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Tamil Nadu to announce
Hﬂr airport location soon

Airports Authority
of India has found
both shortlisted
sites suitable
v

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENMAIL DHNS

rlljami} Nadu Industries
Minister T R B Raaja on
Tuesday said the gov-
ernment would “very soon”
decide on the location for the
Hosur airport with the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAIT)
submitting adetailed reporton
its study of the two shortlisted
sites.

Sources told DH that the
AAl found both sites—villag-
es close to the private airport
owned by Taneja Aviation and
Aerospace Limited (TAAL) in
Belagondapalli and another
located close to the highway
connecting Chennai with Ben-
galuru—suitable for building
the greenfield airport.

The AAL, in its report, has
spoken about the merits and
demerits of both the locations
shortlisted for the study.

“AAl has said both the sites
are suitable for the construc-
tion of airport. The ball is now
in the state government's
court,” asource said.

TRBRAAJA

4

Industry bodies in Hosur
have been pushing for Belag-
ondapalli on the Hosur-Thalli
road, contending that itwas lo-
cated in the plains and hence,
suitable for building the air-
port.

They also told D in Janu-
ary that the state government
should devise a “proper plan”
on how it intends to acquire
land for the ambitious project.

Responding toa guestion in
the Assembly, Raaja said after
Chief Minister M K Stalinmade
the announcement about Ho-
sur airport in June 2024, five
sites were chosen for a study
by AAL

The government, after go-
ing through the study, short-
listed two sites from the five
and asked the AAI to make a
detailed analysis.

“Very soon, there will be a
decision on the location of the
Hosur airport. We are com-
mitted to building an airport
in Hosur,” Raajaadded.

Though the AAI has sug-
gested both locations for the
facility likely to come up in
an area of 2,000 acres, the

Tamil Nadu Industries Minister

Very soon, there willbe a
decision on the location of
the airport proposed in Hosur.
We are committed to building an
airport in Hosur.

government will have to un-
dertake a series of studies, in-
cludingassessing the extent of
government land available in
each location, before finalizing
thesite.

“We will choose one site
from the two shortlisted loca-
tions after considering sever-
al factors, including airspace.
The decision will be final in
about a month,” a source said.

Once the site is chosen, the
Tamil Nadu government will
inform the Union Civil Avi-
ation Ministry about its de-
cision, following which a No
Objection Certificate isneeded
from the Bengaluru Interna-
tional Airport Limited (BIAL)
since the new facility will come
withinaradiusof150 kmofthe
Kempegowda International
Airport.,

Agreensignal from BIALis
necessary to build an airport
in Hosur due to the conces-
sionaire agreement signed
berween the airport operator
and the Union government
that no such facility should
come up within 150 km tll the
year 2033.
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Airport’s international terminal
to get additional check-in counters

To make the check-in process smoother amid an uptick in air passenger traffic, as many as 48 more check-in counters

will be opened at the international terminal of the Chennai airport by next week, say Airports Authority of India officials

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

y next week, the
Bcheck—‘m process
may become a bit

more faster and smoother
for international air pas-
sengers at the Chennai air-
port as the Airports Auth-
ority of India (AAI) plans to
open additional check-in
counters at the interna-
tional terminal.

According to AAI ofh-
cials, at present, nearly 30
airlines are operating from
the international terminal,
including several large car-
riers and low-cost carriers,
to various destinations
across the world.

In January, the interna-
tional terminal handled a
total of 3,435 aircraft move-
ment and 5,43,281 passen-
gers.

Improving connectivity: Nearly 30 airlines are operating
from the international terminal, say officials. FILE PHOTO

“Two years ago, the new
international terminal was
inaugurated. It has been
operating with 72 check-in
counters. When  we
opened it, these check-in
counters were sufficient.
But now, as the air passen-
ger traffic is gradually go-
ing up, we wanted to add

more [check-in counters].
Hence, by the last week of
March, 48 more check-in
counters will be available
for passengers,” an ofhicial
of the AAIT said.

Baggage scanners
Over the last few months, a
decision was made to open

In January, the
international
terminal handled
5.,43,281 passengers

more check-in counters.
But it took time as the in-
line baggage scanner ma-
chines had to be installed,
officials said.

“Only if the baggage
scanners are ready, the
counters would become
functional. This is because
the baggage that the pas-
sengers hand over to the
airlines have to be scanned
through these machines
and, then, sent to the air-
craft. We expedited the in-
stallation process and
wanted it to be ready be-
fore the summer. It will be
convenient for both the air-
lines as well as the passen-
gers,” he said.

The construction of the
second part of the interna-
tional terminal is in
progress.

Sources said that nearly
12% of the construction has
been completed, and they
expect the work to get over
in March next year.

AAI  would require
another three months to
complete a few checks and
some additional provi-
sions, following which pas-
sengers would be able to
use the second part of the
terminal.

More counters planned
Meanwhile, officials said
that once the second part
of the terminal becomes
functional, another 48
check-in counters (in addi-
tion to the ones coming up
next week) will be made
available.
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HC seeks response on shutting abattoirs near IGI
|

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sought the response of
various authorities on a PIL see-
kingtheclosure of abattoirs within
10km of Indira Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport on the grounds that it
poses a threat to the lives and safety
of birds and passengers.

A bench of Chief Justice D K
Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela issued notices to the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation, Air-
ports Authority of India, MCD, DDA
and others on the petition, seeking
their stand. The court also sought re-
sponses from Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India, Delhi govt,
Delhi Pollution Control Committee
and Delhi Police on the petition.

HC said theagencies mustnoton-
ly furnish “para-wise replies to the
averments made in the PIL"”, but also
include the “details of the steps ta-
ken” on the concerns raised. It gave
six weeks’ time to file the affidavits
and posted the hearing on May 14.

HC was hearing a plea by Gauri

GUARDING AGAINST BIRD HITS

File Photo

Maulekhi, an animal rights activist,
who highlighted that the aireraft ru-
les and the Bharatiya Vayuyan Vid-
hevak, 2024, prohibit the slaughter
or flaying of animals or disposal of
any garbagerelated toit, whichislik-
ely to attract birds or animals, wit-
hin a radius of 10km from the aerod-
rome reference point (ARP).

“A contravention of the rule

constitutes a cognisable penal of-
fence. While the respondents have

acknowledged that such causes ha-

ve increased bird aircraft strike ha-
zards (BASH) accidents, no effecti-
ve measures or steps have been ta-
ken by the respondents to curb the
menace,” it said.

The plea recommended shutting
down all illegal slaughterhouses, me-

atshop clusters and other unauthori-
sed establishments within the 10km
radius of the ARP of IGI Airport.
The PIL, filed through Karanja-
wala and Company, said the encoun-
ter of birds or wildlife with aircraft
at IGI Airportnot only posed a threat
to the life and safety of the passeng-
ers in the aircraft, but also put locals
at risk in the event of a crash. It so-
ught a direction to the authorities to
take immediate and effective measu-
res to prevent BASH and implement
the “bird avoidance model” (BAM) at
IGI Airport, whose absence alleged-
lv led to serious accidents in the past.
The primary reason behind such in-
cidents, the pleasaid, was the presen-
ce of slaughterhouses, meat shops,
dairy farms and environmental pol-
lution in the vicinity of the airport.
The petition said between 2018 and
2023, the number of bird strikes at IGI
- 705 - outnumbered the combined
bird hit incidents reported at 29 air-
ports in six different states. Several re-
presentations to the authorities for ac-
tion against such establishments
fell on deaf ears, said the petitioner.
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Govt ‘framing benchmarks for airport service’

EASE OF TRAVEL. Move caters to growing calls for service standard accountability as airports struggle to keep pace with traffic surge

—
Rohit Vaid
Wews Delhi

The Centre is drafting “ro-
bast, objective-based, meas-
urable  guality  services
benchmarks" for passcnger
convenience, to be used in
calculating future airport
tariffs, SOUTECS told
busimessline.

Thie current tariff determ-
ination system does take
some “verv subjective” ser
vice standards into account.,

However, sources cluimed
these standards are not “en
tirely™ measurable.

Consequently,  sources
said there was a nocd to
make the current system
mare robust by adopting
“precise,  objective-hased

service quality benchmarks

or starudards™ 1o the calcula
rion matrix that can be
measured.

Besides, the airport's op
erational efficiency, coupled
with nitiatives taken by the
operator to boost the eco-
nomic vizhility of the facility,
will be accounted for in the
new tariff determination
systom.

As of now, tariffs ar air-
ports depend on many para-
meters, including expected
traffic growth trends, oper
ators” expansion plans and
rapex requirements, along
with  services rendered,
among others, under a regu-
latory oversight mechanism
mverscen by the Airport Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority
(AERA).

These charges are first re-
viewed and scrutinised by

AERA, and onlv then are al
lowed ta be collected by air-
port operators, s0 as o
provide them with a *fair
rate of return™ on the invest-
ment they made while con-
structing, operating  and
maintaining the airport.

“There was a need to have
a more robust system that
took into account objective-
based measurable service
standards for maximising
passenger convenicnce  at
the airport.” sources told
businessline,

PENALTY PROVISION
“The new, overarching svs-
em will have provisions for
penaltics if the operator
comes short in providing the
minimum  service bench-
marks,” they said.

This marks a significant

RIGHT PATH. Industry watchers say that linking tariffs to
performance could exposa long-hidden inefficiencies correaicos

shift in India’s aviation eco
nomics, sources said, adding
thar pot only the size of the

girport but also the type of

passenger conveniences will

be a major determinant in

calculating future charges.
According to sources, the

new ‘services benchmarks'
will reward operators for ef-
ficient operations — like
swift haggage handling, min-
imal queuing delays at entry
or exit, and other facilities.
“The initiative will apply to
il airpons across the coun-

try, aiming e elevate service
quality amid hooming pas-
senger traffic.”

The move caters to the
growing calls for service
standard  accountability as
alrpores st le o keep
[ﬂrI: with Inﬁs air traffic
surge, which has seen pas-
senger numbers climb past
pre-pandemic levels.

Industry  watchers  say
linking tariffs to perform-
ance could expose long-hid-
den inefficiencies, though
AITpart  OpETaTors WOy
ghout tighter profit margins
in an already competitive
sector. Presently, AERA has
been asked to determine tar
itfs that are charged to air-
lines and departing passen-
gers during the ‘contral
period,” of five years.

AERAwas set up in 2009,
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Mumbai Airport proposes to
collect User Development Fee

TOG NETWORK
BLIBAELS

Mumbai International Afrport
has proposed to colled a User
Development Fee (LUDF) of Ks
335 for departing domestic
passenpers iand Bs 650 for de-
parting intemational travelers
o enable it to undertalke miva-
structure development and
technological enhancement
projects at the airport.

In a statement Tuesday,
Mumhbai International Airport
Limited (MLALY, 2 subsidiary
of Adani Adrport Holdings
Limited (AAHL), and the op-
crator of Chatrapati Shivaji
Maharyg International Airport
(CSMLA), sondd thet it is Gikinga
strabepic step to transform pas-
SENEPT AMENEies,

A proposal has been placed
hefore the Airport Eeo-
nonic Regulatory Authority
(AERA), the staterment added,

The Mumbai airport's pro-
pozal, as per the statement,
attempts b offsed this changge
and mitigale the impact on
passengers by simultaneously

reduring airline landing and
parking charges by about 35
per cenb

1t bedieves that this reduction
s cxpected in positie by impace
airfares from Mumbai, en-
abliryg anrbines o numage custs
more efieimily and maintain
rompetitive ticket prices.
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OPINION

CAPTAIN INDIRA VASHISHTA

All three realms that hu-
mans inhabit—land, sea,
and sky—have been thor-
oughly polluted. This pol-
lution is causing us to re-
consider our very existence.
One realmthat is often over-
looked, however, is aerosol
pollution from jet aircraft.
Unlike pollution at ground
level, which we share right
across the world, the part of
our atmosphere that rises
right up over our borders
remains, for the most part,
pristine. Jet engines are
cleaner and more efficient
than they were, say, acouple
of decades ago. Yet the sheer
volume of air traffic makes

aircraft a significant source
of aerosol pollution.

Tens of thousands of tons
of greenhouse gases are con-
tributed to the atmosphere
by airplanes, the major ones
being carbon dioxide (CO2)
and nitrogen oxides (NOx).
Aircraft emissions are a
major source of nitrogen
oxides in the environment.
Unlike most power plants,
which exhaust emissions
at ground level, airplanes
release their pollutants at
high altitudes, where their
effects are magnified.

THE ROLE OF
GREENHOUSE GASES
A source of CO2 emissions,
the primary greenhouse gas
that traps heat in the atmo-
sphere, is aviation. Engines
also emit NOx, whichreacts
with other pollutants to cre-
ate ozone, a key component
of smog. These emissions,
when they happen at high
altitudes, vield contrails —
ice crystals that can persist
in the atmosphere and be-
have like clouds, intensify-

ing the greenhouse effect.
In addition, the aviation
industry emits ultrafine
particles (UFPs) and soot,
which can harm human
health. UFPs are able to
penetrate deeply into the
lungs, and they have been
associated with an array of
respiratory problems. How-
ever, soot is even worse be-
cause, inaddition to creating
local pollution problems, it
is also linked toa number of
serious health effects, espe-
cially for people with preex-

TheDaily Guardian

epaper.thedailyguardian.com
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The hidden toll of aviation: How air travel contributes to climate change

isting conditions.

THE IMPACT OF
CONTRAILS

Studies suggest that con-
trail clouds might warm the
planet more than any car-

bon dioxide emissions from
aircraft produced in the
last century. Contrails may
hang in the atmosphere for
a long time, and some may
even say that they consti-
tute a form of atmospheric

geoengineering, which is “a
deliberate and large-scale
intervention to counteract
the undesirable effects of
global warming.” Unlike
CO2, which can remain in
the atmosphere for centu-

When an aircraft flies through a cold atmosphere, watervapor from
thejet engines condenses around particles of soot and forms ice
crystals that become contrails. Studies show that unlike low-level
clouds that belp cool the atmosphere, contrails may warm it up.

R
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ries, studies have also sug-
gested that the carbon pro-
duced by aircraft is a more
potent warming agent in the
atmosphere, particularly
when it comes to the forma-
tion, duration, and hanging
around of the clouds that we
call contrails.

When an aircraft flies
through a cold atmosphere,
water vapor from the jet
engines condenses around
particles of soot and forms
ice crystals that become
contrails. Studies show that
unlike low-level clouds that
help cool the atmosphere,
contrails may warm it up.
One study from 2011 pre-
dicted that the cloud of
contrails our planes leave
behind could cause climate
warming equivalent to three
times as much carbon diox-
ide by 2050.

THE NEED FOR
CHANGE

Although many initia-
tives exist to reduce carbon
emissions from aireraft, and
myriad treaties and regula-
tions purport to manage
countries’ emissions, the
comprehensive climate im-
pact from aviation is largely
ignored.

Take, for instance, a pro-
gram from the United Na-
tions designed to manage
nations’ carbon emissions.
This program attempts to

align countries’ CO2 emis-
sions—with somewhat
mixed results—but wholly
overlooks the significant,
and in many ways, much
more dangerous, warming
impact of contrails.

A few researchers ad-
vocate changing the way
planes fly to reduce contrail
formation. But doing this
could cause them to burn
even more fuel and produce
even more COZ2. In the end,
the best way to address the
contrail issue is not to beat
up on the planes or the pi-
lots that fly them, but to find
cleaner-burning fuels.

Without a doubt, the avia-

tion sector contributes to
worldwide climate change.
The justification is obvious:
« Climate science is com-
plex, but the warming effect
of aviation is clear.
« We are living in an era of
climate change, and to safe-
guard our atmosphere, we
have to grasp the complete
ramifications of flying.

Tackling the aviation cli-

mate crisis calls for exciting
new ideas and a firm com-
mitment to an emerging
sustainable aviation indus-
try. This is not an airspace
problem; it is a planetary
problem.
Capt Indira Vashishta is an
ex-airline pilot, motivational
speaker and an eminent
columnist.
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SKY-HIGH PRICES? | Airport operator submits revised
proposal seeking to impose user development fee on airlines

MIAL proposal to likely
hit air fares from June

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBEA]
Mum bai International

Airport Ltd (MIAL), operator
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, has
submitted a revised proposal
to the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India
(AERA) seeking to impose a
user development fee on air-
lines.

If accepted, this might
result in passengers having to
pay more for tickets, accond-
ing to an official.

Last week, AERA had
rejected MIALs proposal for a
675% increase in UDF. The
revised proposal suggests
introducing a UDF of Rs325
for domestic passengers and
increasing the fee for interna-
tional passengers from Rs187
to RsB50

The proposal is for the
fourth control period (five-
vear plans for whichtariffsare
decided) of the airport - from
April 1, 2024, to March a1,
2029

According to the proposal
document, accessed by The
Free Press Journal, this is the
first time that MIAL has
demanded tariff revision since
the Adani Group tock over the
operations  of Mumbai

710,000cr

MIAL has claimed to
invest over the next five
years in infrastructure

Airport in February 2021,

MIAL said it has tried to
strike a balance by proposing
to reduce airline landing and
parking charges by 35%.

AERA will conduct due
diligence and consider the
views of various stakeholders
before taking a decision on
the proposal. The stake-
holders will meet at Indian
Aviation Academy in Delhi on
March 25 to finalise the deci-
sion.

If the AERA accepts the
proposals, passengers will

37,600cr

MIAL wvill k to recover in
revenue fi an expected

KEY FIGURES
8325 |3650

User UDF for
development | international
* feefor passengers
© domestic pax
0,
~35%
Proposed
reduction in
airline landing
and parking
charges
Current YPP under new
yleld per | proposal, an
passenger | 18% increase

229 million pass

have to pay more for flight
tickets, as carriers seek to pass
on the extra burden to the
CONSUMENS.

While the charges will be
applicable on tickets issued on
or after June |, passengers
including children under the
age of two as well as on-duty
diplomats, airline crew,
defence personnel and United
Mations officials will be
exempt from the fee.

MIAL said tariff revision
will enable it to undertake
infrastructure development

and technological enhance-
ment projects at Mumbai air-
port. While the current yield
per passenger (YPP) at the air-
port stands at Rs285, the pro-
posal aims to revise the YPP to
R332, representing an 18%
increase,

Over the next five vears,
the airport operator has
claimed to invest Rsl0000
crore to create infrastruchire
and recover a total revenue of
Rs7600 crore from am
expected 229 million airline
Passengers.
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FLIER OPENS
EVACUATION
SLIDE OF PLANE AT
IGI, OFFLOADED

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An IndiGo flight
from Delhi to Leh was delayed
by more than three hours on
Wednesday after a passenger
on board opened an evacuation
slide — an inflatable slide that
is used during emergencies to
quickly evacuate an aircraft —
while the plane was still on the
tarmac at the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport, offi-
cials said.

The passenger was promptly
handed over to the authorities,
the officials said.

According to flight tracking
website Flightradar24, the
flight that was scheduled to
take off at 8.10am, finally took
offat 11.43am.

An IndiGo spokesperson
confirmed the incident and
said, “A slide was deployed
inadvertently on flight 6E-5161
from Delhi to Leh before take-
off. Following standard operat-
ing procedures, the crew
reported the incident, and the
customer was offloaded and
handed over to concerned
authorities.”

An airport official aware of
the incident said the man said
he thought it was a bathroom
door. “The man said that he is
not a frequent flier,” the official
said, requesting anonymity.

Meanwhile, deputy commis-
sioner of police (IGI) Usha Ran-
gnani said they received a com-
plaint regarding an unruly pas-
senger, “Due legal action will
be initiated against the man,”
she said.
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DM: WASTE BEING
|LLEGALLY DUMPED
IN S DELHI, POSES
RISK TO AIRCRAFT

NEW DELHI: The district magis-
trate (DM) of New Delhi has
written to the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi and Delhi Police,
seeking action against illegal
dumping of Municipal Solid
Waste in south Delhi’s Rangpuri
Pahari, stating that this is
attracting birds and may pose a
risk to flights at the Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport.
In the letter dated March 10,
shared on Wednesday, the DM
has also sought a clearance drive
for removal of existing waste
and to take action against private
landowners “who have unautho-
risedly rented their land for such
illegal dumping as well unautho-
rized vendors involved in the
said process”. The DM said this
waste dumping could lead to air-
craft accidents, health hazards,
and national security threats.
“We have received complaints
from DIAL regarding the illegal
dumping of waste at Rangpuri
Pahari, which falls under the line
of sight of aircraft landing,” the
letter adds, stating even waste
from the airport, especially from
airlines, was allegedly ending up
in the same area. HTC
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Delhi airport’s traffic growth to
taper, Mumbai i expects rebound

Daanish Anand
daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Passenger traffic
growth at the GMR Group-man-
aged Delhi International Airport
(DIAL) is expected to slow down
over the coming years, due to
capacity constraints and emerg-
ing competition.

DIAL expects the slowdown
to stem from two factors: the air-
portis nearing its peak capacity
as well as the impending launch
of Noida International Airport
(NIA) in Jewar, Uttar Pradesh,
which is expected to divert some
traffic from the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport in the
national capital.

“As the capacity constraints
limit Delhi Airport’s ability to
accommodate rising demand,
certain traffic is expected to be
spilled over to NIA. The NIA is
expected to compete for IGIA's
market share, and is expected to
have more passengers from east-
ern Uttar Pradesh and parts of
Haryana with lesser travel time
to the upcoming airport in com-
parison to Delhi airport,” said
DIAL in its consultation paper.

Delhi Airport projects domes-

Delhi An'pnrt projects
domestic passenger growth at
5.26% year-on-yearin FY26. MNT

tic passenger growth at 5.26%
year-on-year in FY26 and 6.72%
in FY27. However, the pace is
expected to taper to 5.74% in
FY28 and further down to 4.63%
in FY29.

Similarly, growth in interna-
tional passenger footfalls is
pegged at4.84% in FY26, which
is expected to increase to 5.37%
as the airport plans to upgrade
the infrastructure for interna-
tional flights. However, the
growth in international passen-
gers is expected to slow down to
4.70% in FY28 and 3.99% in
FY29, according to the Delhi air-
port's multi-year tariff proposal
for fourth control period.

“The only way to increase the
traffic is by increasing capacity

which can only be achieved by
building a Terminal 4," said
Mark Martin, the founder and
chief executive officer of Martin
Consulting.

Meanwhile, Mumbai's Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport (CSMIA), man-
aged by Adani Group, expectsa
dip in passenger traffic only dur-
ing FY26 and FY27 by 12.93% and
6.30%, respectively, due to
planned renovations of Terminal
1. A rebound is projected from
FY28 onwards, with domestic
traffic increasing by 21.36% in
FY28 and 1.04% in FY29 and
international traffic rising by
4.09% and 14.01% over the same
period, according to the Mumbai
airport's multi-year tariff pro-
posal for fourth control period.

Unlike Delhi, Mumbai is less
concerned about competition
from its upcoming second air-
port at Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMI) since it is
also managed by Adani Group.
By FY30, Mumbai Airport’s
capacity is projected at 65 mil-
lion passengers annually, while
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port’s capacity will be about half
of that.
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Flying out of city could cost more as MIAL proposes user fee

Yogesh Naik

yogesh.nalk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Flyving out of Mumbai
airport could cost more, with
Mumbai International Airport
Limited (MIAL), which operates
the Mumbai airport, proposing
to introduce a User Develop-
ment Fee (UDF) for domestic

passengers and a steep increase
in the fee for international pas-
SETIZErs.

MIAL has submitted a pro-
posal to the Airport Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA),
for the imposition of ¥325 for
departing domestic passengers
and a 463 increase in the fee
for international travellers. The

fee, says MIAL, will enable it to
undertake infrastructure devel-
opment and technological
enhancement projects at the
Mumbai airport.

At present, there is no UDF
for domestic travellers, while
international travellers will
have to pay 3650, up from 187
at present. The fee relates to

departing passengers only.
MIAL, a joint venture between
Adani Airports and the Airports
Authority of India, is planning a
makeover of Mumbai's Termi-
nal L.

MIAL sources, however,
claimed the proposed UDF will
not impact ticket prices as it will
be offset by a simultaneous

reduction in airline landing and
parking charges by about 35%.
All these charges are factored
into airline tickets.

An MIAL spokesperson said
that, over the next five years,
MIAL will invest 10,000 crore
in the creation of airport infra-
structure and recover a total

continued on 31

AIRPORT USER FEE

revenue of 37,600 crore from an
expected 229 million passen-
gers. “The new tariff structure
proposes to strategically shift
the revenue mix, with an
increase in UDF, while reducing
landing and parking charges by
35%. This proposal aligns with
the tariff structures of other
major airports in India and will
enhance revenue stability as
well as improve the overall pas-
SENEer experience, ensuring
that CSMIA remains a competi-
tive and attractive aviation hub
for travellers,” the spokesper-
son said.

MIAL said it has launched
many new initiatives, including
the Domestic-to-Domestic
Transfer Facility at T2; new
Taxiway Z to improve on-time
performance; the introduction
of eGates to manage congestion
at entry points to the terminal;
free inter-terminal coach trans-
fers; and FASTag-enabled park-
ing, among other passenger-
centric advancements.
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Steps being
taken to set
up Hosur
alrport, says
T.R.B. Rajaa

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Industries T.R.B. Rajaa as-
sured the Assembly on
Tuesday that steps were
being taken towards esta-
blishing airports in Hosur
and Rameswaram. He was
responding to concerns
raised by AIADMK legisla-
tor Sellur K. Raju in the
House.

The Minister said five
locations were initially
identified and were sent to
the Centre, which shor-
tlisted two of them. Un-
derlining the steps being
taken by the DMK govern-
ment in this regard, the In-
dustries Minister said the
works would be complet-
ed soon.

Expansion projects
During the debate on the
Budget for 2025-26 in the
House, Mr. Rajaa and
Leader of the Opposition
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
traded charges on the land
acquisition process for the
airport expansion projects
in Madurai and Coimba-
tore.

When Mr. Palaniswami
said the AIADMK govern-
ment took steps towards
land acquisition for the
airport expansion project
in Coimbatore, Mr. Rajaa
said the steps taken by the
previous regime were not
complete.

He further said the
DMK government was ac-
tively working on new air-
ports and expansion pro-
jects.
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Plea for steps to curb
bird hits at airport:
HC seeks govt reply

SOHINIGHOSH
MEW DELHI, MARCH 18

THE DELHI High Court an
Wednesday sought a response
from the Centre and otherson a
PIL secking immediate measuires
to prevent od-aiccraft strikes
and implement a bird svcidance
model at Dethi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport [IGIA],

A division bench of Chiel
Justice DK Upad byaya and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela sought re
sponses from the Centre through
the Directorate General of Civil
Asuation, Alrparts Authority of
India, Food Safety and Standarnds
Authority of India, the Delhi gov-
emment and its municipal cor-
poration, Delhi Polluton Control
Committee, Delhi Development
Aughoriry, and Del hs Podice,

The bench said that the au-
thorities in their rephy must indi-
cate steps ken tolmplement -
evant rules and state whether
regularinspoctions ire being con
ducted, “Let replies be filed by all
respondents, nof only on para-
wise reply tothe petition but also
details of the steps taken in respect

of concerns raised in the writ pe-
tiion” the bench said while list-
ing the matter forMay 14

The PIL filed by animal wel-
fare act vist Cawri Maulekhi has
highlighted that the total mm-
ber of bird strikes at IGIA be-
tween 2018 and 2023 stood at
05, outiumbering combined
bird strike incide nts reported
41055 ZH rports Insi states

While bird strike events
numbered around 100 from
2018 until 2027, the svents saw a
significant spike fom 2022 on-
wiards, when 183 such events
were reported, foflowed by 169
stch events reported between
January and October 2023,

According to Maulekhi the
primany reason for such incidents
is the “presence of slaughter-
houses/meat shopsy dairy farms
and envimonmental pollution
around the IGIA™, theoperationof
which is otherwise contrary to
vanous statutes. Maokekhi, lsgh-
lighting Arcraft Rules 1937, also
sovight closure ofillegal shaughter-
houses, meat shop clusters, and
other prohibited establishments
withina 10 -kmeadivsof the amo-
drome pomnt of IGIA.



AIRPORTISAUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHT 20 MARCH 2025

IGIA waste ‘illegally dumped’ near flight
path creates safety risk, govt sounds alarm

March10, the DM saidthe issue  Zone, and the DDA onMarch 8,  corporation.
MAHENDERSINGH of illegal dumping of waste at  which revealed “mass-scale il- Acopy of the letter has been
MANRAL Rangpuri Paharihas severecon-  legal dumping by trucks”, ac-  sentto the Revenue Department,
MEW DELHI. MARCH 19 sequences, incuding aimraft ac-  cording to oficials. the CEQ al IMAL, and Delhi Potice,

UNTREATED WASTE from the
Indim Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) is being dumped
at Rangpuri Pahari in Vasant
Kunj, which falls in the ine of
sightol aircraft Landing, the Ddhi
government has informed the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
[MCD), Nagzing safety nisksand
the alleged involvement of
unauthorsed vendors and ille-
gal immigrants.

Two separale lettérs were
written by the District
Magistrate (DM of New Delhi
earhier this month, days alter a
conditional orderwas ssued by
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate
[Vasant Vihar) to the MCD,
the Delhi Development
Authonty{DDA), and the Forest
Department, asking them to
prevent the dlegal dumping of
Wwaste,

In one of his letters sent (o
the MCD, Najalgarh Zone, on

cidents, healthhazards, and na-
tional security threats. "We
have received complaints from
Delhi International Airport
Limited regarding the illegal
dumping of waste at Rang puri
Pahari, which falls under the
line of sight of aircraft landing.”
the DM said in his letter

The govemment has sought
& check post set up by the civic
body and the Dethi Police to pre-
vent the entry of imauthonsed
vehicles transporting such
waste, impound illegal trucks
engaged in such operations, and
initiate strict acthon against
unauthorsed vendors and pr-
vate landowners who have
rented their land for illegal
dumping.

Following the conditional
order, ajoint sile inspection was
conducted by the DM, New
Delhi, along with the Deputy
Conservator of Forests, repre-
sentatives of MCD, Najafgaih

“Dharing the inspection, itwas
also noticed that untreated
waste generated out of IGLA, es-
pec dly connected with the air
lines, was also found to be, al-
legedly being dumped at
Rangpuri Pabary” the letier said.

The DM also said that the
Aerocity area, which has com-
miercialinstallations suchas ho-
tels and restaurants, was being
inspected o review waste man-
agement.

*During the irspection, itwas
moticed that the waste generated
in the Aerocity area is also not
being disposed of as per the pre-
scribed norms”, especially the
weresation M source is not be-
ing conformed with and thereis
likelihood that such waste being
unscientifically dumped in
unauthorised manner which
may equally pose a significant
danger to public health and
safety,” the DM said in his com-
munication o the municipal

.. Needless o mention,
there is astrong possibility of
solid waste being generated out
ofcommercial operations ol ho-
tels, malls, and health units in
Mahi palpurand surrounding ar-
eas ai well as ol bordeéring
Curgann which are unlawifully
being dumped in Rangpuri
Pahari area. During the i nspec-
tion, the inspection team had de-
iec ted waste with tags of hotels
and commeraal egablishments
being dumped in the Rangpurn
Pahariarea,” the letter said.

The DM said they have
learnt that unauthonsed ven-
dors were involved in trans-
porting the waste and the
dumping. “As per reparts of lo-
cal agencies, there is a strong
likelihood of some illegal imimi-
grants allegedly being involved
in theconduct of this ent ire un-
Enwrful activity of waste dump-
ing and subsidiary activities,”
the DM said
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DIAL's traffic growth to taper

Launch of Noida International Airport and capacity constraints to curb Delhi airport’s growth in coming years

e
dhaanmsh. anandiil vemint com
MNEW DELHI

assenger traffic growth at

the GMER Group-managed

Delhi International Air

port (DIAL) is expecied to

slow down over the com
ing vears, due to capacity consiraints
andd emerging competition.

DIAL expects the slowdown o
stem from two factors: the airpor is
r=aring its peak capacity as well as
the impending launch of Noida
International Airport (NLA) in Jewar,
Uttar Pradesh, which isexpected (o
divert some traffic from the Indira
CGiaredhi Internationad (1G1) Afrport in
the national capital.

“As the caparity constraims limit
Dedhi Airport's ability toaccommo
date rising demumd, cortain traffic is
expecied to be spilled over 1o NLA
The NIA is expected to compete [or
IGA s market share, and is expecied
to harve more passengers from east
ern Uttar Pradesh and poris of Hary-

';.-.: . &

ana with lesser travel time (o the
upCEming airpart in comparison (o
Dhelhi airport,” said DEAL in s con
suliation paper.

Delhi Airport projects domestic
passenger growth al 5 26% year-on-
vearin FY26 and 6.72% in FY27_

However, the pace is expecied to

i !

Delhi airport likely to see 5.26% growth in FY 26, slowing to 463% by FYX.  wnr

taper to 5.74% m FY28 and further
down to 4.63% in FY20,

Similarly, growth in intermetional
passenger fooifalls is pegred ai
4.584% in FY 26, which is expected to
imerese 105257 % as the airport. plans
to upgrade the infrastructure for
international fights,

However, the growth in interna
tionl pussengers isexpected 1o slow
downio£.70% in FY285 and 5.969% in
FY249, according to the Delhi air-
port's multi-vear tariff proposal for
fourth control period.

“The onlyway to increase the traff
fic is by increasing capacity which
can only be achieved by building a
Terminal 4. said Mark Mar
tir, the founder and chief
executiveofficer of Mar
tin Consulting,

Meanwhile, Mum-
bai's Chhatrapati Shiv
aji Maharaj Interna
tiomal Airport (CSMEA),
managed by Adani
Ciroup, expects a dip inpas-
senger traffic anly during Fy'26
and FY27 by 12.93% and &6.30%,
respectively, due to planed renova
tions of Terminal 1L

A rebound is projected from FY'2S
onwards, with domestic tralfic
increasing by 21.56% in FY28 and
L% in FY 289 and intermational traf:
fic rising by 4.09'% and 1L.01% over

3.99%

Global passenger
growth in FY29 v
& 705 N FY28

the same pericd, according to the
Mumbsai airport’s multi-yvear tacifl
proposal for fourth control perod.
Unlike Delhi, Mumbai is less con
cerned about competition from its
upcoming second airport at Navi
Mummbai Imternatsomal Airport (NN
since it is also managed by Adani
Giroup. By FY 30, Mumbai Airpon’'s
capacity is projected al 65
million passengers annu
ally, while Navi Mumilsai
Intemational Airport’s
capacity will be about
half of that
Considering strong
passenger demand in
the Mational Capiial
Region (8 CH) and Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMER),
the new airports will thrive on spill
over traffic in the beginning, which
van be gquite substantial, Manish
Chheda, managing pariner & India
CECat YCF Auctus, told AMint. "Even
if the capacities are planned that
way, il is more consequential than
competing,” he added.
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[llegal dumping of IGI Airport waste at
Rangpuri Pahari triggers govt action

AIMAN FATIMA

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment has called for imme-
diate action against the illegal
dumping of untreated waste
from Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Alrport at Rang-
purt Pahan in Vasant Kunj.
Authorities have raised con-
cerns over the invelvement of
unauthorised vendors and ille-
gal immigrants in this activ-
ity and directed the municipal
corporation (MCDY) and Delha
Police to intervene.

In a series of letters issued
earlier this month, the District
Magistrate (DM) of Kew Delhi
urged the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD), Delhi
Development Authority (DDA),
and the forest department o
curb the ongoing violations.
The DM also emphasised the
need for preventive measures,
including setting up a police
checkpest, sebring unauthorised

trucks engaged in the dumping,
and taking legal action against
those renling out private land
for these illegal operations.
According to officials, the
illegal waste dumping poses
multiple risks, including envi-
ronmental damage, blic
health hazards, and avﬁ:liun
safety threats. The dumped
waste reportedly falls within
the line of sight of incoming
aircralt, potentially inereas-
ing the risk of accidents. “We
have received complatnis from
Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) regarding the
illegal dumping al Rangpuri
Pahari, which could interfere
with atreralt operations.” the

According to officials, the illegal waste
dumping poses multiple risks, including
environmental damage, public health
hazards, and aviation safety threats

DM stated in one of his letters
to the autharities.

Following the conditional
order from the sub-divisional
magistrate (Vasant Vihar), a
joint inspection was carried out
on March 8 by officials from
the DM's office, MCDYs Na._ia.]:'-
garh Zone, the deputy conser-
vator of forests, and the DDA
The inspection revealed large-
scale dumping by trucks, rein-
!'rhrl:i.ng the need for immediate
intervention.

Addliluna]ly.ﬂunmﬂ'ni have
been raised about waste man-
agement practices in Aerocity,
an area with numerous com-
mercial establishments, includ-
ing hotels and restaurants, The

DM letter pointed out that the
waste generated in Aerocily was
not being properly segregated
and disposed of, increasing
the likelihood of unscientific
dumping. “Improper waste
management in Aerocity is
equally hazardous, posing a sig-
nificant risk to public healt
and saﬁ.-t}'_" the communica-
Hon noted.

The Delld government has
now urged all relevant depart-
ments o ensure compliance
with waste disposal norms and
prevent further environmental
degradation. Authorities are
expected Lo take stringent mea-
sures W address the issue and
prevent future violations.
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MIAL unvelils vision to ageing modernise
infra and facilitate development at CSMIA

MUMBAI: Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL), a
subsidiary of Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd (AAHL), operator
of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)
is taking a strategic step to trans-
form passenger amenities fora
harmonious and streamlined
experience.

In a proposal placed before
the Airport Economic Regula-
tory Authority (AERA), MIAL
has suggested a User Devel-
opment Fee (UDF) of Rs 325
for departing domestic passen-
gers and Rs 650 for departing
international travellers to enable
MIAL to undertake infrastruc-
ture development and techno-
logical enhancement projects
at Mumbai airport.

MIALs proposal attempts to
offset this change and mitigate
the impact on passengers by

simultaneously reducing airline
landing and parking charges
by about 35 per cent, in order
to strike a balance between
infrastructure enhancement
and sustain world-class airport
operations. The current Yield
Per Passenger (YPP) at CSMIA
stands at Rs 285.

The proposal submitted to
AERA aims to revise the YPP
to approximately Rs 332, repre-
senting an 18 per cent increase,
in line with Consultation Paper
issued by AERA on 10 March
2025. MIAL to Strengthen

Over next five
years, the airport
will invest Rs 10,000
crore in creation

of airport infra

Mumbai’s Position as a Global
Aviation Hub.

Over the next five years, the
airport will invest Rs 10,000
crore in creation of airport
infrastructure and recover a
total revenue of Rs 7,600 crore
from an expected 229 million
passengers. The new tariff
structure proposes to strate-
gically shift the revenue mix,
with an increase in UDF while
reducing landing and parking
charges by 35 percent.

This proposal aligns with
the tariff structures of other

major airports in India and
will enhance revenue stability
as well as improve the overall

assenger experience, ensuring
that CSMIA remains a competi-
tive and attractive aviation hub
for travellers.

MIAL has been committed
to consistently improving pas-
senger convenience, operational
efficiency, and the long-term
sustainability of one of Indias
landmark aviation hubs.

Key initiatives include the
Domestic-to-Domestic Transfer
Facility at T2, the new Taxiway
Z to improves on-time perfor-
mance and supports sustainable
airport operations introduction
of eGates to manage congestion
at entry to the terminal, free
inter-terminal coach transfers,
and FASTag-enabled parking,
among other passenger-centric
advancements. MPOST
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EV bus service to Jewar
airport, DTC to make
travel free for women

ASHISH SRIVASTAVA i tewDelt

REACHING the upcoming No-
ida Internat ional Airport from
Delhi may get 4 lot easier with
the Delhi Transport Comimls-
sion (DTC) set to lnnch direct
electrle bus services Lo Jew ar
alrport, offering seam-
less and affordable
Journeys for Overs. Ina
major move to boost
connectivity Delhi
government hassigned
an Mol with the alr-
port authorities to in
troduce these buses in
select routes and de-
pots in the city

pori department official

Offledals sald the bises would
aperate up to the al rport, ensur
ing casy comnectivity “Passen-
gers won't face any hassle. We
have taken care of all aspects,
and this agresment marks an
Important step towand lm prov
ing public transport
opilons for Jewar air-
port.” hesaid.

The project is cur-
rently in its pilot phase,
and offlclals will as-
S5 (s success hefore
increasing the number
of biises.

The buses, dedicated

if the trial run exrlusively to the Del

Onotrisl bagis bus  peoes sycopssul,  Di-Jewar route, will be

&5 will operate from
three locations

mioes depots
could be added ta  technology, ineluding

equipped withmodern

Anand Vihar Sarai furtherenhance [ully air-cond (tloned

Rohilla, and Kamlia

connectivity

cabins, GPS-enabled

Market - providingdi-  betweenDelhl s neoping systems,

rect connectivity to

along with specially
challenged Individuals, will be
able to travel for free continu-
ing the Delhi government's
wellare Initiative,

“Bus passes for persons with
disahbilities and pink slips for
women passengers will be con-
tinued on this route as well
Male passengers and others
would have topay,” sald & trans-

and Jewarairporn
the alrport. Women, DT official

CCTV cameras, amd
live monitoring. “If
the trial run proves
successful. more depots In the
eapltal could be added to fur-
ther enhanece connectivity be-
tween Delhl and Jewar alr-
port,” an of fictal said

On ticket price, oMcials said
the fare structure is still under
discusslon, but the government
is committed to making the
service costeffective
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HC seeks reply on illegal slaughterhouses

Citing aviation safety risks, PIL says the establishments near IGlA not
only violate regulatory norms but also attract large flocks of birds

PETITION AFTER SITE VISITS

Over 500 establihments wheve Lhe slasghi ol animats takes place
coftie o opeateiRegally within 10 k= of the ARP (A pot Rel mence
Paint) af Bl Airport. The Patitioner and ker t2am maducted on-ground

e wisitations of 19 usch evtablishments inManch 2079 and luky 224
The foliowing areas wieee visited by 1he Petitioner and her team:
hanakyapurl Rama Krishna Param, Oab o, Dwarka Wor, Kishangark,
Harsuim pur Pabach, Makdpalpus, Manglapun Wehauli Mohammarpuy,
Maiti Bagh, Menirks. Reiokn. Rangoun, Sadar Bazar and Yasant Kuni
afl of which fall within ¥ kme of Delhi ARF, acoeding toplas.

SHEKHAR SINGH & Maw Dalts
101
THE persistent mensee of bird
strikes at Indira Gandhi Inter-
nal ional (1G] Adrport has once
agnin hnded [n the conriroam:
the Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued notices (o
authorities on a PIL demand-
Ing urgent actlon to mitigate
aviation hazards Inked to ille-
gal slanphterhonses operating
n the vicinity of alrports
The PIL, filed by activist
Gaur Maukekhi highlights the
alarming frequency ol bird-
aircraft collisions, attribating
them to unchecked prolifers
than of meat shops and slaugh
terhouses near the airport. Cit-
ing aviation safety risks, the

plea argues that these estab- Wiy b
lishments not only violaie reg Rooal
ulatary norms but also aftract Ba
large Mocks of birds, signifl- Hyderabad
cantly increasing the likeli- Chenrnai

hood of collisions

w STRIKE
% HAZARD

The total furrvber of bind striles al
16! Alport, M5, is more than the
reembined mamiber of bind strike
incidenis reported amross 29 Alrports
i 5hx sttes = Punjah, (hhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand - with &
total of 65 incidents.

A division bench comprising
Chiel Justice Devendrm Kumar
Upmsdhyaya and Justiee Tushar
Rao Gedels sought respanses
firom multiple authorities, in-
duding the Directorate Goneral
ol Civil Aviation, Alrports Au-
thority of India, Food Safety
anvd Standards Authority of In
dia (FSSAT), Delhi Government,
Delhi Pollution Control Come-
mittes, Municipal Corporation
of Delhi, Delhi Development
Authority and Delhi Police,

The court emphasised the
e for conere b action and di
rected respondents o provide
details on the enforcement of
mlevant regulations, partieu-
lady Alreralt Rules, 1937, " Giv-
en the concer ns raized, replies
must not only address the alle
gations but also outline the
steps tnken to tackle the issoe,”
the bench sald, listing the mat
ter fix hearing on May 14

The plen demands stringent
measures against unauthor-
Ised ment shops and shaughter-
houses within a 10-Eilometer
radius of the 1G] Alrport. It
calls upon FESAT and the Delhi
Government to comduct rigor
ous inspections. collect sam
ples, and initiate legal action
against violators

It also urges the Delhi Polies
to register FIRs and launch In-
vestipations against slaughter
facilites operat ing legally

“The primary reason for oc-
currence of such incidents is
presence of slaughterhouses’

meat shops/dairy frms and
environmental pollution
around 1G] Alrport... Alreralt
Rules, 1837, and the Bharativa
Vayuvan Vidheyak, 2024 pro
hibit slaughter of animal or
dispasal of any garbage related
thereto, likely to attract bimnds/
animals, within a radias of 10
km from the aerodrome refer-
ence point,” the plea rewd.

It further said a contraven
tiom of the said Rule constitutes
cognizable penal offence.
“While the respondents have
acknowledged the sald slx caus
&5 have Increased BASH (Bird/
Wildlife Aircraft Strike Haz
ard) aceldents, no effective
measures steps have been tak-
en by the respondents to curb
the menace,” the plea alleged,

Highlighting the broader im-
plications. the petition under
scores the catastrophle conse
quences 4 hind strike can have

not just for aircraft and pas
senger safety, but alsn residents
of surrounding areas in the
eventof accident

“During S018-20:21, the total
number af bird strikes at 1GI
Ajrport, standing at 705 inei-
dents, oumnumbered combined
biird strikes incidents neported
across B airports in six difler-
ent States.” the plen states

The PIL also calls for imple
mentation of a Bird Avwidance
Model at [G] Alrport. stressing
the need for coomiinated set bon
through the Airfield Environ-
ment Managemont Comim ittee
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From smelly pootoa scorplon sting

B e — e e

sky: Unusual _

cases of pl anes

turning back
mid-flight

What happened

A Delhi-bound Air India

flight was forced to return to
Chicago’s O'Hare Airport after
five hours due to a ‘technical
snag. Passengers on board
the Chicago-to-Delhi flight
endured a 10-hour journey to
nowhere after all but one of its
toilets became clogged and
inoperable.

The flight - Air India Flight
126 - was flying over Greenland
on March 5 when 11 out of its
12 toilets stopped functioning.
The only working toilet was
in the business class section,
leaving nearly 300 passengers
with limited restroom access,
The New York Post reported.

This is not the first time when
a flight was returned soon
after takeoff. From an heiress
throwing a tantrum mid-air to
a pungent smell in the aircraft,
here are some of the bizarre
Incidents why flights were
forced to head back.

BA flight turned back

due to smelly poo

In March 2015, a British Airways
flight from Heathrow to Dubai
had to return shortly after
takeoff due to an unbearable
smell coming from one of the
toilets. Passenger Abhishek
Sachdev tweeted, "Insane. Our
BA flight to Dubai returned back

Delhi-bound Air India flight returns to Chicago's O’ Haxe A\
after 5 hours due to ‘technical snag

In-flight karaoke

In 2013, an American Airlines
flight from Los Angeles
to New York made an
unscheduled stop in

", Kansas City when a
passenger would not
stop singing Whitney
Houston's hit - | Will

Always Love You.

Maggots

raining down

In 2024, a Delta Airlines flight
\ from Amsterdam to Detroit
had to turn around mid-air
after maggots started falling
onto passengers from an
overhead compartment.
Passengers in economy class
complained as the insects
began dropping on them. It
was later discovered that a
passenger had stored rotting
fish in their carry-on luggage,
which had been placed in

the overhead bin. The plane
turned around an hour after
takeoff. Once it landed,

A passengers were de-boarded,
and the infested suitcase was
removed and destroyed.

!
k!

Passenger stung
——"" by a scorpion
H g : An Alaska Airlines flight f
Bird strike left a dentin an oAk o o
American Airlines plane

was forced to return
Last month, an American Airlines after uEGEEEnge[ was
aircraft bound for Dallas, Texas, had to 5“'"?3 ﬂ'?' ?ISF";%'_?;‘
turn back mid-flight after a bird strike "}:. ! '9 '#.". s
left a large dent in its nose. The plane, TS SRS
which had departed from Seattle- y stuteld th'ﬂt It h
Tacoma International Airport, landed MG VRO “E" t ?:I
safely back at the same airport. A photo o scurpmn gnt idrasod
of the damaged aircraft showed a deep -

indentation in the nose. The mfumous
nut rage incident
to Heathrow because of a smelly poo in the In 2018, a Korean Air heiress threw a
toilet.” Cabin crew were unable to resolve tantrum when a stewardess served her

the issue, and the smell became so macadamia nuts in a bag instead of @

overwhelming that the plane had to bowl on a Seoul-bound flight _
turn around near Brussels, landing from New York. She
back at Heathrow within 30 to 40 ordered the aircraft to
minutes. In a statement, British return to the gate so
Airways said, “A decision was the ﬂ'Qh} attendant
taken to return for the safety and responsible could
comfort of our customers on board. be removed from the

We're very sorry for the discomfort plane. Korean Air later
caused! issued an apology.
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TImay be fully operational from
April 16, T2 to be shut soon after

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Theexpanded Terminal 1(T1)
of Delhi Airport could finally start func-
tioning at 100% of its 4 crore passengers
annually (CPA) capacity from April 16,
and T2 could be shut forrepairsassoonas
the next day.

Sources said DIAL has informed Indi-
Go and SpiceJet — the two airlines opera-
ting from T2 —as their flights will be shif-
ted to the all-domestic T1. The final date is
subject to clearance from Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS).

“T2 apron needs to be strengthened
and the terminal spruced up. So, it will be
closed soon after T1is put touse fully. T2 is
likely to reopen in Aug-Sept after repairs
that are estimated to take about 4.5
months. Closer to the reopening, a call
will be taken on how to use T2 as its proxi-
mity to IGIA's only international termi-
nal, T3, means it should be used for better
domestic-to-international and vice-versa
transfer traffic,” said a source.

AirIndia Group and IndiGoare the In-
dian carriers with the maximum flights,
both domestic and international. With no
air train in sight even after years of plan-
ning, airlines have raised the issue of po-
or connectivity between the about 8km-
apart Tland T3/2asbeingan impediment
to smooth transfers. Accordingly, more
domestic flights of these airlines are lik-
ely tooperate from T2 when it reopens.

Currently, DIAL doesn’t haveany plan
toreconvert T2 to an international termi-
nal. This terminal could continue as it 1s
for three-four vears, said sources.

Currently, DIAL doesn’t have any
plan to reconvert Terminal 2 to an
international terminal. This
terminal could continue asitis
for three-four years, say sources.
IGIA’s Terminal 3 and expanded
Terminal 1 will together have a
capacity of almost 9.5 CPA

Greater Noida Airport, with a capaci-
tyof 1.2 CPA, isexpected to be operational
later this summer. IGIA's T3 and expan-
ded T1 will together have a capacity of al-
most 9.5 CPA. In 2024, IGIA saw 7.8 crore
flyers. Once Noida Airport gets ope-
rational, IGIA could see an impact on its
footfalls. The expanded 4 CPA T1 was in-
augurated last March, but a canopy of its
2010-era portion collapsed three months
later during monsoon, killing a person.
An expert panel formed by govt blamed
faulty design, poor construction and up-
keep for the tragedy. Following the collap-
se, T1 was shut fully and later a portion
was allowed to be used for a few flights. It
is only now that the expanded terminal
will be used fully.

“Govtwantstomake IGIA India’s first
hub. Air India and IndiGo are massively
expanding their international flights and
transfer traffic will grow. It is baffling
why DIAL has been so slow in improving
connectivity between T1and T2/3 by pro-
viding an air train. Passengers suffer as
they need totravel by buses between these
places,” said an airline official.
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Delhi residents to
get AC e-bus link to
Noida airport soon

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Residents of Delhi
are set to get convenient access
to Noida International Airport
(NIA)through AC electric buses.

Delhi govt and NIA on Tu-
esday signed a memorandum
of understanding (MolU) to
formalise the arrangement.
Transport minister Pankaj
Kumar Singh said the e-bus
service will operate from Sa-
rai Rohilla, Anand Vihar and
KamlaMarket. The frequency
and the routes will be decided
later, a seniorofficial said.

“The buses will not drop
passengers at a location near
the airport, but will go to the
airportterminal,” he added.

At present, Delhi Trans-
port Corporation (DTC) ope-
rates bus services to Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport.Italsomaintains bus
services between Delhi and
Noida across 12 routes, exten-
dingto Electronic City;

The administration plans
to introduce buses initially as
a trial run to assess daily pas-
senger traffic. More buses will
be added after one or two
monthsof evaluation. Women
can travel without charge
using ‘pink passes’ while men
may face a modest fare increa-
se. The authorities will finali-
se ticket prices shortly. Exis-
ting concessions for different-
ly-abled persons will remain
valid on the airport routes.

The service will
operate from three
Delhi locations:
Sarai Rohilla, Anand
Vihar and Kamla
Market. The
frequency and the
routes will

be decided later

The buses will be equipped
with air-conditioning, GPS, pa-
nic buttons and fire extinguis-
hers to ensure passenger safe-
ty. The transport department
will retire 200 ageing buses by
theend of themonth and incor-
porate 900 e-buses into the fleet.

Meanwhile, UP govt has
directed the NIA concessio-
naire to expedite work so that
domestic flight operations
can begin from May 15 and in-
ternational flights by June 25.
The directive was issued on
March 10 during a review me-
eting held by CM Yogi Aditya-
nath with stakeholders.

Currently, the airport is
running six months behind
schedule. Its original deadli-
ne was Sept 29, 2024, which
was revised to April 2025. Sin-
ce it's set to miss the April da-
te, officials said CM told them
tofollow the termsof the cont-
ract agreement on delay pe-
nalties and impose the stipu-
lated fine of Rs10lakh perday
on concessionaire YIAPL.

20 MARCH 2025
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‘Work on for
Jhalod airport’

tate civil aviation minister

Balvantsinh Rajput told the
assembly on Tuesday that work
was in progress for developing an
airport at Jhalod in Dahod district.
In response to a question by AAP
MLA Chaitar Vasava during
question hour, the minister said
no budgetary allocation was
made for the project in the past,
but work was ongoing, and the
state govt has not made provision
for any land acquisition for the
project. Rajput said the airport
will come up on govt land.
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Mumbai airport proposes user
devpt fee hike, fares may rise

Manjuvatimescfindiscom

Mt st PIAN: $329 UDF FOR MESTIC, 7650 INT'L FLYERS

bk arport s Ikely 10 oos ma-
e bn the comint months, The
abrport, in o proposal st 1o

What is User
Development Fee

the guvt, has sought the intm » UDF is typically
duction af a User Develog snbeded in sl
it Fes (UTHF) of Rs 2 for fichnt prices and
domestic embariing passens- collactid by silines
s For hternational pas- on Bhall of the
sengers, it haa sought an up- Bipoet and pemitted
ward movistan of the sxisting 1 e pperator
LTI v R 187 1o Hs ), S ————
Lilke taxes and fucl sur = Alrpor operaloe
chuirges, UDF is embedded in eollects LOF i fund
ihe-cost of analdine ticket In mainenance and
the past, when airports intro- | modemisation of
duced or hiked such fees, alrli. | Biport infrastructure
Tes huavo passed them downin | . 1 ingia, his fee
e passengnr The proposalse- i
nd £o the Adr port Econom e Re :ﬂmﬂu
gulatory Authority (AERA) Airerat Rubes. 1937
willl be taleer up for disoussion
&t a stakeholder consuliation | Iis rales for \
ek ing on March 25 A Ihmm . -
Mumbah  Dsermational | detesmi Meta Aul‘_ﬂn
Adrpart Lid (MIAL), in o penss Nirpiits ECnomic
statement, s3id it has attemg Evying an airpart.
ted 00 mitigsite the impect on Auathongy iopnasnk fou is 8
passergers by simultansously [AERA) COMITIN practice worowide,
elucng ailie landing and | established Faf insance. Singapan's
parking charges by about 35 in 2009 Changl Alrport charges an
pereent”, “This |n1|l|= ton i | o :mwm dw:u
expected 10 posktively impact v i & ¢ London's
airfares from Misnbi, enay | Smalle? o e, WOT wias PRDQUEIIN 0% | bsathrow Alrport has 2
ling airlines o manage rusts akports; miaistry iyl o e passEnger sorice charge:
o edTckenily and makndaln :;g‘;‘t::un&m Wlfﬂﬁmﬁ‘w Fanging from about #1,700
exange liine ticked prices.” ss- ki Alppcrts ey UOF o arsbuiing fyers tn 12,500, depending en the
il MIAL Whether allines ‘anrinal and destiration,
will pssa om the savimgs to the while Hong Kong cha
B TR b0 he s, = GARR-run Delhl, for instance, » Proposad UDF on smbarking an Alrport Canstruction
MIAL said it plns o has proposed  UDF levy for passengers |5 1835 in oM-peak e of 11,300—all from
“strengthen Mumbai's pun both departing and ariving = hours and £518 in prak < that
uurlnnumlllﬁnlm.muhnll s passengors l 0 c ingpassen | s Bt %
CHE Hhit et G208 i > Curenty, UDF at Delhi s it £140 In oft-peak ! ?
(e nrport will invest Fes 10,000 . ez for B nng;sst!wln Gk m?f'! markets have standardized,
crorelithecreationef srpory | SO E .: ml h ® framewarks for
Infrastructure and rocoer a » For international degariing pazsenger fees, which then
tostal rovemoe af B 760 cromn doputigpameners BCONOITY T35S PASSENDRS, [thas | are more tighily linked to
fram il expecied 22 millon = Deihi airport has proposed a proposed a fee of 7810 and TLAN | projects swch AS nEw ruy,
poamengers. muhmapﬂ:m m md-:lmr-rdmenuw for business class terminal building, eac. in kan
toabal ap chi i reve- 025 vl Mar W75 Inclia’s Parfismentary
i peenvery s MLAL et A BB MY BB | » For amvegccseormy dass mmm:.mmmm
. . passengars it s 1230 and for ’
The curment Yield Per Fas- o e — s clacs £SO (PAC) criticized the
songer (YFE) ol Mumbal airg- e ————————— | “mrhitrary" nature of UDF,
artstandsat {205 The propo. - (] - Fiod Seviafier rpaets uch t
sl sabemitiod o ARRA sima o Semiing i iy
- DFRERbOm | g R on it calculation,
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Inerense, in line with the con- [REESEGETS Now chamed as wel -
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imal 1, which handies 15 mil

dlkng capaciiy Mumbal airpo
s terminal 2, akng with Na-
vl Mumbsal Internnibonal Abr-
gy, e haechslod (o be operetio:
mnl laber this year will manage
the cagmeity gapereased by the

veniure commpary comprising
Adani roap (74% kel and
ihe govi-owned Airports Auth-
ity of fndia (6% ) In June
Inst year, MIAL submitted a
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‘City airportin
talks for lifting
hrly-flight cap’

New Delhi: Mumbai air-
port i= in talks with avia-
tion authorities to lift the
cap on hourly flight move-
ments, said sources,

Last Feb, the ministry of
civil aviation had capped
the peak hour flight mowve-
ments to ease the conges-
tion at the city airport, The
ministry asked the airport
operator to reduce their
fight operations from 46 to
44 per hour during “high in-
tensity runway operations”
or peak periods from 8am to
llam and 5pm to 8pm. For
non-peak hours, the reduc-
tion was from 44 to 42 air-
craft movements per hour
— Saurabh Sinha
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Spicejet promoter hikes

qhareholdmg to over 337%

'Gur Bureau
Mirw Delhi

Spicelet's promoter group
has hiked itz stake in the pas
senger carrier to 3347 per
cent from 29,11 per cent via
capital infugion — through
conversion of 13.14 crore
warrants into an equal mum-
ber of equity shares.
Through this, the airline’s
founder and promoter, Ajay
Singh, via Spice Healtheare
Private Ltd (2 promoter
group company), infosed
129409 crore as equity.
According to the airline,
the latest capital infusion un-
derscores  the  promoter
group’s unwavering confid-
ence in Spicelet’s long-term

o

Retisrm -19% T i3 &

Desz 15, 24 Mkar 19, 5

growth potential and stra-
besgric vision.

Besides, the fund infusion
marked the completion of an
overall T500 crore support
from Ajav Singh in equicy in
fusion.

“This investment will fur-
ther screngthen the com-
pany's financial  position,
drive growth, and enhance
our aperations,” said Ajay
Singh.
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VietJet flight service from
Hyderabad to Vietnam

Hyderabad:GMR Hyderabad
International Airport Ltd
(GHIAL) announced direct
flight services from Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport
(RGIA), Hyderabad to Tan Son
Nhat International Airport
in Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam
through VietJet. The new
service, with a flight time of
about 4 hours and 35
minutes, will operate twice a
week on Tuesday and
Saturday. our sureau
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[ndiGo plans toadd 14 destinations in FY26

Our Bureau
Mumbai

IndiGo expects low double
digit growth in passenger
rraffic as it plans 1o add 14
destinations in FY 26, the air-
line said iIn an iovestor
presentation.

In CY24, IndiGo Aew 113
million passengers, 4 growth
of 10 per cent on a year-on-
year basis,

IndiGo will be roceiving
its Airbus A321XLR aireraft

a ."Gﬂ £y

2

In CY2024, IndiGe flow
113 million passenpgers

in the coming fiscal, allowing
it to launch new routes in
Asiaand Europe.

These aircraft will be con
fipured with 12 husiness
class and 183 ¢conomy class
seats and have a Aying range
of 7.5-8.5 hours. IndiGao will
recruit around 3,000 em-
plovees in FY26 for its ex
pansion, it said.

SERVICES TO EUROPE

Currently, the airline has 439
aireraft in its fleet, which in-
cludes 33 aircraft under wet
lease. IndiGo is planning to
acquire three additional Roe-
ing 7475 on wet lease to ex-

pand its European opera
rions from the second half of
CY25 It plans to add new
destinations, such as Ams
terdam and Manchester.

ONE AIRCRAFT A WEEK
IndiGGo will induct one air-
craft every week and will fo-
cus on intermational expan-
sion for revenue
enhancement.

The carrier aims to have a
fleer of more than 600 plus
aircraft factoring for lease
returns by 2030,
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Domestic fight turns fatal

case of domestic violence
Awsullvd in the death of a
woman in Rachamanahalli
village of Anekal Taluk. The
victim, identified as Anita, was
allegedly beaten to death by
her husband, Babu, following a
heated argument over an alleged
extramarital affair.
According to sources, Anita
and Babu had been marnm.l for

seven years and had two chil-
dren, a son and a daughter. Ani-
ta, originally from a small market
area in Mysore, had left her mari-
tal home a month ago due to on-
going disputes. However, Babu’s
family recently convinced her to
return. Despite this, the couple
continued to argue frequently
over the same issue.

On the night of the inci-

dent, a quarrel escalated, leading
Babu to assault Anita before go-
ing to sleep When he woke up
at around 7 am, he discovered
that his wife had died. The inci-
dent was reported to the Attibele
Police Station, where a case has
been registered. Authorities vis-
ited the crime scene and have
launched an investigation into
the circumstances surrounding
Anita's death. Further legal ac-
tion is expected.
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TECH & TRADE PARTNERSHIP

Cape Townholds talkswith Air India fordirect flights fromecity

BENGALURU, DHNS

irect flights might soon con-
Dnr_'ct Indian cities, including

Bengaluru, with Cape Town
asadelegation from the South Af-
rican city explores a collaboration
with Tata Group-owned Air India to
boost tourism, trade, and business
partnerships.

Addressing the pressin a closed-
door interaction on Tuesday,
Alderman James Vos, Mayoral
Committee Member for Economic
Growth, stated that the delegation
will be engaging with the airline in
Mumbai to attract new investors
and tourists.

Mumbai and New Delhi are
also being considered as potential
locations for direct connections to
Cape Town, he said.

@)

Alderman James Vos

Over the next two days, the
delegation will meet tour operators
to promaote their Trusted Tour
Operators’ Scheme in [ndia, which
enables tourists to apply for visas
through registered operators.

On Monday, the delegation met

How it overcame
acute water crisis

The delegation also shared key
strategies that helped Cape Town
overcome its severe water crisis,
which peaked in 2017,

Measures include replacing
several hundred kilometres of
water pipelines, drilling aquifers,
undertaking desalination projects,
and expanding wastewater treat-
ment facilities to prevent future
shortages.

The povernment also partnered
with citizens to monitor water
usage, introducing a live dashboard
that allowed the public to track
water levels in real time.

Karnataka IT-BT Minister Priyank

Kharge to discuss marine manufac-

turing and technology, along with

potential collaborations in business
process outsourcing (BPO), finan-
cial services, and tourism.

Kharge proposed including Cape
Town as Bengaluru's partner in
the Global Innovation Programme
and praised the Bengaluru-based
company MoveInSync forits office
commute solutions, which are
being implemented in Cape Town.

The delegartion also visited
several Global Capability Centres
(GCCs) and tech parks in Bengalu-
ru to explore business oppor-
tunities. They noted that India
— particularly Bengaluru—isa
strategic choice to tap into the tech
ecosystem and the GCC presence
in the city to adopt growth strate-
gies for Cape Town.

“India’s dynamic BPO and tech
industries complement Cape

Town's strengths, and by joining
forces, we can unlock investment,
create jobs, and enhance trade and
tourism between our regions,” said
Vos.

He added that the delegation
is exploring a Memorandum of
Collaboration (MoC) between the
tWo governments.

“The energy, innovation, and
business opportunities in this city
are remarkable, and itis clear that
there is strong interest in strength-
ening ties,” he added.

Vos also highlighted that the
Cape Town government is looking
at various cities for a smart city ap-
proach to safety and mobility solu-
tions. This includes investments
in drone and CCTV surveillance,
renewable energy generation, and
an integrated transport system.
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PIETER ELBERS SPEAKS TO ET

Forum Gandhi &
Arindam Majumder

Mumbai | New Delhi: IndiGo, In-
dia’s largest airline, will launch
flights to unique global destina-
tions and connect more Indian citi-
es as part of its long-haul expan-
sion strategy, pitting it against Air
India and global rivals such as Emi-
rates, Etihad and Qatar Airways.
The airline, which will take deli-
very of its first Airbus A321XLR
aircraft in FY26, will fly to destina-
tions “where no other Indian carri-
ersfly to at this point of time,"” Indi-
Gochief executive officer (CEQ) Pi-
eter Elbers told ET in an interview.
IndiGo’s destinations could inclu-
de Athens, Rome, Venice, Seoul, To-
kyo and Bali, leveraging its ubiqui-
ty in India. As much as 90% of In-
dia's population is within 100 km of
an IndiGo flight, Elbers said.
“First, it will allow us tooperate to
destinations which we already ser-
ve today from particular places in
India, but not from other places,”
sald Dutchman Elbers, 54, formerly

CEOof KLM. “Then, we have a gre-
at opportunity to connect a whole
set of destinations in Europe and
Asia for Indian tourists or even In-
dian business or family travelers.”

Since Elbers joined IndiGo In
2022, the airline has doubled its in-
ternational destinations to 40. The
airline, which currently operates
28% of its international capacity,
will increase it to 40% by 2030. His
choiceas CEO was underpinned by
the long-term strategy of transfor-
ming the low-fare carrier with a
single-class configuration and two
main aircraft tyvpes (A320s and
ATR72s) into one with a more
diverse fleet, a wider overse-
as network and broader sea-
ting choices.

To be sure, IndiGo’s servi-
cesarestill relatively frugal.
Full-service rival Air India
offers hot food, alcohol and a
cabin with up to four classes
on a few of its routes,
especially the new
A350-900s it has.
Al's older planes,
which have decre-

pit interiors, are undergoing up-
grades. The Gulf carriers, besides
offering a full range of services, le-
verage their hub-and-spoke model
to pick up a big share of outbound
traffic. IndiGo’s A321XLRs will be
fitted with 197 seats, including 12
business class, less dense than the
airline’s other planes, allowing it to
fly to destinations within 8.5 hours
from Delhior Mumbai.

Industry sources said that the air-
line has an orderbook of around 70
XLR aircraft, which it can increase
infuture. It has also placed an order
for 30 Air-
bus A350
aircraft,
which will
join the fle-
etin FY28.

Elbers

Since Elbers
joined IndiGoin
2022, the
airline has
doubled its
international Jescribed
destinationsto 14iGo’s

40 internatio-
nal net-
work ex-
pansion
as a con-
tinuous

Plan to Fly Where no Indian Carrier
has Operations at Present: IndiGo CEQ

process, with India at its core. “I
put India in the centre of our ope-
ration,” he said. “From there, you
can expand the circle all the time,
almost like a balloon.” He added
that recent additions like Krabi in
Thailand and the Seychelles de-
monstrate this regional growth,
while the introduction of widebo-
dy aircraft will enable flights to
“Amsterdam and Manchester...
our first points in Europe”

In April last year, Elbers had said
87% of India's population was wit-
hin 100 km of IndiGo flights. Today;
“It'ssub-90-ish %."

Despite IndiGo now servicing 91
destinations, some airports are
still at a distance from sections of
the population, hence the number
is stable.,

“That will keep creeping up, so
we've pretty much covered the enti-
re country,” he said.

IndiGo has an order book of 1,000
aircraft, including 40 A321s. “Aro-
und 8-10% of thefleet will be premi-
um-configured planes—about 40
aircraft out of a projected 400-
plus,” he said.
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IndiGo Parent may Replace
Hero Moto in lety Nuvama

MUMBAI Nuvama Alter-
native sees a ‘high chan-
ce’ of InterGlobe Avia-
tion being included in
the Nifty on NSE's index
rejig. The brokerage sa-
1d IndiGo’s parent com-
pany could take the pla-
ce of Hero MotoCorp.
“We believe the stock
should continue to do
well and can slowly head
towards %¥5,600-5,700,"
said Abhilash Pagaria,
head of alternative and
quantitative research,
Nuvama Alternative.
InterGlobe shares gained 3.5% to close at ¥4,978 on
Wednesday after the company guided for strong fo-
urth-quarterresults at its analyst meet. — Our Bureau
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Plans to increase aircraft fleet from current 437 to over 600 by 2030

IndiGo looks to spread wings, eyes
40% international capacity

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, March 19

INDIGO PLANS TO signifi-
cantly expandits international
footprint, with an aim to
increase the share of seats
allocated for overseasflights
to 40% by FY30, up
from the current 2 8%.
The move is part of a
broader strategy to
secure alargershare
of India’s international avia-
tionmarket,where itcurrently
holdsa 19% share.

The carrier, which outlined
its growth plans in an investor
presentation filed with the
stock exchanges on Wednes-
day, said that international
expansion will be its key focus
area. Theno-frills airline, which
has already doubled its inter-
nationalcapacity share overthe
past sevenyears, expects tofur-
ther boostits presence through
fleat expansion, route addi-

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

FLIGHT PLAN | witplons | ®Aiine expects
5 add early double-digit
vaiGo 1 - around gruwth in FY24
1L|- mAlso plans to
add over 3,000
new employees to
destinations | workforce
in FY24 -  a—
“"”-”"mali .

A N

PIETER ELBERS
CED, INDIGO

There is a great

opportunity

to address

the global

4 market
with our

- planes

tions, and the introd uction of
premium seating options.

The carrier’s ambitious
road map includes increasing
its aircraft fleet to over 600 by
2030 fromthe current 4 37.1t
anticipates receiving more
than one new aircraft per
week in FY2 6, supporting its
goal of meeting growing
demand in both domestic
and international markets.
IndiGo expects to carry 118

Thu, 28 March 2825

million passengers in FY25,
with early double-digit
growth projected for FY 26.
Pieter FElbers, CEQ of
IndiGo, said the international
air travel from India has long
been dominated by non-
Indian airlines."There isa great
opportunity to address that
market with our planes,” he
said, signalling the company's
intent to become a major
player inthe long-haul space.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/77@12349

The airline plans to intro-
duce new routes across Asia
and Europe, leveraging its
upcoming Airbus A321XLR
aircraft, which is expected to
jointhe fleet this year.

IndiGo recently took a
major step towards long-haul
expansion by leasing a Boeing
787-9 Dreamlinerfrom Norse
Atlantic Airways.

Continued on Page 7

- i

IndiGo to spread wings

ADDITIONALLY, THECARRIER atms
to introduce business class seats on
selectAirbus A 321X Rand A350air
crat tto catertothe i g ngdemand for
premiumtravel The decision foll ows
Inditso’s successiul launch of busi-
ness class seats on domestic routes
lastyear,

Inditzo's aggressive expansion
comes as domesstic airlines scramble

to keep pace with surging air travel
demand amid ongoing aircraft sup-
ply constraints. The airline, which
already commandsnearly 608 of the
domestic market, plans to add
around 14 newdestinationsinFY26
o further strengthen its network,

As part ofit s eoader prowth steat-
egy, IndiGo also plans to expand its
waorkfore by over 3,000 employess,

signaling confidence in thepost-pan

demicrecoveryof theaviation mdus-
try. Domestic air travel market is
poised for significant growth, with
passengernumbes expected to dou-
ble from 25 2 million to 510million
by 2030, according to IndiGo's esti-
mates On Wednesday, shares of
IndiGa, which runs IndiGao, closed
3.54% up at ¥4,978.15 on the BSE.
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IndiGo has great
opportunity to address

long haul market: CEO

PTI

HEW DELHI
e

With internationalisation as a
leey focus area, IndiGo chief
Fieter Elbers on Tuesday said
the airline has a great oppor-
ity toaddressthe long haul
flight services market from
India

IndiGo, which has more
than 400 planes in its fleet, is
mking wide-body Boeing 787
aircraft on damp lease and is
set to start services to
Amsterdam and Manchester
later this vear,

“International air travel in
India probably for quitea long
time was wvery much taken
care of by non Indian air
lines... there is a great oppor-

. s

tunity to address that market
(long haul) with our planes,”
Elbers said.

Generally, long haul flights
are those having a duration of
maore than nine hours.

The airline expects to take
delivery of long range A321
XLR planes this year and
wide-body A350 aircraft in
2027,

Speaking at the Skift India
Forum, he also said that its
arder book for aircraft is an
“incredible asset”.
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Air India expects to complete refit of
wide body planes by mid 2027: CEO’

PTI1
GURLIGRAM
bttty

Air  India, which has
embarked on a transforma-
tion path, expects to complete
the upgradation of all legacy
wide body aircraft by mid
2027, its chief Campbell
Wilson said on Tuesday and
mentioned that the aviation
market worldwide is likely to
remain “supply constrained”
for another four to five vears.

The Air India CED and MD
also said the repainting and
refurbishing of Vistara air
craft is expected to be com-
pleted in one-and-a-half
vears.

*\'h-rr-'-"

i e, iR

Full service carrier Vistara
was merged with Air India
last vear,

Asserting that refit of air-
craftis the number one prior-
ity for the airline, Wilson said
refit of the legacy Boeing 777
planes was supposed to start
last year but there were seat
supply issues. "We are now
pulling these aireraft through
heavy refresh programme.”
"By early mid 2027, all of the

legacy wide body aircraft will
be upgraded.. still slower
than we would have liked”
Wilson said and pointed out
that there are supply chain
constraints as well as chal-
lenges with respect to the
number of aircraft that can be
taken out of service at any
point of time.

Meamwhile, Air India plans
to have first class cabin in
some of the new aircraft in the
coming years, with Wilson
saying, “we do see a place for
first class... and it is work in
progress”.

At present, some of the leg-
acy B777 planes of Air India
have first class cabins.
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IndiGo to get A321
XLRs from FY2026

Jagriti Chandra laved due to certification
NEW DELHI issies fced by Airbus.

Following a delay, IndiGo
will receive its A321 XLRsin
the financial year 2026, ac:
cording to IndiGo CEO Pie-
ter Elbers

The exact number of the
planes to be delivered is
still under diseussion with
Airbus, he told The Hindu.

The airline has 59 A321

XLRs on order, a part of

300 A320 neo family air-
craft ordered in 2015, The
XLRs provide extended
range capahilities, making
them the longest-range sin-
gle-aisle aircraft,

They were previously
expected to join IndiGo's
fleet in financial year 2024
2025 but the aircraft'’s en-
try into service was de-

The airline is marking its
foray into non-stop flights
to Europe from July with
services to Manchester and
Amsterdam. The airline
will use Boeing 787-95 wet
leased from Norse Atlantic
till its own widebody Air-
bus A3508, ordered last
May, start to join the feet
from mid 2027,

Mr. Elbers mentioned
Athens and Geneva in Eu-
rope as a set of possible
destinations that XLR can
help the airline connect,
along with other destina-
tions like Denpasar in In-
donesia, which is connect-
e with Bengaluru but not
with Delhi becanse ol
range restrictions of the
AJ20 neo, the airline uses.
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BY 2028-END

Air India, Air New Zealand
want to launch direct flights

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MEW DELHI, MARCH 1

INDIA AND Mew Zealand could
s direct air connectivity wathin
the next three years as Air India
and Alr New Zealand vill explore
the introduction of a direct serv-
ice by the end of 2028 as partof an
agreement between the bwo air-
lines to boost connectivity be-
tween the two countries. AkrIndia
and Air New Zealand haveinked a
memorandum of understanding
[MolJ) o establish a new code-
share partnership along with ex-
ploring direct Mights between
India and New Zealand
Currently there s no direct
flight service between the two
countries and fvers have to tran-
sit via airports in Southeast Asia

and Australia with an overall
traveldurationof around 17 hours
or more The bwo aifdines—both
membersof the Star Allance—see
significant dermand potential for
travel between India and New
Zealand for iounsm, rade, anded-
ucation, New Zealand also has a
sizable ndian population and
peo pie of Indian ongin form the
third-Largest ethine group in that
country,

"The Moll includes the estal-
lshmentala new cod eshare part-
nership on 16 routes between
India, Singapore, Australia, and
Mew Zealand conferring traveliers
more chotce and corvenient ac-
cess between the Do countries
— e wo arlines sad ina joint
relese after the Mol was inked
inMumbai FULLREPORTON

Mhuﬁmucpwssmm
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IndiGo set toraise
international seats

numberofseats it allocates for international

flights by fiscal vear 2030 to secure greater
marketshare, it said on Wednesday,

The no-frills airline expects to increase its
international capacity share, or the proportion
ofits total available seat kilometers for
international routes, to 0% from 28%,
currently, it said in an investor presentation.

The airline reached its current capacity share
inseven vears, from 14%in fiscal vear 2018,

Theairline currently flies to 40 international
destinations, and has about 19% share of India’s
international flight market, according tothe
latest data from the country’s aviation regulator.
Shares of the company were up4.2% following
the announcement.

The firm had in January said it plans to boost
itsinternational operations, which currently
account forabout 10% of revenue. REUTERS

I ndiGo plans to significantly increase the
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Air India expects to complete refit of wide body
planes by mid 2027, says CEO Campbell Wilson

GURUGRAM: Air India, which
has embarked on a transforma-
tion path, expects to complete
the upgradation of all legacy
wide body aircraft by mid 2027,
its chief Campbell Wilson said
on Tuesday and mentioned that
the aviation market worldwide
is likely to remain “supply con-
strained” for another four to
five years.

He also said the repaint-
ing and refurbishing of Vistara
aircraft is expected to be com-
pleted in one-and-a-half years.
Full service carrier Vistara was
merged with Air India last year.

Asserting that refit of air-
craft is the number one prior-
ity for the airline, Wilson said
refit of the legacy Boeing 777
Flmes was supposed to start

t year but there were seat sup-
ply issues. “We are now pulling
these aircraft through heavy
refresh programme.” “By early

‘Repainting and
refurbishing of
Vistara planes

is likely to be
completed in one-
and-a-half years'

mid 2027, all of the legacy wide
body aircraft will be upgraded...
still slower than we would have
liked,” Wilson said and pointed
out that there are supply chain

constraints as well as challenges
with respect to the number of
aircraft that can be taken out
of service at any point of time.

Meanwhile, Air India plans
to have first class cabin in some
of the new aircraft in the coming
vears, with Wilson saying, “we
doseea place for first class... and
it is work in progress”. At pres-
ent, some oFﬂm legacy B777
planes of Air India have first
class cabins.

“First class is actually less
profitable product than busi-
ness class... We are obviously
positioning ourselves as a Tier
1 airline,” he said while speaking
at the Skift India Forum here.

Skift is a travel industry
intelligence platform. Since
Tata Group started pilotin
Air India, the airline has place
orders for 570 new aircraft.

While talking about the sup-
ply situation, the airline chief

said there are pinch points
everywhere such as there are
no engines for some narrow
body aircraft, there are issues
with seat squhers as well as
availability of components and
parts of fuselage. “Reality is that
it is going to remain a supply-
constrained market, not just for
Air India, India, (I am) talking
about worldwide... for another
4-5 years,” Wilson said.

Air India expects to refit all
of the 27 A320 neo aircraft by
the third quarter of this year.

Under the $400 million ret-
rofit programme for narrow
body and wide body planes, the
first retrofitted A320 neo plane
is back in operations. The retro-
fit schedule will see more legacy
aircraft, including 40 wide body
B787 and B777 planes, under-
going makeover with the first
B787 flying out for retrofit next
month, the airline said. Ll
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Alert on global aircraft shortage

New Delhi: Air India CEO
Campbell Wilson on Tuesday
said the global aircraft short-
age hampering alrline growth
will persist for four to five
yvears as supply snags hobble
production at jetmakers Boe-
ingand Airbus.

Speaking at an event or-
ganised by travel news web-
site Skift. Wilson said he sees
pinch points in the supply of
narrowbady jet engines, busi-
ness and first class seats, and
some elements of alreraflt fu-
selnges.

Air India is In the midst
of an ambitious turnaround
strategy two vears after the
Tata group took contral of the
airline, bul its restructuring
efforts have been complicated
by jet delivery delays.

Campbel]l Wilson

These setbacks have forced
the airline to operate older jets
longer than planned, increas-
ing maintenance costs and
slowing its modernisation and
expansion drive.

When asked about how Alr
India plans to navigate delays,
Wilson told reporters: “There
is not a lot we can do, We are
victims of circumstance, as is
every other airline.”

“Il’ you are capacity con-
stradned, vou need to be a Little
bit more ruthless with respect
to where you deploy alreraft
to maximise the return,” he
added. “Tt means you can’t ex-
pand to places yvou would oth-
erwise like to expand.”

The competition among
airlines to lease aircraft and
the different configurations
aviilable make leasing aircraft
challenging, Wilson added.

In 2023, as a part of the
multi-billion-dollar revamp,
Alr India ordered 470 jets from
Alrbus and Boelng, Including
10 of the US planemaker's
much-delayed 777X aircraft
and 190 Boelng 737 MAX jets.

Late last yvear, the airline or-
deved 100 more Alrbus alrcrafl,

When asked about deliv-

ery timelines for 777X, Wilson
sald, *Who knows™, His com-
ment underlined uncertainty
among alrlines that have o
dered the jet that is considered
a successor to Boeing's 777,
one of the most commercially
successiul long-haul aidiners,
Last month, Wilson told
Reuters that Air India was
holding off on exercising its
outstanding options to buy
additiona)l Boeing jets until the
plane maker cleared its back-
log. Boeing is recovering fromn
a near t(wo-month crippling
worker strike last yvear. The
plane maker cannot produce
morethan 38 737 MAX alreraft
per month because of a capset
by the US Federal Aviation Ad-

minkstration
Routas



AIRPORT

e

SAUTHORITY

F=rs

OF

Corporate Communications Directorate

INDILA

THE TIMES OF INDIA

CHENNAT

15 MARCH 2025

Pilot with HIV to challenge DGCA rider
on experienced hand beside him in cockpit

Rosy Sequeira |

Mumbai: A US-trained com-
mercial pilot with HIV on Tues-
day told Bombay high court
that regulator Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation's (DGCA)
certification deeming him fit
to fly as a commander but only
with a more experienced pilot
beside him was “discriminato-
s

He now plans to file a fresh
petition challenging the rider
on his licence only because of
his HIV status.

“If the petitioner has any
grievance of the subsequent de-
velopments and the fresh certi-
fication ... it is for the petitioner
to challenge the same as may be
permitted in law,” said Justices
Girish Kulkarni and Advait
Sethna. They allowed him to

withdraw his petition with lib-
erty to challenge DGCA's fresh
certification.

The pilot filed the petition
last vear through his father In
July 2021, a medical test deemed
him fit toserve as a pilot in com-
mand. He had cleared DGCA ex-
ams to become a civil comimer-
cial pilot. In Oct 2021, he was in-
formed of the HIV diagnosis
and issued a ‘temporary unfit
forflying’ medical certificate. In
Dec 2021, DGCA informed him
he was ‘permanently unfit for
flving’ as a pilot in command.
On appeal, in May 2022, DGCA
deemed him ‘fit for flying as P2
(co-pilot) only’ Thereafter; he
left for the US.

DGCAs Dec 18 reply said
the petitioner is on anti-reiro-
viral therapy (ART), includ-
ing medicines which have sev-

eral adverse effects, Itcited the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation’s Manualof Civ-
il Aviation Medicine on the
risk of progression of the dis-
ease after commencing ART
“Considering repercussions
of disease progress, unpre-
dictable side effects of ART,
and frequent monitoring con-
straints, an aeromedical dis-
position is made declaring
him fit to fly as pilot in com-
mand with gualified experi-
enced pilot,” it stated.

DGCAS advocate Pivush
Shah said the petitioner ap-
plied for medical certificate
and " inrespect of that we have
allowed him as pilot in com-
mand™ rostered along with a
more experienced pilot, The
pilot’s advocates, Bhoomika
Vyas and Sangram Chinappa,

said il he required a pilot with
maore flying hours to be along-
side, no one would hire him.
“This would render him un-
employable,” said Vvas, add-
ing, “similarly placed per-
song, who do not have HIV"
face no such rider on their 1i-
cence. Further, such a provi-
sionwould lesve him unahbleto
apply asan instructor foreven
fly small planes operated by a
single pilot.

To the judges’ query, Vvas
said her client has now return-
ed from the US, The judges
said the petitioner’s grievance
that the DGCA was not consid-
ering him because of his sta-
tus as an HIV+ person “in our
opinion, would stand re-
dressed.” For any other griev-
ance, he must file a fresh pet-
ition *makingout a case.™



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

MUMBAT

19 MARCH 2025

Pilot with HIV to challenge
DGCA rider on certification

Rusy Sequadra | e
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