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AAl profitafter tax declines
9.8% 106,522 crore in FY26

I!le Waid
e Dedhi

State-run Airports Authority
of India’s (AAT) net profit or
profit after tax (PAT) de-
clined by 9.8 per cent to
16,522.37 crore in FY2025-
26 on & year-on-year basis.
The decline comes as
AAT'sS expenses  increased
during the year, while its rev-
cnue remained broadly fat
amid lower income from air-
port leases, even as other
revenue  streams  recorded

growth.
Besides, AAl recopnised
an ecxocptional item  of

T254.54 crore in FY2025-26
in connection with the al-
leged  embezzlement  of
funds by an emplovee in re-
spnn:uf]:ﬂ'l:adunandla:l
girparts. Notably, the decli

in profitability comes after
AAT's PAT had jumped 55.5
per cent to T7,233.28 crore in
FY2024-25 from T4,651.31
crore & year carlier.

REVENUE AND PAT

As per AAT's financial state-
ments reviewed by besfress-
line, AAls total revenue
stood at T20,526.46 crore in
FY2025-26, compared with

T20,648.25 crore in the pre-
vious year. The airport oper-

ator's  total  expenditure,
meanwhile, increased 6.34
er cent to T11,689.36 crore
rom T10,%92.79 crore.

Profit before exceptionsl
and extraordinary items and
tax stood at T8,837.10 crore
in FY2025-26, compared
with T9,655.46 crore in the
Previous year.

Revenue  from  airport
lease, including  poblic-
private partnership airports,
declined to T5824.99 crome
during the year from
737682 crore in FY2024-
25. Other income increased
to T1,32947 crore from
T1,175.71 crore. According
to the financial statement,
AAT"s revenue had declined
by ¥121.78 crore, or 0.59 per
cent, from the previous vear.

However, excluding

an under-recovery amoont
of 1223180 core bom
FY2024-25 revenue, the in
crease  in revenue  for
FY2025-26 works oot to
T2,110.02 crore.
Further, the increase in
was led by em-
ployee benefits, operating
expenses and administrative
DOsts,

In FY26, emplovee bene-
fits expenses  rose  to
1487369 crore  from
T4,767.76 crore, while oper-
ating expenses increased to
1266643 crore from
12,395.77 crore. Adminis-
trative and other expenses
rose. The on this ac-
count imcreased to €1,126.21
crore from TA54.60 crore.

AAT declared a dividend of
T1,556.71 crore to the gov-
ermment, equivalent to 30
per cent of PAT for FY2025-
26, Of this, an interim di-
vidend of TRS2.39 crore had
already been paid during the
year. The sirport operator
3 riated 7142626
nF-ErTPm its airport develop-
ment reserve, equivalent to
40 per cent of profits after
appropristion for dividend,
while the balance ¥2,739.40
crore has been transferred to
the peneral reserve.
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LGBI Airport strengthens
focus on rainwater harvesting

It is the first integrated project of its kind within
the Adani Airport Holdings Limited network

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 17:
The Lokapriva Gopinath
Bordoloi International
(LGEBI) Airport in Guwaha-
t1 has strengthened its
focus on rainwater
harvesting and utilisation
through an integrated
water management
approach across the
airport ecosystem.

Guwahati receives
approxmately 1,800-2,200
mm of ramfall annually,
making rainwater one of the
airport’s most valuable
natural resource, The
airport has already received
approximately 1,320 mm of
rainfall till August 9, creating
a significant opportunty to
transform ramwater from a
runoff management
challenge into a sustamable
source of water.

As part of the imtiative,
LGBI airport has two large
rainwater collection tanks
with a combined capacity
of 1,000 KL. The collected
rainwater is treated
through the airport’s
water treatment plant and
subsequently utilised for
various operational
requirements, including
trinking water fountains,
equipment cleaning and
cooling tower make-up
water, among other uses.

For potable applications,
the treated water under-
goes advanced multi-stage
treatment and purification
processes designed to
ensure that it meets the
prescribed quality stand-
ards for drinking water.

In July 2026 alone,
approximately 28% of the
total water consumed at
the newly-bwlt Termnal 2
was fulfilled through
harvested rainwater,
demonstrating the

potential of the imtiative to
reduce dependence on
external water sources
while optimising the use of
available natural resources.

The rainwater harvest-
ing and utilisation
mitiative at LGBI Awrport
18 the first integrated
project of its kind within
the Adam Airport Holdings
Limited network, position-
ing LGBI awrport as a
pioneer in sustainable
water stewardship.

POWER OF
PROTEIN

AMUL DOODH PEETA HAI INDIA
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Bhogapuram international airport
launches commercml operations

[>_—=]
Ouir Bureaw
Hyderabad

The Alluri Sitarama Raju In-
ternational ~ Airport  in
Bhogapuram , developed and
operated by GMR  Vi-
sakhapatnam  International
Airport Limited (GVIAL),
commenced commercial op-
crations on Monday, mark-
ing the start of a new phase
of air connectivity for north
Andhra Pradesh.

The airport be; opera-
Hons uﬁdﬂmﬁi?md in-
termational flights connect-
ing  Visakhapatnam to
destinations  across  India,
West Asia and Sootheast
Asia.

Union Minister for Cival
Aoviation Kinjarapu Ram Mo-
han MNaidu ceremonially
handed over boarding passes

COMNECTIVITY BOOST. Kinjarapu Ram Maohan Maidu, Civil
Aviation Minister, handing over boarding passes to passengers at
the Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport on Monday

to passengers on the inaug-
ural IndiGo and Air India Ex-
press flights and presented
commemaorative  memen-
toes. The first flight of the
day was IndiGo's 6E 6408
from Hydersbad to Vi-
gzm nam, followed by 6E
Visakhapatnam to
I-I!.d:raha.d.
The first international
flight by an Indian carrier
was IndiCGo's 6E 1443 from

Abu Dhabi to Visakhapat-
nam, followed by 6E 1444
from Visakhapatnam to Abu
Dhabi.

FIRST FLIGHT

Scoot's flight TR 784 from
Si to Vi atnam
g i e
carrier flight, followed by TR
785 from Visakhapatnam to
Singapore, The first arrivals
aof Air India Express, Air In-

dia, IndiGo, Scoot and India
One received a ceremonial
water cannon salute. The air-
port had 52 planned air
trafic movements on the
first day of operations.

“This achievement re-
flects years of meticulous
planning, engineering excel-
lence, T tory compliance
and D‘Fcfrl-;l:.uﬂ FIEPPS.TCd-
ness by our teams and part-
ners,”  Kanwarbir  Singh
Kalra, Chief Exccutive Of-
ficer, GVIAL, said.

Designed with the ca
city to ﬂnlﬂ: & million pF:-

rs annually, the airport
has been master planned for
phased expansion to handle
more than 40 million passen-
UTS P anmum.

The airport has a 3,800-
metre Code 4E rumway cap-
gble of handling w'td.t.:—bc-:gy
mireraft.
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Flight operations begin
at Bhogapuram airport

ARUMA | DT
VISARHAPATHNAM MG 1T

The Alluri Sitarama. Kaju
Imimrnational Airport in
Bhugajriiram staris) ciif
mervial  operations  on
Mooeday, marking a signaf
leant  development  for
Norih Andhrs Pradesh's
aviatiom amd  ecunoeis
landscape.

Devaloped and opernied
by OMHE Vieshhijalhad
Ieernstional Abrport Ll
the airport opened with
Immugurnl fdomesiic ol
e st bl Mights, can-
nesting the region to des
tinations across india, ihe
Wesl Asln and Southeast
AELR

T laisnch inclisdsd cer
emunial ovenis and &
alunn fior
.
Ilu‘H g e i portenoe of
ihis tansition for the
sinnn nnd 13 peopls

Civil mviation minister
Kinprapu  Rammoban
Nakdu ariended the event,
Imipracting with passen-
gers  nid  dbsersbusing
boxnling passes for the
imaugurnl
remaried

af |ulml||u L
anid ey ol sand that they
liled] e ASHE Alrpart. 1
thamis the farmers who
wmve Band fur the akrpor
Wi will develop infra-
sbrocfure ot Vieg
Afrport, All efforts nre
el = I Lmjifene
connectivity b this air
port. 1i may, b
sosmn oo mle ATy

reach
you @
Hi

ASH Abrpart ueiil
il i 0.

imetale rellcied
both optimism nboug the
mirport's. futmre ol
acknowlsdgement of 1he
Imsmedine challemnges
o] By travedlers adjus
ing to the newr factling

I

.
|Go's

day Il
Hyderabad
Yisakhapyvinam service,

Fallewed by (L8 pelurn bed,
amd 1k Mired isierms bonsl
servioes  operubed by
ImdiChs b Abio Chali and
Scood 1r Singapore, Al
Iredlin Expros, Air 1edia,
Inedien, Seooot, and lsdin
e were among the first
arrivnls, each Eroeisd
wil srermea ial saditte

With 32 air fraffic move
menis schedulpd an Day
One, i nirpoet quickly
wwlnbdishod Gisell &8 n
bustiimg Bib, signalling
Its readimess to hondle
growing paasesgor val
uhises

AL chiel eupowiie
r Kanwarkic Singh
iniwil, "The semrt of
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al nkrpari
semis B oruckal
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regiun anid e beginning
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Alr passengers come out ol ASH international Alrport upon thiskr arrival at
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Monday Forming. = i, MURALY KRTSHNA
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Wake-up call for airport security

he accidental discharge of a licensed firearm at Varanasi's Lal

Bahadur Shastri International Airport on Sunday cannot be dis-

missed as a mere procedural lapse or accident — it is, in fact, a wake-
up call for Indian aviation security.

According to reports, the passenger, who followed all standard declara.
tion protocols, mistakenly believed that his pistol was unloaded and pulled
the trigger, leaving two airport staff members wounded, This act, despite
being unintentional, raises several questions: Does the airport not have a
mechanism or technology to check whether a firearm is loaded? What
prompted him to pull the trigger? How did this crucial security aspect
escape scrutiny by the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security?

Under the current Bureau of Civil Aviation Security rules, passengers
are allowed to carry licensed firearms with up to 50 cartridges. The man-
dated procedure includes advance intimation to the airline about the pas-
senger’s intention to carry a licensed gun as checked-in baggage, a decla-
ration at check-in, and the screening and packing of the firearm after the
cartridges have been separated from the weapon in an isolated bay at the
airport.

Though the passenger followed all the rules and the incident occurred in
the secluded, designated screening area, it is an undeniable fact that he
passed through the check-in area, which was crowded with general pas-
sengers, airline employees and airport staff. If a person with malicious
intentions had such access to the airport, they could have created mayhem.

When passengers are not allowed to carry matches in their carry-on lug-
gage, how can the airport allow them to enter check-in bays with guns—
loaded or unloaded? It is time to treat all firearms with absolute caution by
removing them entirely from the general airport environment. If passen-
gers want to carry firearms, CISF personnel should take possession of the
firearms outside the airport complex and hand them over to the airport
logistics team. The goal of airport security is to mitigate risk, not merely
manage the aftermath when security fails. Let this be the last time a “dec-
laration” at an airline counter results in a trip to the trauma centre.
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Ozar Airport terminal work
fast-tracked ahead of Mela

FPJNews Service

NASHIK

With Nashik (Ozar) Airport
expected to play a crucial role
in handling increased passen-
ger movement during the
MahaSimhastha Kumbh Mela
2027, the Nashik-
Trimbakeshwar Kumbh Mela
Authority  (NTKMA)  has
directed agencies 1o acceler-
ate work on the airport ter-
minal and associated connec-
tivity infrastrucrure,

NTKMA  Commissioner
Shekhar Singh reviewed the
progress  of the New
Integrated Terminal Building
at Ozar Airport on Saturday
and directed the implement-
ing agency to fast-track con-
struction and explore possi-
bilities of compressing the
project imeline. The terminal
has been targeted for comple-
tion by March 31, 2027,

Singh, accompanied by
Maharashtra State
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (MSIDC)

Managing Director Dr Brijesh
Dixit and NTKMA Deputy

Commissioner Yogendra
Chaudhari, among other offi-
cials, also reviewed proposed
artworks and murals for the
terminal interiors,

“Ozar Afrport will be an
important gateway for Nashik
during MahaSimhastha. It is
therefore not enough for the

terminal to progress in isola-
tion. The appraach roads and
highway safety infrastructure
must alko be ready in time”
Singh said.

He subsequently inspected
road strengthening works on
the Ozar-Janori road in
Dindori taluka, an important
link connecting the airport.
Finding the pace of work

below the reguired level,
Singh directed Public Works
Department officials to accel-
erate execution and complete
the work by March 3L 2027

The Commissioner also
ins pected 12 standalone safety
structures, including a flyover,
being constructed at Dahava
Mail on NH-3, National
Highways Authority of India
officials informed him that the
work was progressing as
scheduled and was expected
to be completed by December
2026,

Singh directed all imple-
menting ngencies o coordi-
nate closely, remove bottle-
necks and submit weekly
progress reports to NTKMA
until the respective works are
completed.

The authority said the focus
was on ensuring that airport
capacity is supported by
reliable road connectivity and
safety infrastructure before
the expected increase in pil-
grim and wvisitor movement
during MahaSimhastha.
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BHOGAPURAM
Commercial
flight ops at
new airport

Commercial flight
operations commenced at
the Alluri Sitarama Raju
International Airport at
Bhogapuram here on
Monday, with the first
flight operated by IndiGo
arriving from Hyderabad.
The operations
commenced a fortnight
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
inaugurated the modern
facility equipped with a
number of features. The
airport, developed and
operated by GMR
Visakhapatnam
International Airport
Limited (GVIAL), is
expected to strengthen
Andhra Pradesh's position
as the "Gateway of the
East” for domestic and
international travel.
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Delhi airport plans toincrease annual passenger handling capacity to 125 million

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, Aug 16

Delhi airport plans to
increase its annual passen-
ger handling capacity to 125
million from the current
level of 106 million under
the proposed ten-year master
plan, according to a source.

As part of the expansion
under the master plan, DIAL
also proposes to build Pier
E at Terminal 3 (T3) with
a capacity of 10 million by
April 2030.

For now, no decision has
been firmed up on having
Terminal 4 or building the
Automatic Passenger Mover

(APM).

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGIA) in
the national capital is operat-
ed by the Delhi International
Airport Lid (DIAL).

IGIA, also the country's
biggest airport, has three ter-
minals-T1, T2and T3 - and
international flight opera-
tions are only from T3.

The source told PTI that
the master plan for 10 years
till 2036 will be finalised after
consultations with the stake-
holders,

In the first phase, the
proposal is to increase the
annual passenger handling
capacity to 116 million by

April 2030. The capacity will
be further raised to 125 mil-
lion by 2032, the source said.

At present, the airport
has an annual passenger
handling capacity of 106 mil-
lion spread across the three
terminals. The capacity is
42 million, 14 million and

50 million at T1, T2 and T3,

respectively.

At T3, there is domestic
capacity of 19 million and
international capacity of 31
million.

Currently, T3 has four piers
-- Pier A and B for interna-
tional operations while C and
D arefor domestic operations.
Pier C has now been converted

for international operations,

Pier E is to be constructed
atT3 by April 2030.

Generally, a pier at an
airport is a long and narrow
structure or transfer facil-
ity from the main terminal
building and allows passen-
gers to use aerobridges to
enter an aircraft.

While there are no immedi-
ateplans,a7.5kilometreright
of way will be earmarked for
the APM (Automated People
Mover) system in the master
plan, the source said.

The earlier plan was to
build an elevated cum at-
grade system at the airport
onthe design, build, finance,

operate and transfer model to
provide seamless connectivi-
ty for passengers between T1
and the two other terminals,

Regarding T4, the source
said that depending on the
passenger traffic, if there is
aneed tohave more capacity,
then conversion of T2 to T4
could be looked at.

Delhi airport, operated by
GMR Group-led consortium
DIAL, witnessed passenger
traffic of 6 million in July, an
increase of 3.7 per cent com-
pared to the year-ago period.

In the current financial
year 2026-27 till July, the
passenger traffic stood at 26.4
million.
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Bid to smuggle
$18,000 foiled
at city airport

Chenmai: Sleuths from Direc-
torate of Revenue Intellipen-
ce (DRI} on Sunday intercep-
ted two men in possession of
foreign currency worth T17.65
lakh and thwarted theirbid to
smmggle the cash to Bahrain,
Based on a tip-off, the officials
camped at Chennai airport
and intercepted two men who
were scheduled to fly to Bah-
rain onaGulf Airflight Their
Taggage was checked, and the
sleuths found US dollars hid-
den amid clothes. In total,
$18,000 worth T17.65 lakh was
seized from the duo. Since the
passengers did not possess
any valid documents, the duo
were handed over to Chennai
Customs for firrther investi-
gation. The money was seized,
and forther probe is on. s
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NCLT pulls up SpiceJet
for ‘wasting’ time

T
Rewuters
Mew Deihi

The National Compamy Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on
Monday rebuked Spicelet
over @ last-minute settle-

ment with one of eight air-
craft lessors whose bank-
ruptey petitions were due for
rulings.

Saying thet it wasted judi-
cial time in the latest sign of
financial stress at the coun-
try's fourth-largest carrier,
the tribunal pressed Spicelet
on whether more deals were
coming. “Tt makes a mockery
of the entire thing,” one of
the NCLT judges said, criti-
cising the parties for waiting
until the day of the ruling to
disclose the settlement. “It's
not right."

The hearing took plaoe
years of legal disputes
between Spicelet and the
firms that lease it aircraft ap-
peared set to culminate
rulings on eight bankruptey
petitions,

The cases have put Spice-
Jet's fimances under renewed
scrutiny, with admission of
even one bankruptcy peti-
tion potentially trigrering a
court-supervised resolution

Spicelet
Raturm -107%% T

i, potos o

May 13,28 A 17, 18

process under which an inde-
pendent professional would
take control of the aidine
while creditors considered a
restructuring.
The ml:n.mai

substantial tme iﬂal:F:;rﬂli’_‘r
been spent hearing argu-
ments and preparing a jude-
ment, but a];r:ﬁl-;lgd:}-f:r Eit
until Wednesday after the
partics asked for time to put
the settlement agreement
before it.

INTENSE PRESSURE

The tribunal also led
with whether that 5:1\”;:
ment affected seven other
Spicelet  insolvency  cases
that were abso due for judg-
ment but in which there had
been no settlement. Lawyers
for some of the other lessors
repeatedly orged it to pro-
nounce its rulings.
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Two Air India pilots fail
preliminary drug tests

GROUNDED. While confirmatory results are awaited, both have been de-rostered

=
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dethi

Two pilots of the Air India
Group have failed prelimin-
ary (screcnmg) tests for
consumption of psychoact-
ive substances as part of the
ongoing mandstory testing

sources  told

CXCITise,
businezsline.
Accordingly, confirmat-

ory results are now awaited
to establish the consum
tion of prohibited :ug:
stances. However, pending
the confirmatory test res-
ults both pilots have been
de-rostered.

“Till now, around 400 pi-
lots have been screened, out
of which two have been de-
tected as  mon-negative,”
sources told businessiine.

“Secondary tests are ne-
quired to validate the initial
results. These results are
awaited,” they said.

According to sources, the
non-negative results might
well be linked to the con-

sumption of medication.

SAFETY MEASURE. Air india alms to enhance safety and professionalism through the initiative,
which aligns with regulatory standards observed in major aviation markets

“We will have a detailed
imvestigation done into the
cases. after ascertain-
ing the facts will the regu-
lator be mformed of the final
outcome and action taken
thereafter,” sources said.

The testing exercise fol-
lows the August 4 Phuket-
Delhi flight incident  in-
volving an Air India Airbus
A3 Mineo, which suffered a
sudden altitude variation

cruise before stabil-
d;;‘;ﬂgm landing safely in
Delhi.

SCREENING RESULT

The pilot-incommand of
the flight had eadier re-
turned a screening result re-

quiring confirmatory testing.
The final result has not been
officially confirmed by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) or Air
Imdin.

Meanwhile, Air India on
Angust 13 announced that it
would conduct mandatory
screcning of all ilots
for submng nCes E:.::l-:11":H.1:r1::rr:|FI
tions not permitted und.:r
prevailing regulations.

Per an internal commu-
nication reviewed by busi-
nessling, the testing began on
Angust 13 and is being con-
ducted concurrently with
training ot the airlines
Gurugram Academy, post-

flight at fight bricfing
centres and Air India offices,
or at locations provided by
respective bases.

Air Indig’s internal com-
munication said the airline
already fully complies with
regulstory  requirements
prescribed by the DGCA,
which it said are similar to
those followed in other ma-
jor avistion jurisdictions, in-
cluding Europe and the US.

The airfine said the initiat-
ive goes beyond existing reg-
ulatory requirements and is
aimed at upholding safety
and  professionaliem  and
providing resssurance o
passengers,  stekeholders

and the wider community:
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Raise drug testing coverage
from 10% to 25%: Pilots’ body

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dalhi, 18 August

TheFederationofIndian Pilots
(FIP) on Monday urged the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to increase
random drug testing among
pilots, saying the current mini-
mum coverage of 10 per cent a
vear is no longer sufficient for
India’s rapidly expanding avi-
ation sector. The pilots’ body
proposed that at least 25 per
cent of pilots be randomly
tested each vear, with pilots
allowed to be selected more
thanonce.

Under the existing rules,
scheduled commercial aircraft
operators and air navigarion
service providers are required
to conduct random psychoac-
tive substance testing of at least
10 per cent of their aviation
personnel per year.

“For pilots entrusted with
the lives of passengers and
crew, random psychoactive
substance testing must be suf-
ficiently frequent, genuinely
random, and unpredictable to
provide meaningful deter-
rence and continuous safety
assurance,” FIPsaid inits letter

Key suggestions

# Introduce oral-fluid, or
caliva testing alongside
the existing urine-based
cystem

= A 12-manth pilot programme
to test whether oral-fluid
testing can work reliably

dated Augnst17. "The objective
should not merely be to
achieve an annual numetical
target but to establish a testing
regime inwhich the possibility
of selection remains credible
throughout the vear,” it said.
FIF's representation comes
afterthe August 4 incident invol-
ving Alr India’s Al 2379 Phuket-
Dethiflight, which suddenlylost
abour 300 feet of altitunde, injur-
ing 24 fivers. The pilot-in-com-

mand subsequenthy tested posi-
tive for marijuana.

FIP alsoasked the regulator
o introduce oral fluid, or
saliva, testing alongside the
existing urine-based system. [t
said the additional testing
method could maks random
checks faster and easiertocon-
duct at airports, allowing the
regulator and airlines to test
more pilots withour causing
major dismiption tooperations.

The body proposed using
saliva testing for random, tar-
geted, and high-volume screen-
ingwhile retaining urine testing
in cases where its longer detec-
tion window or other medical
and regulatory requirements
make it more suitable.

"While the existing urine
testing system has an estab-
lished regulatory and labora-
tory framework, FIP belicves
that the increasing scale of
Indian aviation operations
warrants consideration of
additional testing methodol-
ogies that can increase testing
capacity, reduce opeeational
dismption, and facilitate rapid
testing at airports and other
operational locations,” the fed-
eration said.
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o wyears of
liberalisati#n

[MEEFAK PATEL
My Deef b 18 Aot

Trulllx's awvinnion: sector bes v nsformed
drumiatienlly sinceths scomemie
reforms of /gL, evalving fnom & ste-
conirled sectos o one of theworld's
feszesr-nrowing ovlarion markers The
loaurmiey, Inowever, hiss been anyridng but
smooth. Theee decades of mphd possen-
et prowth have been sccompanied by
repested sirline Billures, bruksing com-
petitiaoe nael persisient quussions over
whether Inila'sabrline usiness can ever
ecome consistently profitable.

For nearly four decades aftes the Ale
Corparations Act came Into furce i 1gss,
schedulad commetelal alr services wire
diommlnared by Adr 1ol in and Trdian
Alrlines. Alr travel remalned expensive
nnd was lnrgely confined tobusiness
traveldlers, prvernment oificials and
afffuent Indiana That changed in woge,
whenthe Centre lnroduced the Alr Taxd
Scheme, pllowing private operabon 1o
enterthesecion as non-scheduled
carrien. The Alr Corparations At was
repealad i oo, formally opening rhe
mexrket to schimubed private nirlines,

“The 1991 reforms werne extremely
remna ricable bevause privare pielined
were alowed to operate. That was avery
big decision arthetime and it enabled a
workd-class alrlins Nike Jer Alrways to
emarge It demonstrated the gqualiny of
Indian private enterprise In aviation.”
says Kapll Konl, chied executive officer
and director at aviaton comsulinncy
B CAPA [ndia,

The relorrms triggered the st wave
of privaie airines. Including Easr-Wes
Alelimes, Domsnls Alrways and Modi-
Lusft The new entrnis aole the suts-
run disspoly and inrroduced grester
coanpetition and improved service soan-
dards, Yer, most entered a business that
demanded fardeeper financial
resouirees than seticipated. East-Wiest
shue dhowen aftor forunacind trodibles wior-
sanad fol bowlng the asesssination of
fouinder Thaakdyudesn Walild inoes
Damnnis Alrasys and Modilaft also
exited wirhina few years. Jet Alromys
and Sahae Al e ernerpad & the pein-
cipal survivoss, with Jereventiaally
tuLllding one of India's largest domestic
and Incernatioaml networks

The early Eaklures highlishied sorse-
el weaknesses that woulkd contimeto

Aviation: How

reforms gave wings
to private sector

The reforms of 1991 triggered the first
wave of private airlines, vet most entered
asector that demanded far deeper
financial resources than anticipated

define Indlan svistion. Adrlines operated
Ina gh-cost envinonment chametes-
Esad by expeanaive aviation turbine fus,
Inadequate alrport infrasorsc i,
llmiimed capitad and evalving regularion.

“From the thme prives aldines wens
allowad In 1991, e core B hasbaen
under-capirnfisation. Alrlines entensd
the miasket without sufficlent financial
stretigth and then discoversd tharthis
business requinesa continuoas flow of
capital, That chnllegss has remained
one ol the defining clarscrerisics of
Tnaclinn mviarion,” Kol says.

Affordability pivoy
The et mejor phase of growth bejgan in
the early 20008, when flving stnred
recoening affordabile for the middle
class. CapiainG R Gopdaath's Adr Deccan
Introduced indks's fise snecessful low-
cost carrler model and populirised pro-
matlonal fares ar juss T Budget pidines
suchas Spiceder. GoAlrand IndiGo
expaded rapldby, fomelng full-service
carriets o lower fames nnd widendng
mocess toalriravel

Thee perlod also witnessed lnpoe-

tant podlcy changes. Alrport privaziss-
thon gathered pace with Delhi and
Mumbal belng handad to private oper-
anors, while greenfleld alrports at Ben-
galuru amd Hyderahad created o new
muoded for infrostmetune development,
Adr Inidta embarked on & major feet
expanion, and Indian carders grad-
ually strengrhensd thedr ntemations]
presance, slthongh oversess operations
renmained governed by the /20 nule
{you canoperate itermaticoal (s
only W you have five years of expetence
mnil 20 planesiuntil |- wes replaced by
e 020 porm i 016

“Fram 2o, low-oost slrlines were
encouragzed Alr India was allowsd a
majo (leet reneswal, Indinm carrisrs
were permitied 1o expand globally and
Elrport privatisation githered nsmen-
fum. That period fundamennlly
redhaped Indian sviagion,” Kl ssyn

Passanger mimibens s rged, bt
prroditnbility remained eluaive. Flence
fure comgrettion codncided wich rising
fuel prices and incressing operaring
coats. Alriines continued toearm rev-
enues I u lighty price-sensitve morket

while nuny of thelrexpenses, including
aircrft lesses and maintsnance,
remalned lnked to the dollar.
Kingfkahar Alrlines became the big-
pestcusualny of the period. Taunched in
200, i scquilred Alr Theocns Twio years
Lates to sccelarsrs expansion and qual-
Iy lor internarional operatione Heavy
barrowing, agpnessive growih, integra-
thon challensges, rising fuel costs snd the
global financial erisis sveniually
pushed the aldlme oo collspse o 2o
Jet Abrways, desplie scquiring Alr
Saharn and budlding lsdis's leading pri-
wate alrline, sten stcenmbed t mount-
Ing debeand imense competiton,
suspending operations n 2o

Market consolidation

Subsequsnt yesrs brougin further con-
sodidnrioa Go Fird suspended oper-
arions in vorg after peolonged finoneil
aireed, whileVisrars was merged Into Al
Indiaas the Turs Groipoonsolidated s
alrling business, T retum of Alr Endis
toythe Tt Group in 200 marked
anather landmark reform, ending neasly
seven deradesof state ownership snd

FILE PFHOTO. SEUTERS

setring the stage for o of the InduaTy’s
bilgoest nyrnsnound effions.

“Trrear Al Ticia's peiveiation gs the
macet hismorle decision bn Indisn melaion.
It wizsia bl refoke, it requieed coursgs
and ir wasan extremedy positive refarm.
Honestly, Ido not thinksuch a decision
contld tave been taken without strong
political coavviction,” Kaul sms.

The sector's grawih has nevertheless
been extrnordinnry, Dt passen-
per traffic lus Lncreased fom abois
14 milllon in 2004-05 to around 168 mil-
liom todmy. Privace alrport opetators
have expandiad capacity, alrlines have
jplaced record abrcradl onders s [ndis
has emerged s one of the wold's lar-
fessg avinckon mnskens,

The fimanclal recosd tells a different
story. “Wialle Indis fas mads tremien-
dhinas progrress i growth, scale and sis-
part development, alrlines luve lost
bt S25 billomn sinee 2009 The ek
lenge i not justto grow mintio, bt to
manke thealrline business economically
winbda. Wi want more RIrports, maore wie-
ceaft, more conmectivity and maore long-
loel operutions. Burwe alo have 1o ask

As the industry expands, attort o is
ahifring firom growth o governance.
Passenger traffic, fleet sizes, and
alrport ivestments huve increased,
placing greater demands on
remilatiors, The nest phase of aviation
erowih will depend s much on
capacty &8 on market demnnd

Tnow wie ke alriines financiadly
susralable. Growth without
viablliry cannot be the long-feem
answer,” Kaulsays

The Industry's cost sSEricriee
remains oneof s bipgest hurdles.

Fusel and tesation account fof s slgnifi-
cant share ol ulrline expencdinire,

wiile regulatory requ e, securny
otrlgations, mearket sccess mleg and
oot protection requirements sdi
Inelirect costs that are less visibie bug
egqually significant

Kl alsn podnis to e disconmect
Isertwesen regilatony @itry requirenssnes
and the eapital acmally needed to
survive "1 von have a pald-up capatal of
T30 crore, you can echinically st an
nlbrlinge. Bur if you wont tossrvive and
compete b India today, you probably
need a cuplilisarion plan of prond
T10,000 crone. The gap batween
regulatory regulrements and comer-
iclal realities is encmous,” he says.

Toukay's market s more consolidated
than &t any polnrsinee Uberalisatkon
IrehiG o liss esrablislied ivsedf as the domi-
nunt aldine throughdisciplined cost
g nLent nnd a srrong balnnce sheer
Alr il boseled by the Tara group, ks
Investing heavily in feet renewal and
network expansion, w hile Splee Jetcon-
tnues to batle finanelsl challenpes inon

Increasingly competiive matket

Asthe Industey expands, smention i
anlfting from growth 1o govemance.
Passengar traffie, et stres and al rport
Invesiments hive Increpsed sharply,
placing preater demands on regulstors.
Industry executives say thar the nest
phase of melstion growth will deped
a8 much an | estiniional capaciy a8
on mea ke demand.

“Thes sector lins becorme s lnne st
e amost Layportant s today isalr
saxfity. Adrsafery requires a commpletely
new reguistory reglme. You canme
continge growing arthis scale with the
axdeting safery reguinrory strocine.

We need to completely modermise
and revamp DGEA along the Linds af
|l e gl regn labors,™ Kol says.

The redomms 0w must o beyond
safery oversight 1o include aviation
SeCUHLY, CONSLUMEs protectinn,
competition policy and technoomy-led
regulation, As the market consolidates
nround tewer alrlines and alrpos
operatnes, srangsr instinmons will
b esseqmnial e ey v falr competiion
and protact passender Untisests.
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Air India Express starts 2 daily B'luru-Vizag flights

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air In-
dia Express on Monday com-
menced flight operations
from the newly inaugurated
Alluri Sitarama Raju Inter-
national Airportat Bhogapu-
ramin Andhra Pradesh, with
Bengaluru among the first
three cities to be connected.
Theairline hasintroduced
two daily flights between
Bengaluru and Visakhapat-

nam, withadditional services
on Thursdays and Saturdays.

The inaugural flight from
Visakhapatnam departed at
8 am and arrived in Benga-
luru at 9.45 am. As per the
schedule, the Bengaluru-Vi-
sakhapatnam flight departs
at 4.50 pm and arrives at
6.30 pm.

The return service departs
from Visakhapatnamat8am

and reaches Bengaluru at
9.45am. Another service de-
parts from Visakhapatnamat
10.10 pm and arrives in Ben-
galuruat11.50 pm.

The new connectivity is
part of Air India Express’
ongoing network expan-
sion. The airline currently
operates flights to 48 do-
mestic and 16 international
destinations.
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2more Al pilots
fail drug test
after Phuket
flight fiasco

NEW DELHI, PTI: Two pilots
of the Air India Group have
failed the initial drug test as
their results came “non-neg-
ative” and their samples
have been sent for confir-
martory tests, according to
asource,

On August 13, Air India
and Air India Express start-
ed mandatory psychoactive
substance testing of all their
pilots, expanding checks
beyond regulatory require-
ments.

These tests were made
mandatory following the
August 4 incident, when
the captain of an Air India
Phuket-Delhi flight that
suddenly lost altitude tested
positive for marijuana.

The source on Monday
said psychoactive substance
tests have been completed
for around 400 pilots of the
AirIndia Group so far.

Ofthem, theinitial screen-
ing test results have come
back“non-negative” for two
pilots, the source said.

Specific details could not
beimmediately ascertained.

Therewasnoofficial com-
ment from Air India.

The two Tata Group-
owned airlines have more
than 5,000 pilots.
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Fast-tracked
framing of

airfare rules,

top court told

NEW DELHI, PTI: The Cen-
tre on Monday told the
Supreme Court thar it has
fast-tracked the framing of
rules under the Bharatiya
Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024,
which isaimed at modernis-
ing India’s aviation sector,
and that the same would be
finalised within three weeks.

The government placed
the draft rules before a
bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
in a sealed cover and said
some final discussions are
going on.

“You publish this within
seven days,” the bench said,
adding, “If airlines are not
complying, ground them.”

Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Anil Kaushik, appearing
in the matter for the Centre,
said, “We have fast-tracked
the framing of rules. Give us
three weeks, we willcome out
with the finalised version.”

The court was hearing a
plea filed by social activist
S Laxminarayanan, who
has sought a robust and in-
dependent regulator that
ensures transparency and
passenger protection across
the civil aviation sector.
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Fare-Capping Would Be Unfair to Air

M C GovardhanaRangan
|

In the mid-90s, it cost about 6,000 to
fly between Chennaiand Mumbai.
In 2026, it's hovering around the
same price.

This, despite crude soaring to $85a
barrelfrom $20, and without judici-
alintervention on pricing. The
number of planes in Indian airspa-
cehasgrown 4x, one Indian airline
featuring among the world’s Top 10
by market value. India’s also the
third-largest aviation market, with
some of the swankiestairportsin
the world.

Inthislandscape, an issue pending
in the Supreme Court pertainstoa
demand to cap airfares and come up
with a consumer-facing regulatory
body. Gol has promised the court that
apolicy is round the corner. This
comes at a crucial juncture when
India’s on a drive to promote tourism
and improve air connectivity. Can
price controls help this agenda?

Price control rhetoric is politically
popular across the world. India’s
hardly new to price control either.
Liberalisation is partly the freedom
from controls that crippled entre-
preneurship for decades.

Demand for capping airfaresfalls
in the ‘zero-sum’ fallacy category;,
where someone is believed to be
gaining at the cost of someone. Air
travel isan economic transaction
between airlines and flyers. Such
voluntary transactions wouldn’t
take place unless both parties were
better off making these transac-
tions, than not making them atall.

Millions of Indians travelling by
air underlines a mutual benefit, and
that current terms are acceptable to
both. Some disagreeing to those
terms and seeking intervention
isn’t helpful for flyers willing to pay
market fares and an industry that
directly employslakhs.

Look nofurther than rent control
to seethelong-term impact of price
caps. Almost every big city—from
NYC to Melbourne to Mumbai—
froze rents to help people from
forever-rising prices. It probably
helped those already settled into
those homes from stumping up
more. But what they were left with
after a few years was crumbling

buildings and housing shortages, as
few came forward to build new
apartments. Scarcity deprived
people willing to pay higherrents.
So, an occasional pop-up of ex-
orbitant prices on travel portals, or
anirritating demand for ¥100 more
for seat selection, shouldn’tbea
trigger tomake an essential in-
dustry commercially unviable.

What India’s aviation industry
needs is a bigger policy push to
expand and add more players, than
threaten new entrepreneurs with
restrictions. Air India, once a state-
owned monopoly, is reeling under
losses of thousands of crores of
rupees, some fearing whetherit’ll
survive in its current shape. Spice-
Jethas been in ICU for along time,
with not only sliding passenger
trust but alsolitigation and financi-
al woes.

Caps mean cutbacks

Thelist of airlines in India that
went bust islong. There are afew
trying to take off. But if policyma-
kers take amisstepat this crucial
stage, they would be leaving the
ground open for anear-monopoly
for an already dominant IndiGo.
And even the ‘best-run’ airline can
see itsfortunes slide. IndiGo repor-
ted losses for two straight quarters,
thanksto spike in crude oil prices.
Seekingjudicial intervention ina
world throwing up so many chal-
lenges, which even some of the best
in the business can’t get ontop of, is
misplaced.

Airtravel is today accessible to the
middle-classes, and even to the less
well-off in emergencies. Courtsand
the government, neither of which
has control over crude oil prices or
aeroplane lease terms, areata
disadvantage. Just a government
nudge has had desired impact
whenever there were sharp spikes.

If the objective is to connect more
cities and make air travel affor-
dable, the solution isnot in price
caps that would drive entrepreneurs
away, but to lure more to get into the
airline business. Price caps would
do the opposite of luring them.

govardhana.ranganitimesofindia.com
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2 more Air India

pilots

fail initial dope test

Dhairya Gajara
MUMEBAI
At least two more Air India
pilots have failed preliminary
drug tests during the airline’s
mandatory, carrier-wide
screening drive following the
fallour from a severe mid-air
incident on Phuket-Delhi
flight. Both pilots were
immediately de-rostered
pending final confirmation as
the airline’s internal sources
claim that more crew
members might be flagged
for substance abuse.

Following scrutiny from
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Air India Group ordered an
unprecedented, mandatory
one-time  psychoactive sub-
stance test covering approxi-
mately 5000 pilots across
both Air India and Air India
Express,

According to sources, the
airline had tested over 300
pilots by Monday - four days

g —
222

since the rollout began on
August 13. Notably, prelim-
inary urine samples from at
least two flight crew members
tested "non-negative” during
initial sereening. Sources said
that the samples were dis-
patched for confirmatory test-
ing.

The ongoing screening
exercise is being conducted
during regular training
sessions at the aidine's
Gurugram academy, as well as
post-flight at flight briefing
centres and regional bases
across the country. The drive
goes beyond the DGCA stan-
dard regulatory requirement,
which mandates routine
annual testing for only 10% of
flight crew.
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Air India’s flight
takes a plunge:
what happened?

BY ABHISHEN LAW
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PLEA ON ‘UNPREDICTABLE FLUCTUATIONS’ IN AIRFARES

Aviation Rules to be finalised in 3
weeks: Centre tells Supreme Court

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Dellu, August 17

The Centre told the
Supreme Court on Monday
that it has fast-tracked the
framing of rules under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhini-
yam, 2024, which is aimed
at modernising India’s avi-
ation sector, and that the
same would be finalised
within three weeks.

The government placed
the draft rules before a
bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
in a sealed cover, and said
some final discussions are
going on.

“You publish this within
seven days,” the bench said,
adding, “if airlines are not
complying, ground them.”

Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Anil Kaushik, appear-
ing in the matter for the
Centre, told the bench that
the rules would be finalised
within three weeks.

“We have fast-tracked
the framing of rules. Give
us three weeks, we will
come out with the finalised
version,” he said.

The court was hearing
a plea filed by social activ-
ist S Laxminarayanan,

4

THE GOVERNMENT
PLACED THE DRAFT
RULES BEFOREA
BENCH OF JUSTICES
VIKRAM NATH AND
SANDEEP MEHTAIN
A SEALED COVER

_KEY POINTS

» “You publish this within
seven days, the bench said,
adding, if airlines are not
complying, ground them'

» Additional Solicitor General
Anil Kaushik, appearing
in the matter for the Cen-
tre, told the bench that the
rules would be finalised
within three weeks

» ‘We have fast-tracked the
framing of rules. Give us
three weeks, we will
come out with the
finalised version,’ he said

who has sought a robust
and independent regu-
lator that ensures trans-
parency and passenger
protection across the civil
aviation sector and regula-
tory guidelines to control
the “unpredictable fluctua-
tions” in airfare and ancil-
lary charges imposed by
private airlines in India.

Senior advocate Ravin-
dra Srivastava, appearing
in the matter for the peti-
tioner, told the bench that
till the time the new rules
come into force, the old
rules are operating.

Questioning the “lack of
willingness” on the part of
authorities and the effec-
tiveness of the existing
mechanism, he argued that
airlines are charging exor-
bitant fares.

Referring to a statement
of the civil aviation minister
in Parliament, Srivastava
contended it was said that
the government cannot cap
airfares.

Kaushik assured the
bench that the process of
finalising the rules would
be completed within three
weeks

The bench perused the
draft rules placed before it
in the sealed cover.

“There is a mechanism
suggested but regulator, we
are not sure,” it observed.

It noted that Kaushik
has requested for some
more time to get the draft
rules finalised and place
before the bench within
three weeks and posted the
matter for hearing on Sep-
tember 7.

On July 13, the top court
had asked the Centre to
place the rules framed
under the Bharativa
Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024,
before it.

It had said the rules
be placed before it in a
sealed cover, irrespective
of whether those have been
placed before Parliament.

While hearing the plea
on May 15, the apex court
said there should be some
rationalisation of airfares
and asked the Centre to
provide relief to flyers.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who was then
appearing in the matter
for the Centre, had told the
bench that the new enact-
ment of 2024 had come
into effect in January 2025

and the corresponding
rules were in the process
of being prepared.

On November 17 last
year, the top court sought
responses from the Cen-
tre and others on Laxmi-
narayanan’s plea seeking
a robust and independent
regulator that ensures
transparency and passen-
ger protection across the
civil aviation sector.

While hearing the mat-
ter in January, the top court
said it would interfere with
the “unpredictable fluc-
tuations” in airfares and
flagged the exorbitant rise
during festivals.

It had termed the exor-
bitant rise in airfares by the
airlines “exploitation” and
asked the Centre and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation to file their replies
on the plea.

The plea claims that
all private airlines have,
without any credible justi-
fication, reduced the free
check-in baggage allowance
for economy-class passen-
gers from 25 kg to 15 kg,
“thereby converting what
was earlier part of the tick-
eted service into a new rev-
enue stream”.
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Two Al pilots
‘fail initial
drug test’

New Delhi: Two pilots of the
Air India Group have failed
the Initial drug test with
“non-negatlve” results and
thelr samples have been sent
for confirmatory tests, acoord-
Ing to & souree.

On August 13, Alr India
and Afr India Express startad
mandatory psychoactive sub-
stance testlng of all their pi-
lots, expanding checks beyond
Tegulatory requirements.

These tests were made
mindatory after the captain
of an Alr India Phuket-Delln
flight that suddenly lost al-
titude on August 4, Injuring
Several Dassengers, tested pos-
fttve for martjuana.

The source on Monday
sald psychoactlve substance
tests had been completad for
arcund 400 pilots of the Alr
Indla Growp so far.

Of them, the Inldal scroen-
ing test results have come
“non-negative” for two pilots,
the source sald.

Specific details could not
be immediately ascartained.
Therse was no officlal comment
from Alr India. The two Tata
Group-owned airlines have
more than 5,000 pilots.

The comprohensive
SCreening covers substances
and medications prohibited
under prevailing aviatdon reg-
ulations,

FII
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2 Air India pilots have
failed dope test so far

New Delhi: The ongoing one-
time dope tests administered

tested positive ina confirmato-
ry test, the group had decided

to all Alr India group pilots be-
ginning last Thursday have so
far seen two non-negative re-
sults among the “300-400" cock-
pit crew members who have
provided samples so far Ac-
cording to sources, the two em-
ployees have been taken off fly-
Ing duty as confirmatory tests
are conducted and final report
isawaited.

Aland Al Express together
employ arownd 5,000 pilots. Af-
ter the pilot of Al's badly rat-
tled Aug 4 Phuket-Delhi flight

to conduct this one-time exer-
cise on all its pilots to “protect
and sustain the trust of mil-

Directorate General of Civ-
il Aviation (DGCA) rules stipu-
late that a pilot who tests posi-
tive for consumption of psy-
choactive substances for the
first time should be referred
for de-addiction and rehabil-
itation. Such a crew member
can return to active duty onoce
hetests negative. ™
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Passenger with
ailing mother
deboarded
after flight fight

Mahesh. Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: A Ziyearold
passenger travellingwith his
cancer-patient mother from
Hyderabad to Bagdogra was
deboarded from a flight on
Sunday after allegedly broa-
king a glass parfition in the
aircraft’s galley and assanl-
ting security personnel follo-
wing an argument over a de-
lay in the flight.

Following the incident,
both the airline staff and the
passenger filed i
against each other: The RGI
FIRs. In his complaint to the
police, the security manager
of a private airline alleged
that the passenger, who was
seated in 2K on Might 6E6IT2,
broke the galley partition
window between two sec-
tiemsof theaircrafl.

p-Continued on P3

Flyer caused damage
worth Z1L: Airline staff

- emanager said itcansed y
worth more than¥1 lakh and dela-
yod the flight's departore.

The complainant further alleged
that oven after the captain and the lead
crew member asked the passomger to
deboard for causing the delay, he refo-
sed to do so. “He created a disturbance
for nearly 9 minntes despite requests
from fellow passengers to disembark.
He assanlted the manager of ramp ope-
rations and security staff before being
escorfedoff theaircrafi by security per-
sonnel along with CISF staff,” the airdi-
nestaff said.

Due to the incldent, the light, which
was schedoled to take off at #.15am,
eventnally departed at 843am. Based
om the airline’s complaint, police regis-
tered a case against the passenger un-
der Sections 115(2) (voluntarily cansing
assanlt) and J24(5) (mischief cansing
loss ordamageof 71 lakh or more)of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). The
passenger deboarded the afrcraft along
withhis mother and was handed over to
the RGT Airport police.

He subsequently lodged a counter-
complaint against the airline staff, alle-
ging that when he questioned the crew
abont the four-minate delay in the
fMight, they responded radely

“Instead of properly responding to
my query or assisting us, they respon-
ded rudely. Despite the lack of assistan-

FLIGHT DELAYED BY L5 HRS

ce, | managed to find our seats and hel-
ped my mother When [ began video re-
cording the behaviour of the airline
stafl on my phone, | was asked to debo-
ard. | was assaulted with a glass object
by the airline staff and forcibly remo-
ved from the flight, causing distress to
both me and my ailing mother,” the pas-
sengeralleged.

Basedon his complaint, policeregis-
tered a case against the airline staff.
“The passenger; who is a PG student
from Kishanganj in Bihar, was angry
because a fow days ago he was not allo-
wed to board a flight after arriving 10
minutes late. On Sanday, when the
flight was delayed by four minutes, he
picked up an argument with the staff.
The airline representative alleged that
the passengerdamaged the galley parti-
tion of the aircraft and assanlted secn-
rity stafl. The passenger, in furn, alle-
ged that he was assaulted by airline
staff. We booked two cases. Notices will
be issued to the accused,” RGI outpost
inspector B Kiran Kumarsaid.

18 AUGUST 2026
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SAS to launch
flights between
Copenhagen &
Mum from Oct

Mumbal: After a bungled-
up launch in June, Scandi-
navian Alirdines (SAS) on
Monday announced its
miuch-awaited return to In-
diaon Oct 3 with direct, non-
stop flights between Mum-
bal and Copenhagen. The
launch Copenhagen-Mum-
baiflight will leave on Oct L.

After an absence of 17 ye-
ars, SASwasscheduled tore-
commence its India flights
on June 4, but the inaugural
flight had to turn back mid-
way over regulatory issues.
About four hours after de-
parting Copenhagen, the
A330 aircraft operating
flight SK 969 was overhead
in Azerbaljan when the air-
craft turned back and diver-
ted to Copenhagen. With the
final regulatory clearance
pending, the aidine cancel-
led its flights to Mumbai,
while offering passengers a
refund or rebooking them
onalter native flights.

In the current schedule,
Scandinavian Airdines will
operate the route five times
weekly; with the new servi-
ce set to offer connections to
onward destinations, inclu-
ding New York, Boston, and
Toronto. ™



AtRPOR TSAUT HORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHT 19 AUGUST 2026

Ensure stricter
dope testing,
pilots’ body
urges DGCA

Mumbai: The Federation of
Indian Pilots (FIP) has writ-
ten to Directorate General of
Civil Awviation (DGCA) see-
king the introduction of oral-
fluid testing as a complemen-
tary method alongside urine-
based screening. It further re-
commended that at least 20-
25% of pilots undergo annual
random psychoactive sub-
stance testing, up from the
current minimum of 10%.

The FIP recommendation
comes in wake of the positive
drug test result for an Air In-
dia pilot who flew the Aug 03
Phuket to Delhi flight.

FIP proposed a “risk-based
hybrid model” in which oral
fluid is used in testing.

“While the existing urine-
testing system hasan establis-
hed framework, FIP believes
thatthe increasingscaleof In-
dian aviation operations war-
rants consideration of addi-
tional testing methodologies
that can increase testing capa-
city, reduce operational dis-
ruption and facilitate rapid
testing..."the letter said. The
pilots’ body also called for a
mandatory pilot sensitisation
programme on medicines and
psychoactive substances. i
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Pilots body for tougher drug-testing
regime, at least 25% random checks

Suggests oralluid screening to cut crew downtime

SHEKHAR SINGH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 18
The RFederation of Indian
Pilots (FIP) has asked the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviaton (DGECA) to mise ran-
dom psychoactive-substance
testing of pilots fmm the esist-
ing 10 per cent annual mini-
mum to at least 25 per cent,
allow repeat testing of the
same pilot and make checks
genuinely mndomand unpre-
dictable throughout the vear
It has also proposed oral-fhi-
i testing, alongside urine
tests, stronger post-ocour-
rence and reasonable-suspi-
rion testing, enhanced follow-
ip checks after confirmed
cases and a 12-month con-
trofled piot  programme
before the new systemn is
mtroduced across the nation,
FIP chief 85 Randhawa said
the exsting 10 per cent
requirement needed a review
a5 India’s aviation sectorn pilot
population, aircraft fleet and
flight movements had
expunded. It further added

SEEKS HEARING AHEAD
OF Al CRASH REPORT

EThe FIP has asked the Alr-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau for a personal hear
ing before the final report
into the Air India crazh in
Ahmedabad is finalised

B |na letter o AAIB Director
General, It has argued that
its technical inputs could
|ose much af their value i
considered after the invest-
gation s concluded

B FIP chief Capt CS Randhawa
referred to the SC arder, in
which the Salicitor General
assumed the court that the
FIP's "Inputs & suggestions”
would be duly eonsidered

that a pilot tested earlier inthe
year should remain eligible
for selection again.

It proposal does not seek to
replace urine testing, but
seeks a hybod syvstern. in
which oral-fliid tests are used
for routine random, high-vol-
ume, airport-based, targeted
and reasonable-suspicion

sereening, while urine testing
it retained where a longer
detection window or medical
and regulatory considerations
make it more suitable,

The FIP said arml-fiukd collec-
tion could reduce crew downe-
time and operational disniption
because samples can generally
be collected more quickdy and
directly at aiports o work-
places, An illustmative study
assuming 45 minutes for unne
collection and 15 minutes for
oral-fiuid collection sugpested a
theoretical 687 per cent redue
tion in cdlecton workdoad,
although the FIP stressed that
the fipures must be validated
through anIndian tral. The FIP
cited Australia, the US and the
TAE as mtematonal emmples,

Thefederation has proposed
that every non-negative
sereening resilt must under-
govalidated Inboratory confir-
mation and medical review
before any final regulatory,
emplovment or medical deck
sion. It stressed that detection
of a substanee was not, by
itself, proof of impairment,
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