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Thieves target AAl officials at Delhi 5-star hotel

Uywar Jacas
NEW DL, PERIEARY 17
Theé belongings of several
officials of the Airport
Authority of India [(AAT)
were stolen ot a 5-stur hotel
in New Delhi during a Min-
istry of Civil Aviation event
The theftoomurred on Febm-
ary 14 at the Thj Mahal Hotel,
where AAT had organised an

event attended by Mmiger ol
for Crrill  Avisthon

rlichar Mohol amd =nior

affieials from the Ministey,
Delhi Police, actimg on
complaints from AAT offi-
cials, have registersd an
FIR amd begun an investi-
pation, According to the
FIR, the theft took place
around 2 pm in the Man
Singh-1 banquet area dur-

ing the AAT workshop, as
;u*l'FL‘.’T‘I.-'i-.-HI::HhF||||1.|:|5.|-:|
bw the hotel

The staken items included
laptops, cash, mobike
phones, [0 eards, credit
cards and other personal
belongings, The FIR
noted thut hotel manage-
ment should have been
more vigilanl, especially
with VVIP pguesis present,

S

including the Civil Aviation
:‘\1IIIE."1':|'T .|r:»:| =EIOT I
istry ol ficials

."q.‘!l.[ ||!'I'i|'i:1.|.~ Ve ar II.-‘H|
the hotel of neglipence in
ensuring adequate security
which not only led to the
theft but slso harmed the
reputation of both the Min-
istry of Civil Avia and
the Airports Authority of
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PLANE TRUTHS | City registers over 100 flights from a meagre

P;:;;f;kgr“;]'( llnﬁ"ter faith,
new leap of fortune
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Prayagraj Airpont has under
gone a mmarkable (rans-
formation. now  handling
mare than 100 Mights per day
2 sgnif icam incresse Fom just
16 faghes dady before Maha
Kumnbh NS This surge in adr
traffic he s=t mew remmda
with the airpon managing
N T PasaEngers cn
Febriary 6 morkang the
highiest smgle-day foodall
s history. On the same chy
Provagraj Airport recornded
I scheduled Bights, breake
ing the previows doy's recarnd
of 1982 pecsengem when the
airport ako handled X
Mights. Accarding o adrpon
afficalk this spike &0 air wralfic
s primarily dueto hemasve
imflux of pilgrams armang for
the grand religious gathering.
[Mata fram February 6 shows
that KLIS2 pastengen arrived
on 0 fighn. while K4S pas-
semgers demred an another
0l A smilar pitern was
alwerved an Februan 15, with

e
S

e -m&-ﬂﬁznmﬂmm.mi; b o

‘Mi susing Mahakumbh funds’
Even as UF's budget session commenced on
Meanday on a stormy nole as the Samajwadi
Party (SP) lander Shivpal Singh Yaday
asccused the BIP rmment of exploiting
people’s faith hﬂmdﬂdﬂuﬂhh-
2025 Accusing the government of financial
mismanagement, Yadov sid that public funds
were baing misused for public relations
rather than for actunl improvements at the
Mahak umbh site. “There is comple te chaos in
the arrangements. The government shoud
resign for such misgover nance” he saed

10300 passen gers kandimg and
Sl departing,

The adrport’s growth hos
been mmwewhe since i
inauguration in XK Between
Felruary | and 16, 203
Prasgmj Awpart handed
A5HN pastengers acmm
1288 scheduled fighi, awer-
agng 13412 passengers daihe
On February |3 the atrpart
aw 6310 possengem an 86
Bighn, surpassing (his recond
st dmx bter an Februarny 15
and K On the aperang day al
M hakumbl-B05.  Jasiuary

L R

A the arpori managed 3
fights carmymyg 4550 passen-
per. and by Janory B4 irafiic
had newdy doublsd w0 S978
s e e et 56 flishiis. Foowm
dan 13 o Feb W the smpart
aconimmnodated 312 559 pas-
sengems cm L4 flghis over 26
dos, sveraging 8909 passen-
gem an 57 flghts daik
Theadrpar{sabdity & man-
age this surge in wrulfic hos
been boktered by sggnificant
imfmstruchire upgrades. In
prepuration fr Mala Kombh-
NS, suthonties expanded

. e

TN s

NGT reviows

pollution reports

The Natiomn| Green Tribunal (NGT)
was apprised of water contam ina-
tion concerns in Prayagraj during
the engaing Mahakumbh, as per a
report submitted by the Central
Pallution Control Board (CPCB).

T he findings indica ted that sever al
manitoring points {alled o meel
the required water quality s tan-
dards for bathing, particularly in
terms of fascal colform levels

the termine] ares from 6700
smre metres o 5500
square netres  increasing
peak-howr capuony from 540
10 LB pasi engera
Miukeh (handrm
Lipacihiya. Dereaar al
Pravagraj Abrparl. ome
memead, “The major réanp
umdertnken af Provagraj
Ampont  lad significanthe
fmproved our abiiite 1 handle
the swpe in  {hghs’
Mesrnvhile Maha Kb will
mit be extended sadd

Provagray D iract Mag btre
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Prayagraj airport handles over 100

BISWAJEET BANERJEE B
PRAYAGRA)

P rayagraj Airport has under-
gone a remarkable transfor-
mation, handling over 100
flights daily-a sevenfold
increase from its previous 16
flights per day before
Mahakumbh-2025.

This surge in air traffic has
resulted in new records for the
sirport, with February 16
marking the highest single-
day foatfall in its history, as it
managed 20,297 passengers.
This broke the previous record
set on February 15, when the
airport handled the same num-
ber of flights but with 19,822
passengers, according to gir-
port otficials.

The spike in air traffic is attrib-
uted to the massive influx of
pilgrims arriving for the grand

religions gathering. Official
data reveals that on February
16, 10,152 passengers arrived

on 60 flights, while 10,145
departed on another 60 flights.
On February 15, 10,300 passen-
gers landed, and 9,522 passen-
gers took off.

flights daily a_mi

Since its inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
December 16, 2018, and the
launch of flight operations in
Janoary 2019, the airport has
rapidly expanded its capacity.
Between February 1 and 16,
2025, the airport handled
214,593 passengers across 1 288

|

Dhesjoboes aron o Sangam amd 3 tush during She angoing hahakenbh Mo 2025, in Prayagr)

flights, averaging 13,412 pas-
St‘ﬁgﬂl’ﬁ d,ail}‘im.{'ﬂl ﬁi.ghupper
day. On February 13, the air-
port set a record of 16,310 pas-
sengers on 9% dlights, before
surpassing it with 20,297 pas-
sengers on February 16. On
fanuary 13, the opening day of
Mahakimbh-2025, the airport

FTI

managed 33 flights carrying
4,252 passengers, and by
January 28, tratfic had nearly
douhled to 8,378 passengers on
56 flights. From January 13 o
February 16, the airpori
accommodated 312,536 pas-
sengers on 1,974 flights, aver-
aging 8,929 passengers and 57

d Mahakumbh surge

flights daily.

T meet the surge in demand,
Prayagraj Airport has under-
gone significant infrastructure
upgrades. The terminal area
was expanded from 6,700
square meters to 25,500 square
meters, allowing the airport to
handle 1,080 passengers during
peak hours,

A new terminal bailding was
added to sccommodate an
additional 1,620 passengers.
Connectivity as also
improved, with flights now
HJiEi.ng Prayagraj to 17 cities,
up from just eight in December
24 In January 2025, more
than 60 new flights were intro-
duced, significantly improy-
ing accessibility. Parking capac-
ity was tripled fron 200 to 600
vichicles, and check-in counters
expanded from 8 to 42
Passenger convenience has
been a top priority, with the air-
|:lv.':-rl now offering upgraded
ounges, a childcare room, and
more boarding bridges-up
from 2 to 6. Food and beverage
options have cxpanded, mdusl-
ing the addition of the budget-
friendly UDIAN Yatri Cafe.
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Snag-hit cargo plane makes
emergency landing at RGIA

Times News NETwonRK

Hyderabad: A cargo aircraft made an emergency lan-
ding at RGIA on Monday night due to a technical snag.
The Blue Dart Aviation cargo aircraft, which was flying
from Chennai to Hyderabad, experienced a malfunction
in its landing gear during the flight, prompting the crew
todeclare anemergency situation,

The pilots immediately alerted airport officials about
the sitnation and sought permission for an emergency
landing. There were around six erew members on board.



&IRPL}HISAUIH FiTr‘ L?F iHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 20 FEBRUARY 2025

TermT= e
A& H§ GUR
I |, ETEhT

o arferant
=% faeein) 20 A e & T
FT T S0 S W
# R 91 e foeen eEE
o afaw 7w 7 H =
TfEm ST HAeE iR
Tt 3EEEa wEiHsmer w
T A SH A g RS
R s R

1 i fE
aifert 7w & B e

fabmdt =1 smweR 0 A
e T 17 -2 ra
TN F EAE T AR O
T F Tl & 9 AH e
AT T YA T HR 3% T
FiA ¥ Rt Sifes U wm
&1 e FenE @ wEEE
g F vEve § = wiem
s 8 w0 £, s o
Tl 1w e A
iR Tl Hia senel
T = w8



AIF?FUH ISAUTHORI E' ¥ LH- iNUiﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK EHASEKAR DELHI 20 FEBRUARY 2025

o —

vt & i el e W oIs e |

Il sl TeEn T e F A=
T Tl o T, S O T
faom 3 o 519 e o 8
Tee 2T R S TR

& wEey 8 feen g Ty 8

M S TR TR # RS S
™ A A 1 g # TRy |
TEAIE =
TR @ i SEey # e w1
Al RS TR 12.55 T4 HAE
w0 8, S AR F oA e
11.55 = TR & TE| T4 ° Fim 25
Tz ueel TR 6 A TAHE WE T8
m, fad e 1 ZifEe off o
A fom v e = T S e
I = AR A e N e
| T TR ARG T A T SR
& s # e fan s w1
wmmﬁmw#
TR WEAY | YEE
T 1 °2 uge @ 2 = )

THYTE T 22, 24 ¥ 25 FEEE
Wit R = 33 and wE g
T g2 &1 3 TER 3 1= A
A 1 e TR 3 e
& o = = i e e
wﬂilmﬁmw
& e i T 3 w9 B e
HvTE T ¥ e & e

o & 20 a0 FuiE ¢ e e
=1 YT TEAR &1 A S



AIRPURISAUIH F«'IT‘:‘ {JF :NUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGALORE

15 FEERUARY 2025

Lufthansa partners mth Infy fora Gcc in B‘luru

BENGALURU, DHNS: Global avi-
ation giant Lufthansa Group
is setting up a global capabil-
ity centre (GCC) in Bengaluru
in partnership with Infosys,
the IT firm informed on Tues-
day. The centre will focus on
delivering methods for fu-
ture-ready and sustainable IT
products and datadriven solu-
tions. Thisisaimed atimprov-
ing aviation safety, efficiency,
customer experience, and
competitiveness while aiding
the Germanairline to manage
volatile demand.

The GCC will also look into
the software and product de-
velopment as well as increase
support for Lufthansa’s IT
provider Lufthansa Systems
GmbH (LSY) and products
for the external airline mar-
ket customers. “The aviation

industry is facing unprece-
dented challenges, from vola-
tile fuel prices and increasing
operational complexities to
global political uncertainties.
This collaboration will be in-
strumental in optimising our
operations, enhancing passen-
ger experiences, increasing
the productivity and stability
of our operational process-

Lufthansa

LI_:L 5 li.tl!llllillll !l _: ks

srBEdes B B @ I[l]

es - for sustainable growth,”
said Thomas Riickert, Chief
Innovation Officer, Lufthansa
Group.

However, this isn’t the soft-
ware giant’s first stint in the
aerospace sector. Infosys and
Rolls-Royce had worked on a
joint aerospace engineering
and digital innovation centre
in Bengaluruin 2022,
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{ TORONTO PLANE CRASH } 21 PEOPLE INJURED

Investigators recover black

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: Canadian investiga-
tors said on Tuesday they sent
black boxes for lab analysis
from a Delta Air Lines regional
jet that flipped upside down
upon landing in Toronto a day
earlier, as they probe causes of
the crash that injured 21 people.

Following initial impact on
the runway at Toronto’s Pear-
son Airport, parts of the CRJ900
aircraft separated and a fire
ensued, Transportation Safety
Board of Canada Senior Investi-
gator Ken Webster said in a
video.

The team of over 20 Canadian
investigators are leading the
probe into the jet operated by
Delta’s Endeavor Air subsidiary
and are getting assistance from
the US National Transportation

boxes for further analy

SiS

The Delta Air Lines plane lies upside down at Toronto Pearson
Airporton Tuesday.

Safety Board and regulators
Transport Canada and the US
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion.

Webster echoed other avia-
tion safety officials in saying it
was too early to tell what hap-
pened to Flight 4819 from Min-
neanolis-St. Paul International

AP

Airport, which had 80 people on
board including crew.

Air crashes are usually
caused by multiple factors.

The reported weather condi-
tions at the time of the crash
indicated a "gusting crosswind
and blowing snow", flight track-
ine website FlishtRadar?4 said.
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This new Airbus jet is bad news for Boeing

o L P e AL e
feedbacki@livemint com

irbus has a new jet
thai’s winning over
some of Boeing's best

customers. I also raises the
specterof more trouble ahesd
forthe LS. planemaker.
The Ewropean company
started delivering the new air-
craft—the ASZIXLR—late last
vear against a backdrop of
manufacturing upheaval and
firancial strain 2t its American
rival So far the X1H has racked

Airbus"s XLH 1o replace their
aging: Boeing 757 Aeets, Other
girlines including Australia’s
Qantas have also purchased
the XLH—the first time that
carrier hasordered one of Air-
bus's smaller, narrow-body
jets.

Central tothe XLR sappeal
i a giant fuel tank behind the
wings that means the aircraft
can ey up to 2220 passengors
on trips as long as 11 hours.
That is far longer than tvpical
marreewbsochy jets, albowing air
lines to open wp new direct

up more rountes
than 300 f | including
o ers  THEWALL STREET JOURNAL. 'nc uite
mamy [roem Atlantic

airlines looking to replace
older Boeing planss.

The jet's success is one of

the starkest signs st of the
diverzing fortunes of the two
companies, with Hoeing's
troubibes leading to maps inits
product linewp that are now
being exploited by Airbus. It is
also & warming of a bigger
threat looming: While Boving
is strapped for cash, Airbus is
increasingly imvesting in an
entirely new genemtion of air-
crafi that could shape the
duopoly for decades to come.

American Airlines and
United Airlines have chosen

without needing to sell as
many tickeis as they would
with a bigper, wide-body
plane.

The new model—the latest
inits AS20 family of aircraft
has another advantage: It
doesn’t have much competi
tion. Boeing discontinueed the
757 m 2004 and shelved plms
to build a new aircraft that
woridd have competed directly
with the XLR in 2020, The
LS. comprany’s main rivil ar-
craft—the 737 MAX 10—is
vears behind schedule, await
ing signoff from the Federal
Aviation Administration.

“Ulearly the first priority for
Boeing is to resobve ils manu
facturing problems, which is
no ol issue.” saied Nick Cun
ninghem an analyst at Agency
Partnerswhio has followed the
industry for almost 40 yvears.
“But the very next thing they
need to address is the prod
uct”

Costomer doubis

Airbus usurped Boeing as
the world's biggest plane
maker in 2(H8 following the
grounding of the 737 MAX
after two frtal accidents. [t has
delivered more jets and
booked more net orders each
VEur since,

In 2024, Airbus not only
pulled further ahead in nar
row-body sireraft but also cot
into Boeing's bong- held bead in
siles of wide-bodies, partly
aided by repested delays to the
Americun company’s 77X
With muny 7775 reaching the
end of their lifespans, Airbus
says the battle for higger jets s
jusst starting, includingwith its
first-ever dedicated freighier.

Boeing currently has six
passenger jot models available
for customers, with fowr still
awaiting signodf from regula
tors. Airbus has 12 distinct
models available.

Benoit de Saint-Exupéry.

a4

So far Airbus's XLR has racked wp more than 500 crders, mamy

from airlines looking to replace older Boeing planes.

Airbus’s head of jet sales,
atiributed the company’s per-
formance inits product lineup,
while acknowledzing it had
also benefited from the situn
tion at Boeing “casting some
doubis in the minds of some
CUSEOIMErs.”

1t hasn't been all gloom for
Boring. The company in
Decemberannounced a land
markorder forupto 200 MAX
10 jets from Turkey's Pega
sus—a carrier that predomi
nanily operates Airbus jets.
American Airlines also dou
biled down onits commitment
to the MAX 10 with 85 new

orders last March.

RELITESS

And Airbus isn‘twithouot its
own problems. Supply-chain
isz=nes have limited the com
pany’s plans to turbocharge
production and meet booming
demand in the wake of the
pandemic Thismonth, Aifbus
said it was delaving a long-
touted hydrogen-powered jet.

Lightweight frames and
Tolding wings

Stll, Airbus’s superior
financial position means it can
embark o the expensve work
of liunching an all-new jet
eiving it ahead start inthe bat
the for future lesdership of the
indusiry.

In the five vears since 2016,

Airbus hias speni some S12.59
hillion on researchand devel
opmient in itscommercial-air
eraft division. Boeing s plane
miking business has spent 58
billion. Both also invest in
otheruniits that developtech
nodogry that can liter beused in
commerdial aircraft.

Airbus has beenworking on
lightweight aiffmmes, fucl-cf
ficient engines and even fold
ingrwings that could feature on
anext-generation

position to liunch a new air-
craft.

“We've got to spend a little
bit more focus on getting
ready, getting the business
back togenerating cash so that
we have the cash to support
the new airplane develop
meent.” Ortherg said, “That is
absolutely critical forus"

To focus on peiting its
delaved models to market,
Boeing has shifted some engi

neers from a jot

gircraft. The Airbususurped  development
c_'nmmn].'i.s.ﬁtart Bming as world's i;TE:-::‘ TI.“];]
ing to narrow biggest plane NASA—calle

?I}\'l.'l-lﬂ.'lt‘.r_::‘!ii‘l."'ll.ﬁ: maker il'?][.'l'lg \:»:I: .t]11:!t:clsl.;ld
e dlner folovingrsy ot g o
:?Iﬂ'clsluhum'h Mﬁ.ﬁéﬁ'ﬁ #mﬁding eration Fi!ﬂt‘. A
around 2030and 31 1EM 2 accidents Boeing spokes

enterinto servioe
seven or eight
years later.
Boeing is far behind.
“Wespend more time argu-
ingwithin curselves than we
do thinking abwout Airbus and

howwe're ponna beat Airbus

to the punch,” Boeing Chief

Executive helly Oriberg tokd
workers at a companywide
briefing in November, weeks
after the first XL was deliv
ered.

But Ortherg is clear that
Boeimge isn't ved in o financial

wonman refermed
1o cormments Crt-
berg made last month, in
which he said the compamy
wasstill imvesting in X-G6and
that technology from that pm-
gram coanbd fctor inen all-new
plane.

Boeing hasn't launched an
all-mew atrcraft for more than
oo decades. The 787, formally
arrnounced in 2004, cost tens
of hllinns of dallars fo develog
arud took seven vears to hit the
market. The plane maker
syt almiest as meiny vears fiss

uring out whai thai aircrafi
wontld locl like.

‘The queen on the chess-
bosrd”

Executives ai both compa
nies have long likened their
duopolistic rivalry to a com-
plex and expensive game of
chess. Befon making a move,
eachside carefully assesses the
other's lineup and games ot
horw they might respond.

They don't always get it
right. The annals of aviation
history are littered with filed
aircralt programs, inchuding
Airbus's lagship A3R0 super-
jumba,

Boeing's hasty developament
of the 737 MAX, which was
delivered to customers with a
fatal flaw, came as the com
pany sought (o respond to a
revamped Airbus jet—the
A3Nneo-—that took Boeing
by surprise in 010,

For Airbus, Boeing's woes
meran the game has changed,
sdid Christian Scherer, head
of the plane maker's commer
cial-aircraft division. Airbus
now has more freedom when
making strategic decisions
“imstead of responding (o @
threatening move of the
gueen on the chesshounl,”™ he
sl
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