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2nd airport
location

will benefit
B'lureans: Min

BELAGAVI, DHNS: Indus-
tries Minister M B Patil on
Tuesday said the second
airport in Bengaluru will
come up at alocation ben-
eficial for Bengalureans
and industrialists.

Hewasreplyingin the
Council to JD(S) member
T N Javarayi Gowdawho
sought latest updates
about the second airport
and suggested to consider
Kunigal-Nelamangala
road as alocation.

He said, “We have iden-
tified 3-4 locations and
the one we finalise will be
beneficial for Bengalure-
ans and industrialists on
merit basis.”
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New scam lands
at Bengaluru
airport

NT Correspondent
BENGALURLU

I & /
g

A Bengaluru resident has
sounded the alarm on a
fraudulent taxl scheme
allegedly targeting pas-
sengers at Kempegowda
International  Airport.
Mahesh Suthar, a tech
professional, shared his
experience on social me-
dia, warning travellers to
be cautious of a fake app
used by some taxi drivers
to inflate fares.

Suthar recounted that
he booked a taxi after
landing at the airport,
where the driver used an
app resembling Uber to
“start the trip” However,
upon reaching his desti-
nation, the fare was in-
flated by Rs 1,000. When
Sutharquestioned the ex-
orbitant charge, the driv-
er claimed it was due to
GST (Goods and Services
Tax). The driver further
refused to issue a proper
receipt, stating it would
be sent electronically at a
later date.

Realising the scam, Su-
thar investigated the app,
identifying it as “Blume-
ter.” According to him,
this app is designed to
mimic Ubers interface
while allowing drivers to
manipulate fares by add-
ing arbitrary surge pric-
ing.

In his social media
post, Suthar wrote:

"What an inventive
new scam by @BLRAI-
rport taxi today. This
dude showed me an ex-
act replica of @Uber
app when he started and
ended the trip with 1000
bucks extra baked~in
Said the extra is because
of G5T, and when asked
for the bill, he said I'll get
it next month. So cute!”

“They use an Android
app called Blumeter,” he
went on to add.
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Strong November growth
for Mumbai Int’l Airport

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Intermnational Airport
(CSMIA) recorded a strang growth in November by
handling 27,200 air traffic movements with 4.77
million passengers.
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Allow foreign airlines

access to Kannur
airport, says group

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

A small group of people
from Kannur in Kerala,
comprising hoteliers, tour
operators and architects,
sal in protest at the Jantar
Mantar here on Tuesday to
press for their demand to
gramit *point of call” (MOC)
status for Kannur airport,
which would allow interna-
tional airlines w provide
direct flights to it

The group said they had
met Union Minister Ram-
mohan Maidu and present-
ed their memorandum
seeking POC status for Kan-
nur airport. “Indian air-
lines have a ‘monopaoly” at
the Kannur airport, but

they are not strong enough
to deploy more aircraft and
increase flights. On some
days, a flight from Kannur
tor Dubai cowld cost vou up
ter 230,000, whereas from
Kozhikode, which is only
100 ko away and is served
by internatiomal airlines,
the fare will be one-third
this cost,” Rasld Kunhi a-
ral, a tour operator, said,

Centre's stand

Though several cities are
demanding POC status for
their airports, the Centre
has  maintained  that it
needs to safepuard the in-
terests of Indian airlines so
that imternational airlines
da not take away passen-
ger traffic.
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SC questions action
against BJP MPs in
Deoghar airport case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday questioned the
State of Jharkhand’s action
of initiating a case of crimi-
nal trespass and ‘endanger-
ing lives of others’ against
BJP MPs Nishikant Dubey,
Manoj Tiwari and others
for entering the Air Trafhic
Control (ATC) room at De-
oghar airport to seek clea-
rance for their chartered
flight.

“How is criminal tres-
pass committed here? Was
there any ingredients of
Section 441 [criminal tres-
pass] of the IPC like an in-
tention to intimidate, in-
sult or injure involved in
their actions? How were
they endangering the lives
of others? Section 336 of
IPC would have applied if
they had taken off in the
aircraft,” Justice A.S. Oka,
heading a Bench including
Justice Manmohan, asked
senior counsel appearing
for the State government.

‘Threatened, forced’

The FIR, registered under
provisions of the IPC and
the Aircraft Act, had al-
leged that the accused per-
sons threatened and

coerced ATC personnel in-
to permitting the take-off
of a private aircraft in viola-
tion of safety regulations at
the Deoghar airport in Sep-
tember 2022.

The case, investigated
by the CID, alleged that the
MPs and their companions
along with their pilot en-
tered the ATC and “pres-
sured” the personnel to al-
low the take-off of their
private  aircraft even
though the airport was not
equipped for night opera-
tions.

“Whether an offence is
made out under the Air-
craft Act or not, we will
leave that question open,”
Justice Oka orally said, re-
serving the case for
judgment.

The Jharkhand counsel
said the ATC was a prohi-
bited area.
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FIRE BREAKS OUT
IN BASEMENT OF
UDAAN BHAWAN

NEW DELHI: A fire broke out at
Udaan Bhawan office complex
near Safdarjung Airport in
south Delhi on Wednesday aft-
ernoon. No injuries were
reported, fire officials said.

Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
director Atul Garg said that the
fire was reported at 12.53pm,
after which five fire tenders
were pressed into service. “Fire
was reported in the basement
of the building. Firemen
doused it within a few hours,”
he said.

Udaan Bhawan houses sev-
eral offices of the Ministry of
Aviation.

The damage caused by the
fire is yet to be assessed.  HTC
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IGIA: Agent arrested after 13-yr manhunt

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The IGI Air-
port Police team has arrested
a proclaimed offender agent
from Ludhiana, Punjab,
after a 13-year-long pursuit,
where Singh had been evad-
ing arrest since 2011 for his
tnvelvement in a passport
fraud case.

An anonymous source
tipped the IGI Adrport Police
about the agent.

The accused has been
tdentified as Manjeet Singh
alias Bitto (58) son of
Maghar Singh resident of

Nirankari Mohalla, Millar-
ganj, Ludhiana, Punjab.
According to the police,
in November 2011, Singh
orchestrated the illegal travel
of a woman, Kulvinder Kaur,
from Austria to Delhi using
another persons passpori.
Kaur!: Muminumstd
suspicions during immigra-
tion clearance at IGI Airport
when discrepancies were
found in her travel records,
showing mismatched depar-
ture and arrival entries.
Following her arrest,
she revealed that Singh, an
agent, had arranged her

journey Lo Austria for Rs 10
lakh and later used her pass-
port to facilitate the return of
another individual.

Singh’s associale, Gur-
deep Singh, was arrested in
2011, but Singh managed
to flee, leading to his proc-
lamation as an offender in
2013 by a Patiala House
Court order.

Despite multiple raids, he
remained at large until a spe-
cialised IGI Adrport Police
teant, led by Inspector Sushil
Goyal, tracked and arrested
him in Delhi based on local
intelligence.

During interrogation,
Singh confessed to his
invelvement, admitiing to
arranging fraudulent jour-
neys and manipulating
travel documents. Police
are now investigating his
bank accounts and Prul:-
ing his potential involve-
ment in other cases. This
arrest marks a significant
step in the fight against ille-
gal immigration networks.
Police urged passengers to
approach authorised agen-
cies for travel documenta-
ton to avoid falling victim
1o fraudulent agents.
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AQI Inches Ever Closer To Severe-Plus; Fog Makes Things Tougher

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The air quality in-
ched closer to the severe-plus
category as the air guality in-
dex (AQI) rose to 450 at 9pm on
Wednesday. According to Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board’s
bulletin released at 4pm, the ci-
ty'saverage AQI was445.

The combination of calm
wind conditions and foggy we-
ather led to a build-up of pollu-
tion as emissions from local
and regional sources continued
toremain high.

Dense fog was observed at
Safdarjung, the city’s base sta-
tion, with the lowest visibility
dipping to 50 metres. India Me-
teorological Department has
issued an orange alert for den-
se to very dense fog for Thurs-
day and Friday.

CPCB’s data shows AQI
was 439 at 12pm, which rose to
449 at 7pm. An AQI above 400 is
considered severe while when
it surpasses 450, it’s called sev-
ere-plus. According to Air Qu-
ality Early Warning System
for Delhi, the air quality 1s lik-
ely to stay severe on Thursday.

*As calm wind conditions
are prevailing in the city, there
has been no improvement in
the air quality. Since a western
disturbance is impacting the
region, easterly winds are blo-
wing in the city, which are ad-
ding to the moisture content,
leading to fog,” said Mahesh
Palawat, vice-president of
Skymet Meteorology. Similar
conditions are likely to prevail
for thenext twodays, headded.

The visibility dropped to 50
metres at 6.30am, which im-
proved to 100 metres at 7.30am
and further to 200 metres at
8.30am. However, Palam recor-
ded the lowest visibility of 300
metres from 6am to 9.30am, ac-
cording to IMD. Since there
was no dense fog formation at
Delhi airport, no flight was di-
verted. However, some flights
were delayed due to weather
conditions at the origin air-
port, said an IGIA official.

WHAT ARE YOU SMOKING?
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9.68 times worse than ‘good’)

» Delhi’s air quality is likely
to stay ‘severe’ on Thursday
» The city experienced
dense fog, with lowest
visibility of 50 metres at
Safdarjung, on Wednesday

> IMD has placed an orange
alert for dense to very dense
fog on Thursday and Friday

The Met department has
predicted that dense fog is lik-
ely at most stations on Thurs-
day and Friday, with chances of
very dense fog at isolated pla-
ces. “Very dense fog contains
PM and other pollutants, and in
case exposed, it gets lodged In

the lungs, clogging them and
decreasing their functional ca-
pacity, increasing episodes of
wheezing, coughing and short-
nessof breath,” IMD stated.
The maximum temperatu-
re was 23 degrees Celsius, one
degree above normal, and the

minimum was 7.6, one degree
below normal.

AQIatmany stationsrema-
ined in the higher end of the
severe category the whole day.
Anand Vihar was the most pol-
lutedstationinthecity withan
AQI of 484 at4pm.
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Feasibility study for new

airport under way: Patil
The infrastructure development department
has tasked Infrastructure Development
Corporation (IDECK) with conducting 2
feasibility study for Bengaluru's proposed
second international airport, MB Patil,
industries and infrastructure development
minister told the legislative council. Replying to
a question from TN Javarayi Gowda, Patil said
the study will assess road connectivity, hilly
terrain, elevated structures, and multi-modal
access via roads, rail, and Metro, It will also
consider travel time, land availabliity with low
population density, and access to water.
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3.4mn domestic flyers at city
airport in Nov, up 6.6% in a yr

Mumbai;: Passenger traffic
growth at Mumbai airport
maintained its momentum in
Nov with 4.7 million Qvers
and 27,200 flights, said Mum-
bai International Airport Lid
(MIAL)on Tuesday.

The airport handled 3.4
million domestic passengers,
registering a /6% growth
compared to Nov 2023, For in-
ternational  traffic, the
growth compared to Nov last
vear was 8.1% with 1.37 mil-
lion travellerslast month. The
airport handled 19,696 domes-

tic and 7504 international
flights (including freighters).
The busiest day was recorded
on Nov 27, with 9l flightson a
single day Delhi, Bengaluru
and Goa were the top three do-
mestic destinations, catering
to both leisure and business
travellers. On the internatio-
nal front, Dubai, Abu Dhabi
and London were the most fre-
gquented routes,

Mumbai airport handled
T,M6MT of cargo, compri-
ging 18,653MT of domestic
shipments and 52,393MT of

international consignments,
Key domestic commodities
included consolidated cargo,
engineering goods and pos-
tal mail, while international
shipments were dominated
by automobiles, pharmacen-
ticals and electronics. Delhi,
Bengaluru and Kolkata were
top performing domestic
destinations, while London,
Frankfurt and Dubai leading
international hubs, said MI-
AL, adding cargo operations
saw an11% growth compared
to Nov 2023,
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Aequs to supply parts for
Airbus door programme

Bangaluru: Hn-|||__=|.1||.'||"\. Aruis
Priwvate Ltd has partnerad with
[ynamatic Technologies Ltd
o suppésy structural parts fos
the Alrbos 4220 Doar
Programme.

Aequs will manufactere and
deliver ower 200 comples
parts, imvalving intricate tool
design, for glngs mac |1|n ing,
and surface 1 L% Fiear

YIS, DUl U
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IndiGo suggests
increasein pilot
resttimefromJun

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 18 December

IndiGo has proposed to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) a step-by-
step increase in the weekly rest
period for pilots, saying it
wants the implementation to
begin from June 2025,
Business Standard has learnt.

The airline has opposed
any increase in the “night duty
window,” which refers to the
period between 12 am and 5
am during which operations
are subject to stricter fatigue
management regulations, as it
could have a “severe opera-
tional impact”.

To improve fatigue man-
agement, the DGCA revised
the 2019 flight duty time limi-
tation (FDTL) norms for pilots
in January this year.

The updated rules raised
the weekly rest period for
flight crew from 36 hours to 48
hours and extended the “night
duty window” from 12 am-5
am and 12 am-6 am.

The regulator planned to
enforce these regulations from
June this year but postponed
implementation after Indian
carriers strongly opposed the
changes, citing the need to
cancel 1520 per cent of
flights to comply.
Currently, the DGCA F
is in discussions
with airlines and
pilotunions on how
and from when to
implement the new
FDTL norms.

On December 4, IndiGo
Chief Operating Officer Isidro
Porqueras wrote to the DGCA
chief D C Sharma, wherein he
mentioned that the airline is
ready to increase the weekly
rest period from 36 hours to 40
hours from June 2025.

“We will assess the impact
of this change, with a view to
potentially increasing the
weekly rest period post June

Perpetrators of
bomb hoax may
pay T1lakh fine

Against the backdrop ofthe
recent spate of hoax bomb
callstargeting airlines, the
government has amended
the aircraft security rules
whereby perpetrators can
face penalties and could
even be barred from flying.
The civil aviation ministry
hasamended the Aircraft
(Security) Rules, 2023. Two
new rules—29Aand
30A—have been
introduced. Underthe
amended rules, now, the
Director General ofthe
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has powers
to “refuse admission to any
person or group of persons
intheaircraft”. With the
new rule, the perpetrators
can face penalties of up to
T1lakh. PTI

2026,” Porqueras added.

He mentioned that the pro-
posed change to redefine the
“night duty window” as12 am-
6 am will have a “severe oper-
ational impact” and the airline

proposes “retaining the

current definition of
night duty
window™.

The rest norms
for pilots become
stricter when they

are working during
“night duty window”.

For example, no pilot can
perform more than two con-
secutive night landings during
the night duty window with-
out a specified rest period in
between. Also, a minimum
rest period of 12 hours or
equivalent to the preceding
duty period (whichever is
greater) must be provided
before starting a duty that
includes “night duty window”.
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Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Airlinesareopposing pro-
posed rules on pilot work and rest, say-
ing that they cannot fully implement
them at least before 2026 as it would re-
quire an increase in their crew
strength.

IndiGo and Air India have opposed a
key amendment in the law which re-
writes the definition of night period,
extending it by an hour from 12 AM-5
AMtol2 AM-6AM, besideslimitingthe
duty period to 10 hours.

“The proposed change to redefine the
night duty hours will have a severe
operational impact. We propose to re-
tain the current definition on night du-
ty” IndiGo, India’s largest airline, said
ina letterto the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA). ET has revie-
wed a copy of the letter.

Theairlines said the new rules would
require them to Increase crew
strength by 3-10% and an immediate
implementation will lead to flight can-
cellations and disruptions.

In March,
DGCA put the
new rules in in-
definite abeyan-
ce in front of se-
vere resistance
from airlines.
The airlines said
the rules will for-
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Indian Airlines Oppose Pilot
Rest Rules, Say Norms can be
Implemented Only from 2026

ce them to cancel 20% of flights at the
peak of summer travel season.

The reversal of stance came within
days after the regulator itself acknow-
ledged pilot fatigue as a concern say-
ing that multiple incidents of death of
pilots due to punishing schedules and
its adverse impact on the health of pi-
lots is an urgent wake up call to add-
ressthese issues without furtherdelay.

Following that, multiple pilot groups
including the Federation of Indian Pi-
lots (FIP), which counts over 5,000 pilots
as its members, moved court seekingan
early implementation of therules.

Last week, the Delhi HC, questioned
the DGCA why the norms could not be
notified sooner since they were ready
I January 2024. The court told the
DGCA to consider implementing the
proposed norms from early 2025.

Air India, in its submission, said the
regulator instead of prescribing uni-
form rules for all airlines should allow
them to implement their own Fatigue
Risk Management Systems (FRMS).

FRMS is a process where airlines col-
lect data and analyse them using soft-
ware to monitor pi-
lot fatigue. Global av-
iation watchdog
ICAO also prescri-
bes the use of FRMS
against the traditio-
nal approach of re-
gulators prescribing
limits,
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More Indians looking to fly biz class this holiday season

RAGHAV AGGARWAL
New Delhi, December 17

THE NUMBER OF Indians eyeing to
fly business class has seen a sharp
uptick this holiday season compared
to last year. While the trend is more
pronounced in international travel,
travel agents and online platforms
suggest that it is also emerging on
manydomestic routes.

Data shared by MakeMyTripon
Tuesdayshowed businessclassbook-
ings from India across domestic as
well as international routes have
gone up by 50% this year compared
to the same period last year. This is
based on the analysis of search and
booking data between December 16
and 31. For international bookings,
there has been an 80% rise in busi-
ness class bookings,and for domestic
bookings, the jumpis 2 7%,

Cleartripsaid it has seenalmosta
60% jump in business classbookings
thisyear compared tolast year.

According to travel agents and

SHIFT IN PREFERENCE

{% increase in bookings this season)

International routes
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industry executives, the keyreason
fortheuptickisthe rising demand for
a better flight experience. “People
now come and ask for seatswith big-
ger leg space and better comfort,”
Pramod 5ingh, a Delhi-based travel

FINANCIAL EXPRESS Wed, 18 December 2024

READ TO LEAD

agent,said,adding: “They arereadyto
paymore forinternationalflights”
AlokGupta, another Delhi-based
travelagentsaid thereisan increased
focus on a better travel experience.
“Now, they prefer to be able towatch

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76442908

movies, have adrinkand sleepbetter
onalong flight," hesaid.

Indiver Rastogi, president &
group head,global business travel,at
Thomas Cook (India) and SOTC
Travel, said as premium cabin prices

stabilise, “corporate policies are shift-
ing towards broader adoption of busi-
ness class for employees, previously
reserved for senior executives and
CX0s". "Furthermore, airlines are
offering more competitive
pricing, value-added ser-
vicesand frequent-flyer pro-

BwPAGE 24

Group, it has placed a massive order
of around 570 planes with Boeing
and Alrbus. Out of these, around 80
are wide-body planes.

“The trend toward premiumisa-
tion is becoming increas-
ingly pronounced as trav-
ellers are willing to spend

grammes like IndiGo's Blue WORLD'S more fora memorable holi-

Chip, Singapore Airlines BUSIEST day,"said Rajesh Magow,co-

KrisFlyer making premium Rt founder and group CEOQ,
: : ROUTES ;

and business class cabins LARGELY MakeMyTrip.

moreaccessible, hesaid. IM ASIA “While international

In line with the trend,
Indianairlinesarealsoaccel-
erating their plans to offer premium
seats to customers. IndiGo has
started offering business class seats
onsomeroutes from November.The
seats offer a more plush feel,
adjustable headrest and specially
curated mealsby the Oberoi. InApril,
it had placed its first-ever order for
wide-body aircraft with Airbus.

Air India, is also undergoing a
$400-million refurbishment pro-
gramme, Under the new owner Tata

routes continue to lead the

demand for business and
premium economy travel, weare also
seeingasteadyrisein domestic book-
ings, particularly on high-traffic
routes connecting key business
hubs," Rastogi added.

According to Cleartrip, the inter-
national destinations which have
seen the highest rise in demand for
business seats this season are
Bangkok, Bali and Kathmandu, while
domestic destinations include
Ahmedabad, Kolkataand Lucknow.

&
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Govt amends aircraft
security rules amid

hoax bomb threats

AGAINST THE BACKDROP of a
spate of hoax bomb calls
targeting airlines, the
govermnment has amended the
aircraft security rules whereby
perpetrators can face penalties
and could even be barred from
flying. In October, airlines got
466 hoax bomb thrests while
the number of such threats
stood at 999 this year till
Movember 16,

FE BUREAU & AGENCIES
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MUK BAI

DGCA issues
show cause
notice to
Akasa Air

DGCA has issued a show
cause notice to Akasa Air
for violation of norms
related to the airline's
operations manual,
according to sources.
When contacted, an Akasa
Alr spokesperson said the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
raised certain findings for
which they have issued a
notice for clarification from
the airline’s flight oper-
ations team. Sofar this
manth, at least two show-
cause notices issued by
the regulator to the airine,
which started flying in
August 2022,
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Private aviation is releasing more
than its ‘fair share’ of emissions

Scientists analysed flight data from the ADS-B Exchange platform and focused on five recent global events which were accompanied by international travel. They found some

47% of all these flights were for distances shorter than 500km and around 19% were in fact for distances shorter than 200km. About 5% spanned less than 50km

Monika Mondal

f the aviation sector were a country,
it would be among the world’s top
10 greenhouse gas-emitting nations.
Air travel is one of the most
polluting modes of travel for its relatively
higher carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide
emissions and the effects of vapour trails
and gases it deposits in the atmosphere.

But even within air travel, private jets
and chartered planes have a higher
carbon footprint per passenger.
According to a 2021 report of the
European Federation for Transport and
Environment, private jets are five- to
14-times more polluting per passenger
than commercial flights and 50-times
more than trains.

A recent study in Nature reported
emissions increased by 46% between
2019 and 2023, especially thanks to
private aviation. The number of aircraft
increased from 25,993 in December 2023
to 26,454 in February 2024 and is
expected to grow further. According to
the paper, “Private aviation contributed at
least... about 3.6 tonnes of CO: per flight.”

More millionaires in India

As of March 2024, 112 private planes were
registered in India. According to the
paper, India has very few aircraft per lakh
population (0.01) compared to Malta
(46.51), the U.S. (5.45), Switzerland (3.76),
the U.K. (0.78), Brazil (0.43), France
(0.36), and Russia (0.1). China has a
comparable 0.02.

“But India is actually among the top 20
countries in terms of private aircraft
ownership and the highest among
low-middle-income countries,” Ramya
Natarajan, a research scientist at the
Centre for Study of Science, Technology,
and Policy (CSTEP), a think-tank in
Bengaluru, said. “This isn’t surprising
because India, while still a developing
country, has the third highest number of
billionaires in the world and also has a
rapidly growing millionaire population.”

Despite nascent efforts to decarbonise
the aviation industry, solutions like
sustainable aviation fuels (SAFs),
hydrogen, and electrification haven't
been easy to implement at a large scale.

Private flight usage

In the study, researchers from institutes in
Sweden, Germany, and Denmark
analysed flight data from the ADS-B
Exchange platform and focused on five
recent global events accompanied by
international travel.

These events were the World Economic
Forum in Switzerland; the Super Bowl in
the U.S.; the COP28 climate talks in the
U.A.E.; the Cannes Film Festival in

As of March 2024, 112 private planes were registered in India. Representative photo. CHRIS LEIPELT

France; and the 2022 FIFA World Cup in
Qatar. In many cases, the researchers
found the same aircraft units were used
for these events.

Some 47% of all these flights were for
distances shorter than 500km. Around
19% were in fact for distances shorter
than 200km; many of them were actually
empty or used to deliver goods. About 5%
of the flights spanned less than 50km — a
distance otherwise easily covered by road
or rail.

The study also reported that the use of
private aircraft for leisure destinations like
Ibiza in Spain and Nice in France peaked
in June-August, which is summer in the
northern hemisphere, and especially over
the weekends.

Around 69% of private aviation was
concentrated in the U.S.

The researchers also estimated that
another 8,500 jets will be delivered to
private parties in the next 10 years,
although how many will end up in India is
unknown. “How many additional private
flights might be added every year as India
becomes a wealthier, developed country?
Can India afford to take the U.S. route?
What would the overall impact of such
lifestyle choices be?” Natarajan asked.

Air travel and India’s emissions

In the last decade, the Indian government
launched the policies ‘Ude Desh Ka Aam
Nagrik’ (UDAN) to enhance rural
connectivity and ‘Nextgen Airports for

In India, the alcohol-to-jet pathway
seems most likely in the medium
term. However, planning is needed to
avoid negative land-use change and
groundwater implications. Demand
for SAF should not incentivise
sugarcane or maize

Bharat Nirman’ (NABH) to increase
airport capacity by more than five times.
Indian airplane operators have also
been testing low-carbon fuels. In 2018, for
example, Spicejet operated a flight from

Uttarakhand to New Delhi on aviation fuel
blended with oil from seeds of the
jatropha plant, to the tune of 25% by
volume. In 2023, Air Asia flew a flight
from Pune to New Delhi powered by SAF
blended with aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
based on indigenous feedstock and
supplied by the Indian Oil Corporation,
Ltd. But these attempts have not
translated into the commercialisation of
SAF due to its limited availability and
efficiency. According to one April 2024
estimate, it also costs “at least 120%”
more than conventional jet fuel for
reducing emissions by at least 27%.

Apart from SAFs, both experts and
lawmakers have discussed hydrogen and
electrification as possible alternatives to
kerosene, which is used in aviation for its

high energy density. Hydrogen packs
three-times more energy in the same
mass but handling it is a nightmare.
Engineers will need to redesign, remodel,
and restructure aircraft bodies as well as
the fuel storage, transportation, and
fuelling facilities at airports to use
hydrogen-based fuels in aviation.
Likewise, electrification is currently a
poor solution due to issues of battery
weight, flight stability, and its
dependency on other economies for its
raw materials, industry experts have said.

“In India, the alcohol-to-jet pathway
seems most likely in the medium term,
given that we already have a good ethanol
production supply chain,” Natarajan said.
“However, this should be carefully
planned to avoid negative land-use
change and groundwater implications. A
demand for SAF should not incentivise
increased cultivation of sugarcane or
maize. Instead, only surplus sugar should
be used.”

However, Natarajan added, the work of
her and her peers at CSTEP suggests there
is hope. “If by the year 2050, only surplus
sugar is converted to ethanol and ethanol
is fully used to make aviation fuel, instead
of blending with petrol as we do
currently, then we can meet almost
15-20% of the aviation fuel demand of
2050,” she said.

(Monika Mondal is a freelance science
and environment journalist.
a.monikamondal@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Private jets are five to 14
times more polluting than
commercial flights and 50
times more than trains.
Nature reports emissions
increased by 46% because of
private aviation

b i

India is among the top 20
countries in terms of private
aircraft ownership. India
though a developing country
has the third highest number
of billionaires and a rapidly
growing millienaire population
v

Hydrogen and electrification
are being discussed as
alternatives to kerosene.
Hydrogen packs three times
more energy but handling is a
nightmare. Electrification is
beset by issues like weight,
flight stability, and raw
materials



| s S i

AIRPORTIS AU Tl—iORITY OF INDILA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU

CHENNAT

18 DECEMEER 2024

Private aviation IS releasing more

than its ‘fair share’ of emissions

Scientists analysed flight data from the ADS-B Exchange platform and focused on five recent global events which were accompanied by international travel. They found some

47% of all these flights were for distances shorter than 500km and around 19% were in fact for distances shorter than 200km. About 5% spanned less than 50km

Monika Mondal

f the aviation sector were a country,
it would be among the world’s top
10 greenhouse gas-emitting nations.
Air travel is one of the most
polluting modes of travel for its relatively
higher carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide
emissions and the effects of vapour trails
and gases it deposits in the atmosphere.

But even within air travel, private jets
and chartered planes have a higher
carbon footprint per passenger.
According to a 2021 report of the
European Federation for Transport and
Environment, private jets are five- to
14-times more polluting per passenger
than commercial flights and 50-times
more than trains.

A recent study in Nature reported
emissions increased by 46% between
2019 and 2023, especially thanks to
private aviation. The number of aircraft
increased from 25,993 in December 2023
to 26,454 in February 2024 and is
expected to grow further. According to
the paper, “Private aviation contributed at
least... about 3.6 tonnes of CO:z per flight.”

More millionaires in India

As of March 2024, 112 private planes were
registered in India. According to the
paper, India has very few aircraft per lakh
population (0.01) compared to Malta
(46.51), the U.S. (5.45), Switzerland (3.76),
the U.K. (0.78), Brazil (0.43), France
(0.36), and Russia (0.1). China has a
comparable 0.02.

“But India is actually among the top 20
countries in terms of private aircraft
ownership and the highest among
low-middle-income countries,” Ramya
Natarajan, a research scientist at the
Centre for Study of Science, Technology,
and Policy (CSTEP), a think-tank in
Bengaluru, said. “This isn’t surprising
because India, while still a developing
country, has the third highest number of
billionaires in the world and also has a
rapidly growing millionaire population.”

Despite nascent efforts to decarbonise
the aviation industry, solutions like
sustainable aviation fuels (SAFs),
hydrogen, and electrification haven’t
been easy to implement at a large scale.

Private flight usage

In the study, researchers from institutes in
Sweden, Germany, and Denmark
analysed flight data from the ADS-B
Exchange platform and focused on five
recent global events accompanied by
international travel.

These events were the World Economic
Forum in Switzerland; the Super Bowl in
the U.S.; the COP28 climate talks in the
U.A.E.; the Cannes Film Festival in

As of March 2024, 112 private planes were registered in India. Representative photo. CHRIS LEIPELT

France; and the 2022 FIFA World Cup in
Qatar. In many cases, the researchers
found the same aircraft units were used
for these events.

Some 47% of all these flights were for
distances shorter than 500km. Around
19% were in fact for distances shorter
than 200km; many of them were actually
empty or used to deliver goods. About 5%
of the flights spanned less than 50km — a
distance otherwise easily covered by road
or rail.

The study also reported that the use of
private aircraft for leisure destinations like
Ibiza in Spain and Nice in France peaked
in June-August, which is summer in the
northern hemisphere, and especially over
the weekends.

Around 69% of private aviation was
concentrated in the U.S.

The researchers also estimated that
another 8,500 jets will be delivered to
private parties in the next 10 years,
although how many will end up in India is
unknown. “How many additional private
flights might be added every year as India
becomes a wealthier, developed country?
Can India afford to take the U.S. route?
What would the overall impact of such
lifestyle choices be?” Natarajan asked.

Air travel and India’s emissions

In the last decade, the Indian government
launched the policies ‘Ude Desh Ka Aam
Nagrik’ (UDAN) to enhance rural
connectivity and ‘Nextgen Airports for

In India, the alcohol-to-jet pathway
seems most likely in the medium
term. However, planning is needed to
avoid negative land-use change and
groundwater implications. Demand
for SAF should not incentivise
sugarcane or maize

Bharat Nirman’ (NABH) to increase

airport capacity by more than five times.
Indian airplane operators have also

been testing low-carbon fuels. In 2018, for

example, SpiceJet operated a flight from
Uttarakhand to New Delhi on aviation fuel
blended with oil from seeds of the
jatropha plant, to the tune of 25% by
volume. In 2023, Air Asia flew a flight
from Pune to New Delhi powered by SAF
blended with aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
based on indigenous feedstock and
supplied by the Indian Oil Corporation,
Ltd. But these attempts have not
translated into the commercialisation of
SAF due to its limited availability and
efficiency. According to one April 2024
estimate, it also costs “at least 120%”
more than conventional jet fuel for
reducing emissions by at least 27%.
Apart from SAFs, both experts and
lawmakers have discussed hydrogen and

electrification as possible alternatives to
kerosene, which is used in aviation for its

high energy density. Hydrogen packs
three-times more energy in the same
mass but handling it is a nightmare.
Engineers will need to redesign, remodel,
and restructure aircraft bodies as well as
the fuel storage, transportation, and
fuelling facilities at airports to use
hydrogen-based fuels in aviation.
Likewise, electrification is currently a
poor solution due to issues of battery
weight, flight stability, and its
dependency on other economies for its
raw materials, industry experts have said.

“In India, the alcohol-to-jet pathway
seems most likely in the medium term,
given that we already have a good ethanol
production supply chain,” Natarajan said.
“However, this should be carefully
planned to avoid negative land-use
change and groundwater implications. A
demand for SAF should not incentivise
increased cultivation of sugarcane or
maize. Instead, only surplus sugar should
be used.”

However, Natarajan added, the work of
her and her peers at CSTEP suggests there
is hope. “If by the year 2050, only surplus
sugar is converted to ethanol and ethanol
1s fully used to make aviation fuel, instead
of blending with petrol as we do
currently, then we can meet almost
15-20% of the aviation fuel demand of
2050,” she said.

(Monika Mondal is a freelance science
and environment journalist.
a.monikamondal@gmail.com)
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Private jets are five to 14
times more polluting than
commercial flights and 50
times more than trains.
Nature reports emissions
increased by 46% because of
private aviation

v

India is among the top 20
countries in terms of private
aircraft ownership. India
though a developing country
has the third highest number
of billionaires and a rapidly
growing millionaire population
b

Hydrogen and electrification
are being discussed as
alternatives to kerosene.
Hydrogen packs three times
more energy but handling is a
nightmare. Electrification is
beset by issues like weight,
flight stability, and raw
materials



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHI 19 DECEMBER 2024

SERIES OF BOMB HOAX THREATS DISRUPTED FLIGHT SERVICES IN OCTOBER

Govt makes fake bomb threats to flights

punishable offence, fine up to X1 crore

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELH| DECEMBER 18

IN THE wake of scores of ke
bomb threatsto Mights of Indian
dirines in October, which had
led o significant disruption in
the country’s civil aviationo per-
dtions, the government has
madecommunicating such false
threatsa punishable offenceun-
derthe Aircraft (Secunty) Rules,
The ame nded rules were noti-
fied by the Ministry of Civil
Aviaton(MoCA) on Monday and
took immedate effect

This is the first major change
in the country’s cvil mnationreg-
dlations in the bid o curb the
menace of bomb hoaxes 1o air-
cralt MoCA is also pushing for
legidlative amendments to pro-
vide for strict punishiment for
such fake threats. 5o far, in the
absence of legal provisionsdea -
ing specifically with bomb
threats to aircraft, such hoax
bomb threats have been dealt
with in accordance with the
country’s criminal laves.

As per the amendment to the
Aircraft (Security ) Rules, bomb

hoaxes would beclassified in the
highest level of sevenity—Level
G—under the rules, Level Gof-
fences can attract a financial
penalty ranging Fom U1 Lakh for
individuals) to ¥1 crore{ for an
organisation with over 300em-
ployees).

According tothe gazette no-
tification detailing the amend-
ment to the Aircraft { Security)
Rules, a new rule with the otle
*Prohibition to communicate
false information” has been
added.

This new rule states: “No per-
son shall communicate false in-
formationsoastola) jeopardize
the safety and security af an air
craft. aemdrome or ovil aviation
faclity or both; (b)cause panic
AmMong passengers, crew and
ground personned orthe general
public: or{c)disrupt the avil avi-
ation operation”

Additionally, another ke has
been inserted which authorises
the Director General of the
Bureauof Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS] to issue written direc-
tions o “refuse admission to amy
personor group ol persons in the
aircraft” or “reg e any person

or group of persons (o leave the
aircralt”, This new rule may be
seen.as afad litating provisionto
ban those behind such threats
from Mying.

S0 far, the provisions to ban
people rom fhying were only or
unruly passengers, including
anyone making a bomb threat
while on board. It &d not cover
thaose sending bomb threats
from outside through calls, so-
cial media, or emails.

Indian airdines were hit by a
spateal bomb hoaxes inOctober.
The threats, maostly posted by
danomy mous and umnvenfied so-
cial media handles, sent the air-
lines, airports, and security agen-
ciesintoatizzy, and forced afew
Might diversions and stAct post-
landing security checks and
screeningsin anumberafcases

Apart from causing distress
and inconvenience to passen-
gers, suchbomb hoaees can lead
o severe pressure on the avia-
rion security apparatus and in-
frastructure, and lead to signifi-
cant revenue oss for ai dines,

On October 21, Civil Aviation
K Rammohan Naidu had an-
nounced that the government

plarmed to take legmslatve action
1o deal with [ake bomb threats
toaircraftand makethe punish-
ments  harsher to  deter
pranksters from posting such
threats,

Among the moves listed by
Maidu were changes to the
Adrcraft (Security) Rules and
amendments o the Suppression
of Unlawiul Acts against Safety
of Civil Aviation{SUASCA) Act,
1982, According to MoCA offi-
cials, SUASCA Act amend ments
drecumently at the nter-minis-
terial consultation stage.

The S5UASCA Act applies
muostly to acts ol violence or in-
tent o cause vicdence while the
atrcraft 5 operating. Naidu had
said inOctober, MoCA wants the
law's ambit to be expanded in
ordertodeal with bomb threats
even when an aircraft is on
ground and not operating a
flig ht, and make it a cognizable
offence under the Act

Apartfrom a jail term, the of -
fenceis likely to also attract a
hefty fine, Naidu had said,
adding that the details would be
subject to the inter-ministerial
discussions,
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Mumbai-Delhi route ranked world’s
8th busiest domestic flight route in 2024

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI DECEMBER 18

INDIA'S BUSIEST fight route—
Mumbai-Delhi—has  been
ranked a the cighthbusies do-
mestic route globally inthe 2024
rankings released by interna-
tional aviation and travel data
and anakytics firm OAG, Within
the Asia Pacilic region, the
M um bai-Dethi route was ranked
as the sivth busiest. International
routes from India, however, did
not make it to OAGs list of
busiest international flight
mutes.

The Munbai-Delhi rou be -
proved its ranking by one spot
vis-d-vis last year's standings,
and is the only domestic route
from India in the top 10 domes-
tic moiites wy seat capacity glob-
ally, However,in 2019, before the
COVID-19 pandemic brought
global aviation toagninding halt,
the route was ranked even
higher at thee sixth spat.

According to OAG data, the
seat capacity deployed by air-
lines on the Mumbai-Delhiroute
in 2024 rase 9 per cent over last
year to 796 million seats
However, the seal capacity on
the route in 20024 was still 3 per
cent lower than in 2019 While

all magor Indi an carmersoperate
Mlights betweenlndias financial
capital and the national capital,
Airindia and IndiGo account for
4 bulk of the seat capacityon the
trunk route.

Itis worth noting that the
MMumbsai-Delhi trunk route has
been at near saturanon levels for
a while now, which partly ex-
plains why the seat capacity on
thie route is still a tad lower than
in 2019, even as India’s domes-

TOP 10 BUSIEST DOMESTICROUTES OF 2024
2024 | ROUTE 2023 | SEATS
RANK | RANK | IN 2024
1 |jej.| International -SeoulGimpo| 1 | MEmn
2 | Sappom New Chitose 2 1.93 mn
|- TokyoHaneda
3 |Fukuoka-Tokyo Haneda 3 |[1L¥Mmn
L] Hanoi - Ho Chi Minh ity 4 1063 mn
5 |Melhmm—$ydm3r 5 |922mn
6 | Jeddah - Riyadh & |[&7mn
7 |TokyoHaneda-OkinawaNaha | 7 |803mn
& | Mumbai - Delhi 9 (79 mn
9 | Beijing -Shanghai Honggiao 6 |(Z71mn
10 | Guangehou Baiyun 11 | 701 mn
- Shanghai Hon ggiao
Souce OAG

(i market has expanded consid-
erably with a wider network
which has been expanding be-
yond the major aties. The coun-
try's domestic passenger traffic
hasexceeded the pre-pandemic
levels, and is setting new reconds
withevery passing travel season
since the pandemic ehbed.
India is the world's third-
largest domestic aviation mar-
ket, and also among the fastest-
growing major  aviation

markets g lobally,

The eju International-Seoul
Gimpo route in South Korea,
with aseal capacity of 1418 mil-
lionin 2024, maintainad i posi-
tion as the busiest domestic
Might route in Asia Pacific aswell
as globally. Infact, the top five
domestic routes globally in 2024
were the same as last year,

The Asia Pacific region dom-
inated the list of the 10 busiest
domestic Mlight routes in the
wior ld for 2024, Thelist inc ludes
three routes from Japan, two
from China, and one each from
India, South Korea, Vietnam,
Australia, and Saudi Arabia.

No route from India in
top international routes

The Asia Pacific region also
dommated the list of the top 10
busiest international routes, al-
though none of those roues were
toor from India.

The tithe of the busiest interma-
tional Might roue in 2024 went o
Hong Kong-Taipei, which was
ranked at the third spat in 2023,
per OAG's rankings, Kuala
Lumpur-5Singapore, which was
ranked the busest intemanonal
route last year, slipped to the
fourth spot inthe 2024 ra nkings.

FULL REPORT ON
wwwindianexpresscom
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Bomb threats: Govt
amends aircraft
security rules

lepdbark@ivemints om
HEW DELHI

ainsl Thes hachdrogyal
e peceml st ol Tesis
bomb calls fargetin

airlines, the govensmen he
armestuched U allreradt securty
ritles wherelw' perpelrilors
can e penaliies sl coield
evers be lsirred From flving,

The civil aviation ministry
has amended the Alrerafl
(Securilyv) Ruiles, 20023, Two
new rubes—294 and 304—
lave been introduced.

Abrlines received G66 hoax
boimly thieats i Ocidser,
il Uit okl numiber ol suich
Lheats sl oad a SRE this year
I Nimvmmler, as prerodliial
dara.

Wlisder thee ammenidis] rules,
the director genend (DG of
Laie Baprec ol Civil Aviation
Sevurity (BCAR) mow b pow-
et i = refusiee aclmdssion 1o sy
person or grougrol persarsin
thrairerall ™ Als, the Discan
liresct awy aesrsecn o g gy of
et Lo leave U sircmll”
s b 1o i poliGeation,

I case thee Do s satislied
that il is necessary or exgpsedi
enil in Uhe Bileresl of securily,
then the directions can be
Dssadestdl i weritiog umider Hale
HA e notificat bod said

Ragde 304 pertains Lo pro-
hilsiting communications of
Lalse inlformation (sl can
oo the salety and seci-
rly ol an ainr rustlroine
wrcivilandation ety oc btk

Thee prohibdtion & abso for

Sirlines received G664 hoax
bomb threats in Cctober. R

sprezding [alse mlormalion
that Sk panic amimg
passengers, crew and grousned
remsarurie] dor Chee e puel-
tic; or_disrugt the civil inda-
tivmn operation,” the motilie-
Lo ehatesd Descember Bsaicl

Wil he new' rule:, the pser-
petratorscan o penal s ol
upito 1l lakh

MithinSarin, rorging par -
nier al Sarin & Co., o baw firm
specialiving in U aviation
spmncn, s Ui s ] rudes
willact as adeterment o Lhoses
sprezling false informalion
that could adversely impact
airerall security and create
paanbc among people.

“There is no specilic men-
tin ol peiieing ssch people on
a mis-My st in U amended
mitles. However, Uhe new mile
204 that gives power to the
BUAS DG o mefusee boanding ol
an inchividual in an airerall
cuviale] b Eride e tedd s Deding
ian emabiler lopenmil the BCAS
o crsabe s own no-lly Lise,”
Sarin nofed,
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Tehri to host Acro World
Championship & Aero Show

OUR CORRESPONDENT

DEHRADUN: The Uttara-
khand Tourissr Development
Board (UTDB) is organis-
ing the Acro World Champi-
onship and Aero Show 2024
from December 19 o 23 in
Tehri with the aim of develop-
ing the Tehri Lake area as a hub
of Acro Paragliding.
Participants from 10 coun-
Lries, imiud.'i.ng India, Tu.rk-l:j.',
the US, Czech Republic, Spain,
Russia, Switzerland, France,
Itan, Hungary, and Albania
will grace the festival with thetr
presence in which 30 Foreign
Aero Pilots, 102 Indian SIV
E'llub'., 25 Tandem Pilots and
tive BASE Jumpers have regis-
tered to participate in the show,
being organized with the sup-
port of M/s Paragliding Man-
tra, Pune {Maharashtra) and
the district administration.
Tourism Secretary and CEQ

of UTDB Sachin Kurve on
Wednesday said: “The Tehri
Acro Festival nol only prom-
ises an exhilarating experi-
ence for participants but alse
serves as a platform to show-
case paragliding to the inter-
national community, firmly
placing Tehri on the global
paragliding map”

He further stated that dur-
ing the event, the National
SIV Championship will also
be organised for Indian pilots.
T make the show more f[lrac-
tive and to increase public

To increase public
participation, free
tandem paragliding
rides will be
organised for the
visitors and locals
during the event

participation in it, Iree tan-
dem paragliding rides will be
organised for the vistors and
local people during the event,
for which interested persons
will have Lo register themselves
free of cost at the venue. For
the entertainment of the visi-
tors coming o see the event,
demonstrations of paragliding
aero show and base jumpin

will also be organised. A tot

prize money of s 14.50 lakh
will be given to the winners of
the Acro Championship and
national-level STV competition,
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Government says it generally refrains from
regulating airline fares but remains vigilant

NEW DELHI: The government
on Monday said it generally
refrains from regulating air-
fares to maintain market com-
petitiveness but remains vigilant
and intervenes to shift capac-
ity from one sector to another
to prevent exorbitant pricing.

Amid concerns in certain
quarters that air ticket prices
are on the rise and there is a
need to make them more afford-
able, Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol told
the Rajya Sabha that airfares
have moderated in 2024, rela-
tive to 2023,

“With the enhancement of
capacity by induction of more
aircraft fleet, modernisation of

airports and development of
new airports, domestic pas-
senger traffic has increased to
153,674,310 in 2023-24 as com-
pared to 136,028,656 in the year
2022-23,

“Even in the current finan-
cial year 2024-25, as of Octo-
ber, domestic passenger traffic
has reached 93,002,510, sur-
passing the corresponding fig-
ure of 87,995,187 for the fiscal

year 2023-24, thereby reflect-
ing an impressive growth rate
of 5.7 per cent,” Mohol said in
a written reply.

Responding to queries from
CPI-M member from Kerala
John Brittas, the minister also
said that given the complex
dynamics of the Indian avia-
tion industry, the government is
playing the role of a facilitator by
way of creating enabling envi-
ronment to support the growth
of the sector.

“Airfares are not subject to
regulation by the government
and airlines have the flexibil-
ity to determine their airfares
based on their operational
needs, while adhering to Rule

135 of the Aircraft Rules, 1937,

“While the government
generally refrains from reg-
ulating airfares to maintain
market competitiveness, how-
ever, it remains vigilant, and
the government intervenes to
shift capacity from one sector
to another to prevent exorbi-
tant pricing to ensure passen-
ger comfort and welfare,” the
minister said.

According to him, airlines
have been sensitised to ensure
reasonability while fixing the
airfares and to keep passen-
gers' interests in mind, and
notably, during festival sea-
sons, a decrease in airfares was
observed in various sectors. i
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2nd in a week: DGCA
issues notice to Akasa

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) Monday issued a
show cause notice to Alkasa for
alleged lapses in its oper-
ations manual and for the air-
line’s director (flight oper-
ations) *failing to ensure com-
pliance of civil aviation re-
quirements (CAR or DGCA
rules.” This notice comes
withinaweek of the regulator
issuing a show cause to Akasa
after finding certain mainte-
nance lapse during a spot
checkof oneof itsaircraftand
asection of theairline’s pilots
requesting Union aviation
minister Rammohan Naidu to
conduct an independent in-
vestigation into Akasa's man-
agement practices, training
method and safety standards.

Sources say the latest no-

tice 1s for: “...revision cycle of
operations manual exceeding
six months cycle as accepted
in approved (manual)’ and
non-compliance of CARs. On
its part, the airline said in a
statement: “Over the last few
months, the DGCA has con:
ducted a number of routine
andits on Akasa Air flight op-
erations department. On one
of these audits, DGCA raised
certain findings for which
they have issued a notice for
clarification. As always, we
are working closely with the
DGCA toclarify this issue and
enhance our protocols as re-
quired by the regulator. Safety
is of utmost importance, and
we continuously strive to pur-
sue the highest standards of
safety”

However, a section of Aka-
sa pilots points (o “issues™ in
the airline's management
practices and training.
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Aviation ministry
acts on hoax threats

Individuals To Be Fined Up To Z1L, Face Charges

Gotty Images

Tinmes News Nerwors

New Delhi: Individuals issu-
ing hoax threats to flights and
other aviation facilities will
now be fined up to Rs 1 lakh,
apart from facing criminal
charges.

Following a spate of hoax
bomb messapges aivlines re-
cedved this vear, the aviation
ministry has notified new
rules tocurb this menace,

Under the new rules, govt
has also granted Bureau of
Civil  Aviation  Security
{BCAS) the authority to deny
boarding or remove flyers
from aireraft “in the interest
of security™,

About 1,000 flights e
celved hoax threats this vear,
which cost airlines dearly and
caused extreme inconve-
nience to passengers.

The notification, issued
on Dec 9, provides for the two
actions by amending the Air-
craft (Security) Rules, and is
in effect now According to

About 1,000 flights received hoax
threats this year

rule 294, which pertains to
“reserved right of admission
in aireraft”, the BCAS diree-
tor general “may; if he is satis-
fied that it is necessary or ex
pedient todo so in the interest
of security, issue such direc-
tions in writing to refuse ad
mission to any person or
group of persons in the air-
craft or require any person or
persons to leave the aircraft™,

The newly inserted rule
30A savs: “Prohibition to
communicate false informa-
tion. No person shall commu-
nicate false information so as
to(a) jeopardise safety and se-

Under the new
rules, govt has also
granted BCAS the
authority to deny
boarding or remove
flyers from aircraft
‘in the interest of

security’

curity of an aircraft, aero-
drome or civil aviation facili-
ty or both; (b) cause panic
among passengers, crew and
ground personnel or the gen-
eral public; or disrupt civil
aviation operation,”

Noted aviation lawyer Ni-
tin Sarin savs the puni-
shment for violating rule 30A
(1ssuing hoax threats) falls in
the highest (sixth) level of
contravention and penalties
that provides for a fine of Rs1
lakh for an individual; Rs 50
lakh for a small organisation;
Rs 75 lakh for a medium orga-
nisation and Rs 1 crore for a
large organisation.
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