AIRPORTS

Corporate Communications Directorate

AUTHORIT ‘{ OF lNUiA

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

20 APRIL 2026

mqgaﬁasmaaéaxﬁamaﬁmqm

IO T

¢ et amishang v
W gEEA F AE T4,
FaumE st Mgty uftn
e T wim ToE few
TR 9EYE 9 30 #H
T 3y Feferd =i =mi &
werE | 3T O TR 3
3R w1 W & & fem
TRARS §9 F AN W
¥t 299 Aeash & TS
I qraTn 7 £

EEE A UATEE W O
i Rk e [
Tarea w4 o o a2 o
o E w9 oW
gftEre § v aE |
Fem wer 99 wEm =
TR s 2 Gead F

Hﬁmﬁf‘mﬁlmm
fafer ot Tt e S o £
1 2 BT A
UHHEE 249 29 W
qor 9 F o o e

ufafes e 22 291 329 B4 & ganfed

STESIE WA w1 T e TG €, F 2w F 150
e 3 smm HfewR A gw i v §
W W o T-T e, T, rEreE i e A
u siTrT wee e € el 8wl sl 1500
wite sl st T2 wafee d ¥ R w=a =
AT FEE 0 A UH ¥, TE e e 2 5 H e
= AT A F O EE B O w3 o sy v
wrg m € 3 A (= gam), Sam wre o faw
w38 w2 A v wine &)

T # wE, e sl
H= wtee eE 0 S
RErTEl =1 = e T
dET T I B | WA
O T S R | T2

TERFE W AR T § fAmE wETen foen | 0 e

TR frfa § 37w 21 € wE Oy

w90 g PR o TAn wEE W g sTen . e
frrem w1t # 1 s fedfa o g T F s afiew
wn ¥, forrd sm W 9 § W O W S | 56G F O T
P WA T % fe e i S gEn
8 = &1 5w oe | v o s A e e e

wiae o1 smgfrmrrn fea smom

Y Teh-ieh STHIRG f9&ew oy S
7 T F ed TF ITERAT S W AN

AR smafta faen o =i 3Ed T Fae 1

FRET Ja, Siew S S ST S v 5
e & TR AT faery Al o s
frufar 1 wfafen T = g Al wifEm =1 = B T
ST W HE

TEEMITE FEOE BE, FO 5 WA 9 ST U

e o f s B F
frm 5= faem @ Fefm

= T A fom s, fama wfenedt @ famn i dm
el FUl 1 wgrE e uAsl  senfia SweE e
ey # vordd w fEEfEm s s s aem

1 29 i Afvaw =1 9 o
wrepters fafa =1 g9
frnm £



Corporate Comm unications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

20 RPRIL 2026

gaTs gl 9 e Fr SRl Sl i o

%ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ&l@ﬁﬂgﬂﬁaﬂ?w%ﬁwmﬁﬁéﬂ &1 D! fet Ta1 dicre

38R sftared 3R 3tnT gt
T feet/es, 19 v

39T & Bl ofg et & o forpry &6 -

foTT IR AT 31aER ad o @ 2
o=t Sufraar Sforil & sie =1 78
SR TR gehT Wiet o fold TR %9
@ ¥ 7l el 3 Yot SN gel org

YA ¢ IR G IR feeetl-Tie R
éﬁmﬁﬁ@%ﬂl’s‘ﬁ%ﬁm
€1 U ST ERe] Te i W SIRER
THAR 813 Te Reer ot bl o o

fou & | Sl 9 sed SuHeRT v b

AT IS ok foTu 79t TorHiferit = feme
TR BT
ag%jﬁ %';@W %;aﬁﬁmt—r =
T ok W & &I U
STfershrY fereter wrqaiat 3 hel, ‘gaet
fca 9Ra # =OR WA Rea
TIRfRfreRT o T e 8, ST & H ga
3Tgf oI gifSte ararerer # et &
e+ o gem 5= 81 98 79 fafie
TR % WEH! & GEA TAR SR
TIETHITCTAT hi T i ol Gfore <t
2, o SUER IR I &t folers 9
AT WS A 1’
TTHEATE STgI W SH A oh WA R
HEGE R E R e C e |
T | IE 5 T BT AT SSH o6 feg
TH 3R &R e & qhug O "ichd

iaazﬁraamm

= HiTe! W1 H Ul IR 5418 3T Yo a1 49 3R fieeh-gediaR
SR BRI A GFR 5418 31 Y o A oI 1 SHiig

u IR ST SiTe 591 50TS 3181 R 3o Wie & fey e @ £ BeR

= $HG 3TATAT TRE] Wi $i SIRGR YR A ¥ Red 3 ag a1 391

Y Y M H @1 ¢ | TRHEEA b
e Setieiissiaed & Aol H STt &
wéa‘qﬁwéaaﬁ%aﬁﬁmma@
S o O @ | 39k We-HETh
3R T e SR dehst T 7 T,

O H W Sfedg ed ®, S ieel &
2 ‘ 2if3-3-1a, feary-24, siersst-
S SR TR T | e
feseT-enenia Aot i A
9 g Sfiestelt  depien!
TiRfRfeR! & H god Siedl €1

ST kT ST § R STl AT %
N ¢at Nee i ST ket
Tore H e 12 ¥ 15 wfaerd
fetrart 2Rt 2R sife & wye Torea
6 ¥ 8 wfowrdl HaE &% e (R
e ) IR TaTETel SIaRdg Tars
313 W 3MSCURE & |Y I8 Se®
FHTET ST T 373 o 212,
=g 3IX 01 welg gl W AN A R
Wit T | T R F A = oIl skt
Il TR e, ek IS I =R T
EE i) 2, Tty B 3Ty A
TRIERI % o =18 2 Wie i wewaqe
STTRHUT Sh5 T LS |

2t feafPR 3k FoAd
Ak e ST Sl arell ther et
TISY ‘SiiE HIIEH’ & HIA 2026
1 forehTe YOI ot w7e forery & 9
Sl SIS ATl T ST & | 5
HUCH h Te-HATH A
FUR F Ha, ‘9Rd H fomeA
STEER=T ohT foa R gare Reet o forg
SRER eTaER €1 79 It faar
WA % d5d SWA TR TF H
forehTe o1 Wfsh &9 | Yedichd Y ®
T IR 3qH 37 aiferes fafSfafere! arer
T R LT e =7 3@t 7, S e Ent
Tt ffa & STg&u 31 3= e
foh firesel 9% Hé o SR Ut 3 IR
e e @R @t €1



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHIT

20 LAPRTL 2026

Brands chase flyers as new airports open a runway to revenue for retail

AHSHARA SRIVASTAUA &
MAHEEEA
e DelhfBengakune, 15 Aprid

Incllian alrpaits ane increasingly
becoming a new avene of growth
fior the conntry’'s retail sector,

a5 brands SEr08E CONSLUMET Sef-
mEnts guen e up to open shop
thess kcations.

The opening of airports in
Tier-I cliles, along with second-
ary alrports coimilng up in metros
suich as Mumbal and the Delhi-
National Caplral Begion, coupled
with strong domestc tourism
maonienium, has glven wings o
the retall segment. Compearnles are
recalibrating
sEratedies to tap this growing con-
sumer colinf

“Travel retall i3 a part of oor
overall retail ecosystem In Indis,
enabling us to engags with ous-
tomersin rransit errdronments
such as alrpors, It allows us o
presentour peoduct porrdolio,

Including gifting and traved-
friendly formats, toa diverse set of
customers,” said Vishal Chams-
vedd, group chisf revenue officer
at personal care glant The Body
Shop.

The bramd, with seven stores
across alrport locagions in Indls,
hias seendouble-dioh prowth in
this
segment ani is actively looking o
Open Mmire stores 1o capdtalise on
the mornmentuemn.

For lifesryle tech brand Dal-
IyObjects, travel retail is setto
e omne a oo prosh englie ovet
ithe next rwo years, “Alrports glve
154 highly intent-driven, pre-
v assdience that |s already in
an ‘on-the-move, device-hesvy,
always-on’ mindset, whichis
exactly where oiir deslgn-led
everyday esseniials sdd value i
the broader lifestyla tech evo-
system,” sald Panka|Garg,
cofounder and chisfexecutive
offtcer (CEO)L

The comgamy axpects travel
retail 1o conrrbute close to 12-15
percent af i1 offling revenus and
6B per cent of overall brand rev-
ene overThe et twe vears With
outposts:st Mumbal’s T2
{donwestic temminal) and Guws-
hatf Intermatanal Alrport, it s
vl ot mesw stores 8t Bongs-
lur's Kemipegowds Internationsl
Adrport T2, aswedl as Chennal and
Pune airpors.

Travel spending push

m Tier-il arports, tourism boost driving travel
retall expansion

m Brands target premium, captive audiences
in transit envinments

= Travel retad to contnibute up to 15% of
TEVENLIES

m Secondany arports likely to boost
per-passenger retall spanding

= Premiumisation trend fuels demand across
fashian, tach, aloobey sectors

“As peaved activity continues o
ise, alrports have beoome the
new high streets and key cacly-
s fior luasry shoppers,” sakd a
retailer.

Fashion retail houss Bramd
Concepss, which houses brands
such as Tommmy Hilfiger and
Unired Colors of Benetron, has
e hiph-intent, prembum conn-
sumers a focus of s 2026 growth

“Theexpansion of aviation
Infrastructure in Indla presents
strong opporiinites for travel
recall, We are actively evaluating
ematging airport developeients
a5 part of our expansion strategy,
with afocus on high-visibiliny
lpcations that line wp with our
piremilum positioning. said
cofounder Abhinsy Eumar of
Brand Conoeprs, adding that the
ocompany kasopened fourtravel

retall spodes b the past six
months.

Aclear premiumisation mil
wiind i visibla scross the broader
retall sector. The couniry's retail
real ssrate market recorded
approximately B9 million square
fest of absorprion in 2025, accard-
Iing tio el esrate consultancy
CRRE. “Alrposts are rapidly evol-
vigyg into high-velocity gateways
for curated retail, driven by cap-
tive footfall and rising passenger
diwell times. Globally, hubs such
asSingapore Changl and Dubal
International demonsirate how
sustained Infrastructure lvest-
ments can transform sirports
high-yield consumpthon centres,
where retall dominates nomn-aeeo-
nauthcal revenues " said Anshu-
nuxn Magazine, chairman and
CEO (Inllia, Soumheast Asin, thi
Middle East, and Africalat CHRE.

InIndia, the emergence of sec-
ondary alrports s lkely 1o be cata-
Iytic for the sector.

"These assels not oy
expand the national retail foot-
print but also bepeafi from effi-
clent passenger fows and lower
congestion, which may tramskate
it higher per-passenger retall
spending.” he added. As
domestlc retalbers and direct-to-
consumer bramnds push lor omml-
channel expansion, travel retail
s expected bo become a mon-
negotizble parm of thedr go-to-
market strategles.

Leather goods maker Dia
Milan also sees strong potential
inthe development of secondary
alrpurts scross ey clties. “Azalr
raved continses to grow in Indis,
these locations present new
oppartunitied o reach evalving
CONSLIMIET Segmients, Wears
activelyevaluating such oppor-
munithes and plan to expand selec-
rively, ensuringthat each location
aligma with our brand posidoning
and customeer profile,” sxid
foundes Sahil Malii:
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Adani group bets bigon
airport cities with new
hotel, realty projects

Adani Enterprises Lid (AEL) said its step-
down unit has incorporated three wholly-
owned subsidiaries focused on hotel and real
estate development as part of its alrport city
expansion strategy. The new entities will
undertake real estateactivities including con-
struction, along with hotels featuring inte-
grated restauranis, banquets and business
centres, according toa regulatory filing by the
company. The newly incorporated entities
"shall be engasad inthebusiness of real estate
activities with own or leased property, con-
struction of bulldings carried out on own —
account basis or on a fee ar contract basis —
hotels with integrated restaurants, banquets
and business centres,” it said. PTI
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Mumbai Airport
Fines AIASL for
Aircraft Damage

New Delhi:
Mumbal airport
operator MIAL
has penalised
state-owned

ATASL after a
dolly that got de-

tached during
ground handling

operations struck
and damaged a
parked Gulf Air
alrcraitt at the air-
port earlier this
month. Terming it
a major incident

that has caused se-
rious reputational

loss to the airport,
Adani Group-
owned MIAL has
1mposed a %10 lakh
fine on Al Alrport
Services Ltd

(AIASL), accord-

Ing to a communi-
catlon accessed by

2 W P

The incident that
resulted 1 the
damage of the
Gulf Ailr alrcratt
happened on April
10 when AIASL
personnel  were
engaged in towing
loaded containers
mounted on doll-
ies along the head-
of-stand road 1n
the vicinity of air-
craft stands.

—PTI
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Intl Flights to
Resume From
Mashhad Airport

Tehran: lran will resume interna-
tional flights from Mashhad Air-
port an Monday, the country’s eivil
aviation authority said.

State television, citing the Civil
Avintion Organisation, snid per
midssion hiad been grantod 1o restart
intermational passenger services
from the northeastern airport. The

authority later said tra-

vellers can now  book
tickets for international
routes toand from Mash-

had Airport, according

to official news apency
IRNA. Irenian airports have remai-
ned closed sinee the outhreak of
war with Israel and the TS on Fe
bruary 28, Officials had e ier an-
nouneod a phased reopeping of the
couniry’s airspace, beginning with
ransit flights, followed by opera-
tions from eastern airports. Air
ports in Tehian — Imam Khomeini
and Mehrabad — are expected tore
open in the third phase, while wes-
tern airports will resume services
inthefinal phase. AFP
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Mavank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Shortly after coming across
a social media post about a
flight service between
Lucknow and Azamgarh in
Uttar Pradesh, Vaibhav Tri-
pathi decided to fly with
his mother, who had never
travelled by air, to their
home town. It was meant
to be a birthday gift — a ges-
ture of gratitude for the
years she spent doing odd
jobs, including working as
a farm labourer, to fund his
education at an Industrial
Training Institute.

“Now that 1 earn
25,000 a month, I
thought of flying her to our

home in Azamgarh on her
birthday as, according to
the social media post, fares
were between 1,500 and
12,000 per person,” said
the 32-year-old, who works
as a refrigeration and air
conditioner technician at a
private firm in Lucknow.

However, when Tripathi
started looking for tickets,
he was surprised to find
that there were no availa-
ble flights — not just for
that day or week, but the
entire season.

UDAN scheme

Azamgarh airport, deve-
loped under the Centre’s
Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) - UDAN (Ude
Desh Ka Aam Nagrik)
scheme, was opened to the
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public in early March 2024.

Later that month, a
company named FlyBig
(which ceased operations
in December 2025 follow-
ing the expiry of the air op-
erator’s certificate) started
Lucknow-Azamgarh
flights. However, it discon-
tinued the service eight
months later citing poor
visibility.

Operations at many oth-
er airports in the State, al-
so launched under the
UDAN scheme to boost re-
gional connectivity, have
been closed shortly after
commencement.

Currently, eight airports
— located in Chitrakoot,
Azamgarh, Moradabad,
Shravasti, Kushinagar, Ali-
garh, Meerut and Saharan-
pur — of the 17 technically
operational in Uttar Pra-
desh, are closed to traffic.

Aside from those in
Meerut and Kushinagar,
the remaining were started
under the UDAN scheme to
link key cities with Luck-
now’s Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Air-
port, which offers connec-
tivity to all major cities of
the country and overseas.

Shobhit Mehrotra, a bu-
sinessman from Morada-
bad involved in brass ma-
nufacturing, frequently
travels to Lucknow.

“Air travel is an easy op-
tion as it cuts down the tra-
vel time and road com-
mute-related

Waiting for another take-oft

Over the past few years, several airports have been inaugurated across second- and third-tier

cities in U.P. However, operations at a number of these stopped within weeks of launch, prompting

questions over planning, viability and the gap between infra expansion and sustained services
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expenditures, such as hir-
ing a driver. However,
flight operations here
ceased within months of
launch. It is painful,” he
said.

Services at the Morada-
bad airport were disconti-
nued in November 2024
due to poor visibility and
daytime runway closures
at the Lucknow airport.

Commercial viability

In Saharanpur, the airport
was developed at a cost of
{46.86 crore. In October
2024, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi inaugurated

__..- _,.'%‘..-.: P

the airport. However, flight
operations are yet to begin.
“Basic  infrastructure
needs to be strengthened.
We have to assess the
area’s commercial viability
and provide incentives to
smaller airlines to start op-
erations, otherwise the
money will be wasted,”
said Saharanpur MP Imran
Masood of the Congress.
At the airport in Meerut,
a runway, taxiway, guest
house, and a maintenance,
repair and overhaul facility
are available, Murlidhar
Mohol, the Union Minister
of State for Civil Aviation,

On a wing and a prayer: View outside Azamgarh and Moradabad airports. U.P. has reported a rise in intra-State air traffic. MAYANK KUMAR

told Parliament in Febru-
ary this year.

Lok Sabha statement
However, he added, the Ut-
tar Pradesh government
“has indicated its prefe-
rence to restrict the airport
operations, at present, to
Flying Training Organisa-
tion activities”.

The service was discon-
tinued in December 2024
due to operational chal-
lenges such as poor visibil-
ity and daytime closure of
the Lucknow airport for
runway resurfacing works,
the Minister told the Lok

Sabha on December 4,
2025.

The issue of underutil-
ised airports has sparked a
public debate, with Oppo-
sition parties calling for a
factual assessment, given
the involvement of public
money and long-term re-
gional development.

“The issue of underutil-
ised airports in Uttar Pra-
desh deserves a measured,
fact-based and non-politi-
cal assessment, because
public money and long-
term regional develop-
ment are involved,” said
Nasser Salim, the Samajwa-

di Party (SP) spokesper-
son. Salim said the State
does not suffer from a lack
of airports. “It suffers from
a lack of realistic planning,
route-viability  analysis,
and airline engagement at
smaller locations.”

Opposition leaders have
also raised questions about
the “abrupt” start and clo-
sure of FlyBig. “It’s a fraud
on the people of Uttar Pra-
desh. FlyBig had a fleet of a
few aircraft at its peak in
2024. It operated from
Azamgarh airport for a few
days in 2024, as it did at
other smaller airports, just
for a few days,” said Anil
Yadav, an Azamgarh native
and U.P. Congress leader.

He added, “FlyBig came
into existence just to give
the impression that these
airports are operational. It
is a case of planned mal-
practice and corruption
for misleading optics,” said
Yadav.

The Hindu tried to reach
out to FlyBig, but its web-
site and other communica-
tion channels were not
functional.

Operational, yet shut

The Kushinagar Interna-
tional Airport, built at a
cost of over 3300 crore and
inaugurated in October
2021, was considered a mil-
estone given the town’s
Buddhist heritage. Opera-
tions at its airport were sus-
pended on November 5,

2023, even as all facilities
remained operational.

The airport saw a flurry
of activity during cam-
paigning for the 2025 Bihar
election. “Fifty-two flight
operations were recorded
in 10 days. Chief Ministers
of multiple States flew in
and out of the airport,”
said Pranesh Kumar Roy,
director of Kushinagar In-
ternational Airport.

He added that there is
no hindrance to flight op-
erations as far as ground fa-
cilities are concerned.

‘Robust growth’
Refuting the criticism over
its alleged lack of focus on
boosting air connectivity,
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has reported a rise in
passenger traffic, with 60
lakh passengers reported
to have travelled within the
State between April and
August 2025.

“Compared to traffic ov-
er the same period in
2024, passenger volume
rose by 14.6%. Moreover,
domestic traffic grew 15.7%
(50.47 lakh). International
traffic rose 4.3% (5.32
lakh). Airport-wise, Go-
rakhpur (63%) and Agra
(63.2%) recorded the high-
est growth,” said an
official.

For the April-August
2025 period, the State’s
share in the country’s total
air trafic was roughly
3.52%, the official added.
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2 US. citizens detained

at Srinagar airport
over GPS device

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir
police on Sunday detained
two U.S. nationals at the
Srinagar airport following
the recovery of a Global
Positioning System (GPS)
device and a
communicator.

A senior police officer
told The Hindu that the
matter was being investi-
gated. Officials said the pol-
ice during searches spot-
ted the Garmin GPS
device, which can be oper-
ated through satellite, in a

travel handbag. Thereaf-
ter, two U.S. citizens were
deboarded and the device
was seized. The two were
identified as Jeffrey Scott
Prather from Montana and
Haldar Koushik, an Indian-
origin person settled in the
U.S.

They were questioned
and Mr. Koushik was re-
leased, “as nothing was
found from his posses-
sion”. Officials said the two
were planning to visit La-
dakh but cancelled the trip
after the Srinagar-Leh
highway was closed due to
bad weather.
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Adani arm sets up three hotel, realty
units for airport city expansion plan

Adani Airport City Ltd has set up Adani Navi Mumbai Airport City Lid,
Adani Guwahati Airport City Ltd & Adani Ahmedabad Airport City Ltd

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Adani Enter-
prises Lid (AEL) said its step-
down unit has incorporated
three wholly-owned subsid-
taries focused on hotel and real
estate development as part of its
airport city expansion strategy
Adani Airport City Lid, a
step-down wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of the company, has set
up Adani Navi Mumbai Aar-
port City Led, Adani Guwahati
Adrport City Ltd and Adani
Ahmedabad Airport City Lid.
The new entities will under-
take real estate activities includ-
ing construction, along with
hotels featuring integrated res-
taurants, banguets and business
centres, according to a regula-
tory filing by the company.
r}"ﬂ'lr Eeivly in EUL‘F;J]:HI.::J
entities “shall be engaged in the

business of real estate activities

AJ:IM| Airpon Hnldmgs
Lrd wes incorporated in
2019 as a 100 per cent

subsidiary of AEL
» Today it is the largest
airport infrastructure
company, with its eight
Each subsidiary has airports accounting
5 5 ted for 25% of pasenger
S ety footfalls and 33% of
with a pmd-up India's air cargo raffic
capital of Rs 10 » It manages airports
lakh, with shares at Ahmedabad,
subscribed in cash Lucknow, Mangalury,
f | laipur, Guwahati, and
at face value Thlbchensih o

with own or ]HMJNPHI}
construction of buildings car-
ried out on own - account basis
or on a fee or contract basis -

centres,” it said.

hotels with integrated restan-
rants, banguets and business

It however did not elaborate

if the plan included construe-
tion of hotels within the vicinity
of airports it operates.

Each subsidiary has been
incorporated with a paid-up
capital of Rs 10 lakh, with shares
subscribed in cash at face value,
and is fully owned by Adani Air-
port City Ltd.

Adani Airport Holdings
Limited was incorporated in
2019 as a 100 per cent subsid-
tary of AEL and today it is the
largest airport infrastructure
company, with its eight air-
ports accounting for 25 per
cent of passenger footfalls and
33 per cent of Indias air cargo
traffic. It manages airports at
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Man-
galuru, Jaipur, Guwahati, and
Thiruvananthapuram.

It alses holds 73 per cent in
Mumbai International Airport
Lid, which, in turn, holds 74 per
cent in Navi Mumbai Interna-

Honal Adrport Lid.

Adani Airport City Lid is
a unit of Adani Airport Hold-
ings Lid. The conglomerate has
previously outlined a $15 billion
expansion plan of its Indian air-
port portiolio by 2030, aiming
to boost capacity to 200 million
annual passengers.

The plan, which supports
the upcoming IPO of its airport
unit, focuses on rxl].uml.un of
existing, high-traffic airports,
including Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Thiruvananthapuram, Luc-
know, and Guwiahati. It recently
opened the Navi Mumbai air-
port with capacity 1o initially
handle 20 million passengers.

The groups overall airport
capacily s being targeted to be
raised by over 60 per cent, posi-
tioning to manage rising air
travel demand, which is pro-
jected Lo surpass 300 million
passengers in India by 2030.
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Mumbai International Airport slaps
fine on AIASL for aircraft damage

NEW DELHI: Mumbai atrport
aperator MIAL has imposed
a Bs 10 lakh penalty on state-
owned Al Airport Services
Ltd {AIASL) alter a ground
handling incident in which a
detached dolly struck and dam-
aged a parked Gulf Air aircraft
eardier this month.

Diescribing the episode asa
major incident with significant
reputational impact, MIAL said
the accident oceurred on April
10 during towing operations
near aircraft stands. ATASL
personnel were moving loaded
containers mounted on dol-
lies along the head-of-stand
road when one of the rear dol-
lies became detached, moved
uncontrollably, and collided
with the parked aircraft.

The impact caused damage
to the aircraft’s airframe, par-
ticularly in the forward section,
leading o it being declared
“Adreraft on Ground” [AOG).
The aircraft belongs to Bah-
rain-based Gulf Air, though
specific details about the plane
were not immediately available.

I a letter dated April 15,
MIAL said the incident has not
only hurt the atrport’s reputa-
tion but also led to finandal

MIAL said the
accident occurred
on April 10 during
towing operations
near aircraft stands

and operational setbacks. The
grounding of the aircraft has
disrupted aeronautical and
related revenues linked to air-
craft operations, while also
creating inefficiencies and con-
straints on airport capacity.
Along with the Rs 10 lakh
fine, MIAL has reserved the
right to seek additional com-
pensation from AIASL for
losses and damages incurred
due to the incident.  AGEROE
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Adani to focus on realty biz near airports

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL & Mew Dethi

ADANI Enterprises (AEL) has
announced the incorporation
of three new wholly owned sub-
sidiaries focused on real estate
and hospitality developments
near its airport projects. The
move, disclosed in a regulatory
filing on April 18, 2026, signals
a strategic push by the con-
glomerate to monetise and de-
velop land parcels surrounding
its aviation hubs.

AEL has informed the BSE
and NSE that its step-down
wholly-owned subsidiary, Ada-
ni Adrport City Limited, has
incorporated three new wholly-
owned subsidiaries. These new
entities—Adani Navi Mumbai
Airport City Limited (ANDMA-
CL), Adani Guwahati Airport
City Limited (AGACL), and
Adani Ahmedabad Airport
City Limited (AAACL)—were
all incorporated in India on

vty Wi A

-
-
-
-
o
-

Etrutnglc push to develop lands around aviation hubs

The move, disclosed in a regulatory filing on April 18, 2026, signals a
strategic push by the conglomerate to monetise and develop land
parcels surrounding its aviation hubs. The primary business objective
for these subsidiaries falls under real estate activities.

April 6, 2026.

The primary business objec-
tive for these subsidiaries falls
under real estate activities.
Specifically, ANMACL, AGA.
CL, and AAACL are set to en-
gage in the development, leas-
ing, and construction of

buildings, as well as the man-
agement of integrated hotels,
restaurants, banguets, and
business centres.

Esch of the three companies
has been established with a
paid-up share capital of
T10.00,000, consisting of 100,000

equity shares at a face value of
710 per share. Adani Airport
City Limited holds 100% of the
shareholding in each entity,
maintaining them as wholly
owned subsidiaries within the
broader Adani Enterprises cor-
porate structure. The incorpo-
ration was completed via cash
consideration and did not re-
guire any specific governmen-
tal or regulatory approvals.
The Adani Group through its
subzsidiary Adani Airport Hold-
ings Ltd (AAHL) operates and
manages six airports —
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Man-
galuru, Jaipur, Guwahati, and
Thiruvananthapuram. It
zigned concession agreements
with the Airports Authority of
India for all six airports.
AAHL also holds a T3% stake
in Mumbai International Adr-
port Ltd, which in turn holds a
74% stake in Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport Ltd.
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Satellite device
sparks arrest of
US national at
Srinagar airport

MOHIT KANDHARI
B Jammu

A s2-year-old US National,
hailing from Montana, along
with his associate, was
detained at the Srinagar
International airport on
Sunday after Central Industrial
Security Force {CISF) personnel
detected a prohibited satellite
communication device during
routine screening of their

baggage.

Srinagar International Airport
WIKIMEDLA COMMONS

According to official sources,
US National, identified as
|effrey Scott Prather, and his
associate, Haldar Koushik,
were travelling from Srinagar
to New Delhi by Air India
flight when they were inter-
cepted by the CISF personnel
atthe airport and detained for
further questioning after the
recovery of the satellite com-
munication device from their
handbag. The US national was
found carrying a Garmin satel-
lite tracker, a device that is
restricted under local laws.

Use of such equipment
requires prior authorisation
from authorities, and unautho-
rised possession is consid-
ered a violation of the law.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Satellite device sparks
arrest of US national...

According to unconfirmed reports, after prelim-
inary investigations in the matter, a case FIR No.
06/2026 dated 19-04-2026 under Section £2{3)(F)
was lodged at Police Post, Humhama in Srinagar.

According to Section 42(3)(F) of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023 (India), a person
who willfully possesses radio equipment knowing
that it uses unauthorised or tampered telecom-
municarion identifiers is subject to penalties.

Till the time offiling the report, the police author-
ities were interrogating the US national and had
not commented on record.

20 APRIL 2026
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CBlarrests
DGCA Deputy
Director General
in bribery case

s
Owr Burean
[

The Central Burean of In-
vestigation (CBI} on Sumdsy
said it arrested a Deputy Dis-
ector General at the Alrwor-
thiness Directorate of the
Directorate General of Clvil
Aviarion (DGCAY, along with
a representative of 3 private
company, in a €25 lakh
bribery case.

According w the agency,
the case was registered on
April 1B against the DGCA
official and the Eu'wa.ne Imai-
vidual bagsed in Mew Delhi

The allegations pertain to
the public servant demand-
ing undue advantage from
private parties in liew of
granting 4 vals and per
missions  for  applicarions
pending with the regulator.
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Air India plans to complete
B787-8 retrofitby Q1 2028

DEEPAK PFATEL
My Dedhi, 73 Apri

Alr India plans iooomplete the retrofic
of iis entire Boedng 787-8 flest by the
first quamer of 2028, ts chiefcustomer
experience officer. Rajesh Dogra, sasd
on Sunday, outining a dmeline

toavethal the alrline’s agelng =

widebody cabins.
There &re 26 | egacy BTE7-
E planes in Alr India's flest,
henold Busimess Stamdind ag
an evenr at Delhi alepos
where the alrlineshowcased irs
firss retroditied B7E7-8 alrcralt. The
alrplane has been upgraded from 3
twio-class. layoul to & three-class con-
fguration, with new business, pre-
mileim evonomy, and econoy cabing,
The alrline has embarked on a
f400 million programmes m modermn-
(52 es heracy fleet. Dogra sabd “sroand
seven to elghr ByBr-8 alrcraft ase

excpected tobe recrofinted by the end of
this year, and the entire Bys7r-8 fleet
should be completed by the firss
quarter of 2008
Retrafitting refers toa compeelen-
sive overhanl of anaireraft’s interiors,
inclnding new seats, upgraded in-
flight entertalnment systems,
B, andcabinredesign, smeadat
i bringing odder alrcraft in
line with newer product
standards. Due to global
supply chaln Bsues. Ale
Inddlia's retrofit programme
hias been facing delxys.
Dicszra also outlined plans for
thealdinesBoaing 777 fkeet, saving “in
the second half of nextyear, we planto
start the retrofic programme for the
E777 planes, Including both B777-200
and By7r-3n0oEE variams ” He sald the
alriine has 1 such alrcmit and “thedr
retrafitment ks expected to be com-
et by 2009."
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CBI arrests senior DGCA official,
corporate group VP in bribery case

PRESS TRUST OF BHDIA
hoeay Db, T Aprd

The Central Burean Of Invesgigation
[CHI has arrested Bharat Mathur, the
senlor vice president (VP of a major
corparate group and a depury direc-
tor general of clvil aviation, ina T2.5
lakh beibery case to facilitate the
myport af dromes for anotler privats
compary, officials sald on Sunday.
In an operation on Sanerday, the
CHI amested Mathor, who 8 sleo
associated with an Aemspace company
Lonepived in drone Inaports, and Muda-
vath Devisa, depury director peneral at
the Alrweethiness Directoate, Direc-
torate  General of Civil Awviation
IDGCA), Headauarters, New Delhl.
The accused DGCA publicservant
allegedly demanded undue sdvan-

e from private persons in lew of
Bsulng approvalsand permiissions for
applications pending with DGCA for
& private aerOSpace Comgsy, 3 CBI
spokesperson said in a staement.

“The CHI arrested Depaty Director
General at the Alrworthiness Direc-
torate, Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Hesddgquartars, New
Dialhi, along with arepresenative ol a
private company in a bribery case of
25 Lakch resulting in thesein e of the
envtire pmount,” itaaid.

The CBI conducred searches on
the premises of the accused public
servant amnd other private persons
scrosa four lncations in Delhd, result-
ing in the sefmure of cash worth
237 lakh along with gold and silver
cuins and multiple digital devices, the
statement added.
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Air India to Step
Up Focuson
Premium Flyers
to Boost Revenue

Arindam Majumder

Muw Dlhi: Alr India 16 starting to de-
e gt
D ng i e plages ;
port lounges as the Tala Groaip-ow e
silkrline skar s Feous o premin pas.
senpertrfTic to shevs upreveniieand re-
tirn to proditability

e eapht
1Bl tew
i chisd cusicamer oflicer Rajesh
Dixgrn s, The carrier B dpending s
irnd SHE million (ERGE crore for upgra-
ing its inflight prodisct in aircradt like
the Boeing THTs and alss the earlier 7773,
where pussengers hinve complained abo
it warn-out seate and poor food quality
Om Sunday; i showensed the Arst of the
retrofitted Boeing 707 which will soon Oy
nn rotes tn Burope. The business clas
niww has sabtes offering a
shiding privacy door and a
long lisz of other upgra
des, such as oo enchosed
starage cuhhy, sk weat
cowtrnlsandan ndjustabin
armrest with huil-in wa
terboitle sicrage.

mﬁ. The plane was delvered
Bosing T83-8s 10 AT Indin in 2015, when
withiully nase |t Wis unider state camers
interiors Chigt hip

Cusomer “The cabin guality has
officer Despyon e of the Hsjor paln
polnta in oe frapsfarmn

tion pourpey nnd one whicl we alwars
wanvind to adedress. We are rapddly moider:
nlsing the backbone of our Inne-haal e
el apdl ralsing 1h bar e castnmers [y
vl the wordd™ Dogra

arvgind six
il oA

'l
ke Tusdly planes this yea
kv lousges ot its magor destisagions Llike
i il M York, In February
Thirstof susct bovingmes bn Dellu
ry itk
s, Dogra bedieves, will al
1 B0 biract premim custe
e, resuling in betier toket prices
Frontend cabins Like nisss and first
class are the top revenue generaturs foo
an aidine. often helping subsidise the
L ibdn in atEace man: passeng

already ng the bepefit ol
vperating planes with cew imteriors oo
roatesiile Dubad, New York, Landon,
id Diogra, “As more and mare new alrenadt
joan, atwillanky imprese”

The net promoter score—a key metric
o g LRe pas Eenger setisfartion—has ox
poninzially increased afler t
et of the rew jots and upErs
bans, Dogra said
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Air India bets on agentic Al
for next digital growth phase

AKBAR MERCHANT
& URYI| HALYAHLA
Humba, April 19

AIR IHDIA IS stopplng ap
ievestmenis lnageotc Al asi
maves into thenext phase of
msdigital transformation, with
senlar feecutives Indicating
Wit sifosiiation at scale is
beginning to delwer opera:
tinnal and oost benefits

In anintetacton with FE,
Chirell Diggtal and Techpology
(Mficer at Air India, Satya
amaswa rmy said the ald ineds
deploying over 30 artifical
intelligence-led  initiatives
ACIOSS CUSIOMeT service, Oper
ations and engineering, as it
sechks 1o decpen  digital
engagemen tand reduor man:
wal intervention

Wi want o be the workl®s
st fechnologcally adwanoed
airfine,” Ramaswanty said.

DIGITAL TAKEOFF

® Cvaer 30 Al initiatives are
[PW'a ACTORE CUSTOEMIOT
qEmvICeE

B virtual assigtant has
handled avar

20 million quee:

“Agenticalisavery tmnsforma-
tiwe shift 2 it allows machines
to mitegrade with husmnains,
understand ontext and act
antonomansly in ways that
were ot possible srliec®
Thigadrlines garly Al ceploy
ments are abready showing

measurahle outromes. s g
et Al prwemdvimoalassis
cant has hanclled more ihan 20
millionoustomergueries so far,
with 97% rosnlved withoot
lsuman interventon Nearly
haifofall customeT intrmctions
are now managed digitally.

“about 0% of custamer
codilact s now handled aisto
maticalbywhich gives usa sub-
stantial oost adwantage amed
Laster tumarcund f[of cus
Loemere” heaaid

Adr India's direct digital
channels are alsn seeing
lncreased tracthion. The air
line's mobile app has crosssd
2.7 million downloads and is
addimgaroond 10000 installs
i day, wihikle its website soes
close to 300,000 daidy iners.

The alrline s targeting a

Iigher share of il rect bookdngs
averthme, with a poslof readh
imye 50%0 contrilnstion
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{ PUNE AIRPORT CHAOS |}

IAF orders probe
after aircraft mishap

HT Correspondent

pung| ettersihind ustantimes. cam

Flight operations back to normal

PUNE: The Indian Air Force
(IAF) on Saturday ordered a
court of inguiry into an incident
Involving a frontline fighter jet
that made a hard landing at
Pune Alrport. damaging the run-
way and disrupting Right opera-
tions on Friday night.

Defence sources said the air-
craft involved was a Sukhoi-
30MKIL which also sustained
damage during the impact. An
IAF officer confirmed the probe.
“A court of inquiry has been
established to investigate the
Incident,” the official sald, on
candition of anonymicy.

Investigators are expected to
analyse key flight parameters
such as the aircraft's vertical
speed at touchdown and the alt-
tude at which the pilot first
acquired visual contact with the
runway.

Providing an update, Defence
PRO (Southern Command)
Ankush Chavan sald normaley
has been restored at the alrport.
“Following the landing incident
Involving an IAF aircraft last
night, operations have returned
to full normaley. The LAF team at
Air Force Station Pune worked
through the night in a coordi-
nated manner to clear the run-
way and ensure safe resumption
of flight aperations,” he said.

He added that the team used
specialised expertise and indige-
nous mechanical resources to
restore operations in a short
time despite challenging condi-
tions. Flight operations resumed
on Saturday morning after the
runway was declared fit for use.

Pune Airport director Santosh
Dhoke said the aircraft devel-
oped a technical issue related to
its undercarriage during landing
around 10.25 pm on Friday,
resulting in the runway being
blocked. “As per SATCO, TAF, the
alreraft became immobilised.
Due to the alreraft's position and
damage, a NOTAM was issued
for temporary runway closure
till 530am, which was larer
extended to & am to facilitate
removal and restoration,” he
said. Atleast 12 incoming flights
diverted and 73 flights cancelled
after the mishap.

Dheeraj Bengrut
dhesraj bengrubi hifve com

PUNE: Flight operations at
Pune airport began from
730am on Saturday after a
late-night runway blockage
caused by an Indian Alr
Force (1AF) aircraft incident
disrupted services for several
hours. Departures resumed
from 7.30am, followed by
arrivals from Sam, with
authorities saying emer-
gency repair work was com-
pleted on priority.

The disruption began
around 10.25pm on Friday,
when a fighter aircraft suf-
fered an undercarriage fail-
ure while landing, leaving
the runway unusable.
According to LAF air traffic
control. it took nearly four to
five hours to clear the
stranded aireraft and restore
the runway for operations.
The temporary closure trig-
gered widespread disruption,
with multiple flights can-
celled, delayed, or diverted to
nearby airports overnight.

Pune airport director San-
tosh Dhoke said coordinated
efforts helped restore opera-
tions within hours. “Tmmedi-
ate action was taken in coor-
dination with the Indian Air
Force and all concerned
agencies to remove the air-
craft. The work was executed
on priority, ensuring thatall
safety protocols were strictly
adhered to,” he said.

“We have resumed depar-
tures from 7.30am and arriv-
als from Sam on Saturday,
and operations are now grad-
ually normalising. While the
disruption did lead to cancel-
lations and diversions, every
effort was made to minimise
Incomvenience fo passengers,
and we expect flight sched-
ubes to stabilise fully over the
course of the day,” he added.

Officlals said some resid-
ual delays may continue as
airlines work to clear the
backlog, but normalcy is
expected to be restored by

departures were cancelled
across airlines. HTFILE

the end of the day.

Flights cancelled

In all, ar least 43 arrivals and
48 de es were cancelled
across airlines. IndiGo
reported the highest impact,
cancelling 31 arrivals and 34
departures. Air India can-
celled three arrivals and
three deparmres, while Spi-
ceJet cancelled two arrivals
and three departures. Akasa
Adr reporied two arrivals and
three departures cancelled,
and Alr India Express can-
celled five arrivals and five
departures.

Apart from cancellations,
several incoming fights were
diverted to nearby airports
such as Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Alr-
port, Goa International Air-
port and Surat Airport, while
others experienced delays
die to the cascading impact
of the runway closure.

Snag led to crash

In a starement. the Indian Air
Force sald the aircraft devel-
oped a snag during landing
and that all crew members
were safe, adding that stan-
dard operating procedures
were followed to secure the
alreraft and clear the run-
way. Minister of State for
Civil Aviation and Pune MP
Murlidhar Mohol on Friday
said the runway was tempo-
rarily unavailable due to the
Incident, adding that repair
work was carried out “on a
war footing”™ with safety as
the top priority. He noted
that operations have now
been restored.
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DGCA official among
two held for graftin
nod for drone imports

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested a deputy director gen-
eral of the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and a sen-
ior executive of a private com-
pany in a ¥2.5 lakh bribery case
involving approvals for drone
imports, the agency said on Sun-
day.

The CBI FIR identifies the pri-
vate executive as Bharat Mathur,
a senior vice-president at Reli-
ance Industries Ltd and associ-
ated with Asteria Aerospace Lid.
According to the FIR seen by HT,
Mathur allegedly contacted
DGCA official M Devula in
March regarding pending appli-
cations for drone imports.

In a statement, a Reliance
spokesperson said Mathur was
engaged as a consultant and that
the company was “not aware of
any transaction involving him of
the nature being referred to, nor
have we approved any such
unauthorised transaction.”

The CBI said the two were
caught while the bribe was being
exchanged on Sunday. Subse-
quent searches at Devula’s resi-
dence and other premises led to
the recovery of Rs 37 lakh in
cash, besides gold, silver and
multiple digital devices.

According to the FIR, it was
“settled” that ¥5 lakh per file
would be paid as bribe to process

approvals. The agency alleged
that Devula demanded undue
advantage in return for clearing
applications pending with the
regulator and had acted in con-
nivance with private entities.

The FIR further adds that
Mathur met Devula on April 17
at the DGCA office, where he
was assured that the approvals
would be completed on the same
day. Devula allegedly asked him
to deliver the money at Essex
Farms near IIT Delhi flyover on
April 18.

Both Devula and Mathur,
along with Asteria Aerospace
Ltd and other unknown persens,
have been booked under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act and
relevant provisions of the Bhar-
atiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Asteria Aerospace counts
Reliance Strategic Business Ven-
tures Ltd, a subsidiary of Reli-
ance Industries, as a majority
shareholder.

Queries sent to Asteria Aero-
space did not elicit a response tll
the time of going to press.

The arrests come at a time
when the DGCA is under height-
ened scrutiny following a series
of crises in the civil aviation sec-
tor, including the Air India crash
in Ahmedabad in June, wide-
spread Indigo flight disruptions
in December, a private jet crash
involving Maharashitra deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar, and
rising operational pressures
linked to the West Asia crisis.
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CBI arrests
senior DGCA
official on
oraft charge

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has arrest-
ed a Deputy Director-Gen-
eral at the Airworthiness
Directorate of the Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), along with
another person, in an al-
leged bribery case.

The accused persons
have been identified as Mu-
davath Devula, a Deputy
Director-General (Airwor-
thiness Directorate) at the
DGCA headquarters in Del-
hi; and Bharat Mathur, se-
nior vice-president of a
private company. The al-
leged bribe amount in-
volved in the case is 32.5
lakh.

The CBI registered the
FIR on April 18 based on
the allegation that the offi-
cial demanded undue ad-
vantage from private per-
sons in lieu of issuing
approvals and permissions
of applications pending
with the DGCA. The agen-
cy has searched four loca-
tions in Delhi, resulting in
the seizure of 37 lakh in
cash, gold and silver coins,
and multiple digital devic-
es. As per the DGCA, the
official has been entrusted
with the responsibilities of
continuing airworthiness
functions.
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CBlarrests DGCA
officialindrone

import bribery case

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, April 19

THE CBI arrested a deputy di-
rector general of DGCA and the
senior vice-president of amajor
corporate groupinaRs2.51akh
bribery case linked to import of
drones for another private com-
pany, officials said on Sunday.

Inanoperation onSaturday,
the CBIarrested M Devula, Dep-
uty Director General at the Air-
worthiness Directorate, Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and Bharat Mathur,
whoisalsoassociated with Aste-
ria Aerospace Lid, an aerospace
company invelved in drone
technology. The CBI has booked
Mathur, Devula and Asteria
Aerospace Ltd under provisions
of the PCA and BNS, 2023. The
major corporate group where
Mathur worked is not listed as
accused in the FIR. No reaction
was available from Asteria Aero-
space or the corporate group.

The accused DGCA official
allegedly demanded undue ad-
vantage from private persons in
lieuofissuing approvals and per-
missions for applications pend-
ingwith DGCA fora private aero-
space firm, a CBI spokesperson
said. The CBI raided the prem-
ises of the accused official and
other private persons across four
locations in Delhi, resulting in
seizure of Rs 37 lakh cash along
with gold and silver coins.
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Air India likely to
complete retrofit

of 7more Boeing
187-8 planes

New Delhi: Air India expectsto
complete retrofitting of seven
mote legacy Boeing 787-8 planes
this year as it upgrades the fleet
of these aircraft thatiskeytothe
airline’s long-haul operations.
The loss-making carrier,
whichisinthe middle of anam-
bitious transformation plan,
has received the firstof its retro-
fitted legacy Boeing 787-8 plane,
which has 250 seats in three
class configuration of business,
premium economy and econ-
omy. The plane landed in the
national capital on April 13.
Air India’s Chief Customer
Experience Officer Rajesh
Dogra on Sunday said the air-
line expects to complete retro-
firting of a total of eight legacy
Boeing 787-8s this year. PTI
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CBl arrests DGCA
official in bribe case

T het Central Burean of Investigatlon {CBI

eas arrested a deputy director general of

clvil aviation and the senjor vice
president ol @ major corporate group na
12500000 bribery case to fecilitate the linport
of drones for another private company.
officials sald Sunday.

1o an operution on Saturday, the CBI
arrested M. Devula, depuoty director general at
the Alrworthiness Directorate, Ddrectorate
Feneral of Civil Aviation (IGCA) and Bharat
Mathur, who i also sssociated with an
aerospace company lnvolved in drone
techmology —Asterla Avrospace Lid.

The CBI has booked Mathuor, Devala and
Asterla Aerospace Lid under the provisions of
thie Prevention of Cormuption Act and the
Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023

No Immediate reaction was available from
Asterla Aerospace or the corporate group. Pm



I

AlR

ORISAUTH

ORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHI

20 AERTL: 2826

DGCA official held
in bribery case: CBI

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
has arrested a Deputy Director
General from the Atrworthi-
ness Directorate at the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) headguarters in New
Delhi, along with a represen-
tative of a private firm. in an
alleged bribery case.
According to officials, the
case relates W a demand of Rs
25 lakh to expedite regula-
tory clearances pending with
the civil aviation authority.
The alleged bribe was sought
through unofficial chan-
nels, prompling a complaint
and subsequent action by the
agencyActing on the inputs,
the CBI laid a trap and caught
the accused red-handed while
accepting the bribe. The entire
amount of Rs 2.5 lakh was

recovered from the spol.

Following the arrests, the
agency conducted searches at
four locations in Delhi linked
to the accused offictals and pri-
vale enftities,

During the raids, investiga-
tors seized around Rs 37 lakh in
cash, along with gold and sil-
ver coins and several electronic
devices believed to contain cru-
cial evidence.

Both accused are being
questioned as part of the ongo-
ing investigation. Officials said
the seized materials are being
examined to establish the
extent of the alleged corrup-
tion network and identify any
additional links.

The CBI is also probing
whether more officials or pri-
vate entities were involved in
the case. Further details are
expected 1o emerge as the
investigalion progresses.
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Air India expecting to complete retrofit of
7 more legacy Boeing 787-8 aircraft this year

NEW DELHI: Air India
expects o complete retrofit-
ting of seven more legacy Boe-
ing 787-8 planes this year as it
upgrades the flect of these air-
crall that is key to the airline’
long-haul operations.

The loss-making carrier,
which is in the midst of an
ambitiouws transformation plan,
has received the first of its ret-
rofitted legacy Boeing 787-8
plane, which has 250 seats in

three class cunﬁgmliun of

business, premium economy
and economy. The plane landed
in the national eapital on April
13.

Air Indias Chiel Customer
Experience Officer Rajesh
Dogra on Sunday said the ate-

line expects to complete retro-
fitting of a total of eight legacy
Boeing 787-8s this year.

This inclides the plane that
landed on April 13,

On Sunday, the airline
unveiled the retrofitted, twin-
aisle BT787-8 (VT-ANT) that
underwent a nose-to-tail cabin
refresh.

According to Dogra, 85 per
cent of the legacy Boeing 787-8

planes retrofit is expected to be
completed by the end of 2027
and retrofitting of all such air-
craft is likely vo be over by the
first quarter of 2028.

The Tata Group-owned
airline has 33 Boeing 787s or
Dreamliners in its fleet of over
190 planes.

Apart from the 26 legacy
Boeing 787-8s, there are 7 Boe-
ing 787-9s, including 6 from
Vistara and the first tailor-made
plane that was inducted in Janu-
ary this year.

The retrofit of legacy Boe-
ing 777 planes is expected to
start in the second hall of 2027,
Diogra said.

In a release issued on Sun-
day, Air India CEO and MD

Campbell Wilson said the ret-
rofit of its first widebody air-
craft is a visible symbol of the
momentum behind the airline’s
transformation.

“With 25 other 7875 under-
going this comprehensive
refresh, we are rapidly mod-
ernising the backbone of our
long-haul feet and raising
the bar for customers flyi
between India and the world,
he said.

The aircraft VT-ANT
recetved comprehensive inte-
rior upgrades at Boeing's Mod-
ification Center in Victorville,
California and the painting
was done at AeroPro, an air-
craft paint facility in San Ber-
narding, California. FTI
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CBI arrests senior DGCA
official, pvt firm executive
in %2.5 lakh graft case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) has arrested a sen-
ior Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) officer along
with another person in a graft
case, the agency said.

The accused have been identi-
fied as Mudavath Devula, Depu-
ty Director General in the Air
worthiness Directorate of
DGCA at its headguarters in
Delhi, and Bharat Mathur,
Senior Vice President ata
private organisation.
Devula, along with
Mathur, was nabbed in
a bribery case involv-
ing 72 .5 lakh, leading to
the seizure of the entire
amount, the agency said.

The federal probing agency
had registered the case on Sat-
urday against Devula and Math-
ur on allegations that the ac-
cused public servant of DGCA
demanded undue advantage

from private persons in lieu of
issuing approvals and per-

missions for applications
pending with DGCA for
a private aerospace
company, a CBI spokes-
person said.
Consequently, search-
es were conducted by CBI
at the premizes of the ac-
cused public servant and other
private persons at four loca-
tions in Delhi, resulting in the
seizure of cash worth 37 lakh,
gold and silver coins, and mul-
tiple digital devices.
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Air India unveils flrst retrofltted Boeing 787 Dreamliner

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

In a significant milestone for
India’'s aviation sector, Air
India, now owned by the
Tata Group, on Sunday
unveiled its first retrofitted
Boeing 787 Dreamliner, sig-
nalling the beginning of a
major transformation
aimed at

delivering a world-class

passenger experience.
The unveiling is part of
the airline's ambitious $400
million fleet modernisation
programme, under which
older aircraft are being com-
pletely upgraded with state-
of-the-art interiors. Over
the next year, Air India plans
to retrofit its remaining 25
Boeing 787 aircraft with
similar enhancements.
The revamped aircraft

introduces a modern three-
class configuration, replac-
ing the earlier two-class
layout. Passengers will now

have the option of Business
Class, Premium Economy,
and Economy Class. The
addition of Premium

Economy is expected to
bridge the gap between
luxury and affordability,
offering enhanced comfort
at competitive pricing.

All cabins feature next-
generation seating and
advanced in-flight enter-
tainment (IFE) systems,
designed to provide a supe-
rior travel experience. The
upgraded design aligns with
the standards introduced

in the Boeing 787-9
launched in January 2026.

According to Air India,
the retrofit process involved
a complete overhaul of the
aircraft’s interiors, giving it
a fresh, contemporary look.
Since returning to Tata
Group ownership, the
airline has consistently
focused on modernising its
fleet and improving service
quality.
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CBI arrests DGCA, Reliance officials

in drone import bribery case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The CBI has arrested DGCA
official Mudavath Devula and
Reliance Industries's top offi-
cial Bharat Mathur in a 2.5
lakh bribery case to facilitate
the import of drones for
another private company,
officials said Sunday. Devula
is a Deputy Director General
at the Airworthiness
Directorate, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Headquarters, New
Delhi and Mathur is han-
dling Regulatory and
Corporate Affairs of Reliance
Industries.

Both was arrested by CBI
on Saturday, red handed
with bribe amount. The
accused DGCA public servant
allegedly demanded undue
advantage from private

persons in lieu of issuing
approvals and permissions
for applications pending with
DGCA for a private aerospace
company, a CBI spokesper-
son said in a statement. “The

CBI arrested Deputy Director
General at the Airworthiness
Directorate, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Headquarters, New
Delhi, along with a represen-
tative of a private company
in a bribery case of 72.5 lakh
resulting in the seizure of the
entire amount,” it said.

The CBI conducted search-
es at the premises of the
accused public servant and
other private persons across
four locations in Delhi, result-
ing in the seizure of cash
worth 737 lakh along with
gold and silver coins and
multiple digital devices, the
statement added.
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Flights to Pune from city
hit after IAF aircraft crash

Venkadesan.S@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A crash-landing of an Indian Air Force (IAF)
aireraft at Pune airport late on Friday night triggered
widespread disruption to flight services from Chennai
airport, leading to diversions, cancellations and chaos
AMONE PASSENEers,

An Air India Express flight that departed Chennai at
10.05pm with 162 passengers on board was unable toland
in Pune and was diverted to Mumbai airport. Another
IndiGo flight, which took off from Chennai at 10.30pm
carrying 148 passengers, was forced to return to Chen-
nai after receiving information about the runway closu-
re.

The disruption extended into Saturday, with multi-
ple early-morning departures from Chennai to Pune
cancelled. IndiGoflights scheduled at 1.10am, 3.10am and
4.50am were called off, while a SpiceJet service slated for
5.20am was also cancelled. In total, around 11 services on
the Chennai-Pune-Chennai sector were affected.
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CBIl arrests Dy DGCA, firm's top
official over dronei Import ‘bribery

NEWDELEL, APRIL 15
The CBI has arrester a deputy
dirertor peneralof eralaviation

and thesenior vice president of

amajorcorporate groupinaRs
2.5 lakh brbery case to facli-
tate the mport of drones for
anuther private company, offi-

In an operation on Satir-
day, the CEI amrested M Devu-
la, Deputy Director General at
the airworthiness directorate,
Directorate Geneml of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and Bharat
Mathur,whois also associated
with an aerospace company
invobved indrone technol ogy-
Asteria Aerospace Lid.

The CEI has booked Math-
ur, Devula and Asteria Aero-
space Ltd under the provi-

sions of the Prevention of

Act and the

Corruption
Bharativa Nvava Sanhita,
2023. The major corporate
group where WMathur was

working is not listed as
accusedinthe FIR and is the
"ultimate parent company” of
Asteria Aemspace, according
to Asteria Aerospace’s finan-
cial statements for 2024-25.
No immediate reaction was
available from Astena Aero-
space or the corporate group.

The accused DGCA public

servant allegedly demand-
ed undue advantage from
private persons in lieu of
issuing approvals and per-
missions  for applications
pending with DGCA for a
private aerospace company,
a CBI spokesperson said.
The CBI conducted

searches at the premises of
the accused public servant
and other private persons
across four locations in Del-
hi, resulting in the seizume of
cash worth Bs 37 lakh along
with gold and silver coins
and multiple digital devices,
the staterment added.

Arcomding to the FIR, Devula
allegedy indulged in corrupt
activities with ponvate entities
in matters relating to the grant
of approvals, — PT1
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