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Kol Airport equips staff & passengers with life saving skills

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: With the objective
of empowering both passengers
and airport staff with lifesaving
emergency response skills, the
Airport Health Organisation
(APHO), Kolkata, in collabora-
tion with the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI), observed
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscita-
tion (CPR) Awareness Week
from October 13 to 17 at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Interna-
tional (NSCBI) Airport.

The campaign was part of
the Ministry of Health and

Closer Loo

# The campaign was part of the Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare's nationwide drive to promote CPR awareness

# Activities held through the week included awareness ses-
sions, live demonstrations, hands-on training, a CPR pledge
and the display of educational materials and videos
provided by the Health Ministry

# A total of 510 stakeholders received CPR training, along
with 100 yellow fever vaccine beneficiaries

Family Welfare's nationwide
drive to promote CPR aware-
ness. The programme sought
to raise public understanding

of the critical role of CPR in
saving lives during sudden car-
diac emergencies and to ensure
better preparedness within the

airport environment. Activi-
ties held through the week
included awareness sessions,
live demonstrations, hands-on
training, a CPR pledge and the
display of educational materi-
als and videos provided by the
Health Ministry. A dedicated
CPR kiosk was also set up at the
International Arrival Terminal
to engage passengers.

The kiosk was inaugurated
by PR Beuria, airport director,
NSCBI Airport, who interacted
with trainers and passengers
during his visit. “Timely CPR
can save precious lives in

emergency situations. Such
initiatives help equip both pas-
sengers and staff with vital life-
saving skills” Beuria said.

A total of 510 stakeholders,
including AAT, CISF, Immi-
gration, Airlines, Cargo and
APHO officials, received CPR
training, along with 100 yel-
low fever vaccine beneficiaries.
Around 5,000 passengers were
reached through information
leaflets. To ensure continuous
readiness, three to four CPR-
trained APHO officers will
remain deployed at the airport
round-the-clock.
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AAI conducts land survey to add four
parking bays at Hindon Airport

SLALITHA & New Def

WITH just two parking bavs
avallnhde at the Hindon Alrport
for commercial planes and no
operations permitted befween
sunset and sunrise, the alrfleld
owned by the Indian Alr Force
remains severely unutilised

The Alrports Authority of
India (AAD now wants to In-
crease Mlight operations as the
airport and has recently com-
pleted a survey of the land re
quired to triple the number of
parking spots

Alrport director Chilaka Ma
hesh sald on Saturday, “We are
Inoking at increazing the
nimber of parking bays from
the existing two to six at the
earliest, which will require
aroumd 34,500 square metres of
land. A survey to identify the
land required was conducted
by AAl officials recently along
with the defence estate and the
revenue officials of Uttar
Pradesh.” He said that the re
port of this survey has been
submitted tothe defence esiates
department.

Mahesh 1s conlident of get-
ting the green signal for the ex-
pansion soon “We will need six

HINDOMN AIRPOR

EXPANSION PLAN

) 34.500 sam is the land
area required by AAltoadd
four more parking bays for
commercial aircraft

46 is the average number
of flights operating from
airport daily

€) 5.000 is the number of
passengers using the
alrport daily

T4&6.6 crone is the cost at
which the Hindon Akport
was built

to seven months to ready the
four parking bays. When the
parking slots increase, the
routes from this alrport as well
as the number of airdines from
here will increase too,” he said.

The AAL has posted a deputy
general manager recently at
the Hindon Airport to sort out
the: land issne and focus on the
alrport’s expansion, he added.

The AAI began operations
from the Hindon A rporton Qe
tober 11, 2019, hrgely to facili-
tate regional connectivity un-
der the UDAAN scheme, While
Star Alr operates under the
scheme from this airport, In-
digo and Air India Express use
It to connect key state capltals.
Anaverape of 4 Qights operate
from this airport daily, with
around 5000 people arriving or
departing from here.

Another alrport afficial said,
“The terminal had been de
sipned to cater to roughly 300
peeople but it handles 15 tmes
the capacity There iza demand
to operate more flighis. MPs
fmom Pragyaraj and Lucknow
want theairports in their cities
to be connected with it."

There is a need for more
parking bavs for flights here
“There are times when an alr-
craflt gets grounded in one of
the hays due o some issue, At
that tme, the capacity of Oights
that can be handled nosedives
o 50%." he specified
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Mid-airmedical emergencies: City airport
trainsflyers, staff onlife-saving skills

RAJIB CHAKRABORTY
Kolkata, 17 October

City-based anaesthesiologist
Dr Diptashree Ray this week
saved a co-passenger’s life
after he suffered a cardiac
arrest at Mumbai airport,
administering prompt
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

In another incident, a
middle-aged passenger suffered
asudden cardiac arrest mid-air
onaKolkata-bound flightand
the crew’s timely CPR helped
stabilise himuntil the aircraft
landed. The incident served
as a stark reminder of how a
few minutes — and a few
trained hands — can make
the difference between life
and death. It’s precisely this
awareness that the Airport
Health Organization (APHO),
Kolkata, in collaboration with
the Airports Authority of India
(AAT), sought to spread this
week as part of the ministry
ofhealth and family welfare’s
nationwideinitiative — "CPR
Awareness Week” (1317 October)
— at Netaji Subhas Chandra

Bose International (NSCBI)
Airport, Kolkata.

The programme, aimed to
equip airport stakeholders,
staff, and even passengers
with the critical lifesaving
skill of CPR — an emergency
procedure that maintains
blood circulation and breathing,
when the heart stops beating.
Throughout the week. a series
of activities transformed the
bustling NSCBI airport into
a hub of health awareness.
The initiative featured the
inauguration of CPR Awareness
Week, a pledge ceremony,
interactive sessions, hands-on
training, and the display of
educational materials and
videos provided by the ministry
ofhealth. Informative leaflets

and pamphlets wete distributed
topassengers, while a dedicated
CPR kiosk was set up at the
International Arrival Terminal.

Thekiosk was inaugurated
today by P R Beuria, airport
director, NSCBI Airport, who
alsoinspected the arrangements,
interacted with trainers and
participants, and took partin
a demonstration session
himself. “Timely CPR cansave
precious lives in emergency
situations. Such awareness
initiatives help equip both
passengers and airport staff
with vital lifesaving skills. We
are proud to support this
national campaign and
encourage everyone to learn
and practice CPR.” Dr Beuria
said. The response to the

initiative was overwhelming.
Owver 510 personnel from
various airport stakeholders
— inecluding AAT officials,
Immigration, Cargo (Domestic
and International), CISF, airline
staff, and APHO Kolkata staff
— received hands-on CPR
training.

Additionally, 100 vellow
fever vaccine beneficiaries
were trained, and around
5000 passengers were sensitised
through pamphlet distribution
and awareness videos. The
APHO has also ensured that
3-4 trained officers remain
deployed at the airport
round-the-clock, ready to
respond to any medical
emergency requiring CPR.
Airport officials noted that
in the past year alone, there
have been multiple medical
emergencies involving
passengers, some of which
were cardiac in nature. “Having
CPR-Arained personnel available
within minutes can make all
thedifference,” said an official
from the health unit. The CPR
Awareness Week, part of a

broader national campaign
by the ministry of health and
family welfare, underscores
the government’s focus on
community preparedness and
emergency response. Airports,
being high-footfall zones, are
now seen as crucial points
for public health sensitisation.
For travellers like Ananya
Ghosh, who was en route to
Singapore and happened to
witness one of the
demonstrations, the initiative
struck a personal chord. “1
never realised how simple
CPR could be — and how
vital. Watching it live gave
methe confidence that Icould
help if someone collapsed
near me,” she said.

As air travel continues to
grow, the Kolkata airport’s
proactive participation in this
campaign highlights a vital
shift — from managing
passenger flow tosafeguarding
passenger lives. The message
from this week's event was
clear and resounding: every
minute counts, and every
trained hand can save a life.
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Fireand smoke inthe cargo area of Hamat Skahjalal international Airport in Dhata,
Bangladesh, on Satunday

-

Fire at Dhaka int’l airport
forces six-hour flight delay

AGEMCIES
Dhika, Octobier 18

A MASSVE FIRE broke out on
Saturdayat the cargo complex
of the mternational alrport in
Banghlesh's capitall [orcing
anwthnriti=s tn suspend all flight
opemations forsi howm asthide
hlack smoke engulfod the area
There were o mmediate
eports of cusualties.

Civil Aviation Authority of
Banglaclesh (CAAB] sakl the
bl aze bk out in Hie altemoon
at the Hlamrat Shabjalal Imterna
tienal Airport, prompeing the
deployrnen Lol over bwo dogen
firefightmyg units, with addi
tiomal teams nishing to the
scene,"We received the infor
ki ak 230 pin and imime-
diately dispatched oor units to

jontheones deployed attheair
port.” Fire Servioe spolesman
Taltia Bl Zashing said.

Mhlety-als Gref ighting units
areengagedin the opemtion, e
sakd, CAAR officials sakd the Alr
Force's Greunits also joined Use
rerieoampaign”Landing sand
takeaiis of allairoraft hawe boen
suspended until furthernatice
Al our alscrall are confinmed
safe"a CAAl spoke sperson said

Roth domestic and ingerma
il (i Il vveee affesctied.

A lislieGo flig e froen Delld
o Dhaka was diverted to
Knllkvta, andanAir Arabia flight
froen Sharad inthe United Arab
Emimtes was sent on to Chit
tapong. Meanwhile, a Cathay
Pacific flight from Hong Kong
ywasseeincircling in the sky af ey
failing toland at Dhalks airpart.

officials said

Acconding to loral media
reports, clieiicals sbored in
the cargi sote posed & majer
challenge fior firefightens. Eye
witnesses sbd persanne] fienn
the stoiy, air lorce, navy, and
Border Guard Bangladesh
|mined the firefighiing and s
cue efforts They descrilbed the
[ & @ major one, with Chide
smoke coveringa brge part of
the airport. This is the thind
majer  fire  reported  in
Bangladesls this wesk Afineon
Tuesdayat a garment factaryin
Bangladesh and an adjacent
chemical warehouse kiled al
lzast 1 peopleand mjuredoth
ers. On Thumday, anather fire
bumaed] denwn a gamment factary
ruling inanexpon procesdng
rone in Chitagong
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Sometimes, beauty gets
in the way of functionality.
| found Bengaluru’s 11 has
a cleaner Swiss design
celebrating natural
lighting, while T2 is more
bejewelled but takes very
long to navigate. T1 is also
easier to maneuver from
entrance to gate

CHITRAVISHWANATH
Architect

Spot the
sunflower

This unique programme
helps travellers with
hidden disabilities (low
vision, autism, dementia,
hearing loss) receive
special assistance. Started
atthe U.K.’s Gatwick
Airportin 2016, the
programme is available at
the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airportin
Hyderabad, and the
Kempegowda International
Airport in Bengaluru.
Typically, a counter at the
entrance will hand out a
sunflower motif lanyard or
button, and all wearers are
then assisted to a separate

gate, following protocols
but with assistance.

Walking through
Bengaluru T2 feels like
the holidav begins the
moment vou step through the
doors. It is beautiful, vibrant,
and alive with greenery; | love
the cane and bamboo, which
give it this warm, earthy
charm. The only missing thing
is complimentary buggies for
seniors who don't necessarily
depend on wheelchairs, but
find it difficult to walk long
distances. That simple gesture
would make an alreadv
wonderful experience
absolutely perfect

DIPTI VARMA NARAIN
Founder, The Silver Surfers Club

AR NN TCRARRRARRNNY
NNV AR

b}
.Q

PR §

| 4!1,“_,_ —

e
I =
P
11—

\ '
RT
A

&
IIL. / 1777777
ST Ll
JIITII

e

ARE INDIA'S

_ AN
A fAaEaes uifSsson

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

18 OCTOBER 2025

B

Design forward (Clockwise from left) Bamboo and lush greenery at
Kempegowda International Airport’s Terminal 2 in Bengaluru; Mumbai’s
T2 terminal; and inside the newly launched Navi Mumbai International

Ai rport. (EKANSH GOEL AND SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT)
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AIRPORTS &
READY TO

TAKE OFF?

The new terminals at Navi Mumbai, Guwahati and
Bengaluru are raking in awards for design. But
despite the many innovations at Indian airports, are
we on a par with the rest of the world?

Anisha Menezes

ctor and director Revathy
loves flying from Kochi
International Airport —
and she flies for work at
least twice a month. “It is designed
in such a way that it has a single
floor for most processes and you go
through so easily. Even the pick-up
area for cabs is organised so well,”
she says. It handles 180-225 flights
per day as compared to bigger
airports like Delhi and Bengaluru,
which handle 800 to 1,450,
respectively. “Goa’s airport was also
comfortable when I flew from there
with my parents, who both used
wheelchairs. But Bengaluru’s T2,
while beautiful, is too long a walk!”
For millions of Indians who
choose to fly, airport design is
crucial. It makes all the difference
between a pleasant travel
experience and one filled with
stress, serpentine queues and dimly

04| 05 coverstory

CONTINUED FROM
» PAGE 1

Delhiite Divya Prabhu,
mother to two toddlers,
believes airports could make
travel so much easier. “If only
they had clean, sanitised
strollers available at entry
points, instead of making us
walk halfway across,” she says.
“We have travelled via the
airports in New Delhi, Goa and
Mumbai, and we have missed
simple things like clean
bathrooms with diaper
changing tables, and play
areas.”

If you are a senior, then
wheelchair access as you enter
the airport and shorter
distances to navigate are more
important, says 76-year-old
Usha Varma. “I usually fly out
of Bengaluru and it’s a beautiful
space, but we need immediate
wheelchair access to travel
through such a large terminal,
especially if you have a

carry-on bag in tow,” says
Varma. Her pick of best
airports are Abu Dhabi and
Japan. “The staff is kind and
they are proactive with
wheelchairs.”

For Bengaluru-based Vinita
Chaitanya, travel is a work
necessity. Constantly on the
move, airports feature
frequently in the interior stylist
and designer’s day-to-day, and
she is vocal about them, even
taking to Instagram Stories to
document the best and the
worst. The new lounge at

Bengaluru’s T2 she deems “well
designed, with plenty of space
to relax while you wait”, but
points out that security lines
could be better managed. “For
every 10 security lines, there’s
only one for women. That
needs to change,” she states.
“We need to space out elevators
for those with wheelchairs and
have more than one escalator
leading to the baggage
carousels. That space needs to
be better managed.”

Newer projects are factoring
in aircraft size, air traffic,

lit interiors. Airport architecture
and design are no longer about just
efficiency. Today, globally, the focus
is on modernising terminals,
enhancing sustainability, and
creating intuitive design to improve
passenger experience. And India is
catching up, even while collapsed
roofs and glass panels shattering
continue to make headlines.

Big three in the news
Indian airports, in fact, are having a
moment — and not just on social
media, where newer builds are
attracting likes, views and kudos for
their biophilic design, craft, and
sustainability-forward expressions.
This month, the inauguration of the
Navi Mumbai International Airport
signalled a step forward in hi-tech
airport design rooted in Indian
tradition and exemplary
performance.

Designed by Zaha Hadid
Architects, its lotus-inspired
geometry and dual column system

security requirements, and
design features such as
biophilic interiors and intuitive
wayfinding — using natural light
and curved pathways — to
balance passenger experience
with the functional needs of the
airport. One of the areas they
are succeeding in is embracing
a sense of place by honouring
indigenous materials and
craftsmanship, and shaping
guest experience through
regionally inspired dining and
art installations by local artists.
At Kempegowda, for example,
SOM used materials such as
bamboo, brick, and natural
stone, a combination that is
rarely seen in airports. In
Guwahati, Karim used bamboo
extensively “to lower the

An important aspect is to

design pod hotels and rooms,
like they have in Japan, for
airports that host a lot of
lavovers. Instead, we are

stuck for hours, without
room to stretch and relax

GAUTAM BHATIA
Architect

are striking. The lotus takes the
form of 12 sculptural columns with
anchors that rise like unfurling
petals, while 17 mega columns carry
the weight of the concentric
petal-like roof canopies. Each roof
segment is modelled to manage
daylight, wind pressure, and
monsoon drainage. Inside, among
other design interventions, the
check-in hall uses light architecture
— such as hollow columns that act as
vertical light wells, drawing sunlight
deep into the passenger halls — to
lend an airiness to the space.

Last month, at the International
Architecture Awards in Athens,
Guwabhati International Airport’s
Terminal 2 was feted for its cultural
storytelling. Inspired by Assam’s
role as the ‘gateway to the
Northeast’, it draws on the
resilience of local bamboo and the
elegance of its orchids for its design.
“The kopou phool or foxtail orchid is
a symbol of beauty and celebration,
and Assamese women wear it

during the Bihu festival. In the
terminal’s design, this elegance is
paired with the versatility of
bamboo,” explains Nuru Karim,
principal architect of Mumbai-based
Nudes Architecture, who designed
the soon-to-be-inaugurated terminal.

Karim roped in local craftspeople
to work on the bamboo structures,
and made sure motifs from the
region found pride of place — from
the traditional jaapi (headgear
fashioned from the leaves of palm
trees) featured across the terminal’s
decor, to the wall panelling that
integrates the gamocha pattern with
its lovely interplay of red and white.
Another highlight: a “sky forest’.
“The landscape design features
tropical and subtropical plants
native to Assam, alongside bamboo
groves and flowering shrubs,” shares
Karim.

But before it all, there was
Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
International Airport Terminal 2,
which made headlines in 2023 when
it bagged the prestigious Prix
Versailles Special Prize for an
Interior for bringing the ‘garden’
into the airport terminal. From
bamboo bells suspended from high
ceilings dripping with local plants, to
lantana elephants and even an
indoor waterfall and cactus garden,
the design was carefully curated to
reflect conversations with locals,
says Peter Lefkovits, principal
architect at Skidmore, Owings and

Merrill (SOM). “We spoke with
people who grew up in the city and
reminisced about tree-lined streets
and a certain nostalgic longing for
that era. Our aspiration for the
terminal was to integrate
sustainability using locally sourced
materials — ivory brown granite,
umber red bricks, and steel, and
integrate local art forms.” Between
the gate concourses and the terminal
building, the “forest belt” spans a
90-metre-wide stretch of planted
landscape as passengers cross
open-air bridges.

No longer just transit hubs

Once upon a time, airports were
purely functional, focused on
operations and with limited design
thinking. Delhi-based architect
Gautam Bhatia recalls when the
airport was “a derelict warehouse of
a building that came alive only when
a plane arrived. Even then, both the
facilities and the staff were skeletal
and essential to basic operations.
Baggage was handled manually,
passengers never frisked”.

Today, however, with India’s air
traffic exceeding 350 million in
2024, the country has the
third-largest aviation market
globally. To meet this robust growth,
airport architecture cannot be just
about aesthetics.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGES 4-5

HINDU DELHI

Internationally, Helsinki
is my favorite. It is the
quietest airport I've been to; it
has great interactive digital
visuals showing the change of
seasons and grounds vou to
the space. 1 think we are doing
well with clean air and
well-managed spaces in
Indian airports. But going
forward, we need more

quiet spaces

IRAM SULTAN
Interior designer

carbon footprint, and green
corridors to improve the
microclimate”. At Kochi,
Revathy says the wooden
furniture immediately connects
her to the State. “It’s a nice
touch, and I don’t know how
they maintain them!”

What works vs.

what needs work

India has 117 domestic and 33
international airports
(according to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation). With the
numbers only set to grow, it is
imperative to have a deep
understanding of long-term
needs, with built-in flexibility to
absorb future technology. “All
gates at T2 in Bengaluru are
equipped with ‘swing’ capacity,
or the flexibility to handle
different wide-body and
narrow-body aircraft,” explains
Lefkovits. “This plan allows the
terminal to thrive as an
international travel destination
as it increases annual passenger

{ Jilf_l fl.-'lull'up_
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capacity.” Many airport
designers are taking a modular
approach too, mixing agent
desks and fully automated
stations. This ‘plug and play’
approach means as the
technology changes, airports
can swap out those elements
without having to reconfigure
the space.

The integration of digital
systems, [oT, and automation is
also making travel more
seamless and efficient. But
while technology such as
DigiYatra allows for time
efficiency, there are other
factors that need attention in
several Indian airports. For
instance, as the gateways to a
country, attention to well-lit
spaces at the first point of entry
is crucial. “At most airports, the
immigration line can be a
forbidding, dimly lit area
instead of being bright, airy
and welcoming. It makes the
whole process intimidating,”
says Mumbai-based Abha

Art and design Guwahati International Airport’s Terminal 2 won the 2025 International
Architecture Award. Its design highlights local bamboo and orchids; (top left) Vinita Chaitanya.

Accessibility and
inclusive design

Function and aesthetics cannot be all that an airport offers.
The best terminal designs also use empathy as a tool to cater
to a wide range of travellers’ needs, abilities, and emotions.
Ligi Sunil and her husband Sunil Baby used to travel
regularly with their son, Jaiden, who had cerebral palsy.
When he passed away in 2023 at the age of 18, the couple
founded 18NotOut in Bengaluru in his memory. It assists
families in planning accessible travel through airports,
stations and hotels, tailoring itineraries to people with
special needs.
“Iwould rate T2 at the Bengaluru Airport the best for people
with special needs and disabilities, and that’s gender- and
age-agnostic. Post booking, Kempegowda has a WhatsApp
group that guides them to the airport entrance where they
are greeted by a staff member who stays with them through
the journey,” says Baby. “In terms of training, the airport has
far more nuance in the way they approach families and
children, and how they lead people to a room for those with
neurodivergence. However, we need more thought into
designing food courts that are open to wheelchairs at the
table, more handholding around the baggage carousel, and
the use of the aerobridge with passengers on wheelchairs.”
Vinaya Chinnappa, CEO of social enterprise Incluzza, a
part of EnAble India group (which provides a wide range of
disability inclusion services to organisations), says that
being someone who travels with prosthetic limbs is tough,
and certain provisions can make travel more inclusive.
“Travel must go beyond compliance, from the physical
infrastructure to the staff who need to be sensitised to act
with empathy while dealing with the needs of passengers.
Earlier, people had to remove prostheses to go through
security, but now that protocol has changed. That's astep in
the right direction.” Incluzza helped design the Sensory
Room at the Bengaluru airport, the first of its kind in the
country, to cater to a spectrum of people who are not
neurotypical. Chinnappa explains, “Many passengers need
assistance to remain calm and we offer low sensory inputs,
softer sounds and weighted blankets. We have received
positive responses on social media, and other airports have
reached out to explore such initiatives.”

o8

Terminal 2 in Mumbai is well-maintained and easy
to get through. Also, the staff is attentive. While
travelling from there last year, | had not booked a
wheelchair. But they noticed my gait and made it a
point to request one for me. It made the whole journey
so much smoother, and was a welcome reminder how
these positive experiences leave a lasting impression

YVONNE RASQUINHA
Senior traveller

h

Positive change The Navi Mumbai airport
facade; and (below) travellers at Mumbai T2.

(SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT)

Narain Lambah, the
conservation architect behind
the revival of the David Sassoon
Library and Reading Room, and
a frequent traveller with an
expectedly critical eye for
design. “Having a certain
amount of natural lighting
solves this, and intuitive
wayfinding also helps people
navigate the spaces easily.
Bengaluru and Mumbai T2 are
good examples for this, as
there’s ample natural light.”

Chaitanya has a bone to pick
about international transfers.
“You often have to leave the
airport and re-enter with your
bag. At Delhi, I had to get my
bags and transfer them to a
second luggage belt, all located
in different areas. It’s such an
inconvenience at 3 a.m. That
can definitely be streamlined.”
The interior designer adds that
the signs at the Dubai airport to
specify queue wait times are
helpful, and could be a lesson
for us. “We can also balance
technology with personnel;
train them to direct passengers
well [seniors or those with
visible or invisible disabilities].
And more medical facilities
spread over terminals is also a
good idea.”

While there are lounges

aplenty, many travellers ask
that architects look into
creating smaller open areas
and more free play areas. Delhi
architect Bhatia feels airports
should incorporate a rooftop
open garden lounge that taps
into the local milieu and
weather. “We can opt for open
areas where security protocols
can still be maintained. Jakarta
airport is interesting in that
respect; they have seasonal
plants over the walking paths,”
he says. Prabhu says that
among all the fancy stores and
restaurants, there should be “a
small kiosk for parents where
you can find wipes, and other
travel essentials for young
children. Places to engage kids
are also so important”.

At older airports, a lot of
this can be addressed by
renovation or retrofitting,
provided that their structural
integrity remains sound and
aligns with long-term plans.
“Retrofitting helps conserve
resources, preserve heritage,
and modernise existing
systems,” says Karim of Nudes
Architecture. “However, when
structural limitations or rising
passenger demand exceed safe
and efficient capacity, a
complete rebuild becomes the

A L__ B

more practical and
future-ready solution.”

Airports as living
ecosystems

As per the International Air
Transport Association, the
number of operational airports
in India has grown from 74 to
162 in just under a decade, with
plans for expansion to 350 by
2047. Meanwhile, the global
airport construction market is
projected to reach $1.8 trillion
by 2030, according to
February’s ‘Airport
Construction - Global Strategic
Business Report’ from Research
and Markets. All this means
that trends will change

Jam at the

airport

From mid-2025, the Delhi
International Airport
Limited has introduced Del
Vibes across the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport. It transforms the
airport terminalsintoa
concert venue, with music
and dance performances,
and workshops. While the
scheduleissubject to
change, travellers can
expect Bengali Fusion by
the Pancham Group
(October), ghazals by
Sursangam Group
(November), and Konkani
music by Nacho Group
(December).

Paws and Peace

In August, two toy poodle
therapy dogs were
recruited by Hyderabad’s
Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport.
Since then, the dogs,
accompanied by trained
handlers, interact with
travellers for four to six
hours each day — helping
calm and comfort them —
atdesignated areas after
the security check point,
bothin the domestic and
international departure
areas.

THE HINDU
magazine
Sunday, October 19, 2025

constantly — think Al, robotics
for passengers, and net-zero
terminal buildings (aviation
contributes to 2%-3% of global
greenhouse gas emissions).

According to S.R. Sikka,
principal architect of New
Dehli-based Sikka Associate
Architects, which has designed
30 Indian terminals over four
decades, “Sustainability and
climate resilience must be
embedded at the core of
airport design. It begins with
climate-responsive planning:
optimising orientation,
daylighting, shading, and
natural ventilation to reduce
energy demand. Equally
important is on-site renewable
energy generation, and
adaptive design strategies that
build resilience — through
stormwater management,
flexible infrastructure, and
materials suited to changing
climatic conditions.”

Karim echoes this, adding
that in the future, “terminals
could be built with smart
materials that are climate
resilient, respond to passengers
with haptic technology, and
even create their own clean
energy”. Technology would
play a big part, too. “With Al
managing flows, waiting areas
may disappear, and the
terminal itself will act like a
sentient environment — spaces
that can sense people,
understand moods, and adjust
light, sound, or air to improve
comfort. By mid-century, the
airport may no longer feel like a
machine for travel, but more
like a living organism — part
transport hub, part public
square, part power plant —
reshaping how we travel,
interact, and belong,” he
concludes.

The freelance writer is based
in Chennai.
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Flights resume at Dhaka int'l
airport after fire disrupts ops

Ahsan Tasnim | Tun

Dhaka: Nearly a dozen inco-
ming flights were diverted
from Hazrat Shahjalal Inter-
national Airport (HSIA) in
Dhaka to Shah Amanat Inter-
national Airport in Chatto-
gram and Osmani Internatio-
nal Airport in Sylhet on Sa-
turday afterncon following
the outbreak of a fire in the
cargo section of HSIA.

Airport officials said
flight operations resumed af-
ter 9pm on Saturday. The fire
has been largely brought un-
der control.

According to officials, the
fire started around 2.30 pm
near Gate No. 8 in the cargo
area of the airport. “All our
aircraft are confirmed safe.
Further updates will be pro-
vided as the situation deve-
lops,” a spokesperson for
HSIA told the media.

The interim govt has for-
med a seven-member com-
mittee to investigate the fire.

A fire burns through the cargo section of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in Dhaka on Saturday

The probe body will iden-
tify the cause of the fire, as-
sess damage, determine re-
sponsibility and recom-
mend measures to prevent
future incidents. The com-
mittee will submitareportto
the MD and CEO in five wor-
kingdavs.

Responding to the fire out-
break inlight of othersuch in-
cidents in the recent past, the
interim govt said on Saturday
night it is aware of “public
concern” regarding some ma-
jor fires at several locations

across the country, and any
credible evidence of sabotage
or arson would invite swift
and resolute action.

“We wish to assure all citi-
zens that the security servi-
ces are investigating each in-
cident thoroughly and protec-
ting lives and property with
utmost vigilance,” a state-
ment shared by the Chief Ad-
viser's press wing said.

No act of criminality or
provocation would be allowed
to disrupt public life and the
political process.
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India moots airline health
score to protect airports

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: When airlines
face financial troubles or
shut down, they leave behind
unpaid bills owed to air-

ports. Raising concerns over

losses suffered by airports,
India has proposed the cre-
ation of a global ‘Airline
Health Score' (AHS), in a
working paper presented at
the recently concluded Inter-
national Civil Aviation Or-
ganisation’s 42nd Assembly
in Montreal.

AHS isasystem toratefi-
nancial and operational
strength of airlines. It would
help airports protect them-
selves from losses caused by
delayed payments or airline
failures. India said the new
score would make it easier
for airports to judge the fi-
nancial reliability of the air-
lines. AHS will be a perform-
ance index for airlines, help-
ing airports gauge if an air-
line can pay the bills raised
by the airport. “Airport oper-
atorsextend critical services
— including aeronautical
and ground handling — of-
ten on credit. In the absence
of an early warning system

WHAT INDIA PROPOSES TO ICAO

» Support for global working
group to study and develop
standardized Airline Credit
Score Rating system
Encourage cooperation from
states, airport operators, and
industrgr assu-::iations

factor, fleet alge1 Aircraft Flylng
Hours, Aircraft on Ground Hours
Financial Metrics: Revenue per
available seat kilometer (RASK),
cost per ASK (CASK), liquidity
ratios

Safety Metrics: Incident/acci-
dent rates, audit findings, SMS
maturity.

Customer Experience: Com-
plaint resolution rate, baggage
handllng. dlgitaF adoption

Data-ch'lven I.everagmg ICAD
eTools, airline filings, and na-

tional databases

Scalable: Applicable to both
domestic and international
operators

Transparent: With periodic public
disclosures and benchmarking
> AAl operates about 134 air-
ports and provides air navigation
facilities

» According to govt data, Indian
carriers owed outstanding dues
worth 72189 crores and foreign
carriers, 7285 crores to AAl, as of
March 2019

or creditworthiness indica-
tor, operators are unable to
proactively mitigate risks
associated with airline fi-
nancial distress or failure,”
the paper said. The proposed
AHS would use data from pub-

lic and regulatory sources to
create a single score showing
how healthy an airline is. It
would look at operational per-
formance, financial indica-
tors, safety records, and cus-
tomer service,



A
"I f[aa=ga= wiftevo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate
DAINIK BHASKAR DELHI 19 OCTOBER 2025

fe o e wan gfean @ wim,
250 I T, fEaTet Ut atedt WNa

72 fooohl| foem g fooel oA 9=l wr e
F TS USME-138 i fewa Beea & =9
YERAR i Hae FE 981 J TR S 787-8
AR fagE 9 dafEd 3 9t aEdiE and
& &HNUT 250 H =E TR el o fHeE e
T | -9 U 10 9T

e | areent waw EfEa..

U3 $fEA 7 viER F1 50 F e e
Th-1ehl Ha48 1l 56T & =idd 391 18 &l
T2 Tt Fl Eee J e S S F R 8
B AR & Joe FiE Bed T 8H &
TR F5 Wi 1 57 e S | S ™=
1 T 1 379 20 e = e 4 9%
o T 21 G A I S 20 e
&1 T W T8 o, TG 3 19 STE i gE
WIHEE ol Yelge H e S @ 8, s et
# A w41 TR



AN

g faa=aw= uifsseon

AIRPORITSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR

DELHI

19 OCTOBER 2025

€T D) 3 5 o s aw 10 | 12 fime 9 e

fereet W Te derit 2028 9,
BATAT fehram BT 2500

Fdieie & U | A Wl ([

THT SR TS E UT ST AT
va, framsr el | o foell

mﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂiﬁfﬂaﬁaﬁg
| TS T A F
2028 FF W & IEOH l{mé‘uﬂﬂ
TIF WA A 9 T
W T 4 & = o Az = oo
1 o & e fryg W e
U 7 T gEe (S A
T%-3F UE ofEn) w e el
&1 Sieieiy A 24 feem hHESTE
e (Siei) B ot 2 e R

e T % S ety fHE oy
FATE, FF=-19 ﬁ;{mﬁﬁrﬁ A
ofeel  FAUeH FEAT AE
HETE T TR T 41 gt @
1| T e 3 o = 3 il e
T e 2 ot S s e
e T e S
& T # T WRREY A
o o R @ S| 7R R O
g g 3 e mem 3
A # TEE A W o
ﬁﬁﬁ—mﬂﬁﬁﬁ|w€$ﬁ$
WG 4 e R, e, mheaEE
3 UFTE <R SRl o TeF 9 WH o
U | = T €1 SEele U e
10 | 12 fome & w=n &) Inssem
TR | e faer w1 wee BReE
FTH 500 F. Win =i T 1 AEA
2| Tl % = A dad, SeEE ik
e v 3= 991 v o off e
oY F 3EN fEEE 9 8 1 T
#1 3 %t ot & ot @ B S
EM| 9 8 B W A S e
#| TE AR T T 1 #een et &
e # 10 T i 3t ofteeE S
H 90w, T 377HER T 201 | ke
ufteEH @ 5 W E o o W v
TEA €, TEE S0 # A
1% AR TR VT 0W

oA W 1 Sl W | e
2 70 UEai e e, e
weer o i wtam-fam fremA
o = g e §1 e 4000 B
AERTN 25~ # W 3T 1000 BRI
UIE 221 T B 9 EiE 350 Y
=21 2 5 400 7 5 SR 21 T U
T, AfeEE waEpa, ok A,
a#q‘gﬁaq‘am?ﬁgmﬁéw
51 % [0 T B

« YIEHT 2fthe = ¥ 1% R F 9
e #, Ty el o 08 o e |
« TAT TR TR 6, A e

\

HIFD FTe1... Caril DI e g B A

q IHM 0 FEA, FH @ A 3|
» Al cehe] AaHTE: 799 9 SA9E A0,
A 3o 3 S0 =E AR
T | W -3 3l S &
ﬂiﬂrﬁmw e & 2 1

o AR
ﬂmﬁm it fag afe e o
2 fiwr o e femniae B T B

T T 60% T w9 E

« i % fee, uEee o, e
A TR a=H § gl T g

= SOMHT 3AT: Bigswe g § 7oy
Tl = 21 F w | 5 Wl
A wee T A § T Heh)

A

SRR, Wel WOH | &l o1 Wbl afeure

P S~

afidE & fm
E=sick ol
HERR & 50 Rl 9T 1000 #eitea e = @

YRl T 2T EE A D
1 W W S e e

R A e w e ) BRI T 20x25 T

e, famer = | 300

faret wer T2 S St
F 21 e W W | e,
Hiferam e A2 st &) 9% o
=7t # 90 fiFe @ Sﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬂ:%
EEETTH T HEm
Egnnmgﬁﬂl T T A
ﬂaﬂﬁuﬁ?#gﬁvﬁlmﬁﬁs
qEA ¥l 2 Hiel
E 5%?%@@%
= Higw | T Ziten, PR uE 2
fer ai e e (Fafrada
et wize) W i = = W R

® g F1 7 5 7% gy g, A6 8 Fw

T T £ et # faE 12012 Hiet e TR

e & O 32 WY
] T+ T AT A
TR T T S w1
#1 et ol o Andt 3 e
el T i e e 6
STZHIH % AR 91 I W w==
i T & = et o TEE
T e f s s e i
TETH TR w i ot
Tt w1 g T O, o o

S A 35 I R

T F # 3

T (et sy 35 Zer st BiEfeRe St &) #ifvrr # o T g

F1 AT T, 3T A F AT qH] -

faeeh & waw d=rdt 2028 H...
FE F HER T R Fete ufEeE
TSR (TP ) R e e o

TRl THH ($0UHT) & 9 &

L = @ #1 and

i

Gl

#mmaﬂ%maﬁm@%mﬁ
L TR BIH O IR © TEUsEAE
e o 21 & W= ow= ¢ B 2028 T

FiAfH AR I o )

o # o0l 9%, W o 99 TE T

- gl fei e, A, 7o G

29 7 o0 AR W OS O FH W E ¢ avas
e e wiiA 2El % O = R fF 2050
7 i | Fen W o fafeme amfE
S 7% Td T 81 W 39 1Y F e
gfeT 1 T €, T T W, S S
feifommion SAPTE 277 2971 1 o o @ T N 2



AN
"I f[Aa=9w= wifeevo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHBANDHU

DELHI

il vawaw A wdieoht
30 3T U350-900 feF=

=2 Tooett | Brams Jar saat g
& OTEE B 30 ST E350-900
Feromeit 25t =rfte @1 oo aidr Ben
T maTETEs S o e
ferafan &t & aomen Fs < &
eI U3 50-900 fawrs & weE
siftreare & & A0 B UmE e #
agete & foe ®ere e | 3ue
femset 2w a@e & o9 g3 50-
900 e & aigz Bo & s
70 fremet & wite sfter & B
sgtar fasar an ) Shon &
ErEwr At dieT Toad o
w1 s o 3t vedts femes &
wier ST ToaTET & T T
H el 6 WA & OH
Ieormate & s fres aas B4 a0
st & 378 & e Sudt &
uEet are args ard R o &3
& anfaret weet B Ban & w=a
g an ot ot oft ot Tt &
fere augam #a ¥

19 OCTOBER 2025



_ AN

HIg fAu=9w= uifsevor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN DELHI 19 OCTOBER 2025

SIS f[a9H # @IE, 33H 36

7 fewell, 0 foert oo it
W UHT 35 % UF e
fom d speam w0 g
AR T TEE T
W9 I 250 | A I =
& 39 WET § T )

s Al = 20
& Site e = = 9 £
warr =fE J wifoan ) w

?W'ﬂftﬁﬂﬂ*—fn
’?Tﬂ_’ﬁmmm
gars 138 e F s
o % EM T e T
ﬂmThﬁlraTﬂqﬁmj.ﬁ
o R o g el v
4 HE- WA W ged o
BEU4 W O W O )
TR, FES W oaae FEn
AEE AR WO B



AN

IR fasr=g== wiftiepvor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

DELHI

19 OCTOBER 2025

80 3RY BIe & A1 ¥ fawR B U3R g

TR T & Tl

# Rl wm oww &
e el o e S
tﬁﬁlﬁﬂ"-ﬁmmﬂ
A wfa 3 99 21 6 fn
zﬁmﬁmﬁaﬂﬁﬁ
ﬁmﬁﬂmﬁgmml
foem e = mEw W
T AW # W S A E
e andl 7 dign sl vavay
8 wa 570 7 el ¥ i
1 Tl 1 & AE A
7 @ FfE 8 300 R g
T

a0 ST A W R
mamﬂ’fﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁm
¥ at d 39 W = g
f'\ﬁ_"ll-ﬂmm‘aﬁi?
Al Wt 80 W e A
F AR S st e
F wm wE T W F e

» ficiiita & e o &
M 1% vl T

\ wpadiams  TF 9 R

o ufirn, bl AR
® o 15 wel W
M]ml mm

570 foal et mra 1w
fam ngl:—"ﬁﬁﬂ-‘l‘ﬁ"‘ﬂ $E|ET{-1
d e fom T e W
ey & 3 2023 o 470 e
1 o &% F = 2025 § 100
forT = T R T E
AR ifEAr 300 3R A0 fEE
wln B awe W
W W B R s
af 2025 % sia W af 2026
ER O R
TEARE (1000 fAEE),

SA  UAERE (1000
famm) sl wmEw wred
prEEs (400 fmE) we
Emﬁmﬂmmﬁl

T\ W

g fEE & e s
ot Eude e 3w B
ol foraR A 9 &
S H SR U e
s | feinde St T
Flaeael o e A
t“:.l.'a BRI &1 = l."l gt
F T W e e A
S B i % g e
bl G SR i




_ AN

RO A= wiYsson

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

MUMBAI

IndiGo to purchase 30 more
wide-body A350 planes

IndiGo on Friday signed a
contract with Airbus to buy an
additional 30 A350-900 air-
craft, taking the total firm
ormders for the wide-body
planes to B0,

Thecountry's largest airline,
which has been expanding its
international network, has
now the purchase rights for
another 40 A350 family air-
craft.

Theairline said it has signed

a contract with Airbus con-
firming the conversion of 30
out of its 70 purchase rights of
Airbus AS50-800 aircraft into
firm crders.

"With this, IndiGo doubles
its wide-body order from 30 to
60 Airbus A350-900 aircraft,” it
said in a release,

In June, both sides had inked

a Memorandum of
Understanding (Moll) for these
additional 30 aircraft. 11

18 OCTOBER 2025
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Passengers stranded
as glitch grounds Air
India plane in Milan

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India passengers re-
turning to India for the
Deepavali holidays were
stranded after their flight
from Milan in Italy to Delhi
on Friday was cancelled
following a snag.

Young mothers ex-
pressed worries about
food for their toddlers, and
others were concerned
about elderly passengers
allegedly abandoned at the
airport.

The flight (Al 138) was
scheduled to take off from
Milan at 9 p.m. local time.

No valid visa

At least some passengers
have been informed that
they will be accommodat-
ed on a flight four days la-
ter on October 21, leaving
them without a valid visa

or spare cash.

While some of the pas-
sengers were taken to a ho-
tel outside Milan, they
were later told by the hotel
to check out without not-
ice, one passenger told The
Hindu.

Seat availability

Air India, in a press state-
ment, said that passengers
affected were provided ho-
tel accommodation and
were rebooked on alterna-
tive flights on or after Oc-
tober 20, based on seat
availability with Air India
and other airlines.

In one case where a pas-
senger’s Schengen visa was
due to expire on October
20, the traveller was re-
booked on another air-
line’s flight departing Mi-
lan on October 19 to ensure
compliance with her visa
validity.

18 OCTOBER 2025
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On Nov. 9, China Eastern to

restart Shanghai-Delhi flights

Chiina Eastern Afrlines will restart Highits between
Shanghai and New Delhi from November 9 with
thrice weekly Mlights, CCTV sabd. They will be
operated on Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday.
DGCA officials say there are also requests from
Chinese carriers such as Air China (Beijing-New
Deelhi flights) and Shandong (Kunming -Delhi
flights) for passenger services as well as China
Southern (Guangzhou -Delhi) and Sichuan
Airline’s (Chengdu-Delhi) for cargo services,
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China Eastern Airlines
to resume direct flights
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{ BUSINESS } EXPANSION PLAN

IndiGo to buy 30
A350-900 planes

..

IndiGo ...~

IndiGo on Friday announced a firm order to buy
30 more A350-900 planes from Airbus as India's
largest airline seeks to have more wide-body aircraft
forits international expansion. The airline, which has
been increasing its international operations, has over
400 planes in its fleet and over 900 aircraft on order.
With the latest announcement from IndiGo, which
did not disclose financial details, the total confirmed
orders for A350-900 now stands at 60. Separately, it
has signed an agreement with Rolls-Royce to equip
its Airbus A350 fleet with Trent XWB-84 engines. HTC
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Airfaressoarduring Diwali, Kali
Pujadespite DGCA advisory

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 October

Despite a directive from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to ensure
that airfares remain affordable
during the festive season,
ticket prices on key routes to
Kolkata have skyrocketed
ahead of Kali Puja.

Airlines were advised to
increase thenumber of flights
in response tosoaring demand,
but the move seems to have
had little effect on fares.

According totravel portals,
a one-way economy-class
ticket from Mumbaito Kolkata,
which usually costs between
Rs 7000 and Rs 8000, shot
up toanastonishing Rs 27000
on Thursday.

Airfares from Bengaluru,
Delhi, and Hyderabad have
also surged sharply. Even
business-class fares have
climbed steeply, with some
tickets now priced at over Rs
70000, compared to the usual
Rs 30,000-Rs 35000 range.
With Kali Puja on 20 October,
many travellers are taking
advantage of the long festive
weekend that includes Diwali
and Bhai Phonta, prompting
a rush of passengers flying

THURSDAY FIGURES:

» DOMESTIC ARRIVALS -
172 FLIGHTS / 28,933
PASSENGERS

» DOMESTIC DEPARTURES -
171 FLIGHTS / 23,469
PASSENGERS

» INTERNATIONALARRIVALS -
19 FLIGHTS / 3,278
PASSENGERS

» INTERNATIONAL
DEPARTURES - 18 FLIGHTS /
2,114 PASSENGERS

home to Kolkata.

Those who could not make
it during Durga Puja are now
choosing this period o reunite
with family and friends. On
Thursday, airfares from Mumbai
to Kolkata remained around
Rs 27,000, and were still
hovering near Rs 26,500 for
Saturday. Bengaluru-Kolkata
tickets, which typically cost
Rs7000-Rs 8000, were listed
atRs 15,500 on Thursday and
Rs 18,500 for Saturday. From
Delhi, the price jumped from
Rs 7000 to Rs 15000, while
Hyderabad flyers were paying
more than Rs 18,000 for a
one-way trip to the city.

Interestingly, while inco-

ming fares to Kolkata have
spiked, outbound flights to
metros such as Delhi, Mumbai,
and Bengaluru remain at
normal levels.

A senior travel agent said
the surge in fares was driven
by a massive jumpindemand.
“Many people are flying back
hometocelebrate Diwali with
their families. The rushbegan
from Thursday as the long
weekend starts,” he explained.

He, however, noted that the
increase was less drastic than
(WO years ago.

“In 2023, the Mumbai-
Kolkata fare had crossed Rs
40,000.

This year, though it’s still
high, the jump is slightly
moderate,” said the travel
consultant, who added that
hehad booked his own ticket
for Rs 8,000 aday earlier —a
fare now costing nearly Rs
30000, Asked why DGCAs
directive failed to curb the
hike, hesaid, "DGCA advised
airlines to keep fares reason-
able but did not setany upper
limit, so there’s no real cap.”
Airport sources confirmed
that flight movement has
remained almost unchan-
ged despite assurances of
additional services.
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Snag spoils Diwali
plans for 255 flyers
stranded in Milan

Twars Hews Nomwoas

New Delhi: The Diwali plans of 256 passen
pors, andover 1 crow members, besding home
for the fstival wem spoilt when an Air Indin
Dirvaandiner supposod io fly them from Milon o
Delhion Fridny developed manng snd the flight
had 10 be cancellsd, One passenger whose
Sehongen visn wasexpiring on Oct 20 has been
bl on another sl ine whibch s aapposed
o pessch bere befire Diwali while ofbiers will e
s § Boeme cat alter nate Dlghts afes Momcdiay

I @ stabement, Al sabd: A1 £ from Mian
o Dl on Ot 17 was concelload dise (o an ex
terided technboal requirenwnd an the aireraft
schedhelod tooperate theflight, prioritising the
safety of nll passengees and o AR affectd
passrnEnTs: s beon prowvidod b
micingone, Howeeer doe to Hmited o
by aeooimnmodnikons were AFrang

muative Thigh

or alier Oct 20, Due to limited
based on  seat availability,
iility with accommodati

AfrIndinnnd oth
er nidines. Spo mm!&d

cifiendly, one of outside the
the pssenies | jmmediate

whose Schengen PR

visa explres on | vicinity of the

Ot 20, has been ai'pﬂl"[

Ptk e an-

ol i akrlie's dglaL degarting Mikin o Ot 19
o ensure complinnee with her visa valkliiv®
the spokesperson sald.

While regrotting the incomvenbenoe b
pagseregers, Al says it “continues to provide
all necvssary ground pssistance, ncluding
meals, toall affected passengers.,. roaffirm
oarcommitment tothe safety and woll-being
of our passsgers and crew ™

Thet Boeing 787 Dreamliner VT-ANN had
Laken of from Dedlbon Friday (Oee17) 51
P as Al 7T and it reached jes II|.“-II.||‘1I:J|||:|
okl nine hours 1 aking & lopger
roufe by passing Pakistim nirspace. On land
Eng im [taly; a technben] issue was detectsd on
thit nircralt which could be rectified in time
tooperato the rotarn AL to Delhi

Al's legacy wide body fleot remnins the Makh-
armja’s Achilles heel both in terms technical
despatch reliability and onboard exporionoe

Heelore % . another Al Dreamliner
aled saw an Esoe And the Dndlan DGCA T
eniijhit nformaLbon fom Boslng o Usat cise
Envalvig tee BTET seelng s ram ale iurbine
{RAT it osaakbcally deploy fiss beforne toaick
g thoewm. im the T about bee wee ks back.
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UP man held for ‘groping’
techie on Air India flight

Hyderabad: A flver was ar-
rested for allegedly groping
a 38-yeur-old IT professional
on an Alr Indin Express
flight from Chennal to Hyde-
rabad on Friday

The accused has been jde-
ntified s Vinay Singh Cho
uhan, # 33-yearold native of
UP emploved with a constru
ction company in Chennal
“The accused was travelling
to his native place via Hyder-
abad, Hewas under infTuence
off aleohol,” an officer sild

According to police offi
cers ot Hyderabad's Rajiv
Gandhi International Adir-
port, the complainant was

seqpted beside her hushand
and the accused next to the
eotiple, on Flight [X-2882
“*The complainant and
her hushand fiell asleep duiri-
ng the journey Just before
the flight was to land, she felt
someane touching her, Belie
ving ot [Trst that her husband
had brushed against her, she
ignored the contact, But as
the touch felt inappropriate,
she opened her eves and saw
the co-passenger's hand on
her body” a police offioer
sald, She raised an alarm and
confronted the suspect. Crew
were alerted. She lodged a
complaint after landing, me
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5 years later, Chinese carriers to
resume India flights from Nov 9

Tiwies News NeTwoss

New Delhi: China Eastorn Adrlines wi
I b= the first Chinese carrier to resums
direct Indiaflights with a thrice-weekly
sorvice between Shanghal and Delhi
from Nov § after an over five-year lull

IndiGo is the first Indian carrier
that will resume China service witha
daily between Kolkatn and Guangsz-
hou from Oct 26, and then Delhi and
Guangzhou from Nov 10. Alr India
will fiy tothe country before theend of
the yvear and oiher Chinese carriers
will have India flights too

In 2018, India amd China had 535 di-
rect flights, including by Air India, In
diGo, China Souithern and China
Eastern. In March 3290, international
Nights wisrn hjllli'lh‘ilil'illH‘ o il

Sinece the halt, travelling between
India and China meanl doing so
through a third country, mostly in
Southeast Asla

While IndiGo will use its single
alshe Alrbus AX20s on the Mrst two an
nounced China routes, China Eastern
will operate widebody AdS0s

-

IndiGo will be the first Indian
carrier to resume China service
with a Kolkata-Guangzhou daily
from Oct 26. Air India will fly to
the country before year-end

The aviation ministry had sald on
X on Oct 2 that direct Nlights between
{he two countries “follow contlnuois
technical-level engagement between
civil aviation authorities as part of
broader efforts to normalise bilateral
tles. The move will greatly enhance
alr connectivity, support people-to
people exchanges and coniribuie o
thestrengthening of economic collat
oration between the two countries”
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Shanghai-Delhi
flights set to
resume from
November9

Llgvenn. Jansna
taiais « acnie

NEVE TWELIIT, DM e B

Ini o mjor #ep wmmls o

befween Shangha aoud
Dedni, hesfinning November
B, maorking another maor
China-India  route  mviral
afber Dnclign Adrlines=:

The airline will operds
thriceae il teipes — o
Viednesiays, Satumisys and
Sunclays using an Alrbus
ARTRIN wadebody  ainTall
The ourtbsoiand gkt A h
il deprart Shang b Pudiong
Interpalicng Axpord ol 125
o and amrive af Dedhi's Tt
Casudha [nlenatemal Aspord
ol 645 g el e, The
returr ight, BILUSEH, will lene
D=k of 730 o arwl pesch
Shagha Al 4.10 aimn e nexd
iy, Ticlarts for the moaste ane

5 betaween the t
ginnta, Ching Ea

I

e
tha ful
Charn Fastem Airlines’ Chi
u-Indin  network, ingects
T IMeLE I piTs

harysss

wir oerE

=enoperakion v
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Al's Milan-Delhi flight cancelled

NEW DELI, DCToRER i fhght w0 Dedhn and lanving over
An Air India Dresmbiner air- 280 passengers stranded in the
oot fvoed a technical msse ot [aban oty, Mot of the passen
the Milan abport on Friday,  pers haw bemn mebooked in
fomang the afineto concelits flight on October 20— PTI
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