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AIR SECURITY | Afiter 14 projects voluntarily reduced height,
DGCA ordered remaining 27 projects to reduce height in 60 days

Flight safety: Surat
collector in the dock!

FPJ News Service

SURAT

The Surat district collector, Dr
Saurabh Pardhi, is facing seri-
ous allegations of remaining
negligent in demolishing the
six  high-rise  buildings
obstructing the flight path of
the aircrafts landing at the
Surat airport in the last three
Vears.

The Directorate General of
Civil Awiation (DGCA) had
directed the demaolition of the
buildings vnder the Aircraft
Safety Rules 1994 in 2021,
However, the district collector
failed to take any action for
three years and put the safety
of aircraft operations on ten-
terhooks.

Sanjay Ezhava, an RT1activ-
ist in Surat gathered all the
relevant documents related to
the procedural action taken
by the DGCA and the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
against the high-rise buildings
obstructing the flight path of
the aircrafts in the funnel of
the Surat airport rumyay.

In the icint ohstmiction sur-

vey conducted by the Airport
Authority in 2018 in 50 pro-
jects, NOC violations were
found in 41 projects. Under
which, as per the Aircraft

Rules 1994, notices were
issued to 41 projects to reduce
the height of the building.
Out of the 41 projects, 14
projects agreed to reduce the
height of the building suo
moto (voluntarily). The DGCA
held private hearings with the
builders of all the remaining
27 projects and issued 8
orders cn August 8, 2021, 17
orders on August 9, 2021, and
2 orders on August 10, 2021,
orderinge 27 nroiects to reduce

the height of the building
within a time limit of 60 days.

The developers/builders of
2] projects filed a petition in
the Gujarat High Court
against the final order of the
DGCA (L Cellestial Dreams, 2.
Crystal Palace, 3. Horizon, 4.
Rasik Villa, 5. Salasar Palace, 6.
Samarth Enclave, 7. Shreeji
Residency, 8. Shrungar
Residency, 8. OM lcon, 10,
Shvam Falace, 11, Star Galaxy,
12. Gokul Platinum, 13. Green

Fortune, 14 7 Heaven
Apartment, 15 Empire
Regency, 16. Agam A

Crossroad, 17 Swastik Vihar
Anartment. 18. Jol v

Residency, 19 Happy Glorious,
20. The Evolution, 21. Happy
Residency.

However, the remaining six
developers/builders didi not
file any appeal in the Gujarat
High Court including (L
Florence, 2. Jash Residency, 3.
Sarjan Apartment, 4. Fionna
Apartment, 5. Ravi Ratnam
Apartment, & L & T
Apartment) . The Surat dis-
trict collector was informed
by AAI on July 27, 2022 @
demaolish the obstruction of
the six buildings.
Correspondence was
exchanged with the Surat
Municipal Corporation (SMC)
as well.

On September 16, 2022, the

Deputy Municipal
Commissioner (Urban
Development Department)

wrote a letter to the Collector
informing him that the
Airport Director had written
a letter to him demanding to
take necessary action to
remove the height of the pro-
jects that did not appeal
against the final order of the
DGCA.
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Passenger held
atairport with
6kg marijuana

Ahmedabad: A team from
the air intelligence unit
(AIU) of the Customs de-
partment on Thursday sei-
zed hydroponic marijuana
from a passenger.

Based on intel, AIU offi-
cers intercepted an Indian
national arriving from
Don Mueang in Bangkok to
Ahmedabad. Acheckof the
passenger's luggage revea-
led 24 vacuum-sealed pack-
ets containing a greenish
lumpy substance, which
tested positive for marijua-
na.

A total of 6.39kg of the
contraband was recovered,
a release by the agency sa-
id. The contraband was sei-
zed, and the passenger ar-
rested under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, therelease
added. Twn
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60 daily flights from Navi Mum
by mid-Oct: Adani Airport head

Ahmedabad: Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMILA) is likely to be inaugurated
around Sept 30, and within a fortnight opera-
tions will start with 60 daily flights, reaching
up to300insix months, Adani Group director
(airports)Jeet Adanitold TOI exclusively on
Friday. He said the demolition of T1at Mum-
bai (CSMIA) will be completed in 2029-30 on-
ce NMIA gets its second terminal, reports
Saurabh Sinha. The new T1 at CSMIA will
bhe ready by 2032. Work has started on NMIA

CM: All locals to be AC, no fare hike

*pon all suburban local trains in Mumbai wi-
11l have ‘Metro-like” AC coaches with closed
doors, CM Fadnavis told the assembly, adding
that railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw will
come to Mumbai soon and make an official an-
nouncement. Though the AC coaches will be
new and not refitted, there will be no increase
inthe local train fare, the CM added. P2

T2 and construction willbegin in6-12 months
of the new airport getting operational. He sa-
id the Adani Group has asked the Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority to consider
CSMIA and NMIA as one airport with com-
maon charges. When general aviation flights
are shifted to Navi Mumbal next year, char-
ters and business jets will continue to fly into
One of the runways at Navi Mumbai, which is ready  CSMIA but will not be allowed to park. P2
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Travel ultralight: How to pack a personal item

For those who don’t want to pay a bag fee and
need to fit everything into a tote, small duffel
bag, daypack or roomy purse, here’s how...

ELAIME GLUSAC

IONC E FLEW SPIRIT Airlines round -tripto
LasVegastrom Chicago for lessthan S 100,
Theotch: | could take onlya personalitem
thatweould fitunderthe seat in front ofme
{orehedica bagforafes) Thislessoninuktma-
light fly ingwonmeoverwith comvenience
and the joyof being unbunlensd byalot of
extra stuff, With the cheapest airfarcs
come the tightest constmints, including
limitations oncompimentary carry-on
luggage Packing light is a dhallonge com-
pounded by the personal-item limit, Pro-
wvided you're not packing for business or
speaalevents or have childrento consder,
the following ane ways to pare down your
Inad allowingyouto take advantageothar

gain fares,

Choose a bag that fits: The definition
of a pesonal item vades. While most air-
limes agree it should fit under the seatin
front of you, many don't specfy dimen
sions, Those that do st maximum sizes
have slight hwarying bmits. Personalitenis
can be totes, backpacks orsmall duffels.
Wheeeled cases that only fit in overhead
comparments are prohibited. A New
Zealand- based author, Katherine Leamy,
writesabout travellinglight inherblog The
% Kilo Traveller; She prefers a lish bweight
backpack that can doubleas ahiking bag.

Don't pack exclusdons: Sepamte from
their personal items, passengerscanbring
o things such as coats or jackets, a neck
pillerw and food, sovourin-flight sandwich
fromanairportgrab-and- go counterdoes-
o't have tobe stashed. The luggage com -

B

pany Travelprootiorsalist of Remsyoucan
take onboard, including reading material,
thatdo not count toward your pemsonal-
iberm Bt If you try to take a cross-body
sling and a badkpack, you are techmically
crrying two personal items, you maybe
asked toconsolidate bagsorchedeane.

Wear bulky items: "On the plane, |
always wear nwy heavier stuff] sald james
Lilla,a Chicago-based travel adviser and the
owmerof Ot B About Holidays whohasn't
chedked a bag in 1 5 years and has made
many topswith just a pesonal fhem. For
him, airplane attre means pants and

20 JULY 2025

bulkier shoes —never shorts and flip-flops
- and ajacket or zip-up hoodic that works
forday ornight.

Edit yourward robe: Buikd your travel
wardmobearound cothingmadewithfab-
rics that don’t require as mudh washing,
stich as merino wool,or are quick to dry
whenwashed in ahotel snk, such asbam-
boo, Rolldo thes mther than fold them.and
use packing cubes or plastic stor-
age bags to comipress airoutof
the items, which allows you
tofit more knto a bag."Pack
Hems you can wear as
many times as possible,”
said Sally French,a travel
expert with the personal
fimince site MNerdWallet
and the host of its Sman
Travel podeasi She takesblack
flats that don't take up much
spaceand canbe casual or formal

The'10/§10rule’ When you'ne padk
ing, there’s always the "maybe I'll need it™
pile that might cude an umbrella
or an extra T-shirt. Resist taking any item
that you aren't sum you need and
consider purchasing it on vour trip if the
need arises. French follows what she calls
the " 1005 10 rule”

FOLD THEM, AND USE

BAGS TO COMPRESS
AR DUT OF
THE ITEMS

"If you can acquire a fust-in-case item
for less than 510 i Jess than 10 minutes,
dontpackit,"said French " It sthe bestway
toavoid overpacking.”

Try dry toBetries: You can fiywithlig-
uiidl toibet s that fit inaquart-size bag but
salic version slike bar shampooand tabled
toothpa ste can reduce bulk and weight.
“Solid bars are gold forcamy-on tavallers,”
said Leanny, who takes bars of sham-
oo, conditioner, moisturiserand
deodorant only in amounts
that she knemwes she will useon
agiven trip.“Theytakeall the

stressoutofcomplyingwith
the 3-1- 1 males”™
Embrace the Hmita-
tions: Another upside to
paciking less means worrying
less about your belongings."For
me. travelling lght just feels mome
free, less physical baggageand definitely
less mental baggage, too,” Lilla, the travel
agent, said. Therearealeo practical advan-
tages to camylng less freight. *1 find so
much svingsindol lars and anxiety going
carry-on oily, French said, noting the case
of taking public transit with a personal
item and the safety of blending in rather
than standing out.as a tourist. —HYT
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Reporting on Air India crash
speculative, premature: NTSB

BLOOMBERG
My 19

THE HEAD OF the U S National
Imansportation Safety Board
=2id it's too soon todmawocondu
sions about what cansed the
deadly crash of an AlrIndia jet-
liner follkwing mports that the
captain of the plane likely
moved switchesthat control the
flonw of fuel totheengines,
“Imvestigations of this mag:

ndtuche take time,” NT 58 chalr
fennifer Homendysaid Fridayin
a post to X She clled recent
media reports "premature and
speculatiee, without providing
anyspecificsonwhatexactly she

JEHHIFER HOMEMNDY,
l:,:1 AR PERSOM, NTSR
Investigations
of this
magnitude 4 »

take time ff'

was refeming to. Investigators,
led by India's Afrcraft Accident
Investigntion Bumau (AALE)
withtheassistanceof the NTSE,

have been piecing together evi
dence to determine what caused
AlrIndia Flight 171 tocmsh on
fune 12, g 260 people
AMB and Air [ndia CED
Campbell Wilson have also
urged the public not o draw
conclusions while the Pl'ﬂhl— iz
ongoing. It can take a year —
sometimes longer — forauthor
itiesto release afinalreport lay
ing out the probable canseof an
acdden tand recommendations
fior avolding future tragedies, A
preliminary report released by
the AA IR found two fuelcontmol
switches on the Boeing Co, TE7
Dreamliner were moved to a
"outoff” position immediately

afterthe aircraft ified off, stary-
Ing the engines af fuel While the
miove was reversed about 10
seconds later, it wastoo late to
avert the cash. A cockpitvoice
recording from the aircraft
revealed that one pilot — since
identifled 1!!}' H.rmrJrle'rx and
other outlets as First Officer
Chve Kumder - asked theother,
CaptainSumert Sabharwal why
he moved the swvitches, towhich
the latter replied hedidn't. How
the switches came to be tumed
off are the key ines of inguiny

Ottigals are probng
whether it could be the result of
human action ora failure of the
plane’s gystems



A

HIad fAa=aaa uifsrso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

HARI BHUMI DELHI 20 JULY 2025

g ammmﬁlam‘s’lm aTediel URIeIC & &l Uallel
ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%mwﬁﬁ WA ShI HITed, AT Wi Bl el
o s VAU vt & B o s

SETETERE i 3l dlail wierail 3 et Ruliear & fore #1e #iorl ot ey SN e Lot M Ui
faum mﬂ’#éﬁ%ﬁ%@% & 9 21 ameelle] URTee JE (QwanEd) & seag dow iy IR €IS (SeicieE) of [l Blad W
e @ wmw Rt 2 e > 670 il T 9% 1 21 570 G ] 1S 31 3 o o 1 59
b i HIel &b Iore a1 81 aler e oloier 3ie daed &l dist Sicirdan @i 2ft | SeicTRE Bl 3
I W S (CPSER) o ey . cpaneted o v oo & et aem @ s eary SO B A a1 1 5 IR 3
A ST SRR IR AT ifeen b gpes ot a-ane T o reenrs RO & 171 geican R aferr #ifsm Rud we
afet e e iR Taed  aweaw & et a1 @ forany B o g e g 21 9 Uea 3R Jicdd etk el 21 gl
FFEN T TSR 534 FT URIcTE]! & ufeeaT &b aislie ol onRvig e gg 21 S5 U9l @l Gifa 3 e ook 8l



AN
"o f[aa=g= wifteo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDU DELHI 20 JULY 2025

Reports on Al
plane crash
premature,
says NTSB

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The U.S. National Tran-
sportation Safety Board
(NTSB) Chairwoman, Jen-
nifer Homendy, has said
the Board will continue to
support the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) investigation into
the Air India plane crash,
and that reports about the
incident are premature
and speculative.

On June 12, Air India’s
Boeing 787-8 aircraft from
Ahmedabad to London
Gatwick crashed into a
building soon after take-
off, killing 260 people. Out
of the 242 people onboard,
one passenger survived.

On July 12, the AAIB re-
leased its preliminary re-
port into the fatal crash.
“Recent media reports on
the Air India 171 crash are
premature and specula-
tive. India’s Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
just released its prelimin-
ary report. Investigations
of this magnitude take
time,” Ms. Homendy said
in a post on X.

Ms. Homendy also said
that NTSB fully supports
AAIB’s public appeal and
will continue to support its
ongoing probe.

“All investigative ques-
tions should be addressed
to the AAIB,” she said on
Saturday.
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What has prel]mmary crash report revealed?

What happened to the engines of Al 171 that went down in Ahmedabad? Why is the spotlight on

the fuel control switches? What has the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau cautioned against?

Why are pilot bodies upset that the initial report ignores ‘systemic vulnerabilities’ in the aircraft?

Murali N. Krishnaswamy

The story so far:
eaks in the western media with specific
details about technical aspects and
‘human intervention’ relating to the
crash of Air India flight AI 171 have led
to a written appeal by the Director-General of
India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), Ministry of Civil Aviation, Government of
India, to await the publication of the final
investigation report. The leaks came days before
the release of the AAIB’s preliminary report on
July 12, a month after the air accident at
Ahmedabad on June 12.

What else has the AAIB’s appeal said? What
are the other reactions?

The letter, dated July 17 and signed by GV.G.
Yugandhar, Director-General, AAIB, said that the
AAIB works in accordance with the Aircraft
(Investigation of Accidents and Incidents) Rules
2017, and is responsible for fulfilling the
obligations of the Government of India towards
the International Civil Aviation Organization
Annex 13. It highlighted “its flawless record in
the investigation of 92 accidents and 111 serious
incidents since its inception in 2012”. The
statement drew attention to certain sections of
the international media repeatedly attempting to
draw conclusions through selective and
unverified reporting and called such actions
irresponsible. It added that the AAIB’s
investigation and preliminary report are to
provide information about “what” happened,
and that the final report would come out with
root causes and recommendations.

On July 18, in a statement on X, the U.S.
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)
Chairwoman Jennifer L. Homendy said that
“recent media reports on the Air India 171 crash
are premature and speculative...”, ending with

‘The Boeing
systems
record and
(ransmit
real-time
diagnostics’

Questions lmger' The aircraft wreckage currently housed at the Ahmedabad
airport premises. VIJAY SONEJI

“investigations of this magnitude take time. We
fully support the AAIB’s public appeal...”

Days before the AAIB released a 15-page
preliminary report, aviation news service The
Air Current had a report on July 8. It said “Air
India crash investigation focuses on movement
of engine fuel control switches” with a blurb
that “data from the Dreamliner’s black box
points investigators towards improper,
inadvertent or intentional pilot actions”. On July
10, the Wall Street Journal (WSJ) had a report,
“Air India probe Puts Early Focus on Pilots’
Actions and Plane’s Fuel Switches”. Again, on
July 17, the WSJ had an exclusive report titled
“New Details in Air India Crash Probe Shift
Focus to Senior Pilot”. On July 18, an Italian
daily, the Corriere della Sera (founded in 1876),
published a report which claimed it had more
details from the cockpit voice recorder (CVR).

The reports in the western media have led to
a pushback by Indian pilot bodies. A media
report has said that the Federation of Indian
Pilots would “pursue all legal remedies available
for defamation, mental anguish and reputational
harm”. The International Federation of Air Line
Pilots” Associations also cautioned against hasty
conclusions published by the media and social
media based on the preliminary report.

What has the preliminary report said?

The report has focused on the “engine 1 and
engine 2 fuel cutoff switches having transitioned
from Run to Cutoff position, one after another
with a time gap of one second”, resulting in the
fuel supply cutting off. There is also one
sentence which says that in the “cockpit voice
recording, one of the pilots is heard asking the
other why did he cutoff. The other pilot
responded that he did not do so.” The report has
a picture of the aircraft with its Ram Air Turbine
— which is at the heart of an aircraft’s emergency
power system — having deployed during the
initial climb.

The engine 1 fuel cutoff switch then
transitioned from Cutoff to Run about 10
seconds after the cutoff, leading to a thrust
recovery. Four seconds later, a similar
transitioning for the engine 2 fuel switch led to
the full authority digital engine control of each
engine automatically managing a relight and
thrust recovery sequence. One of the pilots then
transmitted a Mayday call.

The report has said that it has no
recommended actions concerning the aircraft
type, the engine (GE’s GEnx-1B70/P2), and the
manufacturers — this has drawn criticism from
pilot bodies for ignoring ‘systemic
vulnerabilities’.

The heart of the mystery now lies in the

actions around the manual fuel selector
switches.

Captain Matthew Buckley, a former U.S. Navy
fighter pilot and a former first officer at FedEx
and American Airlines, has told The Hindu that
the Boeing 787 is a data-linked, highly
networked aircraft, with its critical flight systems
— especially fuel management — digitally and
physically isolated. Even though the aircraft uses
Ethernet-style backbone systems for many
avionics functions, the fuel selector switches
themselves are mechanical-electrical hybrids
that cannot be remotely accessed or altered
from outside. He adds that had there been any
software anomaly, Boeing and the engine
manufacturer would have detected it through
Aircraft Health Monitoring Systems. These
systems record and transmit real-time
diagnostics, he said.

He said that the Boeing 787 has centralised
electronic systems and data streaming to ground
systems in real time. If there was an
engine-related issue, the engine manufacturer
would know instantly, as diagnostic updates
would be sent during flight.

What are the safety checks being done by
airlines?

Last month, on June 13, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) directed Air India to
carry out additional safety inspections on its
Boeing 787-8 and 787-9 fleet. Professor Guy
Gratton, Associate Professor of Aviation and the
Environment, Faculty of Engineering and
Applied Science at Cranfield University, UK., has
told The Hindu that these imply enhanced
checks of the electrical, hydraulic and/or
propulsion systems.

The DGCA has also issued a directive (with
inspection reports by July 21, 2025) to check the
locking mechanism of the fuel control switches
on the Boeing 737 and 787. A number of airlines
have carried out precautionary checks of the
fuel selector switches in their Boeing 787 fleets.
This also flows from an advisory by the U.S.
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in 2018 of
the ‘potential for disengagement of the fuel
control switch locking feature’ on several Boeing
aircraft families. Separately, Indian pilot bodies
have urged extensive checks of the 787’s engine
control systems.

Can there be a better investigation?
In an interview with Singapore’s media on July
16, while commenting on the AAIB’s preliminary
report, International Air Transport Association
chief Willie Walsh said that there is a strong
argument to be made for video recorders to be
installed in aircraft flight decks to help accident
investigators. This revives an almost 25-year-old
debate on the issue between the NTSB and the
FAA.

The final line is that there needs to be a fair
and transparent investigation with irrefutable
findings. And this could take time.
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Nearly half of technical
posts in DGCA vacant

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s aviation
safety regulator is operating with
a little over 50% of its technical
strength, with just 553 officials
overseeing operations in one of
the world’s fastest-growing avi-
ation markets, according to an
internal document reviewed by
HT. The regulator’s sweeping
remit includes airline opera-
tions oversight to airport certi-
fication, with the technical
posts crucial from safety per-
spective — these teams are
tasked to carry out airworthi-
ness assessments and opera-
tional surveillance.

According to documents seen
by HT, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
48% of its 1,063 technical posts
vacant, hampering its ability to
enforce regulations and con-
duct safety audits effectively in
the world’s third-largest avia-
tion market. Of these, 400 posts
were sanctioned and added in
2022 but remain to be filled.

The staffing shortage comes
at a time of close scrutiny of
Indian aviation safety following
the crash of Air India Flight 171
crash that killed 260 people in

continued on-10
l 5 InwrIve

Among the issues raised in
the reference are whether deci-
sions of governors and the Pres-
ident under Articles 200 and 201
can be judicially reviewed
before a law takes effect;
whether courts can direct or
substitute the President or gov-
ernor’s discretion using Article
142; and whether constitutional
immunity under Article 361 pre-
cludes such review altogether.

Another critical question per-
tains to whether disputes of this
nature should only be adjudi-
cated under Article 131 of the
Constitution, which governs
disputes between states and the
Union, or whether the Supreme
Court can resolve them through
writ jurisdiction or otherwise.
The reference also asks whether
the governor is constitutionally
bound to act on the aid and
advice of the state’s council of
ministers while exercising dis-
cretion under Article 200.

DGCA VACANCIES

June. The sector has been
booming, with India becoming
the third largest domestic mar-
ket after the US and China post
the pandemic.

The regulator’s technical
posts vacant include flight oper-
ations inspectors, who oversee
airline safety compliance, air-
worthiness officers who ensure
aircraft meet safety standards,
air safety officers who investi-
gate incidents, and aeronautical
engineers who provide technical
oversight. Chief flight operations
inspectors (FOI) and senior FOIs
lead these critical safety func-
tions. The crisis extends to sen-
ior leadership levels. Currently,
all 18 deputy director general
posts in DGCA are vacant—some
for over five years. “The last pro-
motions for some of the posts
were filled three years ago. This
delay is affecting not just current
operations but also the next tier
of leadership,” said a former
DGCA official on condition of
anonymity. Of the vacant deputy
director general (DDG) posts, six
are from the airworthiness
directorate, six from operations,
two from air safety and four
from other directorates includ-
ing flying training and regula-
tion information.

The former official quoted
above added that the vacancies
have a cascading effect. “Since
DDG posts are empty, there’s no
one eligible for promotion to
joint director general (JDG) post,
which requires at least three
years of DDG experience,” he
added. The regulator at present
has one vacant JDG post and “if

'I'H'IEtRISIS :

= of total 1063 posts addedi
technical | 2022 remain
posts vacant: unfilled

Regulator’s crew shortage

general postsvacant =

* 1outof 5joint director ©
general posts vacant

WHAT TECHNICAL STAFF DOES

« Flight operations inspectors: Monitor airline safety compliance

«» Airworthiness officers: Oversee aircraft safety standards

» Air safety officers: Conduct incident investigation

« Aeronautical engineers: Carry out technical oversight

Reporting on Al crash
premature: NTSB chief

NEW DELHI: The US National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) chairwoman Jennifer
Homendy has said the board
will continue to support the
AAIB's investigation into the Air
India plane crash, and that
reports about the incident are
premature and speculative.
“Recent media reports on the
Air India 171 crash are premature
l"“b IA j I h

the backlog continues, we risk
having a stage with no JDG offi-
cers in the coming years,” he
added.

Aformer bureaucrat stressed
on the sweeping nature of the
regulator’s work. “These officers
are required in safety oversight
in their respective areas, grant
approval as assigned to them
and contribute to policy mak-
ing,” said this person, asking not
to be named. “If you remove one
link, it no more remains a chain
to bind any organisation. It’s like
removing all DCPs from Delhi
police and then thinking that it
can function with commission-
ers and inspectors.”

“The shortage of staff not only
impacts safety but also the effi-
ciency of the country’s aviation
regulator,” said another former
bureaucrat, asking not to be
named. “The DGCA is under-
manned and requires more spe-
cialists.” These issues were dis-
cussed at a July 9 meeting on
civil aviation safety by the Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and Culture.

Despite repeated attempts,
the DGCA did not respond to
queries, The ministry of civil avi-
ation did not respond to requests
for a comment.

The second former DGCA offi-
cial cited above added that the
problem has existed for years
due to “slow recruitment proce-
dures and lack of budget,” call-
ing the shortage of trained per-
sonnel a major concern.

The staffing crisis affects the
regulator’s core functions at a
time when India is attempting to
improve its International Civil
Aviation Organization safety
rankings. Despite being the third
largest domestic market by vol-
ume, the country ranks 48, albeit
an improvement from 102 in
2018.

In other countries, regulators
work with far larger workforces.
The US FAA employs 46,170 peo-
ple, although 14,000 of these are
air traffic controllers, while the
UK's Civil Aviation Authority has
about 1,000-1,100 staff. The
DGCA relies on around 70 con-
tract consultants to bridge gaps,
although it does not employ air
traffic controllers (unlike the
FAA), who are on rolls of the
Airports Authority of India.

Former joint director general
JS Rawat said the government
needs to attract qualified person-
nel from industry by making pay
competitive with market stan-
dards.

“With the rate at which Indian
aviation is growing, it is essential
to keep up the pace. Manpower

Accident Investigation Bureau
just released its preliminary
report. Investigations of this
magnitude take time,” Homendy
said in a statement posted on X.
The comments come days after
AAIB said it is too early to draw
any “definite conclusions” on
what led to the crash, as the
probe is still on, and urged every-
one to refrain from spreading

shortages lead to delays in the
functioning of the regulator,
such as granting airline approv-
als and conducting checks,” he
added.

Parliamentary discussions
also touched on the DGCA’s lack
of independence. The regulator
functions as a statutory body
under the ministry of civil avia-
tion with limited financial and
staffing powers.

In contrast, the FAA has mod-
erate autonomy under the US
Department of Transportation,
while the UK's CAA and EU’s
EASA operate as highly autono-
mous entities.

“This lack of independence
impacts DGCA's ability to make
swift policy decisions and allo-
cate resources effectively,” said
an official aware of the discus-
sions, “Considering the country’s
growth trajectory, it's not just
autonomy but also a long-term
plan that is essential. The gov-
ernment must come up with a
forward-looking  strategy,
including a structure that sup-
ports the sector's growth over
the next 30 years,” the official
concluded.

INDIA-U.S.-TRADE
negotiators “cannot commit
beyond their mandate irrespec-
tive of the US tariff threats,”
maintaining that any agreement
must be “balanced, long-term,
strategic and mutually benefi-
cial.”

Negotiations are being held on
the basis of two formally agreed
frameworks — one is the joint
statement of February 13 that
proposed a Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA) by the fall of 2025,
and the second is the terms of ref-
erence (TORs) agreed between
the two parties on April 21 during
US Vice-President JD Vance's
India visit, this person added.

“Like America, India is also a
vibrant democracy where the
people’s will is supreme,” said a
second person, speaking anony-
mously. “While certain subsist-
ence sectors still need protection
from global competition to save
the livelihood of millions of poor,
there are some sensitive sectors
that have legal protection in the
national interest.”

The first person cited above
said the "best-case scenario”
would be finalising an interim
goods-only deal before August 1,
but emphasised that India would
not accept asymmetrical
arrangements like the one with
Indonesia, where “the US got
zero-duty access, butimposed a
19% additional tariff on Indone-
sian goods.” Bilateral deals are
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Reports on Al plane crash premature;
fully support AAIB probe: NTSB chief

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The US National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) Chairwoman Jennifer
Homendy has said the board
will continue to support the
AAIB's investigation into the Air
India plane crash, and that
reports about the incident are
premature and speculative.

On Junel2, Air India’s Boeing
787-8 aircraft en route from
Ahmedabad to London Gatwick
crashed into a building soon
after takeoff, killing 260 people,
including 19 people on the
ground. Out of the 242 people
onboard, one passenger sur-
vived.

On July 12, the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) released its preliminary
report into the fatal crash.

“Recent media reports on the
Air India 171 crash are prema-
ture and speculative. India’s
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau just released its prelimi-
nary report. Investigations of
this magnitude take time,”
Homendy said in a statement
posted on X.

The comments come days after
AAIB said it is too early to draw
any “definite conclusions” on
what led to the crash, as the probe
is still on, and urged everyone to
refrain from spreading prema-
ture narratives.

Homendy also said that NTSB
fully supports AAIB's public

a Gujarat building soon after

take-off on June 13. REUTERS
appeal and will continue to sup-
port its ongoing investigation.

“All investigative questions
should beaddressed to the AAIB,”
she said in the post on Saturday.

There are reports suggesting
that pilot error led to the crash of
the Air India plane - VT-ANB -~
operating the flight AT171,

The statement following
AAIB’s public appeal issued on
Thursday noting a strong appeal
to the public and media, raising
concerns about “selective and
unverified reporting” by certain
international outlets in the after-
math of the crash.

The AAIB cautioned against
drawing premature conclusions
or circulating unverified informa-
tion which could undermine the
investigation, and reaffirmed that
the investigation into the Air
India crash is being conducted in
a “rigorous and most professional
manner in accordance with the
AAIB Rules and international
protocols.”

Report: Uttarakhand
copter crashed during
emergency landing

Amit Bathla
letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau's (AAIB)
preliminary report into the May 8
helicopter crash in Uttarkashi dis-
trict of Uttarakhand revealed that
the accident was caused by an
overhead fibre cable that struck
the helicopter's main rotor blade
during emergency landing.

The Bell 407 helicopter, oper-
ated by Aerotrans Services Pvt Ltd,
was en route from Kharsailiin the
Yamunotri Dham to Jhala helipad
in Gangotri Dham when it
plunged into a gorge about 200-
250 metres deep in the Gangnani
area of the district, killing six peo-
ple and grievously injuring
another onboard. According to the
AAIBreport, released on Saturday,
the chopper was airborne for
about 20 minutes before it began
descending from its cruising alti-
tude.

Pilot Robin Singh (59), who had
6,160 hours of flying experience,
attempted to make an emergency
landing on the Uttarkashi-Gang-
otri road near Gangnani. How-
ever, during the landing, the chop-
per's main rotor blade hit an over-

head fibre cable running parallel
to the road, leading to the crash.

“The aircraft failed to land and
subsequently tumbled down the
hillside, eventually coming to rest
againsta tree roughly 250 feet into
a gorge,” the report said.

The report states that the US's
National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) and Canada’s Trans-
portation Safety Board (TSB),
Canada have appointed official
representatives and technical
advisors to assist with the investi-
gation of the crash.

“The investigation team is
working closely with them to
decide the next steps needed to
find out the exact cause of the
crash.”

The AAIB also made public its
interim report on another inci-
dent, involving a two-seater
Cessna 152 that crashed in Meh-
sana’s Ucharpi village on March 31
during a training sortie, leaving
the trainee pilot seriouslyinjured.
According to the report, the
Cessna 152, manufactured in 1984,
had undergone a scheduled
inspection just a day prior to the
crash.

With inputs from Snehashish Roy
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US regulator backs India
probe, flags ‘premature
and speculative’ reports

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 18

LS MATIONAL Transportation
Safety Board (MNI5H) chwel
fennifer Homendy has termed
recent media reports on the
probable ciuse of the crashof Air
Inselia flight A6 TT1 as "premature
and speculagyve”, and suppomed
the recent public appeal ssued
by India's Alrcralt Accident
Investigation Bureao [AAIB)
againg speculation anund the

angoing air crash mvestigation,
Homendy's comments ocome
close on the heelsol reports by a
fewe LIS -based publ icathons sug-
gesting thatdeliberaie action by
one of the pilots wasmaost likely
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

e US regulator backs India probe

the cause of the crash inwhich
260 persons perished—241 of the
242 people on board, and 190on
the ground,

“Recent media reports on the
Air India 171 crash are premature
and speculative, India's Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau just
released its preliminary report.
Investigations of this magnitude
take time. We fully support the
AAIB's public appeal, which was
released Thursday, and will con-
tinue to support its ongoing inves-
tigation. All investigative ques-
tions should be addressed to the
AAIB," the NTSBchief said ina
statement.

Drawing from the Cockpit
Voice Recorder data, the AAIB pre-
liminary report ofuly 12 said that
one of the pilots asked the other
why he cut off the fuel, to which
the other pilot responded saying
he did not. The 15-page prelimi-
nary report, however, did not
identify which pilot said what,and
neither diditinclude the full tran-
scriptofthe OVR recording

Days later, in aJuly 17 news re-
port, theWall Street Joumal iden-
tified whichof the two pilots said
what in the conversation, basing
it on “people amiliar with US of-
ficials’ early assessment of evi-
dence uncovered in the crash in-
vestigation™. It said NTSB
chairwoman Homendy “has
sought to listen to the recording
herself”, quoting people familiar
withthe matter,

Responding tothis WS] report,
the Federation of Indian Pilots,
which has around 5,500 pilots as
members, said it was considering
taking legal action against the
newspaper. “We strongly object
to the targeting of the pilots de-
spite the preliminary report not
mentioning pilot error or action.
Theyare maligning the pilots. We
are contemplating legal action
and will be consulting our
lawyers,” CS Randhawa had told
The Indian Expiess.

AAIB Director General GVG
Yugandhar too in a statement
urged the publicand themediato
“refrain from spreading prema-
ture narratives” around the ongo-
ing investigation. He also said that
sections of the international me-

$The IndianEXPRESS

diaare “repeatedly attempting to
draw conclusions through selec-
tive and unverified reporting”, and
termed it “irresponsible.

After the AAIB preliminary re-
port, at least two pilot bodies —
the Indian Commercial Filots
Assodation (ICPA),and the Airline
Pilots' Assodationof India{ ALPA-
I}- flagged insinuation against the
pilots withoutany proof. "We are
deeply disturbed by speculative
narratives. .. particularly the reck-
less and unfounded insinuation of
pilot suicide. .. Thereis absolutely
no basis for such a claim at this
stage, and invoking suchaserious
allegation based onincomplete or
preliminary information is not
only irresponsible—itis deeply in-
sensitive to the individuals and
families involved,” the ICPA had
said after the AAIB published its
preliminary report onJuly 12

Investigatorsarealsolearntto
be probing if software snags could
have resultedinthecrash. Inare-
port published on July 16, The
Indian Express had said that in-
vestigators were closely studying
snags that cropped upinthe elec-
trical and software components
of theaircraft which could possi-
bly have triggered “un-com-
manded” actions. *...we cannot
overlook the possibility of a sys-
tem error that resulted in theun-
explained transition,” an official
awareof the probe had said.

In his statement, AAIB chief
Yugandhar said the preliminary
reportonly attempts to only pro-
vide information on what hap-
pened inthe crash, and that itis
too early to arrive at any definite
conclusions,adding that the final
report will contain the root causes
of the crash. Hisstatement came
at a ume when speculation is rife
over the probable causes of the ac-
cident—the worst aviation disas-
ter involving an Indian airline in
four decades.

“While the accident of this di-
mension hasdrawn publicatten-
tonand shodk, however, it needs
to be appreciated that this is not
the time to aeate public anxiety
or angst towards the safety of
Indian Aviation Industry, particu-
larly on the basis of unfounded
facts,” Yugandhar said.

Sun, 20 July
https://epap
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KEY QUESTION: DIDELECTRIC FIRE IN TAIL OCCUR DUE TO COMPONENT FAULT

Al crash: Probe looks for vital clues of : /Al crash: Probe looks for vital clues of
- electric malfunction in tail wreckage

electric malfunctlon in tail wreckage

=

Auxiliary Power o  explosionand fuel fire which  port said. The audio recovered gered incorrect datatothe ECU  EngineControl Unit (the brain of
5 | had charred the rest of theair-  from this, induding the crash  {Engine Control Unit) of the  the aircraft) to trigger “uncom-
Unit in tail intact, y | craft body. event, was two hours long, flight to cut off fuel supply..The  manded" actions. "Both engines
while the rear § The officials said compo- The officials said theaircrafts  APUalsomadeanautologicstart  of the flight were starved of fuel
black box suffered d nents located inthe tail have tail suffered the expected crash  after fuel supply transitioned  within secondsof being airborne
extensive damage - | beenidentifiedand safelystored impact when it made contact  back to ‘Run’ from 'Cut-off, andquickly began todecelerate..
e at alocation in Ahmedabad. with the hostel mess building.  which indicates it had beenon  The electrical signal of transition
- "Theyhold the key foradetailed  But this was not the rare kindof  during thetake-offto have more  tofuelcut-off mode, recorded in
ADITI RAJA n  analysisof a possible malfunc- damagewhere theaftEAFR{rear  thrust during take-off ona hot  theflightdata, is at the centre of
el s | tionin theelectricsupplyofthe  black box) should have been  dayin Ahmedabad.."the official  the probe, which is why FADEC
INVESTIGATORS PROEING the  The June 12 crash in Ahmedabad killed 260 people. e e aircraftduringliftoff”anofficial damaged beyond salvage, they  said. actions are crucial. By design,
june 12 Atrindia Al 1771 cliacien told The Indian Express. said. Itis “pertinent” thattherear  FADEC reacts to cascading mal-
are closely examining the Boeing i ¥ " 2 . . .
Dreamliner wreckage which — International ~ Airport  in  Gined ectric fre” but restricted k The two black boxes |[_I'1E'E[]E_i to be P_thEd if the hlﬂ[_k box, ‘Elll.]l'lg with I.I'l_E fl.ll'l[:l] on indata input by Ing_ger—
:‘:!'!.h '}:f-ll f'_l'f: - ?r!:-'léﬁmm M'LT;:*;:L"E'- R L -;llf*':;*%rﬁltrlm;:ﬂ'f - p electric fireinthetailwasdue to  Stabilizer Position Transducer,is  ing fuel cutoff to protect engines
uﬂtfhc”;.;;l?;‘,,i'mmjtt; mu,uwﬁ[&nm;ﬁﬁn. tw:ﬂd A e |,1.-g.:';:'y a the clues thE},l" hold a fault that originated in one of  locatedinthe tail, along with the  in compromised system condi-
lift-odl from Rumway 230f the  nage or tailassembly of theair-  unaffected by the post-crash it The aft Enhanced Airborne  the flight components when it APU."When the aircraftisonthe  tions,” the official said.
ke Yaulhhhs Fe. GEIFSCREDSEOTE CUNINARD PGS s  Flight Recorders (EAFR) or the  beganrolling fortake-off orwas  ground, APU batteries start the
I-  rear black box found from the it purely a fire following theim-  APU generators. The APU gener- What caused the
e rooftopof theB] Medical College  pact... The firewas contained in  ator powers the two generators ~ death of flight
x  hostelmessbuildingonJune 13 the tail section, which, despite  on each of the two engines to attendant in the rear
S  hadsuffered extersive internal  being embedded in Building A start the engines. Once in flight,
thermal damage, the officials  (hostel mess), did not spread to  APU's two generators are sec- The state of the body of the
y | said the structure orits electrical  ondary power for the flight or  flight attendant found 72 hours
d The July 12 preliminary re-  framewark,” the official said. used forin-cabin power,"theof-  from the B] Medical College
if port of the Aircraft Accident N . ficial said. building after the crash in the
. Investigation Bureau, an office Find “’_'g akey in Recalling that APU malfunc-  crew dedk area of the rear fuse-
d under the Ministry of Civil the tail tions had led to a brief ground-  lage also points to the cause of
F  Aviation, pointed tothis andsaid Besides the rear black box, ingofthe 787 series Dreamliner  her death. “It was not caused by
data from this “could not be  the Auxiliary Power Unit (APU)  fleetin 2013, the officials said, the explosion and fire like the
o downloaded through conven-  located in thetail aswellasthe  the fleet was pressed backinto  other passengers whose bodies
r tional means”. When it was transducers and ruddersofthe  service when the FAA (Federal were charred beyond recogni-
ir openedtoinspect thememory plane are being examined, the Aviation Administration)ap- tion. She did have some burns,
~  card, the "damage was exten-  officials said. The investigators  proved the new design of APU  which were from the fire from
e | sive", have recoveredtheAPUfromits  battery. “The component is the aircraft's electrical system
n Incontrast, theforward EAFR ~ compartmentinan “intactcon-  among the significant partsbe-  that was brought under control
t  orthefrontblackbox, wasfound  dition”, the preliminary report  ing examined now, This aircraft  when the fire-tenders arrived.
it “burntand coveredinsoot”"from  had said. Itiscritical toinvesti-  was pressed into service the  But she was identified through
1t  the charred wreckage debrison  gatetheelectricalfire,especially  same year after the FAA ap-  herclothes...” he said.
n  June 16, and the AAIB was able  since the crew of the previous  proved the new design,” the of- An official of the Gujarat gov-
- | toretrievedatafromthis, there-  flight Al-423 from Delhi to ficial said. ernment, who was involved in
5  portsaid. Ahmedabad had logged a Pilot The testimony of the lone  the post-crash response, told this
According to the officials, Defect Report for astatus mes-  survivorViswashkumarRamesh  newspaper that the body was
e boththeblackboxesare housed sage “STAB PO5S XDCR" about“flickering cabinlights”  found in a highly decomposed
- inside mbust, anti-corrosion ma-  (Stabilizer Position Transducer—  also supports the possibility of  state with post-mortem burn in-
- | terial casing to withstand high  asensorlocated inthetail)inthe  electric malfunction, with sys-  juries. "The flight attendant in
r | temperatures or impact, While technical log. This was trou-  tems switching between the  the rear of the plane likely died
| the rear black box relies onthe bleshooted by the Aircraft mainpower, badi-upgenerator, due to impact injuries. She
d aircraft’'s main electrical system  Maintenance Engineer in  andattempted relightofsystems  would have been seated in the
for power, thefront bladk boxhas ~ Ahmedabad before clearing the  within a few seconds, the offi-  brace position and was partially
y | anindependent battery toen-  flight for Al-171 at 1215 pmon  cials said. affected by the fire in that sec-
- | sureitcontinues recordingeven  June 12, OnJuly17, The IndianExpress  tion. Her body was highly de-
a in case of power shut down. “Any malfunctionof theelec-  had reported that the investiga-  composed due to lapse of ime
d FHightdatadownloaded fromthe trical systemthatoriginatedbe-  tors were examining the history  and the extinguishing agents
-~  front black box contained “ap-  fore the flight became airborne  oftechnicalsnagsandthe possi-  used to put out the fire after the
i-  proximately 49 hours of flight  could have led to disruption of  bilityofsystemmalfunctionthat  crash. Fragments of her uniform
dataand 6 flights, including the  interconnected flight sensors  can impact the FADEC's (Full  saree, made of a synthetic blend,
e | eventflight” the preliminaryre-  and, in a cascading effect, trig-  AuthorityDigital Engine Control)  were visible for identification.”
5

$The IndianEXPRESS ;! .0

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77785@74
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Uttarkashi copter crash:
AAIB says roter hit cable
during emergency landing

EXPRESS ME'WS SERVICE & hew Delbe

THE preliminary investigntion into the helicop-
ter crash in Uttarnkhand's Uttarkashl on May &
has revealed that the main rotor blade of the -
dated chopper struck an overhead libre eable
while attempting an emergency landing, “The
aireraf filed to land and subsequently tumbled
down the hillside, eventually coming to rest
against a tree roughly 250 feet into agorge.” reads
the prellm inary probe report by the Alreraft Ae-
cident Invest igation Buréeau {AATB).

The Bell 407 helicopter was en route from
Eharsall {Yamunotr) to Jhals (Gangotr]) when 1t
wenl down near Gangnani area, killing all six ped-
pe on board, The crash occurred after the S5-year-
old pilot, with over 6,100 Oying hours, atempted
an emergency land ing on Uttarkashi-Gangotri
roagd following a fall from cruising altitude,

The main rotor struck o fibre-optic cable run
ning parallel to the road, causing the alneraft to
Iose control and plinge into a gorge, the intitial
probe report snid

The AAIB noted that international agencles,
the US National Transportation Safety Board
and Transportation Safety Board. Conada, have
appointed represent o ives and technical advisors
o assist with the probe: “The investigation team
is working closely with them to decide the next
steps to Ond out the exact couse of the crash.”

Scrutiny
o Agency
The reconds
obtained from
stakeholders
are currently
being
sorutinised, the
ANMB said,
adding, varbous
BEENCiEs an
working in
tandem to
ascertain the
caise of crash,

Panel to
draft SOP

Amid mounting

safety contams,

the State has
w0t up & panel
chalred by
home secretary
Shaibesh
Bagaudi to draft
SOP for

helicop tet
operations.

20 JULY 2025

Don'’t speculate, probe on:
US transport body chief on
Ahmedabad crash report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i New Dot

THE U'§ National Transpor ta-
tion Safety Board (TS H) chair
Jennifer Homendy has cau-
tioned against premature con-
clusions in the ongolng investl
gation Into the June 12 crash of
Adr India Flight 171, fallowing
media reports suggesting pilot
ermr invaving fued switches
“Investigations of this
magnitude take time,”
Homendy posted on X @

on Friday, ealling the BE_ _

reporis “premature
and speculative.” She
did not name any publi-
cation or provide specil-
ies on what exactly she was
referring to, butl warned that
drawing conclusions at this
stage would be “misguided.”
The Boeing 787 Dreamliner
crashed on June 12, moments
after takeofl, kKilling all bt one
persan on board. The Investiga-
tion, led by India's At Ac-
cident Imvestigation Bureau
{AAIB) with assistance (rom

the NTSH, 1sstill In proghess,
Accarding to the AAIH's pre
limimary Andings, twofuel con
trol switches were ot to the
"eutall™ positlon shortly after
liltolT starving both engines of
fuel. slthough the switches
were returned to thelr normal
position within 10 seconds, the
aircraft lost thrust and crashed
before it could recover
The cockpit voice recaorder
» captured a key exchonge
S where First Offlcer Clive
Kunder is heand asking
Captain Sumeet Sab-
harwal why the fual
switches were moved.
Sabharwal reportedly re-
sponded, “Ldidn't"
Investlgators am examining
il the switches were moved ac-
cidentally, intentionally, or due
to a technical malfunction. 5o
far, no mechanical defects have
been found in the alrcraft
Alr Indis and the AAIR have
also urged the public and me-
dia to avoid speculation while
the investigation continues,
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Extending sup port to the Adr-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureou (AME), which is micuir-
ing into the deadly Air Indias
plane crash in Ahmedabad,
the US National Trans porta-
tion Safety Board (NTSE) has
urged the media and public
to wait for the final report,
say ing “investigationsof this
magnitude take time”.

The NTSB, a US federal
agency tasked with investi-
goting aviation and major
transporiation incidents,
termed the recent media
reports on the AlI71 Lon-
don-hound flight meeting
with theaccident last month,
as "premature and specula-
tve

“India"s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau just
relmsedits prefiminary report
Investigations of this mag

nitude take time. We fully
suppon the AAIR's public
.-tﬂpn.-ul. which was released
Ihursday, and will continue
o support its ongoing inves -
tigation.” NTSHChairwoman
Jenmifer Homendy said in a
state ment posted on X.

All investigativeque stions
should be addressed to the
AAIB, he add ed.

DELHI

Earlier, , the AALB had cau-
tinned against “ select ive and
unverified reporting”, calling
such coverage " imesponsible
and potentinlly damaging to
the probe’'s integrity”.

The Wall Street Joumal
(WS[) re portedthat a cockpit
recording of dialogue between
the two pilots of the il-fated
Alr India Qkght, that crashed

Mediareportson AAIB’s preliminary findings
onAl crash premature, speculative: US body

lasimonth, purportedlyindi-
catesthe optain cut the flow
offuel tothe plane's engines.

“It has come (o ouraten-
tion that certaimn sections of
the imernational media are
repeatedly attempting to
drw conclusions through
selective and unverified
reporting,” said AAIR in o
stalement.

"Such actions are irre-
sponsible, especially while
the investigntion remains
ongoing. We urpe both the
public and the media io
mfmin from spreading pre-
maiure namratives that dsk
undermining the integrity of
the investigative process,”
the investigating agency
added. Meamwhile, the Fed-
erationof Indian Pilows (FIP)
objected to the exc lusion of
pilsot representatives from
the AAB team, and called
for a thorough probe before
"nssipning blame".

At the outset. we would
like to register our dissntis-
factionwith the exclusion of
pilot representatives from
the investigation process,
Assigning blame before a
thorough, transparent, and
dit a-driven investigation is
hoth prematre and irre-
sponsible,” the FIP szid in
an official statement
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US's NTSB calls western - Almost daily, reports in the West come out with

media reports on Al crash
‘premature, speculative’

- ports in the western media
that have squarely blamed
AlNT] captain for switching off
fuiel supply to the doomed Alr
India Dreamliner leading to its
June 12 erash, Ameriean Natho-
nal Transportation Safety Bo-
ard (NTSB) has now termed
those articles “premature and
speculative”.
In a statement, NTSB chair-
woman Jennifer Homendy sa-

b Pilots’ body sends legal
notices to WSJ, Reuters, P 16

l sollowing a barrage of re-

Chopper pilot tried NH
landing: AAIB on crash

r I *he helicopter carrving pil-
grims from Gangotri that
erashed near Gangnant n Ut-
tarkashi on May 8, killing six
people, was attempting to land
on NH-# when its rotor blade
struck an overhead fibre cable,
AAlBsaidinits preliminary re-
port released Saturday It was
unable to land amd tumbled
thovwn the hillside, it said. e

i = India’s Alrerall Aceident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
just released its proliminary re
port. Inwvestigations of this
magnitude take time. We fully
support AAIBs public appeal,
which was released Thursday
and will continue to support its
ongoing investigation. All in-

vestigative questions should be
addressed to AAIR.” Role of so-
M overseas agencies involved
in the probe has come under the
lens as they have copies of re-
cordings of comversations ex-
tracted from ALLT1 cockpit, v

kAlmost daily, P 16

alleged details of crash that are yet to be denied

» Continued from P 1

A merican Mational
I,"_\ Transportation Safety
1 X Board (NTSB) appeal
comes after AAIB on Thurs-
day called out “irresponsible”
drawing of “conclusions
through selective and unveri-
fied reporting”. The bureau
had issued thisstatementafter
WS in its latest report on the
issue said, “...captain turned
offt switches that controlled
fuel lowing to the plane's two
engines” accidentally ordelib-
erately. So far only the prelimi-
nary probe report has been re-
leased and detailed investiga-
tions are under way.

Almost every day, reports
in the western mediacome out
wunth raranrte that havo alloond

details of the crash, which the
Indian authorities like AAIB
are yet todeny. The prelimina-
v report had identified that
first officer Clive Kunder was
the pilot flying the doomed Al
171 while Captain Sumeet Sab-
harwal was the pilot monitor-
ing. The confusion partially
stems from AAIBR's prelim re-
portwhich did notcontain any
cockpit voice recorder (tran-
seript) and a solitary indirect
quote from the same, “0One of
the pilots is heard asking the
other why did he cutoff. The
other pilot responded that he
did not do s0,” says the AAIB
report without identifying
which pilot said what,

An Italian newspaper has

now cited the CVR with time
afamne A tranelatian af thic

latest in a series of reports
coming from the West amid
radio silence from author-
ities in India reads:

“At 13:38:39, the aircraft
lifts off. At 13:38:42, the en-
pines are starved of fuel
while the plane is climbing at
180 knots (333 km/h).

At 13:38:44, a microphone
attached to the first officer’'s
seat records him  saving
inshock:

“Why did vou shut off the
engines?”

One second later, the cap-
tain's microphone picks upa
vague: “Ididn'tdoit.”

Kunder isn't convineced
and repeats the question for
another six seconds.

While Kunder is piloting

tho 16t the cantain 1@ o1,

posed to be monitoring.

Kunder’s hands were on
the voke and his mind fo-
cused on airspeed, heading,
and pitch.

Even if he didn't see it, he
almost certainly knew the
captain had moved the
switches: the sound of the
levers being flipped down is
unmistakable, confirmed by
multiple pilots.”

TOI has not been able inde-
pendently verify whether the
contents of this Italian media
report are correct or not,

Pilots and aviation ex-
perts in India have blamed
the AIB report for raising
more questions than it an-
swers and they have also
slammed the reports in the
wrisetor T el 19



AN
"I faa=gw= ey

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 20 JULY 2025

IndiGo flights
to four metros
from Hindon

Abhiay By At findis com

diharinhad: A 6.55am fouch
ehirini W ek e start of In
difie's flight operations from

1A kil
pflight o

wiver, refurn flights on the
Maienbad poaibe will nog apra
1 iturdays. Flights from
bail will operae dal

n Dights will skip
fur il

i v ¥ an
Sunifays. Chemnai Qights will
aperbe gix daye 0 weok
excluding Saturdays



Corporate Communications Directorate

AN
"o f[Aa=ge= wifssson

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

20 JULY 2025

Ahd crash: Pilots’ body sends notices

‘Reports Not Based On Facts,
Have Sought An Explanation’

Mumbai: The Federation of
Indian Pilots (FIP) president,
Captain CS Randhawa on Sat-
urday called out Wall Street
Journal and Reuters, accus-
Ing them of not basing their
reports on factual content
while highlighting Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bu-
reau’s (AAIB) preliminary
reporton AI-171 plane crash.
Captain CS Randhawa’s
strong remark followed the
FIP’s initiation of legal ac-
tion through a formal notice
to The Wall Street Journal
and Reuters. They have also
sought an official apology.
“Iwould totally blame Wall
Street Journal for misleading
the public, they come out with
thelir own conclusions. Are
they the investigative body?
They are not the investigative
body, and the reports are not

based on any factual content,
which is mentioned in the
preliminary report. So, how
can they jump to conclusions
and give press statements
around the world?” he told.
Randhawa said FIP has is-
sued a legal notice asking
them to issue a statement in
the press, giving an explana-
tion of their reportage of the
AAIB preliminary reports.
“We strongly condemn it,
and we’ve also issued legal
notices to the Wall Street
Journaland Reuters. We have
clearly said that how can you
jump to these conclusions
which are not part of the pre-
liminary report of the AAIB?
How can you blame the pi-
lots? So we have asked for an
explanation and have asked
that you give a statement to
the press,” he said, adding,

Wreckage of Al-171 after the crash

“And if they don’t do it, then
we'll see further action.”
National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) chairwo-
man Jennifer Homendy, in a
statement, urged public and
media to await official findin-
gs by the AAIB, which is lead-
ing the probe into the crash in-
cident, before drawing a con-
clusion based on the prelimi-
nary investigative report. ani

o foreign media
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Phuket-bound Al
flight returns to
Hyd after takeoff

Hyderabad: An Air India
Expressflight bound for Phu-
ket, Thailand, returned to
the Hyderabad airport less
than half an hour after take-
off due to a technical snag.
The ailrcraft was carrying
more than 100 people, includ-
Ing passengers and the crew,
reports Sunny Baski.

The Boeing aircraft, operat-
ing as IX 110, had already expe-
rienced a 20-minutedelay atthe
airport. Originally scheduled
for a 6.20am departure, the
flight took off at 6.40am but re-
turned by 6.57am. The aircraft
had reached an altitude be-
tween 5,000and 10,000 feet when
crew identified the snag. GMR
authorities told TOI that Air
India arranged for an alterna-
tive flight for passengers which
reached Phuketat11l.45am.

Exactly a month ago,
a Tirupati-bound Spicejet
flight from Hyderabad had
faced a similar situation.
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I'bad-Phuket
Al flight returns
due to snag

HYDERARAL, [LLY 15
An Adr India Express Might
(X 110} from Hyderabad to
Phuket on Saturday returmed
lo its ongin shorily afler |
ek aff chue to technical snig
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport sources said.

The aircrafl, Boeing T17
Mix B, which was carrving
08 pas =gt lonnded s fisly
back at §.57 mm. they snid

Tne of owr Oights
retirnisd o Hyvderabad
shortly after takeoff due toa
technical isswe. The orew
elected to return oul of an
abundanee of coution,” an
Adr Tndia Express spolmsper
son said in 4 stutement.

An alernative sircraft was
arrangiesl, and the fhght has
gince  deparied,  Refresh
ments were provided ‘to
puests durmg the delbyy, the
officeal further said

We memt the noomven
ienre v sed and reiterate thal
salfety refmans oL o oty

N overy aspect of our opera
thore, ™ # aclelesd, The Bight toalke
oot §.40 om but Ianded back
i few minutes after il took off
from Hyderabad Alrpart. It
took off again ot 126 pm for

Phuket. Thailand. —PTI
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