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Court asks AAl to
pay X1 cr to Irish co

I 2T7-YR-OLD SUIT

Charul Shah Joshi

FLIE
e

The City Civil Court necently
criticised the Airport
Authority of Indin (AAI) and
directed it to pay Rsl crome to
Aer Lingus Lid, an Irish com-
pany, as exemplary costs
along with Rs50 lakh towards
liti gation The
court’s dl\l'lﬂnl'l comes after
the company was embmoiled
in a legal bartle for over 27
vears due o AAD's atempis to
recover dues from the now-
defunct Eaa West Alrlines
The Irish company was
dimgged into the legal battle
as the defunct airlines had
taken the company's aircrafc
an lease.

The court has also asked
the AAL 1o pay Re9625 hkh
which the Irish firm hoad to
spend townrds bank guaran-
ter for release of its two alr-
craft, along with other bank
charges which the firm had to
pay with 9% interes.

The eourt further noted thar
an AAl officlal In his cros
examination admitted when

CXPCIses.

the suit was filed the airfnes
was already inio Houidation
and they knew thatthey would
not be able to recover dues
from the airlines, hence the
Irish firm oned the sieeralt were
added s parties to the siit,

1t was claimed that the AAl
had o recover Rs271 come
from the East West Travel and
Trade Links Lid (defendant
No2) which was responsible
for operations of East West
Airlines (n respect of two
leased nircraft VT GWH and
VT GHI

In the suit filed in 1996, the
AAl daimed that it isentitled
to detain the two alreraft till
is dues are not ceansd
Henoe Aer Lingus was added
to the case claiming that all
the defendants are jointly
liable to pay the dues. The
AAl detained the aircraft ill
the firm gave eguivalent
bank puarantes towards its
ridense,

The court, while dismissing
the suit, has asked the AAl to
recover the dues from the air
lines. The court said, “The
plainuff (A AL acted in breach
of rules and o the detriment
to the public and the present
defendants
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AAIl achieves ‘excellent’
rating under MoU '23-24

Airports Authority of India (AAT), a Mini Ratna
Category — [ PSE, has achieved ‘Excellent’
rating with scoreof94.50 under Mol 2023-24,
signed with Ministry of Civil Aviation, under
theableleadership of Vipin Kumar, Chairman,
AAL

The Department of Public Enterprises has
communicated AAI's MoU score of 94.50 with
final rating as ‘Excellent’.

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between AAI and Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) is signed as per DPE Guidelines wherein
major emphasisis on financial targetsin terms
of growth in Revenue from Operations, Capex,
Return on Capital Employed, Asset Turnover
Ratio etc.,and CPSE sector specific physical
parameter(s). In addition, based on the priorities
of Government of India, certain compliance
parameters such as procurement from MSE's
including SC/ST & women, CSR etc., are also
included in MoU. AAI has invested Rs. 5,335
Crore in capital expenditures under the MoU
2023-24 to enhance airport services and tech-
nology, improving operational efficiency,
resulting in a safer and more seamless travel
experience and the ‘Excellent’ ratingachieved
lays the foundation for future growth.
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Hindon ﬂlght plan to bypass 150km rule

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: Delhi Internation-
al Airport Limited (DIAL),
which operates the Delhi air-
port, had lost the bid to devel-
op the Jewar airport in Noida
and hence had no right toob-
ject to a third airport within
a radius of 150km, the Centre
has said inan affidavit in Delhi
High Court, paving the way for
the commencement of com-
merdal operations from Hin-
don alrport.

This has led to a scenario
where the Delhi airport, the
Nolbda alr port (Jewar), and the
Hindon airport (Ghaziabad) will
all be located withina 150km ra-
divs against a palicy rule.

DIAL had challenged the
Centre's decision to allow
commercial operations from
the Hindon airbase in the high
court in January last year.

DIAL had said that the de-
csion was contrary to the Pol-
lcy on Alrport Infrastructure,
1997, Greenfield Airport Poli-
cy, 2008, and the Natlonal Civil
Aviation Policy, 2015,

The Policy on Alrport In-

(From left) Indira Gandhi International Alrport in Deth Hindon Airport in Ghaziabad and the under<onstruction
Noida International Alrport near Jewar

frastructure, 1997, mandates
that “no greenfield airport will
normally be allowed within
an aerial distance of 150 kilo-
metres of an existing airport”.
Il allowed, then parameters
for the distribution of traffic
between the two airports will
haveto be cleary speltowt.

On April 4, 2006, the opera-
thon, management and develop-
ment agreement was executed
betwesn DIAL and the Alrports
Authority of India (AAT).

The state support agree-
ment (SSA) was signed be-

tween the civil aviation minis-
try and DIAL on April 26, 2006,

Clause 3.4 of the SSA pro-
vides for the right of first refus-
al (RaFR) to DIAL with regard
to a “second afrport” that may
be planned within a 150km ra-
dius of the Delhi airport In a
competitive bidding process,

The AAI had claimed in
the court that the RoFR was
exhausted during DIAL's un-
successful attempt (o bid for
the second airport at Jewar,
Noida, as it lost to a Swiss firm
Zurich AG.

“In view of the lact, Re-
spondent No 2 (AAI) stated
that it had no obligation to-
wards the Petitioner to halt
the commencement of com-
mercial operations from the
Hindon Airport,” the Centre’s
affidavit said,

The AAl alsosald that “DI-
AL's submission that Hindon
Alrport cannot now be used
for full commercial operations
since it Is a greenfield alrport
ignores the factual position
that Hindon Airport has
been Munctioning as a civil

enclave since 2017,

DIAL countered the AAl
by saying that Hindon airbase
couild not be termed a “brown-
field airport™ and it was a
“defence aerodrome”. How-
ever. the case was disposed of
before a final decision could
be reached after DIAL with-
drew its petition on January
7. with the liberty o make an
appropriate representation to
the civil aviation ministry or
the AAL

The reason behind the
withdrawal is not known.
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Agartala airport elevated

to higher grade

Will have facilities similar to Guwahati airport

AGARTALA, Jan 18: The Airport
Authority of India has elevated the Ma-
haraja Bir Bikram Airport here to a high-
er grade based on passenger movement
and mfrastructure development, ac-
cording to an official circular.

Tripura Chief Mimster Dr Manik
Saha thanked Prime Minister Naren-
dra Mod for the upgrade of the Agar-
tala airport and the Centre's support
for the State's development.

“It has been decided to upgrade the
category of the airports — Agartala,
Bhopal, Madurai, Surat, Udaipur and
Vijaywada from grade III to II,” the
circular reads.

The Maharaja Bir Bikram Awport,
the second busiest airport in the North
Eastern region after the Guwahati air-

port, manages 14 flights and 4,000 pas-
sengers daly.

Dr Saha said, “It 1s a matter of
great pride that Maharaja Bir Bikram
Airport, Agartala has been upgraded
from Grade I1I to Grade II based on
the passenger movement and Infra-
structure development. My grati-
tude to PM Narendra Modiji for con-
tinuous support for all-round devel-
opment of Tripura.”

With the elevation, the Maharaja
Bir Bikram Airport will enjoy facili-
ties similar to Guwahati's Lokpriya
Gopinath Bordoloi Airport, an offi-
cial said. It also provides more finan-
cial power to the Airport Director
to undertake any project or develop-
ment work. — PTI
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Sarla Aviation hopes to make electric flying taxi a reality by 2028

—
Meanakshi Verma Ambwani
e Dedh

A€TOSpace  start-up, Sarly
Aviation, which showcased
its air taxl prototype at the
Bharat Mobility Global Expao
2025, abms to mike electric
fiving taxis a reality by 2028,
The stam-up recently
raised $10 million ina Series
Al funding round which was
led by Aceel. The round also
saw the participation of
other angel investors, in-
cluding Flipkart co-founder
Binny Bansal and Zerodhs
co-founder MNikhil Kamarth,

ELECTRIC FLYING TAXIS
Adrisn Schmide, Co-
Founder and CEO of Sarla
Aviation told  husiessline,
“We have unveiled our full-
scale prototype at the Bharat
Mohbility Expo. We will now

SKY'S THE LIMIT. The company aims to mtroduece lts slectric flying taxis irst in Bengaluru

use the funding to develop
the next set of prototypes
and we will be doing heavy
flight testing on them We
will also use this funding o
build vur research and de-

velopment favility thar wall
host our growing team. We
are focused on “Making-in
India” and believe India has
the potential 1o leapfrog into
the future of air travel.”

The company aims to in-
troduce itz electric fying
taxis in Bengaluru by 2028,
“So in the hrst phase, we
hope 1o deploy 30 electric
fhying taxis in Benguluru be-

fore looking at other citics
such as Mumbai and Delhi.
In the long term, our focus
will be 1o scale it up rapidly
across urban regions® he
added.

Sarla Aviation was foun
ded in October 2023 by Ad-
Rakesh

man  Schmidt,
Gaonkar, and Shivam
Chauhan.  Its  prototype

Shumya is designed to ac-
commodate up to six passen
gers and can carry a max-
imum load of 680 kg with
speeds reaching up to 250
ko h.

“It will be optimised for
short mps of 20-30 km
aimed to reduce travel times
across  congested  wrban
areas in a sustainable and ef-
fickent manner, India is a
price-sensitive market and,
therefore, we sim to develop
a cost-effective solution and
make urban air mobdlity ae-

cessible toawider set of con-
sumers,” Schmide added.

Meanwhile, precision
manufacturing firm Sona
SPEED on Sundoy said it has
inked a memorandum of un-
derstanding with Sarla Avi
ation todesign and manufac-
ture critleal components for
clectric vertical take-off and
landing airerafi.
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This is the fourth part in a series about what various sectors are expecting from the upcoming Budget.

Budget 2025:

By Daanish Anand
daanish.anandi@ivermint.com

BALUER NG

S nany e beginning of 2025 With

record-breaking pending

deliveries of over 1500 aircraft, the industry is expected to
grow in terms of numbers, but financially the industry is
expected 1o record losses. However, the industry has a

budget wishlist that can help every player.

SUPPORT aviation MORE
industry through asset
financing i rupees

=

Airline spending

India's aviation sector is growing
rapldly; this is evident from daily
domestic passenger numbers
nearing the 500,000 mark since

2022: FM announced intention o monetize the
mext set of ainports through priviatization

2023: Fi announced plans to revive 50 additional
ainports, heliports, water aerodromes and advance
landing grounds

2024: FM announced incentives o boost the

Domestic passengers carried by
Indian airlines (million)

- -

2003

2024
{Jan-row)

- -

funding for
RCS LIDAM

Dur banking system still does not understand aircraft
as an asset We hope that the finance minister can give
a directive to the banks in India to support the aviation
industry through asset financing, and that too in
rupees. This can significantly benefit the Indian
aviation industry by lowering their reliance on foreign
funding and saving on precious foreign exchange,
MAKO] CHACKD, MD & CEO, Fly

Stwrce Directorate General of Civil Aviation

— 4

maintenance, repair and averhaul activities (MRO).
Extension to the period for expart of goods
imported for repairs to 1 year from 6 months and
time limit for repair of goods for repairs under
warranty from 3 years to 5 years.

FINANCIALS
T2,000-3,000 crore: Expected
net loss for the industry in both FY25

and FY26, after a loss of 1,000 crore
in FY2d, according to kcra

UPGRADING HEW airports Rationalization

capacity at and better im duty structune

key airports infrastructure of ATF Fleet induction
Mumber of aincraft inducted
2134 107 | 2025 (expectad) 86

"'“'IIIIIII:!IIIIII‘II.lIll'IIIIlIII. -, AXARNAANANAEAANN [1113’1?{1“#!1!##

A A A AA AT A A AT AN | A A A A A A A A A A A A AAA
AAANAAANAAAA AN AR | WA AN AR AN AN AN AA
A A A AN AR AT AAAAAST | A AR A A A A A A AN AN A
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA | AN A A A AN A AN AAA

LEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBE EEEFFEEEEE

L EE NN
A AN A A A A w A AN A l
%

Request the government to allocate
increased funding to the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS) under the
UDAM initiative in the upcoming budget.
Enhanced funding will significantly
strengthen air connectivity to tier 2 and
tier 3 cities.

CAPTAIN SIMRAN 5INGH TIWANA, CEOD, 5tar Air
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Sky-high air fares drive devotees to

reroute their Kumbh Mela plans

Trars Niws Moy

Alimodibad: The spirimal
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3 security checks, 6-hr
delay on Pune flight

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: A trip that was
to take a little over an hour
did not end smoothly for mo-
re than 100 IndiGo passeng-
ers. They spent six howrs get-
ting on and off two aircrafl,
dealing with a diversion firom
Pune’s airspace, and clearing
security checks three times
on Saturday

The fight (BE-6095) took
off from Ahmedabad at
f.10am and was scheduled to
land in Pune at 10.15am. Ho-
wever, 10-15 minutes before to-
uchdown, it returned to the
origin, public relations ex-
pert Rahul Shingavi, who
was on board, told TOL “The
pilot announced there was a
technical problem and hea-
ded back to Ahmedabad, after
we were already preparing to
alight in Pune,” he said.

The flight landed in Ah-
medabad around 10.30am,
and flyers were asked to col-
lect their belongings and di-
sembark. “We saw three or fo-

ur ambulances and fire briga-
de vehicles parked near the
aircraft,” Shingavisaid.

Around Ild45am, airline
staff announced that the flight
would depart for Pune, and all
passengers were told to go
through the security check
again. “We were taken to one
of the boarding gates and ma-
detosit inabus. The bus made
a round on the tarmac and ca-
me back to the building. By
then, many flvers lost their co-
ol," hesaid. Onenguiry the fly-
ers were told that since Pune
airport was closed until 3pm
for IAF sorties, there were no
commercial movements. For
the third time, the passengers
wereasked to complete securi-
ty check and boarded the
flight. Finally around 3pm,
the aircraft departed and arri-
ved in Pune by 4.10 pm.

An IndiGo spokesperson
said the flight returned due to
technical reasons but reply-
ing to Shingavi's post on X, the
airline said it was due to ope-
rational reasons,
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Pongal flyers pay a premium to leave, pay

Taresmr saidairline sources.
W“mh"d'a'mm Madurai to Chennai | 10,046 - 17,991 However, flvers are not
. | happy. Kumaresh G of Tuti-
Chennai: After paving thri- Chﬂl:l_al_tu_hlgdural | 3.975- 4947 corin, who spent more than
cﬁ th:; normal fare t:;. fly ﬁu Tiruchirappalli to Chennai 6,049 - 11,089 T15,000 to I'I_\'dm his hriln}e-
their hometowns within the town to spend time with fa-
state for Pongal, travellers RETURN Chennai to Tiruchirappall 4,862 - 5,282 mily I'urll’ungal holidays,
face a double whammy as Coimbatore to Chennai 5,552 - 11,089 now has to shell out more to
flight fares have surged aga- - return to Chennai. “My ini-
in for return to Chennai Chennai to Coimbatore 3,260 - 6,492 tial plan was to return by
from cities such as Madu- Tuticorin to Chennai 10,750 - 17,365 train, hu; I have t{;) stay till
rai, Tuticorin and Coimba- - R Sunday due to other com-
tore. Chennai to T”t":"”"l S5071-5281 | yyitments. I didn't expect
Flights from Madurai to Salem to Chennai | 10,441 ﬂighlt fﬂre; tclLL es:t;:late S0
Chennai, which typically much. [ think 1 have no
cost ¥4,000-75,000, are now Chennai to Salem | 4862 other option but to share a
10,000-218,000 for Sundaw arlytripled. than half the capacity In cab with others and get

Tickeis from Trichy to Chen-
nai have jumped to 712,000
from the usual 24,500, Coim-
batore to Chennai fares have
doubled to 11,000, while tick-
ets from Tuticorin have soa-
red to 217,000 from 25,000, Sa-
lem to Chennai fares have ne-

However, ticket fares
from Chennaitothesecities
on Sundays are now below
25,000, Airlines said poor
demand for tickets from
Chennai to these towns bro-
ught prices down, as most
flights operate with less

contrast, there is a huge de-
mand for tickets from Ma-
durai, Tuticorin, Coimbato-
re, Trichy and Salem, and
most of the tickets are sold
out. “Duetothehugerushto
book tickets at the last mi-
nute, prices have surged,”

stuck in the traffic on
NH45,” he said, Vinith from
Colmbatore says he would
plan his trip well next time
and book flight tickets well
in advance to avoid beco-
ming a victim of surge pri-
cing.
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I-hr Ahd-Pune flight ends in 6-hr ordeal
w1th diversion, three checks, deboarding

@tlmesef’ndlad:om

Pune; What was supposed to
be a little over an hour's jour-
ney. turned into howrs of
hassle for over 100 passengers
aboard IndiGo's Ahmedabad-
Pune flight on Saturday.
Flvers went through six
hours of getting on and off
twoaircraft, bearingwith adi-
version from Pune's airspace,
and clearing  security
checks three times ina day
The flight (6E-6085) took

off from Ahmedabad at

9.10am and was scheduled to
land in Pune at 10.15am. But,
barely 10-15 minutes before to-
uchdown, it returned to ori-
gin, public relations expert
Rahul Shingavi, a passenger,
told TOL “The pilot announ-
oed there was a technical pro-
blem,"” he said.

The flight landed in Ah-
medabad around  10.30am,
and fiyers were asked to col-
lect their belongings and di-
sembark. “We were then ta-

ken ioterminal hu]ldmgv.hﬁ-
re we waited long for anupda-

te,” he said. The flyers landed
in Pune only by 4.10pm.

An IndiGo spokesperson
said Night 6E-6095 operating
from Ahmedabad to Pune re-
turned toorigin due to techni-
cal reasons and added, “Anal-
ternative alreraft was arran-
ged.” But, replying to a post
Shingavi on X, the airline had
said the flight was diverted
due tooperational reasons,
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