
had signed a setilement agres-
ment overnight, with SpiceJet
making an initial payment of
$500,000. The matter was then
adjourned toallowthe lessorto
formally seek withdrawal.
When the parties requested
that the settlement be taken on
recond and that they be allowed
to revive the [nsolvency case if
the agreement was breached, the
bench declined. It said the
KCLT's role was confined to
insolvency proceedings and not
tosupervising private settleme-
nisand, so, Ewould allow only an
unconditiomnal withdrawal,

Mare on bisiness-standard.com
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After the plunge

Safety must be the top priority for airlines

‘The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (InGCA) and the Alrcraft Accident Investi-
eation Burean (AATR), the two institutions responsible for safety-related incidents,
should come up with a final investigation report soon on why a Phuket-Delhi Air
Indin flight suddenly dropped 300 feet, injuring many passengers and crew
members on August 4. The findings so far have revealed tao things — issues related
tovall three hydranlic systems on the Airbus A%20 plane and a captain who had con-
sumad marijuana shead of taking charge in the cockpit. The data recorder shows a
rare loss of pressure acnoss all the hydraulic systems and the flight losing all key con-
trols, including its elevators { for up/down pitch) and ailerons (for left/right moll) for
four seconds. Withoat clarity onwhat really caused the 300-foot plunge, the conjec-
ture is that the captain, who failed a dope test after the flight, may have been unable
to control the elevators and ailerons after the simultanemes faillure of the hydranlic
systema While the DGCA ks in the process of making the guidelines more stringent
forteststo detect drug and pesychoactive substance, the imvestigation should go deep
Imito the sirltaneous failure of all three hydraulic systems on the flighe.

‘The latest incident comes just & year after the fatal Boeing 787 Adr India crash,
which is yvet to find a closure with no clarity on what cansed the catastrophic accl-
dent in Ahmedabad just seconds after takeoff. On the sue of doping in particular,
there's an effort to take the tests procedures o international kevel, with Federation
of Indian Pilots President C 5 Randhawa telling the DGCA that it should be made
mandatory to test 25 per centofthe pilots on a random basis, rather than 1o percent
now. Besides the captain of the Phuket-Delhi flight, two other pilots have tested
positive. This is a serious concern and Adr India must double down on safety
Mmiasires o restore passenger tist.

Gaoing beyond the current regulatory ask, Air Indis has ordered & mandatory
one-time test fior dmes and psychoactive substances forits 5.000-plus pilots. How-
ever. ensuringthat the drive is not just on paperwill be paramount. It's also an alarm
bell for the regulator — the DGCA — tobe more vigilant sothat all airlines are com-
pliant in a foolproof manner. According to the present DGCA rules, all scheduled
airines and air-traffic controllers must randomly test at least 10 per cent of their
safpry-sensitive personnel, nchiding pilots, for psychoactive substances every year
‘These tests ame alsp mandatory after any accident or safety-related incident In
many developed countries, the mibes are much stricter and part of a regime. Inthe
United Srates, for instance, the Federal Aviation Adminkstration and the Depart-
mentof Transportation mandate airfines to randomly test a minimum of 25 per cent
of their safety-sensitive workforce, including commencial pilots, for drsgs every
year and 10 per cent foralcohol.

Amaong others. there are pre-employment tests, post-accident tests, and those
for reasonable suspicion and retwm toduty. 1fa pilot fails or refuses a test, the con-
sequences include immediate grounding, evaluation by a substance-abuwse profes-
sional, and treatment followed by unannounced followuptesting before retuming
towork In theexpanding Indian aviation sactor, which isa duopoly forall practical
purrposes, safety should be the top priority forthe companies. That mustbeaccom-
panied by International-standard regulatory oversight.
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Spicelet Case: Court
to Hear Pleas Afresh

Mew Delnl: An Indian court said
bankruptoy potitions filed by air-
craft lossars against cash-strapped
Spicedelwill beheardalresh by a
new banch, al ler Lhe zirfline reached
alast minute settlement with one
lcasar. Themowve is ascthack to
aircraft leasing companics that have
waped avears-long ballle againsl
Indias lourth-lareesl airline o
recover debts, butisareorieve for
Spice et as its existing management
willremain in controlaf thoaidine
while theinsolvency potitions arc
recansiderad. The Malional Compa-
iy Law Trinunal had prepared a
judgment covering eight patitions
againat SpiceJet, but =aid thowith-
drawial of ane of the petitions meant
Lhe ruling would have Lo bere-
virillen. —Reuters
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INDIGO BOOKING
PLATFORM HIT
BY GLITCH

l’“ INCHGO QM
WEDNESDAY
1 said it was
. experiencing
“ intermittent
s iasues with

its core reservaton
platform, as same
custorme s faced
prablems boaking tickets
and checking-in onling.
The aifline said in a past
on X that its teams were
warking with a parther
tofix the issue as soon

a2 possible,
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Aviator ML's
Spicelet plea
withdrawn:
Z15Leach
fine on both

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
HMumbal, August 19

THE MATIOMAL COMPANY
Law Tribunal (NCLT) om
Wednesday allowead aireraft
lessor Aviator ML to with-
draw its insolvency plea
against Spicejet after the two
sides reached a settlement,
providing relief 1o the eash-
strap ped airline in one ofthe
insalvency cases it faces,

Hirwever, taking strong
gxception to the manner in
which the proceedings were
condocted, the tribumal
Illqmu'-:! conts of T15Takh on
both parties. Spicelet and Aw-
ator ML have been directed to
deposit ©7.5 lakh each with
the Prime Minister's Kational
Relief Fund within seven
days, after Informing the tri-
bunal about the settlement
only when the matter had
reached the final -order stage.

The NCLT's order means
Aviator ML insolvency peti-
tlon will not [nul;-rﬁl SEven
other insolvency petitions
filed against Spicejet by air
craft lessors will now be
heardafresh by the tribiimal

ﬁ}lﬂ'r]l.-l weleomed the
order, calling it a positive
step towards resolving its
outstanding matters with
ereditors and kessors. “Spice-
et welcomes the order ofthe
Natlonal Company Law Tri
bumal {NCLT), which bas dis
posed of the petition filed by
Aviator ML as withd mwn. The
saveEn other claims will now
be heard afresh in aceor-
|:1|'|| nee I||'II||'| i‘ltl‘ III I.N.'l"l-'\..-‘lj'll"
aitine said. “We wiew the
order as a positive step
towards resolving the out-
standing mattersand remain
committed to  waorking
closely and constructively
with our pariners to find
mutually acceptable solu
tions,” it ad ded.



ﬁ%”?P&Jh?ESAlJ?FHJH1Tt(JF!FHJU&

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

MUMBA T

19 AUGUST 2026

SpicelJet flight delayed by 12 hrs

Alister Augustine

PUNE

Passengers travelling from
Pune to Delhi on a Spicelet
flight were left stranded at
Pune airport for nearly 12
hours on Tuesday after the
flight was  significantly
delayed.

SpiceJer flight SGP37 was
scheduled to depart at 5.55am
but finally took off at around
515pm. Passengers alleged
that they were made to wait
for several hours without

refreshments or clear
information about the reason
for the delay,

Santcsh, a passenger, told
The Free Press Journal, “The
flight was supposed to leave at
as5am but finally took off at
516pm. We were not given
refreshments, and no alter-
native fight was offered We
were only told that the areraft
had not arrived”

Another passenger said the
delay caused him to miss
important office meetings in
Delhi. “We were kept waiting

for hours without clear
information. We were not told
the exaat reason for the delay,”
he said.

A passenger who had
planned atrip to Delhisaid the
delay disrupted his plans, He
alleged that airline staff failed
to provide satisfactory updates
despite repeated queries, A
Pune Airport official said the
delay was related to Spicelet
and not the airport. The offi-
cial added that refreshments
for passengers were the air-
line's responsibility.
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Overhaul DGCA drug-testing rules: Pilots

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEAI

The Federation of Indian
Pilots (FIP) has urged the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to overhaul
psychoactive-substance test-
ing regulations following an
incident involving an Air
India flight earlier this month.

The pilots’ body has sought
an increase in mandatory
annual random drug testing
from 10% to at least 25% of
flight crew, oral-fluid screen-
ing alongside urine tests and
stricter  procedural safe-
guards,

The 30-page representation
follows an incident involving
Air India’s Phuket-Delhi flight
Al237, which dropped 300 ft
while cruising over Odisha.
The pllot-incommand was
found 1 be under the
influence of marijuana.

The FIP said the current
urine-based screening frame-
work was outdated given
India’s rapidly expanding avi-
ation sector. It also sought
multiple testing of pillats in a
yedar to ensure continuous
deterrence,

The federation proposed
oral-fluid testing as a comple-
mentary tool, saying collec-
tion could take about 15 min-
utes against 45 minutes for
urine samples, potendally
reducing collection time and
crew downtime by 66.7%

The FIP swessed that
detecting a substance during
preliminary screening did not
automatically establish
impairment or deliberate
misuse. “Neither urine nor
oral-fluid testing, by itself,
constinutes a direct impair-
ment test.” it said.

It sought mandatory sec-
ondary laboratory testing of

. T In, .
= HL
nor-negative samples and an
independent medical review
before any adverse regulatory
determination.

The federation also pro-
posed a 12-month controlled
pilot programme at selected
airports and airlines and a
national Check Before You
Take campaign to educate
pilots about medicines that
could impair performance or
produce non-negative results.
It also sought confidential
medication-advisory systems
for pilots.
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SpicelJet, lessor fined 215 lakh for wasting NCLT’s time

Yash Tiwari & Dipali Banka

yash.tiwari@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Debt-laden carrier Spi-
celet and aircraft lessor Aviator
ML 29641 Ltd were fined a com-
bined %15 lakh by the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
on Wednesday for informing the
tribunal about their settlement
at the last minute, after orders
had been reserved in eight insol-
vency petitions against Spicelet.

The tribunal directed SpiceJet
and Aviator ML to pay 7.5 lakh
each to the Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund.

The NCLT's special bench,
comprising judicial member

Mahendra Khandelwal and tech-
nical member Anu Jagmohan
Singh, passed the oral order on
Wednesday.

“Payment of cost of %15 lakh
payable equally by the opera-
tional creditor (Aviator ML) and
corporate debtor (SpiceJet), that
is ¥7.5 lakh each, to be deposited
in the Prime Minister National
Relief Fund, within a period of 7
days from today,” the bench said.

Taking cognizance of the
manner in which Spicelet
informed the tribunal about the
settlement on the day the order
was due to be pronounced, the
bench expressed its displeasure,
saying, “It is a fraud played with

Spicelet is facing eight
insolvency petitions. HT

the bench.”

The insolvency court had ear-
lier reserved orders in eight
insolvency petitions against the
airline. The bench said one of its
members was demitting office
on Wednesday and there was not
enough time to prepare detailed

orders. It therefore de-reserved
the matters and directed that
they be placed before the regular
bench for further consideration,

“There is no option left with
us except to de-reserve
order..matter may be placed
before the regular bench which
will consider the matter,” the
bench said.

“We view the order as a posi-
tive step towards resolving the
outstanding matters and remain
committed to working closely
and constructively with our part-
ners to find mutually acceptable
solutions,” a SpiceJet spokesper-
son told Mint.

The timing of the disclosure

angered the tribunal because the
matters had already been
reserved for pronouncement.
The bench questioned why the
development had not been com-
municated earlier.

This is not the first time the
NCLT has raised concerns over
Spicelet's insolvency proceed-
ings. Mint reported in December
2024 that the tribunal had
observed that the insolvency
forum was being used to lever-
age settlements with the airline.

Since 2023, SpiceJet has faced
more than 20 insolvency peti-
tions, although several cases
have ended in settlements with
creditors and aircraft lessors.
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Last-minute deal with lessor sets back SpicelJet insolvency case

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENNAL

A last-minute settlerment
between Spicejet and one
of its lessors has disrupted
the insolvency proceed-
ings against the airline,
with the National Compa-
ny Law Tribunal (NCLT)
de-reserving seven other
petitions against the firm
and directing that they be
placed before a different
bench for consideration.
NCLT’s special bench on
Wednesday allowed air-
craft lessor Aviator ML

29641 Ltd. to withdraw its
insolvency petition against
Spicejet but imposed 15
lakh in costs on both par-
ties for their last-minute
settlement.

A special bench of Judi-
cial Member Mahendra
Khandelwal and Technical
Member Anu Jagmohan
Singh directed Aviator ML
and Spiceet to pay 7.5
lakh each to the Prime Mi-
nister’s National Relief
Fund within seven days.

The Registry has been
directed to place the mat-
ter before the coram for

Aviator ML had filed a plea
against SpiceJet in 2024 over
alleged default of 258.64 crore.

further orders if the parties
fail to pay the costs. The
withdrawal order will take

effect only after proofl of
payment is produced be-
fore the NCLT Registry.

Aviator ML had filed an
application under Section
9 of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) in
2024 against Spicelet over
an alleged default of ¥58.64
crore.

The matter had been ar-
gued and was listed for
pronouncement on August
17 along with seven other
insolvency petitions
against the airline.

However, on the day of
pronouncement, the Tri-

bunal was informed that
the parties had executed a
settlement agreement
overnight. Spicelet was
stated to have admitted the
debt and made an initial
payment of $5,00,000.

‘No conditions’

The NCLT said it would
permit only an uncondi-
tional withdrawal of the
petition.

It declined to record the
terms of the settlement or
grant liberty to revive the
insolvency proceedings in
the event of a breach.

The Tribunal neverthe-
less permitted Aviator ML
to withdraw the petition
under Rule 8 of the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy (Ap-
plication to Adjudicating
Authority) Rules, 2016.

The NCLT expressed
disapproval of the timing
of the settlement, noting
that the matter had already
been argued and was
awaiting pronouncement.

The last-minute settle-
ment also affected seven
other insolvency petitions
against SpiceJet, which had
been reserved for orders.
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IndiGo website
hit by snag,
online bookings
& check-in hit

New Delhi: The reservation
platform of the country’s lar-
gest airline IndiGo was hit by
technical issues on Wednes-
day, affecting its online book-
ingand web check-in services.

Several people com-
plained on social media that
they were unable to make
bookings or perform web
check-ins on the IndiGo web-
site and mobile
application, and even on
some of the third-party online
travel booking portals.

The airline, which hasa
domestic market share of over
65% and operatesabout 2,200
daily flights, said that the is-
sues were intermittent and its
teams were working with the
service provider to fix them
on priority basis.

According to sourcesinthe
know, while the issues —
which they said prima facie
don’t appear to be major —
impacted the booking plat-
formservers, IndiGo’s airport
and flight operations re-
mained unaffected. ENS
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Outgoing Air
India CEO Wilson
tojoin Air New
Zealand board

New Delhi: Air New Zealand
hasappointed outgoing Air
India CEQ Campbell Wilson
asadirectoronits board.
Wilson, who has been steer-
ingloss-making Air India
and its transformation ef-
forts, will be stepping down
asCEO and MD of the airline
inSeptember. Air India had
announced his resignation
on April 7. “Former airline
executives Campbell Wil-
son and Robert McDonald
have been appointed by the
Board with effect from, and
subject to their re-election
by vote at the ASM,"” Air New
Zealand said in a regulatory
filing on Wednesday. PTI
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Indign controls more than Eb’k of India’s
domestic aviation market BEUTEHE

IndiGo reservation
platform hits snag

Wednesday it was cxperiencing intermittent

I==upes with s core reservatbon platform, as
s st ormiers Geced |||t!-11||,'|r|\.i:1 u,lkin“
thek s anel chachlng-inonline,

Theairline, which controds more than 65% of
Inddia’s domestic aviatbon murket, said in a post
o X that its teams were working with a pariner
I fix phe e as soomn as possible

T i vt debenntily e puartner o sy what bl
esutisend e disruption. Reufers journalists inat
least three lndian citbes were woable o book
lickets through the IndiGo website, which
displayed a “nodata available™ message when
they searched for Mights, Another travel
lww i wisleite said “the airdiie syslE s aie
currently experiesicing a technbeal problem,
Mlease try again in a short while™, when Rewters
tried to book a ticket. Several people
comnplained 1o the aidine on X, REUTERS

I nilia's nrgesst aidline IndiGo said on
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India expands air cargo
transshipment network

NARESH BISWANI
New Dellii, August 19

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Wednes-
day launched a transship-
ment cargo reform at the
Transshipment Excellence
Centre (TEC) at Delhi Inter-
national Airport's Termi-
nal 2, aimed at reducing
cargo transit time, han-
dling costs and congestion
by eliminating re-screen-
ing of secured transship-
ment cargo after required
security checks.

A proof of concept on
the Chennai-Delhi-Frank-
furt route has reduced
average end-to-end trans-
shipment time from 60

hiours to 20 hours, Naidu
said.

The pilot, launched on
June 20, has handled 280
MT of cargo and improved
aircraft utilisation from 75
per cent to nearly 100 per
cent.

The network has now
expanded to Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad, Mumbai and
Hyderabad as additional
domestic origin stations,
while London and Copen-
hagen have been added as
international destinations
alongside Frankfurt.

Naidu said the expan-
sion is expected to raise
Air India’s monthly cargo
traffic on these routes from
1,763 MT to 3,183 MT.
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AirIndia SATS signs MoU with CONCOR Air
Limited (wholly owned subsidiary of CONCOR) to
speed up cargo movement [rom ICD Dadrito NIA

Adr India SATS Afrport Services
Private Limited (AISATS) has
entered inte a Memorandum of
Understanding (Mol) with
CONCOR Air Limited (CAL) Lo
Lacilitate theseambessmovement
and handling of customes-cleared
transhipment (TP) cargo [rom
CONCORS Inland Container Depot (1CD) at Dadr to AISATS
Inegrated Cargo Terminal (ICT) at Noida Intemational Airport
(NIA), for onward international dispateh. The collaboration
strengthens AISATS air cargo lerminal operations at NLA by
decpening tsconnectivity withinland freight networks bringing
Logether CONCOR's inland logisties and customs-cleared cargo
handling capabilities toereate amore ellicient inegrated patbneay
[or cargo moving from inland [acilities W international
air [reight.
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RECPDCL hands over Vizag Power
Transmission Limited
REC Power Development and

Comsultimey Limited (RECPDCL), s
a wholly owned subsidiary of FoS e TN
REC Limited aMaharatna CPSU . '-1 ')
under the Ministry of Power, o

handed over Vizag Power
Transmission Limited, the
project-specilic Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV), wthe succesdlul bidder, Ms/ ‘u.i..irulr-nq.m. Solutions
Limited, on 14 Augst, 2006The SPV was handed over by Sh.
Bajkumar Sonkar, HoD(CS), BECPDCL toM e Shashank Sharma,
CBDO, Adani Energy Solutions Limited, in the presenoe of Shri
Ratnesh Kumar, GM (Engg) and other senior officials from
RECPDCL Adani Enery Solutions Limitedand Centel Transmission
Lhility oof ndia Limited
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Post Phuket flight row; pilots’ body
seeks oral-fluid test, more checks

Times News NETwonk

Mumbal: Federation of In-
dian Pilots (FIF) has written
tothe Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) see-
king introduction of oral-flu-
id testing, alongside urine-
based drug tests. It further
sugpested thatatleast 20-25%
of pilots undergo annual
random psychoactive sub-
stance testing, up from the
current minimum of 10%.
The FIP recommenda-
tion comes amid brouhaha
over the positive drug test re-
sultforan AirIndia pilot who
operated the Aug 3 Phuket to
Delhi flight. The aircraft
dropped 300 feet while flying
over Odisha, injuring 20 pas-
sengers and 4 cabin crew
members. A technical fault
intheaircraft involving a tri-
ple hydraulic failure is anot-
ber aspect under scrutiny
Citing precedents from
Australia, US and UAE, all of
which permit oral-fluid tes-
ting alongside urine testing,
FIF proposed a “risk-based
hybrid model” in which oral
fluid is used for random,
high-volume and airport-ba-
sed screening, while urine

‘Hear pilots before Al 171 report is finalised’
he Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP) has sought a personal
hearing with the investigation team before the final report

into the Air India 171 Ahmedabad accident is finalised. Inaletter

sent to the director general of the Aircraft Accident Investigation

Bureau (AAIB) Monday, FIP banked on the Supreme Court’s

assurance that the pilots’ body’s inputs would be duly

considered. On June 12 last year, an Al Boeing 787 flight from

Ahmedabad to London crashed shortly after take-off, killing 260

people. FIP has questioned various aspects of AAIB's crash

probe. FIP said it wants to present its views on simulator testing,
seguence-of-events analysis, human factors, aircraft behaviour

19 AUGUST 2026

and operational and regulatory oversight, assuring that its
objective was to provide operational and technical perspective,
and not to interfere with the independent probe.

testing is retained for longer  that can increase testing ca-
detection window or specific  pacity, reduce operational
medical requirements. disruption and facilitate ra-

It said collecting oral flu-  pid testing..."” the letter said.
id took an estimated 15 minu- As neither test measures
tes versus 45 minutes for ur-  impairment directly FIP sa-

ine, and sugeested oral-fluid
testing could cut collection

and proposed a 12-month
controlled pilot programme
before wider roll out.

increasing scale of Indian
aviation operations war-
rants consideration of addi-

tional testing methodologies

Id screening, confirmatory
testing and medical review
must precede any final deci-
slon, especially to account
for OTC drugs that may yield
non-negative results. It also
called for a mandatory sensi-
tisation programme on me-
dicines and psychoactive
substances, and a shift in the
overall regulatory philosop-
hy from punishment to edu-
cationand prevention.
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