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3205 crore for Mamnoor

aimport expansion work

Money to be used for acquiring 253 acres of land for airport

PULI SHARATH
KUMAR | DC
WARANGAL, NOV. 17

The state government on
Sunday sanctioned 7205
crore for acquiring 253
acres of land for the
expansion of the
Mamnoor airport in
Warangal, as proposed
by officials of the
Alrports Authority of
lnmamﬁl} thrnugh GO

AM officials had previ-
ously sought 71,200 crore
and the allotment of an
additional 300 acres, sup-
plementing the existing
693 acres at the airport.
This  expansion is
intended to extend the
length of the runway
from 1.8 Km to 3.9 Km.

File phutn of Mamnoor aiport

The AAI informed the
state government of fts
readiness to develop the
airport to accommuodate
A-320 type aircraft with
instrument flight rules
(IFR) operations. The
AAl also committed to
bearing the costs associ-
ated with infrastructure

development, opera-
tions, and mainte-
nance.The sanctioned

253 acres will be used by
the AAI to construct and
expand the runway
build a terminal and Air
Traffic Control (ATC)
building, and install nav-
igational instruments.

Additionally, the AAI
has prepared a master
plan in accordance with
guidelines provided in a

letter from the state
roads and buildings
department.

Following a meeting
with Rajiv  Gandhi
Hyderabad
International Afrport

Limited on October 23
regarding the operation
of the Mamnoor airport,
the state government
issued a no-objection
certificate to the AAL
Subsequently, orders
were given to the
Warangal district collec-
tor to acquire the neces-
sary land for the air-
port’s development by
sanctioning the allocat-
ed T205 crore.
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Telangana to
acquire 280
acres for
Warangal
airport

PTI m HYDERABAD

he Telangana government

has I.!l:!.:S-uI:!FJ orders
sanctioning Rs 205 crore for
acquiring over 280 acres of
land for the development of
Mamnoor Airport al
Warangal, after GMR Group
which manages Hyderabad
Airporl issm:ﬁ Mo Objection
cerlificale for up-rmiinn of the
aerodrome. According to the
GO issued on Sunday, the
Airports Authorty of India
(AAL in July 2022, informed
the state povernment that it is
n:zul". Lo d:\:]up W.uangal
"|.|r]:|-r_1rl for A-320 type of
aircraft for IFR {instrument
light rules) operalions and is
ready Lo bear the
infrastructure cost,
upn:mlluna] and mi.untcnarlcr
of the proposed airport.
master plan has brtn
prepared for the operation of
A-320 type of aireraft for
which an additional land
measuring 253 acres s
required from the state of
Telangana, free of cost and
free from all encumbrances.

The AAT also wanted the state
rovernment  to expedite
ﬁundlng over of the requm:d
land to the airports body and
fo objection certificate from
Hyderabad International
Airport Ltd As per the
concession agreement
between GMR Group, which
manages  Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport, and the
Ministry of Civil Aviation no
new or existing airport shall
be permitted by the Gol to be
developed as, or improved or
upgraded into, a domestic or
international atrport within
an aerial distance of 150 km
of the Hyderabad Airport
before the 25th anniversary of
the opening date. Mam noor is
located about 175 km from
Hyderabad Airport by road.
Telangana Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
held at least half a dozen
meetings with GMR officials.
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Flight lands at Surat airport
after two failed attempts

Times News NETWORK

Surat: A Delhi-Surat Air In-
dia Express flight encounte-
red difficulties while lan-
ding at Surat airport on Sun-
day night. The flight IX2750,
which departed Delhi air-
port at 7.50 pm, landed at Su-
rat airport on the third at-
tempt after two failed at-
tempts toland.

The flight entered Surat
airspaceat 9.20pm. The initi-
al landing attempt from the
Vesu side of the runway re-
sulted in a touch-and-go situ-
ation, with the aircraft lif-
ting off immediately after to-
uchdown for undisclosed re-
asons.

Following this, the air-
craft made a second appro-
ach after receiving clearance

from Air Traffic Control to
land from the Dumas 04 run-
way side. This attempt was
also unsuccessful, with the
aireraft ascending to an alti-
tude of 500 feet during the fi-
nal approach and then ta-
kingoff again,

After spending roughly
30 minutes circling in Su-
rat's airspace and executing
multiple go-arounds, the air-

craft successflly landed at
9,52 pm.

Aviation experts suggest
varions factors could neces-
sitate aborted landings, in-
cluding runway obstruc-
tions, approach instability,
adverse wind conditions,
and other operational consi-
derations. Airport authoriti-
s were unavailable for com-
ment when contacted by TOL
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Airport security enhanced
with 2D barcode scanners

Venkadesan.5
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In order to pre-
vent visitors from entering
theairport with fake tickets
and to enhance the overail
safety of the city airport,
authorities have installed a
2D barcode scanner at the
international terminal for
CISF personnel to check the
validity of the ticket before
allowing passengers in.
While the domestic ter-
minals already have three
such barcode scanners — 1
and D3 gates in Terminal 1
and D16 at Terminal 4 —
another barcode scanner
was installed in the interna-
tional terminal as well, as
two airlines, Gulf Alr and
Al Jazeera Ajrways, agreed
to share passengers’ data
withairport authorities,
Mormally, CISF person
nelmanually check the tick-
et and ID proofs of flyers at
gates before allowing them
inside the terminal. Howe-

Domestic terminals already have such barcode
scanners — at D1 and D3 gates in Terminal 1 and
at D16 at Terminal 4 — another barcode scanner
was installed in the international terminal as well

ver, there were incidents of
people accompanying the
flver producing fake tickets
and entering the terminal
tosee off afriend or relative
till the verv end. Such peo-
pleareusually caught while
exiting, as CISF personnel
do not allow passengers to
exitwithout a valid reason.

The Bureau of Civil Av-
iation Security (BCAS)
identified a security lapse
in the procedure and madeo
the installation of the bar-
code system mandatory; sa-
icl an airport official. When
aticket is scanned in the sy-
stem, it matches the creden-
tials with the airlines’ pas-
senger data and validates
theticket. “It will reject fake
tickets, and the person can
be disallowed and handed

over to police,” added the of-
ficial.

The barcode system was
introduced for domestic Ny-
ers using Spicedet in Oct
23 and Indigo in Jan this
year, as thevagreed withthe
alrport authorities to share
the passengers’ data with
the airport's local server
“However, some internatio-
nal airlines are hesitant to
share passengers’ data with
the local server and want
the barcode system to fetch
data directly from the airli-
nes server: Wearefloatinga
tender for the same, and so-
on, all entry gates will have
barcode scanners,” said of-
ficials, Chennai airport is
said to be the first AAl-ma-
intained airport to imple-
ment the systom.
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Govt allocates
%205 cr for land
to revive, expand
Mamnoor airport

Roushan.All
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Taking a step
fo revive Mamnoor Airport
at Warangal, the govt on
Sunday issued orders allo-
cating Rs 205 crore to acqui-
re 280 acres sought by the
Alrports Authority of India
to expand the runway

In its orders, the state
govt also permitted the col-
lector to hand over additio-
nal land measuring 253
acres to AAI for expanding
the runway and for develop-
ment of the airport free of
cost and free from all en-
cumbrances. The govi has
proposed to take up the de-
velopment of six regional
airports in the state. Follo-
wing this, in May 2018, the
Al wasappointed asacon-
sultant for preparing the
Techno Economic Feasibi-
lity Reports (TEFRs) for the
sixairports.

b Continued on P5

AAI proposal on Mamnoor
airport accepted by T govt

RGIA Gave
NOC In Oct

B From P1

re submitted by the AAI

and indicated feasibility in
respect of Mamnoor subject
to certain clearances, In.July
2022, AAl chairman was in-
formed that AAI was ready to
develop Warangal airport for
A-320 type of aircraft for [FR
operations and was ready to
bear the infrastructure cost,
operational and maintenance
of theairport.

In this regard, a Master
Plan was prepared and the
state govt was also requested
to take up this proposal and
expedite the handing over of
therequired landand obtaina
No Objection Certificate from
Hyderabad International Adr-
port Limited.

In Oct 2024, Rajiv Gandhi

] n.June 2021, the TEFR=s we-

Rajiv Gandhi Hyderabad
International Airport Limi-
tedissueda No Objection
Certificate for the opera-
tion of Mamnoor Airportin
the concession agreement

Hyderabad International Air-
port Limited, Hyderabad, in
its board meeting (dated Oct
23, 2024), issued a No Objec-
tion Certificate for the opera-
tion of Mamnoor Alrport in
relaxation of Clause 5.2 in the
concession agresment,

Roads and buildings mini-
ster Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy said the govt accepted
the AATproposal.

Govt approves
Warangal 2041
master plan

Hyderabad: The govt on
Sunday released a series of
GOs, approving the Master
Plan-2041 for Kakativa (Wa-
rangal) Development Area
(KWIA), sanctioned T80 cro-
re for Warangal Inner Ring
Road project, and ¥32.5 crore
for administrative towers of
Greater Warangal Munici-
pal Corporation.

While approving the Plan
along with land use zoning
and development promotion
regulations for KWDA, mu-
nicipal administration prin-
cipal secretary Dana Kisho-
re, said it was subject to con-
dition that the building rules
should be as per GO Ms
No.168 (April 7, 2002) and its
amendments, and Telangana
Municipal Land Develop-
ment Rules, 2017,



Corporate Commumcatmns Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 19 NOVEMBER 2024

Z1trnairport

» FROM PAGE 1

capexplanfor .o . PR

Syrs:Jeet Adani

JEET ADANI, director of Adani Airport Holdings Limited (AAHL), which runs seven
major airports in the country and is building the Navi Mumbai airport, has
ambitious plans. Industrialist Gautam Adani's younger son joined the Group
(FO's office of Adani Enterprises (AEL) back in 2019 as part of the strategic
finance, capital markets, risk and governance policy team and was then asked
to lead the group's airport business in 2022. The engineering graduate from the
University of Pennsylvania is also in charge of the group's digital and defence
businesses. In an exclusive interview to Deepak Patel in Ahmedabad, Jeet, 27,
outlined his vision for the airports business that's expected to attract
investments of around 1 trillion over the next few years. Edited excerpts:

What is the impact of
consolidation among
airlines on airports?
There are both positivesand
negatives. The positive is that fora
large country like ours, we have
strong airlinesonshorthaul routes
as wellas long haul routes. Air
India, with the backingof the Tata
Group, will continue being avery
strong international airline and
thatis very important because until
now, we have beenlosing
international traffic to hubslike
Singapore, Doha, Dubaiand Abu
Dhabi. We finally have one airline
which cantakebackthatcapacity.
Both —AirIndiaand IndiGo—
are here for the longterm. Will two
airlines beable toservetheentire
marketevenasIndiaisgoingtothe
level that China is today? We will
definitely need more than two
major airline players. (Air Indiaand
IndiGohold more than 90 per cent
share inthe domestic passenger
marketright now). The positive for
theairport is that we would now
have alarge throughput of Indian
passengersusing Indian hubsto
travel tointernational destinations.
Itwill also have a positive impacton
non-aero revenueof airports. The
negative fromthe airport
perspective is that we could start
seeing aconcentration risk.
However, lam talking abouta
theoretical negative situation
because our group has verygood
relations with Air Indiaand IndiGo.

Canyouelaborateon
concentrationrisk fromthe
perspective of airports?
Idon'tthinkthereis, in reality, a
concentration risk. Iwould say that
the pros (ofairline consolidation)
are much higher thanthe cons. lam
more excited byitbecause finally,
wecansitacrossthetable with Air
India and talkabouta10-year plan.
Thatisimportant forusbecause
hypothetically speaking, if Air
India wants tomake Navi Mumbai

‘ WILLTWO AIRLINES
BE ABLE TO SERVE
THE ENTIRE MARKET
EVEN AS INDIA IS GOING
TO THE LEVEL THAT CHINA
ISTODAY? WE WILL
DEFINITELY NEED MORE
THAN TWO MAIJOR
AIRLINE PLAYERS"
JEET ADANI, AAHL director

airportits hub, we can start
planning foritnow ifithastobe
executed five yearsdown theline.

So, the duopoly (of IndiGo and
AirIndia) does not bother you?
No.

The Navi Mumbai airportis going
to start by March 2025. Have you
already signed up airlines for it?
Wehave gotsoft commitments.
Theairlinesare morethanwilling
and theyare pushing usand asking
us questionsabout the timeline of
the phase 2 construction, which
will begin once thephaselisdone
byMarch. Thereissomuch
demand. The excess capacity will
fillthe Navi Mumbai airport.

P “WE MAY BE IN A POSITION TO
LISTAAHLIN2TO3 YRS P3»

‘We may be in a position
to list AAHL in 2 to 3 years'

Have you thought of speedingup the
construction of phase 2 and phase 3 of the
Navi Mumbai airport?

We are doing that. Earlier, the plan was tostart
the construction of phase 2 from 2027 0r 2028,
butwe have decided to startphase 2 from next
yearitself...

Youplanto list AAHL but you want to address
certain trigger points. What are those?
Thetrigger pointsinclude commercialisation
and stabilisation of the Navi Mumbai airport in
the first phase, which we will see in the next
one year. Goingto the first phase of our city side
development around airports will alsobe an
important factor. Theleasing outof spacein
the city side developmentwill start in 2028-29.
So,evenif preleasingstarts, it will show that
ourbusiness modelworks. The third thing is
ournon-aerorevenue
growth. The non-aero
revenuesat our airports
has grown by almost
threetimessince when
we started our airport
JEET ADANI business. Itis notgoing
Director, Adani tocontinueat that level
Airport Holdings Ltd  becauseitisnow

maturing... Overthe
next two years, there are goingto be
continuous step jumps in non-aerogrowth and
itwill reacha point whereititselfis goingto
becomeasizeablerevenue generator. Once
these things happen, AAHL's Ebitda, whichis
about $300 million today, will goup to $1-1.5
billion. So, from an investor point of view, they
havethe confidence that what the AAHL is
doing makessense.

So, when you reach the target of $1-1.5 billion
Ebitda, will you be confident enough to list
AAHL?

Correct. So, notallthree of thetriggers need to
bedone before we gointo ademerger. Butat
least, one or two outof the three needstobe
donesothat we demonstrate asizeable part of
ourbusiness plan... Oncewe are at that level of
about $1billion Ebitda, we will be comfortable
tolist thisbusiness and demonstrate value
growth... Itwill be two to three years from now.

How will youboost the growth of non-aero
revenues?

Oneisincreasingthespace (for retail, etc).
Second isrecutting the entire brand and
products. We are going through a very rigorous

exercise now to get intoa consumer level
detailing. We don't have a cookie cutter
approach thatif KFCor Domino’siscomingto
us, we need to put themat each airportof ours
because each cityisdifferentinterms ofits
consumption pattern. So,we've gone
completely grounds-up. We are looking at
specificconsumer cohortsand theirspending
patternsinacity. How exactly are they
travelling-- whether it isin groups versus solo,
male versus female, work versusleisure,
because all of that changes the spending
pattern. And based on that, we'retyingup with
brandsand food to specifically target those
consumer cohorts. So, revenue growth, just
from thisexercise, is going to be about 1520 per
cent thisyear and 15-20 per cent next year.

Whatis theshare of aero vs non-aero revenues
in AAHLright now and what s the target that
you wantto achieve in the next four years?
Inthenext fiveyears, we want theshare ofaero
revenues to non-aero revenues tobe 40 per

centand 60 per cent. Rightnow, the share of
aerovsnon-aerois55vs45. We haveto gain
about 10-15per cent from the other side in the
next five years. In the long term, which means
in10-15years, we think the shareofaero
revenueswill be less than 10 per centbecause
oncethecitysidedevelopment takes place,
thatitselfwill provide about 40-50 per cent of
our total revenues. Our ultimate visionis to
make it free forairlines to operate atour
airports. Wedon'twant tochargeairlines. We
wantto earnour entire returnon the asset from
just the city side developmentand non-aero
sources. Wethen don'thave to fightwith
regulators (AERA, which decidestheaero
chargesforeach airport).

In aninvestor presentation, the Adani Group
had mentioned that it wants to startits own
ground handlingservices. Any update?
Inthelastthree years, and even when we were
goinginto the airport business, we realised
how complextheecosystem is. As an airport
operator, ifwe've concessioned (contracted)
outeverything, we have nocontrol on any of
theoperationsinthe airport. We justcreate the
building and then 10 differentcompanies
comeand work there. But what that meantwas
thatwe hadsuchlittle control over the
customer experience. Forinstance, ifabagis
cominglatetothe belt, then wewould just tell
passengersthatthe problem iswith the ground
handler. If security istaking time, then the
issueiswiththe security staff. Then, the
question came: whatexactlyistheairport
operator doing? So, with our entire strategy
regarding non aerorevenues, we need toown
everything from car parking, duty free,
lounges, food and beverages (F&B), retail
services, etc. Everythingwillbe owned by us.
We have the same strategy for the aeronautical
servicessuch as cargo, fuel farm, ground
handling, etc. We wantto own everysingle
thingbecause we wantto fully control the
customer experience. We want to make sure
thatatthe end of the day, both from adigital as
well as physical experience, it hastobe the
Adaniexperience for the customer.

When do you plan to starta ground handling
services company?

We willstartitin March alongwith the Navi
Mumbai airport.

You have about 657 acres of land around your
eight airports for city side development.

What’s the plan there?

Today, all eightairportsare in the centre of the
cities. We want to create full mixed use
developments there. The first four cityside
development projects have already begun
around terminalsin Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
LucknowandJaipur. The construction has
started in Mumbaiand Ahmedabad.
Everything will getramped upin the nextthree
tofour months. Heretoo, theideaistolookata
city'sneeds. Soin Ahmedabad, we saw abig
need for agood quality hotel and convention
centre. In Mumbai, we seea dearth of good
hotels. Sowe are building hotels there. Just like
Ahmedabad, there isa need for alarge format
convention centre in Mumbai too. Besides the
JioWorld Convention Centre (owned by
RelianceIndustries), there is noother
convention centre in Mumbai other than one
inBorivali. We are notdoing anything ultra
luxurious.

What’s AAHL’s capital expenditure plan for
the next five years?

Broadly, our internal investment plan for the
next five yearsisover Rs1 trillion. About
320,000 crore will be used to expand existing
terminalsand build new terminalsatthe
airports. About320,000 crore will be used for
theinitial cityside development project at
airportsin Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Lucknow
and Jaipur. Aboutz18,000 crore will be used
for the phase 2 construction at the Navi
Mumbai airport. We are also keeping about
320,000 crore for future mergers, acquisitions
and the central government’s next round of
airport monetisation (privatisation). There is
still some gap. We are keeping those fundsif
any international opportunity fructifies forus.

How do you plan to finance this capex plan?
A mixofinternal accruals, new equity and
debt.

Have all your airports become profitable?
Allof them have either broken-even or have
become profitable.

Whatare your international plans for
airports business?

We are very clear that we will notdo any
international expansion just for the sake of it.
Wewillonlydoitifitwilladd to our India
network, similar towhat we have done in
ports.

The aviation business is quite difficult. How
doyou see the growth prospects?

The aviation industry has its own distractions
andit’s very easy tostray. The good thingis
that we now have mature and seasoned
operators. We are in a very exciting time...We
need tocreate airports, stands, etc. We are all
running. There isa huge growth prospect.

Are youplanningto start an airline yourself?
No. Absolutely not.
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Flight Ops Hit
at Delhi Airport

Mumbai: Thick smog caused
major disruptions at the Del-
hiairporton Monday, leading
to widespread flight delays
and cancellations.

According to Flightradar, at
least 406 departing flights were
delaved while 15 were cancel-
led. Additionally, 150 arriving
flights faced delays, and eight
were cancelled. The average de-
lay time for flights was about 45
minutes. Similar weather-rela-
ted disruptions were reported
on Sunday, with over 468 flights
impacted.

Poor visibility, caused by den-
se fog and high pollution levels,
severely affected flight opera-
tions. Asaresult, 15 flights were
diverted, with 13 rerouted to Jai-
pur, and one each to Lucknow
and Dehradun. Thedisruptions
are a reminder of the challeng-

es posed by high pol-

A lution levels and fog
}i/ during winter

c a8 months in the natio-
nal capital.

An airport official said the
flight diversions were partly due
to some pilots lacking the neces-
sary training for operating in
CAT III operations, required for
safe navigation in low-visibility
conditions.

Spicedet confirmed that two
of its flights had been diverted.

In response to the poor visibili-
ty, both SpiceJet and IndiGo issu-
ed advisories on social media.
SpiceJet informed travellers:
“Due to poor visibility in Delhi,
all departures/arrivals and the-
1 consequential flights may get
affected.” IndiGo also posted a
warning, stating: “Fog is cur-
rently affecting visibility in Del-
hi, which may result in slow-mo-
ving traffic and delays in flight
schedules.” — Our Bureau
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15 Delhi-bound
flights diverted
as visibility dips

New Delhi: Dense fog at 1GI
Airport impacted flight ope-
rations on Monday. Fifteen
Delhi-bound flights were di-
verted to Jaipur and Dehra-
dun. According to Flightra-
dar24, 349 flights were delayed
on Monday.

According to the India Me-
teorological Department, the
lowest visibility of 100 metres
wasrecordedfromlamto8am
on Monday. “A total of 15
flights were diverted between
8.30 am and 3.30 pm on Mon-
day. Of these, 13 were diverted
to Jaipur and one each to Deh-
radun and Lucknow due to
captain minima (an operating
procedure used when low visi-
bility conditions do not meet
the criteria for landing)," said
an official at Delhi Airport.

Though the visibility im-
proved later in the day, several
flights were delayed due to the
cascading effect. The highest
visibility at 1GI Airport was
recorded at 700 metresat5pm.
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Villagers protest
eviction for
Madurai airport
expansion

ension flared in Chinna

Udaippu village on Sunday
as over 1,000 villagers
protested their eviction for the
Madurai airport expansion.
Some climbed a water tank,
threatening self-harm as 500
police officers were deployed.
Villagers are demanding
alternative facilities, including
a hospital, cremation ground,
and school, before eviction.
The revenue department
postponed the eviction by a
week. While 540 acres of the
633-acre land required for
expansion have been acquired,
protests erupted over the
remaining 100 acres.
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Domestic air passenger numbers cross
5 lakh on low fares, wedding season

I
Aneesh Phadnis
Mambai

Domestic air traffic crossed
the fve lakh mark for the
first time ever on Sunday
driven by low farcs, long-
weekend travels and wed-
ding season,

Cn Sunday, the domestic
girlines flew 505412 pas-
sengers in 3,173 Dights with
seal occupancies excesding
Hpercent.

While airlines saw sub-
dued demand during Diwali
forcing them to slash fares,
there hus been o significant
pick up in the subsequent
days with daily traffic hover-
iy upwards of 4.9 lakh.

STRONG DEMAND

“The exceptionally strong
wedding season, combined
with lower advunce fares a
few weeks ago for the
Wovemnber travel, has signi-

EXPANDING HORIZONS. Increase in the number of flights
len helped meet the demand

ficantly boosted air passen-
per demand,” said Aloke Ba-
jpai, Group chicf Excoutive
Officer, Lxigo.

“We expect the strong de
mand to eontinue in winter,”
said Gaurav Patwari, Vice
President (Air}, Cleartrip,

Ingrease in the number of
flights too helped in passen
ger growth.

Currently, domestic carri-
ers are operating around
3,150-3,180  flights  daily

which s around 150-180
fiights higher compared to
tast Novernber, an airline ex-
erutive said.

While Indito has
launched new flights=
betwern Pune and Bhopal, it
tras added the frequencies on
Mumbai-Taipur, Delhi-
Ahmedabad  and  other
routes. Spicelet too restored
some of the Rights it had to
cancel earlier because of a
fund crunch.
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Nov 17 saw single-day record
domestic air passenger traffic

[omestic alr passenper tra il c crossed 500,000 farthe first Bme in
a single day on Sunday, reflecting strong travel demand amid
festive andwedding seasens. Airines cared 5,05 412 passengors
on November? and the number of flight departures wasat 3,173,
acoording to the civil aviation ministry, it wasthe firsttime that
domesticair passengertraffic crossed the 200,000-markina
single day. 4|

SIA continues to be strategic
partner: Chandrasekaran

Singa pore Ailines (S18) continues to be Tala Sors' strategic parner
in&ir India, said the latter's Chairman N Chandrasekaran (pictured)
anMonday al a cerermnony Lo cele brale the successiul merger of
Vistara imba Airindia, Goh Choon Phong, chief
exetfive olficer of $18, said, “Working with aur
4 wvalued, long-standing partner Tata Sons, the
¥, 518 grou povil | su pport the ongoi ng transtonm-
¢ ationafthe enlarged Air India Group.” “We are

 focused on helping to restore Air India to its
leading position in the Indian aviation
marketand creating anaidine Group
thateveryone in india can be proud

of," headded. BS REPORTER
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Over 370 flights delayed at Delhi Airport

DEEPAH PATEL
News Caihi, 18 Noweir bar

Morg Lhan 370 Ilighls,
Including depariures and
wrrivils, were deloed al
the Delld  Admport on
Miomidey until 2 pm due o
danse fog and pod hulon.
Aveorling e
Ftgheradardd dats, wntl 2
prt. whoul 110 arrivels
were  delayed  at the

naticnal capdzal’s airport.

Maoreower, sbool 269
depariures  were  also
cielayed arthis almport.
GME Group-Tel Delhi
International  Adrport,
which vperates aml mamn-
ages the Delhi airpor,
pmled oo X TLow visibil-
ity procedures ave selll In
progriss and Might opora-
tons may get affected at
Delhi Afmparl, Passengers
ame requested 160 contact
the airdine conecrned for

the npdated flight infor
o,

Alr India posted on X
wn Maoney, *Poor visthilily
in Gelhi and some pars
al Northerm Toci ane
affecting Might operations
Lo and Trom Delhi odey
IMondayl.  Guesis ane
wdvised 1o start carly
fnr the alrpart, as slow
trallic may delay your
movemant. You are
requested to choek your

flirht status belone head:
g L thee pirporl.”
According to aviation
prlviics [ron  Gicium,
Ind a0 the largest alrline
uperaler al Lhe Delli
Adrport with abouy 480
duily Nights. Air India s
the sacond largest nperaion
L thu Deelhi Afrport with
ahour 431 dally Mighrs
Spicedel oporaies aboul
62 dally Nights toand from

the Delhi Alrport
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Hyd-bound
flights held
up in Jaipur

SABA ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, NOV, 17

Hyderabad-bound pas.
sengers at the Jaipur
alrport faced a delay of
several hours in their
flight. An IndiGo flight,
6E-816, scheduled to lea-
ve at 11.35 pm on Friday
finally took off at 2.35
am. An Alr India pas-
senger travelling to Che-
nnai stated that many
flights were delayed.
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Daily Domestic
Air Passenger
Traffic Crosses
500,000 Mark

Our Bureau | PTI

New Delhi: Domestic air pas-
senger traffic crossed 5 lakh in
asingleday for thefirst timeon
Sunday, reflecting strong travel
demand amid festive and wed-
ding seasons. Airlines carried
5,05,412 passengers on Sunday
and the number of flight depar-
tures was at 3,173, according to
civilaviation ministry data.

The above numbers are a cle-
ar indication of how passenger
travel trends have drastically
changed this vear, moving up
the charts post-Diwali rather
than during the festive season.

The October-Decem-

ber period is the hig-

hest growth period
for Indian airlines
passenger traffic increasesdue
to festivals followed by wed-
ding season and the New Year
celebrations.

“Indian travellers are on the
move this wedding season,
with around 35 lakh weddings
expected across India between
November 23 and December 15,
2024. Flight bookings to major
metro hubs and top leisure des-
tinations like Delhi, Mumbai,
Srinagar, Jaipur, and Goa are
seeing a strong 70-80% YoY In-
crease. Tier-II cities are powe-
ring the wedding season this
vear,” Aloke Bajpai, group
CEO attravel firm Ixigo, said.
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Air India-Vistara
merger a pivotal
moment for
India: Singapore
Airlines CEO

SINGAPORE AIRLINES CEO Goh
Choon Phong on Monday said the
airlinegroupwillsupport the ongo-
ing transformation of the enlarged
Air India Group by offering “our
stewardship and expertise where
possible”as he emphasised that Air
India-Vistara merger marks a piv-
otal moment for Indian aviation.

In his first comments after the
completion of themerger on Novem-
ber11,healsosaid that Singapore Air-
lines is committed to deepening its
commercial collaboration with Air
India. Vistarawas an [V between Sin-
gaporeAirlines and Tatas, and with
the merger, Singapore Airlines hasa
25.1 percentin Tata Group-owned
AirIndia.At a symbolic ceremony in
the national capital on Monday, Tata
Sons and Singapore Airlines cele-
brated the merger. Tata Sons chair-
man NatarajanChandrasekaran,Goh
Choon Phong,as well as senior man-
agementand employees fromTatas,
Singapore Airlines, Air India,and Vis-
tara were present, according to a
joint release by Singapore Airlines
andTata Sons.

“This merger marks a pivotal
moment for Indian aviation. Work-
ing with ourvalued, longstanding
partner Tata Sons, the SIA Group
will support the ongoing transfor-
mation of the enlarged Air India
Group, offering our stewardship
and expertise where possible.  PTI

GOH CHOON PHONG,
CEOQ, Singapore Airlines
————,

WE ARE FOCUSED
ON HELPING TO
RESTORE AIR

INDIATO ITS
LEADING

POSITION IN
THE INDIAN
AVIATION
MARKET

'FINANCIAL EXPRESS %

READTO LEAD
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Wedding season: Flight bookings skyrocket, fares drop

FE BUREAU
Bengaluru, November 18

AIRFARES ON KEY domesticroutes
have dropped by 20-
25% year-on-year, even

Airfares across

Kolkataroute hasdropped 35%to
4,778, Chennai-Kolkata by 34% to
¥4,873,and Delhi-Goa by 22% to
¥5,251,according to ixigo. Othersig-
nificant reductions
include Bengaluru-

as flight bookings have ~ metro cities and  New Delhi, where the
surged by 70-80% dur-  leisure destinations average fare is down
ing thewedding season have dipped by 15% to ¥6,739, and
from November 23 to 20-25% YoY in Mumbai-New Delhi,
December15,according N b d which is down 11% to
to data from online oNemReran ¥5,885. Chennai-New
travel aggregator ixigo. December Delhi fares now average

According to the e 25,758, reflecting an

company, despite an estimated 3.5
million weddings driving the
increased bookings during the
period, average airfares have fallen.
The average fare on the Bengaluru-
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8% decrease, while Kolkata-Ben-
galurufaresaverage ¥5,394, marking
a 28% reduction compared to the
same period last year. On shorter
routes, Mumbai-Chennai average

19 MNovember 2024

fares have dropped 17% to 33,477,
while Ahmedabad-New Delhi is
down 35% to ¥4,146, ixigo data
showed.

“Airfares across metro cities and
leisure destinations have dipped by
20-25% YoY in November and
December. Notably, key routes like
Delhi-Bengaluru, Chennai-Kolkata,
Delhi-Goa, and Bengaluru-Jaipur
have experienced significant price
drops compared to last season, pro-
viding travellers with more afford-
able options,” said Aloke Bajpai,Group
CEO ofixigo.

However,cities suchas Delhi, Ben-
galury,and Mumbai have seen a year-
on-year increase in bookingsof 5 5%,
84%,and 57%, respectively.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76256308

HOW FARES FARED

Top international destinations booked

y-o-y increasze in flight bookings for travel in
Movember and December 2024 (%)

Top domestic destinations booked

y-o-y increase in flight bookings for travel in Movember and
December 2024 (%)

109
& S

Varanasi | Gorakhpur Srinagar  Pune Bengaluru

o Phuket

O Kuala Lumpur

Q Kuwait

Airfare trends for Nov and Dec 2024

Origin City Destination % decrease

Bengaluru | New Delhi 15 I
@ Abu Dhabi Mumbai | New Delhi 11

New Delhi | Bengaluru 1 ()
Q Ball New Delhi ' Kafk;ta_

Bengaluru | Mumbai 20

&
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Sirius India
Airlinesto
raise $100 mn
for expansion

Air charter services oper-
ator Sirius India Airlines
has said it looks to raise
LS 100 million through
debt and other instru-
ments for fleet and ser-
vices expansion as it sees
demand soaring from
across segments. The
company said it is aiming
to have a fleet of 50 private
jets by financial year 2027
and spread its wings to
other markets such as the
Far East, Southeast Asia
and East Africa as part of
the long-term business
plan.
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Domestic air traffic hits new record with 500K flyers

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India crossed the
500,000 mark in domestic air
passengers on Sunday, the
country's highest ever single-
day passenger footfall. Industry
experts attributed this to travel
demand and the ongoing wed-
ding season.

The civil aviation ministry
released data showing 505,412
domestic passengers flew in
3173 flights.

On X, announcing the num-
bers, the ministry posted:
“India’s aviation sector is soar-
ing higher than ever, connect-
ing dreams and destinations
seamlessly.”

Passenger traffic has
increased consistently over the
past two weeks. The industry
saw 490,000 passengers on
November 8 which rose to

The civil aviation ministry released data on Sunday showing
505,412 domestic passengers flewin 3,173 flights. HT

496,000 on November 9,
497,000 on November 14,
499,000 on November 15 and
498,000 on November 16.
Government data showed
around 362,000 domestic pas-
geneers travelled bv air on

Diwali (October 31).

Kinjal Shah, senior vice pres-
ident and co-group head-corpo-
rate ratings, Icra, said domestic
air passenger traffic in Diwali
week 2024 was notably higher
combpared to last vear.

“Overall, three days prior
and three days post Diwali this
year, the aggregate air passen-
ger traffic was 7% higher than
the similar period last year.
Contributing factors include
flexible work-from-home
options allowing people to
extend trips, growth in tier-11
and tier-III cities connectivity,
and enhanced services and pro-
motional fares offered by air-
lines,” Shah said.

A senior airline ministry offi-
cial said on condition of ano-
nymity: “Marriages during this
period are being observed to be
a huge contributory factor in
increasing passenger footfall.”

“The exceptionally strong
wedding season, combined
with lower advance fares avail-
able a few weeks ago for
November travel, has signifi-
cantly boosted air passenger
demand.” Aloke Rainai. eroun

CEOQ, ixigo, said.

He said flight bookings to
major metro hubs and top lei-
sure destinations like Delhi,
Mumbai, Srinagar, Jaipur, and
Goaare seeing a strong 70-80%
year-on-year increase.

“Many travellers are return-
ing to their workplaces post-Di-
wali, contributing to the ele-
vated passenger movement.
Wedding season has also
emerged as one of the primary
drivers behind this spike in
bookings. Weddings in India
involve extensive travel, with
families and guests moving
across cities and states, signifi-
cantly boosting demand for
flights,” Nishant Pitti, CEO and
co-founder of EaseMyTrip,
said.

“We're confident this posi-
tive momentum will continue
through the winter months,” he
added.
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Delhi smog forces flight diversions: how planes land in low visibility

ARJUNSENGUPTA
MNEW DELHI, NOVEMBER18

WITH THE national capital enveloped in a
blanket of naxious smog flight operations
at the Indira Gandhi International Airport
in Delhi have been impacted.

At least 15 flights were diverted — 13 o
Jaipur, one to Dehradun, and one to Lucknow
— and many more delayed on Monday due
to poor visibility levels, According to airport
offidals, these diversions were made due to
some pilots not being trained in CAT Ml oper-
ations, in which aircraft can land even in ex-
tremely lowvisibility conditions, like the one
currently being seeninDelhi.

Landing in low visibility
Landing is considered to be the most dif-

ficult aspectof flying an aircraft —and the
most dangerous. According to research by

$The IndianEXPRESS

Boeing, the final descentand landing takes
about 4% of the average flight time. Buta
whopping 49% of fatal accidents occur in
this tiny window.

Poor visibility is one of many factors
that make landing aircraft difficult.

Inlow visibility conditions, pilots have
little to no visual cues they can rely upon
whilelanding their aircraft, making it very
hard to accurately judge the glide path to
the ground and the alignment of the air-
craft with the runway. Mistimed or mis-
aligned touchdownssignificantly increase
the risk of accidents.

This is why modern aircraft and run-
ways are equipped with variouskinds ofin-
struments whichallow aircraftto land even
in poor or no visibility. The ILS is a specific
ground-based radio navigationsystem that
provides pilots accurate information about
their aircraft's glide path and alignment
with the runway.

Tue, 19 November 20824

CATEGORIES OF ILS APPROACHES

CATI | Not lower than 60 m ' Notlessthan 550m
CATIl | Lowerthan60mbutnotlowerthan30m | Notlessthan 350 m
CATHIA | Lower than30m,orno decision height | Notless than 200 m
CATHIB | Lowerthan15m,ornodecision height | Notlessthan50m
CATIIIC | NoDH | NoRVR

Source: Airports Authority of India

How the ILS works

The ILS provides the pilot with two key
piecesofinformation that she needs while
landing an aircraft.

B First, it provides azimuth guidance.
Azimuth refers to the honzontal angle be-
tween a reference direction{ in this case the
runway ) and aline toa pointof interest (the
aircraft).

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/76257931

ThellSlocaliser (LOC), whose antennae
areusually located on the farend of the run-
way, transmit two narrow intersecting
beams, one from slightly to the right of the
runway's centreline and the other to the left
Where they intersect provides the centre-
lineof the runway. This informationistrans-
mitted to the pilot in the form of the air-
craft's displacement from the runway

centreline, whichthenallows her to course-
correct horizontally.

B Second, the ILS also provides the cor-
rect vertical descent profile for the aircraft.
In other words, it tells the pilotwhether the
aircraft is too high or too low at any given
distance from the runway. This is done with
the help of a glidescope (GS).

The GS antennae work
similarly to the LOCantennae,
Generally located somewhere
along the middle of the run-

AVIATION

runway visual range (RVR).

DH refers to the lowest altitude during
descent till which pilots canrely solely on
thelLS, At thisaltitude, if the RVR — the dis-
tance over which a pilot can see the run-
way's lights or markings — is below acer-
tain threshold, then the landing has to be
aborted.

Whether an aircraftis ca-
pableofmaking a certain cat-
egory of ILS-based landing is
aproduct ofthe equipment it

way, they transmit two nar-

row intersecting beams, one slightly below
the required vertical profile and the other
slightly above it. The point at which these
beamsintersect gives the pilot the optimum
descent position of her aircraft.

Categories of the ILS
ILS approaches are categorised based on
two parameters: decision height (DH) and

hasaboard, theequipmenton

the ground, and the pilot’s training,
Currently, six Indian airports — Delhi,
Lucknow, Jaipur, Amritsar, Bengaluru and
Kolkata — are equipped to handle CATIIIB
operations. India does nothave asingle air-
port capableof CAT ICoperations. Airports
suchas New York's John F Kennedy Airport
and the London Heathrow Airport support

CAT NIC landings.
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Flying: A
new high

1t's ironie that sirkines in India
arcn't in the best of shape, but
demand for air travel in the
country istouching new peaks,
Going by the number of passen
gers fown within India on ey
single day, Sundoy was the best
onrecord, Domestic air passen-
ger traffic went above the hali-
million mark for the first time.
The festive season tends to lifi
demand for everything from
poods bo services, Surprisingly,
though, a new record has been
scaledlweekhs after Diwali, which
sugpesis durable strength in
this market, with its pandemic
slump now a fading memory.
The constraint cn growth has
been supply. While capacity has
expanded abit, a longexpecied
wait for new aircraft tojoin the
Nevisaflndia’s twobig players,
Indigo and the Tata Group,
indficates that upward pressume
onur fares might contimue fora
while, a5 we can expect bo see
too many fhyers chasing too few
seats. Jet Airways hasfolded up
and Air India’s merger with Vis-
fara means air passengers have
litthe cheoice of carriers. Thiswas
not what an open sky policy was
meant o achisve Airport infra-
structure also needs to expand
faster And overcrowded romtes
with sky-high fares need rapid
capacity scale-ups. In peneral,
ticket prices need to ease.
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Domestic air traffic
hits new record

arking a new record, domestic air
M passenger traffic crossed S00,000 for

the first thme ina single day on Sunday,
reflecting strong travel demand amid festive
and wedding seasons

Airlines carried 505,412 passengers on
Sunday (17 November) and the number of Qlight
departures was at 3173, according to the latest
clata from the civil aviation ministry.

It was the first time that domestic air
passenger traffic crossed the 500,000 markin
asingle day.

“Domestic trave] has witnessed strong
demand during the festive season. Daily lown
pax crossed 5 lakh on IT November.

“The high pax movement & largely backed
by robust festive demand and the start of the
wedding season, We expoect strong demaned to
cantinue in the winter season,” Gauray
Patwari, vice president, air category at travel
portal Cleartrip, said. Tl
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The MCLT issued a notice to Spicejet ower the plea
by cperational creditor Sabarmati Aviation. s

Fresh insolvency
pleas for Spicejet

wio miore insclvency petitions were fled by
T Salbarmiati Aviation and JeiAir 17 against

budget carrier Spiceget at the National
Company Law Trbunal (NCLT) on Monday.

Tha: NCLT ssued a notice tothe airling: over
the plea by operational creditor Sabarmati
Aviation while asking JetAir I7 tofile additional
documents in support of its claims of 327 million.

During the procecdings, senior advecate
Krishnendu Datta representing Spice Jet
submmitted that a reply would be fled over the plea
of Sabarmati Aviation. However, he opposed the
plea of JetAir |7, comtending that its claims as an
opermtional croditor are dispuled.

I thie meatter of JetAir 17 the NCLT asked
the company to fle additicnal documents to
support isclims as Spiceet contended that it
has ot entered into o lease aprecment with il

JetAir 17, an Irish company, operates within
the renting and leasing of air passenger
transpor equipment industry.

Duttasubmitted that JetAirl? isclaiming its
dues through Wilmington Trust, which had
Irased planes to Spicelet. However, there are
no documents o show how JetAir [7 has
inherited the interest from Wilmington,  #n
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‘Al-Vistara merger
a pivotal moment’

ingwpore Aidines CEC Goh Choon Phong
S on Mond:ay said the airline proupwill

support the ongoing transformation of
the enlarred Air India Growp by offering “our
stewardship and expertise where possible” as
hie emphasised that Air India-Vistara merger
miarks a pivotal moment for Indian aviation.

I his first comments after the completion of
the merger on 1l November, he also said that
Simgmpore Airdines & committed o deepening
its comumercial collaboration with Air Indi.

Vistara was a joint venture between
Simgapore Airlines and the Tata group.
Following the menger, Siigmpore Airdines
hiobdsa 25 1% in Tata group-owned Air India

“We are focused on helping to restone Air
Indiatoits leading position in the Indian
aviation market, and ereatings an airline Growp
that evervone in India can be proud of " Goh
Choon Phong said in a release.

Tata group acyuired loss-making Air India
from the government in Janary 20022, PT1
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Domestic air travel crosses
5 lakh mark on November 17

‘Airlines carried 5,035,412 passengers on November 17
(Sunday) & number of flight departures was at 3,173’

QUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: ."-bsk.i.ng i mewW
record, domestic air r
tratfic crossed the 5 lakh-mark
for the first i3me in 2 single day
an ‘_'Eun.dm_.'. n:l].:u:l:i:ng strung
travel demand amid festive anc
wedding sexsons

Lln a post on X on Monday
evening, Uhe civil aviation min-
isry sad that on Movernber 17,
Linalian skies witnessed a historic
malestones with 505,412 domes-
lic passemngers |.1.:|.m.r|:|.n|{ on a
singhe day, crousing Lhe 5 lakh-
mark for the first time.

Airlines carried 505412

gers an Sunday (Novem-

1 17) amed the mumber of light

diepartumes wasat 3,173, accond-

ing 1o the latest data from the
ministry.

“Dhomsestic traved has wit-
nessed strong demand disriog
the festive sson. Daily fown
pax crossed 5 kakh an 17th Nov,

“The high pax movement
is larsely backed 'b} ol fes-
tive demand and the start of
the wedding season. We expect
strong demand 10 conlinue in
the winter season.” Gauray Bl -
wari, Vice President - Air Cate-

gory -at iravel portal Cleartrip,

In October, aviation watchdog DGCA
said Indion oirlines will operate 25,007
flights every week to and from 124
airports in the winter schedule that
started from October 27

Highlights

o The accupancy of
fights operated by
thi mstin schadiled
corriers on Sundey
were above 9006

= Oin Sundery, the OTP of
IndiGeo was at 74.2%,
fellowed by Alliance
Ajr of 71 per cant and
Aloso Alr ot 87.8%

« Amang others, Spice et
& A Indic’s OTP stood
ot 6é.1% and 57.1%,
respedivaly. Compored
o winder schedule
2023, nurmber of fights
has umped by 5.37%

said. The occupaincy af dights
operated by the main s¢
carriers on Suniday were above
90 per cenl
However, On-Time Perfar-
mance [OTP) of the airlines
have been impacied in recent
days due 1o various factors.
On Sunday, the OTP of
Il was at 74.2 per cent,
foflowed by Alliance Air al 71

per cenl and Akasa Air al 67.6
per cenl. Among other airlines,
Spicefet and Air Indias OTP
sood at 66.1 per cent amd 57.1
per oml,mpetl.i.uﬂ!r.

I Oxctnber, aviation watch-
dig DG A sadd Indian addlines
h.:?f operaie 15,007 lights every
week to and from 124 airports
in the winter schedule that
started from October 27,

The number of flights is
three per cent higher than
24,275 departures per week
from 125 airports in the cur-
rent siemmier schedule.

In comparism o the win-
ter schedule 2073, the mmber
ol Hights has increased by 5.37
T ceml. The winter schedule
s from October 27, 2024 wll

March 29, 2025.
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400 flights delayed in
season’s worst Smog

ASHISH SRIVASTAVA i@ hewDelti

FLIGHT operations at the Indira
Gandhi international (1GI) Alr-
port were severely {mpacted as
the eity reported season's worst
smog on Monday leading to poor
visibility Theairport witnessed
15 flight diversions and over 400
Might delays due to adverse
weather and pollution. A total
of 13 fNights were diverted to
Jaipur airport and one each to
Dehradun and Lucknow, an of-
ficinl said.

"Some diversions were
necessitated as certain
pilots Iacked training in
CAT II1 operations, re-
quired for managing
flights under extremely
low visiblllity conditions,”
thie official added.

Alrlines, including Air India,
Spleedet, and IndiGo, also took to
X to inform passengers about
possible disruptions. “Poor visi-
billty In Delhi and some parts of
Northern India are affecting
flight operations to and from Del
hi today, Guests are advised (o
start early for the airport, as slow
traffic may delay your move-
ment," Alr India posted on the
micro-blopging website.

Spicedet shared, “Due to poor

visibility in Delhi, all depar-
tures/arrivals and their conse-
quential flights may get affect-
ed,” in an early morning post.
IndiGo. in 4 Sunday night advi-
sory, caufioned: “#6E Travel A dvi-
sory: Fog is currently affecting
visibility in Delhi, which may re-
ault in slow moving traffic and
delays in Oight schedules,”

To counter the low visibility
due to thick smog, the Delhi Air
port has taken a slew of meas-
ures an official said

“All three runways are
equipped with advanced
CAT-UII LS and ALS to
emble precision landing
in low visibility condi-
tions, Visibility sensors
and BRVR systems am also
installed to provide real-
time visibility data, Additionally,
Forward Scatter Meter RVR sys-
tems are installed on runways
11L/28R and 27/08 to enhance vis-
ibility measurement accuraey A
dedicated taskfore of 180 non-
operational stafl is trained to
support ter minal operationsdur-
ing low visibillty,” the official
said, For the convenience of pa-
tlents facing cancellations and
delays, the alrport has also taken
geveral steps like additional
counters for rebooking.
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Sirius Air

B NEW DELHI: Air charter
services operator Sirius
India Airlines has said it
looks to raise $100 million
through debt and other
instruments for fleet and
services expansion. The
company said it is aiming
to have a fleet of 50 pri-
vate jets by financial year
2027 and spread its wings
to other markets such as
the Far East, Southeast
Asia and East Africa. rn
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Insolvency:
Spicelet faces
2 more pleas

New Delhi: Two more insol-
vency petitions were filed by
Sabarmati Aviation and JetA-
ir17againstbudget carrier Spi-
ceJet at the NCLT on Monday:

The NCLT issued a notice
to the airline over the plea by
operational creditor Sabar-
mati Aviation while asking
another complainant, JetAir
17, to file additional docu-
ments in supportof itsclaims
of $27 million.

During the proceedings, se-
nior advocate Krishnendu Dat-
ta representing SpicedJet sub-
mitted that a reply would be fi-
led over the plea of Sabarmati
Aviation. He, however, opposed
JetAir 17's plea of contending
that their claims as an opera-
tional creditor are disputed.

In the matter of JetAir 17,
the NCLT asked the company
to file additional documents
to support its claims as Spice-
Jet contended that it has not
entered into a lease agree-
ment with it. acencies
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Domestic flyers cross 5 lakh
in a day for first time ever

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Nov 17 turned
out to a Super Sunday for In-
dian aviation with the num-
ber of domestic flyers in a
day crossing the five-lakh
mark for the first time ever.
Like last vear, domestic
air travel started picking up
soonafter Diwali(Oct31)with
the wedding season that start-
ed just before Nov 10. Since
then about 4.9 lakh people
were flying daily within the
country till the five-lakh
mark was breached on Nov17.
An analyst said that with
airlines adding capacity and
airfares not very high at the
moment, the numbers could
rise further this winter. “Mid-

SUPER SUNDAY

Jan could be the peak of
peaks with the marriage sea-
son, diaspora coming home
during Christmas break, in-
flow of foreign tourists and
domestic tourists taking to
the skies,” he said.

Sunday saw 3,173 domes-
tic flights. IndiGo, Air India,
SpiceJet and Akasa flew with
over 90% occupancy.
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Spirit Airline files for
bankruptcy in US

.,‘_"I pirit Airlines has filed for
bankruptcy protection after
a long run of quarterly losses,
failed merger attempts and
looming debt maturities. it
expects to continue operating
business as normal through the
proceedings. neuTers
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