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e What exactly
happened at
IGI Airport?

AIRCRAFT IN DELHI'S airspace
began showing incorrect GPS
(global positioning system) data,
with navigation displays indicating
false positions and terrain.
Spoofed signals made it seem as if
the aeroplanes were elsewhere,
some as far as 60 nautical miles
off their true location. At the

same time, the critical Instrument
Landing System (ILS)was partially
out of service due to ongoing
upgrades, increasing dependence
on GPS-based navigation. This

led to confusion among pilots and
ATC, affecting over 800 flights.
Many flights were diverted to
nearby airports and several were
even cancelled. Investigations

by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and security
agencies are still underway to
determine the origins of the
spoofing signals and whetherit
was adeliberate cyberattack or
accidental interference. The DGCA is
also compiling a nationwide
database of suchanomalies to
identify emerging patterns and
strengthen preventive measures.

e What is GPS spoofing?

GPS SPOOFING INVOLVES sending
counterfeit satellite signals that
mimic legitimate GPS transmissions,
deceiving receivers into trusting
falselocationand timing data.
Unlike jamming, which simply blocks
signals, spoofing actively alters the

navigation information aircraft depend
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FLIGHT
SAFETY

Why GPS spoofing poses a big
risk for the aviation industry

Earlier thismonth, Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport
experienced large-scale distruption as multiple aircraft received
false GPS signals, leading the Air Tratfic Control torely on manual
systems.In an era of burgeoning cyber threats, securing satellite-
based navigation is imperative, explains Rishi Raj

on. By feeding fake coordinates,a
spoofing attack can cause anaircraft’s
autopilot, flight director,and
navigation systems to malfunction or
relay incorrect data to pilots. The
consequences canrange from

mild disorientation toserioussafety
risks, especially during critical

phaseslike approach and landing.

In short, GPS spoofing is a sophisticated
threat that manipulates satellite
signals to feed false location data to
aircraft, as seen at the IGI Airport. It
disrupts navigation,complicatesair
traffic control,and posesserious risks
to flight safety.

Wed, 19 November 2025
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78567484

e Impact onAir
Traffic Control
systems

AIRTRAFFIC CONTROL primarily
depends on ground-based radar and
navigation aids independent of GPS.
However,spoofing creates amismatch
between radar tracking and aireraft-
reported GPS positions. This
discrepancy forcesATCtomanage
traffic manually, increasing radio
communication and controller
workloadwhile reducingairspace
capacity. These fall-back mechanisms,
while reliable, are less efficient than
satellite-based navigation, causing
delays and operational strain on
controllers and pilots alike.

e Lessons from the
IGlIincident

THEIGI AIRPORT episode exposes both
the vulnerabilities and the resilience of
modernaviationinfrastructure.It
underlines the urgent need to reduce
over-dependence on GPSby
accelerating upgrades to ground-based
systems and developing new anti-
spoofing technologies. Enhanced pilot
training,improved threat intelligence,
and faster incident response protocols
arealsocritical. Moreover, this event
highlights the strategic dimension of
GP5spoofing as a potential tool of cyber
warfare, necessitating cross-sector
collaboration between security agencies
and civilaviation. The 1Glincident acts
asa clearwaming that securing
satellite-based navigationis no longer
optional but necessary to safeguard
aviation safety,operational continuity,
and national security inan era of
burgeoning cyberthreats.

e Concerns of the
aviationindustry

MODERNAIRCRAFTRELY heavilyon
satellite navigation systems for precise
position, navigation, and timing,
especiallywithadvancements like
Required Navigation Performance
(RNP)and Performance-Based
Navigation (PEN).However, the
unencrypted and low-power nature of
GPS signals leaves them vulnerable to
interference and manipulation. Reports
of spoofingincidents have surged
globally,with over 430,000 cases of
satellite navigation jamming and
spoofing reported inthe last one year.

® Responseof the
global aviation
community

THE GLOBALAVIATION community s
responding by enhancing navigation
redundancy, improving detection and
reporting,and bolstering cyber-security
collaboration. Aviationsafety regulators
emphasise alayered approach to
navigation security. Aircraft and airports
maintain a suite of navigation aids,
including radar, ILS,VOR, and Distance
Measuring Equipment (DME), to
provide alternativeswhen GPS signals
are unreliable. Authorities suchas the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA),
European Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA),and DGCA mandate reporting of
GPS anomalies,with India recently
enforcing a 10-minute incident
reporting rule for spoofing Technical
efforts to introduce GPS signal
authentication and resilient navigation
technologies are underway but have not

yet beenbroadly deployed due to
complexityand cost.
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State seeks fast-track airport expansion

HD Bureau
CHENNAI
—

Minister for Industries T. R B
Rajaa has highlighted the
pressing need for the rapid
development of airport fa-
cilities o keep pace with the
growing demand for air tr-
avel, especially in light of ri-
sing passenger traffic and the
emergence of new industrial
hubsacross the state.
According 1 Rajaa, Tamil
Nadus industrial landscape
has undergone a transf
ormation in recent vears,
marked by the proliferation
of industrial clusters and a
surge in economic activity,
This has led to increased
demand for efficient and
accessible air connectivity.
Despite  several airports

Despite several airports being near
completion, the lack of timely
operational clearance has created
bottlenecks

being near completion, such
as those in Vellore, Neyveli,
Salem, and Thanjavur, the
lack of timely operational
clearance has created bot
tlenecks that could unde-
rmine the state’s economic

potential.

Over the past four vears,
Tamil Nadu has witnessed
rapid industrial growth, with
sectors such as manufa-
cturing, information tech-
nology, and healthcare dri-

ving job creation and eco-
nomic diversification. As in-
dustries set up shop in both
established and emerging
industrial zones, the need for
enhanced air transport links
hasnever beenmore urgent.
Vellore, for instance, has
seen significant growth as an
industrial hub, with both
domestic and international
companies establishing op-
erations in the region. The
Vellore airport, though ne-
arly ready for operation, has
faced delays in receiving the
necessaryclearances.
Similarly, airports in Ne-
yvelli and Salem, which are
expected to serve growing
industrial clusters, are also
waiting for government ap-
proval to commence oper-
ations. Thanjavur, historically

known for its cultural sig-
nificance, has become a new
focal point for industrial de-
velopment, further inten-
sifying the need for reliable
air connectivity.

The delays in airport cle-
arance are a cause for con-
cern, as they could hamper
the states efforts to attract
foreign investments and en-
hance its position in the gl-
obal market. Rajas emp-
hasized the importance of
streamnlining the clearance
process to ensure that these
airports are operational as
soon as possible. He pointed
out that with passenger tra-
ffic steadily increasing, es-
pecially in non-metmo cities,
there is a risk that the de-
mand for air travel will out-
strip capacity.
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UK Export Finance issues Eol
for Dubai airport expansion

The UK Export Finance (UKEF) has ssied a §3.5
hillion Exprossion of Interest (Eol) letter to
support participation of UK. businesses in the
£33 billion expansion of Al Maktoum
International — Dubai World Central (DWC),
Currently the second airport of Dubai, DAWC is
being developed as a mega hub to deliver an
airport designed for the next 50 years of aviation
growth, and will accommadate up to 150 million
passengers annually.
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NMIA to begin commercial

operations from Dec. 25

Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) has
announced that it will begin commercial
operations on December 25. In the first month, it
will operate for 12 hours between 08:00 hrs

and 20:00 hrs, handling 23 scheduled daily
departures. During this period, the airport will
manage up to 10 flight movements per hour.
During the initial launch period IndiGo, Air India
Express, and Akasa Air, will provide connectivity
from Navi Mumbai to 16 domestic destinations.
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GMR eyes 12,150 cr
NCD to pare debt at
Hyderabad airport

ﬂ:ﬂm
abshishes ke es@livermnioom
NEW DELHI

MB Adrporis Lid (GAL
G plans to refinance {or
eigm currenacy Joarns of
Hyderabad airport by issuing
rupee-denominated non-con
vertible debentures (NCDs)
worih ap to T2, 150 crare s i
continues o reduce bormowing
cosis, 3 fop executive said.
“I'he pext refinandcing we an:
bocleengrat s for Hyderabsad air-
port 2026 foreign curmency

bonds where the board has
given approval for issoing
rupee-denominated NCDs™
Sourabh Chawla, executive
director (inance & stratepy) at
GAL, said in an earnings call
fast week

Switching to mpee-denomi
nated NCDs frovm foreizn car
rengy bonds eliminsies the risk
ol increasing debt service costs
iff the mupee depreciates and
stabilizes future payments.
Suchmefinancing abe leadstoa
lower interest burden and bet
ter torms, espe-

The firm had cut borrovwng
costs via refinancing in QL s

“The non-comvertible bonds
were raised in two tranches of
18 months and 36 months
musturity at an effective cost of
10C225% to 100425%, This
restlied ina swing of 3060 basis
points,” Chowla said. “GMR
Alrports_ tsed the proceedsio
repury existing debt of 15,000
cromealomg witha redempticn
premium of T85 crore,”

According to Elara Capsital,
GAL cul average bormowing
coeds by 305 bps ind extended
munturities by ssuir the NCHs

“These sieps,

cially if domestic Switching to combined with
bigueielity is stremnge. rupee NCDs strrenger avro and

GMR  Adrport removes the O 4ET0 l.'.'l.'i!.'l
b yeet o pesspanal risk of higher flemsiand moneti
M T debtservice TRl

GMHE Airports, tﬂﬂilfﬂ;e are expected to
the world's sec rupee weakens moderate lever
ond-largest pri S — age and improve

it seclor airport

operator by passenger traffic,
had browghi dosn borrowing
costs througeh reflinancng in

return on capital
emploved in FY'26-25," Elam
Capital analysts Ankita Shah,
Hem Raval and Het Patel wrote

thesscond quarter, the benefits | ina note dited 4 November.
of which are expected in the Dielhi Internation:] Alrport
Craming quarters. L (DALY also mrmsesd 11000

The comipamny raped £5,5900
crore vin pon-converlible
bronscls an v tranches. Thie first

crome through 15-vear NChDsat
B.73%, replacing carlier debd
carryinga 5% coupon (3 1223

trancheof 1L 500 more carmies | asis point advantage].
a coupon rate of 5% with a GAL additionally tapped
redemplion premiom of | U3 000 crore inworking cipi

5225% und the secomd trnche
of T4 400 crore carries a oou

proan ke o 5% with a redempr

tion premiom of 5.425%, the
coampseny presentation sid.

tal boans o nin newlyacouired
ditv-free operations af Delhi
and Hyderabad mirports.

For un extended version af
theix story, geto lnvemint com
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Navi Mumbai Int’l Airport
to start ops from Dec 25

MUMBAT: Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Atrport (NMIA) will
start commercial flight opera-
tions from December 25 and
initially, there will be 23 sched-
uled daily departures. In the fiest
month, the airport will operate
for 12 hours between 8 am and
& pm, handling 23 scheduled
dail artures.

Eﬁiﬁjg this perind, the air-
port will manage up 1o 10 fight
movements per hour, a release
said on Monday.

The airport has been devel-
aped by Navi Mumbai Interna-
ticmal Airport Pyt Lid (NMIAL),
an SPV jointly owned by Adani
Group and the City and Indus-
trial Development Corporation
of Maharashtra Lid (CIDCO).

WMIA, the second main air-
port in the Mumbai Metropal-
itan Region, was inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi on October 8. In the ini-

tial phase, NMIA will handle
around 120 air traffic move-
ments daily.

From February 2026, it will
transition (o round-the-clock
operations, ::xpa.nd:.ng 1o 34
daily departures.

“The inaugural flight 1o
arrive at NMIA will be IndiGo
6E460 from Bengaluru, sched-
uled to touchdown at 8:00 am.
Shortly afier, IndiGo GE882
will depart for Hyderabad
at B:40 am, marking the first
outhound service from the
new alrport.

"El?;ing the initial launch
p::':'iud, passengers will ben-
efit from services operated by
IndiGo, Air India Express, and
Akasa Adr, connecting Mumbai
to 16 major domestic destina-
tions,” the release said.

The first phase ol WMLA has
been built at a cost of Rs 19,650
CTOrE. MFOST
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Over 60 chartered flights likely to
land at Ayodhya airport on Nov 25

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
® Ayodhya

Nearly 60 chartered planes
will land in Ayodhya on
November 25 when the flag
hoisting ceremony will be
held at Ram Mandir, which
will be attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
other VVIPs, officials said on
Monday.

More than 100 additional
CISF personnel will be
deployed at the Ayodhya
airport for heightened secu-
rity, airport director
Dhirendra Singh said.

“Considering the VVIPs
arriving in their chartered
planes, land management
has been done for about 60
chartered planes. But the
parking of the planes will be
done at nearby airports,”
Singh said.

Alongside a special lounge
for PM Modi, six VIP lounges
are being prepared for other
dignitaries including the gov-
ernor and the chief minister,
the officials said.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will review
arrangements for the event
on Tuesday, they said.

Sri Ram |anmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust has
requested invitees to
reach Ayodhya on
November 24, officials of
the Trust said.

The Trust has acquired
1,600 rooms in different
hotels along with tent cities
to accommodate the invi-
tees, they said.

Temple Trust general sec-
retary Champat Rai said that
all guests have been asked to
arrive on November 24 and
entry for the event will be
allowed between 7:30 am
and 9:00 am on November

25,

Fifty beds in the Ayodhya
medical college have been
reserved and around two
dozen doctors, supported by
a large team of paramedical
staff, will be on duty, Ayodhya
DM Nikhil Tikaram Funde
said.

Ayodhya MLA Ved Prakash
Gupta said that preparations
for the event would be dis-
cussed with Trust officials
and public representatives at
a meeting in the Ram
Janmabhoomi complex in
presence of the chief minis-
ter on Tuesday.



AIRF’UH ISAUTHO FHT‘I‘ (_?F lNL‘H.&.

Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAE EKESART e 19 NOVEMEER 2025

Fraen, faswfa |z (d=na
Fat): q@qﬁrmq@f‘éﬁ
fiie g & IToTIE o 319 TR
ferardta R o 19,77 02 F9
#t wmm A g #9 ae
T derae § o i
e s it & fe s
Hfawrd Fered ¥
HEHHS 9 SEEgE
HErae w7 wel fFoTm
Hete w1 arret = o oo
T e fem =mom, e
yyerd JEme st firen
fan FEwmadt feaw 9z
weteRie HaTd I[F w1 =ni
A ww R o wEn
#ingm faw & faw Wi

#1 wer R H ww v e
ferrfar st 1 e it T
e @, &= s &
s wIT A STaTer s atare
T AT T8 T A
2 1 Z = R 2 snE
FETeRE i o AT
e fo sy mER i faa
F1 T FH T TAGA F
= H farfag &0 & o
g &



AHQPLﬁiFSiujikl leYiJFiNLHﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAE UJALA DELHI 15 NOVEMEER 2025

Eretrdre F gfEm w e
20 TG FL T AT

78 feoeitl fawes Fams G fEaes
miesera () 9 e w20 W
T W OFEA A R UE IEA 3EAY
FAEAEE § HAE YR W (UHAEE)
st sy F3F wiEw (smuwd) F
Frt=rE ¥ FeeEe A Haa #1

THEE, - e A R, W e W
FARAES H WM & W% OF & 798 Al 9T &
= &1 =, sl gt aam &
SEEE IR ST | I T g
F4 % {60 Fa €, WERT 9 g #+9 #6
sfemh %1 s e gz ufuer 3 Sead
AT, T A w1 e fefe, of e W
3= mfafafiet o s T T R e



Hrearg fAaaas wiee

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LLNE DELHI 18 NOVEMBER 2025

Spicejet to rejig liabilities,
expand fleet with fresh leases

POSITIVE OUTLOOK. The airline expects growth in traffic in the coming months

|
Our Bureau
Mumbas

Spicefet gims to strengthen
its balance-sheet with re-
structuring of liabilides in
the half of FY25, the
girline said in its latest in-
VEStOr presentation.
momentum of the past few
months with settlement of
dues, improvement in credit

rating and signing of fresh eyt A
gircraft leases that will
double its operating fleet in
the winter schedule. Apart
from bringing revenoe
growth, higher capaity and
better aircraft urilisation ex-
pected to materially improve
unit costs and lift overall

L Y
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FLEET REWIVAL. Last week Spicelet Chairman Ajay Singh said that investments in fleet revival will
start yielding results from the third quarter onwards

widened 42 per cent to T35 The agirline’s operating  vestments in flect revival will

fleet too remained fiat on a

profitability, the airline said.
SIGNIFICANT LIABILITY
“Liability restructuring re-
MmIins an Oongoing process
and significant hability is ex-
pected to be restroctured in
Q3 and 4, therchy
strengthening  the balance
sheet," itadded.

The airdine's net loss

crore in (2FY26 on a year-
on-year basis due to adverse
forex impact. Revenue from
operations fell 14 per cent

i the same period
Costs related to aircraft
i rupee depreci-
closure impacted the com-
pany results in  second

quarter, it =aid.

year-on-year basis with 19
active aircraft in September
quarter. As such its domestic
market share dipped to 1.9
per cent in September from
3.2 per cent in January. The
girline is expecting growth in
traffic in the coming months.

Last week SpiceTet Chair-
man Ajay Singh said that in-

start yiclding results from
the third gquarter onwards.
“With nircraft additions
already underway and our
network expanding rapidly,
Spicelet is now on a clear tra-
ectory towards stronger
cial OrTAnce in
the second half of the year,”
hesawd.



HITx

| B4 |

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE

DELHI

19 NOVEMEBER 2025

MoCA proposes X30,000-crore
push to scale up UDAN scheme

MNEW FLIGHT PATH. Plan earmarks more funds for new airports and higher VGF

—
Rohit Vaid
Piwr Dl

The outlay for the modified
UDAN (Lide Desh Ko Amoe

Ni . alr con-
i ' . il
proposed at T30 M0 crore, in-
dustey SOFCES odd
huestnessline.

The p al, mooted by
Ministry of Civil Aviation, ks
intended 1o contdnue the
scheme nd April 2027
through Ef:rmnggd UDAN
framarwork.

On Monday, the Expendiz-
ure Flna.m.*:: E:ﬂJL?::lm'e
{EFC) of the Ministry of Fin-
ance met to review the pro-
posal, the sources added, nog-
ing that the Committee ks
expected m take “3 call on kv
soon”, The final poliey drafi
would then go to the Unbon
Cabiner for approval

0f the proposed outlay of
B0000 crore, the sources
cired thar 18,000 croee s in-
tended for new alrport devel-

ment, and the
:?mxlcmfm \m
funding (VGF).

The scheme incentivises
the creation of new
as well as rﬁ'urblﬂ\mm

s tinalions ik i s

expansion of exiating feilic-
bes. Besides, sirlines are tobe
supported to connect under-
served regions by offering
them VGF and a hiost of con-
cessions provided by sirport
operators, the Central, and
State fovernments.

REVISED SCHEME
Sowrces added thar the re-
vised scheme or the expanded
framework ks o ad-
dresa earlier challenges and
AlTFMCT more TTic
atbon while mﬂmpmmde.r;aur !I-
CR48 [0 FEMOTE AFeds.

The original version of
UDAN was bunched in Octo-
ber 2016 with an Inidal ten-
ure of 10 years under the Na-
tiomal Civil Aviathon Policy.
The first UDAN schems was
provided with a support of
over EE 000 crore. However,

SKYLIME SHIFT. The new wersion aims to caonmect 120 additional

the scheme still faces chal-
lenges with &4 of the 915
valid routes having been of
erarionalised qu:ler ﬂi
scheme. These routes have
connected 92 unserved and
underserved alrports, inclad-
ing 15 heliports and 2 water
aerodromes across the coun-
ry. A number of these air-
ports remsined unzerved.

The Centre has accord-
ingly devised rhe next rranche
of the scheme. The proposal
for the modified scheme was
anmounced In the Union
Budger 3025-26,

The new version aims 0
connect 130 additional des-
tnations ond enable the
rravel of four crore
gersoverthe next decads.

In addition, the schems
will helipads and
smaller in hilly areas

ad well as asplrational and
Borth-Eastern districrs.
Earlior thia vear, Chvil Avi-
aion Minkster Ram Mohan
Mabdu told busiressine thar
the modified UDAN scheme
l5 a “major move on the
afﬂm(ﬂmmpva amnP;n:E
uied boost o the civil aviation
sector in the coumtry."
Additionally, he had sald
thar the extension proposal,
ag put foreard by the Min-
lszry of Chvil Aviation, was
based on an assessmment of the
need for contnued su
to operationalise and m
maore airpors, Waler aero-
dromes, and helipads.

INVESTMENTS

Oifickal from last
msonth Elfwmved that the
Centre hes disbursed more
than $£4300 crore as VGF
ulong with an investment of
4,638 erove in alrport devel-
opment under regiomal air
connectviry scheme.

Under the scheme, 649
routes have been operational-
ised connecting 93 unserved
and underserved atrports, in-
cluding 15 heliposts and 2 wa-
ter aerodromes, fcilitanng

over 156 crore Fﬂgﬂu
theough 3 23 lakh fighrs.
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Domestic aviation industry’s loss

may nearly double this fiscal: ICRA

Pruss Trust of India
Murmbad

Domestic  aviation in-
dustry’s net losses are
projected 1to  nearly
double to $9,500-10,500
crore in the current fiscal
ending March next vear,
mainly impacted by mod-
erating passenger growth
and higher costs due to
aircraft deliveries, a re-
port said on Tuesday.
While maintaining a
stable outlook and pro-
jecting 4-6 per cent do-
mestic passenger traffic
growth in FY26, rating
agency ICRA said the air-
line industry’s financial
performance is expected

toremain under pressure,
“The deterioration is
linked to moderating pas-
senger growth, coupled
with higher deliveries of
aircraft, which increase
capital and operational
expenses. ICRA forecasts
the industry’s interest
COVerage ratio o range
between 1.5 and 1.7 times
for FY26,™ it said.

LOSSES LOWER

The agency also said the
expected losses are signi-
ficantly lower than
T21,600 crore  and
17,900 crore reported in
FY22 and FY23, respect-
ively. The report said
growth prospects for the
current fiscal year are ex-

pected o remain moder-
ate due to cross-horder
tensions, global disrup-
tions, travel hesitaney
post the June 2025 air-
craft tragedy and recent
disruptions related to air
traffic control operations.

In October, domestic
air passenger traffic is es-
timated to have reached
1.43 crore, a year-on-year
growth ::-t'4 5] per cent and
a sequential increase of
129 per cent from
September.  “This  mo-
mentum in travel demand
was supported by an ex-
pansion in capacity, with
domestic departures
reaching abour 99,816
during October,” the re-
port said.
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IndiaOne Air to buy up to 10
Twin Otter 300-G aircraft

ﬂur Bureau
Murnbal

Regional carrier IndiaOne
Air has signed a lerter of in-
tent with aircraft manufac-
turer De Havilland Canada to
acquire up to 10 Twin Otter
Series 300-G aircraft. The
announcement was made on
Tuesday at the Dubai air
show.

IndiaOne Air operates
four Cessna Grand Caravan
aircraft and links tier-IT and

Il cities in the eastern India
under the Udan scheme for
regional connectivity.

The Twin Otter 300-G is
the latest variant, offering

improved operational effi-
ciency, advanced avionics,
enhanced passenger com-
fort, and the ability to take
off and land from short

rumways.

ALIGN WITH MISSION
“Its performance, reliability
andversatilityalign perfectly
with our mission of connect-
ing the unconnected and
bringing air travel accessibil-
ity to every corner of India,”
said Prem Kumar Garg, CEQ,
IndiaOne Air.
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India to get its first ‘giga-scale’
electric air taxi hubin Andhra

Sky Factory will put the country on the ‘map of next-generation aviation’

SHINE JACOE
Cheninai, 18 Kowember

Andhira Pradesh will partmes
with ECarmiaca ks -hased Sarks Avi-
ationtoserup Lndia's firss “glga-
scale” cluster 10 mansaetire
electric alr taxis ln Ansntapiir
districr for an vestment of
1,300 crore, it was anmounced
o Tuesday.

The "Sky Factory™ will be
ome of the world's larmess for
glectrlc vertical take-off and

Sky is the limit

The "Sley Factary’ marks

Orore investment

Factory will herve the capacicy o
anmually maonufacnire up o
Loooaleeraft, including flagship
platforms such as the Shumya
hybrid VTOL 2nd & mngs of
indigenously produced electr-
cal hamess sysiems, landing-
pear ssseriidbes and advanced
ComgeEite SETLCTLIres,

“with theworkdsbiggest Skoy
Factory, we want to make Indis
the nerve centre for the mex
eraofilight. Thisglea facilmywill

33

shape the alrcraft of the fumure,

h i one of the most ambitious commitment AP
E‘;ﬁéﬁ;ﬁﬂm‘; mm:f::[.; eV TOL initiatives in the |5 expected in the first leg ﬁaﬂ:ﬁuﬁ!.”: I::;J&m-s&.lﬁ
miake electric alreraft that can vl ok Hhe pogerct a plobal force in sustalnable
take off, hover, and land vertd-  Sarla and APRDCL signed "—fl-o specialised jobs and aerial mobility. Our goal s
calty. It will put India an the 3 Mol to setup a Fully 140 indirect jobs to be lmiples let India design, bulld,
"map of nexi-generation svl-  integrated eVTOL cluster genarated by the year 2027 test, fly and opemie the world's

atlon® and marks one af the
mast ambltious &V TOL Inirlas-
Ives: in the warld, sald a sage
OONEEUTIENL SLatamenl.

Sarla and the Andhrs Pra-
dessh Adrport Development Coe-
poeation Lid{ APADCLsigneda
memarandum of understand-
Ing {MaolT) archeCH Pasmership
Sumumic 2025 in Visakhapat-
ram, agreeing to setup a fully
Inregrated eVTOL cluster. The
agreement was signed o week
after Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minieter N Chandrababu Naldu

todd the summix that the seate
experts 1o manufaonre drons
taxis within owo years.

The first phase of Sky
Factory will see an invesiment
commirment of T330 crore and
the development of a
150-acte manufacmning amd
tesming campus o Thimma-
samduram village, Kalyans
durg  Manddal,  Anangapar
Equipped with the latest pro-
duction lnes, research and

development Cenires, Compos-
lie Inhes and & dedicsted 2 kim
rurway, Sky Factorywill createa
“seamiess” valse chain for
buallcding, testing, certifying and
maintaining eVTOL alreraft
The project will generate “high-
value employment”, incheding
Jospecialisedjobs and 4o di-
rect jubs by 2007, with plans o
expand o an sdditonal 350
ncres inthe second phase.
Once fully operathonal, Sky

meat advanced eVTOL systems
from one integrated campas,”
saiil Rakesh Gannkar, cofounder
and chief technology officer of
Sarla Aviarion.

Andhra Pradesh’s govern-
ment, through APADCL, will
serve osa strategic facillrator o
fast-track project iImplementa-
fon and ensure ecosysiem
readiness. “This collsborarion
represenis a major stride in te
stae's missionio becomeIndia’s
capdtal af advamced mamfac-
muring,”* sald thestatamerm.
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Al WILL RESUME
DELHI-SHANGHAI
FLIGHTS IN FEB.

DC
NEW DELHI, NOV. 17

Air India on Monday anmo-
unced resumption of its direct
flights between Delhi and
Shanghai from February 1,
2026, marking the resumption
of the airline’s direct services
to mainland China after nearly
six wyears. The airline also
plans to introduce non-stop
services between Mumbai and
Shanghai next year subject to
regulatory approvals.

The reinstatement of servic-
es to Shanghai follows recent
India-China diplomatic agree-
ments. The now Tata Group-
owned airline had stopped
services to Shanghai in the
wake of the coronavirus pan-
demic in early 2020 and
remained suspended in view
of the eastern Ladakh border
row At that time, Air India
was owned by the government.

Ajr India will operate four
times a week between Delhi
and Shanghai using its twin-
aisle Boeing 787-8 aircraft, fea-
turing 18 flat beds in Business
Class and 238 spacious seats in
Economy Class
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Domestic air
passenger
traffic likely
grew 4.5%
in Oct: Icra

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, November 18

DOMESTIC AIR PASSENGER
traffic was estimated at 14.28
million in October 2025, mark-
ing a 4.5% year-on-year (y-0-y)
increase over 13.6 million in
October 2024,and a12.9% rise
month-on-month from Sep-
tember 2025, according to Icra.
The data reflect steadydemand
recoveryandaresilient aviation
market despite headwinds
including operational disrup-
tions and globaltrade concerns.

Domestic capacity deploy-
ment rose 1.7% y-o-y and
10.8% sequentially during the
month, supported by the return
of grounded aircraft and
improvedfleet utilisation.

The average passenger load
factor (PLF) stood at 84.7%,
higher than 82.4% in October
2024, signalling sustained
demand momentum.

Forthe first seven monthsof
FY26, domestic air passenger
traffic was 94.45 million,
reflecting a y-o-y growth of
1.6%. In the same period in
FY25, the domesticair passen-
ger traffic was around 1,653.8
lakh,a YoY growth of 7.6%. This
wasinlinewithICRA's estimates
of 7-10% y-o-y growth for
FY25,it said.

Icra expects the industryto
maintain a Stable outlook in
FY26, with domestic traffic
growth projected at 4 -6% and
international traffic growth at
13-15%. Whiletraveldemand
remains healthy, the agency
notes that cross-border ten-
sions, Air Traffic Control (ATC)
disruptions, and a temporary
slowdown in business travel
sentiment could tempergrowth
inthe nearterm.

INANCIAL EXPRES

READTO LE
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CMIA seeks
roads, air links

FPJ News Network

CHHATRAPATI S4MEBHANMNAGAR

A delegation of the Chamber
of Marathwada Agriculture
and  Industries  (CMIA),
including president Utsav
Machhar and honorary secre-
try Mihir Ssundalgelar, met

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday and dis-
cussed wvarious  problems

faced by industries. The del-
egation demanded better
roads, network service, air
connectvity o domestic des-
tirations, industrial facilities
and essential amenities.

The condition of roads in
the industrial areas and on
the Bidkin—Chitegaon stretch
is very poor and requires
immediate repairs. A demand
was made to undertake the
work withoutdelay. The Aurle
(Bidkin and Shendra) area fre-
guently faces mobile network
problems, and the delegation
said towers must be erected
Immediately

Other demands included
repairing the Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar-Pune
Highway, providing air con-
nectivity from the city to
more domestic destinations

Marathwada
industry bod
urges CM to fix
roads, improve
connectivity and
support key
projects

and starting an air cargo ser-
vice. CMIA also sought 10
acresof land for establishing a
skill development centre and
another 10 aeres for attracting
IT projects with plueg-and-
play faciliies. A demand was
also made to expedite works
on the high joining Aurice-
Bidkin-Shendra and retain
the tariff classification of the
hotel and hospitality sector.

Fadnavis reacted positively
to the demands and assured
completion of road works in
Chitegaon-Bidkin, Wadgaon
Kolhati, Sajapur and Karodi
He also assured immediate
action on other points dis-
cussed for the district’s indus-
trial development. OBC
Welfare Minister Atul Save,
Rajya Sabha MP Bhagwat
Karad and others were pres-
ent
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Air India to
resume
flights to China

Air India on Monday said it
will resume New Delhi-
China flights starting
February 2026, nearly six
years after suspension, as
recent diplomatic steps
Bre seen as cautiously
reopening bilateral links.
The carrier is also plan-
ning to launch a Mumbai-
Shanghai route later next
year subject to regulatory
approvals. The reinstate-
ment of Air India's services
to Shanghai follows recent
India-China diplomatic
agreements that restored

the air links paused in
early 2020,
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Saudi to get a new budget carrier

Jagriti Chandra
DURAI

The aviation world's eves
are trained on Saudi Arabia
which has made air travel
and tourism the key pillars
of its ecomomic transfor-
mation under Vision 2030,
and on Tuesday its aviation
regulator announced plans
for vet another airline.
Saudi Arabia's aviation
safety watchdog General
Authority of Chil Aviation's
executive  vice-president
Ali Rajab said it would
bring out a tender for a
budget carrier based in

The Kingdom plans to connect
with 250 destinations.

Medina “in a few months”,

He was addressing a
conference at Dubai Air-
show 2025, The Kingdom
has already launched a

new flagship carrier in Ri-
vadh Alr, which com-
menced its first flight with
daily service between Ri-
vadh and London last
month. In July, GACA an-
nounced Alr Arabia will
launch a low cost airline
based in Dammam with a
fleet of 45 planes to be rea-
dy by 2030,

‘Unmatched’ change

“I'he transformation tak-
ing place in Saudi Arabia’s
aviation sector 15 un-
matched,” said Rajab as he
enumerated plans to con-
nect the Kingdom with 250

destinations, triple  the
number of passengers and
establish it as a cargo and
logistic hub.

To achieve these goals
Saudi Arabia will enable
more than $100 billion pi-
hlic and private invest-
ments, Various airlines of
Saudi Arabia have more
tham 300 aircraft on order.
The plans reflected “the
impressive growth of low
OS] CAarTeT ﬂ"b’l‘l‘lt'l‘l'l‘ {1
meet Saudi market  de-
maand,” said Rajab,

{The journalist is in Du-
bai on the invitation of flv-
dituail
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‘Not convinced’: HC on
DGCA contempt action

Shautl Kakkar

ol hpr el o5 BATEReE | £ BT

NEW DULME: The Delhi high
cvsptt o Toesakoy sabid that (1 was
ot prirmi kuche conmvineed to i
Vinbe |.|1r|1u-=r:|rt o 1(\1“11\
sgaina the Directorte Gl
of Ciwil Mvintlon (DGCA) For
granting excnyplion o orrain
airline operplors from imple
meniting the new Flight Duity
Fierse 1L brwsltzat bises (FIYTL ) scormes
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given 1o she oot in Fobraary
el April

In Febouary, the DGEA had
kil e HC that thee mew FDT)
s wisald b rolled out in
Py hiases. OF the 11 projoned

clasgs, 15 were shwdubed 1o
take effecy from July 1 The
remaining clawses were o b
Iirqu wrictebid Proigs Mo mibes |

FIF's bvwyer anpeed that the
[MECA was granising o oo
i severad abrline ojEratlinge
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rgrhcineirbed fromm Noweinaber |

Iy g |1J-|l!p1 the relawiiion
DGCA™S lawyer Anjans Gonaln
sl the exomiptions were iem
(L ELE TR bimdsed 1o six months
until March and subject 1o
rewiew . She salided et the regul
Loy wwms. ermpsmacted e gorani
ich (uifrsakings

Lonudering the conbrmition
the court remarbod that the
DGCA's actions of granting
carriptaim oo forrn e b
il i separaie o Balbenge. Bl ol
necessarily contempe. Aocord
gy, the court thus fixel
Degeimiver 15 ms the newd dade of
Tyt i Pt
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SC seeks reply from Centre, others
on plea over airfare fluctuations

NEW DELHIE: The Supreme
Court on Monday soaght
eSS from the Centre and
others ona plea uth'n.u 3
regulatory guidelines (o con
the " ictabbe fuchuations™
in airbare aind ancillary diarges
irmpased by privale aitlines in
India.

The apex court agreed Lo
hear the peftition itled by social
activist 5 Laxminarayanan,
who has sought 1o establish a
robust, independent regulator
that emsures transparency and
passenger protection across the
civil aviation sechor.

A bench af Justices Vikram
Math and EL'mdu:P Mehta issued
notices 1o the Centre, the Direc-
tarate General of Cvil Aviation
{DGCA) and the Airports Eco-
Tmic ngj.'lury Auharity of
India seeking their responses on
the and ed the matter
for ml.nﬁ ﬂm b,

Senior advocate Havindra
Srivastava and advocates Charu
Mathur and Abhinay Verma
il.Fpﬂﬂ.l'ElJ. for the petitioner in
the matter

The plea climed that all pra-
vale alglines kave, withoit any
credibbe ju.!li]il:al:'u:m.. redisosd
the free check-in baggage allow-
ance for economy class pas-
sexjgers from 25 kg to 15 kg,
"lhurubf converting what was
earlier part of the ticketed ser-
vice inlo 2 new revenue streanm’,

1t saidd the “new Pul.ir_':.- af
permilting only a sin ece
for mhﬂn and dwt:;&r:bu
of amy rebate, éo atiom or
benefit 1o m:::rnjwhudu
mad avail 1 ves af check-

A bench of lustices
Vikram Math and
Sondeep Mehto
issued nofices to the
Centre, the DGCA
and the Airports

Economic Regulatory
Authority of India

in baggage demonstrates the
arbitrary and discriminatory
maisine of the measure”

It daimed that currently,
e authority has the power to
review or cap airfares or ancil-
lary fees, allowing airlines to
explo consumers through hid-
dien charyes and ungredictable
pricing,

The plea said the "unregts-
lated, opague and exploitative
conduct of airlines manifest-
int[ i :l.l.'|:|llr.'|r:.I fare hilees, uni-
lateral reduction of services,
absence of on-ground griew-
ance redredsal, and uniusliﬁed
dynamic ricingy als,ur'ﬂhms
directly ia'l.lEinBr.'.u.an citizens’
fundamental rights 1o equality,
Ireedom of movement, and lids
with digniry”.

It said the absence of reg-
ulatory safeguards results in
arbitrary fare hiles, n'hlly
&lrl.rl.ﬁ]lz:liﬂhm we dis-

ruption, which di purtion-
ately harm o an Fast-mmibmusie
travellers,

The plea said the wealth-
{er lew can P]H.II amd bk inn
advance, while L'I.'IJI'I.IH'I'I.i.I:iIJIF
weaker citizens are forced 1o
buy tickets 2 the peak of surge

ricin
¥ _1E|{.i.\ inﬂiual.il'p in access
and epportunity strikes al the
heart of Article 14 and Article
207 it said.

While Article 14 of the Con-
stitution dezls with equality
before law, Article 21 pertaing
1o the profection of lieand per-
sonal liberty.

The plea said in a Consti-
tuitsomial Regublic governed by
the rule of law, the S1ate can-
nol rernain a maule spectalin o
this angoing viokusn of dghts.

“The State has a positive
uHiF.iun unaber Article 21 o
ensure thal essential services
likee air travel remain fair, a2ffoed-
ahle, Lransparent, and uninter-
rupled] il said

The plea said inaction by
the State in regulbsting farealpn-
rithmis, cancellation PDI.il.‘iEI.
service continuity, and griev-
ance mechanisms constitules a
dereliction af its constilulional
dhaty amd calls for urgent judi-
cial infervention.

It said there is no rule 1o
sop airlines from incress-
i.n;u_ Prh.'u based on demand,
and allowing them such free-
dom under esential services
is umjustiliable

It abser said the right o dig-
nity inchades acoess 1o essen-
tial services such as emergency
Lransport on fair and non-
exploifative terms.
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Domestic aviation sector’s loss likely to widen
10 %9,500-10,500 crore in current financial year

In October, domestic air traffic is estimated at 1.43 crore passengers,
up 4.5 per cent vear-on-vear and 12.9 per cent compared with September

MUMBAI: The domestic avi-
ation industry’s net losses are
expected to nearly double 1o
Rs 9,500 10,500 crore in FY 26,
driven by slowing passenger
growth and rising costs linked
to new aircraft deliveries, ac-
cording lo a report by lcra
released on Tuesday.

Despite maintaining a stable
outlook and projecting 4-6 per
cent domestic passenger tral-
fic growth for FY26 the sec-
tor's financtal performance will
remain under pressure.

lera estimates the industry's
net loss to widen to Rz 95-105
billion in FY26 from around Rs
55 hillion in FY 25, as moderat-
ing demand and higher capi-
tal and operational expenses
welgh on carrders. The indus-

try’s interest coverage ratio is

projected 1o remain between
1.5 and 1.7 times. Even with
these pressures, the projected
losges are far lower than the
steep losses of Bs 21,600 crore
and Rs 17,900 crore rl:pbrl.rd
in FY22 and FY23.

Domestic passenger tral-
fie grew 7.6 per cent in FY25,
reaching 16.53 crore trav-

ellers. However, g,n.lwﬂ'l this
year is expected to stay subdued
due to cross-border tensions,
global disruptions, post-lrag-
edy travel hesitancy following
the June 2025 aircraft crash, and
recent air traffic control-related
disruptions.

In October, domestic air
traffic is estimated at 1.43

Crore passengers, up 4.5 per
cent year-on-year and 12.9 per
cent compared with September.

This th was supported
by im:nﬂ:l c;pacilp}?-.with
domestic departures rising to
nearly %9816 — a 10,8 per cent
sequential rise & 1.7 per cent
rise year-on-year.

The sector continues to
face supply chain issues and
widespread afreralt ground-
ings due to engine failures. As
of March 31, 2025, around 133
airerafl across major airlines
were grounded, accounting for
15-17 per cent of the total feet.

These challenges have
pushed up costs through
grounding expenses, higher
bease rentals for substitute air-
craft, and reduced fuel effi-
clency. AGERCIES
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DGCA slaps
320 lakh fine
on IndiGo

NEW DELHI: Aviation regula-
tor DGCA has imposed a pen-
alty of Rs 20 lakh on IndiGo for
violation related to instrument
{light procedure at the Udai-
pur airport.

Informing the BSE about the
fine, IndiGe's parent InterGlobe
Aviation on Tuesday said there
is no material tmpact on finan-
cials, operations or other activi-
ties of the company.

The penalty pertains to
“implementation of Standard
Instrument Departure (SID)
Instrument Flight Procedure
(IFP) formulated by the Com-
pany for Udaipur Airport,
instead of being promulgated
by AALus mandated under Rule
133A of The Aircraft Rules,
1937, read along with DGCA
CAR 9/EN para nos 2.2 and
234" ft said in a filing. |
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Al to resume Delhi-Shanghai
flights from February 1, 2026

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Air India will
resume flights between Delhi
and Shanghai from February
1, 2026, marking the resump-
tion of the airline’s direct ser-
vices to mainland China after
nearly six years.

The now Tata Group-owned
airline had stopped services to
Shanghai in Llac— wake of the
coronavirus pandemic in early
2020, and at that time, the loss-
making carrier was owned by
the government.

While  making the
announcement on Monday
about the resumption of Delhi-
Shanghai (PVG) flights from
February 1 next year, Air India
also said it plans to introduce
non-stop services between
Mumbai and Shanghai in 2026,

o

subject to regulatory approvals.

Air India will operate flights
four times a week between Delhi
and Shanghai with its Boeing
787-8 aircraft that will have 18
business and 238 economy class
seats. Shanghai will be the 48th
international destination to be
served by Air India group, the
airline said in a release.

“The reinstatement of Air
India’s services to Shanghai fol-
lows recent India-China diplo-
matic agreements that restored
the air links paused in early
2020. Air India first launched
non-stop services Continued on P8

Delhi-Shanghai

to mainland China in October
2000, the release said.

Direct flights between India
and China resumed on October
26. The services were operational
between the two countries till early
2020 before being suspended due
to the coronavirus pandemic, and
remained suspended in view of the
castern Ladakh border row.

After the recent diplomatic ini-
tiatives, IndiGo resumed flights
between Kolkata and Guang-
zhou on October 26 and started

services from the national ¢

tal to Guangzhou on November
10. China Eastern Airlines, on
November 9, commenced direct
Delhi-Shanghai flights.




AIRFPOR ISALHHCIPFI"! LH- iNULﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MOENING STANDARD

DELHI

18 NOVEMEER 2025

Indian airlines expanding presence in China

ARSHAD KHAN & Mew Detlw

INDIAN airlines are aggnes
gively expanding their pres-
e#nce in the Chinese market al
ter both countries approved the
resumption of direct Mights fol-
lowing a six-vear hiatus.
[mcliGo led the revival with
the launch of direct seryices
between Holkata and
Guangzhou in Dotober, Now,
Adr Indina is 32t (o restart non-
stop Nights bedween Delhi and
Shonghal from February 1,
2028, marking its return to
mainland China after neardy
s1x years. Subject to the mgul

——

site regulatory approvals, Alr
Tredin intends fo {nEroduce nonr
stop fights betwesn Mumbai
mnd Shanghal in 2086, From the
Chinese side, local earrier Chi
na Eaztern has started operat-
Ing Oights connecting India
andl mainland China

Adr India will operate Mights
four times o week between Del-
hi and Shanghaol using 1ts twin
aisle Boeing THT-H aircrafl, fea
turing 18 flat beds in Business
Class and 238 seats In Economy
(lass. The relnstatementof Alr
India’s services to Shanghai
Tallows recent Indin-China dip
lomatic agreements that re
stored air links paused inearly
2y Adr Indin Nrst lnanched
mn-atop services o mamnland
Ching in Octobéer 200,

Camphell Wilson, CEO& ML
Alr India said, “Resumption of
Delhi-Shanghai services 1s
more tham a roufe launch. 1t is

a bridge et ween two greal, an
chent civilisations and modern
eeanamle powerhouses. At Alr
Indis, we are happy to recon-
mect oneof the world's most vi-
tnl plr corridors, enabling tray-
ellers {0 pursue opportunities
in business, trade, healtheare,
educition and culivre with the
comfort and warm ndian hos-
pltality that define Alr Tndia”

Shanghal will be the Tata
Group airline’s 48th interna-
tonal destination. Dotn shows
before the pandemie. there
were 539 scheduled direct
fMights per month between In-
diaand Chinn
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SC seeks replies from
Centre, others on plea
to check airfares

FIDHEER HEWS SERYICE
W Bew Del

The Supreme Coure [SC) an
Monday sought responses
from the Centre and others
on a plea seeking binding
regulatory guldelines 1o
control the “unprediciable
Aucruations™ in airtare and
ancillzry charges imposed
by private airtines in India,
The Supreme Court agreed
1 hear the petition fled
by social actvist S
Laxmdnarayanan, wha has
soigghit (o e stablish & robst,
independent regulator that
EMSures [ansparency amnd
PESLenEEr proteceion aCnss
the civil aviation sector.

A bench of justces Vikram
Math and Sandeep Mehia
Esued notlces 1o the Centra,
the Directarate General of
Civil Awiatlon and
the Alrports Economic
Regulatory Authority af
Inadia seeking thelr respons-
£5 on the plea and posted
thie maner [or heanng after
Iour wesks. Senior advo-
cale Ravindra Srlvastava
and advocates Charu
Marhur and Abhinay Werma
appeared for the petitioner
in thee matter.

The plea claimed that all
private airlines have,
without any credible jusiif-
cation, reduced rhe free
chieck-in baggage allwance
for sconomy class passedn-
gers from 25 kp mo 15 kg,
“thereby comverting what
was earlier part of the tck-
ered service into a new
reVELE SIedm”. I said the
“new policy of permirting
only a singhe piece for check-
in and the absence of any
rebate, compensation of
benefit (0 passengers who
do ot avall themselves of
check-n bapgage demon-
strates the arbitrary and
discriminatory natere of the
measure”, The petitn said
that currenitly, no authority
has the pOwer i revisw o
cap airfares of ancillary kees,
allowing airlines to

explail consumers through
hiiden charges and ungie-
dictable pricing

The pleasaid the "unreg-
ulated, opagque and
exploltative conduct of air-
lines manifesting in aril-
trary fare hikes, uniareral
reduction of services,
absence of or-ground griev-
ance redressal and unjusti-
fed dynamic pricing algo-
rithms directly infringes
wpon citizens' fundamental
righis to egqualiny, reedom
of movement and life
with digmity™.

It sasd the absence of reg-
iflatony saleguards resuls in
arbitrary fare hikes, espe-
cially during lestivals or
weather disruptions, which
disproportionately harm
poar and las-mints rav-
allers The plea said thie
wiealthber few can plan and
book in atvance, whiks eco-
nomically weaker Citizens
are forced to buy rickets &
the peak of surge pricing
“This Inequality In access
and oppormunity sirikes at
the heart of Article 14 and
Article x1,” it said

While Article 1£ of the
Constitution deals with
equality belore law, Article
21 pertains 1o the protecthon
of life and personal liberty.

It said the Sm@ie must

ensure fare regulation and
implement price-capping
mechanisms o protect this
consthrutional Fuarantes,
while claiming that ticke
prices for air travel can
oviehbe of even riple within
hours due o opague,
atgorithm-driven dynamic
pricing mechanisms
adopbed by the airlines
The plea cited reports
about fare surge during the
Maha Kumbh pilgrimage or
in the aftermath of & Crisis
such as thie Pahalgam smor
Incldemn and sought a direc-
tion to rthe concerned
authorities to  lorth
with anforce the proviséons
of the Bharatlya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam, 2024, the
Afreraft Rules, 1937 and
thee civil @viation regisre-
ments to ensure fakr,
transparent and non-
exploitative domestic
passenger services.
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Domestic aviation industry’s loss may widen
to ¥9,500-310,500cr this fiscal: Report

PIOMEER MEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Domestic aviation indusiry’s
net losses are projected to
nearty doihle o 19,500 ©
7 10,500 Crore in the current
liscal ending March mest year,
mainly impacted by moder-
ating passenger growth and
higher costs duse to alrcralt
defiveries, a report sakd on
Tuesday. While maintining
a stable outhsok and pro-
jECting 4-6 per cent domestic
passenger traffic grawth in
PG, rating agency lora sald
the airline industry's nancial
performance ks expected 1o
rEmain under pressure,

“The Indian aviation secior
is projecred to report & whier
net boss of T95-10%5 billion in
FY2026, compared to an est-
mated loss of 355 billion in
FY2025. The deterioration is
linked o moderating pas-
senger growth, coupled with
higher deliveries of aircralt,
which increase capiral and
operational expenses.

bra forecas(s the industry's
intefest coverage ratlo to
range between 1.5 and 1.7

imes hor FY2026, it sald in
the report. The agency also
said the expected bosses are
significantly lower than
21,600 crore and T17.900
Crone reponted 0 FY2od: and
FY2023. respectively.

In the last financial year,
the passenger ralfic growth
wias .6 per cent, ranslating
1o fofal passenger vokemes
of 16.53 crore. However, the
report sald, growth prospects
for the current fiscal year
are expecied Lo remain mod-
erare due [0 Cross-border
tensiong, ghubal disreptions,
trave] hesitancy post the |unes

2025 aircralt ragedy and
recent disruptions related 1o
air raffic contnol operions.

in October, domestic air
passenger waffic is estimared
to have reached 1.43 crore, a
year-on-year growth of 4.5
per cent and a sequential
Increase of 1.5 per cent from
September.

"This mamentum in iravel
demand was suppated by an
expanskon in capacity, with
domestic departures reach-
ing approximately 99,816
during OCtober, represent-
Ing a sequential Increase of
108 per cent and a L.¥ per

CEnt rise year-on-year,” the
reporn sald.

Supply chain bottlenscks
and engine falure-related
aircraft groundings also con-
imiie to hit the industry.

“As ol March 31, 2025,
around 133 aircraft across
select airfines were ground-
ed, representing 15-17 per
cent of the tal industry
fleet These operatbhonal set-
backs have led 1o increased
costs, including groundbng-
related expenses, higher
laase renitals for replacerment
aircran and reduced fuel affi-
clemcy,” the report said.
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Al China
flights

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi: Air India on Mon-
day announced the resump-
tion of its non-stop flights
between Delhi and Shanghai
from February 1 next yvear,
marking the airline’s return to
mainland China after nearly
shi vears,

The Tata Group-owned air-
Iine also announced its plan to
introduce non-stop services
between Mumbal and Shang-
hai in 2026, subject to regulato-
Y approvals.

The reinstatement of Air
India’s services to Shanghai
follows recent India-China
diplomatic agreements that
restored air links paused in
early 2020.

In end-October, IndiGo re-
started flight services between
Caleutra and Guanezhon.
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s TIMES BUSINESS
apan, which has seen tourist numbers
surge to new highs after the pandemic

slumpr last weak faced calls from lawmak- THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2025

ers to triple the departure tax from the Avierage Lax collected per departing airfine passenger in welect of countres in 2024
current 280 yen (around SL8). Like Japan,
many countries include the departure tax

in the ticket price, leaving most passengers
unaware they are paying it.

w ) 2 5203 510.4 16 518
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Airline taxes
can account
for up to 40%
of a ticket
fare, depend-
ing on route
and class

SariiFrE | IATA, SUEEtE
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46 flights at NMIA from Dec 25; 24/7 ops from Feb

IndiGo, Al Express And Akasa Air Will Connect New Airport To 16 Domestic Destinations Initially

Times News NETwoRK

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport (NMIA) will open
to passengers on Dec 25 with 23 daily
airline departures, or 46 aircraft mo-
vements including arrival flights,
said authorities on Monday. IndiGo
will operate both inaugural servi-
ces, with flight 6E460 from Bengalu-
ru touching down at the new airport
at Bam, followed by flight 6EB882,
scheduled to depart for Hyderabad
at8.40am.

IndiGo, Air India Express, and
Akasa Air will connect NMIA to 16

domestic destinations; Delhi, Chen-
nai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Cochin,
Colmbatore, Goa (Dabolim and Mo-
pa), Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow,
Nagpur, Kolkata, Mangaluru, Jam-
mu, Vadodara and Aurangabad.

In its launch phase, the airport
will operate for 12 hours daily, from
8am to 8pm. handling up to 10 air-
craft movements an hour, which isa
capacity to handle 120 flights a day
While airlines will operate 46 flights
aday, itremainstobeseen how many
charterflights will operate outof the
new airport. Mumbai's airport ope-
rates 24/7 and handles 960 to 1,000

flights a day, including both airline
and charter flights.

FromFeb1, NMIA willshift toro-
und-the-clock operations with 34
scheduled departures a day Cur-
rently, preparations are underway
for operational readiness. The air-
port is conducting Operational Rea-
diness and Airport Transfer (ORAT)
trials with airlines, security agenci-
es and other partners. The Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
was inducted on Oct 29, with deploy-
ment across key operational areas.
NMIAL, the project’s special purpo-
se vehicle, is a publie-private part-

nership in which Adani Airporis
Holdings Limited, through Mumbai
International Airport Ltd, holds a
74% stake, while Cidcoowns 26%.
Spread across 1,160 hectares,
NMIA will have a runway and a ter-
minal buildinginphasel. Terminall
has a passenger handling capacity
of 20 million passengers per annum.
In comparison, Mumbai airport
handles about 55 million passengers
per annum with its two terminals
and single operational runway
NMIA isdesigned for afinal capacity
of 90 million passengers a year, sup-
ported by two parallel runways, mo-

dern terminals and dedicated cargo
facilities. The NMIA terminal buil-
ding design, inspired by the lotus flo-
wet, is by the firm of the late Iragi-
British architect Zaha Hadid.

As for air traffic control, in the
initial years, NMIA will operate
with only tower controllers, mana-
ging ground movements and air-
craft up to 2,000 ft after takeoff. Be-
yvond that, pilots will switch to Mum-
bai airport's approach controller,
which will also guide inbound
flights until about 3,900ft, before
handing them back to Navi Mumba-
i'stower
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SCseeksCentre’s
reply on petitionto
curbairfare surge

Traun E NEws SERVICE

NEW DREL T, NOVEMEEI 17

The Suprems Court on Mon-
day nsked the Centre, Direc-
torate Ceneral of Civil Aviae
tion{ DGECA) and the Alrparts
Economme Regulatory
Aiitharity of Indsa (AFRAT
e spond b a petition seeking
binding pegulatory Buide
lins to contral the “unpre
dictable Muctustons™ in air-
fare and ancillary changes
imposed by penyiate airlines in
the eountry:

Issuing notices Lo the
mespondents, & Bench of Jus-
tice Vikmm Nath and Justice
Sandeep Mehtn asked them
1o file thedr replies to activist
& Laxminarayanan's pettion
that soupht o estabhsh &
robust, mdependent regula
tor that ensu res ansparency
and  passenger  protection
acroas the civil aviation sector
anid posted the matier for
hearing after four wesks
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