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Land acquisition starts for Saharsa
airport expansion & modernisation

Aditya Nath Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

SAHARSA: The Saharsa district
administration has started the
land acquisition process for the
expansion and modernisation
of the Saharsa airport and the
process is likely to be com-
pleted within a few weeks.
“After assessing the value of
the land, land owners will be
given adequate compensation,”
said a highly placed source in
the government. He added that
soon after acquisition, the land
would be handed over to the
Airport Authority of India

(AAI) to carry out the work for
runway expansion.

The airport has a 900-metre
runway, which is to be
expanded to 1,200 metres to
facilitate smooth landing and
take-off of 19-seater aircraft.

The AAI had put a poston X
(previously tweeter) in July last
year in which Saharsa airport
was shown as the centre of
regional development facilitat-
ing trade and commerce in
Supaul, Madhepura, Khagaria
besides Saharsa, hoping the
airport would give a boost to
‘Pilgrimage and Tourism'.

Madhepura MP Dinesh

THE RUNWAY
EXPANSION AIMS
TO MAKE THE
AIRPORT
OPERATIONAL FOR
REGIONAL
CONNECTIVITY IN
THE KOSI REGION

Chandra Yadav has been rais-
ing the issue forcefully. “Given
the importance of the pilgrim-
age, especially the historical
Ugratara Mandir of Mahishi,”
the MP said.

The Bihar government
approved and initiated the
release of funds #147.76 crore
for the acquisition of 12.50
acres (approx) land in this
vear's budget (2026-27) while
reiterating the government's
commitment to develop
regional connectivity under the
UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam Naa-
grik), enabling 19-seater air-
craft operations.

The runway expansion aims
to make the airport operational
for regional connectivity in
Kosi region covering four dis-
tricts- Madhepura, Supaul,
Saharsa and Khagaria.
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Airport pickup rules ease,

yet high fares pinch travellers
%,

Prices have soared over past
two months, say passengers

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

r I Nrips from the Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port (KIA) have become

costlier, commuters say, with
airportauthorised aggregator
platforms charging higher
fares than other ride-hailing
services.

While kerbside access has
improved and early issues
with the new pickup rules
have eased, returning to the
city remains a hurdle, passen-
gerstold DH. Theysaid autho-
rised aggregators suchas Ola,
Uber, Quick Ride, WTI Cabs
and Mega Cabswere charging
higher fares than other plat-
forms.

“Asa family of four, we were
looking to book an SUV cab to
our homeinJP Nagar,"Naveen
Kumar, 56, a passenger, said.

“Since the closest options
were Uber Black and Ola, we
automatically chose Ola, aswe
did not want any luxury ser-
vice. To our surprise, the price
for an SUV cab on Ola was Rs
2,227, and the Uber Black was
around Rs 2,000, In compari-
son, Namma Yatriwasoffering
acabat Rs 1,750, which is the
usual cost,”he added.

Passengers also said prices
have soared over the past two
months.

Areality check by DH found
airport authorised aggrega-
tors such as Ola, Uber and
Quick Ride charged fares at

Cornnwters sayalrporl authorised aggregator platforms are
charging higher fares than other ride-hailing services. pHFILE

least 20 per cent higher than
platforms such as Namma
Yatri and Rapido, especially
during the evening peak hour.
Neither Ola nor Uber offer
non-AC cabs at the airport.

On Tuesday evening, areg-
ular cab from the airport to
Indiranagar was priced at Rs
914 onUber,Rs 836 on Ola, Rs
759 on Rapido,and Rs 774 on
Namma Yatri.

A sedan to MG Road was
priced at Rs 940 on Uber, Rs

887 on Ola, Rs7850n Namma
Yatri, and Rs 809 on Rapi-
do. Quick Ride, which offers
premium electric vehicles,
charged Rs 1,418 to MG Road
and Rs 1,301 to Indiranagar.
Similarly, on Monday eve-
ning, Ola displayed a fare of
Rs 850 for aregular cabto RT
Nagar, while Uber displaved
Rs 848, and Rapido Rs 652.
Quick Ride, WTI Cabs and
Mega Cabs offered fares be-
tween Rs 1,121 and Rs 2,901

A reality check by DH
found airport authorised
aggregators such as
Ola, Uber and Quick
Ride charged fares at
least 20 per cent higher
than platforms such
as Namma Yatri and
Rapido, especially during
the evening peak hour.
Neither Ola nor Uber offer
non-AC cabs at
the airport.

forasedan.

An Uberspokesperson said
the pricingis based ondemand
and supply.

“There has been nochange
in Uber's pricing structure for
airport pickups. Pricing is a
funection of demand and sup-
ply, and as one of the many
players operating at the air-
port, we strive to offer com-
petitive prices,” they said.

Oladid notrespond to DHS
queries.
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From expressways to airports, Maha
outlines integrated infra push

SOHIMI DAS
Mumbai, 18 February

At the Mumbai Global Economic Coopet-
ation (GEC) Summit 2026, Maharashira's
infrastructure agencies explained plans for
the state’s economic growth. The focus
shifted from individual projectsto an inte-
grated network of roads, airports and
industrial zones to anchor the state’s long-
term economic activity.

The Maharashtra State Road Develop-
ment Corporation (MSRDC) is anchoring
development along the Samruddhi
Mahamarg through indusirial and logis-
tics nodes at key interchanges, while
planning hundreds of square kilometres
near Mumbai, Vadhavan, and the new
Navi Mumbai International airport to
support freight, small businesses and
manufacturing.

The City and Indusrrial Development
Corporation (CIDCO) is scaling up Navi
Mumbai, focusing on expanded cargo and
mubtimodal connectivity, accelerated devel-
opment ofthe inner city and Education City,
and aviation-led commercial zones.

The Maharashira Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation {MIDC) ks advancing the
next phase of industrialisation through the
Mumbai-Pune industrial corridor, new

cluster-based industrial estates, and PPP-
driven manufacturing hubs integrated with
improved road and port infrastructure.
The Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Anthority (MMEDA) is work-
ing to connect the region with a 337-km
meetronetwork, the Alibaug-Virarmultimo-

authority for 15 of the nodes. It plans
development work across more than 7.000
50 km, including large areas in MME and
Vadhavan.

Vijay Singhal, managing directorof City
and Industrial Development Corporationof
Maharashira (CIDCO), said the state

dal corridor and bullet train

accounts for about 15 per

connectivity. All thatwhile THE STATE'S ROAD cent of India’s exports and
unlocking new growth DEVELOPMENT BODY industrial output, 31 per
areas under Mumbal 3.0 1S ANCHORING centof forelon direct invest-
and 4.0 — work that is DEVELOPMENT ALONG ment, and neatly 7o per
expected to create jobsand THE SAMRLUDDHI cent of the country’s data
investments, MAHAMARG THROUGH centre capacity. CIDCO's

The Maharashira State |NDUSTRIAL AND most visible project, the
Road Development Cor- LOGISTICS NODES AT Navi Mumbai International
poration{MSRDC)belisves KEY INTERCHAMGES Alrport, underlines the pace
highways are nstruments of execution.

of economic growth. Anilkumar Gaikwad,
managing director of MSRDC, said the cor-
poration was set up in 1996 to build major
roads but its work has expanded signifi-
cantly. From early landmarks such as the
Mumbai-Pune Expressway and the
Bandra—Worli Sea Link, the focus has
shifted tostatewide connectivity. Referring
o the 701-kan Hindu Hridaysameat Balasa-
heb Thackeray Maharashira Samroddhi
Mahamarg, Gaikwad said: "There are 26
interchanges ... each covers about 8000
hectares”™ MSRDC will be the planning

"When we announced a vear before
that it [the airport] will be completad In
eight months, nobody could believe it”
Singhal said. The airport started oper-
ations in December 2025 and has already
attracted major cargo investments, includ-
ing a Rs 25 000 crore FedEx hub, It will
begin international operations soon. Navi
Mumbai has two runways, four terminals
and annual capacity of 90 million passen-
gers, putting Maharashira’s capital among
a clutch of global cities with two interna-
tional airports.
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Cocaine worth Rs 23.88 cr seized
at Bengaluru Airport

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Nar-
cotics Control Bureau (NCB)
on Wednesday seized 4.7 kg
of cocaine worth Rs 23.88
crore froma Brazilian nation-
al atthe Bengaluru Airport.

The NCB said the suspect
hasbeen secured for detailed
questioning to ascertain the
source, destination, and wid-
er conspiracy involved in the
trafficking attempt.

The suspecthad chemically
infused the cocaine in fabrics
to try and evade the authori-
ties, officials said.

The operation was execut-
ed by the NCB's Bengaluru

Zonal Unit in the early hours
of February 17,

“The accused travelled
from Sdo Paulo in Brazil to
Doha, Qatar, and subsequent-
ly boarded a flight to Bengal-
urw,” an NCB statement said.

“During examination of
his checked-in baggage at
theairport, officers recovered
four ladies’ handbags that
had been specially modified
with concealed bottom com-
partments and sides. These
cavities were found to con-
tain multiple pieces of fabric
chemically infused with co-
caine,” the statement added.
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FedEx to pump %2,500cr, build
automated cargo hub at NMIA

Groundbreaking event graced by CM, Adani Airport
Holdings head Jeet Adani, FedEx CEO R Subramaniam

Dhairya Gajara

MUMERS]
—

FedEx on Wednesday com-
menced the construction of a
fully-automatic air carge hub
at the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA)s
cargo terminal — the first such
facility of the global logistics
giant in India According to
sources, the hub will be ready
for operations in the next two
vears. The groundbreaking
ceremony was helmed by CM
Devendra Fadnavis along with
Adanl Airport Holdings Lid §
director Jeet Adani, and FedEx

president and CEOQ Raj
Subramaniam
Spanning across 3 lakh sq ft,

it will be developed with
FedEx’s long-term investrnent
of Rs2500 crore and is
expected to serve as a regional
gateway connecting India with
Southeast Asia, West Asia
Ewrope and the US. It is
expected to create more than
6,000 direct and indirect jobs
across logistics, warehousing,
transportation and allied ser-
vices,

The hi-tech facilicy will be
equipped with advanced auto-
mated sorting systems, dinen-
sional scanning, high-speed
screening  technology  and
dedicated aircraft parking
bays to enable simultaneous
processing of inbound and
outhbound shipments.

The development came
amid the plans o emporarily
shut down cargo operations at
the Mumbai international air-
port from August to make way
for airside developments. The
NMIA plans to dedicate 20 hec-
tares to cargo faciliies, which
will include 10 freighter stands
and an automated ternmingl to
fulfil its aim of handling 3.25

Graphic: N

¢ = Advanced automated sorting systema
e | = Dimaainnal scaninsg
3 P oo High-apeda soraaning tech

* Dechontod alrcrart parking bays

outbound shipments

million metric tonnes of cargo
anrrually:

Hailing the development as
anew chapter in the history of
Ingistics in India, Fadnavissaid,
“Amid the recalibration of glo-
bal supply chain, when FedEx
decided to invest in a cargo
hub at Mumbai, it shows how
India as well as Maharashira,
which accounts for 20% of the
country's manifacuring,
matter when it comes to
rade” He added that the
Mumbal Metropolitan Region
will play a major role in achiev-
ing India’s dream of a $5 wil-
lion economy by 2046, with the
NMIA and FedEx being one of
the biggest contributors.

The  plane  carrying
Subramaniam, an alumnus of
IT-B, became the first FedEx
jet to land at the new airport
“For FedEx, it is more than
starting & new facility, it
reflects how Indiaisevolving in
a way It connects to global
markets and how logistics is
becoming a strategic enabler

= Bimultanscus processing af mbound

= BENEFITS

= Enhanced routing n.mhlulv.i
trandt trss pradictabilivy

= A booat for Urme-santve
anctor like alectionics,
phiarma ond porishablog

of trade and growth” He con-
tinued, “India has wimessed
histeric growthin supply chain
diversification. We do not see
this as a temporary rend but
as 2 long-term shift as the
world re-globalises; which is
why our investments here are
also focused on the long term”

Pointing out the airport's
globally rare combination of
sea to port proximity, air con-
nectivity and  purpose-budlt
cargo  Infrastructure, Adani
sald, “This facility will
strengthen Indias trade eco-
system by accelerating goods
movement and connecting our
exporters and  businesses
more directly across markets
in South Asia, Furope and the

LS
FedEx is one of the biggest
global freighter operators

covering approx 650 airports
with around 700 cargo air-
crafis, From India, it serves
across 65 countries across the
Middle Enst, Indian subcont-
nent and Africa,
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Navi Mumbai airport told
to grant access to telcos

Jatin Grover
Jatingrover@|lvemint.com

NEW DELHI: The department of
telecommunications (DoT) has
stepped in to solve the network
crisis at Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMILA), asking
operator Adani Group to allow
telecom companies to deploy
network at the airport in
accordance with the law.

In a 16 February letter to
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd, the
DoT said NMIA gualifies as a
“public entity” under the Tele-
com Act, 2023, and, therefore,
must allow carriers to deploy
the network.

The intervention from the tel-
ecom department has come ata
time when passengers at the air-
port have been complaining
about the absence of mobile
network from private telecom
operators. Telcos alleged that
the airport operator asked them
to utilise its own exclusive
in-building telecom network at
unreasonably high charges.

Telecom operators, repre-
sented by the Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI), had
sought the government's and
the telecom regulator's inter-
vention to resolve the issue,
alleging that NMIA quoted
“exorbitantly” high charges for
laying mobile infrastructure
inside the airport.

According to operators,
NMIA sought about 392 lakh a
month per operator, or ¥44.16
crore annually for four opera-
tors to deploy their network
infrastructure and provide
mobile connectivity. Telecom

Flyers reported lack of mobile -
connectivity by private telcos
inside the airport. FTI

Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) is also examining the
pricing concerns faced by tele-
com companies at the Navi
Mumbai airport.

The airport had proposed
reduced charges in line with
pricing at Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (MIAL), which is
about 40 lakh per month.
However, operators did not
accept the proposal, arguing
that the charges were not rea-
sonable given the airport’s foot-
fall, said a telecom executive. At
some other major airports, such
as Delhi, operators pay around
%10-12 lakh per month.

Beyond pricing, telecom
operators alleged they were
denied RoW permissions for
installing telecom infrastruc-
ture at the airport. NMIA, how-
ever, has said that RoW has
never been denied to any tele-
com service provider.

DoT has asked the Adani
Group to process right of way
(RoW) applications of telecom

operators in a fair, non-discrim-
inatory and transparent manner
to facilitate the establishment of
necessary telecom infrastruc-
fure.

“..you are requested to
ensure compliance with the
provisions of the Telecommuni-
cations Act, 2023 and the Tele-
communications (Right of Way)
Rules, 2024, while processing
applications for grant of RoW
permissions within your prem-
ises, and to take necessary
action to facilitate establish-
ment of telecom infrastructure
in accordance with the statutory
framework,” DoT said in a letter
to Adani Airport Holdings CEOQ
Arun Bansal. Mint has seen a
copy of the letter.

Queries to Adani Group and
DoT remained unanswered till
press time.

To be sure, NMIA has
deployed its own in-building
solution as a neutral-host
mobile network, allowing tele-
com operators to offer coverage
through the airport’s indoor
network instead of installing
separate equipment.

Under the Telecommunica-
tions Act, 2023 and the Telecom
Right of Way (RoW) Rules,
licensed telcos are entitled to
seek RoW from public entities
that own, control or manage
public property for deploying
telecom infrastructure. The
rules require such access to be
granted on reasonable, trans-
parent and non-discriminatory
terms, with charges limited to
administrative or restoration
costs, and not as a source of
commercial revenue.
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IGI Airport: Global tech snag hits
flight check-ins for nearly an hour

MNEW DELHI: Flight operations
were briefly impacted at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International air-
port on Thursday morning fol-
lowing a global outage of Navi-
taire — the software used for
check-ins, officials said.
According to officials, the
servers were down for around
an hour early morning, with
check-ins impacted for flights
between 6.45am and 7.28am.
Though restored soon after, offi-

cials said there was a cascading
eftect, with operations gradually
returning to normal.

Though no official data was
available on how many flights
were impacted during the period
the server was down, data from
the flight tracking website
showed that over 400 flights
were delayed through Thursday.
The airport handles close to
1,520 flights daily.

An airport official confirmed

the impact, stating check-ins
were done manually during the
brief period when the servers
were down. “It was an interim
outage, which impacted the
automated check-in process at
the Delhi airport. The disruption
affected check-in services for
Alkasa Air, IndiGo, Spicelet and
Air India Express for around 45
minutes, during which manual
check-in was conducted,” the
official said. HTC
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FedEx plans X2,500-cr cargo
hub at Navi Mumbai airport

Dipali Banka

dipali.banka@livermint com

MUMBAI: FedEx will invest
2,500 crore to build a 300,000
sq. ft air cargo hub at billion-
aire Gautam Adani's newly
operational Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA),
the company said on Wednes-
day.

Mint earlier had reported the
global courier major’s plans to
begin freighter operations from
Navi Mumbai as early as May,
ahead of the temporary shut-
down of cargo flights at Mum-
bai International Airport from
1 August.

FedEx and NMIA did not
respond to Mint's queries.

The facility will function as a
regional hub linking India with
Southeast Asia, West Asia,
Europe and the US, according
to a company statement.

“This development reflects
NMIA’s long-term vision of
building integrated infrastruc-
ture that strengthens India's
trade competitiveness. With its
proximity to Jawaharlal Nehru
Port, industrial corridors and

The facility will function as a
regional hub linking India with
Southeast Asia, West Asia,

Europe and the US. REUTERS
multimodal transport net-
works, NMIA is uniquely posi-
tioned to support high-growth
export sectors and enhance
Maharashtra’s role as a global
logistics gateway,” said Jeet
Adani, director, Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd in the statement.

Indian airports have
together handled 3.3-3.7 mil-
lion tonnes (mt) of air cargo in

recent reporting years, accord-
ing to estimates from EY. Cargo
capacity at Navi Mumbai air-
port is expected to expand from
0.50mt in the initial phase to
3.25mt at full build-out.

India's competitiveness in
global trade will increasingly
depend on the reliability and
speed of its logistical infra-
structure, said Kami Vishwa-
nathan, president FedEx Mid-
dle East, Indian subcontinent
and Africa. “Establishing this
hub at NMIA allows us to inte-
grate global network strength
with India's fastest growing
trade corridor, providing
greater certainty, speed and
efficiency to customers.”

The hub is expected to
improve routing flexibility and
transit-time predictability for
high-value and time-sensitive
shipments such as electronics,
engineering goods, pharmaceu-
ticals and perishables.

NMIA, a subsidiary of Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd, began
operations in December 2025
with services from India’s three
largest airlines connecting
slightly more than 10 cities.
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Tmproper landing technique by trainee
pilot led to Kalaburagi airport incident’

Hemanth C.S. trainer aircraft belonging cident occurred while car-  incident flight.
BENGALURU to Redbird Flight Training  rying out a solo circuit and However, during the
Academy Private Limited landing exercise, and the third circuit, the trainee pi-

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) prob-
ing a serious incident at Ka-
laburagi airport, Karnata-
ka, involving a TECNAM
P2008]C aircraft has con-
cluded in its report that the
trainee pilot who was in
command of the aircraft
used improper landing
technique and incorrect
bounce-recovery inputs.
The civil aviation regula-
tor probing the August 8,
2024 incident involving the

has said that these actions
by the trainee pilot who
was flying solo resulted in
the aircraft’s nose and pro-
peller hitting the runway
and leading to the collapse
of the nose landing gear.

“The trainee pilot’s fai-
lure to execute a proper re-
covery from the bounced
landing contributed to the
incident,” the report stated
as the probable cause of
the incident.

As per the report, the in-

gircraft was under the
command of a pilot hold-
ing a valid student pilot li-
cence and the solo flight
had been authorised by the
Chief Flying Instructor.
The report said that the
supervision of the solo
flight was carried out by
the instructor from the
runway through radio tele-
phony and the trainee pilot
had completed two un-
eventful circuit and land-
ing exercises prior to the

lot initiated the flare at a
low height, resulting in a
nose-wheel first
touchdown.

In its safety recommen-
dations, the regulator has
called for necessary cor-
rective training to be im-
parted to the involved trai-
nee pilot and that flight
training organisations may
be advised to establish the
necessary infrastructure to
record radio telephony
communications.
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135-METRE STRETCH OF NEW GARIA-AIRPORT

Police mulls temporary road
for airport ‘exit traffic’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Bidhannagar
City Police have proposed
the construction of a tempo-
rary road for airport exit traf-
fic to facilitate work on the
final 135-metre stretch of the
New Garia—Airport Orange
Line Metro.

The move follows a police
veto of an earlier proposal by
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL) to divert airport exit
traffic through Gate 2.5 and
Gate 1, which officers warned
would cause congestion reach-
ing as far as Dakshineswar
and Madhyamgram.

According to the alterna-
tive proposal, a temporary
single-lane, one-way road
would be built along the air-
port boundary wall to carry
vehicles towards VIP Road
while construction is under
way.

The project would require
the demolition of part of a
dilapidated, abandoned Air
India building and the open-
ing of a section of the airport
perimeter wall to create the

Closer Look

» Bidhannagar Police suggest a temporary road for the

airport Metro project

» Alternative plan to avoid congestion on VIP road

» Bidhannagar city Police had suggested a temporary
single-lane road aleng the airport boundary to make
way for the final 135-meter stretch of the orange line
metro from New Garia to the airport

» The Bidhannagar city Police had already rejected the
traffic diversion plan of RVML, and a joint site inspection

is scheduled

» Temporary road plan for Metro's final stretch

necessary space. The last 900
metres of the 31km corridor
are being built underground
because of airport regulations.
Work on the final 135m
stretch had started in Janu-
ary 2025 using a box-pushing
method beneath the airport
ill‘yt'ovcr, but it was stopped
er soil subsidence.
Engineers from RVNL
later decided that the cut-
and-cover method, which
involves digging a trench and
building the tunnel from the
surface, is the only practical

way to complete the remain-
ing 135m. Bidhannagar Police
Commissioner Murli Dhar
recently led a site survey to
assess feasibiliry.

A joint inspection involv-
ing RVNL, the police, and air-
port authorities is expected
later this week to examine the
proposal.

A final decision will be
taken after these consulta-
tions to ensure the 135-metre
underground gap is com-
pleted without causing major

traffic disruption.
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Flyers delayed due to
check-in tech glitch

Flyers queued up longer at check-in
counters for baggage on Thursday
as the software installed to
automate the process suffered
outage. Airport management opted
for manual check-ins, which
delayed the flyers. However, there
was no major operational impact,
claimed the impacted airlines. *The
software suffered an outage for 45
minutes between 6.30 am and 7.25
am,” a source said.
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60m rose stems
shipped from KIA

Bengaluru: Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
shipped around 60 million
rose stems during Valenti-
ne's season this year. The to-
tal consignment weighed
more than 2,700 tonnes and
was transported across 26 in-
ternational and 47 domestic
destinations. The top inter-
national destinations were
Singapore and Kuala Lum-
pur; and domestic ones were
Delhiand Kolkata.
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Bhoomi pujan
for cargo hub
conducted at
N Mum airport

Mumbai: Navi Mumbai in-
ternational airport will geta
cargo hub to be used exclusi-
vely by aglobal expresslogis-
tics major in two years, with
the ground-breaking ce-
remony done on Wednesday,

A Rs 2500 crore long-
term investment by FedEx
will support their proposed
300,000-5q-ft cargo hub, de-
slgned as a regional consoli-
dation and redistribution
hublinking India with Sout-
heast Asia, West Asia, Euro-
peand the United States, said
Navi Mumbai airport. Once
operational, the hub is ex-
pected to create more than
6,000 direct and indirect
employment opportunities
across logistics, warehou-
sing, transportation and alli-
ed services, the airport said.

Jeet Adani, director, AA-
HL, said: *“With its proximity
to Jawaharlal Nehru Port,
industrial corridors and mu-
Itimodal transport networks
NMIA is uniquely positio-
ned to support high-growth
export sectors and enhance
Maharashtra's role as a glo-
bal logistics gateway.”

Chief minister Devendra
Fadnavissaid the project wo-
uld strengthen the state's po-
sition as a logistics gateway
and complement the air-
port’s passenger operations,
citing its proximity to JNPT
and industrial corridors, mn
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Check-in system failure
hits IGIA for 40 minutes

New Delhi: A global outage of Navita-
ire — the software used for airline
check-in — disrupted the automated
systems at Delhi airport on Thursday
morning, with servers remaining
down between 6.45am and 7.28am.

“A temporary Navitaire outage dis-
rupted automated check-ins at Delhi
airport for Akasa Air, IndiGo, SpiceJet,
and Air India Express for about 40 mi-
nutes. Manual check-ins were carried
out, and flight operations resumed nor-
mally from 7.28 am,” said an airport of-
ficial, adding, the system failure was re-
ported at airports worldwide. While
there was no immediate data on how
many flights were hit at Delhi airport
during the outage, FlightRadar2{ re-
ported delays for more than 400 flights
through the day. tun
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cPlane Company to use Nvidia solutlons tobuild eVTOLS

ﬂur Bureau
Cherral

The ePlane Company, an
Electric Vertical Take-off and
Landing (eVTOL) aircraft
maker, has announced plans
to build virmual versions of its
e200x electric air taxis using
Nvidia Omniverse libraries.
The company plans to cre-
ate a ‘Digital Twin' of its

The ePlane Company’s e200x taxi

collision scenarios and en-
able teams to fly millions of
kilometres virtually, training
its algorithms for complex
real-world scenarios before
the aircraft even takes flight.
“Collaboraring with
Nvidia allows us to blur the
line berween the digiral and
the physical. By validating
our flight operations suite in
Nvidia Omniverse, we are ef-
fectively pushing the limits

said Sarya Chakravarthy,
Founder & CTO, The ePlane
Company.

“Nvidia is accelerating In-
dia's start-up momentum by
giving founders direct access
to accelerated computing,
scalable Al infrastructure,
and programmes like Nvidia
Inception for start-ups and
the Nvidia VC Alliance —
helping start-ups scale faster
and build for global mar-

e200x series of eVTOL air-  dynamic interactions, sensor The collaborations will of the aircraft thousands of  kets,” Tobias Halloran, Dir-
craft, which will engineer responses, and  flight  help  walidate exrreme times in simulation so that  ector of EMEAI Srartups and
and simulate complex aero-  scenarios. weather, sensor failures or  we never have to in reality,”  Venture Capital at Nvidia.
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DGCA to evaluate IndiGo rostering
system ahead of summer schedule

CLOSE WATCH. Regulator to review crew planning, KPls and pilot strength as airline seeks higher slot allocation

—
Rohit Vaid
Frm Dald

India’s awiation regulator
will eonduet dry Funs of Indl-
Go's pllot restering software
o agsess whether the airline
is ready o handle a hi
numbes of domestic Aights
during the upcoming sum-
MIEY SEAR00.

The move comes as the
Directorate Genersl of Clvil
Aviation (DGICA) ]
the summer mﬁ;uel?:yf
flight opesations for do-
mﬂn«. a].;-mg.

According 1o searces, In-
diCeo hes sought permisston
o operate between (approx
imately) 2,100 and 2,300 do-
megtic flights during the
summer schedule.

Presemly, IndiGo les
capped its domestic opera-
mots  ar  approdmansly

FLIGHT PLANE. indiGo has soiusght permission to operate
betwesn 2,100 and 2300 domestic flights as part of its summer
schedule, sy sources

LAS0-1,900 flights per day
unril March 31, 2026,

Spealing o businesline,
hﬁg‘iy !}.Rﬂ.ﬁdt"r! said rhar
such capacity management is
Intended vo mainrain sched-
ule reliabilicy, while the air-
line to the full bnple-

meneation of the fight dury

rme lmiration (FDTL)

norms. On Febnary 10,
20126, the 10 per cent cap on
the alrline’s domeste sched-
ule was removed as the re-
laxed FDTL norms were
restored.

GREATER FLEXIBILITY
These relaxed norms had
earlier allowed grester flex-

Ibiliry & crew deployment,
including  exten dury
perbods and reduced restric-
tions on night operations,

Az per sources, DGCA
rearms will visit the airline’s
offices to review the func-
tionirg of lrs rostering sofi-
ware, along with pllos” key

OFTAATCE ndicarors
(EFls) and the overall avail-
ability of cockpit crew.

Till now, eources sald thar
the regulator has  been
closely monitoring the air-
line's preparedness and op-
erational planning, incladi
measures 1o madntain ad-
equate buffer strength in
crew availahilicy and o ex-
pedj:epUnLermR:usupp:rt
OpErations.

IndbGo had eardier con-
v 1o the re or that it
:-u:f:m rmlﬁgm 50 pl-
lote a month In 2026 a8 part
of these efforts, sources sald.

Currently, it has shout
5,400 pilots on ies rolls, -
cluding expraing and fiest of-
ficers, according to Industry
estimates.

CREW SCHEDULES
Furthermore, the airline has
recently updated irs roster-
ing software to berser man-
ag* u'ew schedules and has
tn‘mn[s o pibots’
b.'.E'!s. rional
targets M:h e oFy re-
ments and nerwork re-
leshility goaks. However, reg-
wlatory  overs of the
airline’s rransition and
city planning will be makn-
takned, sources sabd.
Additionally, routine en-
gagements between the reg-
ulasor and the aidine, includ-
i erindic reviews of hir
prllgr?: and operational IIJL:I':§E
rhca, are contimuing as of
this monitoring pllsn.mg:-n
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SpiceJet plans to induct 10 aircraft,
eyes major network expansion

Our Bureau
Mirm' Dl

Budget airline Spicelet plans
o induet 10 more alreraft o
rebuild lts nerwork as well as
nd capacity.
m:::m gly, the alrline on
Thursday said that ic has re-
ceived a memorandum of un-
ielugnndhg (Moll) for In-
ction purposes.

I‘urthEr derails on the
Mol are awalted. Busimess-
ltme has reached our to the
alrline.

WET AND DAMP LEASES
The development follows
the Board's approval, an-
nounced last week, for a cal-
Ebeated samp-up of the feer
o 60 alreraft throogh a mix
of wetand damp leases.

FLEET BOOST. The carrier has doubled s capacity in the kst
guarter, with svailable seat kilometnes rising from around 55
crore to 105 crore

Besldes, the plan includes

the phased return 1o service
of existi d aircraft.
According to the alrline,

its recovery has gathered
pace in recent months.

Notahly, the low-cost car-
rler has doubled jts capaciry
Im thee last quarter, with avail-
able seat kilomerres rising
from around 55 crore to 105
Crore.

Further, building on this

momentum, the slrline
tomore than double its capa-
ciry during the year, target-
ing 220 crore available seat
omerres by winzer 2026,
In addirion, it aims wo op-
erate over 300 dally ftighre
across its network
As per the abrline, the ex-
pangion is aimed at strength-
enlng conpectivity, improv-
ing operational reliahilicy
and meeting strong passen-

ger dermand. Nevertheless,
rhe airline stated thar iv will
malntain a disciplined and

sustalnable  approach W
growth.

BIG MILESTONE
“Doubling our capacity In

the lass quesrzer has been a
significant milestone, and
the plans we have in place o
mare than double it further
this year reflect growing con-
fidence in the business and
strong demand across the
network,” sald Debope Ma-
harshl, Chief Business OF

ficer ar Spiceler.
“The receipt of this
memorandum of  under-

standing is an encoursging
development 8 we contnuge
to febulld and expand oue
operations In a messured
manner.”
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Airlines face check-in issues due to software glitch

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mew Dielhi, 19 Febrsary

Airlines faced issues in checking in pas-
sengers at various airporis on Thursday
moming due to a software problem that
lasted for more than 40 mimites, accord-
ing to sources.

Thesources that IndiGo, Air India Ex-
press, Spicelfet and Akasa Alr were im-
pacted at Delhi, Mumbai and other
airports.

According tosources, check-in systems
were impacted from aroumd 6:45 am to 728
am due to a glitch in Navitaire, a widely
used aifine technology software provider.
The system helps aidines manage book-
Ings, reservations, check-in services, and
departure control operations. The dis-
ruption, which lasted for over 40 mimites,
affected passenger processing at counters
and kiosks, leading o some delays.

The problem was addressed and work-
ing of the system have returned (o nor-

mal, one of the sources said.

The sources also said there was not
too much disruptions for airlines on ac-
count of the software problem.

There were no statements from air-
lines.

In November last year, nearly 800
flights were delayed at Delhi airport,
India's busiest, after a major technical
glitch hit ies Air Traffic Control (ATC) sys-
tem, disrupting flight planning and caus-
ing a ripple effect across multiple airports.
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B'desh bars SpiceJet from using airspace

Airline says it is working for early resolution

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, 19 Februsary

Bangladesh has barred Spicelet from
using its airspace as the budget car-
rier Is yet to repay pending dues, ac-
cording to sources.

With the Bangladesh airspace not
being available, the airline is taking
longer routes for some of its flights
from Kolkata, including to Guwahati.

When contacted, a Spicelet spo-
kesperson on Thursday said the air-
line was in regular dialogue with the
relevant authorities on operational
and procedural matters, including
navigation-related charges.

"These are routine industry issues
and we are working constructively
towards an early resolution. Our
flight operations remain unaffected,
and we continue to operate our
scheduled services in line with regu-
latory requirements.” the spokesper-
son said in a statement,

While specific details were not
disclosed, the sources said Bangla-
desh has banned the alrline from
using its airspace due to non-pay-
ment of dues.

Details about the nature of dues
could not be immediately ascer-
tained.

An email sent to the Civil Aviation

Authority of Bangladesh (CAARB)
seeking comments on the issue did
not elicit any immediate response.

Data from Flightradari4.com on
Thursday showed that Spicelet's
flights from Kolkata to Guwahati and
Imphal were not using the Bangla-
desh airspace, and were taking longer
routes to the destinations.

In afternoon trade, shares of Spice-
Jet were trading nearly i per cent
lower at T16.81 apiece on the BSE.

Lastweek, Spicelet reported aloss
of ¥269.27 crore in the three months
ended December 2025 as higher costs
and one-time expenses took a toll on
the budget carrier's bottom line.
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VSR Ventures' special
audit to conclude
shortly: MoCA

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is expected to conclude its special
auditof VSR Ventures, the charter flight oper-
ator whose plane crashed last month killing
five people Including Maharashira Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, "shortly” and then
take further action, the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation (MoCA) said on Thursday, Following the
accidentonJanuary 28, the ministry directed
the DGCA to conduct a special andit of VSR,
The special andit comprehensively reviews
the operator’s regulatory compliance, oper-
ational control systems, maintenance prac-
tices, crew training standards, safety
management systems, and monitoring of
cockpit voice recorders and flight data
recorders (FDR), it said. BS REPORTER
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DGCA proposes

30-day flying
ban for unruly
passengers

NEW DELHI, PTI: Aviation
watchdog DGCA has pro-
posed stricter norms to deal
with unruly passengers, in-
cluding allowing airlines to
directly impose a flying ban
on such passengers for up
to 30 days.

“A ‘No/ Zero Tolerance
Policy” has been adopted to
ensure the safety of the air-
craft/persons/property and
to maintain good order &
discipline on board an air-
craft,” the Directorate Gen-
eralof Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said inits draft revised rules.

Among other proposals,
the regulator has mentioned
that an airline shall formu-
late and implement a Stan-
dard Operating Procedure
(SOP) for the handling of
unruly passengers and for
reporting the incidents to
the DGCA.
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Airbus India Line to Meet
Regional Demand; First
Helicopter by 2027: CEO

Manu Pubby

New Delhi: Global aviation giant Airbus is
looking to address regional needs with its
new helicopter prodiction line in Indin and
sens i sipoable market for more than 1,000
choppers just for the chy ilian sector; bes|dess
Iarge requirements of the armed forces,

In an interview with ET, Airbus Helicop-
ters CEOQ Bruno Even said the partnership
with Tata to st upa final assembly line in
Irsctian {8 part of acommitment by the Euro
pean consortium to bring in technology
and expertise and the plan istonot only ha-
vemanufactiuring locally but also in-
vest in training and mainteran-
ce, repair and overhaul foci
lities. The first hellcopter
from the new line is oxpected
o be ready by early HET,

“The idea, objec: Airbus
tive and ambifion Helicopters
5 to address the CEOQEwven
miarket ln the e
gion for the civil
and military mar-
ket. If there are mi-
litary customers in-
terested and wil-
Ling to select H 125

fior their mission, there ks no reason why
we should not be able to produce this mili-
tary helicopter to our customer in the re-
gion, from India.” Even said.

Hewas spealiing after the virtual inaugu-
ration of & new Alrbus and Tata Advanoed
Systems Limited (TASL) production faci-
Litw by Preime Minister Marendrs Modi aond
French President Emmanuel Macron,
Afrbaus s investing close to 1,000 crore in
the new facility

Adrbus sees a market for ol least 300 of the
H 125 choppers to be made at the Veragal,
Karnataka facility in the next 20 vears.
The bigper opportunity, however, lies in

the military sector, where Airbus is pit-
ching itself strongly foranupcoming
Army onder The H 125is already be
ing operated by the Army onales
&0 hasis and hos shown its perfor
mance at forward areas in the

Northern Command.

! "We see a huge reguirement

from the armed forces, and we
consider that H 125 1s & perfect hell-
copter 1o address their needs for
critienl missions in high mo-
untainaress where they
need & high level
of  performan

e, b s
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Tackling Hot-Headed,
Rude Air Passengers

Let’s put this gently: the Indian traveller doesn’t always make
for the best airline passenger. Unruly, disruptive behaviour
hasfinally got theairlineregulator to act. Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has proposed more stringent Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR) norms to punish disruptive be-
haviour on flights in its jurisdiction. These grade misconduct
into four escalating levels with punishment — be it travel su-
spensionoraban ranging from uptod mths to 2 yrs. This cate-
gorisation of misconduct is agood move,

Appropriate punishment commensurate to the offence isone
way to send across a message. A one-punishment-fits-all app-
roach mostly leads to no action against the ‘lower order’ offen-

- ces. Empowering airlines to impose an
: immediate flying ban for up to 30 days,
without having to set up a committee, will
helpdiscourage some common disruptive
acts such asconsuming alcohol on domes-
tic flights or smoking/vaping on board.

The proposed norms cover the range of
disruptive behaviour that may pose a
threat to the safety and security of the flight, its crew and fel-
low passengers. But it's also about discomfort. There are a
host of behaviours air travellers indulge in that demonstrate
little regard for fellow passengers — blocking the aisle, litte-
ring thecraft, messingupthe toilet, having phones play videos
londly without earphones or speaking loudly into them before
take-off and as soon as the plane lands, treating members of
the crew as “servants’. While the new CAR will help curbegre-
gious lapses, regulating better travel behaviour may require
airlines to devise, with DGCA's blessings, incentive-disincen-
tive systems to give plane travellers a belated lesson in civic
sense, both in airports and aircraft.
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Airline says it
will confront
Nazi past as
it turns 100

As I marks s cemhary sinee jis foanding
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s Dt Ll Hanss in HO6) b tking
o groaiey prapoma( by for Ms actioens
thering the Maz e, breaking with earier
AT s (o s 108 proene Klosiliy

“We are proisd of what we are today,
CEO Carsien Spolir sakd. “To thon lgeore
the dalTicul, dark, terribde years woahd
simply bave been dishoress ™

LNhanes’s basrd and supiry isoey
Eoard membeers hig) jolned the Nazi Party
fipoem M vl Al s the stmonirline,
Hcarrisd povermmendpificials. Lul banss
s b n ook i ey irdbastryand the
Laufran(e alrfimoe, 5

Himwervier:, for thie post seveyal decades, the
oy s Dion airesssn g o 15 el amdl
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Anew direction \
Earlier, board members stressed {he
legal separation largely for reakons of
repristdon and Lakilicy. Tafdunis pow
weants o take nesponsibal iy, Spobr g
e siop ie anew hook on the compamys
talssory 1hssd will ke (Estrinitid toallof s
e than 1,06, employres, slong witha
e [l Elon |
Lufthansa commissioned
PR reh Eng o s Pl psors
r|||!|| T4 voars pga, bhal ‘..-l
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World War Il

According fo historian
Manfred Grieger, wha
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DGCA mulls 30-day ban
for unruly passengers

YARL QHULLAH BHAN
New Delhi, February 19

THE DIRECTORATE GEMN ERAL
of Cvil Aviation (DGCA) has
propased new rules to deal with
unnuly passengers on donestic
flights. Among the key changes,
the regudator has suggested that
flying bans imposed after a
formal inquiry will autrmatically
J;phrarmssnlidunmmhms.
significantly increasing the
consequences for those placed
on the national no-fy st

Under the draft, once an
mdependent committee setup
by an airfine confirms an
incdent and determines the
lewel of effence, every carrier can
“impose a flying ban on the
unrily passenper” fora period
of 30 days, which will apply
acmoss all domestic fights

Earlier, domestic airlines
could place unruly passengers
on their own internal no-fly
lists, but those lists did not bind
ot her carmiers.

Airfines will also get more
tirme to handle such cases Under
the new deait, the decslon-
making period has  been
ectended o 45 days, during
which a temporary ban of the
sme duration may be imposad
while the case is reviewed. This

STRICTER NORMS

B Every camer can impose
a flying ban on the unly
passenger for a period

of 30 days

u Under the new draft,
the decision-making
period has been

y extended to LS days

m This will apply across all domestic flights

During this period, a temporary ban ofthe same
duration may be imposed while the case is eviewad

means pasengorscould be kept
off flights for longer before a
fnal deckion & made, Uncdler
previous riles, aldines were
required to form a committes
led by a retired udge, and
the temporary ban during
the imvestigation could not
exeeed 10 days.

The aviation regulator on
Tuesday issued a draft revision
of its Civil Awiation
Requirements (CAR Section 3,
Series M, Part V) on"Handling
of Unruly [ Disruptive
Passengersin Alrcraft”

The draft also introducesa
new category clled “disruptive
passenger’, giving airhines the
authority to imposea fiying ban

of up to 30 days for cortain on
board actions without frst
consulting an Independent
ommittes

These actions inchide
smoking, consuming alcohaol
without permision, tampering
with emergency exlis or safety
equipment, protesting or
making lowud noises in the cabin,
and behaviour that disturbs
pther passengers, such as
screaming o kicking the seatin
front. While such pasengers will
nol be added o the offidal
PGCA-mantained no-y list,
airlireswill be rguired to record
these incidents intherintemal +
databases and report each ban
totheregulator



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA,

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHI 20 FEEBRUARY 2026

SpiceJet barred from using

Bangla airspace over dues

PRESS TRUSTOF INDLA
Mew Delhi, February 19

BAMGLADESH HAS BARRED
Sprcejetfromusing itiairspace
as the budget crrieris yet to
repay pending dues, acconding
10 AOUTOCE,

With the Bangladeshairepuce
not being availble, the aitineis
takdng longer routes for some of
itafl E!lt_'itn'lm Hnllmr.n.i'lrhuhsg
to Curwahati

When contacted, a ﬁpirr'lrl
spokesperson on Thursday sald
theamfnewasin mgiﬂrdi;llngl.l:
with the relevant authorities on
operatioalandproceduralmat-
tors, induding nawigation
LeLle-ddL.uHm.

“These are mutine mdostoy
isspes and we are working con-
structivehytowandsan sarhymes
oluthon. Our fight operations
remain unaffected,and weoon
tinue o operate ourscheduled
services in line wit h regulatony
requitam ents,” the spokesper
sovi sasd bnoa statement. Whie
specific details were not dis
dosed, the sources sald
Bangladesh has banned theair
line from wsing it ainpace dus
tonon-paymentof dues,

Detalls about the natume of
dnes condd not be immediately
mscertained An emal sent to the
Ciml Aviation Authority of
Banpladsch {CAAR) seeking com-
mients on theisue &d not elicit
any immediate response. Data
from Flightrada2d.com on
Thurslay showed that Spioejet’s
F|i.|4|1t:.!:|1.|n||h1|k.1[.1!u|:i|.|:w..'|h:ti
and Imphal were not using the
Bangladesh almspace, and were
rnh:ing hng{frrl,.'rr':fn thedesti
nations,

ROUTE TURBULENCE 5P'¢:Jﬂ
ntra-day on

mSpicelet is m Detailsabout 552 (%), Fob 19

taking langer the nature of 15.95

routes far same dues ofthe Prévibus cloie

of its flights fram | carmier could

Kolkata, including | notbe =

toGuwahatidue | immediately a7

to the restriction | ascertained =

®Theseare outine isues & we are
waorking towards an early resolution,

double capacity this year

FE BUREAL
I:-h:n_nbu':. FEbrua__rr:l?

BUDGET CARRIER SPICE-
JET has inked a memomn-
dumatunderstanding (Mol )
for the Induction of 10 alr-
mraftintoits flect, The devel
opment comes days after the
aiine’sboard appeoved acal-
ibrated ramp-up of the flect
to &0 through a mix of wet
and damp leases, alongwith
the phased relurn  of
rounded planes,

Splcejet sald lts recovery
has amelemied In recent

muonths, with capacity dou-
blinginthe last quarter. Avail
able Seat Kilomet res A SEM )
mse from abaut 50 million
to 1,050 milion reflecting a
sharp cxpansion in network
deployment.

Theairfine aims to more
than double capacity durkng
the year, tangeting 22 xore
ASKMs by winter 2026 and
operating over 300 daily
Aights. As of September 30,
2025, the mill e win aperal-
ing 1060 daily flightsand cor
rently operates 176 flights

perday

Carrier plans to more than |

Tech glitch
hits airline
operations
across India

YARUQHULLAH KHAMN
Mew Dehi, February 19

AIRLIMES AC ROSS INDLA cxpo
rienced a brbel but widespread
opertional dismption.on Thos
day moming after a technical
outage hit Navitaire, a reserva
tonand departure control sys-
temused by mveml amers

The glitch, which began
around 0645 15T at Delhi's
Indira Gandhl Intermational
A|rpnrt,;|l‘lr-ﬂ|,-d check-imand
boarding processes and was
resolved within 45 minutes,
with fiull restoration of some
sysiems reported by around
0825 IST, multiple exequtives
aware of the disruption told FE.

"Theoutage disrupted oper
atons forIndiGo, Akasa ki, Al
Inadia FI!'.\I'I.'“-. and ‘Gpir{-jcr.
while Alr India was not
affected,’ a senior executive
from Dethi International Air

xald.

He added that the disrup
tion coincided with heavy traf-
fic im Deki linked to the Al
Emipact Summutand melated VIP
mivemenis, adding to conges
thon at Debhl alrpon.

Amrports in Delhi, Mumai,
and Bengaburu reported long
quenes asaitdine staff switched
to manital processing of pas-
senger details during  the
morning peak Around 30-35
flightswere delayed dueto the
technical ghitch at Dethi air
port, 25 in Mumbai, and
aroend 2 5 flightswere heldup
at Bengaluru airport, but no
ﬂlghh were caneelled, .1'rr|'u1|1
exerutives sald,
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Al's aircraft fleet
reliability has
improved: CEO

AlR IMDIA CED
r Campbell
b S wlbenn an
wrae- Thursday said
i tha Ithl.-.u riine’s
fleet reliability
has improved and t h-
alzo an increased| r'-""-tl:'r'r'
ol spares and comporents.
During atown h-,ll with
ermployess on Thursday,
Wilson zaid op-erational
resilience is one of the
airine’s focus areas



AIRPUH 'SAUT HORITY DF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 20 FEBRUARY 2026

QIREY J1alen 10 2fadie dar sl

el | sl e ) gl sl &)
(’F‘ o Ife e T T B
2z %mﬂwmm$Wﬂm

T A T & WA 2029 79
AIRBUS TG 10 Ta- 125 Eemie 5 a0 o e
&) ey el & B @ doa 3 o B e 3 gud fan
T W W o T & g el e |




1m‘éﬂufarrr:|tm:a_ﬁ:®zm

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU CHENNAT 19 FEBRUARY 2026

DGCA proposes swift ban
on disruptive passengers

Airlines will be able to ban unruly passengers for 30 days without any referral under the proposed

amendments to the Civil Aviation Requirement; regulator invites comments from stakeholders

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

irline  operators
A may soon be empo-
wered to directly

impose a flying ban of up
to 30 days on unruly or dis-
ruptive passengers without
referring the matter to the
competent authority.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has proposed amend-
ments to the Civil Aviation
Requirement provisions
governing the handling of
unruly or disruptive pas-
sengers, emphasising that
even a single disruptive
passenger can jeopardise
safety on board and adver-
sely affect flight
operations.

Under the proposed re-
vision, airlines will be auth-
orised to impose a flying
ban not exceeding 30 days

Aerial decorum

Under the proposed revision, airlines would be authorised to
impose a flying ban not exceeding 30 days on passengers found
guilty of disruptive behaviour during a flight without prior
referral to the existing independent committee mechanism

Disruptive acts include:

® Consumption of alcohol on domestic flights

= Smoking on board

® Tampering with emergency exits

® Engaging in protests or sloganeering f - P el

® Unruly conduct arising from intoxication

While airlines will inform the DGCA about any flying ban

imposed and maintain a database of such passengers, the ban
does not add passengers to the regulator’s official No Fly List

on passengers found guilty
of disruptive behaviour
during a flight without
prior referral to an inde-
pendent committee.

The DGCA said the defi-
nition of disruptive acts in-
cluded smoking on board,
consumption of alcohol on
domestic flights, tamper-
ing with emergency exits,
unauthorised use of life-

saving equipment such as
life jackets, engaging in
protests or sloganeering,
and unruly conduct arising
from intoxication. Addi-
tionally, screaming, caus-
ing annoyance to fellow
passengers, and kicking or
banging seat backs or tray
tables have also been cate-
gorised as disruptive beha-
viour. Airlines will be re-

quired to maintain a
database of such passen-
gers and inform the DGCA
about any flying ban im-
posed. However, passen-
gers banned under this
provision would not be in-
cluded in the regulator’s
official No Fly List.

The aviation regulator
has invited comments
from stakeholders on the
proposed amendments is-
sued under Rule 133A of
the Aircraft Rules, 1937.

Currently, airlines must
refer cases of disruptive
conduct to an independent
committee. The committee
is required to examine the
matter and give its decision
within 45 days before a fly-
ing ban can be enforced.
The revision seeks to
streamline the process,
enabling airlines to act
swiftly in the interest of
passenger safety.
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Flight overreach

Disruptive behaviour must not be
confused with airing of grievances

! disturbing phenomenon in aviation is un-

ruly passenger behaviour. The Interna-

tional Air Transport Association (IATA)
has pointed out that in 2023, there was one inci-
dent for every 480 flights, from one for every 568
flights in 2022. In India, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is proposing to amend
rules such that airlines can directly impose a fly-
ing ban of up to 30 days without referring the
matter to the competent authority. The DGCA
has broadened the concept of unruly behaviour
too with six new categories: smoking on board,
consumption of alcohol on domestic flights, tam-
pering with emergency exits, unauthorised use
of life-saving equipment such as life jackets, en-
gaging in protests or sloganeering, and unruly
conduct arising from intoxication. Currently, air
lines must report disruptive passengers to an in-
dependent committee, headed by a retired dis-
trict and sessions judge, which will decide within
45 days whether to add them to the official no-fly
list. Unruly behaviour would now be monitored
by airlines from the check-in counter although
the focus is on the flight since such behaviour can
impact passenger safety and comfort.

It would seem tolerance levels are dipping
with several incidents such as attempts to open
emergency exits and accessing lifesaving equip-
ment without reason. Reports also cite passen-
gers abusing crew and fellow travellers, and the
loud chanting of prayers and bhajans. The
amendments seek to empower airlines and cabin
crew act immediately, unlike before, when such
behaviour was overshadowed by lengthy No-Fly
List procedures that focused on more serious is-
sues such as national security. Whether the pro-
posed changes would lead to high-handedness
and offset the balance of power between passen-
gers and airline staff is a moot point. Aviation ex-
perts stress that the cabin crew’s primary role is
for flight safety. However, a credible argument
against the proposed amendments would cite the
IndiGo hasco where the airline’s response to pilot
deployment rules was found to be influenced by
revenue considerations, leading to much anger
among passengers. It would seem that the
amendments would empower airlines against
“unruly” behaviour arising from legitimate anger
over unfair practices too. So, while the amend-
ments may be necessary in the overall interest of
flight safety and a smooth passenger experience,
they should not serve other purposes such as de-
flecting passenger grievances. One safeguard
would be to make a distinction between “unruly”
behaviour on the ground versus disruptive beha-
viour during flight. Safeguards are needed to al-
low redress against airline overreach.
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SENTBACK

Bangladeshi student wanted for
cop’s murder questioned at IGIA

WANTED IN his own country forallegedly killing a police
officer, a Bangladeshi student activist was questioned by
DelhiPolice and immigration officials at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA) on Thursday, officers said. Ac-
cording tothe police, Ahmad Raza Hasan Mehendi, a resi-
dent of Habiganj in Bangladesh, came to India from his
home country on January 17. He was allegedly in Delhito
submit some documents at the Finland embassy to secure a
visa, police said. At the IGI airport, officers spotted
Mehendiand took him in for questioning. In a purported
video on social media, Hasan alleged that he was treated
badly by the police. Delhi Police, however, denied the
claims. “He was questioned for 30 minutes and was thenlet
go for his flight to Bangladesh,” an officersaid. ENS
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Fleet reliability
improved, says
Air India CEO

New Delhi: Air India CEO
Campbell Wilson Thursday
said thatthe airline’s fleet
reliability has improved
andthereisalsoan
increased inventory of
spares and components.
Theupgradation ofthe leg-
acy Boeing 787s has
commenced. The CEO and
MD alsosaid that over 50%
of its wide-body fleet would
be modernised by the end
of 2026. PTI
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DGCA wantsslice
of passenger fees

bbb Banwiiesrmnt oom
MEW DELHI

secking a shift to a self-sus-

I ndia's aviation regulator is
taining funding model,

including receiving a share of

passenger fees, as part of a
broader push to reduce
dependence an budsetany sup
port and gain greater institu-
tioml autonoany, scoonding to
a senior government official
and a copy of the proposal
reviewed by Afins.

The proposil, submitted to
the mindstry of civil aviation in
December, seeks to pve the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) rreater finan
cial and operational independ
ence when feet expansion is
acceleratimge and staffims shor -
ages remain acute, The pro-
posal also seels a share of pas
semizer fees chared at sirports

Part of passenger fees charged
at airports may go to meet the

DGCA's needs. BIOCEPHOTD
to bhelp DGCA mweet its financial
requiremenis.

T INGCA amved the civil avia
tion ministry areyet torespond
to Minl's queries.

At the heart of the plinis a
move away from a largely
director general (DG)-driven

TURNTO PAGEN

DGCA seeks flyer fee share for itself

FROM FAGE 1

system towards o board-led
framework with specialized
verticals headed by domain
experts. Officials say the
relormsare desigresd to fitune-
proof oversight capaclly o
el pare pesres for the addition
of over 1,000 aircraft in the
next four years.

Typieally, wser develop-
e feess (LD e ke ovadr-
ot operatars for nfrastrse-
turedevedoprment aod expean-
abiom, wheteas ot her passenger-
related charges and fnes
levied by the regulator are
credited to the Consolidated
Fund of Indin

Financial autonomy would
allow the DGCA D “ammct tal-
ent and offer industry-com-
pensard salaries o drmw sector
spechalists”, the officinl sald

Theoverhaul envisbons lm-
Lt govesrmment sugspaort duir-
Ly thetransitin phase before
the regulator becomes largedy
sell-snstaining.

Currently, thee DGCA fune-
thoms as an attached office
under the civil ovintson minks-
try amd 15 funided through the
mindstry’s anmuaal budget.

Inelia’s mindsiry of clvil avia-
tion has been allocated
E210LRT crore In budget
OG- 27, 12.5% Dowver thaa Lasg

year's budge estimates of

£, b crore. OF this, allot-
ment to the DMGCA has
Lnereased by 4% o R 2 orose.
It stonond @t TR0 erore for the
current fscal.

The overhsul envisions limited govermment Support during the
Irandition phase befan DGOA bacomes Self - st 2ining. mocumes

InFY25, this sciual spending
for the regulator was 12753
Lrore,

Allstment to the DGCA as
part of the chvil aviation minks-
try's budgeted expendinire
has moved up from 10% In
FY235 to 16% in

than technocrats, " the afficlal
salil. “A board-led structune
with sector experts would
change the nature of reguls-
tory decislon-malking alio-

gether.”
Shoktl Lumba, avistion
expert, said:

FY26. It 15 bud- As of February, *Ther needs (o
geted ol 16% lor the DGCA had be rehanl of how
FY23 too. 787 vacancies—  the DGOA oper-

The regort was nearly 48% of its 2195 Il needs
prepared in the experts o beoarel.
aftermath of the m‘“ﬁ It el manguer
Alr India crash in anil i nesds 1o be
Jume fn Ahmseda- 1,630 posts more than a
baal, which trig- — departmenit of the

germd  penewed
serutiny ofthe regulator's oo
nbzatbonal strsciune and staff-
g levels,

“After every major aviation
Inetdent, questions are raised
about whether the regulsior
Is run by huresucrats enther

mindstry.” YWhile
therre have been restracturing
effons and stafl expansion,
Lumba sald the DGEAS cone
status remalns unchanged—an
attached oifice dependent on
halgetary supgort—precisely
the gips that need to be

mkdressed.

The DGCA continues to
remmain sevieredy understaffed.

AsofFebruary, the regulator
el THT viptancies—neardy 45%
of s sanectioned strength of
L0 posts. " These vacanches
enxchist Lrgredy cloe o the creatlon
of - additional posts during
the restruciuring undentalen
between 2022 and 2024, e
ol ciad sl

Vacancles have rsenshaply
ower the pust five years, accord-
ingtovdocuments submninedin
Parizment by the mindstry. ln
January 20122, the regulator
headd H52 vacunt positions, The
numbernearly doehled o 835
i Jarnesry 20 stoond] o 867 n
Jammary 2024, anw] 535 in Jane-
ary 2k, even s sanctioned
stvength remadned above LA

“Vacancles at the DGCA
today are almost at parwith the
operating Bevt of India’s four
major alfines—IndiGa, Alr
Ll growep, Akasa and Sploe-
Jot—eombined.” the official
sabdl, “Withover LiWW alrerafl
expected to be sdded over the
et four years, the regulator's
capacity meeds  orgemt
atrengthening.®

Combined fleet of the fm
migjor alrlines |s slightly over
B

Glohally, major aviation reg-

ulators in the US, Europe and
ther UK operate on largely self-
financing models, with most
neome coming directly from
ther industry they overses.

Fow an extended persion of
thix ifory, go follvemint.com.
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Navitaire outage briefly halts
IndiGo, Akasa, AIX check-ins

MUMBALMEW DELHI

plobal techmcd oy out
g involving aidine

reservation  platform
Mavitaire brcelly disrupted
operations of carmiers inchiding
Indifio and Akasa Air on
Thursday moming for about
half an hour, before systems
wire restoredd, according to bwo
peophe Bmilirwith the mudter.
No negordelays wene reportod.
A echnical issue had
affected Navitaire's patform,
which is used by several sirkines
to manage reservations,

check-in services amd depar
ture control systerms. The owt

| =

A spokespersan for Mavitaire, which many airfines use 1o manage

reservations, said a maintenance change led to the ssue. [

check-in counters were non
functional and entry into the

tersal airports. Bl it has been
resalved. No Mights were

agefirst affected mirhines inthe | terminal wasstulled, Everyone | delioyed,” an airine official said.
Asip-Pacific regmon and then | waslefl waiting outside with no Abr Lol clic] et faceamy dis
impacted some carriers in | clear timeline for resolution,” | nuption as it does not use tae
Europe, one person said, | Vivek Kumar, a passongeron | Navitaire softwarne,

requesting anonynity because | anAdr ndia Express (ight from Emails sent to IndiCio, Air
the matter is umder review. HRanchi, saidon LinkedIn. Inudian Excperesss, Abasa Air and

“tln February Hth, a
planmed maimtenance change
uncxpectedly ted to network
instabiliby for Navitaine hosted
airlines. Technical teams ook

An offical from an airlinge
that was briefly affocted. con
firmed the outage and the time
stamps.

The opertions have now

Spicetet secking afficial com
ments did not elicit a respotss
fll the publicationof thisstory.
“The Nwvitaire oulage
exposed an over-reliance on

immedisteaction, snd theisawe | nomalized, thescond pepsan. | this passenger servioe system
wats fully resolved after 50 min- | sail bry the lew -cost carriers,” said
wles, We apolomze for any Navitaire's website lists | Ashish Chhowehhira, pariner

inconvenience

Inditro, Air India

andaviation industry keaderat

cusedivourcus- AP India, the full- Express Akasa Air | Grent Thomiton Bharat. =, this
tomeers. All servi- Service carrier, and Spicedet | recent evenl prompts us (o
ces are currenily did not face any among custom think of backop systoms,
operating  nor disruption as the ers. Minneapolis- | rogional redundancies, aswell
oy, a Mavitaine airline does not bassd Mavitaire | asnesed forrerolatory oversizhi
spokesperson prvides technol- | onsuch orhticelinfrstructune,
saidinanemailed  W5€ the Mavitaire oy services to | Ababmeed approach wall pre
response to Adint. software more thantair- | serveclficiency while minimiz-

“The server of _— lines and rail com- | i risks of larpe-scale dismup-
the solftwiare com- s, tioms in the Rature.”

gy wasdown from G.45am ko
T.25am this morming, impact-
ingrcheck-inservioes soross air
lines and alrports in India. A
similar plitch was noticed
arvand S_0am omwands. Nor-
mtley inoperations happened
post-8.25am. No further
plitchies have beon reported in
the kst few hours. The system
is stable,” an airport official
sanied, requesting anomymity,
“Passengers were urhlbe to
complete web check-inzairpeort

An official at Akasa Air.
rogjuesting anorymity, said the
airline's operations remain
umaffected, Indilo officids said
svstems were restored within
“half an howr” and operations
coaatinme to be normal. Thers
were o canoellfions or delays.

An Air Inadia Express official
saitl its web chech-in facilities
were working and its opern
i remaim unaffected.

“Therewere brief sm=with
the passenger check-in coun

In July 2024 @ tech Bilure
cansed trve] choos arownd the
world, with banking and
healthcare services also hit.
Thie cavuse was attributed to
ovher-security firm Crowd-
Strike upadating its antivirus
softwinre, In December, some
Inedinn airkines reported asofl -
wirte mlitch that led to issues
with check-inservices.

aipidi banfand fivemint.oom

For an extenaded version of
thix story, go o lvemint.oom.
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Airbus bullishon
Indian market

ullish o the growth pastential ol the
B Indian market. serospace magor Alrbus

prlains to produee 10 HEZS helicogters
annually frem the final assembly line,
established ineollaboration with Tata
Advanced Svstems in Karnataka, by 20240,

Asserting that helbeogaers can be a tool for
“pathon ballding”, as well as public services,
Alrbsus Helicoptaers chdelexecutive officer
(CEC) Bruwno Evancsald e foms woudld conginsse
tocondribule tothe devebopmient of the
peosystem in [ndla.

“Wee strangly believe in the potentisl of the
hiedbeopter market inlndla.. we strongly
beleve that HE2S heleopsers can be a key
enabler to bisst this civil heleogter market in
lrucdia,” Even told PV inan interview in the
neatbomal capital.

Adrbus, aloog with Tata Advanced Systems
Ltd {TASLE, has set up the country’s frst
private sector hedbeopter Final Assembly Line
{FAL} farthe HIZ5 at Vemagss In Kamataka. »m
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AAIB probing Baramati Learjet crash;

DFDR data retrieved: Civil Aviation Min

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: The Ministry
ofl Civil Aviation confirmed
on Thursdn}' that the investi-
gation of the Learjet 45 aireraft
accident VT-55K near Bara-
tnali on January 28 is proceed-
ing strictly in accordance with
the Aircraft Investigation of
Accidents and Incidents Rules
of 2025 and the ICAO Annex
13 guidelines.

Maharashtra Deputy Chiel
Minister Ajit Pawar and four
others were killed in the crash.

The investigation is b::lng
conducted by the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau. It
is a technical investigation
based on evidence. It entails
the examination of the aircraft
wreckage, the examination of
the IIJ'.H t and maintenance
records of the aireraft, and lab-
oratory testing of the aircraft
components where necestary.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation has stated that the air-
craft was provided with twa
separate {light recarders. The
Dhgital Flight Data Recorder
manufactured by L3 Commu-

KEY POINTS

crash

» Maoharashira Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar and four others ware killed in the

« It is a technical investigation based on

avidence

» It entalls the examination of the aireraft
wreckage, the exominafion of the flight
ond maimenance records of the alrcraft,
and laboratory testing of the dircraft
components where necessary

nication has been successfully
downloaded. Tt was done at the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau’s New Delhi facility. The
Cockpit Voice Recorder man-
ufactured by Honeywell has
been damaged due to ther-
mal effects. Technical assis-
tance has been requested from
the State of Design/Manulae-
ture in accordance with the
TCAD Annex 13, The Prelimi-
nary Report is 1o be submitted
within 30 days of the aceident
in accordance with interna-
tonal regulations. The Final
Beport will be submitted once
the investigation is complete.

On the issue of regulatory over-
siwht, the Directorate General

Civil Aviation conducted 51
audits of non-scheduled opera-
tevrs i 2025,

It also conducted sev-
eral survelllance activities of
M/s. VSR Ventures related to
the 11'15!11 sal'rL}' syslems of the
operator, the compliance of the

rator with the requirements
E];FIJ.‘::.- app]icabltmrggdaﬁﬁm
related to the maintenance of
the aircraft, the documenta-
tion of the operator, and the
facilities of the operator, All
these have been reportedly
completed. After the Learjet

45 accident, the DGCA con-
ducted a special audit of M/s.
V5R Ventures on February 4,
2026,

It is related to the Opera-
Honal control systems of the
operator, the maintenance
practices of the operator, the
crew training standards of the
operator, and the monitoring
of the flight data of the opera-
tor, It is to be v:.‘ucmpl:tr very
soon. Special audits of other
major non-scheduled Opera-
tors and aerodromes that have
been involved in VIP and
VVIP flights have also been
ordered.



Corporate Communications Directorate

HIT4 a4y _
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF

INDILA

THE PIONEER

LUCEINOW

15 FEBRUARY 2026

SC asks Uttarakhand HC to decide plea

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

of aviation firm on helipad

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the
Uttarakhand High Court to
expeditiously decide twao sep-
arate pleas by aviation firm
Deccan Charters Pvt Ltd
against repeated temporary
acquisition of its private
helipad at the Govind Ghat by
the State Government,

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and justices
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pancholi asked the Registrar
General of the state High Court
at Nainital to take instruction
from the chief justice and list
the two pending pleas of the
aviation firm before a bench
there in the week commenc-
ing March 9, 2026.

The bench asked the High
Court bench, which will be
dealing with the pleas, to
decide the petitions within
two months. Taking note of
the upcoming ‘chardham
yatra'in the state, it said if the
pleas are not decided within

the stipulated time period
then the aviation firm can
approach the top court
seeking revival of the plea
here. Deccan Charters Pvt
Ltd, in its plea filed through
lawyer Smarhar Singh,
described the repeated taking
over of its private helipad by
the state Government as
“illegal, unabated, and
unconstitutional”.

The petition accused the
state Government of bypassing
due process to hand over the
functional helipad to a com-
petitor, Pawan Hans Limited,

issue

while the High Court alleged-
ly failed to adjudicate on the
matter despite multiple urgent
pleas. Deccan Charters has
operated helicopter shuttle
services for the Shri Hemkund
Sahibiji Yatra since 2011.

The company holds a valid
lease for the Govind Ghat
helipad in Chamoli District
until March 2027. However,
the company alleges that since
May 2024, the State administra-
tion has engaged in a pattern
of "forceful takeovers” under
the guise of temporary acqui-
sition for the Yatra season.
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Bangladesh blocks SpiceJet

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Bangladesh has banned avi-
ation giant Spicejet from
flying in its airspace as the
budget carrieris yet to clear
its pending dues.
Consequently, with Dhaka's
airspace no longer avail-
able for the airline, as a
result, some of the airline's
flights from Kolkata, includ-
ing those to Guwahati, are
now taking longer routes.

Sources indicated that
the restriction imposed by
Bangladesh is linked to
non-payment of dues,

although the exact nature of
the outstanding amount
could not be immediately
confirmed. According to
flight tracking data from
Flightradar24.cam on
Thursday, Spice]et flights
operating between Kolkata
and the northeastern cities
of Guwahati and Imphal
were avoiding Bangladesh
airspace and instead taking
longer routes. This may
increase flying time for pas-
sengers on these flights.

A spokesperson for
Spicejet said on Thursday
that the airline is in regular
talks with the authorities

about operational and pro-
cedural matters, including
charges for using the air-
space."These are routine
industry issues and we are
working constructively
towards an early resolu-
tion. Our flight operations
remain unaffected, and we
continue to operate our
scheduled services in line
with regulatory require-
ments,” the spokesperson
said. Spicejet shares were
down nearly 1 percent at Rs
16.81 on the BSE during after-
noon trading. The airline
has also been struggling
financially.



Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAE EKESART DELHT 20 FEBRUARY 2026

&iar & ail: U 331 U2 anel

nifsea (i9= @ i BRAA 50

)/ =% feeett

sHaroea T e ases
o & e o wgeE &
A W HfeErd Irered 7
F 71 w i fafuez
Wi W g gt
feeeft frgm foem I9siEm
sram VI 9 58 @ F iR
FHl WA TU forwEa W
wiferer =g 4 =
A 4 ugTEnsd
forerrraerel =) ot T2
féTu 50,000 93 7w WEEH
&4 % 7 50,000 F94 &1 1
syreryn o | sqriT o i forii
e gAR Hed i TEe
Vg = onftre &) wrdm

&5IR BUL B4 &l
akll 3ol 81 TpH
A dist & fee
& 1 e fean

st s o oee B B
Wity dan & sEa INE
%1 o wfansit @1 sva
feen e, & Freren = &
o Tt we sl &
dra A O =0 # | Preerrasd
st Il A 28 Al 2024
%1 7 wiftes 4 TE feett 91
o & fen wm ifzm w
oz g% s o fwe

siAensd 2aw HewH
wrdifE & mean |4 i
o, fwwl F@ F9d
2,45,151.72 ¥74 4 Brm
o g T B TEE & A
fasa ot v Fo| &
sfirmty sirarera s = *1
W | A & sifm S
200 # sifirs =fadt & foro
F9erey 4, Fornt fefa of T
woa ot TaE sfafts, O
3T F A0A (-G
iz foen, seadfE
=9 3 9 W w1 # ff
ferrgasrdl A = ot A
wmaEl T e A e
e s e i 22 gan W)



CIRES LB o uiEs
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HE MBS GF 1HB LA DELHT 20 FEBRUARY 2026

DGCA audited
VSR, 50 others
in 2025: Govt

Mumbai: DGCA carried out 51
regulatory  audits of non-
scheduled operators (aircraft
charter companies) in 2025,
govtsaid Thursday, adding that
all findings arising from those
inspections had been closed.
Civil aviation ministry said
audits included surveillance of
VSR Ventures, operator of the
Learjet 45 involved in an acci-
dent at Baramation.Jan 28.
Following the crash that
killed Ajit Pawar, among oth-
ers, DGCA was directed to con-
duct an audit of VSR Ventures,
covering regulatory compli-
ance, safety management sys-
tems, crew training and flight
data monitoring practices. The
audit commenced on Feb 4 and
is expected to be completed
shortly, the ministry stated.
DGCA is also undertaking
audits of othersignificant non-
scheduled operators and aero-
dromesengaged in VIP ops. t
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Special audit of private operator in Baramati
crash near completion: Aviation Ministry

enforcement action to be ini-
tiated wherever required.
The step indicates a wider
serutiny of charter and exec

SHEKHAR SINGH

THIHIEN B REW S AR MICD

SULE SEEKS SECURITY FOR MLA ROHIT PAWAR

B MNCP (SP) leader Supriva Sule on Thursday demanded that
the Maharashtra Government provide immediate security

NEW DELHI, FEBHRUARY 15

Nearly three weeks after the
fatal Learjet crash in Bara-
mati that killed senior NCP
leader Ajt Pawar and four
others, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) on Thurs-
day said the special audit of
VSR Ventures, a private avia-
tion company, was expected
to conclude shorthy, even as
the technical probe into the
acddent gathers pace.

The ministry said it had
directed the Directorate Gen-
el of Civil Aviation (DGCAM
carry out a detailed review of
the operator's regulatory com-

to party MLA Rohit Pawar, who has publicly ralsed ques-
tions about the circumstances surrounding the erash.

B She added that Rohit Fawar had been presenting facts and
raising issues in a structured and wellressarched manner.

phiance, operational control
systerns, maintenance prae-
tices, crew training stindards,
safety management systems
and monitoring of cockpit
voice recorder{ CVR) and flight
data recorder (FDR) data.
“The audit findings, once
finalised, will be examined
under the DGCA's enforce-
ment policy and procedures

manual, and action will fol-
Iow wherever violations are
established,” said of ficials,
The ministry has also asked
the repulator to undertake
special audits of other major
nor-scheduled operitors and
aemdromes engaged in VIP
and VVIP operations, These
inspections are being con-
diicted in phases, with

utive flight operations
bevond the Baramati erash.

The investigation into the
28 January accident mvolv-
ing the Learjet 45 (VE55K) is
being conducted by the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AATE) strictly in
acrordance with the Aircraft
{(Investipation of Accdents
and Incidents) Rules, 2025,
and the Standards and Hec-
ommended Practices under
ICAQ Annex 13 framed by
the International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation,



	HT-PAT- 19 FEB.JPG
	BM-BAN-19 FEB.JPG
	BS DL 20FEB2026.jpg
	DB DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	DB DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	DH-BAN-19 FEB.JPG
	DJ DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	DJ DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	DJ RS 20FEB2026.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-19 FEB.JPG
	HH DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	HH DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	HT-MUM-19  FEB.JPG
	HT-ND-20 FEB.JPG
	HT-PAT-19  FEB.JPG
	HU-ND-20 FEB.JPG
	MP-KOL-19 FEB.JPG
	MS DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	TOI-BAN-19 FEB.JPG
	TOI-MUM-19 FEB.JPG
	TOI-ND-20 FEB.JPG
	AU DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	BL DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	BL DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	BL DL 20FEB2026B.JPG
	BS DL 20FEB2026.jpg
	BS DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	BS DL 20FEB2026B.JPG
	DH-BAN-19 FEB.JPG
	DJ DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	DJ DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	DJ DL 20FEB2026B.JPG
	DJ RS 20FEB2026.JPG
	DJ-KAN-19 FEB.JPG
	ET DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	ET DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	ET DL 20FEB2026B.JPG
	FE DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	FE DL 20FEB2026A.JPG
	FE DL 20FEB2026B.JPG
	HH DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	HU-CH-19 FEB.jpg
	HU-ND-20 FEB.jpg
	IE-ND-20 FEB.JPG
	IE-ND-20 FEB-A.JPG
	LS DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	MINT DL 20FEB2026.jpg
	MINT DL 20FEB2026A.jpg
	MINT DL 20FEB2026B.JPG
	MP DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	PIO-LUC-19 FEB.JPG
	PIO-ND-20 FEB.JPG
	PK DL 20FEB2026.JPG
	TOI-ND-20 FEB.JPG
	TRI DL 20FEB2026.JPG

