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Centre approves development
of Kota-Bundi greenfield airport

Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Centre has approved the
development of a greenfield
airport at Kota-Bundi in Ra-
jasthan, at an estimated cost
of 1,507 crore.
Accordingly, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Af-
fairs, chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, on
Tuesday, approved the pro-
posal of the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAT) for the de-
velopment of the airport.

LAND TRANSFERRED
Under the proposal, the
State government of Ra-
jasthan has rransferred
440.06 hecrare of land to the
Airports Authority off India
for the development of the
airport.

The greenfield airport en-
visaged will be suitable for
the operation of Airbus 321-
type dircraft.

“The project inclodes con-
struction of a terminal build-
ing spanning an area of
20,000 sq m, capable of hand-
ling 1,000 peak hour passen-
gers (PHP), with an annual
capacity of 2 million passen-

Operational

mirports

Passengars

READY FOR TAKE-OFF. Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
addressing the media in New Delhi, on Tuesday

£

gers per annum (MPPA)...,
an official communique said.

Ar present, the Kota Air-
port is suitable for the opera-
tion of small aireraft such as
the DO-228.

Besides, the terminal
building spans an area of
only 400 sq m, which is cap-
able crfha.ndlmgjust 50 pas-
sengers during peak hours.

KOTAAIRPORT

“The existing airport cannot
be developed for commercial
operations due to  inad-
equate land availability and

urbanization around the air-
port,” the communique said.

Kom, simated on the
hanks of the Chambal River,
is recognised as the induos-

trial capital of Rajasthan.

In addition, Eom is
renowned as the educational
coaching hub of India.

“Kota’s prominence in

edocarional and industrial
sectors makes the greenfield
airport a critical infrastroe-
ture project, aimed at ad-
dressing the anticipared
traffic growth in the region,”
the communigue said.
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Cabinet nod
to airport at
Kota-Bundi

for 31,507 cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, August 19

THE UNION CABINET on
Tuesday cleared a proposal to
set up a new airport at Kota-
Bundi in Rajasthan at an esti-
mated cost of ¥1,507 crore.

The airport, to be com-
pletedin two years,will havean
annual passenger handling
capacityof2 millionand 1,089
acres{around 440.06 hectares)
of landis being provided freeof
cost by the Rajasthan govern-
ment forthe project.

Briefingthe mediaafterthe
Cabinet meeting,information
& broadcasting minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said the green-
field airport project at Kota-
Bundi will be funded by the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) through its internal
accruals.

Kota-Bundi constituency is
represented by Lok S5abha
Speaker Om Birla.

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, has approved the pro-
posal for developing a green
field airport at Kota-Bundi at
an estimated cost of 1,507
crore, according to an official
release.

FINANCIAL EXPRE
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Cabinet body clears
9.8K-cr projects in

Rajasthan, Odisha

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR/NEW DELHI: The Cabi-
net Committee on Economic
Affairs chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tuesday
approved the Airports Author-
ity of India's proposal to
develop a Greenfield Airport at
Kota-Bundi, Rajasthan, at an
estimated cost of 21,507 crore,
and also approved the Capital
Region Ring Road project in
Odisha for 8,307 crore.

A Press Information Bureau
(PIB) release states, Kota, situ-
ated on the banks of the Cham-
bal River, is recognised as
the industrial capital of Rajast-
han.

In addition, Kota is
renowned as the educational
coaching hub of India. The
Government of Rajasthan has
transferred 440.06 hectares of
land to Airport Authority of
India (AAI) for development of
a Greenfield Airport, suitable
for operation of the Airbus
A-321 typeaircraft.

The project includes con-
struction of a Terminal Build-
ing spanning an area of 20,000
sqm capable of handling 1000
Peak Hour Passengers (PHP)
with yearly capacity of 2 Mil-
lion Passengers Per Annum
(MPPA).

The Union Cabinet also
approved the construction of a

THE KOTA AIRPORT
IS EXPECTED TO
HANDLE 2 MILLION
PASSENGERS
ANNUALLY IN
RAJASTHAN,
WHILE THE
HIGHWAY PROJECT
WILL CUT TRAVEL
TIMES IN ODISHA

six-lane, 111-km-long access-
controlled Capital Region Ring
Road in Odisha, or Bhubanes-
war Bypass, at a total capital
cost 0f 8307.74 crore in hybrid
annuity mode.

The ring road will connect
Rameshwar with Tangi, which
is on the existing Chennai-
Kolkata national highway expe-
riencing significant congestion
due to high traffic volumes,
passing through cities of
Khordha, Bhubaneswar, and
Cuttack.

The project will provide sig-
nificant benefit to Odisha and
other eastern states by divert-
ing heavy commercial traffic
away from Cuttack, Bhubanes-
war, and Khordha and enhanc-
ing the efficiency of freight
movement, reducing logistics
cost, and driving socio-eco-
nomic growth in the region, a
PIB release said.
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2,500 international
passengers use free
Wi-Fi at airport daily

Initially, about 500 international passengers were using the facility daily,

AAI officials say, adding that the number of users increased recently

PORT CALL

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

early 2,500 interna-
Ntiﬂnal passengers

use the free Wi-Fi
facility every day at the
Chennai airport.

International passen-
gers had been, for years,
raising the need for free
Wi-Fi at the airport.

Following this, in June
this year, kiosks were in-
stalled at the international
departure and arrival halls
of the airport.

Officials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said that, initially, about
500 international passen-
gers were using it every
day, and that it had grown
to nearly 2,500 passen-

gers.
To avail themselves of
the facility, passengers

have to scan their boarding

pass and passport and ob-
tain an OTP in a voucher.
“We have fixed four free
Wi-Fi kiosks; two of them
are near boarding gate 10
in the security hold area
and near the food court of
the departure hall, and the
other two kiosks are near
the immigration area and

High demand: In June this year, kiosks were put up at the departure
and arrival halls of the airport for the free Wi-Fi facility. FILE PHOTO

To use the facility,
passengers have to
scan their boarding
pass and passport
and obtain an OTP

the baggage belt 6 at the ar-
rival hall,” an official said.
Meanwhile, some pas-
sengers expressed doubts
over the need to provide
the boarding pass and oth-
er details to use the facility.
However, AAl officials
clarified that it was inevita-
ble as it was done as per
the requirements of the
Telecom Regulatory Auth-
ority of India (TRAI).
Vasanthi K., a frequent
air passenger, said that for
everything - from making a

payment to buying a coffee
or even to book a cab, Wi-
Fi was needed.

Also, when senior citi-
zens travel alone, free Wi-
Fi becomes useful in get-
ting in touch with their fa-
mily, she said.

“Once when I travelled
alone to Mexico, | was able
to get in touch with my
husband since there was
free Wi-Fi available at the
airport. These are basic ne-
cessities. I'm glad that it
has finally come to Chen-
nai, after all these years,”
she further said.

“My daughter would
find it difficult every time
she landed in Chennai.
From now, this problem
would not persist,” she ad-
ded.
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Cabinet clears X1,507-cr
greenfield airport in
Rajasthan’s Kota-Bundi

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGLIST 19

THE CABINET Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) on
Tuesday approved a greenfield
airport at Kota-Bundi in
Rajasthan at an estimated cost of
1,507 crore. The proposed air-
port, expected to have the capac-
ity to handleup to 2 million pas-
sengers annually, will primarily
serve Kota, the state's industiial
capital and coaching centre hub,
where students from across the
country come to prepare for
competitive exams such as JEE
and NEET. It is expected to be
completed in around two years.

Kota city currently has a
small airport, which can handle
very small aircraft and only a
handful of passengers, render-
ing it unusable for regular com-
mercial operations by airlines. At
present, the nearest major air-
portto Kota is theJaipur airport,
about 250 km away.

“The existing { Kota) airport
cannot be developed for com-
mercial operations due to inad-
equate land availability and ur-
banization around the airport,”
a government statement after
the CCEA meeting said.

The new Kota-Bundi airport
airport will be built outside the
city — at a distance of 23 km
from the existing Kota airport —
and will be developed by the
Airports Authority of India AAI)
on land provided free of cost by
the Rajasthan government. The
project will be funded through
the internal accruals of the AAL

*The Government of
Rajasthan has transferred
440.06 hectares of land to AAI
for development of a Greenfield
Airport, suitable for operation
of (Airbus) A-321 type aircraft.
The project includes construc-
tion of a Terminal Building
spanning an area of 20,000 sqm
capable of handling 1,000 Peak
Hour Passengers (PHP) withan-

&TheIndianEXPRESS

I&B Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw briefs the media after the
Cabinet meeting in New Delhi, Tuesday. Tashi Tobgyal

nual capacity of 2 Million
PassengersPer Annum({MPPA),
Runway 11/29 of dimensions
3200m x 45m, Apron with 07
parking bays for A-321 typeair-
craft, two Link Taxiways, ATC
(air traffic control} cum
Technical Block, Fire Station, car
park and allied works,” the gov-
ernment said.

Withthe capability to handle
operations of A321-sized jets,
the airport will be ready for do-
mestic flights of all durations,
and even short-haul interna-
tional flights.

*Kota's prominence in edu-
cational and industrial sectors
makes the greenfield airport a
critical infrastructure project,
aimed at addressing the antici-
pated traffic growth in the re-
gion,” the government said.

The government, which has
been making efforts to increase
penetration of air travel in
unserved and under-served ar-
eas, expects the new Kotaairpont
to improve regional air connec-
tivity and promote the local
ECONOMYy.

Amidthe govemment's push
for regional air connectivity, the
number of airportsin India have
more thandoubled to 162 from
74 over the past 11 years,

Wed, 20 Hugu5t.2G25
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7

6-lane ring road in
Odisha for ¥8.3K cr
gets Cabinet nod

DHEERAJ MISHRA
MEW DELHI, AUGLST 19

THE UMION Cabinet Tuesday ap-
proved the construction of a 6-
lane 111-km access-controlled
ring road, also called
Bhubaneswar Bypass,in Odisha.
The project will be implemented
onHybrid Annuity Mode(HAM),
a variant of Public-Private part-
nership,at acost of 38 307 crore,
The6-lanering road will start
from Tangi and end at
Rameshwar on NH-16, It will by-
pass cities like Khordha,
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack,
which see heavy traffic
MNH-16is part of the Golden
Quadrilateral project and runs
along theeastern coast connect-
ing Kolkata and Chennai.
Officals said since the NH passes
through congested cities like
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar, the
ring road project was conceived
todivert heavy commercial traf-
ficawayfromthesecitiesanden-
hance the efficiency of freight

movement.
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Cabinet clears Kota

airport, Bhubaneswar
six-lane ring road

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Cabi-
net Commitiee on Economic
Affairs, chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, on Tues-
day approved two flagship
projects — a new greenfield
airpeort in Kota, Rajasthan, and
a six-lane ring road around
Bhubaneswar, Odisha — worth
Rs 9814 crore.

The first project involves
the development of a green-
field girport at Kota-Bundi in
Rajasthan, with an estimated
imvestment of Rs 1,507 crore.
To be executed by the Airpornts
Authority nﬂ.m.ﬂa lIAA.IT the

project will replace Kota's
existing small airport with a
modern facility featuring a
20,000-square-metre terminal
building and a 3.200-metre
rumway. Spread across 1,089
acres provided by the Rajasthan
government, the airport will be
capable of handling up to 2 mil-
lion passengers annually:.

Officials said the airports
strategic  location—along
the route linking Maharash-
tra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, and
Delhi—positions it as a crit-
ical hub for dir connectivity
in north and western India.

ected to be completed
within 24 months, the project is
likely 1o boost Kotas stature as
an industrial and educational
hub by attracting fresh invest-
ment, supporting local busi-
nesses, and providing easier
access for mgmm protession-
als, and towrists.

The second approval is for
o sin-lane, access-controlled
ring read in Chdisha, ni
I.llEI.:.m along Nat:irmﬂlgﬁ
way 16. With an outlay of Rs

Highlights

S EPEESINTATIVE P ]

e "Elafug
at Koto—Bundi in Rojosthan, with on estimated

investment of Rs 1,507 core

i The second approval is for o six-lone, oocess-controlled
ring rood in Odisha, spanning 111 km odong Maticnal

Highway 14

T 0 N |

8,307 crore under the Hybrid
Annuity Model (HAM), the
road will connect Rameshwar
and Tangi, easing tratfic con-
gestion in Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack. Designed for com-
pletion within two and a half
vears, the project also includes
& | 5-year operation and main-
lenance component

The ring road is projected
to increase average vehicle

ds by 60 per cent and cut

mllﬂcb}' Eh:n:]}'anc-thi:d_
It will strearnline cargo trans-

t, partic ¢ for iron are
zna; D’:hl:l mmt:.crfj?ais, reducing
Ingistics costs and improving
supply chain efficiency. Ofh-
:iipn};tcd that the Fﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁ‘({hﬂj
enhance multi-modal connec-
tivity in the rapidly expandin
E‘I':III.TIJEHE‘EWEEEII:LI:HE v:m'ri|§
dor, foster industrial growth,
and improve residents’ quality
af life by curbing urban sprawl,
lvwering pallution. and easing
trathe bottlenecks.

Both projects form of
the gcm:fn rrf:;t’s widtf:;.{lsh
to modernise infrastructure.

Since 2014, the number of
operational airports in India
has more than doubled—from
74 to 162—while annual pas-
senger traffic has jumped trom
16.8 crore to 41.2 crore. The
initiatives align with paral-
lel investments in highways,
metro networks, ports, hows-
ing, and industrial corridors,
signalling a comprehensive
approach to nation-building.
By filling critical Eaps in
transpart networks and urban
planning, the Cabinet’s deci-
sons aim to generate employ-
ment, attract investment, and
unlock new economic oppor-
tunitics. The government has
emphasised timely execution
and sustainability, underlining
its commitment to ensuring
these projects deliver long-
term benefits for regional

economies and national
growth.
The decisions reaffirm gov-

ernment’s focus on boosting
regional connectivity, decon-
gesting urban centres, and
driving economic growth.
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Hyd airport rolls
out smart kiosks

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 18

GMR Hyderabad Intern-
ational Airport Ltd
(GHIAL), part of the
GMR Aero-led consor-
tium, said it had unveiled
10 wirfual information
kiosks (VIK) and interac-
tive terminal maps at the
Shamshabad airport. The
kiosks have been insta-
lled at check-in halls, bo-
arding gates, arrivals and
baggage claim areas.
They provide passengers
with real-time flight upd-
ates, 3D navigation, emer-
gency support, Wi-Fi
access for inmternational
travellers and instant
feedback options. In addi-
tion, GHIAL has launc-

hed interactive terminal
maps on its official web-
site (www.hyderabad-
.aero), providing insights
into boarding gates, retail
zones, dining options and
essential amenities,

GHIAL CEO Pradeep
Panicker said: “As we adv-
ance towards becoming a
global aviation hub, these
intelligent kiosks and en-
hanced digital maps rep-
resent a significant step
forward in our digital tra-
nsformation agenda to
enhance passenger comnv-
enience.” On offer is a sm-
art flight management:
Real-time updates via to-
uchscreen or boarding pa-
ss scan; Wi-Fi Access pr-
oviding passport-based lo-
gin for travellers.
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RGIA rolls out
virtual kiosks,
terminal maps

Hvderabad: GMR Hydera-
bad International Airport
Ltd (GHIAL) launched vir-
tual information kiosks
(VIK) and interactive ter-
minal maps at Rajiv Gand-
hi International Airport
(RGIA). The rollout in-
cludes 10 strategically
placed kiosks across check-
in halls, boarding gates, ar-
rivals, and baggage claim
areas, offering passengers
real-time flight updates, 3D
navigation, emergency
support, Wi-Fi access for
international travellers,
and instant feedback op-
tions. Tnu
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IndianOil, Alr India ink
Mol for SAF supply

Mew Delhi: (ndian Ol

Corporation Ltd and Air India
signed a Memarandum of
Understanding on Monday for
the supply of Sustainable
&viation Fuel (SAF), ina
significant move towards
decarbonizsing the aviation
sector. The agreement was
formalised in Gurugram by
Shailesh Dhar, Executive
Director (Aviation) at IndanDil,
and P Balaji, Group Head of
Governance, Regulatory,
Compliance and Carporate
Affairs at Air India. The signing
took place in the presence of
A5 Sahney, Chairman of
IndianDil, and Campbe
Wilson, CEC of Air India. The
partnership leverages
IndianOil's recent achievernent
as the first Indian company to
receme [SCCCORSIA
certification for SAF
production at its Panipat
Refinery. The certification
walidates the firm’s ability to
produce fuel meeting glabal
standards, oun sustau
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Akasa Air completes fund
raise, onboards investors
—

Mumbai: Akasa Alr has
complered its |atest fundraising
and onboarded new investors
such as Premii invest, Claypond
Capital {investment office

of Dr Ranjan Pai) and funds
managed by 360 One Asset.
The family of late Rajesh
Jhunjhunwala, oniginal invesoor
in the airfime, has also made an
additional capital infusion
While Akasa Air did not
disclose the investment sum,
sources had earlier pagged

the figure at 1,100 crore.
Akasa Air had announced

signing of investment
agreements in February. The
Competition Commission of
india granted it's nodin April
but parmission from
government far the share sale
was recaived only recently
Akasa Air which comipleted
three years.on August 8 has
fiown 20 millicn passengers till
now. It's fleet comperises 30
Boeing 737 Max aircraft. ow

R
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10C signs pact for
supply of sustainable
aviation fuel to A-1

Indian Oil Corporation (I0C) has signed a
landmark agreement to supply sustainable
aviation fuel to Air India {A-I), representing a
slgnificant step towards a greemer and
cleaner aviation in India. [OC plans to begin
production of sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
from used cooking oll starting December this
yvear at its Panipat refinery, according to
Chairman Arvinder Singh Sahney. The
facility is expected to produce 35,000 tonne
of green fuel annually, using waste cooking
oll sourced from hotel and restaurant chaing
such as ITC and Haldiram’s. SAF = an
altemnative fuel made from non-petrolenm
feedstocks that reduces emissions from air
transportation. BTI
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Akasa Air completes fundraising,
Premyji Invest joins Jhunjhunwalas

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 19 August

Akasa Alr on Tuesday annou-
neced the completion of its stra-
tegic investment transactions,
first unveiled in February this
vear, after receiving all regula-
tory approvals. The fundraising
brings in Premyji Inwest, 360 ONE
Asset and Claypond Capital,
alongside additional capital
from the Jhunjhunwala family,
to accelerate the aifline's expan-
sion and long-term growth plans.

The transaction is estimated
at about $125 million, according
to people familiar with the
matter. Akasa said the funds will
be directed towards expanding
operations, enhancing customer
experience, and investing in
safety, reliability and advanced
technology. The airline has seta

target of becoming one of the
world's top 30 carriers by 2030,
The new investors in Akasa
include Premiji Invest, the Invest-
ment arm of Azim Premji whose
returns support the Azim Premii
Foundation; funds managed by
60 OWE Asset, a leading
wealth and asset management
firme and Claypond Capital, the
investment office of Manipal
Groupchairman Ranjan Pai. The
Jhunjhunwala family, already a
key csharcholder, has also
infused additional capital, the
airline stated.

The infusion comes against
thebackdropofwideninglosses.
Ak=asa’s standalone net loss rose

7 per cent year-on-year to
abour 31,983 crore In 2034-25
{(FY25), driven by higher
employes, maintenance, airport
and forex costs, according to

_-—‘

pecple aware of the matter. In
F¥24, its net loss had more than
doubled to ¥1.670 crore from
744 crore a year eardier. Vinay
Dube, founder and chief exe-
cutive officer of Akasa Alr, on
Tuesday said the fresh capital
would allow the airline to scale
sustainablywhile keeping custo-

mers and emplovees at the
cenire of its operations. He also
thanked Jhunjhunwala family
forits continued belief inthe air-
line, and the Ministry of Civil
Aviation for its support.

"We warmly welcome our
new investors to the Akasian
family and deeply appreciate
their confidence in our team.
Their support affirms our
vision and strengthens our abil-
ity to scale sustainably while

keeping CUSTOMLErs and
employees at the heart of our
operations,” Dube said.

When asked abour FY25
losses, an airline spokesperson
had responded in June that the
dirline remains "net cash posi-
tive™ at the operating level and

that the Ilosses are In
line with its business plan for the
foundational vears.
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10C, Air India Sign
Pact for Sustainable
Aviation Fuel Supply

New Delhi: Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) has signed a landmark agree-
ment to supply sustainable aviation
fuelto AirIndia, representingasigni-
ficant step towards a greener and cle-
aner aviation in India.

IOC plans to begin production of
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) from
used cooking oil starting December
thisyearatits Panipatrefinery,accor-
ding to chairman Arvinder Singh
Sahney. The facility is expected to
produce 35,000 tonne of green fuel an-
nually, using waste cooking oil sour-
ced from hotel and restaurant chains
suchasITCand Haldiram’s.

SAFisanalternativefuel made from
non-petroleum feedstocks that redu-
ces emissions from air transporta-
tion. It can be blended up to 50 % in
conventional aviation turbine fuel
(ATF or jetfuel), depending on availa-
bility. India has mandated 1% SAF
blending in jet fuel sold to internatio-
nal airlines from 2027. —PT1
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10C, Air India ink
pact for supply
of aviation fuel

IKCHAR CIL
CORPORATION
(193] has signed

an agreement to
supply sustainable aviation
fueltoAir Incka, IO plans to
hegln pro dl.u:h on of

ustainable aviation fuel

IS.ﬂLFI Fr:lmu sed ceoking ol
starting December this year
at it= Panipat refinery, ks
chairrman Arvnder Singh
Sahney s3id
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10C, Al ink green
aviation fuel deal

The Hindu Bureay

HYDERABAD

Days after it became the
first company in India to
receive 150 CORSIA certi
fication  for  sustainable
aviation fuel output at Pa-
nipat refinery, State-owned
oil refiner and marketeer
Indian Ofl Corporation has
entered into an Mol with
Air India for supply of SAF.
The Mo, announced by
10C on Tuesday, outlines a
commitment 0 promote
the adoption of low-carbon
fuels in aviation and contri-
bute to the transition to-
wards a more sustainable
air transport operations.
“With our I5CC CORSIA-
certified SAF from Panipat,
Indian Oil is ready to pro-
vide a sustainable fuel solu-
tlon that will help decarbo-

Wilsen and Sohney ook on o
officials sign Mol .

nise air travel, said 10C
Chairman A. 5. Sahney.

Alr India CEO Camphbell
Wilson said “Through this
Mol, Air India is commit-
ted to support the Govern-
ment of India‘s initiatives
o promaote sustainable de-
velopment in aviation sec-
tor and to further its own
sustainability  goals  w
achieve the IATA Net Zero
by 2050 targer.”
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Air Canada
ops as flight

to resume
attendants’

union ends 4-day strike

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes.com
MONTREAL/TORONTO:  Air
Canada's unionised flight

attendants reached an agree-
ment with the country’s largest
carrier on Tuesday, ending the
first strike by its cabin crew in
40 years that had upended
travel plans for hundreds of
thousands of passengers.

The strike that lasted nearly
four days had led the airline
that serves about 130,000 peo-
ple daily to withdraw its third
quarter and full-year earnings
guidance. Shares of Air Canada
rose 4% in early trading. They
have lost 14% of their value so
far this year.

The carrier said it would grad-
ually resume operations and a
full restoration may require a
week or more, while the union
said it has completed mediation
with the airline and its low-cost
affiliate Air Canada Rouge. Air
Canada said some flights will be
cancelled over the next seven to
ten days until the schedule is sta-
bilised and that customers with
cancelled flights can choose
between a refund, travel credit,

Air Canada aircraft sit parked
at Vancouver International
Airportin Richmond, British
Columbia, on Monday.

AP

or rebooking on another airline.

The flight attendants walked
off the job on Saturday after
contract talks with the carrier
failed. They had sought pay for
tasks such as boarding passen-
gers. While the details of the
negotiations were not immedi-
ately released, the union said
unpaid work was over.

The CUPE, which represents
Air Canada’s 10,400 flight
attendants, wanted to make
gains on unpaid work that go
beyond recent advances secured
by their counterparts at US car-
riers like American Airlines.
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5.7k flights cancelled
in 2025, Govt tells RS

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As many as 5,706
flights were cancelled by Indian
carriers due to regulatory issues
and geopolitical issues this year
till June 30, the civil aviation
ministry informed Rajya Sabha
on Monday.

In a written response to Con-
gress MPs Phulo Devi Netam and
Ranjeet Ranjan, Minister of State
(MoS) for civil aviation Murlid-
har Mohol revealed the airline-
wise flight cancellations and or
reschedulings in 2025, noting
that IndiGo recorded the maxi-
mum cancellations.

According to the data pro-
vided by the ministry, domestic
airlines carried 7.34% more pas-
sengers between January and
June 2025 compared to the same
period last year.

The total number of depar-
tures till June 30 stood at 356,811
for IndiGo, 161,204 for the Air
India Group (including Air India
Express), 24,447 for Akasa Air,

10,141 for Alliance Air, and 19,476
for Spicelet.

With regards to cancellations,
IndiGo was the highest at 3,274
in the first six months of the
year. The Air India Group can-
celled 1468 flights in this period,
while Akasa reported 64, Alli-
ance Air 499, and SpiceJet 401

These disruptions not only
inconvenienced passengers, but
also imposed financial strain on
carriers, the MoS said.

“Airlines incur costs due to
delays and cancellations, includ-
ing additional fuel, crew over-
time, maintenance, airport fees,
and rebooking expenses. Fur-
ther, Airlines are required to
provide refunds or compensa-
tion to passengers for cancella-
tions or significant delays,”
Mohol said in the reply.

The DGCA mandates that air-
lines provide refunds or com-
pensation under rules titled
“Facilities to be provided to pas-
sengers by airlines due to denied
boarding, cancellation of flights
and delays in flights”.
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Indian Oil to supply sustainable aviation fuel
to Air India; MoU inked to set the ball rolling

SUKALPSHARMA
KEW DELHI ALIGLIST 19

TATAGROUPairdine Air lndia and
Indsasfargest refiner and fuel e
tailer Indian Oil Corporation
(1DC] have inked a memoran-
dum ol understandirg, Lyving the
groundwark or supply of sus-
tinableaviation el (SAF) man-
ufactured by IOCo Adr India. This
& thee fird agreementbetweenan
Indian airline.and a fuel supplier
withrespect inSAF, abiofsel that
isexpected to be a key pallarof
the maation sector's decarbone-
safion effarts over the COMINE
years and decades.

The initial agreement be-
tween 10C and Air India comes
dose on the heels ol the refinerre-
Eving nter nabonalcemibica ton

Sustaimable aviation
fuelis a biofuel that is
produced from
sustainable feedstocks
and has chemistry
similar to comentional
aviation turbine fuel

for prod uiction of the sofuel from
wsed cookmg oil atits Panipat re-
finery. Although the recment s
an initial ane, executives in the
1y I'Imth'n'l'hl"'it??iﬁ‘l‘l iHorns-
Lite into a firm SAF supply pact
over the coming months

By the end of this calendar
e, 10C will have the capacity to
produce 35000 fnnes per year
of SAF lrom used cooking oil,
whichwill be sourced from large

hotel chains, restaurants, and
sweets and snacks majors like
Haldwam's, which usually discand
cookingoil afier smghe use.

10 became the first company
in India 1o recetvee the 15CC COR-
SAcertiication for SAF produc-
thon at its Panipat refinery in
Haryana IBCCCORSIA s a certili-
cation system for comp hance
with the Carbon Offsetting and
Reduction Scheme  for
Intermational Aviation (CORSIA)
criterialor SAE L is apre requisiee
for commercial SAF production,
AccondingtolOC, thecertificaton
also zets a benchmark for other
domestic refiners and industry
players o scale upSAF production

SAF isa biofuel that is pro-
duced from sustainable feed-
aocks ard has chemistry similar
o corventional aviaton turbine

feed {ATF ) or jet fuwel, which is de-
rivid lrom crude oil. This means
that existing #rcralt engines can
sy use the SAFATF bend For
instamce, Adrbusclaims that all its
aireraft are capable of (ving ona
maimum 50 per cent blend of
SAF andconventional fusl, Viadous
[l ian airlines have dreacly oper-
ated successiully a few test and
demonstration Mights using et
fusel dioped with SAF i n vanious
proportions. Accordmg toaviation
imd sty and energyexpens, SAF
aone i lkely to account for over
60 percent of the ghobal aviabon
ndustry'sdecarbonsation effoms
The year 2027 will bean im
portant one for aloption of SAF
globally with the mandatory
phase ol CORSIA kackingin
FULL REPORTON
www indianexpress.mm
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Akasa Air did not disclose details about the
guantum of funds mopped up. i

Akasa raises funds
from Premiji, others

kasa Adron Tuesday saicl it his mdsed

funds from investors, mcluding Premji

Invest and Clay pond Capital, and the
imvestments will be utilized mainly for
expanding operations.

The airtine did not disclose details about the
guantim of funds mopped up as part of the
strateric imvestment transsctions annownced in
February this vear. Ina statement, it said the
closure of the funding round follows receipt of
all recpuisite regubitony approvals.

“The investors inchude Premji Invest—a
leading global investment firm whose returms
primaribvsupport the work of Adm Premgi
Foundatinmn, funds managed by 560 0N E Assel

~a bemding et management firm and
Claypond Capital—the imvestment office of D
Hanjan Pai. abongside an sdditional capital
infusion from the Thunjhunwala family, who are
existing investorns in Akasa Air, " it said. PTI
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Akasa raises funds from

Premji Invest, others

ENS ECONDMIC BUREAU & Mo Deit

AKASA Alr announced on
Tuesday that it has raised fresh
capital from investors includ-
ing Fremjl Invest (the global
Investment arm of Azim
Premji), Claypond Capital {in-
vesiment office of Dr Ran-
Jan Pral), and 360 ONE As-
set, along with
additional capital infu-
Slon committed by the /
Jhunfhunwala famlly, 58
who are major stake \
holders in the aldine.

Thee ald ine didn't disdose
precise details about the quan
mum of funds raised during the
announcement, but sources in
dieate the amount to be ahout
$125 million. The aidine said
funds will secelorate its strate
gie mad map to mnk among top
30 airlines in the world by the

endd of this decads. These in-
vestments will be directed (o
wards expanding operations,
mmhancing tustomer experi-
enceand investing in safety, re-
liability and advanced technol
ogy added the alrline.
Commenting on transaction
closure, Vinay Dube, under
e, and CEO, Akasa Alr sald
y  “Their suppart afirms
our vision and strength-
ens our abllity to scale
sustainably while keep
ing customers and em-
ployees of the heart off our
operat lons, We remain grate-
ful to the Jhomphunwala family
for not just helping us take Night
but for thelr continued bellel in
oarr dream (o redeline air travel
in India. " Akasa Alr has a fest
of Adalroraflt and currently Dies
to 23 domest le and 5 internation-
al destinat ions
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BJP leader slams Air India poor services

PIONEER MEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Air India is once again in the
spotlight for all the wrong
reasons as former Rajya
Sabha Member and B|P
leader Dr Zafar Islam lashed
out at the national carrier
Over a seat reassignment
incident, despite having paid
extra for his preferred seat

Taking to social media
platform X (formerdy Twitter),
Dr Islam expressed frustra-
tion over being moved from
seat 10C — which he had
booked and paid for — to
seat 28D without any expla-
nation, apology, or advance
notice from the airline staff.

"Alr India's services have
declined terribly. Paid for
my seat 10C but they pushed
me to 28D without any expla-
nation, apologies or reason-
ing," he posted.

"I was on board of Air
India @airindia earlier and
never encountered such

complaints by any customer.
They need to improve ASAP."

Dr Islam’s criticism carries
additional weight due to his
pastrole as an independent
director on the airline’s
board before its 2022 priva-
tization under the Tata
Group.

His remarks point to a
widening gap between the
airline"s promises of transfor-
mation and the growing
number of customer
Zrievances.

The post has gone viral,
fuelling public debate over
Air India’s service standards
- gspecially in light of other
recent complaints from high-
profile figures. Earlier this
month, B]P spokesperson
and senior advocate |aiveer
Shergill launched a scathing
attack on the airline, sar-
castically awarding it an
“Oscar” in every category
for “worst airlines.” Citing
broken seats, rude staff, and
poor ground service, Shergill

wrote, "Fying Air India is not
a pleasant experience but
today it broke all records!”

Similarly, Union Mimister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
recently slammed Air India
after being allotted a broken
seat during a flight from
Bhopal to Delhi. He gues-
tioned the airline’s integrity
under its new management,
calling it an "unethical” prac-
tice to charge full fare while
offering substandard seating.

These back-to-back com-
plaints from senior politi-
cians are adding to public
scrutiny of the airline’s oper-
ations. Despite multiple
rounds of restructuring and
branding efforts by the Tata
Group, passenger experi-
ence continues to face criti-
cism across the board —
from economy seating issues
to premium service lapses.

Air India has yet o issue an
official response to Dr lslam's
post or the broader spate of
political backlash.
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CONSUMER PANEL FINES
ALLIANCE AIR WITH %50,000
FOR DEFICIENCY IN ERVICE

A Dethi consumer forum has impesed a €50,000 fine
on Alliance Alr Aviation Lid for deficiency in service,
saying a six-hour delay in the flight's deparnu re was
“mental torture® for passengers.District Comsumes
Desputes Redressal Commission {southwest)
comprising president Suresh Kumar Gupta and
member Harshall Kaur, was hearing a complaint

filed by two women who sought compensation due 1o
the delay in the flight's departure on June 5, 2022.1n
am arder on July 7, the forum sald, “There is nothing
on record that the defay was on account of reasans
beyand the control of the opposite party (Alliance Alr).
The delay is about six hours, and the information
about the delay was not provided to the passengers,
including the complainants.*The aldline should have
provided the passengers with refreshment, it sald.
The passengers were observed to have not even been
offered water. “There Is negligence on the part of the
oppasite party in maintaining the ainraft as an
engineering snag was allegedly detecied after the
alrcraft was pushed from its bay. The long wait

of the passengers for departure was nothing but
mental torture. There was deficiency in service ® the
forum held.
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Akasa raises 71,200 cr
from key investors

Mew Delhi: india’s youngest
airline Akasa on Tuesday sald it
has completed funding
transaction of about Rs 1,200
crore from new investors
inciuding Premji Invest, asset
management firm 360 ONE
Assel, and the imsestment office
of Ranjan Pal, Existing investor
Jhunjhunwala family has also
mfused addibonal capital. e
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MPflagsordeal

asllightaborts

take-offat
Kochiairport
NEWDELIE, AUGUST 14
Several g gers, includling
mermbers of Pudiament, faced
an unexpected delny st Kochi
wirport on Sundsy night aftera
Dellvi-bound A Tnefis Disgt
aborted ity tidee-off due 0 oa
techmieal snag

“Something was  unusus]
with this flight (AL 504 Tt just
felt e the Ngght skid on the
runwny but hosn't token off
vel Alr Indin cuncefled il and
unnounoed s ey {Tight &t 1,
which hasn't sturted binding
Ty 15 the thimd Dight which
has been ADG (aircmft on e
pround)” Hibi Eden o Con-
gress MP winte an X —TNS
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