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AAI sends show cause notice
to contractor over delays in

construction of T3 Terminal

It has fixed June 2026 as the final deadline, after missing multiple deadlines. The project, which

took off in 2018, proposes to build an integrated international terminal in two parts at T2467 cr.

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

irports Authority of
A [ndia (AAI) has sent

a show cause not-
ice to the contractor over
delays in the construction
of T3 Terminal building at
Chennai airport.

The phase Il modernisa-
tion work at the city air-
port took off in 2018. The
proposal was to build a
huge integrated interna-
tional terminal in two parts
at a cost of 2,467 crore.

In July 2023, one part of
the integrated building (T2
International  Terminal)
was opened, and in 2024,
the construction of the
next one (T3 Terminal) be-
gan.

The project has missed
multiple deadlines due to a
host of issues. Originally
set to be completed in July
2025, the deadline was re-
vised to December 2025,
and later pushed to March
2026. AAI has now fixed
June 2026 as the final dea-
dline to complete the T3

Slow progress: One part of the integrated building (T2 Terminal) was opened in July 2023, and the
construction of the next part (T3 Terminal) began in 2024. FILE PHOTO

Terminal. Officials of the
AAI said they had been
putting pressure on the
contractor to complete the
work on time.

In May 2025, The
Hindu reported that about
25% of the T3 Terminal
building had been com-
pleted. There has not been
any substantial progress
ever since.

“We are following up
with the contractor, and is-
sued a show cause notice

last month. We cannot ter-
minate the contract at this
stage. This is because we
have to go in for the re-ten-
dering process, and this
will only further delay the
whole project,” an official
said.

Sources said they had
been facing multiple chal-
lenges. First, the contrac-
tor had underquoted the
project in 2018 with the
plan to rope in additional
manpower, expedite the

work, and complete it
ahead of schedule.

“But in early 2020, pan-
demic set in. We felt its im-
pact on the work till 2022.
This was one of the major
causes. Then the prices of
all the building materials
increased several times
since 2018. This resulted in
severe cost escalation for
the contractor. We are try-
ing to see how best to fin-
ish the work as soon as
possible,” a source said.
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Fresh FIR against AAI manager held for fraud

Mew Defhi: Thie (Blhas registiersd
4 fresh AR against a senior nmuan-
ager ol Alnport Authonty of tndia,
Jai pur Airport, for allegedly si
phioning off 118,12 core to his
bank accounts over the last year
Earlier, accused Rahul Vijay
was areded in comection with
ATl 32-crore embezziement case,
whien he was hesdingthe fnance
and accounts branch at AAl's

Dehradun airport from 2019 o
2023, aCBI spokesper son said.
“Searcheswere cond ucted las
week at hisofficial and reside ntial
prermuses in faipur, which bed to
the recovery ol Incriminating ma-
terials, mchuding documents on
properties and valuable securi-
ties,” the CRI spokesperson said,
O September 17, 4 fresh AR
was lodged based ona complang

froarm oo Alchlesh Jain, Manager
(Fmance), on behall af the Officer
im-Charge at Jaipur Airpor

Acronding o the comphunt, Vsay
allepady manipulaed thesysem,
resulting in audulent transac-
tions that inflated payments to
regular and separated AAl e~
ployees under various vauchers,
whiled vertng 1812 crore 1o his
Doy bank acoounis, EMNS
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Flyersrushforselfies withPMModi’s cut-out

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 September

Hundreds of passengers at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) Airport
jostled to take selfies beside
a life-size cut-out of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday, coinciding with
his 75th birthday.

Ajrport authorities said the
rush of passengers eager 1o
capture a moment with the
cut-out forced themto set up
three separate selfie zones
across the terminal.

The cut-outs were placed
atdomestic and international
arrival areas as well as the
security hold zone. By noon,
more than 500 passengers
had posed with the Prime
Minister's image, airport
sources confirmed.

The occasion also marked
the observance of Yatri Seva
Diwas (passenger service
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day). celebrated across airports
under the Airports Authority
of India (AAI).

The day was dedicated to
enhancing  passenger
experience and offering a
variety of [ree services. P R
Beuria, airport director at
NSCBL told The Statesman
that passengers availed
themselves of complimentary
health check-ups, including
blood pressure, blood sugar,
ECG and eve tests.

“Over 200 people underwent
free eye examinations,” he

said. "Passengers took these
services during their waiting
time before departing for
various destinations.”

Children accompanying
travellers also took part in a
drawing competition and an
extempore speech contest,
with prizes distributed to all
participants.

“We are overwhelmed by
the enthusiastic response of
passengers,” Beuria said.

As partof the day’s activities,
elderly travellers and members
of India’s Milly Tree Plantation

initiative planted saplings in
the airport’s arrival garden.

The celebration was
reviewed by senior AAI
officials, including chairman
of AAIL Capt. S K Mallick,
executivedirector (security),
along with Dr Beuria.
Addressing the gathering, the
chairman emphasised that
the event was an opportunity
toreaffirm AATS commitment
to passenger welfare.

“Yatri Seva Diwas is an
opportunity to showcase AAT's
efforts in delivering safe,
secure and world-class services
across our airports,” the
chairman said, highlighting
passenger-centricinitiatives.

Meanwhile, NSCBI Airport
is gearing up for another
milestone on Thursday. Star
Airlines is set to commence
its maiden flight between
Kolkata and Purnia. Airport
director Mr Beuria will formally
inaugurate the service.
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Land marked for Dahod airport

Vadodara: The civil aviation department of the state govtand
the district administration in Dahod have marked out the bo-
undaries for the domestic airport planned in the district.

The pre-feasibility study for the site has already been con-
ducted by the Airports Authority of India. Officials fromthe ci-
vilaviation and revenue departments visited the site near Tad-
hagolaand Sharda village in Zalod taluka of Dahod districton
Tuesday. Police security was maintained considering past in-
cidents of villagers opposing such visits for land acquisition.

An official said 141 hectares of land was being acquired for
the project. T
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Noida airport
inauguration on
Oct 30, flights in

next 45 days

Noida: Noida International
Airport (NTA) will be inau-
gurated on Oct 30, Union ci-
vil aviation minister Kinja-
rapu Rammohan Naidu an-
nounced on Wednesday, re-
ports Aditya Dev,
Passenger operations are ex-
pected to begin within 45 da-
vs of the launch. In its first
phase, the airport will con-
nect around 10 cities, largely
metros. International opera-
tions will start later:

“Major cities like Mum-
bai, Hyderabad, Bengaluru
and Kolkata will be among
the first to be linked. Apart
from passenger operations,
there 1s also significant po-
tential for cargo flights,” Na-
idu said. So far, airport con-
cessionaire Yamuna Inter-
national Airport Private Li-
mited (YIAPL) has signed
agreements with IndiGoand

According to YIAPL, co-
re infrastructure is already
in place and finishing tou-
ches on the domestic termi-
nal are underway Airports
Authority of India (AAIL) is
installing and commissio-
ning equipment at the new
air traffic control tower A
comprehensive Operational
Readiness Activation and
Transition (ORAT) pro-
gramme is being implemen-
ted toensuresmooth functio-
ningfrom dav one. — With in-
puts from Abhijay Jha
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‘Noida airport to be
inaugurated on Oct 30°

Mew Delhi: The Moida

Internaticnal Airport wall be
Inaugurated en October 30,
and ﬂlght operations are
expected to start 45 days
thereafter, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kingarapu Ram Mohan
Maidu has said. The greenfield
airpart is located in the Jewar
area of Gautam Buddh Nagar,
some 75 km from Delhl. em
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Airport shows mixed progress

SANJAY MANDAL AND
SAMARPITA BANERJEE

Caleutta: Washrooms, sig-
nage, and traffic chaos In front
of the terminal — Calcutts alr-
port's persistent trouble spots
surfaced again during passen-
gor Interactions with alrport
authorities on Wednosday.

As part of Yatrl Sewn
Mwas celebrations, officials
greeted arriving passongors
and solicited feedback about
thelr atrport experience. When
Metro spoke soparately with
these traveilers, & famiiar pat-
tern emergsd: some longstand-
Ing issies are heing alddressad,
while others persist.
Signage still lacking
Sowmya Dhara, 85, arrived
from Chennal on Wednes-
day morning with her seven-

month-old daughter. Desplie
knowing 4 baby care room

y -

Ajrport stall greel passengers an Yatri Sewa Diwas

existed somewhere In the ar-
rival area, she conldn’t locate
1t when she needed to fead har
child,

“l know there 158 baby care
room instde the terminal, but
there 15 no slgnage, so I can't
locate It, ™ sald Dhara, who woas
visiting her parents in Hoogh-
Iy districl. “Other alrports
have clear slgnage showling

the baby care room because
thisis a very tmportant facii-
tv. I thare is no clear board or
Indleation, whit 1= the use of
having the taciity™

While pralsing the air-
port's cleinliness and helpful
staff, Dhara emphaglsed that
the signage problem needed
urgent attentdon.

Alrport director Pravit

Ranjan Beurls acknowledged
thi 1s5u6, saying a comimithes
has heen established to Im-
Prove passenger amenitiss,
Including slgnage hased on
traveller feedback. He also
announced plans to expand
baby care facilities from five
to olght rooms, with all oper-
atlons balng handed over 10 a
commearcial agency through
anongolng tender process.

Washrooms cleaner
Metro has often highlightad
the sorry state of washrooms,
Which would be direy and wet.
Theatrport Appears to have
made significant progress on
what was once Its most critl-
claed feature. Rakesh Ral, 65,
travelling with his wife from
Port Blalr o Lucknow, notced
& dramatle Improvement frem
hiaprevious visit

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Airport shows mixed progress

> FROM PAGE 7

“When I came with my wife ln
November last year, 1 found
the washrooms dirty 1 would
avold using them whenever 1
wiis hers,"” sald Bal

“This time, however, the
conditions have improved
a lol. The afrport also looks
much cleaner, Now we can
wait for an hour or even
maore for our connecting
Mght without discomfort.
Until last vear, [ would dread
spending time at Caloutta
alrport, stared I'd have to use
the washroom more than
onee”

Beuria confirmed this rep-
resenied part of a systematic
renovailon effort, “We have
already renovichd 48 out of 69
washrooms in phases, and the
work will be complete by No-
vetnber," he sild.

But it's still work in pro-
gress and more neads to be
done

Traffic chaos persists

While terminal facilities have
improved, the area outslde
the bullding continues to frus-
trate travellers. Anil Raj, who
fMies from Delhl to Caleutts
monthly on work, highlight-
gd the ongoing congestion

problem.

“The facllities at the afr-
port are better now, but the
traffle chaos amnd congestlon
need to be resolved,” said
Ra). “In Delhl or Mumbal, he
soene 10 front of the terming
18 much better. Normally, 1t
takes me 10 to 15 minutes to gat
ot of the airport after getiing
in a vehicle, but during rush
Ihours it stretches to almoest an

Daspite this eritlelsm,
Raj acknowledged broader
improvements, *] travel fire-
guently, and T must say the
alrport 15 better now. A lot
of refurblshment has been

flone, and the interiors
look much better maintained
thin before. The check-1n has
ils0 Become smoother”™ ho
said.

To address traffic issues,
Bourla sald the alrpaort 18 co-
ordinating with the police
and will provide seven Hoence
plate-detecting cameras (o ba
Installed at arrival-level exit
gates. These will help palice
penalise vehicles that overstay
1n plekup Londs.

Progress made

The passenger feedback re-
voals an alrport In transition.
While systematic Improve-

ments In washroom facill-
tles and terminal aesthetics
are paying dividends, baslc
waviinding and extornal
traffic management remain
problematlc. The establish-
ment of passenger feadback
committees and technological
solutions like licence plate
detectlon cameras suggest
alrport anthorities are taking
i more structured approach to
addressing these longstanding
Issues,

Whether these measures
will finally resolve Calcutta
alrport’s most persistont pas-
senger paln polnts remains to
be seen.
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Amenities to backend, N Mum
airport to go digital from Day 1

Tines News NeTwonk

Mumbial: When Navi Murmbs
alairportstarts handling com-
metrcial fMights, 1t will be ndi
a's first sirport to be digital
From Dy e

Possenpers can still hold
anto their paper boarding pas-
ses of o digital if they plense
But backend operations will
largely be poperless. What will
also be different 1= that emplo-
vees of varions stakeholders
such as the alrpori operator
airlines, ground handling oo
mpanies, securlty agenches
mmong others, will have access
to riep - Eme dnfor mation about
the nirport on their mobile ph-
amed vin an in-hoose app ndo
rmation from within the ter
minal buikding such as the
length of passenger gueiss
nnd baggage delivery status,
or from airside movement of
alrcraft and ground sehicles
on Funway and txiways
til svstem is cur
el atthe Mum-
Bad atrport, making it the “dl
gital twin™ of the upeoming
Nawl Mumbal aleport, The
Mumbai airport introdoced
thie in-howse app ealled “ario”
lust Sopt. The app streamlines
processes and enhances colla-
boration to ensure smoother
operntions, said Adani Enter
prises” subsidinry Adani
parts Holdings Litd (AAHL) on
Weidneada:, announeing a sul
e of digital initlatives ahead
of Navi Mumbal alrport's in
aunguration on Sept 30 by Pri-
e Mindsrer Modi, Ailo brid
g thir blggiest shlos that exist
in the aviation industry today
by demoeratizingdatn and ma
king it accessible neross part-
NET SOy SEETR, ” itanid.

1If a baggage convevor beli.
for instance, starls vibrating
abnormally, the adrport main
tenance crew will immediste-
I getanotificatbon alerton the
apgp. Integration of location-
detecting technology allows
airports w0 reoejve real-time
positional data of aireraft sned
gronind vehices, redicing e
ir reliance on aidines for this

'PRE-BOOK LOUNGE, HOTEL, CAB & SHOP ON APP'

I

-

Adani Enterprises’
subsidiary Adani Airports
Holdings Ltd (AAHL) on
Wednesday announced a
suite of digital initiatives:
= In-house aviio mobile

app for stakeholders
engaged at the airport
Adani One app for passengers
| A digltal platform that
combines all airpart

Lorvices In one place

Information, “Alrpert teams
can accurntely monitor ey
metrics such as different nir-

raft’s runway oocupancy ti-
me(ROT)and taxi times, enakb-
ling proactive mamagement
and optimizmtion of vital run-
way resources,” sald AAHL,
For pessenger management
through terminal, for Instan-
o, Information gathersd at
the alrport entry gate such as
volumesal passengersorratio
of men towomen entering wo-

A passenger who has scanned thelr boanding pass on the app,
for instance, will get real-time update when their check-in bag
s lnaded onto the comveyor belt at arrivals

‘Alrport in a Box' | > This makes it easier to expand
A smart digital sys- % airports without starting from
tem designad for ef- | scratch each time

ficient, scalable, and l\‘—'/ —

replicable operations —

» Mavi Mumbal airport will

replicate digital systems and

learnings currently
| underway at

\\E'J Mumbai zirport

Meta Analysis

I nits initial phase, Navi Mumbai will handle 20 million passengers
per annum. Digitisation makes airpocts seamless, data-

driven and passenger-friendsy, but it also raises the stakes on
cybersecurity. Robust cyber defences become crucial to protect
critical systems, sensitive data and passenger information.

uld b avatlabde (o the CISF
personne]l manning the secu-
rity checks. It will help them
decide whather to increase or
decreasa the relevant pend
er-based security checkpoints

Om the digitisstion of pas-
senperameniiies, [or inslance,
arrival Oyers who have scan-
ne thedr loard ing pass on the
Adani One pessangor app wo-

at plans 1o el passenpers pr
book their siots in the pre-dep-
arture securiny gueus,” said
un offfeinl. Dopartiore pussen
pera can order amealora heve-
rageron theoppand have itdeli
vered at their boarding gate.
PSSR re rs can pre-hook loumn.
ges, ciths, hotels, earn rewands,
shog and track Nghts on the
app. AAHL said: “We nre cons-

18 SEPTEMBER 2025

ulil getan slertwhen theirche-
kil bag §s loaded onto the
conveyor belt. “We're looking

tantly {mvesting in upsrading
our cybsrsecurily as the i
reat profile keeps changing
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Metro-3; SoBo-I2 ride
to take just 45mins,

cost /0 from Sept 30

@timesofindia.com
AC ride between south
Mumbai and the airport’s
T2 will be just around 45 min-
utes— peak hour or not! With
thefinallegof the MetroLine
3 to be inaugurated on Sept
30, the journey to T2 entrance
from SoBo will also be cheap-

P Navi Mumbai to be a
‘digital airport’, Other Bk

er than any other public tra-
nsport. For, the maximum fa-
re for the entire 33.5km Cuffe
Parade-Aarey stretch will be
Rs 70 and the travel time 54
minutes.

Thecity’sfirst fully under-
ground metro line is expected
to be a generational transport
shift, away from choked roads
and overburdened local trai-
ns. This has left taxi drivers
and BEST officials worried
they may lose achunkof their

ManthanK.Mehta
In less than two weeks, an

_SL Shanth Kumar

The mterlurs of the CSMT
station. Ridership on Metro-3 is
expected to reach nearly 2 lakh

regular clientele,

TheMetro's final leg inclu-
des Kalbadevi & Girgaon stat-
ions which were once at risk
of being excluded from the In-
itial launch due to civil & syst-
ems-related delays. Located in
congested & structurally sen-
sitive areas, thev faced early
setbacks but are now on track
for full commissioning, accor-
dingtoMMRC.P2&3
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Noida airport to
start ops from

Oct 30, will link
10 cities inPh1

Noida: Noida International
Airport (N1A) will be inaugu-
rated on Oct 30, Union civil av-
iation minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu announ-
ced on Wednesday. Passenger
operations are expected to be-
gin within 45 days of the
launch, reports Aditya Dev.
In its first phase, the airport
will connect around 10 cities,
largely metros. International
operations will startlater. “Ci-
ties like Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru and Kolkata will
beamongthefirsttobelinked.
Apart from passenger ope-
rations, there is also signifi-
cant potential for cargo
flights,” Naidu said during an
eventat Hindon civil terminal
in Ghaziabad. So far, the air-
port concessionaire Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited (YIAPL) has signed
agreements with IndiGo and
Akasa Air. Akasa plans to use
Noida airport as a hub for
both metro and regional rou-
tes, IndiGo, designated as the
launch carrier, is expected to
anchor operations and ex-
pand connectivity from the
new airport. According to the
concessionaire, core infrast-
ructure isalready in place and
finishing touches on domestic
terminal are underway. ( With
Inputs from Abhijay Jha)
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Families of A-Icrash
victims file cases against
Boeing, Honeywell

The familles of four among 241 passengers
killed inthe.June 12 crash of an Air India(A-1)
Boeing 787 said In a lawsuit that the accident
resulted from allegedly faulty fuel switches,
which the US Federal Biilein Adminisira-
tion has said do not appearto have caused the
accident. The lawsuit filed on Tuesday in
Delaware Superior Court blames Boelng and
Honeywell, which made the switches, forthe
crash seconds after Flight 171 took off for
London from Ahmedabad. The plaintiffs
point to a 2018 FAA advisory that recom-
mended. but did not mandate, operators of
several Boeing models, including the 787,
inspect the fuel cutoff switches” locking
mechanism toensure it could not be acciden-
tally moved. REUTERS
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Air India Express becomes IATA member

MUMBAI, DHNS: Inanimport-
ant development in India’s
aviation sector, Air India Ex-
press has officially become a
member of the International
Air Transport Association
(IATA), underscoring the air-
line’s commitment to global
best practices in safety, op-
erations, and customer ex-
perience.

This is a significant mile-
stone at a time when it has
been rapidly expanding its
fleet, network, and partner-
ships, according to an Air In-
dia Express press statement
issued on Wednesday.

IATA represents some 350
airlines from more than 120
countries, accounting for over
80% of global air traffic.

A condition for IATA mem-
bership is the IATA Opera-
tional Safety Audit (I0OSA),
which is the global industry
standard for airline opera-
tional safety auditing. Airlines
have to comply with over 900
standards in order to achieve
their IOSA registration.

“Becoming a part of
the IATA family is a proud
moment for us,” said Aloke
Singh, Managing Director,
Air India Express.
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Kin of four Al
crash victims
sue Boeing,
Honeywell

REUTERS
September 18

THE FAMILIES OF fouur passem
gers killed in the june 12 arash
of an Air India Boeing 787 said
in a lawsuit that the accident
resulted from allegedly faulty
fuel switches, which the US
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has said don't ap pear to
have caused the accident that
killed 260 people,

The suit filed ina Delawane
court blames Boeingand Honey-
well, which made the switches,
torthe crash secondsafter Flight
171 took off for London from
Ahredabad. The plaintiffs point
toa 201 8 FAA advisoryt hat rec-
ommended, but did not man
date,operatorsof several Boeing
maodels, induding the 787,
inspect the fuel cutoff awitches’
locking mechanism,

The Al reraft Accident [ves
tigation Bureau s preliminary
probe report said AirIndia had
not cond ucted the suggested
inspections, and that mainte-
nance records showed that the
jet's throttle control module was
replated in 20019 and 3023,
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{0 Hindmstan Times
{ PLAINTIFFS BLAME FAULTY FUEL SWITCHES }

Kin of Al crash VlCtlIl’lS sue

Iteutm
b[!ErLE hindustaniimes.com

MEW YORK: The families of four
passengers killed in the June 12
crash of an Air India Bozing 787
satd in a lawsuil that the accl-
dent resulted from allegedly
fanlty fuel switches, which the
115 Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has said do not appear to
have caused the accident that
killed 260 people.

The lawsuit filed on Wednes-
day in Delaware Superior Court
hlames Boeing and Honeywell,
which made the switches, for the
crash seconds afver Might 171
took off for London from the
Indian city of Ahmedabad.

The plaintiffs point to a 2018
FaA advisory that recom-
mended, but did not mandare,
operators of several Boeing mod-
els, including the 787, inspect the
fuel cutoff switches' locking
mechanism (o ensure it could
nol be accidentally moved.

India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau's {AAIB)
prefiminary investigation report
into the crash stated that Air
India had not conducted the sug-
gested Inspections, and that
maintenance records showed
that the throttle control module,
wihdch includes the fuel switches,
was replaced in 2009 and 2023
on the plane involved in the
crash,

The repart noted “all applica-
ble airworthiness directives and
alert service bulletins were com-

260 people, inchuding 229 on
board AL-171, were killed in
the June 12 disaster. BTl

plied with on the aireraft as well
as engines”.

In a fragment of the cockpit
voice recording, one pilot is
heard asking the other why he
had moved the switches o olf
position, and the other respond-
ing that he had not. It later
turned out that the co-pilot was
the one wha asked the question
of the captain.

Boeing declined to comment
and Honeywell did not immedi-
ntely respond 10 a request for
comimenL

The lawsuit maimains that the
switches are in a place in the
cockpit where they were more
likely to be inadvertently pushed,
which “effectively guaranteed
that norrmal cockplt activity could
result in inadvertent fuel cutoff”

However, aviation safety
experts told Reuters that they
could nat be accidentally lipped
based on their location and

Blrd stnke rez.ults in

AlLX flight making

emergency landing
VISHAKHAPATNAM: An
Adr India Express flight to
Hyderabad with 103 pas-
sEngers made an emer-
gency landing in Visakha-
patnam on Thursday, fol-
lowing an engine
problem after a suspected
bird hit mid-air, officials
said, “After departing
Vizag, the pilot reported
some prablem in the
engine. The flight lended
sately and passenpers
were deboarded,” Visa-
khapatnam  Airport
director N Purushottam
sald. The airline later
confirmed the incident,
saving. “One of our gir-
craft suffered a bind strike
at Visakhapatnam and
returned to the alrport
after take-off.” M

design,  Although most acci-
dents are caused by a combing-
tiom of factors, legal expents say
lawyers representing victims'
families tend to target manufac-
turers because they do not face
the same limits on liability
enjoyed by airlinegs, Such strate-
gies can also increase the
prospect of using US courts,
which are widely seéen as more
generous o plaintiffs than many
[oreign courts.

Boeing, Honeywell

Plea in SC seeks full
disclosure of details

Abraham Thomas

|ettersihindustantames com

NEW DELHI: Non-profit Safety
Matters Foundation on Thurs-
day filed a petition in the
Supreme Court secking full dis-
closure of the data pertaining
to the crash ol Air India Flight
171 on June 12 in Ahmedabad,
and a court-monitored probe
by an independent investigator,

The organisation's petition,
which is vet to be heard,
claimed that the preliminary
report released by the Afreraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
{AAIB) on July 12 violates the
Aircraft (Investigation of Acci-
dents and Incidents) Rules,
2017, that requires full disclo-
sure of all factual data,

The foundation, through its
founder — Amit Singh, a pilot
wha has flown over 17,000
hours on Boelng 777 and Alr-
bus 32 — pointed out that the
report contains selective disclo-
sures, such as paraphrased ref-
crences o cockpit voice record-
Ings without timestamps, full
transcripts, or corroborative
context.

The preliminary rteport
appeared to clear both the air-
craft manufacturer Boeing and

the engine maker GE of any
technical lapse, saying that the
fuel switches of both engines
moved to off position after
take-off (resulting in the crash),
and reproduced a fragment of
the conversation between the
two pilots with one asking the
other why he had moved the
switches to ol position, and the
other responding that he had
not, It later turned out that
co-pilot Clive Kunder was the
one who asked the question to
Captain Sumeet Sabharwal,
Several media reports since
have blamed the pilots and
attributed various motives to
them.

The petition cited conflict of
interest as another ground to
doubt the credibility of the
repart as three out of the five
members of the investigating
team belong o the DGCA, Alr
Safety - Western Reglon,

The petition sought all basic
factual data pertaining to the
accident to be made public. It
further sought for appointment
af an independent investigator
of sufficient qualification and
standing to conduct the probe
under supervision and control
af the top court o oversee and
monitor the ongoing probe,
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AIRINDIA 171 CRASH

Kin of 4 victims sue

Boeing, Honeywell,
allege negligence,
faulty fuel switches

SUKALP SHARMA
MEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE FAMILIES of four passengers
killedinAir India flight 171 crash
onjune 12 havefiled alawsuit in
the US against planemaker
Boeing and aircraft component
maker Honeywell, allegingneg-
ligence regarding the engine fuel
control switches for the disaster
that killed 260 peaple.

The lawsuit is currently the
only known case filed in the US,
where Boeing is based, by fami-
lies of the victims.

According to The Lanier Law
Firm, representing the families
of Kantaben Dhirubhai
Paghadal, MNaavya Chirag
Paghadal, Kuberbhai Patel, and
Babiben Patel, the lawsuit, filed
in Delaware Superior Court,
seeks compensatory and puni-
tive damages from Boeing and
Honeywell. The law firm, how-
ever, did not specify the quan-
tum of compensation being
sought from the two companies.

The AAIB's preliminary probe
found that both the switches,
manufactured by Honeywell
and installed by Boeing with a
locking mechanism, transi-
tioned from '‘RUN to 'CUTOFF
moments after liftoff.

The lawsuit says that these
switches are installed in a “high
traffic” locationimmediately be-
hind and adjacent to the thrust
levers that pilots continuously
manipulate during takeoff. It al-
legesthat Honeywell and Boeing
knew the locking mechanism
could easily be turned off inad-
vertently or could be missingalto-
gether Italso refersto the Spedal
Airworthiness  Information
Bulletin (SAIB) issued by the US

Both switchestransitioned
from ‘RUN' to ‘CUTOFF
moments after liftoff,
preliminary probe found

FAAin December2018 regarding
potential disengagement of fuel
control switchlocking feature.
The preliminary report had
mentioned this specific SAIB, is-
suedafterafew 737 operators said
that some fuel control switches
were installed with the locking
feature disengaged. Since the SAIB
was only advisory and not
mandatory,Air India had not car-
ried out the inspection on the ill-
fated aircraft. The throttle control
modulewaslastchanged in2023
on the plane, and no defect related
to switcheswas reported since.
After the report’s released, FAA
and Boeing maintained fuel con-
trol switches on Boeing aircraft are
safe. Experts say acadental move-
ment of the spring-loaded
switchesis not quite possible.
However, the law firm said in
arelease there is no evidence
Boeing and Honeywell had
alerted A-lor othercustomers the
switches must be inspected and
repaired for passenger safety and
did not ship replacement switches
tothose airlines for installation. "It
i5 shocking Honeywell and Boeing
both knew of this danger and did
absolutely nothing toprevent the
inevitable catastrophe thatoc-
curred on June 12" said Benjamin
Major, co-counsel forthe families.

S TheIndianEXPRESS

Fri, 18 SEp'
https://epaj ]
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PIL in SC seeks full info about
cause of Al crash in Ahmedabad

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: An NGO work-
ing in the area of aviation
safety moved Supreme
Court Thursday seeking a
direction to govt and Direc-
tor General of Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureauto
make public the data re-
trieved from the black box
and the cockpit voice record-
er (CVR) of AT, which
crashed soon after takeoff at
Ahmedabad on June 12, kill-
ing all but one passenger.
Safety Matters Founda-
tion, through advocate Pra-
nav Sachdeva filed a PIL ac-
cusing authorities of provid-
ing selective and incomplete
information coupled with
premature attribution of
cause to pilot error while
overlooking systemic faults.
“The tragedy claimed hun-
dreds of innocent lives, leav-
ing families devastated, and
any improper handling of the
investigation would not only

affect public trust but would al-
so impact aviation safety

When citizens entrust their

lives to air travel, they do so on
the faith that the State will en-
sure a regime of transparency;
accountability, and fairness in
the probeof accidents,” it said.

The NGO headed by Capt
Amit Singh, who was deeply
associated with Air Asiaand
Indigo airlines, referred to
the statement of the lone
crash survivor, Vishwash-
kumar Ramesh, and said his
account directly contradicts
the insinuation of deliber-
ate pilot error and provides
critical first-hand evidence
of electrical anomalies and
the sequence of impact.

“The preliminary report
is incomplete, selective and
lacking in transparency,
thereby undermining the
credibility of the investiga-
tive process and the trust of
the travelling public. By with-
holding critical data, omit-
tingsafetyrecommendations,
disregarding documented
technical anomalies, and pre-
maturelyattributing blameto
the pilots, the respondent
has created a skewed narra-
tive that fails to serve the
preventive purpose of an air
accident probe,” it said.
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IndiGo flight
aborts landing,
touches down
in 2nd attempt

Jodhpur: Fear gripped more
than 200 passengers aboard a
Mumbai-Jodhpur IndiGo
flight (6E 274) that aborted
landing and hovered over
Jodhpur for some time be-
fore finally touching ground
on the second attempt on
Thursday. The flight was
running behind schedule
and was slated to land at
Jodhpur airport at 1.50pm.
“We were preparing for
landing. Just before the air-
craft’s wheels could touch the
ground, the pilot pulled the
plane back up into the air and
remained airborne for about
1520 minutes, hovering
around the city before finally
landingat 2.26pm,"” said a pas-
senger. Those on board pan-
icked, unahle to understand
what had happened. When the
Aight finally touched ground,
relieved flyers applauded the
pilot, the passenger said,
Sources said a momentary
technical glitch had led the pi-
lot to abart the landing on the
first trv and reattempt it a few
minutes later; IndiGo officials
were unavailable for comment.
A similar scare had jolted
passengers aboard an IndiGo
Kolkata-Jaipur flight Wesdnes-
day when the plane suddenly
lifted off during landing, and
after circling in the Jaipur sk-
ies for about 20 minntes, man-
aped to touch down safely. ™
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SpiceJet cancels
Dubai-Pune flight,
flyers stranded

Joy.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

Pune: More than 100 flvers of SpiceJet’s Dubai-
Pune flight were left stranded overnight after
the airline abruptly cancelled the trip follo-
wing “unduedelay” in the boarding process.

Muhammad Saleem Sayed, whose friend
was among the affected flyers of flight SG-52,
told TOT the flight was scheduled to take-off
from Dubai at12.05am (IST) and arrive in Pune
at 4.40am Wednesday. “My friend reached the
airport by 11pm(Tuesday, IST). Initially, the air-
line rescheduled the departure to 12.55am.
Shortly after, another update pushed it to
1.30am. Finally, when boarding began, it was
abruptly paused without explanation. The con-
fusioncontinued till4.15am, when the airline fi-
nally announced the flight’s cancellation, lea-
ving passengers without clarity or support
throughout the night.”

Ronit, another flver, attributed the cancella-
tion to an oil leak maintenance issue. “The
flight is now grounded, and the staff is unsure
of departure timing. Why can’t flvers be provi-
ded with clear updates?” he asked on X.

The airline said in a statement there was a
technical issue. “While the majority of pas-
sengers were accommodated on an alternate
flight, a few opted for a full refund,” an airline
spokesperson said.

The flyvers, however, said their ordeal didn't
end with the cancellation. “All flyers had to go
to immigration again to formally exit the air-
port. Getting luggage was another pain, and
the airline took almost 2 hours to return the
checked-in Iuggage, This continued till 6am,"
Sayed said. "My friend was stranded at the air-
port the entire night. The airline didn’t arran-
ge any other flight, and the refund is still not
credited to his account. He ultimately booked
anotherflight to Pune,” he added.

According to Flightradar24 data, the same
flight was cancelled on Feb 16 as well.
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Engine snag:
B'luru flight
turns back

Times News NETwoRk

Chennai: An IndiGo flight
carrying 165 people and bo-
und for Bengaluru made an
emergency return on Tues-
dav night after the pilot de-
tected a mid-air engine mal-
function.

The fight, originally
scheduled for departure at
7.05pm, took off at 7.50pm.
The pilot soon detected a
glitch mid-air and contac-
ted the airport control ro-
om. The flight returned to
Chennai around 8.30pm
and landed safely. All pas-
sengers were deboarded
and accommodated in the
airport lounges while engi-
neers attempted to repair
the aircraft,

Since the repairs could
not be completed immedia-
tely, the airline arranged to
send the passengers on
anotheraircraft.
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Air India crash pilot’s father
seeks court-led investigation

SHEKHAR SINGH

TS b sl FEW b

NEW DELIT, SEPTEMBER 17
Drawing o stark parallel
with the Boeing T37 MAX
digasters, where safisty Lws
WeTe r||m1'|'|'||||],'1-f| until a US
Congressional inquiry
forced the truth out, the
father of Caplain Sumest
Sabharenl, one of the twno
pilotz killed i the Air Indis
Flight AIIT] crash, has
accused Indion authorities
of shiclding manuficturems
while scopegoating pakots.

says AATB findings
mished son's image

He has demanded 4 court-
stvle mvestigabion under
Rule 120f the Aircraft Rules.

In uletter Lo the Civil Avis-
ton Mindstry and thee Arcralt
Accident Imestigintion Bureau
(AATH) H-venr-old Pushkmrj
Sebharwal said the current
EREITINE WRES 1Y |r|.f:r.r|-r| Wha pm=
lminary ingudty under Rule 3
of the Airemilt (Tnvestigotion of

Arvvients  and Inclenis)
Rilest, H17 Hie stivsted thal
omly Rule 12 empiwers U
povernment to order a court
stvle inwvestigation with inde-
prendent a8 s

“The absnee of a fomal
inquiry monducted n pccoor
dance with Rule 12, L".IIJp]t‘d
wilh the selectnoe nfornton
bemg provided to the media,
is very disturbing and detri
mental o me 1 affects my
fuindamerntsl nghts, irwchicl
ing the nmght to repsitation of
my deceased son,” he winte
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