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Airport shifts
smaller aircraft
to T-4 from Junel

Times News NETwork

Chennai: Indigo passengers
flying from Chennai to Trichy,
Tuticorin, Madurai, Mysore,
Vijayawada, Salem, Raja-
mundry, and other cities on
ATR flights must double-
check their departure termi-
nal. From June 1, the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) is
shifting departures of these
smalleraircraft from terminal
1(T1) to terminal 4 (T4).

Indigo operates around 32
ATR flights a day from Chen-
nai. These aircraft, with open
turbine wings, seat up to 72
passengers—unlike the larger
Airbus A320 that carries up to
180,

T1 remains Indigo’s main
domestic terminal. But to up-
grade Taxiway H in June and
July, AAlisclosingsix parking
bays. To manage this, it has
moved ATR flight departures
to T4, which Air India and Air
India Express currently use

Officials said the streng-
thening of Taxiway H, a long-
pending project, is planned for
June and July. To minimize
the impact of reduced bays, de-
partures of ATR flights have
been shifted to the other do-

TOI

FLYERS, TAKE NOTE

mesticterminal.

AAT has also made airside
changes at Chennai airport to
improve traffic flow and redu-
cedelays. It straightened Taxi-
way F, near the Guindy end of
the mainrunway; toletaircraft
exit the runway faster and cle-
ar the path for incoming
flights. A new holding point,
Taxiway A, now allows air-
craft to line up and exit effici-
ently helping air traffic cont-
rol manage movement on the
ground.

Additionally, three cargo
stands — 7, 8, and 9—have he-
en extended, re-oriented, and
commissioned to hoost cargo
handling capacity. “This new
orientation of the stands will
help in quick pushback from
stands as it is perpendicular to
the taxiway,” added the offici-
al.
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Kerala Chief Minister unveils X200 crore
[T infra pI'Q]GCt at Cochin Intl Airport

—
Our Bureau

Kochi

Kerala Chief Minister Pin-
arayi Vijayan on Monday un-
veiled a ¥200-crore IT infra-
structure project at the
Cochin International Air-
port, aimed at fully digitising
its operations.

Inaugurating the CIAL 2.0
project, the Chief Minister
said that the airport had
demonstrated a model of so-
cialising profit and not
privatisation.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted the strategic import-
ance of safeguarding air pas-
sengers and  protecting
airport assets. With around
50,000 passengers travelling
through CIAL daily and
nearly 100,000 visiting the
premises for travel-related
needs, the security of digital
assets becomes even more
significant.

CIAL 2.0 encompasses
various initiatives focused

o N

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurating the ¥200 crore
IT infrastructure project at Cochin International Airport Ltd

on artificial intelligence,
automation and foolproof
cybersecurity to address
emerging challenges in cy-
berspace and enhance the
travel experience, he said.

GLOBAL SCALE

In 2023-24, 375 crore
people in India travelled by
air, of which 27.5 crore were

domestic passengers. This
marks a 21 per cent increase
compared to the previous
year, placing India third in
the world in terms of do-
mestic air passenger num-
bers. It is estimated that by
2040, India will see one bil-
lion air travellers annually.
All airports in the country
must prepare themselves to

accommodate such large-
scale growth, the Chief Min-
ister said.

Full-body scanners have
been introduced, eliminat-
ing the need for physical pat-
downs during security
checks. An automated tray
retrieval system has also
been 1mplemented to speed
up cabin baggage screening.

Additionally, 4,000 Al-en-
abled surveillance cameras
have been installed to
strengthen airport and peri-
meter security. The airport’s
bomb detection and disposal
system is also being up-
graded through CIAL 2.0.

Also, several largescale
projects launched last year
are progressing rapidly. The
apron construction, part of
the I700 crore international
terminal development, is in
its final stages. The commer-
cial zone in front of Terminal
3 is also advancing steadily.
These developments have
created around 29,000 job
opportunities, he added.
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Kempegowda

airport posts
first profit

he Kempegowda International
TAirport has registered a record

profit for the first time since its
inception, a statement issued by the
Chief Minister's Office (CMO) said on
Saturday.

Opened in May 2008 to ease con-
gestion at Bengaluru's HAL Airport,
the Kempegowda International
Airport has now reported a financial
turnaround, marking a significant
milestone in its operational journey.
The record profit was announced fol-
lowing a board meeting of the
Bangalore International Airport
Authority, chaired by Shalini
Rajneesh, Chief Secretary to the
Karnataka government and
Chairperson of BIAL.

Officials attributed the airport’s
strong performance to strategic expan-
sion, sustainability measures, and
improved operational efficiency. -1ANS
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Celebi to HC: Security
clearance can’t hinge
on public perception

Govt defends move citing national security

AN | MR
Pt D, 15 My

Tuzkish ground-bandiing and cango op-
emior Celshl Adrpon Services India
{formerly Celehl Ground  Handling
Dedhly sold the Delhl High Coam on
Monday that public perceptian could
not be grounds for revoidng sscurity
cleamance. The company sabd it had
Bzen pven nefther 0 reson nor an op-
panurity for 2 hearing.

“We have hesn camylng out oper-
ations for 1f yesm without blsmish
Thizn we secetverd o letter on Moy 15
cancelling the security clearance. We
WETE BIVEDN R0 Tesson and no-oppamLsn
ry fora bearmg. B is because of public
perception that the company’s share
holdicg b with Tisrkish naziorols But
public pesceprion mpmat be groonds
i forr revocasinn of securmy clesr-
ance). There e L O 2m-

“Techmicalbyi'san Indan compamy.
There bas vbe a rmsonable cuse. We
were not given prior ootice,” Celebi cold
thecour

The company olso clanfisd that
while it hes Toridsh ownership, oper-
atinial snid mansgerial oomlof its In-
idlan emiry s handbed by an Endls-basesy
temm, ] thut i bes eaieeimed o chean
i necoed for over o decade ar maior
mirpats.

Saolicianr Gensral Tashar Mehia, ap-
peaning fior the central povermment,
s ational security concems over
the firm's presenoe, saving, “The ensmy
can iry 10 times and sueceesd once; @
conamiry bos fovasoree all the time =

“In coses of civil avistion and na
tonal security, there cannot be a doc-
mine of peoportanalivg” he added. He
alsp sshmitted ther (ndividuals em-

ploved try the company, who ane
b deployesd st alpons, have-ac-

ployess working. The entire 888 o cosetoevery comnet of the

fnusiness goes lor a toss,”
Celebl's lawyer told the
o

Jumice Sachin Dana
was hearing Celebd’s plea
challenging the ndian gov
e s decision 1o reveke s
S=CUAY cleamne.

In: ks piless, Cdeabd argued that the oy
dizn govemmeni's decision was “arhi-
arary anad devold of sperific ressors”.

The My of Chll Avtamion, seting
theough the Rursau of Chil Sviation Se-
curtiy |BCAS), wirhdrew Celebi's clear
anceon May 1%, cring national security
Erouncs. The mave comes smid rising
diplamanic tensioes after Thridye sp
poreid Pakistan duricg hostilites el
ving Opemiion Sindoor.

Celebi, a wholly cemed Indian sib-
sidisny of Turd sh parent company Ce-
e Aovatton Holding, argued thar the
govemmen's onder lacked prior notice
T AN DppoTTUniDy o respond. The toom-
pany descobed the peaiBoation as
“vagus” and “unsubsiandated”, e
ling that such actions jeopandise forsg
imvesmor confidence and thregien the
Invellhoods of Endisn employes

abrpor as well as w the alr
craft.
4 “The govemment had
g mpunis thar i wowld be
bazardous i the carrena

O soenarko o leave this activiny

in 1k hands of this company,®

he sl

Mefun mainizined thai the oo
dan was roated n concerrs under the
Alremlt {Securiny Bulss, paricotardy
Rule 12 Bule 13 of Abrcraft [Secoriy]
Fules, andy gramis the ieeciorGeneml
of Tl Aviation (DGCA) the power to
smpend or canced seourity cleamnces
i seCurEy progTanmes.

The cour asked the Centre o dems
orsrEie the “genutne apmrehension”
that wanranted revocation of thssn

far mAnsy
ENCY SVE i maires fundsr na-
thomal sscurite

Mietna replied that the ministoy e
m@ins the exchshve gkt w mevoke
lcemces without assigning reasons
s certaln chrumstances.

The argumemes.are Hkely iocootinue
o Wednssday.
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Liquor shop at Delhi Airport’s Terminal 3 runs into
trouble — poor stock, staff issues and a dip in sales

GAYATHR MANI
MEWDELH. MAY 10

DELHI AIRFORT authorities
have Magged low sales, opera-
tional issues, and poor stock to
the Delhi Consumer’s Co-oper-

earlier thismonthdve mthe st
entry issues, and pasted a note
outside the store saying, “The
slores sales have been stopped
due to the Lack of stall passes”
"Theentry passfidentity card
of stalf who work at the liquor
shop was not renewed, due to

only such store and was re-
opened almost two years afier i
wias shut following the tmest

gations ard probebyi miestigar-
ing agencies, including the
Central Bureau of Investigation
[CBI), invo the now-scrap ped
liquer poficy 2021-22,

ative Whobesale Store Limited which the shop was closed for a The shop was reopened Last
(DCOWS ), which operates the coupleol days Buttheissuewas  yearunder the currently imphe-
liguor shop in the arrival sec- resnlved Later " analficial flomthe  mented excise regime.

tionof Terminal 3 {13 ) at the 1G1 Exrisedepartment had said then, It is the only dutby-free Tiguor

Airpart, sources said,
In an email to DCCWS, the

The airport also highlighted
adrop in the daily average sales

stome that caters iodomestic and
international travellers. The

airport authority also high- due tooperational challenges. wialle-in store, with self-service,
by hed that the ongoing “oper-  The store is run by De lhi Co-operative Wholesale Store According (o data, the daily  was opened last year under the
atsonal issee” and restricted en-  Limited. Bqres average sae was Rs 304 lakhin  DODOWS and o perates 24x7,
try of stall have affected January, which dropped o BsRe Sources said that the con-
CUSLOMET EXPeTience. 220 0akh in May tract of the Touor shop willex-
“This 15 to bring to your no- DAILY AVERAGE SALES {2']25] The datashows that the daly  pirean June 6.
neethatfor the pas fwo months, average sales went down in Following the scrapping of
the store is Bang operational Ngues in £ akh February to Bs 2,71 lakh but  the okd hguor policy. Dellu has
challenges — stock issues . lead- January _ 204 picked up in March, generating  only government- run liquor
ing tolossolbusiness, . Stalf air- = Rs 352 lakhdaily Butit dropped stores, There are four corpora-
portentry issue is so lead ing is February _ 27 in the following months tions — DCCWS5. Delhi State
leading to non-adequate man- 4 "We mustappreciate the fact Indusinal and Infrastructure
power al gores, eading o incon- March 352 thatwhen the gore wasopen,it  Development Corporation,
sistenl cuslomer experience,” createda jotof buze _atthe Dahi  Delhi Transport Infrastructume
sabd officials, April 295 airport. We reguest you to  Development Corporation
The excise commmissioier did i kindly intervene and resalvethe  Limited and Delhi State Civil
na esgpond tomesages and calls May" _ 230 issue immediately,” read the  Supplies Corporation Limited
Sources said that the lquor “ml May 8 COMITLIAKATION = which run theseshops across

oiitlet was shiit for 4 few days

Thits luine shop at T3 was the

the aty.
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Centre opposes Turkish firm Celebi
plea against revoking security clearance

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Maonday opposed in the Delhi
High Court pleas of Turkish
company Celebi Atrport Ser-
vices India Pvi Ltd and another
firm against the decision of avia-
tion watchdog BCAS revoking
its security dearance.

Appearing before Justice
Sachin Datta, Centres Solic-
ftor General Tushar Mehta
argued the decision was taken
in the interest of national secu-
rily in lght of certain inputs
that continuing the services
of the petitioner companies
would be hazardous in the cur-
rent scenano.

The security clearance
of the firms was revoked by
Bureau of Civil Aviation Safety
{BCAS) on May 15, days after
Turkey-backed Pakistan and
condemned India’s strikes on
terror camps in the neighbour-
ing country.

Celebi orl Services
India Pvi Ltd and Celebd Delhi
Cargo Terminal Management
India Pyt Ltd were averseeing
ground handling and cargo ter-

HIGHLIGHTS

of natianal security in
light of certain nputs that
confinuing the services of
the pefiticner
would be hazardous in
the current scenaris

» The securlty dearance of
the firms was revoked by

Bureau of Civil Aviation
Safety [BCAS) on May
15, days after Turkey-
becked Pakistan and
condemned India's striles
on terror camps in the

neighbouring country

minal functions, respectively.

“I am saying that it is a
national security issue and
the order (revoking clearance)
reflects the same,” Mehta said.

"Enemy can make 10
attempts and has to suceeed in
one. While security agencies
have to succeed on all 10 occa-
stons. National security based
upon civil aviation security has
1o be placed on the highest ped-
estal; he further argued.

SG Mehta handed over cer-

tain records to court in a sealed

cover in support of his claims.

He sadd giving reasons might
be counter-productive and prej-
udice sovereignty and security
ol the nation. Senior advocale
Mukul Rohatgi appeared lor the
firms and argued the dedsion
wats taken due to “public percep-
t3on’, which could not have been
a ground. The security clear-
ance, he said, was revoked with-
oul any opporiunily of hearing
or reason. “It appears to me thal
is because of public perception
because the shareholding of the

company is of Turkish nation-
als!” Rohatgi added.

Petitioner firms, he said, had
been carrying out ground han-
dling operations with thousands
of employess in varfous airports
for the last 17 years “without any
blemish” but its security clear-
ance was “suddenly” revoked.

The petitioners were not
“rouge” companies whose busi-
mess could be trammelled with
“one stroke” on a dav'’s notice,

court could sit in appeal over
such decisions and il serving
a prior nolice was mandatory
under such conditions and
posted the matter on May 21.
“It (notice) may defeat the
purpose (of revocation). As
long as apprehension exists.
and apprehension is not justi-
clable under Article 226. Who
is to say apprehension is well
founded or not?” the judge satd.
Rohatgi said the onus was on
the authorities to show that the
situation was “so grave” that it

required immediate action and
national security could be used
as a carte blanche.

Mehta, however, said the
ritle of proportionality could not
be applied to cases concerning
national security.

“The rule is better safe than
sarry, the judge said.

Celebi, operating in the
Indian aviation sector for over
15 years and employing over
10,000 people, offers its services
at nine airports.

BCAS, in an order, said, “.
the securily clearance in rfo
Celebi Airport Services India
Pyt Lid is hereby revoked with
immediate effect in the inter-
est of national security” The
securily clearance to the com-
pany, part of Turkeys Celebi,
wis given in November 2022,
Celebi handles around 58,000
l]iEhL'. and 540,00 tonne of
cargo annually in India, accord-
tng Lo fts websile 11 is present at
Mumbai, Delhi, Cochin, Kan-
nur, Bangalore, Goa, Hyderabad
Ahmedabad and Chennai air-
ports. Pakistan also used Turk-
tsh drones on a large scale in
the military conflict with India.
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PINARAYI NOD
200 ¢r IT infra

project launched
at Kochi Airport

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE & kochi

INDIA will see ane billion air
travellers anniaally by 2040 and
all airports In the country mus
prepare (o accommaodate such
larpe-scale growih, Chief Min-
ster Plawroy] Vijayran sald here
on Monday He was speaking
during the launch of the
T2crore CLAL 2.0 praject,
which aims to lully digitise the
oparations af Cochin Interna
tiomal Adrpart

“In H093-24, 375 milllon pes
ple In Indin travelled by alr of
whi eh 275 million were domes-
tlc passengers. This marks a
1% Inerease oompaped to the
previons year, placing India
third in the world In terms of
domestic alr PAsSsENZET UM
bers. It is estimated that by
2040, Indin will see one billilon
afr travelers anmally All air
ports 1o the country must pre-
pire, on thelr own, to aceom
modate such large-scale
irowth.” Pinarayi said.

The CM emphasised the stra
tegic importance of ensuring
the safity of air passen pers and
the protectional alrport nssets,
With around 50,000 passenpers
travedling through Kochi Alr
port daily and close to 100,000
pecple visiting the premises fbr
travel-related needs, the secu
rity of digital assets hecomes
even more significant. The air-
port also hasts over S0 @overm
ment amnd non-gover nment
agencies, 30 aldines, arownd 200
commercial establishments n
cluding hotels, and mare than
L2000 cmyplovees, making it a
vist e complex trigdel hub
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Civil aviation & nat’l
security intertwined,

Govt to HC:; Turkish

co’s security clearance
pulled on intel inputs

Submits These In
Sealed Cover, Says

Can't Be Revealed
Abhinav.Garg@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Better to be safe
than sorry, the Delhi high co-
urt remarked Monday while
hearing a plea by Turkish
firm Celebi Airport Services
India Pvt Ltd against revoca-
tion of its security clearance
by the central govt. Opposing
the plea, solicitor general
Tushar Mehta told the court
that thedecision wastakenin
the interest of national secu-
rity following certain intelli-
gence inputs that it would be
“hazardous™ to permit the
company to continue ground
handling operations at nine
airports in the country:

The senior law officer
shared the inputs with the co-
urt in a sealed cover, telling
Justice Sachin Datta that dis-

'IT MATTERS
WHO CONTROLS’

» On May 15, Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security revoked
Celebi's security clearance
citing ‘national security'

» SG Tushar Mehta says
‘doctrine of proportionality’
doesn't apply in matters
of national security

» Celebi argues that it
employs Indian citizens

to handle services across
nine airports; SG says ‘who
controls and who gives
instructions, that matters’

closing them would be coun-
terproductive and affect na-
tional interest and security;
Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgl, appearing for Cele-
bi, said the company has be-
enoperating inIndiafor17 ve-
ars and had 14,000 emplovees.

b ‘Nat'l security’, P 11

SG Mehta tells HC

¥ Conttinued from P 1

yolieiior general Tushar
Mizhin nrpoed civil avi
aitom and rtional s
FILY e bnbepdepmindenl. Suo-
mior sdvoeaie Bkl Bohat
gl pomiersded Centre neoed
Uhecaiimse of mildle peivep-
thon due o sharehnlding of
tha comiparny by Turkish nn:
hrotmle” Druid prokiied oun Chit
I

i
The  sur |I

eomgsiny '
clearames, be soid, was e
winhnd] wilhout amy oppocia-

niky forahmsringorreasm
“The enemy can try 10
Elenes abe] sicoeod oped;
country has to socoeed all
the time_ in coses of civil
||l.| arlis s natlonal sy
ot be o doe-
proportionabiy’
predl, Ho zald
abrpert hondiing amd cargn
handiing are @
el operations: whiro
Peratiniel Know =\.||IJ B
noeess io Mevery noa k nnad
ermny of theairpert™

r'un flimy comracts, noking

II||_, st ingrils |||I| ke
I:I|..1... given the prevailing
werurity olimate, allowing

Crleld b aotitimue sperit-
ing poses significant rishs
Hobaigh, howser, insistod
Ehand o s 3

Colebis  alrport  grosind
handling operations in In
itin & independent and
prafesaisia]ly niapkend

ustice  Datin wom
thored if sch a docision s
dvem ameiahle 0 being
bheand in apponl by the
oort and if serwing o pri
i nlee waa marlateey
wnder such conditivns, be
oo postang the madter Bor
Fulpidior ke b ois My £l
Thi seciinaty clesranve of
the firms was revoled by
BCAS daa after Turklyve
backed Pakistan and con
e India's strikes on
BTROT cannis in the nekEh-
beouring coumnry
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IndiGo turns to East

Hohit Vaid
tew Dethi

To counter challenges posed
by the ongoing tensions with
Pukistan and the restrictions
on air space, IndiGo plans to
expand its operations 1o East
and MNorth-East Asia, in-

dustry SOUrCes told
hustnessline,
As per sources, lndia’s

lorgest airline is likely to
commence Hights to Cam-
bodia, South Korea, Japan
and even China, from
September 2025,

Sources told businessling,

that the F-]BIL'I.I.IJJ help IndiGo
diversify its rouwte nerwork
and allow it to capitalise on
the growing demund for air
travel,

“Rewaork on potential new
destinutions has tuken place
sinee the disruption cavacd
due tothe recent hostilities,”
sources said. “Flights to new
destinations such as Cam-
hodia, Sourh Korea, and Ja-
pithate on the cards,”

FLEET EXPANSION

Speaking to husinessiine, in-
dustry experts said thar the
East Astan market offers im-
mense potential for growth,

IndiGo is likely
1o commence
flights to
Cambaodia, South
Korea, Japan and
even China, from
September 2025,
said sources

driven by increasing aco
nomic ties and tourism, He
sides, sources said, the addi-
tiom of 787z and the
upcoming induction of XLEs

will boest intermational
opeTations.

However, “These  new
flights will he stamed only
after the commencement of
Amsterdam and Manchester
operations,” sources said.

MNotably, IndiGo plans w
boost its wide-body feet by
damp-lcasing  six  Boecing
THT-9aircraft from Norse At-
lantic Airwavs. Accordingly,
the first of these leased air-
craft has been deploved on
the Delhl- Bangkok route,

PLANS FOR EUROPE

Commenting on the inmduc-
tion of the Boeing 747, Indi
Go's Chief Executive Pieter
Elbers said, “This move rein-

forces our commitment o
international growth and
OUr CUsStOmers, promising to
introduce more options on
long-haul routes.”™

“As we accelerate rowards
our vision of becoming a
global airdine by 2030, this
parmership enables us o
bulster vur wide-body opera-
tions while staying rooted in
our India-first approach,” he
sand. Meanwhile, undeterred
by Pakistan's decision
close its wirspace, IndiGo s
set o proceed  with its
European expansion plam,
with ticket bookings for its
new flights to Amsterdam

, N-E Asia as tensions with Pak affect flights to West

and Manchester expected to
QRN S007.

Accardingly, the low cost
carrier plans to initially oper-
ate these services from a key
Indian city to these promin-
ent European destinations as
part of its expanding interna-
tiomal network. Sources had
earlier told busteessline thot
the airline would follow a
three-day  and  four-day
schedule for its fights 1o
Amsterdam and Manchester.

However, with the recent
closure of Pakistan's air-
space, IndiGo is also consid
ering  adjustments to s
flight operations,
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Air India may Flex Global Muscle
with Over 10 New Codeshare Deals

Airline targeting 25% growth In international business over 3 years

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Air
India islikely to
sign more than 10
new codeshare
agreements this
fiscal year, senior
officials said, adding this
would significantly expand the

carrier's reach across North Ameri-

ca, Europe, and Africa,

The airfline currently has19co-
deshares, compared to none during
its acquisition by the Tata Group
about two vears ago. IndiGo, India's
largest airline, currently has aro-
und 10 codeshares,

Air India is targeting 25% annual
growth in international business
over the next three years—a trend
already visible with similar growth
seen in FY25, an official said.

"These partnerships area critical
partof our international strategy”
the official said. *They allow usto
offer wider connectivity in markets
where we don't yet have a direct

20.1::

SHARE OF TATA AIRLINES IN

INDIA'S 48.5% INTERNATIONAL
AIR TRAFFIC IN 2024

presence, especially in North Ame-
rica, Europe, and parts of Africa.
They alsohelp drive feeder traffic to
ourlong-haul flights and improve
aircraft utilisation.”

AirIndia did not respond to ET's
query,

The airline's international strate-
gy combines two approaches-
—deepening presence in secondary
cities within key markets and
entering new geographies through
partner carriers, officials said.

AirIndia's
codeshare deals
include Lufthansa,
Singapore Airlines, United
Airlines, and Air Canada—cove-
ring over 80 destinations. It alsohas
interline agreements with 109
carriers, giving access to over 800
global destinations.

These partnerships now serve
more than 25,000 passengers every
week, driving a twofold surge in
passenger traffic, and threefold
jump in booking revenue, according
toa presentation reviewed by ET.

Homegrown carriers flew 48.5% of
international passengers in 2024 to
and from India, as per DGCA data.
Of this, Tata Groupairlines Air
India, Vistara—which has now
been absorbed by Air India—and
Air India Express had a 26.1% share,

“Network scale is key to compe-
ting with the Middle Eastern and
European legacy carriers,” saida
person in the know. “Every new
partnership improves not just reach
but also relevance in global booking
systems.”

.a-"""-"""—
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In HC, govt defends action against Celebi

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bureau of Civil
Aviation's (BCAS) decision to
revoke Turkish firm Celebi's
security clearance was based on
inputs received by the govern-
ment that allowing the firm to
continue with its ground han-
dling in nine airports including
Delhi and Mumbai, would be
hazardous, the Centre told the
Delhi high court on Monday.
Opposing a plea filed by the
Turkish firm against BCAS's
May 15 decision, the Centre rep-
resented by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta told a bench of
justice Sachin Datta, that the
Turkish firm provided airport
and cargo services, and its
employees while providing such
services had access to airport

BCAS REVOKED
CELEBI'S SECURITY
CLEARANCE ON
MAY 15 CITING
NATIONAL
SECURITY

premises including the aircrafts.
tarmac.

Justifying the government’s
action, Mehta said, “Government
had inputs and it was found nec-
essary that it would be hazard-
ous in the scenario in which the
nation is passing through, to
leave this activity in the hands of
this company.”

He added: "There are two
contracts which this company
was handling: airport handling
and cargo handling . In ground

handling, whoever are the per-
sons employed can have access
to every nook and corner of the
airport, aircraft, tarmac itself.”

“In cargo handling, there are
twao types of planes ~ passenger-
cum-cargo (planes) and (dedi-
cated frieght planes ) like (those
operated by) Blue Dart. We're
more concerned with cargo plus
passenger handling,” he said.

The court fixed May 21 as the
next date for hearing.

BCAS on May 15, revoked Cel-
ebi's security clearance, citing
national security. “Nothing is
above the security of our nation
and our fellow citizens,” civil avi-
ation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said in a press release.

In its petition, Celebi sought
the setting aside of the May 15
order ,asserting that the govern-
ment's decision to revoke its

clearance by merely citing
national security, in the absence
of any justification, was “vague”
and “unsustainable in law”.

During Monday’s hearing,
Celebi, represented by senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi, sub-
mitted that the company has
been carrying out its operations
for 17 years and the decision was
taken based on the basis of pub-
lic perception that the com-
pany’s shareholding consisted of
Turkish nationals, which could
not be a grounds to impact the
employment of 14000 people.

However, the bench said,
“Service of notice depends on the
nature of the situation. It may be
counter productive and it may
defeat the action, that you may
do something inimical to
national security, the moment
notice is given to you.”
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@ Air Traffic

In March 2025, the number of domestic flights from Mumbai fell 1% compared to
March 2024 levels. International flights increased about 1%.

Number of domestic flights
24,000

20,915 19,761 20,731
18,000
12,000
6,000
0
Mar-24 Sep-24 Mar-25
Number of international flights
9,000
7,386 7,460 7,40
6,000
3,000
Mar-24 Sep-24 Mar-25

Source: Airports Authority of India
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‘Better safe than sorry’,
says HC on govt’s move
against Celebi contract

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE a0 hew Deli

A Delhi High Court bench on
Monday heard a petition filed
by Cedebl Alrport Services ln
din Pvt Lid and Celebi Delhi
Cargo Terminal Management
India Ltd against the terming.
tion of their services, and sald
it was better to be safe than sor-
ry in cases where national se-
curity was Involved.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) revoked the
ground handling services con
tract of the Turkish-headquar
tered firms on May 15, citing
national security This was in
light of Turkey backing Pakl-
stan during the India-Pakistan
confrontation post-Operation
Sindoar The firms contended
that the decision was arbitrary

Solicitor General Tushar Me.
hta who represented the Cen-
tre, said, “Tam saying that it is
a national security issue and
the order (revoking clearanee)
refllecis the same. An enemy
can make 10 atftempts and suc
cerd in one, while socurity

CISF to continua check-in
bag screening till May 21

The Central Industrial Security
Force will continue ko monitor the
check-in luggage of passengers
and camgo opeations at 69 civil
irports until May 21, The four-day
mitension has been gven by the
Bureau of Cvil Aviation Security.

agencies have to suceesd on all
10 oecasions. Natlonal securlty
based upon civil aviation secu-
rity has to be placed on the
highest pedestal "

Justice Sachin Datta re-
sponded, “The rule is better
safe than sorryt”

Senior advoeate Mukuol Ro-
hatgi, who appesred for the
frm. argued the declsion was
tiken due to public pere ption.
“Tt appears io me that it is be-
cause of public pereeption
since the shareholding of the
company is of Tuwkish nation-
als.” he said. “The petitdoners
werd nol ‘rogue’ companles
whiose business could be tram-
melled with ‘one stroke’ ona
day's notice,” Rohatg added.
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Maintain website, DGCA tells flying schools

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation asked
flying schools to ensure information is
displayed prominently on the website

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aspiring com-
mercial pilots in India will
now be able to make an in-
formed choice for a flving
training organisation (FTO)
tolearnthe ropes.

In a major reform, Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) on Friday di-
rected all flying schools in
country to “maintain a dedi-
cated website” with updated
information on several pa-
rameters. These include,
among other things, mini-
mum and maximum time

taken to complete 200 hours
of flying; numberof aircraft,
instructors, designated ex-
aminers, availability of
eground school and simula-
tors,

Apart from clearing
DGCA exams and medical
tests, completing 200 flying
hours isakey requirement to
earn a commercial pilot 1i-
cence (CPL) in India. Howev-
er, the long time it usually
takes to do so due to multiple

factors like availability of
planes and instructors —
apart from other concerns
like safety and guality of
training at many schools —
sends a large number of as-
piring Indians pilots abroad
every yvear for CPL training.
As reported by TOI on
March 23, 2025, DGCA chief
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai decid-
ed to bring in transparency
on FTOs. Hesought to do so
by requiring them to put in-

formation in public domain,
based on which students
choose them.

The aim is to make them
competitive, safer and stu-
dent-friendly. Setting that
plan in motion, DGCA wrote
to all flying schools in coun-
try Friday, “FTOs advised to
maintain a dedicated web-
site... it must be updated reg-
ularly. Specified information
must be prominently dis-
plaved and kept current”
DGCA's letter states.
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