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CAD returns proposal,
seeks clarity on land
acquisition for airport

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumari@hindustantimes.com
PATNA: The civil aviation
department (CAD) has
returned a proposal from the
Patna district administration
seeking acquisition of about 191
acres of additional land for
extending the runway at Bihta
airport, asking officials to
clearly spell out the human set-
tlements and population likely
to be affected, top officials said
on Sunday.

The CAD response follows a
proposal submitted by the dis-
trict administration on Decem-
ber 7 last year, which identified
approximately 191 acres of land
on either side of the existing
runway at Bihta for acquisition.

“We have returned the pro-
posal, asking the district
administration to specify the
human settlements and popu-
lation that will be impacted by
the land acquisition,” a CAD
officer said. “Before placing the
proposal to senior officers and
routing it to the cabinet for
approval, it is essential to have
clarity on habitation and settle-
ments. In its present form, the
proposal is incomplete.”

Officials also flagged another
sensitive issue — a graveyard
falling within the proposed
acquisition area. The district
administration’s plan includes
the graveyard as part of the
land required for runway
extension, people familiar with
the matter said.

“The acquisition of a grave-
vard and provision of an equi-
table alternative burial site isa
delicate issue and must be han-
dled with utmost sensitivity,
after taking the local commu-
nity into confidence,” one of

the persons cited above said.

Efforts to contact Patna dis-
trict magistrate Thiyagarajan
SM for comments were unsuc-
cessful, as he did not respond
to calls or text messages on
Sunday and earlier last Thurs-
day.

Bihta, a defence airbase
located about 33 kms from
Patna’s Jayaprakash Narayan
International Airport, is
expected to begin commercial
flight operations next year. In
2019, the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) had projected the
need for around 1915 acres of
additional land to extend the
runway [rom about 8,200 feet
to 12,000 feet and to install
approach lighting. The expan-
sion would allow operations of
wide-bodied aircraft, including
cargo planes, and enable flights
during low visibility conditions
in winter,

Both the state government
and the AAl are keen on devel-
oping Bihta as a full-fledged
international airport. The state
cabinet had earlier given
in-principle approval for addi-
tional land acquisition. So far,
the state government has trans-
ferred 108 acres to the AAI for
development of a civil enclave
at Bihta.

The AAl is expected to invest
around 1,200 crore to develop
Bihta for commercial opera-
tions, in addition to the existing
Patna airport. The terminal at
Jayaprakash Narayan Interna-
tional Airport was revamped
for about 1,200 crore in May
last year, boosting peak-hour
handling capacity to over 3,000
passengers and annual capac-
ity to around 10 million,
up from about 2.5 million ear-
lier.
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AAI submits
report on Adyar
elevated corridor

CHENNALI

The Airports Authority of India
has submitted to the Water
Resources Department the
report of a study to assess the
hydrological impact of the
proposed elevated corridor on
Adyar river. » PAGE 4
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AAI submits report to WRD
on building elevated corridor

AAI officials said the State government had called for a study to assess whether the pillars of

the proposed elevated corridor from Thandalam will obstruct flow of water in the Adyar river

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNALI

n a bid to push to-
l wards speedy imple-

mentation of an ele-
vated corridor and the
construction of the satellite
terminal at the Chennai
Airport, Airports Authority
of India (AAI) has submit-

ted a study to the Water Re-
sources Department
(WRD).

The satellite terminal
was proposed nearly eight
year ago as it will help in
handling air and passenger
traffic. It will also be a way
of optimum utilisation of
the remote bays.

This project, which was
on the back burner for sev-
eral years, gained a new
lease of life in 2024, when
AAl revived it.

Fresh proposal

After the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment informed AAI
that they cannot provide
additional land for esta-
blishing connectivity to
this terminal, AAI pitched
a new proposal to the State

_lq%.

———

*:.- -

iﬁ"- .’.". P

8]

L
=

H |

y b ﬂuﬂr
(L

ey ﬂt ¥or

'*-:.-u

My
-

Fresh start: Initially proposed eight years ago, the project picked up pace after AAl revived it in 2024
and submitted a new proposal to the State government early last year. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

government early last year.

According to this re-
newed plan, an elevated
corridor from National
Highway 32 can be built to
give access to the satellite
terminal.

This corridor’s origin
will be close to Madha Arts
and Science College in
Thandalam, pass via the
Adyar River and finally end
at the terminal’s entry
point.,

Officials of AAI said,
while this new plan did not
demand additional land,
they needed a nod from
the WRD and Central Pol-

lution Control Board.

“The State government
had asked us to submit a
report which is a study on
the hydrological impact on
the Adyar River. Since the
pillars will be on the river,
they wanted us to examine
if such construction will
hinder the flow of water.
So, we requested the
Centre for Water Resourc-
es, Anna University, to do a
study on the same, exa-
mining how the flow of wa-
ter will be when there are
no rains, during monsoon
and floods. They recently
gave the report. We have

now submitted it to WRD,”
an official said.

AAI officials said, if they
receive approval from the
State government, then
they will allocate funds to-

wards building this termi-
nal and the four-lane ele-
vated corridor.

“This terminal could
either be a full-fledged pas-
senger terminal or even
serve as an exclusive cargo
terminal. Since Parandur
airport will take another
4-5 years, the city will be-
nefit from having such a
terminal,” another ofhcial
said.
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One runway set to be shut for four months on
Feb16,won't h1t ﬂlght ops, says airport operator

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 19

ONE OF the four runways at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport, the busiest
one in the country, will be shut
for nearly four months, starting
February 16, for major repair
and upgrade works, the Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) said on Monday.

When one of these runways
was shut down for upgradation
in April 2025, flight operations
were massively hit at the Delhi
airport, as it led to delays and
cancellations.

Following a meeting with
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu, the airport
decided toopen the unway ear-

The Delhi airport has 4 runways.

lier than scheduled.

Runway 11R/29L, which is
now being shut, is commonly
known as the third minway and
has been in continuous use
sinee 2008.

DIAL said the runway now
requires large-scale rehabilita-
tionowingtoageing, higher air-
craft movement and increased

operational load.

The work is expected to
begin on February 16 after regu-
latory clearances and the run-
way is expected to reopen in
early July, subject to approval
from aviation regulator Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).

According to airport oper-
ator DIAL, IGI Airport has a ca-
pacity of operating 1,514 aircraft
per day and that the closure of
the minway is not going toaffect
that. “DIAL, in coordination
with the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) and other stake-
holders, convened multiple
high-level consultations to as-
sess and mitigate the impact of
closure... Also, airlines and Air
Traffic Control (ATC) have been

fully briefed, and operational
plans are in place to ensure
smooth continuity of services,”
itsaid.

The rehabilitation will in-
clude resurfacing the runway
and thetaxiways. Apatt from re-
surfacing, installation of a new
Instrument Landing System
(ILS) — a radio-based naviga-
tion system to help pilots land
safely during poor visibility —is
also on the cards.

The project includes con-
struction of a new Rapid Exit
Taxiway, While aircraft use taxi-
ways Lo move between runways
and parking areas, a rapid exit
taxiway allows aircraft to leave
the runway more quickly after
landing, thereby reducing the
time a runway is occupied.
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3rd runway to shut for revamp for 5 mths on
Feb 16, to coincide with peak summer rush

Times News NETwoORK

New Delhi: The IGI airport
runway 11R/29L, commonly
known as the third runway,
will be closed for upgrades
from Feb 16 onwards and is
likely to be recommissioned
in early July after DGCA's
approval, Delhi Internatio-
nal Airport Limited (DIAL),
a GMR Aero-led consortium
that manages and airport,
hassaid.

The closure of the run-
way will coincide with the
peak summer rush. DIAL sa-
id it will have no major im-
pacton flights. Anairport of-
ficial said, on average, 1,520
flights operate daily. DIAL
has said after a multi-stake-
holder meeting that the air-
port’s scheduled movement
capacity will be maintained
at 1,514 movements per day
during the closure period.

Delhi airport operates fo-
ur runways: 27/9, 28/10,
29R/11L, and 11R/29L. When
runway 28/10 was closed in
2025, around 200 flights were
impacted daily.

“DIAL, in coordination
with the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) and other sta-
keholders, held multiple
high-level consultations to as-

o for renr?sentallnn
e

DIAL claimed plans were in place for continuity of operations

sess and mitigate the impact
of the closure. Following this,
it has been decided that the
airport’s scheduled move-
ment capacity will be mainta-
ined at 1.514 movements per
day Also, airlines and Air
Traffic Control (ATC) have be-
en fully briefed, and operatio-
nal plans are in place to ensu-
re smooth continuity of servi-
ces,” DIAL said.

Videh Kumar Jaipuriar,
CEQ-DIAL, said: "We are
committed to delivering the
project on time, with minimal
disruption to airport opera-
tions, and with full coordina-
tionwith AAI, DGCA, airlines

and all stakeholders,” He ad-
ded that the rehabilitation of
Runway 1IR/29L is a crucial
project to ensure long-term
operational safety, efficiency
and compliance with global
aviation standards.

The upgrade includes re-
surfacing of the runway,
construction of a new Rapid
Exit Taxiway, and installa-
tion of a new Instrument
Landing System (ILS). “The
third runway — commissio-
ned in 2008 and in continuo-
us service for 17 years — will
undergo essential strengthe-
ning and upgrade aimed at
enhancing safety, operatio-

nal resilience, and capacity
for future growth, For refe-
rence, the runway under-
went regular maintenance
sinece 2008, including minor
rehabilitation in 2017, Howe-
ver, increased traffic, opera-
tional intensity, and natural
ageing make comprehensive
rehabilitation essential at
thisstage,” said DIAL.

The work includes the re-
moval and reinstallation of
around 2,000 Airfield Ground
Lighting (AGL) fixtures. The-
se “refer to the comprehensi-
ve system of lights installed
on an airport runway to pro-
vide pilots with erucial visual
guidance for safe take-off, lan-
ding, and ground movement,
especially in low visibility, de-
fining the runway's edges,
centreline, threshold, and to-
uchdown zone with specific
colours and intensities as per
international standards, en-
suring safe operations day
and night,” said DIAL.

A new Rapid Exit Taxi-
way (£1) will be constructed,
connecting Runway 11R/29L
to the existing Zulu taxiway.
This new taxiway will sup-
port faster aireraft exits and
optimise runway occupancy
time, particularly during pe-
ak operational hours.
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TN to reiterate demand for airport at
Hosur as Centre rejects proposed sites

—
T E Raja Simhan
Chennai

The Tamil Nadu government
will reiterate its demand for
an airport in the industrial
town of Hosur following the
Defence Ministry rejecting
the potential sites proposed
by the State government for
the greenfield project. One
of the reasons cited by the
Ministry is that the sites are
required by Hindustan Aero-
nautics Ltd Sources told
businessline that the State
government plans to reiter-
ate its demand for the airport
as the city is quite small and
it may find it difficult to look
for alternative sites.

The Shoolagiri tatuk (loe-
ated between Berigai and
Bagalur) on the Krishnagiri-
Hosur highway was one of
the two locations identified
for the Hosur airport.

The other location is 15.5
km from the airstrip of
Taneja Aerospace and Avi-

DEFENCE WSE. One of the reasons cited by the Ministry is

that the sites were required by Hindustan Aeronautics Led

ation Ltd, east of Hosur city.
The airport project also
faced a roadblock in the form
of a clause that does not al-
low the development of an-
other airport within 150 km
of the Bengaluru airport, till
2033. Hosur, near the border
of Karnataka, is about 40 km
south-east of Bengaluru.

POLITICAL ISSUE
A TN government official,
however, said thar since it
will take nearty 10 years for
the airport to come up at
Hosur, the current clanse
will not be an issue.

Sources also note that the

Defence Ministry rejecting
the State government's pro-
posal will possibly be a major
political issue with just three
months left for the Assembly
elections.

AIRPORT PROJECTS

The Tamil Nadu government
in the last one month has
been pushing to ensure the
highly anticipated airport
projects — ar Parandur near
Chennai, and Hosur — come
up in the next few years to
support the State’s eco-
nomic development, espe-
cialy im the Chennai-

Bengaluru corridor,
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Delhi airport to shut one
rumway for upgrades
—

Mew Daelhiz The Delhi
Interrational Airport Lod on
Monday said its third remway will
remain closed for nearly five
months, starting February 16, as
it plans to Camy out resurfacing
and upgrades. During the
closure period, the scheduled air
traffic movemant capacity will
be maintained at 1,514 per day,
it saud, adding that airiines and
the Air Traffic Control had been
briefed and plans are in place to
ensure smooth continuity of
SEMICES m
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Delhi airport
to shut third
runway
from Feb 16

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 1% fanuary

Delhi airport Is planning to
shut its third runway, Bunway
1Rfz0l., for nearly five months
starting Febrary 16 to carry
outa comprehensive upgrade.
The alrpart, which Is oper-
ated and managed by GMRE
Group-led Delhl Internatio-
nal Airport Limited (DIAL),
currently  handles about
1,400-1,500 aircraft moverne-
nits (departures and arrivals),
and has four runways in total.
“DIAL, in coordination wi-
th the Alrports Authordoy of In-
dia and other stakeholders,
convened muliiple high-level
consultarions to assess and
mitigare the impact of closure.
Following this, it has been de-
cided that the alrport’s sched-
uled movement capacity will
be maintained at 1,514 move-
ments per day,” said the air-
port operator. This meant that
the aidines would not have to
cancel flights as the capacity
freed up by the suspension of
the third rumway can be ab-
sorbed by the other three.
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Bagdogra-bound flight lands in
Lucknow after bomb threat

LUCKNOW, PTI: An IndiGo
Airlines flight en route from
Delhi to West Bengal's Bag-
dogra made an emergency
landing at the Lucknow air-
port on Sunday morning fol-
lowing a bomb threat, police
said.

Bomb disposal squads,
security agencies and air-
port authorities carried out
a thorough security check of
theflightcarrying 222 passen-
gers, including eight infants,
besides two pilots and five
crew members.

All passengers and crew
were safely evacuated, offi-
cials said.

According to officials, Air
Traffic Control (ATC) re-
ceived informationataround
8.46 am abouta bomb threat
on IndiGo flight 6E-6650.

Acting on the alert and follow-
ing prescribed security proto-
cols, the aircraft was diverted
and made a safe emergency
landing at Lucknow Airport
ar9.17 am.

As per a press statement
issued by the Lucknow police
commissionerate, after land-
ing, the aircraft was immedi-
ately parked in an isolation
bay.

During preliminary checks,
a handwritten note on a tis-
sue paper bearing the words
“Plane mein bomb” (bombin
the plane) was found, police
said,

Further investigation and
necessary legal action are
underway.

Thelawand ordersituation
remains normal and under
control, police said.
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Defence shows red flag to Hosur airport plan

HD Bureau

CHENNAI

Defence Ministry refusal has
stalled the Tami Nadu go-
vernment's long-running
proposal o establish a civ-
ilian airport at Hosur, dealing
another blow to a project pi-
tched as a critcal infras-
tructure upgrade for the st-
ate’s north-western industrial
corridor, Officials familiar
with the communication sald
the Ministry of Defence rei-
terated its position that the
alrspace over Hosur must
remain reserved for Hin-
dustan Acronautics Limited,
whose facilities dominate fl-
ight operationsin the region.

The decision, conveyed
to the state government
through a formal letter,

underscores the conti-
nuing friction between
civilian aviation expa-

nsion and swrategic aer-
nspace requirements.
Hosur lies close 1o HALs
major aircraft  manuf-
acturing and testing co-
mplex, where military
and defence-related fli-
ghts are conducted rou-
tinely,

Control of the surrounding
alrspace, defence authorities
maintain, is essential for na
tonal security and oper-
ational safety, leaving little
room for shared civilian use

under the present confi gu
ration.

Smte officials said the rej
ection has prompted ren-
ewed internal deliberations
on whether the proposal can
be reworked or whether al
ternative locations should be
explored.

The airport project has
been under discussion for
several years as part of a
br cader strategy to dec
ongest Bengalurus Ke
mpegowda International
Airport and to provide a

direct aviation hub for
Hosur's fast-growing
manufacturing base,

which hosts automaobile,
electronics. perospace,

A M S
The decision underscores the
continuing friction between civilian
aviation expansion and strategic

aerospace requirements

and defence suppliers,
Hosur's proximity to Be
ngaluru, about 40 kilometres
away, has been both an
advantage and a const-
raint. Proponents argue
that an airport there
would support regional
connectivity, reduce tra-
vel time for exporters, and
strengthen the state’s po-
sition as an industrial de-
stination.
Critics, however, have re-
peatedly flagged airspace
conflicts, environmental
concerns, and the eco-
nomic viability of bullding
a new airport so close to
an existing international
hub.

The defence establis-
hment's objections are rooted
in longstanding policy that
prioritises military and str-
ategic aviadon needs over
civilian expansion in sensitive
ZONes.

HAL operates fighter ai-
reraft assembly lines, en-
gine testing facilities, and
research units in and ar-
ound Hosur, activities that
require controlled air
corridors and restricted
civilian movement. De-
fence officials have con-
sistently maintained that
accommodating a com-
mercial airport  could
complicate flight safety
protocols and disrupt er-

itical operations,

Previous attempts by

the state to address these
concerns included pro-
posals for limied oper-
ations, restricted flight d-
mings, and technical st-
udies on shared airspace
management.
None of these measures
have secured defence ap-
proval. Aviation experts
note that dual-use airs-
pace arrangements are
possible in some parts of
the country, but only
where military activity is
intermittent or can be cl-
early segregated., cond-
itions that do not apply w0
Hosur,



ﬂUFHQLH{FElAIJIHtJRFTYKJFIFHJUA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 20 JANUARY 2026

IGI | 16 BRI A Sells
aasqaiﬁaﬁsmamaa

e e O o
2008 HvpE fEm m
= T A e
= 2017 § e
i i e
T oW TR 17
ﬂﬁfﬁmﬂﬁﬁ

e 8 A TR 1RO A S 2 !!{ﬁz#sﬂ
T P ot A T A R, (ILS) 4



Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 20 JANUARY 2026

Maneesh.A |
ﬁtimmﬁnﬁm

u = ot : ol o o wim B
¥ 4 TOTNE T P ATE =
T # T e o o F s
IrE A B T wmE f
CISF @i 5 Ore =1 59 6
= it w1 and T A s
T o AR WE T T ) T e w
| 7R ¥ o =0 s s ofaves
frriiTd (BCAS) F1 femn ™ 2
Tri # = v e o o
T T FE TR I
T | TR R 4 o e e i
el 3 Hd wim i ¥ w9 -
RIS TR W CISF 3 HiEe
frftrr foreem (FPRS) A 9™ coTV
=t 7m o ®1 CISF ¥ s @S
st § oo 5 owwF oAl =
o e = T £ andt et T
Tty el A vE I W Es i
# wE o 43 vem ¥ fyen w9m =0
B e i T & o o ooy § =
fireg | oo aFETd o el &
ot i ¥ = =

cisF 3l Ao S A
g oferm wR R o 3R 2 o
R 1 = i e T s
A, A | aftemf |
wa 5 9f 4 T A gz A WA
B U1 O S SIS e A
A & | B, N @ dem
gE [ e @ fmm e, s
TE i w TE e, et iR
muim R i s
il FN FEE FE A T i
iz re 0 0 B B e
R ITFEE izt



= INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE DELHI 20 JANUARY 2026

Delhi Airport to shut
third runway for major
overhaul from Feb 16

SUHEKHAR SINGH

THRIEATNE WEW & SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 19
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Awrport is et for a
majr mfrastructure
upgrade, with Delhi Interna-
tinnal Airport Limited (DIAT)
announcing a full-scale reha-
bilitation of Runway 11R29L,
commonly known as the air-
port’s third runway, starting
February 16, 2026,

The runway, which has been
operational =nee 2008 and in
continuos use for 17 years will
undergoextensve strengthen-
ing works, ncluding resurfac-
ing, installation of a new Instru-
ment Landing System (ILS)
and construction of & Hapid
Exit Taxiway. The upgrade is

aimed at enhancing safety,
operational resilience and
future capacity

DIAL said the rehabilitation
his become essential due {o the
ageng of the runway surface
and a sharpincrease inaircraft
movements over the years.
While the rurmsay underwent
minor rehabifitation in 2007
and has been repulardy main-
tained, the curent trafficlevels
have made o comprehensive
overhaul unavoidahle.

The project will commence
afterrecarpt of regulatory cloar
ances and is expected to be
completed by early July 20286,
subject 1o final approval from
the Directorate General of G
il Aviation (DGCA)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

AAP alleges...

"Union Home Minister Amit
Shah ji, on Sunday night vour
Delhi Police kept letting trucks
loaded with construction mate-
rial enter Delhi throughout the
night after taking bnbes
despite GRAPIV being in
foree, 11 is obwvious that con-
struction activity continued all
night, Your Police Commission-
eris asleep, your government s
asleep because the loot must be
reaching powerful people’”
Bharadwaj said on 2

He further colaimed that
CCTV footage would revesl
that at least 300 trucks entered
the ity in a single night. “This
1swhat goes on throughout the
night. The police showed com-
plete disregard for the impact of
pollution on children in the

city," he said.
Targeting Amit  Shah,
Bharadwaj questioned

whether senior officials were
unaware of the alleged viola-
tions or whether the “loot was
being shared all the way to the

structure and safety {rame-
wark. “The rehabilitation of
Runway 1IR29L is a crucial
infrastructure project to ensure
lomg-term operational safety,
effiviency and compliance with
global aviation standards, We
are committed to delivering the
project on time, with minimal
disruption to aimport operations,
and with full coardination with
AAL DGCA, airlines and all
staleeholders,” he said.

The rehabilitation plan
includes large-scale technical
and civil works such as milling
and resurfacing of runway ancd
laxiway stretches, laving of
dense bituminous macadam
and bituminous concrete, and
mmoval and reinstallation of
nearly 2000 Airfield Ground
Lighting (AGL) fixtures. The
project  will  also  involve
strengthening 39,000 metres of
rgid pavement, widening run-
way safety drains, replacing
windsock cabling and electrical
gystems, fresh runway mark-
ings and extensive strip works
arross about 500,000 sguare
metres. A key component of the
modemisation will be the
mstallation and calibration of a
new ILS, designed to provide
aircraft with more precise land-
ng guidance during low-visibil-
ity conditions, in inewith inter-
national aviation standardsand
AIRAC operational cycles.

To improve airside efficiency,
DIAL will also construct a new
the third runway to the Zulu
taxaway. This is expected to

reduce runway oocupancy time
by allowing aireraft to exit fasten
particulady during peak hours,
Airfield Ground Lighting sys-
termns will also be comprehen-
sivelyupgraded These systems
play a critical role in runway
safety by guiding pilots during
takeoff, landing and taxiing,
especially during night opera-
tions. With Delhi Airport han-
dling some of the highest air
traffic volumes in the country,
the rurway overhaul is expect-
ed to be key to supporting the
nesd phase of aviation growth
without compramising safety or
efliciency. Once completed, the
upgraded munway will be
recommissioned in early July
2026, restoring full operational
strength to one of the airport's
most vital airside assets.



AIF?PUH FSAUT HL“JRIT‘:’ OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR TUJALA DELHL 20 JANUARY 2026

®eR W gars foerat | ghg yirwon

Toitn B A TR arferes w g a Ssfiedte & wim star

=% fameit 9w FF 3 =
# ¥ e e 6 A Al
s g w fam o g
a1 F9 55 9% 1 ey
a fagm 9w dn =fem
HEG HEm #i Ws 4 FE
i w0 g fam
b A | v fer
e affg F 7 =
W2 3 %7 3 " famEe
TeEmea (e ) | =

e A W Zom &40 ot 3 S0 ain 3 G afafe
wfafet w=re o Wi 2 e, wa Fie w0 8 emEn
1159 5 3 =wrl F 2HE T F v =56 A

e | Feehl & wmrrs sl S & el o o s
itz deen A offafzy s=re qum e 9 weh-per b
# w1, € wHm & smweE § ol e A afz A e A,
A st s e EmE e sl g &

TR F19 % w5 T |
fFm i =1 =l A sweiym

TAR-TaE § el s
¥ fomw st frames faam-

fEvil =1 s fEm T £
# F # F T e w
% fom o o & =2, o
R 4 el Hoam 23
ST 7 = A=



;&H?PLH{?SJiU4P1 HWT#iJFiNLHﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 19 JANUARY 2026

DGCA lens stays on IndiGo even after the fine

M‘Ilt Vaid
Mews Dethi

India’s aviation safety regu-
lator will continue 1o keep a
close watch on IndiGo's op-
erations despite imposing
penalties on the airline,
sources told businessline.
The Directorate-General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
will continue to deploy sur-
veillance measures for the
foreseeable future, even as it
routinely engages with the
airline on several opera-
tional aspects, including its
pl]ﬂt hiring plan.
meetings  are
held with the airline every 15
days. Details of their opera-
tons are reviewed,” the
sources said. Last month, the
DGCA had constitured a
dedicated eight-member

oversight team following

CLOSE WATCH. The DGCA routinely engages with the airline
on several operational aspects, including its pilot hiring plan

large-scale flight cancella-
tions in December.

The team is headed by
Vikram Sharma, Deputy
Chief Flight Operations In-
spector (Airlines), and in-
cludes senior and flight oper-
ations INspectors.

As per the current ar-
rangement, two members of
the team are deployed on a

daily rotational basis ar Indi-
Go’s corporate office to scru-
tinise key operarional para-
meters such as  fleet
strength, pilot availability,
network details, crew urilisa-
tion, unplanned leaves, crew
shunages and standby avail-
ability for cockpit and cabin
crew across bases.

Currently, the Centre has

directed IndiGo to reduce its
flight schedule by 10 per cent
across sectors to help stabil-
ise operations and reduce
cancellations. Besides, the
DGCA has asked the airline
to avoid flights on high-de-
mand, high-frequency routes
and single-flight sectors, and
instructed it to submit a re-
vised flight schedule.

CAPACITY CUT
Consequently, IndiGo
lowered its capacity and rev-
enue guidance for the third
quarter of FY246. Further-
maore, sources said, the air-
line is expected to furnish
the ¥50 lakh bank guarantee
by Monday.

On Sarurday, the regulator
imposed financial penalties
amounting to ¥22120 crore
on IndiGo following an in-
quiry into the large-scale
flight disruptions.
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Budget may grant infra status to aircraft,
easmg funding for airlines, especially start-ups

Rnlnt Vaid
Mew Delhi

To support the aviation sec-
tor's growth, the upcoming
Budget for 2026-27 may con-
gider granting infrastructure
status to ‘aircraft” under the
asset category.

Speaking to businessline,
industry sources said the pro-
posal had faced objections in
the past related to assigning
such statis to aircraft, which
is a movable object.

However, they pointed out
that in the previous Budget
infrastructure  stafus  was
granted to commetrcial ship-
ping vessels, resolving these
objections related to assign-
ing infrastructure status to
movable assets.

As per sources, this devel-
opment has led to renewed
interest in the aviation sector
for a similar designation for
commercial aireraft.

If implemented, this pro-
posal could address airlines’
financing requirements for
aircraft acquisition.

Presently, more than 1,700
aireraft have been ordered by
major Indian airlines. On the
other hand, smaller operators
as well as new and upcoming
airlines are facing challenges
in acquiring aircraft through
leasing arrangements.

LOAN FACILITY

In this context, some plavers
are considering outright pur-
chases of aircraft; bur, high
interest rares and reluctance
within the banking sector to

fund have affected such
plans.

The ‘infrastructure’ tag
would enable airlines seek
loans for aircraft acquisition
at lower rates under the Pri-
ority Sector Lending (PSL)
scheme.

The PSL framework is reg-
ulated by the RBI and man-
dates banks to allocate a por-
tion of lending o identified
sectors.  According to
sources, the Centre is keen to
improve access to credir for
the aviation industry, partic-
ularly for airlines operating
small-capacity aircraft.

Notably, infrastructure
classification of aircraft loans
would allow airlines to access
financing from a broader
range of lenders.

The move is expected to be

relevant for start-up airlines
and may encourage banks to
increase exposure to  the
sector.

Furthermore, industry in-
siders said the framework
could include guidelines re-
quiring Indian-cwned air-
craft to be on the regularor's
registry and governed by do-
mestic laws, providing clarity
on jurisdiction and reposses-
sion in case of defanlts.

Industry executives stated
the infrastructure classifica-
tion could support a trans-
ition from operating leases to
finance leases, while address-
ing concerns related to do-
mestic lending hesitancy and
interest rates. Consequently,
eligibility under the PSL
norms could help align finan-
cing structures.
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Copter fleet takes off on rising business demand

A.rl!ﬁh Phadnis
Murmibad

Helicopter induction grew at
afasrelipin Calendar 2025 as
corporates and charter com-
panies acquired new ma-
chines for captive use and
business expansion.
According to the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation,
the number of helicopters re-
gistered under the non-
scheduled operator permit
category increased from 213
to 225 in 2025. On an aver-
age, the industry has been
seeing a net addition of 7-8
helicopters annually the past
few wvears and thus 2025
growth is said to be the
highestin recent times.

AIHBUS, TOP SUPPLIER

The number of deliveries in
CY 2025 were over 30 and
these include replacements
for older machines. Some of
the new helicopters have mot
yet been registered by the
DGCAas the operators arein
process of securing ap-
provals, industry sources

GAINING ALTITUDE. According to the DGCA, the number of
helicopters registered under the non-scheduled operator permit
category increased from 213 to 225 in 2025

said. Airbus led in deliveries
lastyearwhile Leonardo, Bell
and Sikorsky had a smaller
share in new inductions.
“We added three heli-
copters (two Airbus H125s
and one Airbus H130) last
year. While these were for re-
placing our older machines,
we plan to add two more
single-engine  helicopters
this year,” said Heritage Avi-
ation Founder and CEQ Ro-
hir Mathur. He said the com-
pany plans to expand UDAN
routes and explore oppor-
tunitiesin the North-East.
uk Shamshu,
Director of Himalayan Heli
Services Pyt Lrd, said 2025

was achallenging vear for op-
erators especially those en-
gaged in pilgrimage tourism
because of accidents and sub-
sequent DGCA curbs. “We
expect 2026 to be better.
Along with pilgrimage tour-
ism we are also conducting
charter flights for armed
forces during winter months
when mountain passes are
closed due to heavy snow. We
hope to capitalise on thar op-
portunity in the next winter
season oo, he said.

In the civil helicopter seg-
ment, there are three owner-
ship categories — non-
scheduled, private and gov-
ernment. Non-scheduled i

the largest among three. Op-
eratiomally, there are two
main segments — onshore
and offshore (operations to
oil platforms). “There is
nearly a 30 per cent increase
in helicopters engaged in on-
shore operations and that
leads to important questions
on availability of manpower
(pilots, engineers, etc) and
expansion of business. What
will be the new growth
areas,” asked Nitin Welde, a
Pune-based helicopter pilot.

Alrbus did not respond to
an email query.

BIZ OPPORTUNITIES
India is one of top markets
fior Bell Textron Helicopters
in the Asia-Pacific region.
“The convergence of rapid
urbanisation, infrastructure
development and govern-
ment's supportive regulatory
approach creates an ideal en-
vironment for expansion of
helicopter operations. Emer-
gency medical services stand
out as a particularly signific-
ant opportunity,” said David
Sale, Bell Textron's MD for
Asia-Pacific region.
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PIL: SC flags peak
seasnn surge in
airfares; tells govt,
DGCA toreply

I
Press Trust of Imdia
Biimwr Budbe

The Supremst Court on
Mondsy said it would inter-
ferewith the “unpredictable
Huctuations™ in airfares and
fagpped the exorbitant rise
during festivals.

A bench of Justices
Vikram Math and Sandeep
Mihta termed the exorbit-
ant incrende in airfares as
“explostation” and  agked
the Centre and the Direct-
orate General of Civil Asvi-
ation (DGCA) to Al their
ﬂ]’f! m 4 PIL kﬂcmﬂ

: srory
gujduril:tu: i) Emr';tF:.»l the
unpredictable fucnotions
in airfare and ancillary
charges imposed by private
airlines.

“Wie will definitely inter-
fere. Just see the exploia-
tinn of passengers done dur-
ing the ‘Kumbh® and other
festivale, Just loak at the
fares o Prayagraj and Jodh-
pur from Delhi,” the Bench
todd  Additional Solicitor
General Anil Kaushik ap-
Pu:r'lngl'ur[hrl:ml.rz

Justsce Mehta, in a lighter
vein, dd Solicitor Gemneral
Tushar Mehta, who was in
the courtroont, thak maybu
airfares for Ahmedabad may
ot have mcrensed, but they
have shot up for other des-
tinarions like Jodhpur.

The top court listed the
matter for further hexring
on  Febouary 23 after
Kaushik sought tims tofilea
reply on behall of the
Centre,
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Air India pledges product reset amid ongoing scrutiny

—
Rohit Yaid
Barw Dl

Under  sustained scrutiny
over service lapaes  and
delaved upgrades since ks
return o the Tata fold, Alr
India Chief Execarive Camp-
bell Wilson has promised a
1 awaived reser of the alr-
line’s product this vear, buik
arownd more wide-body als-
craft, faster retrofits, up-
graded seating and new
lounges.
wﬂi airline's reset is ex-
pected 1o become visible
from 2026 as new alreraft be-
gurhmtetlng the fleer and re-
ished planes are indue-
ted atan accelerated pace.
Spesking o bucincwiline,
Wilson sakd the alrline envi-
sloned under the transform-
ation plan will begin o ma-

terfalise 2= key fleer amd
product  milestones  are
achieved.

RETROFIT INDUCTIONS
According to Wilson, the in-
ducrion  of factory-firred
wide- alrcraft, com-
hined a faster cadence
of rerrofit Inductions, s ex-
pected to address nconsisz-
encies in the onboard expert-
ence and lift et
srandards across the Aeer.

The airline's owm lounges
are also slated 1o become op-
erational this year.

Progress under the Vi-
haan Al mme, Alr In-
dia's mulrl-vear turmrownsd
plan, remains largely on
rrack, he sald.

A masjoriny of the 22 identi-
fied lines of lmprovemen:
are expected tobe oo
within the originally emvis-

aged FY27-2R timeline.

However, he noted thar
three tofour initarives could
extend beyond the planned
schedule as t m} are depend-
ent on external factors mot
entirely within the airline's
control, including airspace
access and supply chain-re-
lated issues. among others.

Even so, Wilson said the
service standards achieved
a0 far and the scale of work
uudufu.ﬁ provide a base for

improvernent and
growth,

He added thar the reset
was [rreversible, with no roll-
hack envissged from the path
alre-.sd::taﬁﬂ_ e

The Tata Group-led alr-
hnemmrge-ﬂ.n mm'nﬂmnss

cent
et m-..n.lnprlse naw nn.d re-
freshied alrcraft by the end of
226,

Campbell Wilson, Air India
Chief Executive Offcer

As Alr India, six new
wide-body alrerafi, including
Boeing TA7-9 and Airbus
A350-1000 akreraft, are set o
join the feer, with the first
Boeing 7E7-9 alrcraft already
inducted in the first Talf of
Janusry 2026

Notably, the airline alms
to fully retrofit at least 12
Boetng 747 aircrafi

On the whole, the wide-
fleet Is ed 1o be
Eﬂ w 60 :m Mean-
while, around 20 mew nar-
row-body alroraft are expec-
ted to be inducred alongside
the wide-body jers.

FLAT FLEET

However, the overall fleer
size & expected o remsin
fat due vo the return of some
older leased jets.

Mprmu:,e\.l:l.miiaaper-
ates six upgraded Boeing 777
abreraft, six Alrbus A350 alr-
craft, and six Boeing TH7-9
abrcraft that were earlier op-
eraged by Vistara.

Moseover, the alrline has
commenced a Boeing 787
retrofit pi under its
breader cabin e plan.

The rerrofit work involves
installing new seats across
cabing, wpgrading in-flight

enieralnment systems, re-
freshing cabin Interiors, and
improving  lighting  and
lavatories.

Presently, ™wo  Boelng
TAT-8 alreraft are in Viewos-
ville in the United Srates,
where they are being retro-
firzed. The first rwo alrcraft
are expected o FeTurn T ser-
vice in Febraary 2026, There-
after, two to three alreraft
will be sent for rerrofit every
month,

The airline has 26 Boeing
TET-8 alrcrafi, and the retro-
fit programme s ex (1]
e coam Ery el -2002°7

Addivionally, the retrofit

me includes the in-

wction of WEFI con-

pecriviry across the Boelng

TAT fleer, with timelines

aligned to alreraft avallabil-

Iy and nerwork
requirements.
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Passenger safety can’t be traded off, savs pilots’ body on IndiGo fine

The Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP) on Monday criticised avi-
ation regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation for
imposing a “wery meagre’ pen-
alty of T22.30 crore on IndiGo
lor the larpe-scale flight dis

ruptions that impacted lakhsof
travellers in December, saying
safety of passengers and air-
craft cannot be 'traded off’,
The pilots’ body questioned
the flight cancellation period
considered inthe probe by the

regulator, and said the penalty
amount is “very, very meagre”.

The DGCA on Saturday
announced the enforcement
actions after a detailed probe.

It slapped penalties on
IndiGo for cancelling thou-

sands of Hights in early
December, and ordered the
removal of Senior Vice Prosi-
dent for Operations Control
centre  Jason Herter from
his current position for non-
compliance. Fm
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New Regional Flight Plan Awaits Govt Nod for UDAN

Cabinet approval needed for new funding proposal as existing mechanism is insufficient to make flight operations viable for airlines

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: A plan to revamp the re-
gional connectivity scheme ks awal-
ting Cabinet approval. The plan pro
poses to provide financial support
from the government to offsel losses
airlines may suffer due to flying to re-
maie destinations.

Under the scheme launched in 3016,
fare is capped for hall’ of the seats to
make alr travel affordable, Sinee ope.
rations on hinterfand routes are com-
mereially not viable becanseof the fa-
re cap and low traffic, government
provides incentives to carriers such
as walver of landing and navigation
charges and subsidies.

Currently, 8% of the subsidy is pro
vided by levying o fee of 86,500 per
commercial flight. The rest is borne
by eovernments in states where the
airparts are locaied

“According to our calculations, the
existing mechanism of funding will
not be enough o make those viable

We luve proposed this alternative
mechanism. [nter-ministerial con-
sultathons have been completed, and
it is now awaiting
cabinet's approval,”
n government officl-
fl said

Since 2018, government has disbur
sed maore than 8,352 crore as subsidy
under the scheme and invested anot-
her 2468 crore for developing and
upgrading airports. The scheme has
shown a mixed Fesponse, with only
nbout 60% af the original &9 routes
operational curpently

The civil aviation ministry has
spent nesrly 900 crore on 15 reglonal
airports that are currently non-ope-
ritional

The official quoted above sadd seru-
tiny of the schems showed that there
may be a requirement to increase the
period of subsidy from the current
three vears, This may require the go-
vernment to incroase the fund size

Under UDAN, nidines must start
fNights within four months of suc

orssfully bidding for a route. They
will et thiee-vear exclus|vity on the
s routes, Insulating them from any
competitive pressure during this pe-
riod, These remote airports levy a lo-
wer ax on aviation turbine fuel and
do not charge airport fives

“For smaller airdines, who are suls
stantinl players in remote connectivis

Runway Foggy

Sutidy glven 1o airiines (f or)
Fris (424
1381
6813
|3256
6259 |

LERE

iy, they can't start ights despite got-
tng permission due to non-avallabi-
lity of aireraft or readiness of the air-
port, It becomes a big financial
urden for them. So, there may be a
requirement to Increase the period of
subsidy,” nsecond government offici.
ol sl

Finding a different way 1o fund the

scheme 18 |mportant for the govern-
ment 85 [ndia’s mainline carriers
like IndiGo and Air India mav not be
willing to cross-subsidise the sche-
me.

In 2022, the government was foroed
i reverse a plan io iInerease the levy
1015, 000 per ight, as it foced a push
back from aidines which argoed
that it would lead to increase in tick-
it prices, hurting their passengers.

According toexecutives at regional
carriers, povernment backlig is b
portant for the scheme as |t has pro
vid 1o be eritical to improve reglonal

connectivity, “Regional alr connecti-

vity is a powerful engine for prm-
press,” safd Simmn Singh Tiwana,
CEQ of rogional airline Star Air
When a now light route opens 1o a
regional city, ioffers mult ple positi-
ve effects, like economic boost as lo-
cal businesses gain access to more
markets, he sakd. Faster travel op-
tions also improve healthcare ac
cess, educational opportunlties and
the overall quality of 1ifie, e soabd

Delhi Airportto
Shut One Runway

HEW DELMI Delhi airport is
planning to shut one of its four
runway for nearly five months
starting February 16 for mainte-
nance and upgrade.

However, the closure will have
minimal imoact as the airor
will be abbe to mantain capacity
through its other three runways.
The girport will operate around
1,514 flights per day during the
closure. The airport, whichis
aperated and managed by GMR
Croup-led Delh International
Airport Limited (DIAL), cuorrenthy
handles about 1.550 aircraft
movements idepartures plus
arrivals), -0ur Bureau
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RISES OVER 4% ON ‘LOWER’ PENALTY

IndiGo Shares Jump the Most in16 Months

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Shares of InterGlobe
Aviation, parent of IndiGa, jum-
el el 4% — the highest single-
day gain in 16 months — after the
Directorate General of Clvil Avia
tion’s penalty on the airline for the
mass flight cancellations in De-
cember was considered lower than
what investors expected.

The stock closed 4.2% higher at

4,007 —emerging as the top gniner
on the Nifty on Mondax Bench-
mark Nifty declined 0.4%. This is
IndiGo's biggest advance in & day
slmoe August 2024,

“The DGCAs ponalty at 023 crore
was much lower anticipntoed,
which prompied investors (o buy,”
said Sunny Agrawal, head of Fun-
damental Research at SBI Securiti-
es. He gaid Indigo has lowered ope
rational capacity to comply with
the regulations,

Ini early December, the alrline can
celled several lights, exacerbated by
the implementation of a time limit
for crew and grounding of A320 fleet
due to software glitches, The disrup-
tions drew eriticism as thousands of
possenpors were left stranded

“Indigo shares witnessed signifi-
cant correction sinee the disruption
in December, but given the cooling
of issues with DGCA, it is a good
company al a cheaper price current
Ix” said Sonam Srivastova, founder

und CEO, Wright Research

Srivastava said the easing of supp-
Iv-side issues and the softeming of
criyde oil prices are expected to be &
teuilw indd for the company

IndiGoshares are down 13% since
eirly December, “The company's
December quarter resulis are ex-
pected to be on the weaker side due
tothe disruptions in peak travel se-
ason and the reduced operations
could weigh on the company until
March,” sabd Agrowal



4{{12$rq ijTf1 :—l=-;l|ﬂ

AHQP&JH!ESA[!IHKJPIIYEJFiNLHﬂs

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBA T 19 JANUARY 2026

Bomb threat on
tissue paper leads to
emergency landing

__;lr—?m B i @
RS SR un&; !

n IndiGo flight from Delhi to
ABagdogra in West Bengal carry-

ing 222 passengers made an
emergency landing at the Lucknow
airport on Sunday due to a security
scare after a handwritten note on a
tissue paper that read "Plane mein
bomb" (bomb on the plane) was
found in the aircraft, police said.
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DGCA monitoring IndiGo to
ensure smooth ops: Officials

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aviation regulator,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), will continue
to monitor IndiGo, even after it
penalised the airline and issued
warning to senior executives on
Saturday to ensure it has enough
pilots to run operations after
February 10, officials close to the
matter told HT.

Officials said the civil aviation
ministry has directed IndiGo to
submit weekly compliance
reports, while the DGCA has
been carrying out daily scrutiny
of the airline’s operations during
the three-month relaxation
period under the revised Flight
Duty Time Limitation (FDTL)
framework, which ends on Feb-
ruary 10.

“The airline, on the direction
of the civil aviation ministry, has
been submitting a compliance
report every week and it will
continue after the penal action
too,” a ministry official said.
“The regulator is keeping a close
eye on the airline’s operations to

The civil aviation ministry directed IndiGo to submit weekly
compliance reports, while the DGCA has been scrutinising the
airline’s operations during the revised FDTL framework. ANI

ensure that it is able to function
smoothly under the new norms,”
a second official said.

IndiGo, India’s largest airline,
cancelled over 5,000 flights in
the first week of December, cit-
ing pilot shortages allegedly aris-
ing from increased rest require-
ments for cockpit crew under
the revised duty norms.

DGCA on Saturday imposed a
record ¥22.2 crore penalty on
IndiGo and issued warnings to
six senior executives including
the chief operating officer, after
its inquiry found the airline’s

“overriding focus on maximising
utilisation” of crew and aircraft
through aggressive cost-cutting
drove December's operational
meltdown that stranded over
300,000 passengers.

The airline, which operates
more than 2,200 flights a day,
saw its daily operations curtailed
following regulatory interven-
tion into the matter. The civil
aviation ministry subsequently
directed IndiGo to cut 10% of its
winter schedule and asked it to
submit a roadmap for full com-
pliance with Phase II of the

FDTL norms. Show-cause noti-
ces were issued to IndiGo chief
executive officer Pieter Elbers
and chief operating officer Isidre
Porqueras Orea, while multiple
officials confirmed that the
DGCA has maintained a daily
scrutiny of the airline.

Simultaneously, the regulator
constituted an eight-member
oversight team comprising sen-
ior flight operations inspectors
to closely monitor the airline's
functioning amid the large-scale
disruptions that caused signifi-
cant passenger inconvenience
across airports. According to a
December 10 DGCA order, two
officials from the team were des-
ignated to be stationed daily at
IndiGo's corporate office in
Gurugram. Officials said the
team will continue to remain in
place until February 10, monitor-
ing key operational aspects
including cockpit and cabin
crew availability, rostering prac-
tices and standby crew strength.

Separately, DGCA also formed
a four-member committee to
investigate the reasons behind
the mass cancellations.
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ONCE FLIGHT DUTY TIME LIMITATION RELAXATIONS LAPSE

‘IndiGo expects to maintain current level of ops post Feb 10’

Can't trade off passenger safety:
Pilot body on IndiGo penalty

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, January19

EVEN ASIndiGocontinuestobe
under the regulatory scanner
following the massive network-
wide disruption in December,
the airline expects to maintain
its curtailed flight schedule
beyond February 10, when the
specific pilot duty and rest dur-
ation rules-related exemptions
granted to it are set to expire.
According to sources in the
know, the airline has, on
multiple occasions, given the as-
surance of building sufficient
pilot buffers and roster resilience
to the aviation regulator Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Ministry of Civil

IndiGocouldlookata
rationalisationofits
nightflightstoachieve
resilienceinitsroster,
saidsources. Itis
unlikely toseekan
extension

Awiation. IndiGoiscurrentlyop-
erating over 2,200 flights —
around 1900 domestic and the
rest international — following a
10% government-mandated
curtailment in its approved do-
mestic schedule till March.
Authorities have been holding
regular consultations with In-
diGoonwhether itwill be able to

maintainitscurrent operational
scale once the relaxations are
withdrawn, said sources. \ and
the Centre are keeping a close
watch, and are prepared to inter-
vene and further rationalise the
schedule, if required.

The airline expects to main-
tain its current schedule for the
entire duration of the Winter
Schedule, whichendson March
28. According tosourcescloseto
IndiGo, pilot hiring and on-
boarding pipeline at the airline
is robust, which they expect will
lead tosufficient numbers of pi-
lotsbeing added by earty to mid-
February. Also, command up-
grades — promotions of first
officers to eaptains — in cases
wheretheywerealready dueare

being accelerated, which is ex-
pected to help the airline cover
the shortfall and even increase
its pilot buffers, or bench stren-
gth toimprove roster resilience.
Ifthese measures are unable

to meet the February 10 dead-
line, IndiGo could look at net-
work adjustments, particularly
a rationalisation of its night
flightstoachieve resilienceinits
roster, said sources. The airline
isunlikely to seek an extension.
The new Flight Duty Time
Limiration niles stipulate more
rest for pilots and rationalisation
of their flying duties — particu-
larly late night operations — to
better manage fatigue, akey risk
toaviation safety.FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

New Delhi: Pilots’ body FIP on
Monday criticised aviation regu-
lator DGCA forimposinga ‘very
meagre’ penalty of Rs 22.20crore
on IndiGo for the large-scale
flight disruptions that impacted
lakhs of travellers in December,
saying safety of passengers and
aircraft cannot be ‘traded off”.

The Federation of Indian Pi-
lots (FIP) questioned the flight
cancellation period considered
in the probe by the regulator,
and said the penalty amount is
“very, very meagre”.

The DGCA on Saturday an-
nounced the enforcement ac-

tions after a detailed probe.
Itslapped penaltiestotalling
Rs22.20croreonIndiGo forcan-
celling thousands of flights in
early December, and warned air-
line CEO Pieter Elbers and chief
operating officer Isidre Proque-
ras, besides ordering the re-
moval of Senior Vice President
for Operations Control centre
(OCC) Jason Herter from his cur-
rent position for non-com-
pliance. Between December 3
and 5, the DGCA said, 2,507
flightswere cancelled, and 1,852
flights were delayed, impacting
over 3lakh passengers. PTI
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Will step in if air
passengers get
exploited: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Monday
said it would interfere with the
“unpredictable fluctuations™ in
alrfares and flagged the exorbi-
tant rise during festivals.

A bench of Justices Vikram
MNath and Sandeep Mehta
termed the exorbitant rise of
airfares by airlines as “exploi-
tation” and asked the Centre
and the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation {DGCA) to file
their replies to a PIL seeking
binding regulatory guidelines
to control the unpredictable
fluctuations in airfare and an-
cillary charges imposed by pri-
vate airlines in India.

The SC listed the matter for
further hearing on February 23
after Kaushik sought time to file
a reply on behalf of the Centre.
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Himachal cabinetclearssubsidy
toresume Shimlaairservices

UNITEDNEWS OF INDIA
Shimia, 19 January

Inasignificant development,
the Himachal Pradesh cabinet
on Mondaydecided torelease
state subsidy to facilitate the
resumption of air services
from Shimla, despite the
ongoing debate over the lack
of central support under the
UDAN scheme,

The decision was taken at
a Cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu. Announcing
the decision, Industry Minister
HarshVardhan Chauhansaid
the state government had
approved the release of a
subsidy to ensure that flight
operations resume at the
earliest. "Flights from Shimla
to Delhi and Shimla to
Dharamshalawill snon begin.
The Cabinet has approved
this. These flights had been

suspended for several months

The Statesman

Tue,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78978648

due to the termination of the
Alliance Aircontrct)” Chauhan
said, He added that the
resumption of fights would
benefit tourists from across
the country visiting Shimla
and Dharamshalaand would
provide a boosttothe state’s
tourism sector.

The Cabinet decisioncomes
at a time when Himachal
Pradesh has been without
regular commercial flights
formonths, even as theissue
remains under judicial
consideration througha public
interest petition in the High
Court.

The court has already
flagged concerns over the
underutilisation of airport
infrastructure and the absence
of dependable air connectivity
to the hill state.

While thestate prvernment’s
move is expected to restore
limited air services, it has
also revivedthe larger policy

EH.january 2026

gquestion surrounding the
UDAN scheme. Despite being
projected as acentrally driven
regional connectivity
programme, flight operations
in Himachal have repeatedly
depended on state subsidies.
Once the earlier subsidy
arrangement ended, amid
severe financial stress following
rain-related losses estimated
at nearly Rs 48,000 crore,
aiftines immeditely suspended
services,

The latest cabinet decision
effectively places the financial
burden back on the state,
even as the Centre and the
Aifrports Authority of India
continue to focuson long-term
meastres such as nightanding
facilities and airport upgrades.
There has been no clear
indication so far of direct
finandial or operational support
from the union Government
to sustain regular flights

without state funding,
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Experts cite legal limit, others slam aviation regulator for being too lenient on a national crisis

Apt or paltry? Opinion split on IndiGo fine

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The #22.2-crore
penalty imposed by the DGCA
on IndiGo for massive flight
disruptions in December has
generated a mixed response,
with some terming it appro-
priate while others finding
the amount incommensu-
rate with the chaos causad by
the airline.

Captain C.S. Randhawa,
prasident of the Federation of
Indian Pllots, demanded that
the government review its de-
cision as the IndiGo fiasco had
caused a natlonal air travel
crisis, He also questioned why
semlor IndiGo officials were let
off the hook with a mere warn-
ing, citing the magnitude of
the error that snowballad 1nto
an aviation crisis.

“There was a natlonal cri-
s1s. And 1t was deliberate be-

cause the pilots were available,
the cabin crew was avallable,
the aircraft were available,
but the flight never went.
So, they caused a national
erisis,” Randhawa told this
paper, flagging that almost
6-T lakh people were affected
and harassed.

“Congldering this, the fine
Is very, very small,” he sald.

He sald Southwest Alrlines
in the US faced a similar crisis
throee years ago and was fined
$140 million, which was dis-
tributed among the affected
Passengers.

“So, what 1s ¥22 crore? It 1s
aridiculous amount,” he sald.

In December 2023, the US
department of transportation
had slapped a $140-million
penalty on Southwest Alrlines
for violating consumer pro-
tection laws during and after
an operational failure that
resulted in 16,900 flight can-

cellations, stranding over two
milllon passengers over the
2022 Christmas holldays and
the New Year.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Pri-
vanka Chaturvedi said the
penalty imposed on IndiGo
‘was too little compared with
the “massive chaos” that
caused “global embarrass-
ment” and left lakhs of pas-
sengers stranded In multiple
alrports across the country.

“The massive chaos un-
leashed by Indigo Alrlines,
the global embarrassment
that India faced, the flouting
of mandated regulation by
the alrline, the surge fares the
passengers ended up paving,
the thousands of passengers
stranded, the emotional, men-
tal and health toll of Indians
all resolved by DGCA with a
‘FPRINCELY SUM' of 22 crores
as fine,” Chaturvedi, a Rajva
Sabha mamber, postod on X.

Travellers wait at Delhi

airport on December 5
after several flights were
cancelled

“Even IndiGo board must
be laughing with relief. While
Indlans can move on with the
harrowing memories In the
true spirit of ‘we are born to
live with these issues & not
oxpect government to stand by

us’,” she added.

However, several experts
sald there was a lawful 1imit
to imposing penalties, and the
aviaton regulator had to stick
tothat.

“The minlstry of civil avia-
tion and DGCA have done the
best that they could have given
their Imitation on fines,” avi-
atlon expert Shaktl Lumba
posted on X,

The Indian aviation law,
Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidhoyak
2024, empowers the DGCA to
slap a fine of up to #1 crore
on airiines for specific safety
violations, non-compliance,
operational 1ssues and endan-
gering public safety. Section 32
of the law deals with the adju-
dication of penalties.

The #22.2-crore penalty
on IndiGo was arrived at by
adding a daily fine of #30lakh
and multiplying it by 68 days
for continuous non-compli-

ance with new crew roster-
ing norms. The amount also
Includes a one-time systemic
penalty of #1.80 crore for vio-
lation of civil aviation require.
ments (CAR) norms,

But, Randhawa sald “it Is
a unique case and the govern-
ment must set an example™.

“The penalty Was peanuts.
A strong message should be
glven that If anyone does an-
ything like this in future, they
should bo punished,” he sald.

“Minister @RamMNK
listen to your voters. Do not
betray their faith in you. You
should not be compromised.
@PMOIndia @AmitShah @
narendramodi, the sheer scale
of the massive disruption and
defiance of law deserves puni-
tive penalty not this Joke of Rs
22 cr!" former Infosys chief fi-
nancial officer T.V. Mohandas
Pal posted on X.

Reacting to the DGCA's

crackdown, aviation expert
Amit Singh sald many incon-
sistencles remained unex-
plained as IndiGo, during the
initial days of the crisis, had
cited pilot shortage among
other operational problems.

“In the inltial days of the
December 2025 disruption,
the airline publicly cited pilot
shortage/crew unavallability.
Subsequently, it submitted a
pilot recruitment and induc-
tion schedule to DGCA," Singh
posted on X.

He mentioned that the
DGCA findings did not men-
tion anything about pilot
shortage, and no individual
was held accountable for the
manpower planning faflure.

“The report penalis-
es scheduling fallure but
leaves manpower account-
ability unaddressed. That
inconsistoncy remains unex-
plainad,” Singh added.
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IndiGo may ‘temporarily’ cut
more flights after Feb 10

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: IndiGo could
temporarily cut some more
Mights fromits scheduleafter
Feb 10, when the exemption
granted by DGCA to comply
with the new flight-duty time
limitations (FDTL)ends.
IndiGo assured DGCA
Monday that it would ensure
there was no disruption
from next month under the
new rules, which require
carriers to recruit more pi-
lots to maintain schedules.
IndiGo said it might opt for
a “short-term network
readjustment”, if needed.

CHALLENGING TIMES AHEAD

DGCA had ordered Indi-
Go to cut 10% of its flights
after the Dec fiasco involv-
ing mass cancellations trig-
gered by a shortage of pilots
and cabin crew to meet the
updated FDTL criteria. It

currently operates 2,200 do-
mestic and international
fights daily, of which about
330 are through its turbo-
prop ATR fleet and the rest
on Airbus A320/A321s.

To minimise fresh cuts
from Feb 10, IndiGo will
shift some medium to short
routes currently served by
A320s to ATR. While this
will slightly reduce number
of flights on A320s, it will en-
able the airline to minimise
further flight cuts and oper-
ate the truncated schedule
without any hiccups.

Both the aviation minis-
try and DGCA are closely
monitoring the process.
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Stateto pay32cra
year to keep Shimla

flights airborne

PrarTigna CHADEAN

THIBPNE NIOWS S0

SHIMLA, TANUARY 19

Decks have fmally been
clesred for the resumption of
flights on the Shimla-Delhi-
Dharamsala sector, with the
Himachal Pradesh Govern-
mentagreeing to provide via-
bility gap fumding to offsct
losses mourred by aidines on
what has long been consid-
ered an unecononmeal route

The decision was taken ala
mesting of the state Cabinet
held here today, The Ciabinet
approveda proposal allowing
Allianee Alr Aviation Lid to
operate 46-seater aircrafi on
all seven days of the week on
the Delhi-Shimla-Delhi and
Shimla-Dharamssals-Shimla
routes from the Jubbarhatt
airport ear Shimla,

Industries snd Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Harsh-
wardhan Chauhan zaid the
Cabinet had accorded its nod
to provide viability gap fund-
ing a8 air connectivity with
the nationes:] capital was cru-
cial for the stale, “The roule 15
ol eponomically viable and
therefore the govermmment has
decided to extend Anancial
support to ensure regular
operations, " he said.

Under the arrangement,
the state government will
provide approcamately Hs 32
crore annually o Alhance Air
tes cover operational losses on

Cabinel APproves
viability gap funding
Tor Allianee Air 1o
operate Delhi-Shimla-
Dharamsala sector

the Delhi-Shimla, Shimla-
Dharamsala and Dharam-

sala-Delhi sectors,
Jubbarhatti airport has
remained largely inactive for

a prolonged period, as previ-
ous  attempls o sustamm
flights failled due to poor
commercial viabality. High
fares and irregular schedules
made air travel unaifordable
for most possengers, leading
to repeated suspension of
gervices. The absence of air
connectivity from the state
capital has been a perstatent
coneern,  particularly  for
toursm and officisl travel

In another development,
heli-tad  services from the
Dhalli heliport, located with-
in the town lmits, are likely
o resume soon. Two aviation
companies have expressed
willingness o aperate serne-
&5 from the heliport.
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