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Week on, key recoveries done,
debris to be shifted to AAI site

Neha LM Tripathi
and Maulik Pathak

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHIVAHMEDABAD: Exactly
one week after India’s deadliest
air crash in three decades, offi-
cials said they have completed
key recovery work at the Ahmed-
abad crash site and are now
focusing on accessing the black
boxes to determine what caused
the Boeing Dreamliner o plunge
into a medical hostel moments
after take-off, killing 241 of 242
people aboard and several more
on the ground.

The aviation ministry said on
Thursday that “key recovery
work, including site documenta-
tion and evidence collection, has
been completed, and further
analysis is now underway” at
the site by the Aircraft Accident

victim of the Air India crash, as aplane takes offin Ahmedabad. a»

Investigation Bureau (AAIB).
“The decision regarding the
location for decoding the flight
recorders will be taken by the
AAIB after due assessment of all
technical, safety, and security

considerations,” the ministry
stated, as it addressed specula-
tion about whether the black
boxes would be sent overseas
for analysis.

continuedon-=15

RULES TO REGULATE
STRUCTURES NEAR
AIRPORTS ISSUED

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
has issued draft rules to regu-
late and remove obstructions
such as buildings and trees that
interfere with aircraft opera-
tions around airports, The draft
Aircraft (Demolition of Obstruc-
tions Caused by Buildings and
Trees, etc) Rules, 2025, released
on Wednesday, empower the
Director General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) to act against any
structure violating height
restrictions specified in govern-
ment notifications. P8
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Both sets of flight recorders
from the Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner have been recovered - the
first combined Digital Flight
Data Recorder (DFDR) and
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR)
unit was found on June 13, with
the second set was located on
June 16. The B787 aircraft
model carries two black box
sets — one under the cockpit and
the other in the tail section -- as
standard.

According to a police official
aware of the probe, the debris
will soon be moved to a site
near the Gujarat State Aviation
Infrastructure Company Lim-
ited (GUJSAIL) office near the
airport, on land owned by the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI).

“Experts will attempt to
reconstruct sections of the air-
craft at that site to assist in the
inquiry. All electronic compo-
nents recovered from the
wreckage will be handed over
to the Forensic Science Labora-
tory for detailed examination,”
the official said.

Ahmedabad police commis-
sioner GS Malik said “recon-
structed parts of the aircraft
will be examined to determine
what led to the crash. The black
box will be analysed as part of
this process”.

The debris removal and
transportation process typically
involves careful cataloguing
and preservation of aircraft
components that could provide
crucial evidence about the
crash sequence. Investigators
must maintain a strict chain of
custody for all materials, with
larger structural components
often moved to specialised facil-
ities where they can be recon-
structed to understand the air-
craft’s final moments. Critical
components like engines and
control surfaces undergo
detailed metallurgical and
mechanical analysis to identify
any failures or anomalies that
may have contributed to the
accident.

The statement of the lone
survivor, Vishwash Kumar, has
also been recorded, according
to Malik. Viswash recounted to
HT that shortly after take-off,
he heard a loud sound and felt
the aircraft lurch, moments
before the crash.

According to an official of the
Airports Authority of India
(AATI), CISF personnel stationed
near the emergency exit close to
the Instrument Landing System
(ILS) area on the runway heard

a loud sound as the aircraft
took off.

The investigation involves
multiple agencies, with teams
from the US National Transpor-
tation Safety Board (NTSB) and
Boeing assisting the AAIB
under International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation (ICAQ) proto-
cols. A separate committee
headed by the home secretary
and involving civil aviation
ministry officials was also
announced to look into larger
questions about regulations
and safety standards in the aft-
ermath of the crash.

As on Thursday, 215 victims
have been identified through
DNA matching, with 198 bodies
handed over to their families so
far, the Ahmedabad civil hospi-
tal said. The victims included
149 Indians, 32 British citizens,
seven Portuguese nationals,
and one Canadian.

The crash has had significant
operational impact on Air
India, which announced a 15%
reduction in international wide-
body services.

Enhanced surveillance
checks ordered by the DGCA on
Air India’s Boeing 787 fleet
found no issues in 26 out of 33
aircraft inspected.

As an added precaution, Air
India will also undertake
enhanced safety checks on its
Boeing 777 fleet.

The airline said flights will
therefore be reduced on 16
international routes and sus-
pended on 3 overseas destina-
tions between June 21 and July
15,

Services will be suspended
on Delhi-Nairobi, Amritsar-
London (Gatwick) and Goa
(Mopa)-London (Gatwick) till
July 15,

The curtailments include 16
international routes connecting
cities in North America,
Europe, Australia and the far
East.

IRAN-ISRAEL

evening, Iranian media reported
air defences engaging “hostile tar-
gets” in northern Tehran.

Israel’'s sweeping campaign of
airstrikes aims to do more than
destroy Iran’s nuclear centrifuges
and missile capabilities. It seeks to
shatter the foundations of
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei's
government and leave it near col-
lapse, Israeli, Western and
regional officials said.

Netanyahu wants Iran weak-
ened enough to be forced into fun-
damental concessions on perma-
nently abandoning its nuclear
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Flyers have to wait till August to access

second pick-up point for cabs at airport

It will be available after the plaza and landsca

ning work, which took off in 2023, is completed; the work has already missed several deadlines, with

the latest being July-end; passengers arriving at the airport’s Tl Terminal now have to walk for 400 metres, and then take an elevator to get a cab

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar

CHENNAI
ir passengers must
A endure exhausting

walks at Chennai
airport till August, as the
second pick-up point
planned for easy boarding
of cabs has been delayed
yet again.

The plaza and landscap-
ing work took off in 2023
on a large plot opposite the
T1 Domestic Terminal with
the aim of providing visi-
tors and arriving passen-
gers a place to relax for a
brief period before exiting
the airport.

It was scheduled to be
completed by October
2024. But the work has
missed multiple deadlines,
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Facing criticism: From August 2024, the Airports Authority of India switched the pick-up point to the
second floor of a multi-level parking facilit. R. RAVINDRAN

with the latest being July
end. Once the facility is
ready in August, the se-
cond pick-up point will be
created, Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAI) officials
said.

The completion of the
project is critical for air
passengers because this is
the place (erstwhile flag-
pole location) where they
board cabs. From August
2024, passengers arriving

at the airport could no lon-
ger take cabs from the spot
opposite the T1 Terminal,
as the AAI switched the
pick-up point to the second
floor of a multi-level park-
ing facility. This meant that

passengers arriving at the
T1 Terminal had to take a
400-m walk, and then take
an elevator to get on a cab.

Exasperated commuters
have been flagging the
need to restore the pre-
vious arrangement for
months now. While bug-
gies have been introduced
to ferry passengers, they
say it is not as convenient.

Karthik K., a frequent
flyer said, “At least 300
passengers exit the termi-
nal when an international
flight arrives. How do pas-
sengers with multiple bag-
gage board a buggy? They
also end up waiting quite a
while for one. What auth-
orities fail to factor in is the
difficulty to walk or wait in
the city’s humidity and
heat.”

Satish Galley, another
passenger, said, the auth-

orities should have built
bigger lifts, which could ac-
commodate a lot of people.
“After waiting for a buggy,
people have to yet again
stand for a while to catch
the elevator, and it is a frus-
trating process. It is not
passenger-friendly,”  he
said.

Officials of the AAI said
the landscaping work had
been delayed due to unfo-
reseen circumstances, and
would certainly be over by
July-end.

“Nearly 60% of the land-
scaping work has been
completed so far. The roof-
ing of the canopy will have
to be done in some parts.
Also, there is some more
work left to be completed
for creating the walkway,
setting up lighting and
beautification,” an ofhcial
said.
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B Aviation ministry’s move after Al plane crash

Centre drafts new rules to
clear airport ‘bufter zones’

AGE CORRESPONDENT

with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

In a significant step
towards creating obstruc-
tion-free airspace near air-
ports, the ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA) has tight-
ened safety norms around
airports and has notified
draft rules and regulations
to keep the “buffer zone"
near airports free of
obstructions from build-
ings, tower erections and
tall plantations.

The rules come nearly a
week after the tragic
crash of an Air India
Boeing 787 Dreamliner in
Ahmedabad. The plane
had crashed on a medical
college building that was
very close to the airport
premises. The Gujarat
government said a survey
of the surrounding areas
of the Ahmedabad airport
will be conducted in the
wake of last week's Air
India plane crash that
claimed 270 lives.

“Ag per the Directorate

! UNDER THE proposed
rules, any structure
exceeding the height
restrictions around noti-
fied aerodromes will be
served a notice by the
officer-in-charge

General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)'s guidelines, a sur-
vey of areas surrounding
the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International
Afrport here will be con-
ducted by the officials of
the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation and the eivil
aviation department,”
Ahmedabad district collec-
tor Sujeet Kumar said.
“Once the survey gets over,
subsequent NeCessary
work will be initiated,”
he said.

The draft rules titled
“Adreraft (Demolition of
Obstructions) Rules, 2025™
empower the Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and other author-
ities to take immediate
action against the owners
of the bulldings, trees,

and other structures that
exceed permissible height
limits in designated aero-
drome zones. These rules
are an improvised version
of the already existing
The Aircraft (Demolition
of Obstruction Caused by
Buildings and Trees, etc.)
Act of 1994, The new rules
fall wunder Bharativa
Vayuyvan Adhiniyvam 2024
and involve DG and DGCA
in the whole process of
removing obstacles.

Under the proposed
rules, any structure
exceeding the Theight

restrictions around noti-
fied aerodromes will be
served a notice by the offi-
cer-in-charge., Property
owners will be required to
submit key details
including site plans, own-
ership documents, and
structural dimensions -
within 60 days of receiv-
ing the notice. Failure to
comply may result in
enforcement action,
including the demolition
or trimming of the
structure,
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Air India to cut international widebody flights
by 15% till mid-July, says will rebound

TOG HETWORK
LIS

Adr India on Wednesday
announeed o 15 per cent
reduction in international
Dighis operated with wide-
body planes tl mid- july
as the Tata Group-owned
afrline grapples with op-
erational disruptions due
to enhanced safety inspee-
tions and Irnian airspace
closure,

In the wake of the fatal
crash of the London Gat-
wick-hound Boeing 767-8
plane soon alter takeoll
from Ahmedabad on June
12, the carrier has witnessed
international Right disTup-
tions, especially with the
ongoing safety checks of
BT&7-8,% airerafl.

India has sent the severely
damaged black box of the
ill-fated Air India Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner to the
United States for detailed
analysis, as Lhe investi

gation into one of India's
deadliest aviation dsasters
indecades continues to un-
fold. The arcralt, operating
Flight 41171 tram Ahmed-
abad to London, crashed
shorily alter takeoll on
June 12, killing 241 people
an board and 33 people an
the ground, with enly one

SLUMANOT
The Digital Flight Data
Recorder |[DFDR] and

Cockpit Voice Hecorder
IC¥R] commaonly known
as the black box were re-

Air India AIl71 crash: Damaged black
box sent to US for probe into disaster

covered two days after the
crash, but the external
damage tolhe devices was
s0 severe that Indian offi-
cials could not extract any
dala locally.

According to a source
guoted in The Economic
Times, the black box will
be analyzed al the Mation-
al Transportation Satety
Board [NTSE] laboratory
in Washingtom, under the
superwsion of Indian au-
tharities to ensure proper
protocol,

The airline also apologised
o passengers who will be

impacted by the temporary
curtatlment of overseas

flights.

Besides, the carrier will

earry out enhanced safety
cheeks for Boeing 777
planes as a matter of added
precaution.

The airline has recently
seen operational disrup-
o, with sl least 83 inter-
national Rights cancelled
over the last six daws.

In a late evening stare-
mient. Air India said there
have been disruptions due
to the geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East, night
curfew in the airspaces of
many countries in Europe
and East Asiaand the ongo-
iy enhanced salely mspec-
tinns,

The airline also said mee-
essary cautious approach
is heing taken by the engi-
neering staff and Adr India
pribots,
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COMPLIANCE | Owners have removed
permanent fixiures such as water tanks,
antennas, iron pipes and concrete portions

Illegal portions
from 7 structures
near airport gone

Urvi Mahajani

MUMBAI

The state government has
informed the Bombay High
Court that it has removed
fllegal portions from seven
structures | constructions near
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd (MIAL) that violate air
safety norms.

The action was taken by
Collector, pursuant to the HC
order in a PIL by aviaton
safety  activist  Yeshwwant
Shenoy, who raised concerns
over aviation safety and sought
the removal of unauthorised
buildings around the airport.
Shenoy argued that despite
previous vielations, new con-
structions  continued o
emerge, making strict moni-
toring essential.

In an affidavit, suburban
Mumbai collector Rajendra
Chavan said, “All the chstruc-
tions on the structures men-
tioned in MEALs affidavit
dated Julv 6 2022 are
removed.. MIAL is apprised
with the developments in the
obstruction removal at each
step and they have verified the
removal of unauthorised con-
struction and submitted the
report to the Director General

boer-

e
s = —

of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
which in turn has confirmed
compliance to this office.”

Assistant BOVErmment
pleader Neha Bhide placed the
compliance report before a
bench of Chief Justice Alok
Aradhe and Justice Sandeep
Marne, which recorded the
progress and adjourned the
public interest litigation for
four weels.

Shenoy had pointed out that
the DGCA had passed orders
of demolition of some of these
structures about 10 vears bacl,
but no action had been taken.

Actingon the PIL, the bench
in April ordered the collector
to proceed against eight spe-
cific buildings identified by
MIAL and the DGCA
Tuesday’s affidavit details full

Y=

T
-
e

compliance for seven of them;
action on the eighth, which
partly enjovs Statuiory protec-
tion, is inderway

“Onwners have removed per-
manent fixtures such as water
tanks, antennas and iron pipes
and truncated concrete por-
tions  to  the permissible
height” the affidavit noted,
adding that MIAL engineers
carried out spot inspections
before DGCA issued final
clearance.

To prevent recurrences, the
state has directed the BMC o
issue demaolition notices under
the Maharashira Regional and
Town Planning Act. “Our office
is in coordination with MIAL,
MMRDA and the BMC for any
further action,” the affidavit
read.
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Centre notifies draft rules to
clear obstacles near airports

HTCand PTI

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The central govern-
ment issued draft rules on
Wednesday to regulate and
remove physical obstructions
around airports, six days after the
devastating Air India crash in
Ahmedabad, the deadliest in three
decades, as authorities separately
spoke of plans to survey structures
near the city's airport for potential
safety violations.

The Aircraft (Demolition of
Obstructions Caused by Buildings
and Trees etc.) Rules, 2025, were
notified on June 18 under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam,
2024, and are open for public feed-
back for 21 days. The rules aim to
replace the three-decade-old Air-
craft (Demolition of Obstructions)
Rules, 1994.

Under the proposed frame-
work, the Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) will have
expanded authority to take action
against any structure violating
height restrictions around air-
ports. “Any building or tree that
violates notified height restrictions
around airports may face demoli-

tion or height reduction orders
from the Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA),” the draft rules
state.

The regulations establish a
detailed enforcement mechanism
where airport authorities must
notify owners of potential viola-
tions and conduct physical verifi-
cation. Property owners will be
required to submit structural
details within 60 days, with a pos-
sible 60-day extension if granted.

“If the DGCA determines, after
providing an opportunity for a

DGCA will have expanded authority to take action against any
structure violating height restrictionsaround airports.

HTPHOTO

hearing, thata building or tree vio-
lates safety norms, an order can be
issued for its demolition, trim-
ming, or reduction in height,” the
draftstates.

In cases of non-compliance, dis-
trict collectors will be authorised
to enforce demolition procedures,
treating violations as unautho-
rised construction under local law.
“On receiving the report from the
officer-in-charge of the aero-
drome, the district collector shall
carry out forthwith the demolition
of the building or the cutting of the

tree or reduction in height of the
building... in the same manner and
by the same procedure as is fol-
lowed in case of demolition of any
unauthorized construction in his
district,” the rules specify.

The draft rules come as authori-
ties prepare to conducta compre-
hensive survey around Ahmeda-
bad’s Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport following
last week’s crash. According to
PTI, Ahmedabad district collector
Sujeet Kumar told reporters that
“asurvey of areas surrounding the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport here will be con-
ducted by the officials of the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corpora-
tion and the Civil Aviation depart-
ment.”

“Once the survey gets over, sub-
sequent necessary work will be
initiated,” Kumar said. The collec-
tor cited the new draft rules as pro-
viding the framework for potential
action against structures posing
threats to aircraft safety.

Some analysts cautioned that
while many airports around the
country have buildings nearby
thatviolate height norms, follow-
ing through with an actual demoli-

tion will be hard, “While it's easy to
make rules, it will be next to
impossible to implement them,”
given the scale of non-conforming
structures, said Mark Martin,
founder and CEO at Martin Con-
sulting, an aviation advisory firm,
Bloomberg reported.

An official at the Delhi airport
said a survey will be initiated to
identify obstructions in the Capital
by both the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) and the directorate
general of civil aviation, “The Air
Traffic Control (ATC) directly
reports to the AAI and so it will
share information on possible
obstructions. Both AAland DGCA
will also do their own surveys,”
said the official, pointing toa simi-
lar exercise done in 2018 when 369
obstructions were identified,
including trees, poles and build-
ings. “Subsequently, AAl also took
action against these obstructions.”

Compensation provisions are
limited under the proposed new
framework. “Compensation may
be available but only for compliant
or pre-existing structures. New
constructions violating notified
height restrictions will not be eligi-
ble,” the rules specify.
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India seeks to ban non-conforming
structures near airports

Bengalurw: India plans to clamp down on structures near air-
ports that don’t comply with height regulations, as the govern-
ment seeks to tighten aviation safety in the wake of the Air India
crash last week that ranks as thecountry’ s worst in several dec-
ades. The government is drafting a law that would allow the dem-
olition of buildings near airfields that don't meet vertical limits,
which isn't the case now. BLOOMBERG



&IRPUHFSAUIHDPH Y LH- iHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST KOLEATA 1% JUNE 2025

Ahmedabad crash: Cooch Behar
Airport ramps up safety protocols

Airport authority announces a series of precaution-
ary measures to holster emergency preparedness

SHASHIKESH ROY

COOCH BEHAR: In the wake
of the recent tragic plane crash
in Ahmedabad, airports across
India have begun ramping up
safety protocols — and Cooch
Behar Airport is no excep-
tion. The ai ec{::ort authority
has announced a series of pre-
cautionary measures to bol-
ster emergency preparedness,
including an inter-agency coor-
dination meeting and a full-
scale mock drill.

A high-level meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, bring-
ing together officials from mul-
tiple departments, including
the Health Department, Fire
Services, Civil Defence, and
the Police. The objective is to
review and synchronise emer-
gency response strategies in
case of an aviation mishap.

“Inlight of the Ahmedabad
incident, we are organising a
special meeting to assess our
preparedness. We will also con-
duct a mock drill on June 24
to ensure all emergency pro-
tocols are in place,” said Shub-

A view of Cooch Behar Airport

MPOST

hashish Pal, Director of Cooch
Behar Airport.
The airport, originally com-

missioned during the reign of

the Cooch Behar Maharaja,
had remained non-operational
after its closure in 1995. While
the state government made
several attempts to revive ser-
vices post-2011, regular flights
could not resume until 2023,
Thanks to joint efforts by the
central and state governments,
a 9-seater aircraft service is
now operating daily from the
airport. Following the Ahmed-
abad crash, airport authorities
have begun paying increased

attention to safety risks
around the airfield. Sources
indicate that 25-30 trees in
the vicinity have been iden-
tified for trimming to main-
tain clear airspace. Authorities
are also scrutinising ongoing
and upcoming construction
projects to ensure building
heights comply with aviation
safety norms.

“All these concerns —
obstacle clearance, inter-
agency coordination, and
emergency preparedness —
will be addressed comprehen-
sively in Thursday’s meeting,”
said an airport official.
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Obstructions near airports must be
demolished, says aviation ministry

S LALITHA & Mew Delhi

FOLLOWING the Alr India
crash in Ahmedabad on June
12, the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion has issued new draft rules
to ensure that structures near
alrports donot pose any risk to
alrcraft safety inthe future

The rulesmandate owners of
buildings or trees that obstruct
an aerodrome to either demol-
ish them or reduce their height
as directed. The owner must
abide by the order within &0
days of receiving a notice froam
clvil aviation authorities, the
rules state,

The draft, Afrceraft (Demoli-
tion of Ohstruct lons Caused by
Buil ings and Trees, etc) Bules
2025, has been 1ssued on June
18 and will come into force once
it is published in the official ga-
zette The rules aim to give aw
thorities the power to take
prompt action against build-
ings and trees that exceed
height limits in designated aer-
odrome zones, This 18 secnas a
proactive step to prevent polen-
tial aceldents caused by aob-
siructions in fight paths.

“Where any notificat lon has
been issued by the Central gov-
ernment under sub-section (1)
of sectlon 180f the Act and the
officer-incharge of the con-
cerned asrodrome has reason

’ /

Raze or reduce height

The rides mandate owners of
butldings or trees that obstruct an
serodrome Lo elther demolish
them or reduce thelr height as
directed. The owner must abide
by the ceder within 60 daysof
receiving a notice from clvil
aviation authorities, it said.

o believe that any bullding or
tree exists in violation of the
provisions of the aforesaid no-
tificat o, he shall serve a copy
of the notification on the owrn
erof the building or tree, as the
case may be, In accordance
with the procedure laid down
in sub-section (3) of sald sec-
tion,” the draft reads,

For physical verification, of-
ficers are empowered Lo enteér
the premises during daylight
hours after informing the own:
er. In cases of non-cooperation,
offlcers may procesd based on
available infrmation and refer

the matter to the DGCA.

The ministrry has invited ob-
Ectionsor suggest jons from the
public in % days of the publica-
tion of the notifcation. The re-
sponsescan besent to the Diree-
tor General of Civil Aviation.

If there is non-com pliance,
the officer-in-charge must re-
port the matter to the District
Collector, who Is then respons|-
ble for ensuring the demolit ion
or irimming is carried out in
accordance with the order. The
procedure will mirrar the proc-
58 used for Femoving unau-
thorised construct lons,

Owmers have the right to ap-
peal orders to the First or Sec-
ond Appellate OfMicer Appeals
must be filed in the prescribed
form along with supporting
documents and a fee of 21,000
However only those who com-
ply with the orders may claim
coim pensation under section 22
of the Bharativa Vayuyan
Adbhinl vam, 024, Any new nor
compliant structures bull after
the notification will not be eli-
gihie for compensation.

On June 12, a London-bound
Air India Boeing 7878 Dream-
Iiner crashed into a hostel com-
plex of BJ Medical College in
the Meghani Nagar area of
Ahmedabad shortly after take
off from Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Ajrport.
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Al plane crash: Centreissues newdralt rules todemolish obstructions near airports

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL, 18 JUNE

A week after the trapic Adr
India plane crash in Ahmed-
abad, the Centre has released
e w dnaft rules to tigh ten con-
tml over Siniciums I'.H'I-EI'I'IE a
riskto aircraft safistyinaproac-
tive step to prevent potential
ac cidents caused by obstrue-
tions in Might paths.

The Ministryof Civil Aviation
has released new dmft rules
aimed @ giving authorities
the power to take prompt
ac tion against buildings and
trees thar exceed height limits
in desipnsted serodrome zones,

The London-bound Air
India Boeing 787-8 Dreambiner
crashed on June 12 into the
hostel complex of Bl Medical
College in Meghani Nagar
area of Ahmedabad shortly
after taking off fmom Sardar
Vallabhbhoi Patell ntematiomal
Airport. Of the 242 people
onboard, 241 —including for-
mer Gujarat Chief Minkster
Vijav Rupani — weme killed

The draft, ttled Alrcraft
{Demolition of Obs ructions)

Rules, 2025, was issued on
Wednesday, and will come
into foree once published in
the pazetie.

“Where any notification
hus bern issued by the Central
Government under sub-section
{1) of section 18 of the Act
and the officer-in-chamge of
the concemed aerod mme has
reasan to believe that any
building or tree exists in vio-
lation of the provisions of the
aforesaid notification, he shall
serve a copy ol the notification
on the owner of the building
or tree, as the case may be, in
accondancewith the procedurs
lnid down in sub-section (3)
of said section,” the draft
reads.

Under the droft, anystroe-
ture found violating the pre-
scribed height limits may be
served anotice by the officer-
in-chamge of an aerndrome.
Owners must submit detoled
informaiion - including struc-
ture dimensions and site plans

- within sixty days. Failure to
oomplye ouldresult in enforre-
ment action, including dem-
olition or heipht reduction.

“The officer-in-charge of
the concerned serodrome
shall forthwith send a report
of suchviolation tothe Direcior
Generl, orany officer author-
ized by him on this behalf," it
ndded.

For physical verification,
officers are empowered to
enter the premises during doy-
light hours after informing
the owner. In cases of non-
cooperation, oficersmay pro-
ceed based on availableinfor-
mation amd refer the motter

to the DGCA.

"Before forwarding the
detailsio the Director General,
the officer-in-charge of the
spemdmme shallsatsfy himself
abouwt the correctness of the
detils and for that purpose,
he shall be ermpowered tn
enter the premises in question
and camy out physical verifi-
cation of the dimensions of
the building or tree, as the
case may be, during daylight
hours and with reasonable
priornotice tothe owner, who
shall be dutybound to extend
full cooperation durng such

physialvenfication,” itfurther
added.

[fthem s non-complinnoe,
the officer-in-charge miist
repon thematterio the Disrict
Collector, who is then respon-
sihle iorensuring thedemolition
or trimming is carned oot in
accomdance with the order.
The procedure will mirrorthe
process used for removing
unauthorised constructions.

(wners have the right o
appeal ordes to the Fisst or
Secnnd/ Officer. Appeaks
must be filed in the prescribed
form along with supporing
documentsand afeeof Bs 1,000,
Heowever, only those whocomply
withtheorders may daim com-
pensation under section 22 of
the Bharativa WYoyuyan
Adhiniyam, 2024, Any new
non-comp innt stractures buoilt
after the notification will not
bhe eligi ble for compensation

The Civil Avintion Ministry
has invit ed objections or sug-
gestions from the publicwithn
owenty doysof the notification s
publication. Responses may
besent tothe Director-Geneml
of Civil Aviation.
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Airport lounge
experience set
for a change

New Delhi: Soon, vou won't need to gueue up
to access an airport lounge. To boost lounge
experience, several operators and credit card-
issuing banks are planning direct business,
removing aggregators on whose machine a
flver swipes their credit card to entera lounge,
reports Saurabh Sinha,

They plan to launch an app where lounge
access can be booked inadvance. Then the pas-
senger just needs to swipe their card at the
lounge gate and be seated in a particular area
as per their credit card status. “A flver can log
in with an OTP and link all his/her credit
cards. The app will check whether he/she
has lounmge aceess available and then allow
them to book a lounge at the airport they are
flying out of,” said an official.

“For banks, loungeaceess isamong key fea-
tures of premium eredit cards, but the experi-
ence at present is not good. Sohard-selling pre-
mium cards using this as a USP becomes diffi-
cult. Full-service airlines are also upset that
their premium passengers have toqueueup in
thesameline withacredit card,” said a source.

However, many flyers have credit cards
therefore the lounge use isno longer limited to
those flying full-service airlines. Operators
are planning to have separate areas for premi-
umeard, business, first class flvers to offer bet-
ter experience at big lounges. However, two
leading lounge operators said, “Aggregators
have warned us of stopping lounge entry if
they are removed from the business. We are
takinglegal steps to prevent that.”
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Hyd airport
receives hoax
bomb threat

Hyderabad: Bomb dispo-
sal squads conducted anti-
sabotage checks at Hydera-
bad airport and Begumpet
airport on Wednesday after
receivinganemail warning
about IEDs allegedly plan-
ted at an airport in city. Fol-
lowingathorough checksat
both locations, the email
was declared hoax,

At 639 am, GMR air-
port's  customer-support
mailbox received an email
froman individual identify-
ingas AndimithuRasa. The
email, with references to
‘Operation Polo' and the re-
cent arrest of political com-
mentator Savukku Shan-
kar by Tamil Nadu police,
claimed that four bombs
were planted aboardaflight
and another 4 inside RGIA
terminal building. v
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Ahmedabad air crash probe is making
steady progress: Civil Aviation Ministry

UNEARTHING FACTS. No decision has yet been taken on decoding black boxes in India or overseas

I
Dur Bureau
Murmbad

The Air India Boeing 787
crash imvestigation is pro-
gressing well with necessary
support from local suthorit-
ies and agencies, =said the
Civil Aviation Ministry on
Thursday,

“The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation  Bureau [MIB]
investigation is progressing
steadily with all necessary
support from local authorit-
ies and agencies. Key rocov-
ery work, including site doc-
umentation and evidence
collection, has been com-
pleted and further anabysis is
now underway,” it added.

The Ministry, however,
said mo decision had been
taken wet on decoding the
gireraft black boxes in India
or at the National Transport-
ation Safety Board Laborat-
ory in the US.

The Boeing 787 aircraft

LAST FLIGHT. A fire officer stands neat to the crashed Alr india
Baeing 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft in Ahmedabad snmes

has two black boxes, consist-
ing of a digital flight dats re-
corder and a cockpit voice re-
corder.

Both have been recovered
from the accident, and data
contained i them will be
critical in ascertaiming the
factors behind the accident.

“The decision regarding
the location for decoding the
flight recorders will be taken

by the AATE after due assess-
ment of all technical, safety
and security  considera-
tions,” said the Ministry in
response to @ media report,
which said thar the black
boxes would be sent to the
U5 for analysis.

While it is not unusual for
a black box to be sent over-
seas, cspecially if it is dam-
aged, the purported move

triggered criticism on social
media Coontries such as In-
donesia and Ethiopia de-
coded black bomes after Boe-
ing crashes quickly and
transparently, one user pos-
tedon X

Ta be sure, in April, India
got its own dedicated digital
flight data recorder lab in
Delhi. Built at a cost of T9
crore, the state-of-the-art fa-
cility will enable AAIB to re-
pair damaged black boxes,
retrieve data and conduct
thorough anabyses of acci-
dents and incidents, said the
Ministry.

IMPFORTANT EVIDENCE
A person familiar with air-
craft accident investigation
said there are protocols for
handling the black box, and it
forms important evidence.
“An official from AAIR car-
ries the black box along with
him and is present when it is
opened for investigation.
The Indian embassy, too,

designates 3 representative
to oversee the process,” he

said.

MANGALURU CRASH

In fact, the court of inguiry
repart into the Air India Ex-
press Mangalurn air crash in
2010 mentions that while Air
India has facilities for decod-
ing the flight recorders, it
was not possible to do so
since the recorders were
damaged during the scci-
dent.

“The Court, thercfore,
took the recorders to the
NTSB, where they were suc-
cessfully aired and de-
coded so t these could
once again be read at the
laboratory of DGCA™ said
the report.

Meanwhile, on Thursday,
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naido Kinjarapo held
o meeting with top Air India
executives to assess the air-
line’s response to last week's
airerash.
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‘Al to cut international widebody flights by 157% for a few weeks’

uur Bureaa
Mew Deli

Air Indiawill redusce its inter-
national widebody flights by
ground 15 per cent for the
next fewweeks from June 20,
g5 the airline is carrying ot
additional pre-flight safety
checks which may impact
schedules.

Followring the tragic crash
of the Air ].E.dia flight sched-
pled from Ahmedabad to
London on June 12, the air-
line has decided to continoe
cnhanced -flight =afety
checks on ﬁﬂ;@guring 'I":E'
fieet and Boeing 777 aircraft
for the time being as a con-

fidence-building  measure,

said Eamlphc!l Wilson, CEQ
& MD, Air India, in a state-
ment -cummj:d b0 CUStomeTs
on Thursday.

“Given the time these ad-
ditional checks will consume
and the potential impact on
schedules, we have decided
to reduce our international
widebody flights by around
15 per cent starting June 20
through to at least mid-Tuby.
Thiswill also albow us to have
more backup aircraft ready
to handle any unexpected is-
sues,” he said.

REBOOKING OFTION

Campbell assured customers
that in case their flight is im-
pacted, the airlines will con-
tact them to offer rebooking

ALL 15 WELL. Campell Wilson, CEQ & MD, Alr india, sald that
the crazhed Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner was “well-maintained",
and that it had undergone a major check in fune 2023 m

on another fight at no extra
costora full refund.

“We will share the up-
dated international sched
within the mext few days,™ he
said.

“As directed by the Direct-

orate General of Civil Avi-
ation {DGCA) on June 14,
Air India has been conduct-
ing safety inspections on 33
Bocing 787 aircraft, the
statement pointed out,

“So far, inspections have

been completed om 26, and
these have been cleared for
service.

“The remaining sircraft
are currently in  planned
maintenance and will hoee
these additional checks done
before being released into
service. Following the re-
view, the DGCA has con-
firmed that our Boeing 787
fieet and maintenance pro-
cesses  fully meet  safety
standards,” Campbell noted.

PTI adds: Campell added
that the crashed Boeing
T87-8 Dreamliner was “well-
maintained”, and that it had
undergone a major check in
June 2023 with the next one
scheduled for December this

Vear



AIRFURISAUIH F?le OF INUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSTHESS LINE DELHT 20 JUNE 2025

_No extra checks on IndiGo’s wet-leased Boeing 787

.lmu-_ﬁ Phadnis
Mumbai

IndiGo's wet-lessed Boeing
787 aircraft is not undergo-
ing enhanced maintenance
checks and continues to op-
erate normally on the Delhi-
Bangkok route.

IndiCzo has wet leased one
Bocing 7EY aircraft from
MNorwegian carrier Norse At-
lantic, and five more are due
to join its service by early
2026.

BAFETY OVERSIGHT
The Civil Sviation Authority
of Norway, which exercises

safety oversight over the

wet-leased Boeing 7ET-9,
said it is monitoring the situ-
ation and is in dialogue with
both the operator and the
manufacturer.

“Norse wses a different
type of engine in its 7875
:hwmpamd]:fﬂuc affected air-
line. We have not found any
reason to introduce restric-
tions, nor have we been re-

quired to do so by other au-
thorities,” said the
Norwegian authority.

ROLLS ROYCE ENGINES
While Air India Boeing 787
aircraft  that crashed in
Ahmedabad last Thursday
was powered by GE
Acrospace GEnx  engines,
Morse Atlantic Boeing 787
uses Holls Rovee Trent 1000
engines.

DGCA and IndiGo did not
immediately respond to the
query if any inspection was
carried out.

Under & wet lease, the
lessor is responsible  for
flight  operations, and
provides pilots and engin-

cers to the lessee. ‘While
safety oversight under wet
lease is under the purview of
overseas regulators, the Dir-
ectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation has the power to in-
spect the aircraft and check
its maintenance records, as
well as crew licences and
authorsations.

Omnly Japan has ordered its
girlines to inspect the en-
gines and airframes of Boe-
ing 787 aircraft.

Airline officials have ex-
pressed confidence in Boeing
747 aircraft, and officials in
the United States said last
Thursday that it was prema-
ture to ground the planes in
the absence of safety data.
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Sorry and thank you: A-I1 CEO writes to flyers a week after crash

DEEPAK PATEL
New Dethi, 19 |uns

Stepping upits commumnication
process since last week's Al
Dreamliner crash, Air India on
Thursday reached out tolts fre-
quent fliers abowut flight cancella-
tions and operational disruptions
inthe aftermath of the tragedy.
Signed by Alr India chief execu-
tive and managing director
Campbell Wilson, the email com-
munication comes a day after
Tata Sonschairman N Chan-
drasekaran admirmed In a media
interview that the alrline’s com-
munication with passengers,
after the crash, had not been
Srong.

Chandrasekaran, who's alsa
the Air India chairman, had told
Times Nowon Wednesday even-
ng that the alrline had now set
up a "strategic communications
team” In addition to Its regular
one As partof this change, Adir

India issned a detalled public
statement, explaining the events
of June 12—ihe day ofthe crash—
and the reasons for the subse-
quent wave of cancellations,

In his email to frequent fivers
on Thursday evening, Wilson
gave a glowing tribute to the
flight crew of Al171, stating that
Captaln Sumeet Sabharwal had
over 10,000 hours flving wide-
body airerafi and First Officer
Clive Eunder had over 3,400
hours of experience. Againstthe
backdrop of multiple cancella-
tions and lower demand, he
assured fhvers that the alrcraft
had undergone all required
maintenance checks.

Thanking flyers fortheir
patience, the Air India CEQ
wrote: "This i a challenging time
for all of us.. Your trust means
everything tous,” He elabarated
that as a result of the enhanced
safety checks and other external
dismptions, the airline would

§CAS A CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURE, WE HAVE
ELECTED TO CONTINUE ENHANCED PRE-FLIGHT SAFETY CHECKS
OM OUR BOEING 787 FLEET AND, AS AN ADDED MEASURE, OUR

BOEING 777 AIRCRAFTY)
Campbell Wilzon (EQL Airindia

reduce lt= international wide-
body flights by around 15 per cent
starting June 20, 2025, through to
af least mid-July. This move he
said, would "allow us 1o have

maore backup alreraft ready to
handle any unexpected issues™.
Passengers affected by the
revised schedule would be con-
tacted directly and offereda

PAGE 4

Aviation Minister Bam Mohan
Maldu on Thursday held a high-
level meeting with Indian air-
linesand airport operators (o
review safety protocols, oper-
ational continuity, and passen-

AAIB to finalise black box decode
site after safety review: MoCA

craft after assessing all techni-
cal, safery, and security con-
siderations. The ministry
emphasised that it rempins
committed o rransparency
throughout the investigation

ger facilitation, while the and warned against media
Ministryof Civil Aviation speculation, especially reports
{MoCA) sald the Alrcraft Accl- suggesting that the black boxes
dent Investigation Burean are belng sent abrosd. The
(AAIR) will decide the location meetingswith airlines and air-
for decoding the biack boxes port operators came a week
from the crashed Air India air- after Air India flight crash.
choice of rebooking at no addi- deeply sorry for any Inconven-
tional cost or a il refund. "We ience,.” he wrote.
understand that this temporary Wilson spoke of "deep sarrow™

reduction toour schedule may
affect your travel plans, and we're

over the loss of 241 passenpers
and crew members, and 34

people on the ground, calling the
Al erash on June 12 In Ahme-
dabad a “devastating event™.

He sakd Adr India was working
closely with authorities and was
fully committed to supporting the
affected families. "Words cannot
express the pain we feel for the
families and loved ones affected by
this devastating event,” he wrote,

“The plane was well-main-
tained, with its last major check
in.fune 2023 and the next sched-
uled for December 2025, 1ts right
engine was overhauled in March
2025, and the left engine was
inspected In April 2025, Both the
alrcrafi and engines were regu-
larly monitored, showing no
issues before the flight,” he
nated. Turn to Page 10k

a Govt may frame SOP for guicker
claim sattlement P o

= Opinion: Rethinking air safety
WITLES K P KRIEHNAN POy

26 of A-I's 33 Boeing
787 aircraft went
safety inspections,
says Wilson

Wilson confirmed that 36
of the zirline's 33 Boeing
7a7 aircraft had underpone
DGCA-mandated
cnhanced safety inspec-
tioms and had been cleaned
forservioe

The remaining aircrafl
would be inspecied before
being returned to oper
mtions.

“Asaconfidence-build-
mg measire,” he added,
“we have clected to con-
tinue enhanced pre-flicht
safety checdkes on our
Boeing 787 lect and, asan
pdded measune, our
Boeing 777 aircmft "

He acknowlederd that
the ndditionnl checks
atomg with other external
and operEtions] fEctors,
had resulted in a “highor-
than-usual momber of can-

cellations™ in recent days.

Chandrasekaran  had
pointed out on Wednesday
that Air India had taken
several  intermal  steps
in mecent days  to
strengthen its communi-
cation and operstional
response. Wilson's email
to frequent fiyvers swould
perhaps be counted asone
of those steps.
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AAIB to pick black box decode
site after safety review: Govt

Decision after assessing technical and security considerations

DEEPAK PATEL
Mesw Delhi, 19 june

Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Kaidu on Thursday heid a high-
level meeting with Indian airlines
and airport operators o review
safiety protocols, operational con-
tinuity, and passenger facilitation,
while the Ministry of Civil Aviation
{MpCA) said the Aircraft Accident
Investipation Bureau (AATE) will
decide the location for decoding
the black bowes from the crashed
Air India aircraft after assessing all
technical, safety, and security con-
siderations.

The ministry emphasised that
it rernains commiitted to transpar-
ency throughout the investigation
and wamed against media specu-
lation, especially reports sugsest-
img that the black boxes are being
sent abroad.

The meetings with airlines and
airport operators came a weck atfter
Air India Hight Ali7i crashed
shortly after takeoff from
Ahmedabad on June 12, killing 241
people on board and 34 on the
pround. Only one passenger sur-
vived the crash, which has become
ane of the deadliest aviation dis-
asters in Indian history.

The AAIB has begun a formal
inguiry into the accident, with
assistance from the US Mational
Transportation Safcty Board and
the aircraft manufacturer, accord-

Aviation minister Ram Mohan Naidu in a meet with executives of
airlines to review safety protocols in New Delhi on Thursday

ing to internaticnal protocols. The
ministry said that both the digital
Hight data recorder and cockpit
vaice recorder — two sets of black
boxes, diuse to the aincraft mode] —
were recovered from the crash site
on June 13 and June 16, respect-
ively. Koy site documentation and
evidenoe collection have been
completed, and further technical
analysis is underway.

“The dedsion regarding the
location for decoding the flight
recorders will be taken by the AATH
after duse assessment of all techni-
cal, safety, and security consider-
ations. MoCA urges all stake-
holders to refrain from speculation
on such sensitive matters and to
allow the investipative prooess to
proceed with the seriousness and

professionalism it warmants,” it
said. In a separate meeting with Air
India Chief Executive Officer and
Manaping Director Campbell
Wilson, Maidu reviewed the air
line’s response to the crash and its
ongoing operational challenges,
Drue to the evolving situation in
West Asia (Iran-Israel conflict),
enhanced safety checks of Boeing
787 planes, and a ban on night fy-
ing in Europe, Air India is facing
reduced mircraft availability. As a
result. the airline is temporarily
scaling down operations, restnic-
turing flights, and announcing
changes through the media,
“Affected passengers will be
rehooked or offered full refunds.
Air Indlia was urged to strengthen
ground-level coordination at air-

ports, improve communication
with passengers reganding cancel-
lations and delays, and ensure that
CUSOMET SeIVioe [eams ane Sensi-
tised and equipped to handle
increased passenger concerns with
empathy and darity.” the ministry
noted.

The minister also held meet-
imgs with the senior management
of Spiceet, IndiGo, and Akasa Air
on June 18 and 19, reviewing their
flect performance, safety oversight,
passenger handling, and public
communication strategies. Going
forward, such operational reviews
with airlines will be institutional-
ised for better coordination and
monitoring,

A sepamte videoconference was
held with all airport directors
natiomwide to ensure smoother
passenger handling amid Hight
disruptions.

Afrport operatons were directed
to improve on-ground support,
inchading access to food, water,
and srating during delays, and to
enhance staff deployment at key
passenger touchpoints. Wildlife
hazard management, including
control of birds and stray animals,
was also reinforoed.

The ministry reiterated that
passenger safety remains its high-
est priorty and called for cohesive
ciforts across the avistion eco-
system to restore public confi-
dence and operational stability.
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DEEPAK PATEL
M Delbd, 15 june

Air India on Thursday night announced the
suspension of its Delhi-MNairohi, Amritsar-
London {Gatwick), and Goa (Mopa)-London
(Gatwick) servioes as part of a tempomrny scaling
down of operations on its long-haul network.
The airline cited voluntary enhanced safety
inspections and extended flisht durations due
to airspace closures in West Asia as the reasons
for the move, which will take effect from June
21 and continue at beast until July 15.

The three suspended routes include four-
times-weekly Delhi-Nairobi flights (AI96/962),
which will remain suspended until June 30,
and the three-times-weeldy Amritsar-London

Gatwick (Al69/170) and Goa (Mopa)=London
Gatwick{AT45/146) services, which will remain
off the schedule until at least mid-July.

Air India will also reduce Hight frequency
on several other international routes. In North
America, the Delhi-Toronto service will opemite
seven times 2 week instead of 13, while Delhi-
Vancouver will reduce from seven to five
woeekly flights. Services to San Francisco,
Chicagp, and Weashington IC. will also see fe-
guency reductions.

In Europe, Air India will cut two flights on
the Delhi=London Heathrow route, taking it
fromm 24 to 22 perweek. and reduce frequencies
on mutes o Pars. Milan, Amsterdam,
Copenhagen, Vienna, and Birmingham. From
Bengalumi, London services will drop from

ends services on 3int’l routes

seven to six weekly Hlights

Australian routes from Delhi to Melbourne
and Sydney will each operate five times a weck
instead of seven.

In the Far East, Delhi-Tokyo will reduce
from seven to six weekly Hlights, and Delhi-
Seoul will operate three imes weckly from June
A to July 5, and four times weekly thereafter
until July 15 The announcement comes a week
after Air India flisht Al171 crashed shortly after
takeoft from Ahmedabad on June 12, killing
241 people on board and 34 onthe ground. Only
One passenser survived,

Om June 13, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) ordered enhanced safety
inspections of all 33 Boeing 787 aircraft in Air
India’s fleet.
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Rethinking air safety

The current design of India’s air safety regulatory agency

needs a radical overhaul

‘We should chanmel our collective national grief over
the recent air disaster into itrospeciion about the
stair’s capability for rulming airsafety.

From first principles, we know that there are
markst folfures that motivate siate mberventbon.
There may bea problem of market power ina small
oiizopoly of sidines. Some nirines, (o maxdmise
profits, may oo cormers on safety expenditumes. Pas-
sersgers cannot reasonably be sxpected 1o judge the
uhfufmﬂﬂmbemunfuﬂmnmm
Plane omshes impose negzative sxtemal-
Ithes wpom many parties We, thensfone,
meed a1 government agency that inter-
venes in the airiine industry to address
thesemarket faihures. Atpresent indndis,
some of thisintervention —incuding air
safety — is dane by the Diectomte Gen-
eral of Chvil Avintion (DAL

Ite-ﬁ' latary theory teaches us a kot
nbom such an organisation shoold
be stractomed. h requires arm's-length
operations from the exwscative govern-

At of Fartiame st that cearhy defines s powers, inde-
pendence, and govermance sructure. 18 functions =
asmbordinate office under the direct admmistatee
control of the Menkstry of Cieil Aviation. Decisionson
budgets, policy directives, and sven staffing often
flow from the: ministry, This impedes the develop-
ment of agency capability.

The DGCAuses conventona civil service recnst-
ment processes for its HE. This malkes it diffucalt o
nftmet and retain ssasoned pldiots, airomft maimten-
anreenyineers, airtraffic contml experts,
anifl accident investigatom, peven the
e Iucmm': np]'lnnumuumallablz im

As a subordinate office of the mimis-
iry, the DOCAS Anancial resources are
subject to mmml budpetary allombion,
aften competing with other ministerial
priorities Thiscan leadtnonderfunding,
limiting tts ability to mvest in state-of-

meni, a reservoiral specialned experiie, the-art investgmtive iools, advanced
and the ahility o act swiftly and dec- EHI'HI-A'HA'M simulation and tmining bclites. orom-
snely,. B moxt be lepsistively WP HEISHNAN cial IT infrastruchu e recquired forsophis-

empowened 1o regulare the: domain, be
autnnamons and adequately resounced,
with mechanizms for fimance, human resoaroes[HR)
aml procurement that are fit for purpose 2nd oot
drawn from government department designs. We
mest recall that ome resson for creating Shatwory
ory Auhortiies (SRA) is to have specialised
wenridoree, 2nd processes that dffer from mon-
lime prrvesmmme.

How does the present DGCA fare? it hasa sound

organisational colture, with dedicated individuaks
rtvl.r:in aphold safety standands. But its instia-
igniacks many reguaired elemems.

The powers of the DGCA ae lrpely thoogh
exgCtive notifications and mules umder a pre-imde-
[\md:nﬂ-au Act and a mepplementary Act of Sk

dres maot have clear chjsrtives and automomy
e g e R

ticmied data amalytics in sty oversight

Resource constraints and limitations in

rocurement hinder the id acquisition and
El:p]:rym:ntufﬂ.ﬂt o

Operating withiin o traditional gevemment deparn-
mentnl stmcture inevitably entarls mdiple wers of
apprival and siower decsion-making processes. In
aviation, whene sihaations can evohe mpidby, such
dedays hinder the effectivenesc of the agency.

These structural and opemtional limibttions col-
kectively comtribtute bo problems such as a peroehved
lack of credshilsty in the regalator's independence,
patemtial for regulatony captare, and show adoption of
st practices and mnovatinn in sty mansgement.
Ultimately, they can compromise the shility of the
DGCA wachieve it primary mission.

Whatdowesse withzimilarly EOvErTEENE
apence in sdvaneed s ccommites? In the 1S 59 -

el Aviaton Admimistration (FAAL is an :.n:l]np.m:
apency. [t £ the desion, moemfartnd
temance, and operation of mcraf lﬁu:n:lrlﬁlu cer-
iyt gl civil adreraft. pilots. mechamies, and sirines
inensare they meet rigorons standands. In the spirt
of regudatory theory, it has an opemtionalzmm — the
AdrTraffic risation (ATC) —which manages the
mm\.‘;hn um;mnnd.:md procuns-
macmt Systems that are separate from the rules that
povern mos {ederal agencies.

The analogous agency inthe UK is the Civil dvt
atiaon Authoriby IE\'LTII: regulates the desigm,
mamufscturimg, maimenence, and opemation of air-
cmaft. This includes certifying all Uk-registered air-
craft, pilotx air traffic controllers, and afdines to
ensare misty compliance. In line with regubstory
theory, and takingthe sepaotion of regulator and ser-
viceprovider astep fusther the operational manage-
mecnt of airspace is handled by an entirely sepamte
entity: MATS Hormerly KatiomalAdr Traffic Services),

which operates as a public-private pastnership, This
stroctoral sepamtion dictabes their adminis e
antanoemy. The CA, as a public corpormation, isnot
bound by UK Gl Service il es and thus develiops s
mumpersonnel palices and manages s own procune-
ment proosses, separste from the government.
NATS, being a private company, operates with full
commescial freeclom, setting its own distinet peoctns-
mzemt risdes and employment terms compietely oo-
side of public secior framewors. e

What isthe way foremand?

A pew, comprehemsive Aot of Parliament: is
urgemntty requined to estzhlich an Aviation Safety
Authonty {ASA), which is prounded i modern
Indian thinkmng on SRAs. A dean, modem, anmd
well-dmiffted low, compamble to the dmft Endian
Financial Code, ismequined.

The new omganisation most be operationally
antonomous with its oem governing board, clearby
defined povwers, and o mandate that prioniises safety
shove all else. The composition and mie of the boamd
JSJCE!,' o achisving state capahility. The boand mmst

the manngement team acooantable, and the
ﬂ:muu.rkmgnithe organistion mst be conducive
intransparency and acoountadility.

showid have frrencm | sonmoemy, perhaps fonded
tharough a dedicated cess omair ora specificalio-
cation that & ring-fenced and not sebgecs 0 anoual
povernmental vagaries. Ths will emable it o mvestin
necesary infrstochere, echnology, and  aman
Tesoures. [t must be rered Lo s own
hmmmmm:pnﬁc:mm' {umimkmm-
memnt, competitive compenstion. md the creation of
aspecinlissd mvinrion sty profesional cadne

Contracing s u'u:rn:la;l:.- acriticel choke pairt
fnrcnrnp]n:hedmll.a]pm ems. The new organiss-
thom meeds to drawe opon the new body of knowdedge
it has been created on govemment comtracting m
the Lot froe pears.

India’sambition e beoomea |leading global =oon-
oy and a major mviation bub calls for o safeny regu-
Imtory fromevwork that is world-class. amionomous,

and uncompromised

‘The author i zn banomry senior fellowat the lsae
et fear Buddic Podsy anid 2 formee =i | sses—rr
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Al to cut 15% of
international
flights; cites
safety checks

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Air India
will reduce its international
services by 15% till at least
mid-July owing to “geo-po-
litical tensions” arising
out of the unavailability of
wide-bodied aircraft due
to an ongoing safety exam-
ination after the crash of
its Dreamliner aircraft in
Ahmedabad and the ongo-
ing Iran-Israel conflict.

In a late evening state-
ment, the airline said it is
also undertaking enhanced
safety checks on its Boeing
777 fleet besides its Boeing
787-8/9 (Dreamliners) “as a
matter of added precaution”,
leading to 83 cancellationsin
the past six days since June
12,thedayofthe Al-171crash.

The cuts will be imple-
mented “between now and
20 June and will continue
thereafter until at least
mid-July” and this adds to
its reserve aircraft availabil-
ity to take care of any un-
planned disruptions, it said.
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Air travellers
get picky about
aircraft they are

flying: Survey

MAHESH KULKARNI
BENGALURL, DHNS

Indian alr rvellers, espe-
cially those whi have exist-
gz flight bookings for inter
natianal wavel inthecoming
months or those whio are m
the process of making them
are concerned about which
ircrafttheaifinesare goirg
to .

This follows che June 12 air
crashinvolving Boeing THT-8
Dreamlmer operated by Air
India ar Ahmedabad, which
leed tovthie death of 270 people
including 241 on boaid,

Abowt 41'% of Indinn air
travellers are kooking at air-
craft type before undertak-
Ingairtravel, Another 56%o!
the air ravellers are check-
ing which rype of aircraft
the airlines are going to use
before boolang or undertk
ing.a fight,asurvey by Local-
Circles. o community social
mexka platform, revealed,

The survey received over
40,000 responses [rom aky
travedlers located in 29u dis-
tricts in India post-Air Indin
flight crash. Abour 61% re-
spondents were men while
0% respondents were worm-
en Among the respondents.
47% were from Tier-1, 32%
from Tier-2 and 21% respon-
dents were from Tier-3/4/5
and rural dismrices.

Thowsands of nirtruvellers
have been expressing their
concerns an LocalCireles
and other social media plat-
forms abourt the safety ofthis
nireralt ypeand whether itis
safeto travel More than half
of all the respondents have
also fvoured the grounding
of Boeing THT-8 sircraft il
all issues are investigated
and sorted.

AirTndia has cancelled 66
flight= to be operated with
Bocing 787 between June 12
and June 17, Multiple Rights
hiave been cancelled or de-
layed eiting technical issues
have also been repored.




AIRPL}F{ 'SAUT HOPITY U!- iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LDATNIE JAGEAN

LELHI

20 JUNE 2025

qu3nsdl | fair 2 3 % @ ofid
mmﬁﬁwmaﬁ:ﬂaﬁ%ﬂw

ek, Ut - Fmm gEew
aﬁﬂgﬂtﬂ:ﬂm?im
i F aEn g fFam
UME-171 & wed W W™
TE F A 2| I FT F AW
Wit fome % wiw e
SifEn W # | WK 3 e
o wuEnzEl 79 e e
¥ wAT WF W SEE e
| AR w5 gw e
30 dHiftw o ¥ @ am
¢ faud == w0 o fr oW
Y ® S & e sfes
vi= =) fode F o fEn
1 o BEA & S w s
o 38 W e el g
#, foad wWnE o =1 e
AET Wi O T € e
UUATEE] % Hwee S
TR = wE i E e
w0 G e &1 79 W,
sfen & wlat Awm 2
gHemre gu e W s
e | v o
12 99 W uEH 5 W
'I‘aqmars.’mqﬁﬁ il
WOl Ae gHe T
a7\ qﬂtﬁmm‘fﬁﬁmﬁ
T~ ' Taam w5 =hew e
=] T A e 9Eg

o IROR 4 wEl-vuEd
T © [t wie @y ol
Sroifsn aal o s

o QHCARRA §U fT9H o
el v @ vEvE

S I58aA WAt A o wilen do@

W 3g3UA FER A 2R T Feliae Olee dee 3 e,
e 2l g i TR 3 e o e e 9
T & | AFING 3584 Tl THHIEA 10 - SIPR O TAIC HRTl
A e dif b o | S o T i Al I A S el £
il e & o efiferel o ittt 3t i 8a o) i

I TS T |

fmﬁﬂﬂwﬂzuﬁﬁﬂ

Gﬁmzsﬁaﬁnémlm
= fwer 2025 F €6 €
ufd weE 38 F=E A &l
TR M A 0 A A 15

@R % W 9l TEE 38
SR ITE H R
#| =m fF 18 SaErEE TE
T IEHE W W A T 2T
og-mion § feEa awe

ekl



AIRF‘UF{ ISAUT HORITY QF INL‘IlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINI K JAGREAN DELHI 20 JUMNE 2025

7§ 4 1.43 U3 AN A
DI TN g A

Higel: 7 maid 91,43
IS T A B 2SI
& 1 9fE7 ot wem ot AR A
TR T ST RUE 3 3,
TS 04 B 1 BTN B
uwe 4.1 0 @ gl W@
& 1 3727 ol 5 339 S
& ooy ad 2025-26 %
21 T aars aifa) ot e
§ 7-10 ofee A WA 2
Tl & | Swe)



AIRPUR ISAUT HDRITY OF INDlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

ES5 DAINIEK JAGRAN

LELHI

20 JUWNE zZ02z25

e qHe T ST 'R BT S e DI ST H &, TR®R alel- UaEd ! aa &1 fib @i a1a B Sipifeti el I gt

fIHT 215 W 9RT &4 &ld 19 Ol SIS IR

"$IUT i & feTu v a?l?g?raﬁ {egd[_mmgdfﬂ Aot

FOWAL, B : SFOTEE 0 TF
TR 5 gHE Y UAE AR
¥ HET EOerE e TR
F FEU T oA SNaT o W, 98
= o o e e
=T 9 S W T
THEA T A (A ) A
ATFA AT IF T o FI
== TR T 2 T U
F = T W EEIE T w
S AR T T O feE
FART o F@ T ] T g
W wEE gEm F A E w
g | e | = e T T
ST A W 9 A A T
&, Foml oA o = Fe ey
e W R B A e I
¥ mofers St ghw 3
AAITHE = 9 0 A

A SgsdR s -

frEdy (duRdlan ) A s
am frdy (AR W ooE
g 2 13 79 # g O
s B v Fuale o sl
T 16 7 71 e W A F
fauE & # W A 92 83

b T AT e # fiar o
g, forre & fary anifom
e o eiferren oo T

ARG IFETH HA A

o1 Tten dow

AR 3530 U A S
Fafere ol HaeT 4 ey, W
ol e 3R e b e

ol SR ) 3% 0 & | A
FFE T AT G e A
P T TR RIS & A ais
R T T E FE O T
T T A e AR
e, HrE A e 2 Y- e
T 2 T T AR B B B
8 HiFaTe 13- e e ai
T TR A T A |
EeF 4 A e o e e
TR TS & R o e
A T o A T W T
TR T 7 T T EE
% | fEm o T Bl 4 el T T
7 T 3T O U -
R T S 7 |

WOEE F 0 wEE iR
alle uafEdl % wsdm 9 e
= 4 T & A e g
T TERF A1 R e & T

rm;s HPATHG: EOeEr FeE
T ¥ A G- A A
¥ Tod), FFH OEEE 2
HFAE & AW W A W TR
O § AT I T
= 2T = T e e T
T R A ST o g e
R e e B o
i el <iert 3 e o e
¥ aF 57w ¥ Tues F
T FE TV A TR

= & afEies S T e
¥ @ w9 wen o i)
FreEa dFEE R odea e
&1 i @ on &) o whe
fere, et i o e
Y e wae § o i i
ﬂ'mrrmlv*uzurrfm CER
B O i WA & A A
B oadt @ R 3 R
3 & g giEg wEd F g
1% wae A F 8 TRA R

b T T TR i .pgy aﬁwm*’[qﬂi#m
T A . o g ¢
: ¢l Tl e B e e s 4
g B for e w1 ot e et 4
T i wifvER 8 T 9 B O R
sr=r AR ph o il
'%_,[wuggﬂm SO T T | T I O A T
; gﬁn TG T fe R & | BTeiE, Se
T T o B i i B &
AR T T AT AN E |
SR SR A A AR A S A WA
ool At Wl el Bl BT T B ATHA I1 AT 1000
78 7 5 T T YR T A Afcoas, Tam F ang wE
qHE A TE T i P i i, . mﬁﬁmg%ﬂmrgﬁhﬁa‘mﬁ#ﬁrﬁﬁmﬂﬂ
i Rl o0 | AP e e A aA nﬁgﬁmmﬁjuﬁammﬁmm
3R T S R & | T T IR

o, T 7 37 ST o6 T T R
TR BT 1 | SR e e g

ﬁ#ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂtﬁ’ﬁrw i ditam

FJTHM|

T S A ST 1| R I EE 1000 F
T o1 781 £ | % ¥ 7 A U e
2 e 1 1 e = e o e o AR 0 o el 6 e o
TR 1 T | T T ], TR, TR, T e

0 IO T 3 M e o0 AfEE £ 1 A T A

e et el 8 e ade e &
i et & Tt 6 e A
 fm #En i =EER S
Tl el A eoo R
T

o e i o e

AMET 143 WA RS F S
oty gurdl fi9 148 99 -;rré-n
THE WO TE)| F9d g el
A 4 T e mis Sl
= Or W o 9 i A T
WAl & @A A AR F

o U TR B
WA | 7H 39 wEd 129
AR FE ME B
w0 el # 9 famm & oy
o= e o O = B | = -
I T



AIRPORTS AUT HCIF-?! ]"Y F iNUiﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

E5 DAINIEK JAGEAN DELHT 20 JUNE 2025

WA YR Ielcll & TREMH bl acil Wl

- BRI & foru uid fo 9t 78T 3 eelldrey

T FAR « TPET

78 feadll : TTREE o gefwret A
HEY AR 0 - SifEy 5a
1 WA &, 30 afEren e o
A 32=AA e 9 FE uE
7 U fid @ S o A 3
™ w1 v 2 S s
o €, T s A W T
£ 5 ToUEE F1 TEEAW geiE
W TRTE 357 A oeiEer
F o AT U SR e
(T2t fiey 951 21 7 #wines
A7t 339 | EgeE vene Fow
(FUFAR ) F 9 J A
oy F TET SEEE O 28 w2
W 324 T YATE # A o T,
FHifh TIH F W W SR
oy T # T0F ¥ e BN
TR I T § ) TF 12N WeE &
T AP WEH G £
7 2 W ITH WA T TEEE
TEAT W OHEHY R AEFE
o % 2 eE om fodar
T amitd 3T T S 4N
y 99 v o FmiEn 3

TR AdEERI, FENgr] - i
HRTE & TR0 e 6 & o
TR o ol & o g A e
1 8w | A g Mg

5 07 M e A gF 2ol ghe

A% TR 7 2l Gyl @

T SRR T o T 4 | T,
TN H Wi W (W)
IFF AT T I F | S TS
it & o3 fdvi & aem ofeee

UF & F FEd W FAF o
7 fri fTam 1 dn SdE
IF S ARY w2 T i
Ta % F4 el o | 709 gEe
T U G 9 Wil Fed
2 7 it SRl 9 W WER
TeliEe T FqWE W OAE g9
Tl | 250 &1 a0 8 7 &1 o=
ﬂmmwaqﬁlﬁr

o F1 i ° w9 @ 7 R

0] 35§ T Tl 490 TR
FIRY T A T AT
7o 4 it A5 e g
fem &=it < 1 W =) o,
i DI & TR 23 FA O
HOE TR E I TAW aE oA W
T TR S E T A A e dma
THEH A 8 T TR A & |
fers fewe Frm R g e

g o T WS O wF W
mmmqﬁaﬁrﬁl#’.ﬂmm
& TEd UEEE F I F T
T F ol 7 oW ﬂmumﬁ.ﬁ?{
OF # # 3 UEee S s
37 T8 7 TIH 1 O 98 W EE
T & wE 39 I B A T
T T 2 e S S 9 9
a1 S Tk | TR ° o liad
ARETH F F2 T A0FER A E
& R T2 A & a1 =
F %2 F mplevia § S gl )
eraeieaftiua iee o



Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINTE JAGRAN EANPUR 19 JUNE 2025

a3- TGS U3 S 3l
3SH 3AMG R

T, dEE : GEs-mEas
U SfEar % fade ® guan
T foeen ¥ oqer aiewm @
1 g e UeT | us EfEa
= fome wamE-2490 e 9
IMH 0655 T IS THET
TIUE a7 TE 09:10
o5 Favdl 21 9% fome uaE-

2492 WRL @@ @ T
09:50 &3 ITH WL e
H @ 1148 a5 TEEA
AR 19 # @S 5
e fa9E EEE A
oo | uER s = AR H
=A@ T R e 9 wEeas
% U I3 WA T v
2491 =1 U= wROT 3R
foeelt § 9RT W % g@d
e o |



AIRPORTS AUT HORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATINTIEK JAGRAN EANPUR 19 JUNE 2025

WIR $ieA1 ds a1 Dl TR I IS H Bl ekl

?;ﬂ; mﬁﬁw £EUAIE 24TS %S W a9 B &l S-S W3R i1 Bl Tellee
I‘atn:ﬁ%uﬁmmﬁwuﬁ;a% Wtﬁﬁﬁﬁ ?’;lgﬁﬁiﬁ?ﬁ

W wE H| T s b
TEl TE % w@Ed an
TR A Fel 5 a9 aifafem
Ul % Ok W WS |gl 777
fomi = geEn Sig s
TR sfean 7 e & § ufaes
T WEET '
21 fiee we & F st 9

2, Ut - BsvEs e ST 2 Ass |
TH & O G 38 D A &1 T | S D AR
U G-l Bl 0TS 718 | 218 31381 WEcpeu] &l
TEAR Yg& $Hc] 19eTl | 390 918 99 FRED o&
< B01S 3gS Ol 37l TRE W el off | S &
SR AT a1 o1 i T i T | 5 Bl
T Bl TS 1S | W] @ i O] ST W B |

SN, TEAH : YO -01aI% U3 Sisdl ©f Telse @
THAN ] D - Y 1ed1 717 | feoel § 91
T 9 915 gU 3a 9 59 Tollse @) FR o
03T | T8, DTkl o113 Sis7l P [a¥H 63 856
T He, TS feeoil U3R Sfsan o faur wns-
2478 AT 9¢, U3IE-2461 od+3 4 130 T,
T3IE- 811 U He TIiad g1l |

T 9 83 HAaWEH ISH ©
T &1 5 s J e TR
fr Ssiifaffn wre it usr
ifea & uEwel T sEvET
i 9T 5w el

UK sfedr 4 w@E@E #iR

TR RO © T ST
Enile il e (s i
o 35 A F o | et
w A% 1§ F | TR A
el & fiF 38 18 5 # a0
Ziel-faredl S UzE18s &

TE-TEE #HR e & g
freifa AFEST & 95d © B
TS| 35H T H & 9% fTE
T Teel § TaR AE B IR
ez | g 9 fowed i 35H
UHTE 996 H aeh-hl SRl

| ® * fear | atE =
form & =g+ % @ Tar R
T FE, ere # gE %
% T H @E d W g
fooelt & =9 9 359 UAE
2145 I | 15 = foar @l



AIRPUH ISAUT HDR”Y (_}F iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK NAVJIYOTIL JATIPUR 19 JUNE 2025

T3 3Fear @t
3ITHAEE

FTEAT AT T T
oft faeet wirer

ke e
HEHEERE Y & "
uan e #t A=y
FIE FH AR

I

TH] TEEZ USME 2145
mmﬁﬁfz&ﬂ

YEISE UHE 188 Hiae
=i 7 | 598 A Reewd
T AT AL

THE 996 T THAHI
=T T

T mimEEE Y
ot AR wAw A1 gE A
9 S B 6 398 WY
FTART AT



AIRPC "HISAU!HDPH Y OF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK NAVJIYOTI JATPUR 12 JUNE 2025

ST | HaE S ATet wge fe

Sara, S| g
# g F A W
AT & HA 7
=THF =T AT I
AT AT (A S
F GEATEE T A AT 6,30
= HeE o fom A

AT H qF FEE
| FW & Aor] qaE
9 T TR FE | AR F
AR AR TETE T

E[HEI'-‘?F{HW
wwawm:ﬁr

NEEH o I T H
3 52 i 92 73 | e F
el Sfem 1 wemge | gad
T A A, A
¥ Ay v dem v

EATEE A E |5 w5 A
T TR
FEEIAA

el
S AT T AR HAR
T TR 3T W S0,
foers ol 1 srgferan =1
mmwlwm
£l waw 4,45 TH
AR A FAEE AT
9,50 w9 3N TETHE =
A A G 855 T 7
S Al FEEE AT 10.40
TITAFIEE T A
3 ?ﬁ-_-ﬂEﬁTﬂw'iT'il‘f i e
F T FEV A E




AIRPORTS AU HL’H!! Y OF iNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK NAVJYOTIL JATIPUE Lo JUNE d025

IS T TE BT

T WA T s & fae % ghema

B & 918 8§ 291 H 99 7% =109 66 384

™ A 99 ¥ reEn # oA s
- W # qad, sEwEee #
mwﬁrufrﬁﬁ e | wga, e § =,
e | wHe, mammmmgl
AT T TerfaeeTd 3 TeiE U fem 1 5
A faegs e o &) 9T 92 o0 F ae
TR ST T 1 5 TAe I e W e
A ¥ #ifea fabam sl 4 =8 d9em § 320
T1aTl & T8 819 | 71 e 4 e vaw e
Eadiseideunnt b el o fl i o o
W TR WA AW A e § A aie e
T e TR @ ¥ Tm At o e e
Gl n GO L o i A O o
Wmﬂhﬂmﬁﬂﬂmwmh
Tarme arr 3 A = Tawm, o wivien e
MF TR NI T T T
o titsTey farme dramd W 3 A =
T o T ¥ e e & e T s
TRl A W g £ e E, 9 AR
Tregfe, 0 509 A7 @4 Fwl & 99 R amge
FE A e TN T 3T W #E TETE
I WG T | S A T = § 58
s 1 Teafar 3 =8 &1 o oo & fom oo ain
e A ) A 8 I ¥ A
w1 oA A g9 w9 wnE o § ) drefem
e, STTETHE, T R ST T T
o ¥ 1 ZE9 AN A9 o7 F TAE A & wi "en
a5 ¥ 0 ae ¥ e 0 e A w0 T
H W #iR gEE A W e § | e e
ST S AT TE B1 Sl & o1 4rel o i
A i aEA-=rE | Wet 2w @ oW
WM 424, TREE s @ AfEwe
AT F 0 ST 80 €1 38T & e W T8
T o W a5 e @ B o ween e v
A AT A T A TS # A o e wmi
gmwwwmmmm%rm

T 3N 277 = W e o e
w =1d & & S Al # fo e aaa i
3i At = T a0 T T v e
AT W A F (S0 F W, TR
TETE W A T § v S e e
F1 B | S e 1 o Haregn, e o
A i 3gA T GAieEa A H o i
|



AIRF‘URISAUIH RIT‘I’ (_)F INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

20 JUNE 2025

Centre Kicks Off Comprehensive Review
of Airline Performance, Passenger Safety

Civil aviation minister meets Air India CEO and senior management of IndiGo, SpiceJet, Akasa

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The government un-
dertook an extensive review of safe-
ty, passenger facilitation, and airi-
ne performance in the aftermath of
last week's deadly crash of an Air
India Boeing 787 Dreamliner plane
in Ahmedabad.

Civil aviation minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu met Ajr India CEO
Campbell Wilson and senior mana-
gement of IndiGo, Spicedet and
Akasa Ajr on Thursday The mee-
ting focused on operational conti-
nuity, supporting transparent and
acommtable communication with
the public, and ensuring passenger
safety and convenience, according
toa statement by the ministry

The meeting was called to discuss
the evolving scenario in the Middle
Eact enhanced safety checks, anda
ban on night flying in Europe, ac-
cording to the statement. Air India
is also facing reduced aireraft avai-
lability. The carrier will temporari-
ly scaledown operations, restruciu-
re fights, and announce all Night
schedule changes through the me-
dia, itsaid.

The government alsosaid that no
decizion hasheen taken yelon sen-
ding the black box of the crashed

Check and

Minister also held Adrparts todd to
RE-C"IEI'.I( nationwide review Do0st sUppOrT for
with airport directors delayed passengers
Alrindla facing Alr inedla cutting Over BO Alr
alnraft shortage Europe and US India Mights
due to safety flights by 15% cancelled
chedks Tt - Juty since the crash

Air India jet to the US and that the
Alfrcraft Accident Investigation
Bureau { AATB) will take a call on
thematter.

Following the crash, Afr India is
reducing flights to Europe and
North America by 15% till mid-July
to increase the availability of con-
tingency aireraft for meeting any
sudden Qight disruptions. The aii-
ne has cancelled more than 80
Nightssince the crash that Killed 241
people on board the Dreamliner
and 3 onthe ground.

Mostof the affected Nightsof Air
India were to be operated by 787s.
These were cancelled due to en-

hanced inspections by the avia-
tion regulator, the effect of which
got worsened by the closure of
Iran's airspace, for-
cing airlines to take
longer detours,
MNight curfew in se-
veral European air-
ports further delay-
ed the return leg as
pilots aleo ran ont af their permit-
ted duty hours.

Naidu also spoke with airport di-
rectors across India to review gro-
undlevel preparedness and pas-
senger support mechanismes in the
light of rescheduling of flights due

tofactors likeenhanced checks post
the Ajir India accident, weather
changes, and closure of airspaces
of certain couniries duse o geopoli-
tical tensions.

“Cloge linison with atrlines was
emphasizsed toensure passenger is-
sues are addressed swiftly and on
the spot. Availability of food, drin-
king water and adequate seating fa-
cilities at terminals must be ensu-
red, particularly during flight dela-
ysorcongestion. SufTicient person-
nel must be deployed at key
touchpoints to manage passeng-
er grievances proactively” the mi-
nisiry said.

Ajrport directors were requested
to extend all possible assistance to
airlines facing operational disrup-
tions, including gate reassign-
menits and logistical support.

Earlier, Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Falz Ahmed Kid-
wal met Wilson and CEOQ of Air In-
dia Express Aloke Singh over a vir-
tual meeting. The head of opera-
tions, safety and training of both
airlines were part of the meeting.

“Boththeairlines were askedto do
a complete safety roview and be ex-
tra cautious. If necessary, the airi-
nesshould caneel flights but enhan-
ced checks are a must.” a govern-
ment official said.
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Air India Fares Fall Across Key Routes

Crashed plane was ‘well-maintained’, last checked in June '23: CEQ

Mumbai: Fares on Air India are
noticeably lower for both domes-
tic and international destinations
since the crash of a 787 Dreamli-
ner aireraft of the Tata Group-ow-
nedairline last weeb.

The trend is particularly evident
for last-minate bookings for the
carrier, with Advance Purchase
Days (APD) recording significant
drops, showed data analvsed from
travel booking plathorm ixigo. The
APDmetricrefers totickets bought
between zero and fifteen days prior
tothe travel date, a period typically
associated with higher fares.

The analysis compared average
one-way fares for travel scheduled
during June 13-19against thoee for
the preceding period of June 612

Internationally, several key rootes
of Alrindia experienced reductions.
Flights from New Dolhi to Kuala
Luompur saw a substantial 16% de-
crease o E1,389. Other international
destinations, including Dubai and
Sydney recorded 5% declines, while
Melbourne saw a 2% reduction. Fa-
res feoin Mumbaialsofoll by 1%.

Domestically the impact was even

more pronommceed on certain sec-
tors. The Bengalura-Hyderabad 1o
ute saw a 24% drop o €.314. Other
notable reductions in fares on do-
mestic routes inchule Bengalurn-
Pune (2%), Bengaluru-Chennai

(22%), New Delhi-Ahmedabad
(#1% ), and Mumbai-Chennai (21% )
Smaller decdlines were obsarved on
routes like New Delhi-Hyderabad
(2% yand Mumbai-Ahmedabad (1% ).

Apcording to another Online
Travel Agency (OTA) source, fa-
res on Alr India ighis to destina-
tions like Germanv, Hong Kong,
and Australia have also recorded
declines. Conversely, the UK saw
an increase in tickel prices.

Ajir India CED Campbell Wilson
Thursday released a statement on
the Flight AINT] crash expressing
sorrow for the 241 onboard and 34
ground fatalities, He affirmed Ajr
India’s cooperation with authorities.

Wilson affirmed that the Boeing
787 was “wellmaintained”. Its
last major check was in June 2023,
with the next due in December
2025. The right engine was over-
hanled in March, while the left
was inspected in April “Both the
aircraftand engines wereregular-
Iy monitored, showing no issues
before the flight.” hesaid.

The crew included “Captain Su-
meet Sabharwal,” with over 10,000
wide-body hours, and “First Officer
Clive Kunider,” with over 2,400, Wil-
son said Following a directive issu-
ed by the civil aviation regulator,
Alr India is inspecting its fleet of 33
Dreamliner jets. He said checks on
26 planes have been completed.

These inspections along with “ex-
ternal factors like airspace closu-
res .. and night-time restrictions,”
have forced the airline to cancel
fNights. Wilson said Alr India will
cut international widebody flights
by 15% June 20throngh mid-July, 1o
provide “more backup aireraft.”

... Warned for
Airbus Flights'
Safety Lapses

MEW DELHI The regulator has
warned Air India for breaching
safety rules after 3of its Airbus
planes flew despite being over-
due an checks on eMergency
equipment, and for being slow to
address the issoe, government
documents show,

The warning notices and an
investigation report were not in
any way related to last week's
crashof an Air India Boeing
787-8plane that killed 241
peopleonboard, and were sent
days before that incident.

in the report. the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation said
spot checksin May on three Air
India Airbus planes found that
they were operated despite
mandatory inspections being
overdue on the "critical emer-
Eency equipment” of escape
slides. —Reuters



HITA AErEy |
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY

OF INDLA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPEESS DELHI 20 JUNE 20Z5

Crashed Dreamliner was
well-maintained: AI CEO

PRESSTRUST OF IMDIA
Humbai, lune 19

THE CRASHED BOEING 787
§ Dreamlinerwas “well-main -
tained " and had undergonea
major check injune 2023 with
the next scheduled for Diecem -
berthis year, said Air India CEO
and managmgdirectorCamp
bell Wilson on Thursday.

Inamessgetofhers the Air
I'ndia chief also said the 15%
reduction inAlr Indias Interma-
tional wide-body fleet opem
ticns for the next fow weeks isa
temporary move and 1t may
affect its customers’ travel
plans, “The plane was well-
maintamed, with its last major
check i fune 2023 and the
next scheduled for December
20125.1ts npht enmne wasover
hauledin March 2025, and the
left engine was inspected in
April 2025, Both the alrcraft
and engines were regularly
monitored, showing no issucs
beform the fhght " he sid.

The airline chief further
said the loss of 241 passengers
and crew members, along with
34 people on the ground , has
“left us all in deep sorrow”,

“Words cannot express the
pain we feel for the families and
loved ones affecte by this dev-
astating event. Weans fullycom-
mitted todomg allwe can to sup
port the famibics impacted and
are also working closely with
authorities to understand the
cause of this tragedy. Qur

Ol PR L WILS DN, CED AMD MO, A% (NDIR ,‘r

The DOCA has contirmed
that Air India Boeing 787

fleet and maintenance
processes fully meet
safety standards

HITIH KUMAR
Mew Delhi, June 19

THE CENTRE OM Thursday
said it wall institutionalise
periodic mviewswith arlines
onoperational mat ters. These
moviews will also cover avia
ticn safety, airline perfor-
i nce and passenger supporn
systemns acmss the country.
“It was decided that the
practoe of periodical review

" Govt to institutionalise
periodic airline reviews

with the airlines on opera
tional matterswill be institu-
tionalised for better maonitor-
Ing andcoond Ination,” the clvil
aviation minist oy said,

“The deasion regarding
the kocation for decoding the
flight recomiers will be taken
by theAlrcraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau after due
assessment of all technical,
safety,and scouritycons dem-
tions,”the statement said.

thoughts are with everyone
touched by thisloss™Wilson sid.
Camphbell said follow ing the
fune 12 crash and asdirected by
the DGCA, the aidine has bean
conducting thomugh safety
inspections on its 33 Boeing
787 aircraft “The DGCA has
confirmed Air India Boeing
747 fleet and mamienance
processes fully meet safety
standamis,"he added,

June 21-July 15:Al to
cut back 135 flights

dir India's decision to red uce
flights inlightofenhanced pre-
flightsafety checks will result in
cutbacks of at least 135 inter-
national flights between [une
21 and july 15. Routes that are
suspended inclode Delhi

Mairmobl Amritsar- Londonand
Goa(Mopa)-London (Gatwick).
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Jordanian
airline back
with flights
to Mumbai

SWARA ] BAGGONEAR
Mumbai, June 1%

ROYALIORDAMIAM AIRLIMES
hasmade a comeback to India
after a gaprof 13 yearswith the
laundh of direct flights
betweenAmman and Mumbai.
I'he inaugural fight touched
dovwn in MumbaionT hurs day.

Thenewservlcewill operate
four times awerk aboand the
Abrbuis A3 20ne0. Plans are afoot
tocxpand thisservice to datly by
next year A senior executive of
the aidine told FE that direct
flights to Delhiwill also com -
imeficein the next 3-4 months

This strategic addition
strenpgthens connectivity
between India and |ordan and
piffers onward travel toover 50
destinations acmssthe Middle
East, Gulf, and Borth Africa,

Kartimi Makhbou r', chief
commeraal officer, Roval jor
danian said,"Mumbai 15 an
important madeet for curdsia
strategy.”
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MURMBAI
Alcancels 3
int’l flights

Air India has cancelled
three of its International
flights on Wednesday
owing to various reasons.
The airline said it had to
cancel its Toronto-Delhi
flight Al188 of June 18 due
to extended meintenance
and conseguently operat-
Ing crew coming under
regulatory flight duty time
limitation nerms, Also,
flight AI996 from Dubal to
Delhi on June 18, 2025
was cancelled due to
tachnical reasons. Flight
Al2145 to Ball was can-
celled after it returned to
Delhi due to volcanic
eruption,
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Airspace closure leaves
150 passengers stranded
as flight gets cancelled

FPJ News Service

RAJKDT
—

Travel plans for hundreds
were thrown into disarray this
maorning as an IndiGo flight
from Rajkot o Mumbai was
abruptly cancelled,
reportedly due to airspace
closure. The early morning
flight, scheduled to depart
from the Rajkot International
Airport at  Hirasar, left
approximately 150 booked
passengers stranded, facing
significant inconvenience.

The affected IndiGo flight,
which typically operates daily,
departing Rajkot at 900am to
reach Mumbai by 10.10am,
was grounded. Sources within
the airline indicated that pas-
sengers were informed of the
cancellation as early as yester
day, offering some advance
notice.

“It's incredibly frustrating,”
expressed a passenger who
preferred to remain anony-
mous. “I had an important
meeting in Mumbai, Now Il
have to scramble to find an
alternative, and myv whole
schedule is messed up”

The ripple effect of the air-
space  closure  extended
beyond the canceled flight
IndiGo's Rajkot to Pune flight,
initially scheduled for a
10:25am departure, also faced
delays and wasrescheduled to
take off at 1L05Sam, with
further delavs possible.

Today’s schedule at Rajkot

IndiGo's Rajkot to
Pune flight, initially
scheduled for a
10.25am departure,
also faced delays
and was
rescheduled to
take off at 11.05am

—

International Airport initially
listed 1 fights. While the
IndiGo Mumbai flight was
canceled, Air India's Mumbai
flight had already departed at
its scheduled 840am. Other
lights include evening depar-
tures to Mumbai and night
flights to Delhi. IndiGo also
has  subsequent  flights
planned for Pune at 12.25 pm,
Mumbai at 1225 pm,
Hyderabad at L15 pm, Pune at
2.00 pm, Bangalore at 3.55pm,
Delhi at 550 pm, and another
Mumbai flight at 620 pm.
Passengers for these flights

are advised o check their

flight status regularly

The impact of airspace
issues wasnt confined to
Rajkot Passengersat Vadodara
airport also experienced con-
siderable delays this morning
Air India flight Al 823 from
Delhi arrived two hours
behind its schedule, causing a
cascading effect on the con-
necting flight, Al 824 from
Vadodara to Delhi, which also
departed two hours late,

“We were left waiting for
hours with no clear informa-
tion” lamented a passenger at
Vadodara, visiblv frustrated.
“This kind of uncerminty is
unacceptable, especially when
vou have connecting Rights or
important commitments.”

Adding to the woes at
Vadodara, Air India flight Al
670 from Vadodara to
Mumbai was delayed by 15
minutes. These delays high-
lighted the widespread dis-
ruption caused by the air-
Space resmictions
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Al flight makes
emergency
landing in
Varanasi

UP State Bureau

VARANAS
—

An Air India Boeing 787
Dregmliner (Flight Al-384)
carrylng 187 passengers,
inchiding three infants, made
an unscheduled landing at
Varanasi's Lal Bahadur Shastri
International  Airport  on
Tuesday evening. The Jakarta-
Delhi flight was diverted after
multiple holding patterns over
Delhi exhansted fuel reserves
amid severe weather-induced
Lo wisibility:

Flight made an emergency
landing at 4:20 PM IST at
Varanasi, and was made to
wait 2 hours 40 minutes for
weather conditions to return
to normal and refueling before
Delhi departure, passengers
retalned onboard during
refueling.

Alrport director Ankit
Kumar confirmed: “Standard
operating procedures were
strietly followed. The aircraft
departed for Delhi at 7 PM
after weather normalization”
Meteorological data indicated
sudden thunderstorm activity
over Delhi's IGI Alrport during
the incident.
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AAIB yet to decide where Al
black box will be decoded

India did not have a dedicated lab before but Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau inaugurated
one in April; previously, after the Kozhikode crash in Aug. 2020, the black box was sent to the U.S.

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he government bo-
T dy investigating the

Air India Boeing
787-8 crash in Ahmedabad
last week will take a deci-
sion on where the black
box data will be decoded
“after due assessment of all
technical, safety, and se-
curity considerations”, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
said on Thursday.

The statement said two
different sets of black box-
es were recovered from the
crash site, one on June 13
and another on June 16.
Each black box unit com-
prises the Digital Flight Da-
ta Recorder (DFDR) and
Cockpit Voice Recorder
(CVR).

“This model of aircraft
has two black box sets,”
the press statement said
about the Boeing 787-8 air-
craft involved in the crash.
Veteran pilots explained
that these are called Ex-
tended Airborne Flight Re-
corders, of which one unit
is in the nose and another
in the tail section for re-
dundancy (or fall back).

When last time the Air-
craft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) investi-
gated the Kozhikode Air
India Express crash in Au-

Looking for clues: A forensic team examines the tail of the aircraft,
which crashed in Ahmedabad, on June 14. viJAY SONEJI

gust 2020that killed 21 out
of the total 190 onboard,
the black box was sent to
the lab of the American
apex body for probing air
crashes, National Tran-
sportation Safety Board.
According to a former
AAIB official, the entire
downloading of the data
was under the watchful
presence of then Indian
Ambassador to the U.S.,
Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
who was in the facility for
two days. At that time India
did not have its own dedi-
cated lab, the above quot-
ed official said.

The AAIB in April inaug-
urated a new Digital Flight
Data Recorder and Cockpit
Voice Recorder laboratory
at its headquarters set up

with an investment of 9
crore. But it is not clear
whether the data will be
decoded here.

Preliminary report
A government official
closely involved with the
probe said there would be
a preliminary report. Inter-
estingly, during the only
other airline crash investi-
gated by the AAIB (formed
in 2012), after the Manga-
lore crash of May 2010 —
the Kozhikode accident —
only the final report was
published within a year.
Officials, past and pre-
sent, explained that the
rules under which the
AAIB carries out an investi-
gation do not specify a ti-
meline for a preliminary

report even though UN
aviation safety watchdog
International Civil Aviation
Organisation’s Annex 13 re-
quires one within 30 days.
A similar rule is not part of
the Aircraft (Investigation
of Accidents and Incidents)
Rules, 2017 formed under
the principal law, the Bha-
rativa Vayuyan Vidheyak,
2024. The Rules define a
preliminary report as a
“communication used for
the prompt dissemination
of data obtained during the
early stages of the investi-
gation”. But Clause 9 of the
Rules dealing with preli-
minary investigation states
that its scope is to “assess
the classification of the oc-
currence and the expertise
needed for detailed investi-
gation”.

One of the above men-
tioned officials said the
Kozhikode probe team did
not release a preliminary
report because the Rules
don’t lay down a timeline
for it, and require such a
report to only categorise
the nature of the mishap.
He said the team involved
in the drafting of the Rules
held the opinion that such
a report could be vastly dif-
ferent from the final inves-
tigation report, which may
result in public criticism
and media backlash.
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Delhi-1eh flight returns 2hrs after

take-off due to technical

Jasjeev Gandhiok

b og-pae taey G el gt gl gy ¢ e

NEW DELME A Lehr-bound I
Might retarned 10 Delhi on
Thursday two hours aftor take-
off and made an emergency
landing after developing a tech-
nibcal snag mid-air, officials sakd
The flight landed ot Indira Gan-
dhi Imernational (IGI) Alrpon
safely and passengers wore pro
vided an alternative alrcrafl,

which departed at 10 30wm. offi
clals sakl

Alrport officials said the
IndiGo Might 6E2006 with 140
passengers took off from the
Dethi atrport at 630 am. The
flight made a turmaroand at 730
am, landing back safely at the
Delld alrport at 8.30am after
scoking priosity laindimg

IndiGo. in o statement. said s
Night bhad a technical Issue
which caused operational

. 1 . ‘ L]
SSUcCS
restrictions to land In Leh
"Acoording o procedures, the
pliot retiemed to Delhl The alr
cralt Is undergoing mecessary
nuaintenamnce before resuming
operations. In the meantime. an
alternative aircrall has been
arranged 10 fly the customyers to
Leh.” sald the statemeni

An airpoct official confirmad
the incsdeni stating there was a
technikcal problem i one of the
engines of the alrcraft
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Boeing 737 MAX flagged

Reuters

feedback@livemint.com

WASHINGTON: The National
Transportation Safety Board
issued an urgent safety recom-
mendation Wednesday to
address the possibility of smoke
entering the cockpit or cabin of
Boeing 737 MAX airplanes
equipped with CFM Interna-
tional LEAP-1B engines.

The NTSB also recommended
evaluating the potential for the
same issue with LEAP-1A and
LEAP-IC engines, which are used
on some Airbus A320neo vari-
ants and COMAC's Chinese-
made C919 jets.

The recommendation comes
after two incidents involving
Southwest Airlines Boeing 737
MAX jets that experienced bird
strikes in 2023. The NTSB wants
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to ensure that operators
inform flight crews of airplanes
equipped with the affected
engines,

Southwest said it is reviewing
the recommendations and that it
has mitigation procedures cur-
rently in place. Southwest noti-
fied its flight crews about the
effects of certain bird strikes fol-
lowing two events that occurred
in 2023, reiterating the impor-
tance of following established
safety procedures.

CFM, the world’'s largest
engine maker by units sold, is

The recommendation comes
after twoincidents involving
Southwest Airlines Boeing 737
MAX jets. AP

co-owned by GE Aerospace and
Safran.

The NTSB said it was “critical
to ensure that pilots who fly air-
planes equipped with CFM Inter-
national LEAP-1B engines are
fully aware of the potential for
smoke in the cockpit if the load
reduction device is activated
during a critical phase of flight
(takeoff or landing).”

The FAA and Boeing both said
they agreed with the NTSB rec-
ommendations, and the plane-
maker alerted operators that
smoke could enter the flight
deck following the activation of
the Load Reduction Device
(LRD) in the engines, as a result
of a bird strike. “We advised
operators to evaluate their pro-
cedures and crew training to
ensure they address this poten-
tial issue,” the FAA said.

for cockplt soke risk

DGCAwarns Al
for breaching
safetyrules
Reuters

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India’s avia-
tion regulator has
warned Air India for
breaching safety rules
after three of its Airbus
planes flew despite being
overdue checks on emer-
gency equipment, and for
being slow to address the
issue, government docu-
ments show.

The warning notices
and an investigation
report - both reviewed by
Reuters - were not in any
way related to last week's
crash ofan Air India Boe-
ing 787-8 plane that killed
all but one of the 242 peo-
ple onboard, and were
sent days before that inci-
dent. In the report, the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation said spot
checks in May on three
Air India Airbus planes
found that they were
operated despite manda-
tory inspections being
overdue on the “critical
emergency equipment” of
escape slides.
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Air India crash: over 208
victims identified, DNA
profiling near-complete

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMEAI

DNA profiling had con-
firmed the identities of 208
victims of the June 12 Air
India crash in Ahmedabad,
with the authorities in-
ching closer to concluding
the identification process,
the Gujarat government
said on Wednesday. So far,
more than 170 bodies, in-
cluding of over 35 foreign
nationals from the UK.,
Portugal, and Canada, and
six persons Kkilled on the
ground, have been handed
over to their families, ofh-
cials said.

The authorities have
collected DNA samples
from 250 victims, includ-
ing those on the ground.
“Since DNA sample match-
ing is a sensitive process
and involves legal aspects,
we are conducting it with

‘Long-haul flights
to be cut by 15%’

NEW DELHI

Air India will be cutting down
international flights on
widebody aircraft that connect
long haul and ultra long haul
destinations by 15%, the
airline said late on Wednesday
evening. The decision was
taken amid DGCA-ordered
enhanced surveillance for
Boeing 787 aircraft and rising
geopolitical tensions.

utmost seriousness and
speed,” Dr. Rakesh Joshi,
Medical Superintendent of
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital
said. The process has be-
come vital due to the con-
dition of many bodies,
which are either charred
or mutilated beyond
recognition.

The Gujarat government
is yet to officially declare
the total death toll from
the disaster.

A high-level Central
committee, led by Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, is expected to sub-
mit its report within three
months, Union Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Mur-
lidhar Mohol said.

Sole survivor

Vishwas Kumar Ramesh,
the only survivor of the
plane tragedy, was dis-
charged on Tuesday even-
ing and subsequently at-
tended his brother’s
cremation on Wednesday,
officials confirmed.

The 40-year-old British
national had been under-
going treatment since the
air crash that claimed sev-
eral lives, including that of
his brother.
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AI-171 probe looks
at Gatwick takeoff
incident 5 yrs ago
for possible clues

UK 2020 probe found contamination
of fuel led to failure of Airbus engines

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA, JUNE 1D

INVESTIGATORS PROBING the
June 12 crash of Air India flight
Al-171 from Ahmedabad to
London Gatwick are taking a
closelook ata February 2020in-
cidentin Gatwidk, involving an
Airbus A321, in which both en-
gines malfunctioned immedi-
ately after takeoff. It led to a
Mayday call before the aircraft
returned to Gatwick 11 minutes
laterafter a turnaround.

In its 2020 investigation, the
UK Air Accident Investigation
Branch {AlIB), which is also in
Ahmedabad to probethe June 12
crash, found that the reason for
the engine failure was fuel sys-
tem contamination eventhough
engineers had found no fault
prior toclearing it for flying that
night.

Officers aware of the ongoing
investigation into  the
Ahmedabad crash said a thor-
ough scrutiny of A-171's techni-
cal logs inthe 24 hours preced-

|

Al-171 crashed soon after
takeoff on June 12.File

ing the crash were being looked
into as it was “clear from visual
observation and wreckage” that
the flight suffered a power fail-
ure.
Speaking to The Indian
Express Thursday, an officer said
the probe agencies, in primary
observations from the available
visual evidence, statements of
the controllers of Ahmedabad
Air Traffic Control { ATC), main-
tenance engineers who cleared
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

$TheIndianEXPRESS [, &3

e Al-171 probe looks at Gatwick takeoff incident 5 yrs

the flight on the ground, and initial
inspection of the wreckage, esti-
mated that the aircraft experi-
enced power failure of the main
electricsysterm withinseconds of
takeoft

“The matenal evidence, which
includes the wreckage and the
videos of the takeoff as well as the
crash, indicate a definite power
failure onthe flight The cause will
be known only when the black
box data is recovered but we can
estimate thatsince the flight was
in a takeoff and its nose pitched
up for the liftoff, the deployment
of the Ram Air Turbine (RAT)
could not help the flight make a
safeturnaround asithad noteven
achieved the minimum altitude
of 3600 feet for a safe path,” the
officer said.

The black baxes and the DVR
have beenrecovered but the offi-
cer said that the devices were
damaged and file extraction
would“be acomplicated process”.
According to theofficer, “deliber-
ationswere on” about sending the
black boxes to the US where the
Mational Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) could help recaover
the recordings with advanced ex-
pertise. The wreckage of the
Dreamliner, the officer said, had
“not hinted” at any cockpit error,
and the pilots *may have tried
their best to gain manual contmol"
forattempting a turnaround.

“It does not appear to be a
cockpit error.. The observations
are that the power failure oc-
curred as soonasthe flight was
aitbome andwasunabletoclimb
to the safe path altitude... the
{Boeing) 787 Dreamliner has a
provision for a manual reversion
control system to allow pilots to
regain control of critical systems
in theevent of a hydraulic failure,
This system is a backup, using RAT
to generate power, but there was
no altitude cushion to ensure a
safe glide downward orforthe pi-
lot to attempt anything... It just
dropped ontothemedical hostel
building, with the tail being im-

$TheIndianEXPRESS (5.7,

pacted and separated due to its
liftoff position. Had itachieved an
elevation of about 3600-4900
feet, it could have beenadifferent
story as planes can safely make
Mayday landings with the RAT,"
the officer said.

AL171 had gained an altitude
of only 625 feet when it came
crashing down. The officer said
that while probing the cause of
engine failure, the most crudal as-
pect would be an analysis of the
technicallogof the aircraft for the
preceding 24 to48 hours to ascer-
tainif any technical abnormalities
had been experienced or noted
down by the previous captains or
maintenance staff,

“The aircraft was incoming
from Paris toDelhi and from Dethi
to Ahmedabad..Infact itmadea
round trip to Paris from Delhi on
June 11-12 Just aday earlier, it had
returned to Delhiaftera round trip
to Tokyo. We will chedk the tech-
nical logsto see ifany of the engi-
neeringteams or pilots of the pre-
vious flight left ommentson the
performance of both engines or
experienced any ECAM
(Electronic Centralised Aircraft
Monitor) message during the
flight, accompanied by any thrust
issues during flight,” the officer
said.

“Atthis point, we have no rea-
son tospeculate a sabotage but if
the cause of the engine failure is
fuel contamination, which is most
likely due to water, the mainte-
nance records of the flight, which
arealsounderscrutiny, will reveal
if itwas dueto oversight or negli-
gence orcorrosionin the fuel sys-
tern, leading to clogging which is
rareiftheaircraftis regularly serv-
iced. Fuel contaminated withwa-
ter is the most common cause of
power loss in flights and, many
times, cannot be detected until the
aircraft is actually airborne,” the
officer said,

Since the Ahmedabad crashis
thefirstinvolving a Boeing 787, in-
vestigators are “leavingnothing to
chance”, "The Dreamliner has an

advanced electrical system... itcan
cover a sufficient distance safely
on one engine as well.. In case of
dual hydraulic failure, the flight
can be on manual reversion and
be controlled for safe landing at
the nearest available facility. The
flightdata recorder and the cock-
pitvoice recorderwill reveal what
went wrong in about one
minute,” the officer said,

Achemicalanalysis of “impor-
tant and relevant” parts from the
wreckage will reveal any unusu-
ally high level of contaminants.
*Sincetheexplosionand the sub-
sequent fire havedamaged much
of the aircraft, especially the fuel
tanks, forensic engineers of the in-
vestigating tearmhave gathered as
much relevant debris as possible
to find traces of elements that
could indicate if there had been
fuel contamination," the officer
said.

TheUKAAIBteam iscompar-
ing notes with the February 2020
Gatwick incident findings, “The
entire durationofthe flight was 11
minutes, as per the investigation
of the UK AAIB... The incident was
almost similar, except that the
flight had gained analtitude of al-
most 3580 feet and was able to
make the roundabout and touch
down after declaring Mayday
thrice.. The findings of theinves-
tigation had concluded that the
reason for the engine failure was
fuel system contamination even
though the engineers had found
no fault prior to clearing it for Ay-
ing that night,” the officer said.

"However, that investigation
had revealed that the three flights,
whichthe aircraft completed prior
to the Gatwick takeoff, had expe-
riencedunusual signsof one ofthe
engines as it had taken multiple
attempts tostart... and alsorelayed
stalling messages during the
flight... It was later found that the
engineers who cleared the flight
from Gatwick had not conducted
extensive examination of theen-
gine, which resulted in ‘no fault’
being found,” the officer said.

‘OO,

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7 \“&""
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A-I suspends 3
international

AAIB yet to decide where to analyse

black boxes, says Aviation Ministry

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHLJUNETG

THE AIRCRAFT Accident Inves-
tigation Burean {AAR) will ke
a call onwhere the blackboxesol
the crashed Al flight 171 will be
decoded after assessing all tech-
nical, safety, and securityconsid-
erations, the Ministry ol Civil
Awi ation (MoCA) said Thursd ay,
indicatingthatadecsionisyetto
be taken on whether the data
recorders will be analysed in
India or will be sent abroad.

The ministry’s remarks came
amid reports that the black box
— Might data recorderand cock-
pit voice recorder — may be sent
to the US as AAIR's black box lab
might nat be fully equipped to
handle damaged units.

“It has been reported in cer-
tain media outlets that the
CVR/DFDR ( cockpit voice rec-
order/digital flight d ata recorder)
from the ill-fated AT Might s
being sent abroad for retrieval
and analysis Thedecsion regand-
ing the location for decoding the
Might recorders will be taken by
the AAIB dter dueassessmentofl
all echnical, safety, and security
considerations. The Ministry of
Civil Avianon urges all stakehold-
ers o refrain from speculation on

Deepak foshi

Relatives of Roshni Songhare, a cabin crew memberof the
Adr India Might, at her residence in MumbaionThursday.

such sensitive matters and o al-
low the i mvestigative process to
proceed with the seriousness and
professionalism it warrants,”
MoCAsail n arelease. "The AAIB
investigation is progressing
steadiby with all necessary sup-
port from loca author ties and
agencies. Key recovery work, in-
cluding site docurmentation and
evidence collection, has been
completed, and further analysis
is now undenway,” it said.
Boang 787 aincralt have two
combined black bax sets, each
with the joint lunctions of COVR
and DFDR. Accordingto industry

insiclers, thecombined black box
iscalled an Enhanced Airborne
Fight Recorder | EAFR), and reg-
ulations require two units to be
located in the aircralt — one at
the front and one at the aft, or
rear section — for redundancy, in
case one unit is significantly
damaged or never recovered,

The first EAFRwas recovered
on june 13 from the crashsite in
Ahmedabad while the second
was recovered on June 16, The
government hasso far not com-
mentedon the extent of damage
o the Mack baxes.

Sources indicated that delib-

erations are underway on whet-
her to send the units to National
Transportation Safety Board
[NTSB] Vehicle Recorder Labor -
atory inthe US for data extraction
and analysis, or perform the exer-
cise at the AAIB's new black box
labin Dedhi The NTSB is assisting
the AAIB in the probe since
Boeing, an American company,
wias the aircraft manufcurer

“It wall depend on the condi-
tiorn. The ivestigators will have
to ascertain the absolute in-
tegrity of the black boxes, and if
they are confident about it, they
would liketo analyse themat the
new lab instead of sending it to
anoverseas facility.” asource had
old The ndian Express

“The new (AAIB) lab is a
world-class facility but thereare
highly specialised labs in a few
countries that may be superior,
If the investigators feel that the
DFDR or the CVR are notin a
state that the AAIB lab can han-
die... then they might decide to
send it to an even more ad-
vanced facility, most likedy in the
USas the a reraft involved wasa
Boeing plane,” said another
soniree, adding that if the units
are sent abroad an AAIB team
will accomparmy them to ensure
their “safety, secunty, and in-
egrity”.

flights, curtails
frequency of 18

Mew Delti; Air India on Thursday
detailed the temporary curtal-
ment plan for itwide-body inter-
mational Mights. Eadier, the Tata
group carrier said that it would
reduce international flights op-
erated by long-range aircraftlike
Boang 787 and Boeing 777 by 15
percent till at keast mid-July due
to factors including enhanced
safely inspections following las
Thursday'sdeadly cashofone of
its Boeing 787-8 arcraft, and ar-
space restrictions in West Asia
and nizht curfew at various
Europeanand East Asianairports.
The Tata group aidine an-
mounced the plan details, which
include suspension of fightson
three routes and reduction in
flight frequency on 18 moutes —
five to Morth America, nine (o
Europe,and twoeach toAustralia
and East Asia, The cuts will be im-
plemented from June 21 and will
continue at least till July 15,
“The reductions arise from
the decision o voluntary under-
take enhanced pre-fight sakety
chec ks and accommodate addi-
tional Might durations arising
from airs pace closures in the
Middie East. The aim s to restore
schedule stability and minimiz-
ing last-minuie inCoMmenience..”
Air India said. ENS
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US NTSBissues urgent safety recommendation
on smoke risk from Boeing 737 Max CFM engines

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELH_JUNE 1D

THE LI5 Matkonal Transpo riation
Sty Board [ NTSB) has issued an
“urgent safery recommendation”
o mitigate the possillity of
smoke entenng the cockpat or
catsn of Boeing 737 Max airralt
MangonLEAP-1B enginesincase
of engine damage. Air India
Expuress anc Alasa Air are promi-
nent I ncian aidines that operate
the Boeing 737 Max aircralt
equapped with LEAP-1B engines,
wehich are manufactured by OFI
Iniemational

The problem, however, may
fiot be imited to the Boeing 737
Max jexs, which have been under

the scanmer or the pad ewyears
overother salety concems The LIS
transportation accrent imvestiga-
tion body has also issued addi-
tional recommendanons o eval-
uate the potental of the same
problem with LEAP-1A and -1C

(LN R 2 ]

enginges. The LEAP- LA engine &
o al the engine options for the
Airtes A2 Oreoaircral, the main
narrow-body workhorse for
InciCen and Air ndia,

Srooke in the arcraft, speafi
cally in the cockgat, could pose a

MESSAGE TO AIR INDIALOYALTY CLUB MEMBERS

Airline prioritising safety: Air India CEO

SUKALPSHARMA
WEW DELHL LUNE 19

MR INDLIA on Thursday resched
out tothe membéersolits Joyvalty
programmee, assuring them thal
the ailine is prioritising Night
safety, The carmier, grapping with
last Thursday's deadly crash af
oneof s Boemg 787 -8 alrcralt m
Ahmedabad, also wld its Joyalty
programme membsers that the
pilots af deomed aircralt were
highly experienced, and the
plane weas well maintained with
acheanbill of health,

“ALAr India, your salieyis our

“ We, together with
the entire aviation
industry, await the
officialinvestigation
report tounderstand
more..”

— CAMPEELL WILSON
AR INNACED

highest priority and always has
been since we took over the air-
line in 2022 In this contest we
wint to share SOmeE important
fact about Feght AIT7 1 toprovide
clanty during this difficult

time. The flight was led by
Captain Sumeet Sabharwal, a
highly experienced pilot and
trainerievich over 10,000 hours (hy-
ing wadebody aireraft Fr 2 Of ficer
Clive Kunder, had over 3400
hours of Aying experience - The
planewaswell-maintaned, with
its last major check i June 2003
and the next scheduled for
December 2025, 1t nght engine
was overhadled in March 2025,
and theeleftengine was inspecied
inAprl 2025 Both the arcraft and
engines were regularly moni-
tored, showing no issues befone
the flight,” Airindia CEO Carmnphbell
Wikon stated m an emad to

patential safety hazard as it can
impair the pilots' abilty o oper-
ale the plane, pariculady durning
critica fight phases like take-aff
and landing, acording to indus-
tryirsiders. The NTSH recomimen-
dations condd] mequire aviaton reg-
wknbors ploba liy, nckudirg i india,
Ly isane arkvion s Lo airkines and
even mandaie corrective action
forengines, which is expecied to
beone involving system softwarne
upirrackes in soores.of s raft
Incha’s aviabon sety neguks
xr Directorate General ol Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has so [ar not
commented on the issue. Akasa
Air andd Adr India Expres have also
notcommented sofar,
FULLREPORTON

wwwindianexpress com

meerrtbers ol Alr India’s Maharaga
Clubloyaty programme.

“These are the facts as we
know them today;, We, together
with theentire aviation industry,
st the olBoal invedigation me-
peort tounderstand more” Wikan
adlded. Andir India Boeing 7T87-8
aircrafi—operating Right AITT1
fram Ahmedabad to London
Gatwack, ¢ rshed moments after
take-off last Thursday, The ill-
Gared aircralt had 342 people on
board, but only one survived the
accident. There were several ca-
suialties on the ground as well

FULLREPORTON
wwwindianexpress com
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Air India faces DGCA notice
over Airbus safety lapse

[yt “——
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wide- oy pilases by L%

“These reductioe will be
eflective T 21 June 200205,
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izl the Far Easl

O Thwsmrdary, Adrinadis s
spcogrived 1o the passenges
afferiod by these curtalimests.
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Debris, tail fin still lying
at site as probe continues
in Air India plane crash

AHMEDABAD: A week after
thedevastating Air Indis plane
crash in Ahmedabad daimed
270 lives, the debris, includ-
ing the ill-fated atrcrafts il
fin, is siill hiimsg at the siie as
inwestigatoes boaked for clues in
estahlish the exact cause behind
the accident, said afficials an
Thursday.

The London-boand Boe-
ing 7878 Dreamliner with
242 o board plunged
uuumlc.ll hiostl glm L
in Meghaninagar moments
after taking off from the Sar-
dar Vallabhbhal Patel Interra-
tional Afrport at 1% pm on
Jane 12 As many & ZH) per-
sond, induding passengers,
crew members and people
on the ground, were killesd in
the crash and subszgnent fire,
which engulfed the alrcraft as
weell a basied buildings.

The Abrcrafi  Accidemt
Investigation Burean (AALR]),
a division of the Minkstry of
Civil Aviation, is leading the

stigation and is h
keep visiting the sie as part of
the peobse into one of the warst
air disasiers in recent times.

While the Coajarm govwern .-
meent.on Thursdey carified that
it has no role in the mvestiga-
tuom, locall firemen are helping
forensic and aviation experts
In their angoing probe &t the
crash site, sad Ahmedabad’s
Additional Chief Fire Officer
layesh Khadia.

After the abreraft smashed
imin the medical hostel com-
plex, its tail fin got stuck on top
af the hanstel canteens damaged
huilding and it was brought i
the ground using aranes on
leme 14, two days after the acd-

af the Ministry of Owil Aviofion, & leoding the invesigation
ond s membess keep visking the site os port of the probe
iz one: of the worst oir disosters in recent fimes

» Inspascior DB Bosiyo of #he Meghoninogor police stofion,

ender whase

the: orash coowrred, mointained

that Asll will dedde the fote of the plone wrechoge

demi, sadd Khadia

“The debeis, Induding the
tail 6m, ks still hring ot che site
There ane oo ordess an man
the naibhlle to soene other place,
he informed.

Inspector DB Basiya of the
Meghaninagar palice station,
under whinse jarsdiction the
crash ocourred, maimiained
that AAIE will decide the fake
of the plane wreckage.

“Raole af the palice is Lim
ied w0 protecting the sie. The
plane’s wrneckage is still hying
there. AALR will decide what
o da with it. It ks posaible that
in thie fotore, AAIR may talke
the debiris 80 another spot Sor
investigation said Hasda

Drarys after AAIB found the
Flsght Diata Recarder {FDNR)
af the ill-fated plane, invest
Jatos oo June 1 confimmed
that Cockpit Yoice Recorder

wis also recowered from the
dehris, a crucial discavery that
s expected to help ascenaun the
cause of the borrific sccdent.

The officials confirmed the
recovery of black boxes o P
K Mishra, Principal Secre.
tary to Prime Minister Mar.
emdra Modi, who on Sunday
mspected the siie.

AAIN has launched a
detailed investigation, while
the LIS National Transparta.
o Safety Board is conducting
a paralle] probe under imerns-
tomal protocals as the crashed
gircraft was American-made,
sald an official release:

All but one of the 242 pas
sengers and crew an baard
the Boseing Direamliner {Al-
171} and another 249 persans,
mduding five MBES sindents
of B | Medical College, on the
ground were killed im the crash.
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Leh-bound flight
returns mid-air
to IGI airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Mew Daii

AN IndiGo fMight (6E 2006y
bound for Leh from Delhi was
diverted hack to Indim Gandhi
International Airport on
Thursday morning due to a
technical issue.

The Airbus A3I20-251N,
which took off at 6:30 am, re
turned mid-alr after after be-
ingairborne for over two haurs
as the crew faced operational
restrictlons proventing a safe
landing in Leh.

In a statement, IndiGo con-
firmed that no emergency was
declared during the Might and
that the aircral returned as a
precautionary measure.

"IndiGo Dight GE 2006 opor-
ating from Delhi to Leh on 19
Juree 2025, returned 1o origin
due to atechnieal [ssue which
caused operational restric-
tions o land in Leh. As per
procedires, the pilot returned
back to Delhl,” an alirline
spokesperson mentioned in
the statement.

The aldine expressed regret
over the inconven ience and re-
affirmed its commitment to
passenger siafety and protocol
adherence “Theaircrafl isun-
dergoing necessary mainte-
nance before resuming opera-
tions, In the meanwhile, an
alternative aireraft has been
arranged to fly the customenrs
o Leh. We re gret the inconven-
ience caused to the customers
and remaln committed to the
safety and seeurity of our cus-
tomers and crew,” the state-
ment farther read.
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Air India cuts flight frequency

to Europe, North America

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU & Mew Deity

AIR INDIA has temporarily sus-

pended its Amritsar-London

{Gatwick) and Goa (MopakLon-

don (Gatwick) routes until July

15, X254, as part of a wider reduc-

tionin international flights
operated by Boeing 787

and 777 fleet. The alrine T

-y

has pansed its Delhi-
Nairobl route until
June 30, allgning with
sirategic adjustment,

Aldr India has reduced
frequency of its Mights rom
Delhi to Toronto, Vancouver,
San Franciseo, Chicago and
Washington. It has cut back on
European destinations from
Delhi. Bengaluru ans Amritsar

Flights to Tokyo, Seoul and Aus-

tralia has been impacted,
“These reductions will be effec
tive from June 21, 2025, and kast

until July 15, 2025, The redue-

tions arise from decision to vol
untary undertake enhanced
pre-fli ght safety checks, as
wel as accommodate ad-
ditional Aight dura-
tions arising from air-
space closures in the
Middie East. The objec-
tive is to restore sched:
ule stability amd minimis
Ing last-minute inconven ience
to passengers,” the airline said,
Alr Indina said on Wednesday it
will reduce its international
sorvices on widebody airemft
by 15% Br the next bw weeks,
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Dreamliner well-maintained before cra

RAJESH KUMAR B Mew Delhi

miid _r.p:tul,nh'uns that a
Acumhin:d unit of the
Digital Flight Data
Recorder (DFDR) and D.uﬂip:l
Voice Recorder (CVR) from
the {ll-fated AT171 Dight has
sustained damage and is being
sent abroad for retrieval and
analysis, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Thursday said
the Aireraft  Aceident
Investigation Burean (AATHR)
will decide on the location of
decoding the black box of Air
India's crashed Dreamliner,
The Ministry further said
the decision on where the
data will be decoded rests
with the AAIB and will be
made after a proper pssess-
ment. This comes after amid
speculations that that the a
combined unit of the Digital
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aiporton June 12

Flight Data Recorder (DFDR)
and Cockpit Voice Recorder
(CVR) from the ill-fated AL171
flight has sustained dama
and is being sent abroad for
retrieval and analysis.

In a related development,
Air India CEO and Managing

Debris of the Alr India plana that crazhed moments after taking off from the

Fmi

said that the crashed Bocing
787-8 Dreamliner was well-
maintained with its last major
check done in Tune 2023 and
the next scheduled for
December this year. “The
flight was led by Caplain

sh: AI CEO

Sumeet Sabharwal, a highly
experenced pilot and trainer
with ever 10,000 hours (lying
widebody aircrafl. First Officer
Clive Kunder, had over 3,400
hours of flying experience. .
The plane was well-main-
tained, with its last major
check in June 2023 and the
next scheduled for December
2025. Its right engine was
overhauled in March 2025,
and the left engine was
inspected in April 2025, Both
the aircraft and engines were
regularly monitored, showing
o issues before the ﬂight," he
said In a message to flyers, the
Adr India chief also said the 15
per cent reduction in Air
India's international wide-
body fleet operations for the
next few weeks is a temporary

Move.
Continuwed on 3y P2

Dreamliner well-maintained before...

Contimumd from 22 P1 (i avi-
ation minister Bam Mohan
Naidu Kinjfarapu on Thursday
chatred a L!] ; video confer-
ence with airport directors
nationwide o assess how air-
poris are handling disruptions
caused by weather changes,
pusi-ui:ddrnl inspections, and
airspace closures linked to
geopolitical tensions. In an
update to Alr India crash, the
ministry said a multi-discipli-
nary leam from the AATB has
commenced an investigation
into the accident that killed
around 270 people on June 12

AAIB investigation 1§ pro-
pressing steadily with all nec-
essary support from local
authorities and agencies, the
ministry said, adding that key
recovery work, including site
documentation and evidence
collection, has been completed,
and further analysis i3 now
underway., © The decision
regarding the location for
decoding the flight recorders
will be 1agkr.r.| by LE: AAIB after
due assessment of all technical,
sufety, and securify considera-
tions. The Ministry of Civil
Aviation urge all stakeholders
1o refrain from speculation on
such sensitive matters and to
allow the investgative process

to proceed with the seriounsness
and lell:s."illlhii]:lsm i war-
ranls” “A combined unit of the
Dlglt.ﬂl F.HB]'lt Data Recorder
(DFDR) and Cockpit Voice
Recorder (CVR) has been
recovered from the crash site
on June 13, 2025, and another
set was found on June 16. This
model of aireralt has two black
bux sets,” the Ministry said in
a stalemenl.

“It has been reported in cer-
tain media ouilets that the
CVR/DFDR (black box) from
the ill-fated ATILTI ﬂighi is
being sent abroad for retrieval
and analysis..The decision
regarding the location for
decoding the (light recorders
will be by the AATB after
due assessment of all technical,
safely, and securily considera-
tions,” the statement said.

The 'black boa is in fact two
devices in ilsell - the Cockpit
Voice Recorder, or CVR, and
the F].':Ehl Data Recorder, or
FDR. The black box' recovered
from the crashed Air India
flight could be sent 1o the
Mational Transporiation Sali:i}'
Board in Washington DC for
inspection. The Boeing 787-8
Direamliner mode] is tqulppl:u_l
with dual black box sets, which
are crucial for piecing th:.'ll'l.-

er the events leading to the
crash, the MoCA informed on
Thursday, a week after the
fateful erash that killed 241 pas-
sengers and crew, and many an
the ground.

The minister alsa held a
high-level meeting with Alr
India's chatrman and managing
director to address three major
concerns: maintaining opera-
Honal continuity, improving
transparency in public commu-
nication, and pricritising pas-
senger safety. Due to ongoing
conilicts in the Middle East and
night flying restrictions in
Europe, Alr India s experienc-
ing reduced aircraft availabili-
ty. The airline has decided 1o
scale down some operations
temporarily and restructure
flight schedules. Passengers
affected by cancellations or
changes will be rebooked or
offered full refunds. Air India
was urged to strengthen their
ground-level coordination atl
adrports, improve communica-
ton with passengers regarding
cancellations/delays, and
ensure thal cuslomer service
leams are sensitized and
equipped to handle increased
passe concerns with enypa-
thy and clarity,

Meanwhile, in a message to

fAyers, the Air India chief said
the loss of 241 passengers and
crew members, along with 34
P-::u]:llc on the ground, has “left
s all in desp sorrow” “Words
cannot express the pain we feel
for the families and loved ones
affected by this d.c'l.’nﬂnting
evenl. We are i'ull}' commille

to doing all we can to support
the familles impacted ﬂ.I.'IIFﬂ.I‘t
also wuri;ing cluse]}' with
authorities to understand the
cause of this tmg:d}r. Our
thoughts are with everyone
touched by this loss” Wilkon
said in the message. Campbell
satd that following the June 12
crash and as directed by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the airline
has been conducting thorough
s.a.f::'l:r inspections on its 33
Boeing 787 aircraft. 5o far
inspections h'..v'r'_c been cm'nEln:t-
ed on 26 aireralt and these have
been deared for service, he said
and added that the rémaining
aircrafl are currently in planned
midtatenance and will have
these additional checks done
before brlng released into ser-
vice. “Following the review, the
DGCA has confirmed that Air
India Boeing 787 fleet and
maintenance processes fully
meet 5aJ'rt1lr' standards” he said.
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Aviation ministry tightens
rules after Al crash tragedy

RAJESH KUMAR B Mew Dethi

strophic Air India crash

that killed 241 people,
including former Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
has released a draft of the
Alreraflt (Demolition of
Obstructions) Rules, 2025 (o
tighten controls on structures
that pose a threat to aircraft
safety near airports.

The rules aim to give
authorities the power to take
prompt action against build-
ings and trees that exceed
height limits in designated
aerodrome 2ones.

This is seen as a proactive
step to prevent polential acel-
dents caused by obstructions
in flight paths.

The move 1s seen as a pre-
ventive step following the June
12 tragedy, in which a
London-bound Air India
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
crashed into the hostel com-

In the wake of the cata-

pl:x of B] Medical College in
Ahmedabad's Meghani Nagar
area shortly after takeolf from
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
[nternational Airport.

The Ministry has invited
objections or suggestions from
ithe ]:i-uhlic within twenty days
of the drafts notification.
Responses are to be submitted
o the Dhirector General of
Civil Aviation for review.

The draft rules, will take
elfect upon publication in the
Official Gazette, aim to
empower authorities to take
immediate action against
buildings, trees or other
objects that violate prescribed
height limits in designated
acrodrome zones.

Under the new rcgululiuns.
if the officer-in-charge of an
aerodrome has reason to
believe that a building or tree
exceeds allowed h:ighl limits,
they are authorised to issue a
formal notice to the owner, cit-
ing the relevant Government
notification under Section

18{1) of the Act

Orwners must respond with-
in 60 days with detailed infor-
mation including structure
dimensions and site plans.

Failure to comply may lead
to enforcement measures such
as height reduction or demo-
litiomn.

The rules alse have an
appeal mechanism. Alfected
individuals may appeal to the
First or Second Appellate
Oftficer, submitting the pre-
scribved form, supporting doc-
wments and a 31,000 fee.

However, only thase who
comply with orders will be eli-
gible to clatm compensation
under Section 22 of the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhini-
yam, 2024,

Structures erected in viola-
Hon after the issuance of the
notification will not qualily for
any compensation.

"Where any notification has
been issued by the Central
Government under sub-see-
tiom (1) of section 18 of the

Act and the officer-in-charge
of the concerned aerodrome
has reason to believe that any
building or tree exists in vio-
latten of the provisions of the
aforesaid notification, he shall
serve a copy of the notification
on the owner of the building
or tree, as the case may be, in
accordance with the procedure
laid down in sub-section (3) of
said section,” the draft reads.

Under the drafl, any struc-
ture found violating the pre-
seribed height limits may be
served a notice by the officer-
in-charge of an aerodrome.
Ohwners must submit detailed
information — including
structure dimensions and site
plans — within sixty days.

Fatlure to comply could
resull in enforcement action,
including demaolition or hedght
reduction.

"The officer-in-charge of
the concerned aerodrome
shall forthwith send a report
of such violation to the
Director General, or any offi-

cer authorised by him in this
behalf,” it added.

For physical verification,
olficers are empowered to
enter the premises during
daylight howrs after informing
the owner.

In cases of non-coopera-
tion, officers may proceed
based on available information
and refer the matter to the
DGCA.

"Before [orwarding the
details to the Director General,
the officer-in-charge of the
aerodrome shall satisfy him-
self about the correciness of
the details and for that pur-
pose, he shall be empowered
to enter the premises in ques-
tion and carry out physical
verification of the dimensions
of the building or tree, as the
case may be, during daylight
hours and with reasonable
prior notice to the owner,
whao shall be duty bound to
extend full cooperation during
such physical verification,” it

further added.
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Air India cancels three international
flights due maintenance issues

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
New Delhi

ir India has cancelled
Alhrer: of its interna-
tional flights on

Wednesday owing to various
reasons, including mainte-
nance and technical issues.
Two of these flights were
cancelled after the passengers
had already boarded the air-
craft, the airline said.

The airline said it had to
cancel its Toronto-Delhi flight
AI188 of June 18 due to
extended maintenance and
consequently operating crew
coming under regulatory
flight duty time limitation
norms.

Passengers, who had
already boarded the aircraft,
were disembarked following
cancellation of the flight, it
said.

Also, flight AI996 from
Dubai to Delhi on June 18,
2025 was cancelled due to
technical reasons and passen-
gers were disembarked after

boarding, as per Air India.
However, the airline’s flight
Al2145 from Delhi to Bali
was cancelled after it was
advised to return to Delhi

mid-way due to reports of

volcanic eruption near the
destination airport Bali, in the
interest of safety, Air India
stated.

The flight safely landed
back in Delhi and all passen-
gers were disembarked.

Air India said its teams on
the ground are making alter-
native arrangements for the
passengers to fly to their
respective destinations at the
earliest.

Full refunds on cancella-
tion or complimentary
rescheduling have also been
offered to passengers.

Air India said it is antici-
pating some disruptions (in
its flight operations) due to
the continuing enhanced
checks on the airline’s Boeing
787 fleet coupled with air-
space restrictions and
inclement weather.

On June 13, a day after the
B787-8 crash that killed 241
people on board, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation ordered enhanced
surveillance of Air India's
Boeing 787 fleet, comprising
26 787-8 and seven 787-9
planes.

Since the Ahmedabad
crash, Air India cancelled 66
flights to be operated with
Boeing 787 between June
12th and June 17th. Multiple
ﬂl hts have been cancelled or

delayed citing technical
issues.

At a review meeting with
top executives of Air India
and Air India Express, avia-
tion safety regulator DGCA
flagged concerns regarding
recent maintenance-related
issues reported at Air India
and “advised the airline to
strengthen internal coordina-
tion across engineering, oper-
ations, ground handling units
and ensure availability of
adequate spares to mitigate
passenger delays.
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Ahmedabad Air India AlI-171 Tragedy Grounds
Dreamliner Hopes, Exposes Global Safety Crisis

na single fiery instant over Ahmedabad, the

confidence in eivil aviation — India’s and the

world's — came crashing down with Air
India’s ill-fated Dreamliner.,

The death roll of 142 plus about another 20
deaths on the crash site at the hospital is tragic,
but the fallout runs deeper. Investor panic,
plunging Boeing shares, and over 21,000 crore in
insurance claims expose a volatile mix of corpo-
rate negligence, regulatory (ailure, and a seclor
increasingly driven by cost-cutting rather than cau-
thon.

The Tata Group, which owns Air India,
promptly announced a 1 crore compensation
per viclim — a gesture as much about damage
control as it is about accountability.

Aviation analysts believe this move is less gen-
erosity and more recognition of the magnitude
ol the erisis — and the global serutiny Lﬁut now
hovers over Indias avil aviation, the third largest
in passenger volume and sixth in cargo world-
wide. Apart from inlernational norms mandate
such compensation.

Global Ripples

The impact has been swilt and global,
Boeing's shares fell 8 per cent just ahead
of the Paris Air Show — an event where
the company was expected to showease
its next-generation aircraft. CEO Kelly
Orlb:rg cancelled his visit, as scruti-
ny mounted over Boeings safety
record. Boeing’s key suppliers — Spirit
AeroSystems (fuselage) and GE
Aerospace (engines) — also took a 20
per cent hit. Losses run into billions
of dollars,

This crash has reignited a
long-standing debate: is Boeing's pri-
vate-sector-driven model more vulner-
able than Airbus, a European Government-
backed consortiwm?

The Dreamliner, despite its reputation as a safe
atreralt, has faced repeated technical issues —
chief among them, its lithium-ion baltery sys-
tem, which has caused electrical fires and air-
craft groundings in the past.

Thiese batteries, similar to those used in e-rick-
shaws around Delhi, are prone to thermal run-
away: a condition where internal heat builds up
u.ntun[ruﬂably. l:.:uiing 1o fires, toxic gasg release,
and even explosions.

Dreamliners have been grounded multiple
times across the world — J'rldutl'mbI by Japan
Airlines — due to such issues.

The crash has led to circumspection and
crashing share prices rattle investor confidence.
Boeing shares dropped by 8 per cent just days
before the Paris Air Show, where the company
Is expected 1o showcase its productions.

Boeing CEO Kelly Ortberg has announced the

cancellation of his visit to the alr show as the
crash revived concerns about Boeing widebady
jets. Boeing's supplier of 787 fuselages, Spirit
Aerosystems; and engine — GE Aerospace
have also suffered 20 per cent losses,

Total losses are estimated in billions of dol-
lars though in percentage terms it might look
sm

Boeing has paid $1.1 billion to avold prose-
cution for its two 737 Max plane crashes in
2018-19. Boeing has been mired in cont
roversies, ranging from 737 Max crashes to last
year’s Starliner crash that stranded Sunita
Williams and Butch Wilmore al the internation-
al space station (ISS).

There are ts of Boeing workers complain-
ing about shoddy production, including a claim
by a whistleblower that the Dreamliner had
structural flaws, said to be six tonnes heavier,
than it should be.

Mo Dreamliner had cragshed before the
Ahmedabad incident. Another whistleblower, 2
Boeing engineer warned in 2024 that all 787
should be grounded due to structural flaws. One

who reportedly expressed concerns

shout substandard spares was later

found dead under mysterious circum-
slances.

India’s Shrinking Airline Market

The Ahmedabad tragedy also
highlights vulnerabilities in India’s
aviation ecosystem, I.ncr:asmg]y
dominated by just two players —
IndiGo and Tata group airlines (Air
India and Vistara) — which togeth-
er control uca.rly 90 pet cent of the
market.

This quasi-duopoly, despite
Udaan and other regional airline
schemes, limits competition
and raises concerns over pricing, service qual-
|.l}.rI and most il].H.IITlI]'lBJ}'. salety.

Flying is becoming costlier and more fragile.
High aviation fuel costs in India — among the
worlds highest — along with supply chain con-
straints have pushed airlines to cut corners.

There are growing passenger complaints
about air-conditioning being kept off during
boarding to save fuel. Some airerafl remain
grounded for lack of spares — especially engines
trom Pratt & Whitney. As of this year, 133 air-
craft across airlines of India or 16 per cent of the
fleet were grounded.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) fined Akasa Air, Air India, and IndiGo
for repeated safety violations. Spicelet was
ordered to halve its operations in 2022, The
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) has
also levied mul{lp]cp:nall.ics — for instance, T30
lakh on Afr India and over T1 crore in fines on
airport operators across Lucknow, Bhavnagar,

Chennai, and Delhi for violating the 1937
Aircraft Rules. This year Mumbai airport was
also penalised lor ignoring safety.

Most recently, DGCA inspections of Turkish
Airlines flights between May 29 and June 2, 2025,
revealed alarming safety breaches — unautho-
rised ground personnel at Bengaluru, missing
documentation for dangerous cargo, an
unaccounted equipment at H!{Ijtl.’ilhad and
Chennai airports.

Boeing-Airbus Divide

Slil'llSllcaI]y. Boeing appears to fare worse than
Airbus on safety metrics in the US. Since 2014,
Atrbus aircraft have faced 10 technical malfune-
tions, but no fatal crashes. Boeing, in contrast,
has reported 32 malfunctions and multiple fatal
issues. While more Boeings are in operation, the
frequency of groundings and incidents raises red
flags.

I%lsﬂ.pilt this, Tata Group has inked a massive
deal for 500 Boeing aireralt to be delivered over
the next decade — a stark contrast from
earlier decades when India, through Indian
Airlines and Air India, maintained a balance
between Boeing and Alrbus procurement under
public ownership.

Aviation Losing Altitude on
Safety?

Every time an aviation tragedy strikes, the default
explanation tends to be “pilat or human error”
While human error is real, this narrative often
absolves aircraft manufacturers and operators of
d::p:r aca.'uunl;sl}illiy_ In the Ahmedabad case,
investigations must go beyond the cockpit and
scrutinise systemic safety lapses, fleel mainte-
nance records, battery safety, and manufactur-
ing standards.

The DGCAS report on an earlier in-flight shut-
down incident on a B-787 (VT-ANW)
in August 2023 is one of many warning signs.

In November of that year, the Government
admitted in the Rajya Sabha that 18 safety
violations had been recorded across airlines,
alrports, and ground service providers in just
three years.

The aviation sector-by design — cannot
afford to operate on the edge. “ﬁ'lcn corporate
]:rmﬁL n:gulalur)' apall!y_ and weak l}versighl
tntersect, the result is not just turbulence — it's
a tragedy.

The Ahmedabad crash is not just an aceident;
it is @ wake-up call. India’s aviation authorities
must seize this moment to launch a full-scale,
independent safety audit of all domestic fleets.
Because in the sky, there is no room for error
and no margin for complacency.

(The writer is a vetrem joumalist.
Wiews expressed ame personal)
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Passengers mull Air India alternatives

SANJAY MANDAL AND
JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: A crash in Ahmed-
abad, a technical snag and
endless walt In Caleutta, Alr
Indla’s recent troubles are
driving passengers to rival air-
Tines as confidence plummets

The recent accldent Invaly-
Ing Alr India’s Direa mllner air-
craft on the Ahmedabad-Lon-
don rote, fllowed by A serles
of flight disruptions Including
Tuesday's incident at Caleutta
alrport, has left many passen-
gers wary of booking with the
national carrier. Several fre-
quent fllers who previously
chose Alr Indla, particularly
for international travel, say
they are now switching to
other alriines, sald tonr oper-
ators.

The latest incident un-
folded Toesday when 224 pas-
sengers on Alr India's San
Francisco-Mumba filght wers
stranded for hours in Caleuatta

after a technical snag was de-
tected in one engine of the Boa-
Ing 777-200 LR alrcraft during
a refuelling stop, Passengors
alleged they wers forced to re-
maln seated In the alreraft for
five hours bafore belng allowed
tor disembark, with no proper
communication frorm Alr Tndia
thirsughount the ordenl.

The Impact 15 already vis-
ible in booking patterns. Tour
operators report that many
travellers are avolding Alr
India filghts, and on several
Europeat and UK routes, Alr
Indlia fares have dropped slg-
nificantly compared to com-
petiiors in recent days.

Biplab Mitra, 73, who 18
flying to London on June 21 to
visit s daughter, exemplifies
this shift. " [ had Indtially asked
my travel agent to book my
Hcket on Alr India. But after
the recent crash, | asked him
to book me on a Gulf-based air-
line instead,” satd Mitra, who
Uves off EM Bypass.

Cliy-based businessman
Lalit Tejwani, who returned
from London via Delld on Alr
India last February, echoed
this sentiment.

“T would often take Alr
Intia because I'm comfortabie
flving with them. But for my
next trip to Europe plannasd
In Seprember, 1'm eonsidering
routes ¥ia Dubal, Abu Dhabl
or Qatar,” Tejwanl sald. He
has even advised a relative
traveling to Landon for high-
er stdies to avold AT India
entirely.

The trand extends to group
bookings as well. Raktim Roy,
managing divector of Dalphin
Travels, 13 reconsidering Alr
India tickets for 18 Calcutta
residents planning a July trip
to Kenya.

“The Aight tickets were
booked with Alr india be-
canse it Was most convenient.
But after the accident and
disruptions, we're wary and
thinking of rebooking with an-

The Air India flight
grounded at the Caloutta
airport on Tuesday

other alrfine,” hie sald.

Nightmare journey
The passenger eXpearience on
Tuesday's disrupted flight
tells a sobering story. S.R.
Vesraraghavan, a frequent
traveller who was on the
stranded San Francisco-Mum-
bad flight, reached his Mum-
bal home in Slon around Zam
an Wednesday after nearly 43
hours of travel. He was orig-
inally scheduled to land in
Mumbai at 4.30am on Tuesday.
“It was a bitter and hor-

rifying experience. In the fa.
ture, especially for long-haul
flights, T will not travel on
Alr Indig. Imagine sitting In
the plane for fve hours and
we were not told why It hap-
pened,” sald Veeraraghavan.
He was eventually accom-
miodated an a Toesday night
flight that departed around
8.30pm and reached Mumbal
at 12.30am Wednesday.
Veeraraghavan sald he will
netther fiy Al Tndia again nor
recommend it to others.

Feonomic impact

The passenger sxodus 1s cre-
ating stgnificant pricing pres-
sure. Travel agents note that
Alr India previously atiracted
MANY PASSEnNEeTs, Particn-
larly elderly travellers, who
preferred the airiine for inter-
natiomal travel due to comfort-
able communication with Hin-
di-speaking cabln crew and
competive pricing.

“Earller, Alr India tickets

would be cheaper by #10,000
comparad to Gulf carriers.
On Wednesday, the differ-
ence In fares to sectors ke
London and Parls was more
than T25,MK," sald one tour
OpErRion

“This week, we are seelng
most passengers avolding Alr
Tndia filghts and wanting seats
on ather alrlines, particularty
for travel to Europe or the US”
sald Anll Punjabl, natlonal
committee mamber of the
Travel Agents Federation of
Tndia’s eastern reglon.

Airline’s response

Alr Inila officials dispute
clalms of widespread cancel-
lations across thelr network.
“Wa have not observed any
drastic rise in cancellations,”
sald an Alr India officlal.

The atrline attributed re-
cent west-bound flight cancel-
latlons to factors bevond its
control.

“Alr India’s west-bound

flights are taking longer
routes over Egyvpt and Greoce
because Paklstan has closed
lts alrspace and due o ton-
slons in West Asla, This 1s
forcing fMights to take 90 to
100 mibnutes extra,” the official
explalned.

Additionally, the Directo-
rate General of CI911 Aviation
has mandated pre-takeoff
checks on Alr India’s Boslng
TAT fleet, which take four to
1% hours to complete. “By the
time aircraft get clsarancs to
fly, 1t becomes nlght at saver-
al European alrports where
there are restrictions on night
operations. 5o several flights
are getting cancelled,” the
odfficial said.

Despite these explana-
tlons, the combination of
safety concerns, operational
disruptions, and poor passan-
ger communication appears
tohe taking a heavy toll on Alr
India’s reputatton and market
position.



AIF?PUHFSALHH R#T‘r li.}f' iHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TINMES OF THDILA DELHT 20 JUNHE 2035

Chandra skips TCS annual
meet amid Air India crisis

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru/Muambai: TCS
chairman N Chandraseka-
ran skipped the company's
30th annual general meet-
ing on Thursday, his second
consecutive absence from a
Tata Group company’s sha-
reholder meeting.

Company
secretary Yash-
8 aswin Sheth in-
formed share-
| holders that
. /] “some exigen-
cies” prevented Chandra-
sekaran's attendance. The
board elected independent
director Keki Mistry to pre-
side over the AGM. Chandra-
sekaran had missed the Tata
Consumer Products AGMon
Wednesday:

While Tata Motors will
holdits AGMon Friday, it re-
mains unclear whether
Chandrasekaran will chair
the meeting, This will be the
company's final AGM be-
fore its planned split into

twoseparate entities.
Chandrasekaran's  ab-
sences from AGMs and pub-
lic engagements are due to
his involvement inmanaging
the aftermath of last week's

Ind director Keki
Mistry presided
over the AGM...

He flagged multiple
biz risks — tariffs
to supply chains

Air India flight crash. Chan-
drasekaran served as the
CEO of TCS for eight years
before stepping into the role
of chairman at Tata Sons.
During his introductory
speech, Mistry addressed
global challenges, including
tariffs, conflicts, and Al dis-
ruptions. “We are presently
engulfed by uncertainty on
multiple fronts. The global ec-
onomic connections are be-
ing reconfigured on a daily
basis. From tariffs to supply
chains, wars and conflicts

across regions, to disruption
posed by Al, the world faces
upheaval at several levels
This turbulence has brought
significant shocks to busi-
nesses worldwide,” Mistry
said. Consequently, organisa-
tions are reimagining their
systems, processes, and tech.

TCS CEO K Erithivasan
said clients are prioritising
cost optimisation initiatives
like vendor consolidation,
GenAl cloud-led operating
model transformation and
run cost optimisation.

“They continue to scale
Al and GenAl adoption, fo-
cusing on ROI initiatives,”
GenAl hesaid, is delivering
productivity improvements
across multiple areas such
as coding, testing, market-
ing and product design, con-
tent generation, and cus-
tomer service. “Recent ad-
vances in Al, such as reason-
ing capabilities and agentic
AT, are expected to result in
higher levels of automa-
tion,” Mistry explained.
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Where AI471 black boxes will
be decoded is AAIB call: Govt

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: The Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Burean
will decide whether to send
two sets of black boxes (each
has cockpit voice & flight data
records)ofl AirIndiafight17,
a Boeing 787 Dreamliner that
crazhed in Ahmedabad on
June 12, abroad for analvsis.
“The decision regarding
location for decoding the
flight recorders will be taken
by AAlBafterdue assessment
of all technical, safety, and se-
curity considerations,” agovt
statement said on Thursday
“A team from AAIB has
commenced  investigation,
The probe has been ordered
by DG, AAIB. US National
Transportation Safety Board
and original equipment man-
ufacturer (like Boeing, GE)
teams have arrived to assist
AATR as per ICAD protocols,
A combined unitof thedigital
flight data recorder and cock-
pit voice recorder was reco-
vered from the crash site on
June 13 and another set was
found on June 16, This model
of aircraft has two black box
sets,” the povt statement said.
Meanwhile, aviation min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidua held
a meeting Thursday to review

& it T
Al-1T1 co-pillot Clive Bunder was lakd
to rest at Mumbai's Sewri cemetery

ground-level  preparedness
and passenger support mech-
anisms because of reschedul-
ing of flights due to reasons
like checks, weather changes,
closing of airspaces due to ge-
opolitical temsions, eic. While
emphasising safety, he direct
ed airlines to address passen-
ger issues swiltly and asked
airports to have adequate
food, drinking water and seat
ingfacilities ready, Airport di-
rectors were directed to rein-
force wildlife hazard manage-
ment, including deterrence
of birds and stray animals.
Naidu also met top offi-
cials from SpiceJet, IndiGo
and Akasa on June 18 and 19,
He reviewed flest perform-
ance, safety oversight, pas-
senger experience, and air-
line communication strategy.

Crashed plane was
‘well-maintained’,
says Air India CEO

he Boeing 787 Dreamliner

(VT-ANB) that tragically
crashed in Ahmedabad last
Thursday was reportedly
‘well-maintained, with its last
major chieck in June 2023 and
the next scheduled for Dec
2025. The right engine was
overhauled in March 2025, and
the left engine was inspected
in April 2025. Both the aircraft
and engines were regularly
monitored, showing noissues
before the flight, according to
Air India MD & CED Campbell
Wilson ina message to
frequent flyers. Wilson
expressed deep sorrow over
the crash, which resulted in the
|oss of 241 passengersand
crew, along with 34 people on
the ground. He emphasised the
airline's commitment to
suppaorting affected families
and working with authorities to
determine the cause of the
tragedy.“Air India is conducting
thorough safety inspections on
its 33 Boeing TET aircraft, with
26 cleared for service. DGCA
has confirmed the fleet meets
safety standards,” he said. T
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Leh-bound IndiGo flight returns
to Delhi due to technical issue

Priyangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A Leh-bound IndiGoflight returned
to Delhi on Thursday morning after being air-
borne for nearly two hours because technical
problems were detected that could have caused
operational restrictions while landing in Leh.
Theflight landed safely in Delhi. Analterna-
tive flight later departed from Delhi with the
same passengers and reached Leh around noon.
The Delhi-Leh flight usually takes 1 hour
and 20 minutes. The IndiGo flight 6E2006,
with nearly 140 passengers, took off from IGI
Airport at 6.30am on Thursday and was sche-
duled to land at the airport in Leh at 7.50am.
After the aircraft had flown more than half
the distance, it was forced to return following
a technical issue. “After the flight was diver-
ted to Delhi, it landed around 8.30am at 1GI
Airport. All passengers and crew members
safely disembarked,” an airport official said.
IndiGo said in a statement that the flight,
6E 2006, returned to the origin airportduetoa
technical issue which caused operational
restrictions while landing. “As per procedu-
res, the pilot returned to Delhi. The aircraft is

undergoing necessary maintenance before
resuming operations. In the meantime, an al-
ternative aircraft has been arranged for to fly
the customersto Leh,” the statement said.

The alternative flight took off around
10.30am and landed in Leh close to noon.

Similar incidents have occurred in the
past. An Aeroflot aircraft, which took off
from Bangkok for Moscow, was forced tomake
an emergency landing at Delhi airport on
May 6. The aircraft, SU273, was diverted to
Delhiduetosuspected fumes inthecabin. The
flight landed safely, an official said.

In April, a Jeddah-Delhi flight made an
emergency landing at IGI Airport after a su-
spected flat tyre. The flight with 404 passeng-
ers landed safely. In May last vear, a Delhi-
Bengaluru Air India flight was forced to
return mid-air and made an emergency
landing at Delhi after a fire warning from its
auxiliary power unit.

In July 2023, a Kolkata-bound flight was
forced to return mid-air to Delhi airport due
to some technical glitch. On June 21, 2023, a
Delhi to Dehradun flight returned to IGI be-
cause of some technical glitch.

20 JUNME 2025
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Al to reduce int'] flights on
widebody aircraft by 15%

Mumbai: Air India on Wed-

nesday announced that it isre-
ducing international flights
on widebody aircraft by 15 per
cent "until at least mid-July”,

In a statement, the Tata
Group-owned airline also said
itwill undertake enhanced sa-
fety checks of widebody Boe-
ing 777 aircraft as a matter of
added precaution.

Air India has seen opera-
tional disruptions recently,
with at least 83 of its interna-
tional flights cancelled over
the lastsix days.

On June 12, an Air India
Boeing 7878 plane enroute
from Ahmedabad to London
Gatwick crashed soon afterta-
keoff, killing 241 people onbo-
ard and many others on the
ground.

In the statement issued la-
te in the evening, Air India sa-
id there have been disruptions
due to the geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle East, night
curfew in airspaces of many

Air India has seen operational
disruptions recently, with at least
83 of its international flights
cancelled over the last six days

countries in Europe and East
Asia, and there are ongoing
enhanced safety inspections.

Necessary cautious appro-
ach is being taken by the engi-
neering staff and Air India pi-
lots, it said.

"Given the compounding
circumstances that Air India
is facing, to ensure stability of
ouroperations, better efficien-
cy and to minimise inconveni-
ence to passengers, Air India
hasdecided toreduce its inter-
national services on widebody
aircraft by 15 per cent for the
nextfewweeks," the statement
said. P B
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Ahmedabad-Gatwick flight
delayed by 2.5 hours

Ahmedabad: The
Ahmedabad-Gatwick flight Al159
was delayed by 2.5 hours on
Wednesday. According to sources,
the scheduled time was 1.10 pm
against which the flight took off at
3.50 pm. It is notable that the flight
Al159 was cancelled on Tuesday due
to operational issues.
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Eye On Al

lata’s airline faces many serious questions,
even if DGCA has cleared its Boeing 787 fleet

GCA's clean chit to Air India’s Boeing 787 feet will partly

soothe nerves strained by last Thursday's Al 171 erash.

India’s worst aviation disaster this century killed 241 Qiers
and at least 298 peopls on the ground. As old whistleblower concerns
about the 787 ‘Dreamliner” vesurfaced, the crash seemed like a
chronicle of deaths foretold. But the aviation watchdog's serating
of Al's TE7 fleet has not found “any major safety concerns”. That
said, Al's numerous Dreamliner flight cancellations - 66 in the first
five days aftor the crash - raise questions. While some were on
aceount of airspace restrictions, technical problems were blamed
in the rest. Coming so soon after the crash, each new snag is ohe too
man¥ It's also a reality check for CEO Campbell Wilson, who elaimed
inan Interview two weeks ago: “The heavy lifting s done. ™

In the airline business, ‘heavy lifting’ isn't merely about getting
peaple from point A to point B. AT in its state-owned avatar did

that. with bumps and scowls on the
L and accumulated debt of over
#60,000cr: The whole point of the
Tata takeover was to make the air-
line friendlier, safer and profitable.
It's been 41 months since, but Al is
still beeset with “teething troubles”,
DGCA data for Jan- Aug 2024 showed
Al had 12x more complaints than
rival IndiGo, per 10,000 passengers.

And headlines this vear haven't beenencouragingeither. A mini-
ster stuck ina sagging seat, pnssengers stranded in: plane without
air conditioning in 41°C heat, choked toilets on a Chicago-Delhi
Night, and now a picture of a door sealed with paper napkins ona
Delhi-Hong Kong flight. None of these suggest the “{op-class airline”
that group chairman N Chandrasekaran talked about inJan.

Someaof this isdown io poorcrew raining -recall how DGCA pulled
up Alin 2023 for failing toreport adrunk passenger whourinated on
another. Some issues can be pinned on inadequate maintenance,
given the demand for seats and shortage of planes, But who can say
whether delaved servicing will shut down inflight entertainment
or 4 turbine? There are growing murmurs abouot too many “MEL
(minimum equipment list) releases’ —flying with some equipment
out of order. which should be an exception, not the norm. And
questions have also been raised about the quality of Al's periodic
pilot training. Nobody doubts Al's growth potential. In a duopoly,
in the fastest growing major aviation market, growth is inevitable.
But pursuit of the inevitable is notambition -excellence is
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Parts of 7 buildings
blocking flight path
removed, HC told

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: The collector (sub-
urbs) has informed Bombay
high courtthat portionsof se-
ven buildings in Santacruz
West and Kurla West that we-
re obstructing the movement
of flights at the city airport
have been removed.

Chief Justice Alok Arad-
he and Justice Sandeep Mar-
ne were on Wednesday hea-
ring a public interest litiga-
tion filed by advocate Yesh-
wanth Shenoy on threats to
aircraft from high-rises near
the airport.

The collector's office filed
a compliance report follo-
wing HC's March 26 order,
which granted time for the
disposal of an appeal by one
building before aviation regu-
lator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and
for removal of remaining of-
fending portions of others.

On May 6, HC sought details
of theaction taken. Govt plea-
der Neha Bhide said, “We ha-
ve complied with the removal
of all obstructions.”

The June 17 compliance
report by tehsildar Rajendra
Chavan said all owners remo-
ved the structures, which we-
re in the nature of permanent
fixtures, such as overhead
water tanks, antennae, iron
pipes, and also changes in re-
spect of concrete structures.
The removal was confirmed
by airport operator Mumbai
International Airport Litd
(MIAL) through a physical in-
spection and DGCA confir-
med such compliances.

Chavan said the collec-
tor's office is coordinating
with MIAL, MMRDA and
BMC for any further action
“as may be required to be car-
ried out in future”.

The judges adjourned the
hearing for four weeks.
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After crash, demand
for Al's 787s plummets

Fares Drop,
But Al's A350
& B777s Buck

The Trend

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Planningan al-
st Lst-minute trip o Ex
rope, Delhi-based Mnancial
consultant | Singhwas
in for a surprise when she
checked return fares for
Dalhi-Amsterdam (hine 30)
and Amsterdam-Delhi (Ju-
Iy 5 on ading online
travel agency (OTA).

Air [ndia’s nonstop op-
tion on both sectors was
enating Ra6i, 121, much boa-
er than Hs 87 on KLM,
the only other airline oper-
ntling a direct Dight 1 this
sector, and comparable to
this one-stop opthons of ear
riers like Etihad, Qatar Air-
ways and Lufthansa.

“I wondered why this
wis happening and then
found the plausible repson
Al equipment listed was
Hoeing TRT. 1wl opt for one
of the one-stops,” she said.

Multiple travel agents
confirmed Air Indin is seo
ing lower demand for its
BETE. because of which
many fights operated on
the Maharaja's Dreamiin
ers are cheaper than non-
stops of competing alrlines
on those routes. Lrondeally,
many of these competing
airlines on Al Dreamliner
routes — Europe, UK. Far
East and Australia alsn
use the BTHT over which pas-
semgers are ditching the
Moharajn a8 of now Non
stop flights are more expen
sive than oneslop ones
Some international routes
have bolh nonstop and one
stop options, like Delhi fo
Parls/London/New  York
can b Mows direet or one-
stop viga huh

The nonstop lnes aro
benchmarked with each
other and one-gtop By one

AP's o -stap fare of Bs 65,323 was cheaper than KLM'S flight Rs

87,153 and on par with one-stop options on Etibad, Qatar, Lufthansa

Al to cut overseas flights on wide-body
aircraft by 15% at least till mid-July

ir tndia will reduce its international services on wide-body

aircraft by 15% with immediate effect “at least™ til
mid-July, reports Sawrabh Sinha, Al operates about 70
international flights daily on its wide-body fleet. Multiple
factors, including alrspace closures, have increased fiying
times to and from the west and enhanced checks on Boeing
THTs since Al 171 crash |ast Thursday have reduced twin aisle
availability. The math was worked out thus: Al operated 462
flights onits wide-body fleet of Boeing T67=, 87775 & Airbus
A350s between June 2 and 17 while canceling B3 flights in that
period. Which means 15.2% of the 545 flights that were tabe
operated were cancefled incomeniencing passengers. Taking
that ratio and aligning schedules to actual capacity to mownt
flights. Al has cut wide body filghts by 15%.

stops, After the Al 117 crash
some  sectors  where Al
Drreamliners Ay nonstop are
seping lower demand for
travel dug to which their
faresare now lesser than the
nonstop offered by forelgn
nirlines,

Samplethls: OTA search
ez show Delhi-London e
turn fares (June 30 degar-
turwind July Sarrival)as be-
', D
5,000 R=00, 000
ares) on Brit-
il over Ra
95,000 on Virgin Atlantic.
Delhi-Paris return fares for
these dates are about Rs
48,000 on Aland Ra 76400 on
Adr Franoe

Fares on flights operated
by AL other wihde-Dbody ale
craft, Iike the North Ameri-

tween Bs54, 00and B
on Al HEs

A nonstops that served
by AfS0s and BTTTs, have
bucked this trend, “There is

concern among  iravellers
{about fying Al BETs) and
some b changed alrlines

a5 woll. Spfety is the prime
concern for passengers and
they e weighing theoption
of taking other airlines”
said Travel Agents Fodera
tion of India V-P Anil Kalsi.
The Directorote Generil
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has on Tuesday sald, “The
recent  survelllance  con-
ductedon Alr India's Boeing
T87 Meet did not reveal any
major safety concerns, The
alrcrafl  and  ;esociaied
maintenanca systems were
Tound to be eompliant with
existing safety standards,™
DGCA data shows that
botwoon  last  Thursday
{when AL171 crashed) and 6
pin Tuesiday, Al operated 462
Rights on its wide-bodv fest
of Boeing 787s, B777s8 & Alr
bus Adsls, while canceling
HaNights OF these, the BTE7S
sreounted for almost 0%
{681 of these cancellations,
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Air India crisis; Chandra
skips Tata Consumer AGM

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Tata Consumer
Products chairman N
Chandrasekaran skipped
the company's annual sha-
reholder meeting on
Wednesday due to ex-
igencies. Non-execu-
tivedirector P B Bala-
ji presided over the
meeting in his stead.
Regulations permit -
another director to lead the
meeting when the board
chairman is unavailable.
Chandrasekaran's ab-
sencewasdue tohisfocuson
Air India matters following
the crash of London-bound
flight 171 in Ahmedabad last
week, which resulted in

over 270 fatalities.

At the meeting, compa-
ny secretary Delnaz Dara
Harda said, “The chairman
of the board, N Chandrase-
karan, will not be able to at-
tend the AGM due to some
exigencies,”  Tata
Consumer initiated
the annual general
meeting  sequence
among major Tata
Group companies,
with TCS scheduled
for Thursday and Tata Mo-
tors for Friday. It remains to
beseen whether Chandrase-
karan, who is also the chair-
man of both these compani-
es, will chair the AGMs.

According to a lawyer, if
the chairman is not present
within 15 minutes after the

time appointed for holding
the meeting, or il he is un-
willing to act as chairman
of themeeting, thedirectors
present can elect a chair-
man among themselves.

Chandrasekaran has be-
en in Gurugram-Delhi, eng-
agingwith AirIndia person-
nel, holding discussions
with civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu and av-
iation secretary Samir Ku-
mar Sinha; and addressing
various airline-related mat-
ters. Hisoffice alsosought ti-
me with DGCA chief Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai.

During the AGM, Balaji,
who is also the CFO of Tata
Motors, acknowledged the
challenging period for the
Tata group.
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