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AAl commemorates 79"
Independence Day

AAl commemoraied the 79" In-

dependence Day with pamotic
fervour at DATS Complex, while
ictively participating in the oy
emment of India’s "Har Ghar
Tiringa’ campaign. Yipin Komor
(LAS), Charman, AAL hosted
the Mational Flag m the esivemed
presence of dignituries
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Report reveals human error,
safety gaps at Mopa airport

AIRPORT DID NOT HAVE A-SMGCS: AAIB

THE GOAN | NETWORK

PANAJI

The Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) has said
that human error and the lack
of adequate infrastructure at
Goa’s Manohar Internation-
al Airport led to the aborted
take-off of an Air India flight

AlI'S ABORTED
TAKE-OFF

AAIB PROBE

KEY FINDINGS __

4

B Therewas "situational ﬂ_

to Hyderabad last December,
which according to them was
a “serious incident”. AAIB re-
leased its 16-page final report
last week pertaining to the in-
cident.

The investigating authori-
ty noted that MIA airport did
not have an Advanced Surface
Movement Guidance and Con-
trol System (A-SMGCS), at the
time of the incident, which
could have improved crew
AWETeT Bss.

Interestingly, according to
the sources, MIA installed
A-SMGCS, in January, earlier
this year, a month after the
incident took place -- one of
the key recommendations
made by AAIB in its report --
the copy of which is with The
Goan.

awareness deficit" onpart | ASMGCS which could have
of crew improved awareness
W Crew did nuti:ull',f : B (o-pilot was trying to
comply with ATC’s taxi restore EFB display to ON
instructions mode to initiate the LINE-
® Airportdid nothavean | UP checklist
| ™ OnDecs, 2024 Al flight was carrying
151 passengers and 7 crew members
iNC}.gEHT' M Had mistakenly entered Taxiway A’
WHAT * | instead of Taxiway ‘A5’ which had been
HAPPENED | assigned for take-off on Runway 28

B Ajrcraft was immediately ordered to

| abort take-off

The incident involving Air
India flight AIC 2592, carrying
151 passengers and 7 crew
members, occurred on  the
night of December 5, 2024.
The fght was stopped mid-
roll just as it was accelerating

for take-off. The Right
had mistakenly entered
Taxiway ‘A& instead of

Taxiway ‘As’, which had been
assigned for take-off on
Rumway 28,

The aircraft was immedi-
ately ordered to abort take-off,
and the pilots complied.

Specifying  the probable
causes for the incident, the
probe report said there was
a “Situational Awareness
Defcit" on the par of crew.
The take-off clearance given
by the ATC likely caused the
crew's cognitive focus to
shift entirely towards the take-
off.
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India-China flights
likely to resume
by early October

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Flight services between In-
dia and China are expected
toresumae by the first week of
October or shortly there-
after, industry sources told
basinessline.

The anticipated restart
holds significance as it marks
the revival of a key interna-
tional route that hos re-
mained  suspended  for
around five years.

Industry  insiders  told
besinessline that the govern-
ment will mot wait for a now
air services agreement but
will, instead, put in place a
lemporary arrangement o
facilitate operations,

Accordingly, interim air-
port slots will be granted o
aitlines under a special ar
rangements, with services
capped ot pre-2019 levels.

Speaking to busimessiing,
industry insiders said the
measure is aimed at provid-
ing immediate relief 1o trav-
ellers and the aviation sector,
while leaving scope for a

mire permanent framework
ata later stage.

The official announce-
ment for the restart of flights
ig likely o colncide with
Prime Minister Narendra
Muodi's visit to China for the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation Summit.

DIRECT AIR SERVICES
Besides, both sides had
already agreed “in principle”
o resume direct air services,
sigmalling a cautious thaw in
ties.

Apart from its diplomatic
sigmificance, the move is
SoCnasa SIE‘FI o FesLore con-
nectivity amd  strengthen
people-to-people exchanges,

Furthermaore, industey ex-
ecutives point out that de-
mand for travel remains
strong and could rebound
quickly once direct services
are available,

India’s embassy in Beijing
has announced the resump-
tion of issuing vourist visas
1o Chinese citizens after a
gap of five vears. At present,
Indian carricrs only operate
services to Hong Kong.
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Heavy rains bring Mumbai to a standstill; local trains, flights hit

— stretches of Veern Desai the lifeline of the metropolis,
Press Trust of india - Road in Andheri, as relent- ran latc by around 10
burraai

Mumbaikars woke up to
heavy rainfall on Monday,
and the India Metearalogical
Department (IMIY) issued a
‘red” alert, forecasting more
rains, prompring the clvic
body to dectare a holiday for
schools and colleges, afficials
said,

Several parts of Mumbai
recelved more than 100 mm
rainfall in nine hours, with
Vikhroli in the eastern sub-
urbs topping the chart with a
135 mm downpour, an IMD
official sakd.

Many fights were affected
due to poor weather condi-
tions, with some executing
“go-arounds”™ and one fight
diveried.

ROADS INUNDATEDR
Roads in several areas of the
city pot inundated after the
heavy downpour for the
third consecutive day.

Amid incessant rainfall,
schools and colleges in the
city were closed after half-
day classes. They will remain
closed on Tuesday also amid
IMI¥s forecast of extremely
heavy rains, the civic body
said.

A schoolbus got stuck in
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WATERLDGGING WOES. & local traln runs on flooded milw.—r:,- tracks after hqav&r raing kash parts

of Murmbal on Monday i oo

severe waterlogging on road
near the Matunga Police Sta-
thon. The bus carrving six
children, two female staff
members, and the driver was
trapped for nearly an hour,

Six of the seven lakes sup-

Iving water to Mumbai have
Eq:un overflowing  amid
heavy rains, the civic body
said, The combined water
level in these lakes now
stands at 9118 per cent, it
said,

According to the police,
waterlogging was reported

along the Vakola bridge, Hy-
att Junction as well as Khar
subway, leading to slow
traffic movement.

TAKING STOCK
Maharashtra Chiel Minister
Devendra  Fadnavis  con-
venad a review meeting at
the Mantralava control room
Lo assess the worsening rain
and flood situation across
the state.

Dristrict collectors will de-
cide on possible school clos-
ures for Tuesday, depending

an how the situation unfolds,
an official said,

With forecasts warnkng of
heavy minfall over the next
three days, the state govern-
ment has urged citizens 1o
TEMRIN CAuTious,

A protection wall built by
the MMEDA collapsed amid
heavy mains in Chembur's
New Ashok Nagar on Sunday
evening, damaging seven
shanties,

Vihicles and pedestrians
WETE  spenm mavigating
through waterlogged

less rains brought the busy
streel 1o standstll on
Monday. The heavy down-

t bed 1o low visibility and
nereased congestion on ae-
ccss roads, causing incon-
venience to both arriving and
departing passengers, am iir-
port official said.

A Mumbai airport spokes-
person said nine fights con-
ducted “go-arounds”™ before
finally landing, while ome
flight was diverted to Surar
till 12 noon due to the heavy
rains.

HIGH TIDES
Fadnavis said Mumbai re-
cetved 177 mm rain in 6 to &
hours on Monday and asked
citizens to observe all pre-
cautions since more is expec-
ted along with high tides.

The Brihanmumbal Muni
cipal Corporation (BMC) a
pcm:d brnpresid.cn'rs to ﬂcp|;
out only if necessary, and the
IMD asked fishermen not 1o
venture into the Arablan Sea.

In Mumbai, some low-ly-
ing arcas like the Andheri
Subway and Lokhandwala
Complex witnessed water
accumulation at a few loca-
tions, affecting  traffic
movement.

Local trains, considered

minutes, However, there was
no suspension of services,
according to officials.

The suburban services on
the Central Railway route
were affected as water accu-
mulated on tracks in a few
low-lying areas on the Har-
bour Line, and due wo failure
of track changing inks
between Kurlagﬁd P;uﬂnk
MNagar stations, the officials
sald,

The blinding rain in some

rts of the city affected vis-
ibility and slowed down
vehicular movement, as per
matorists. In its latest bul-
betin, the IMD upgraded and
issued a ‘red” alert for Mum-
bai, Thane and Raigad dis-
tricts for the next two days.

Waterlogging was repor-
ted along the Vakola bridge,
Hyart Junctlon as well as
Khar subway, leading to slow
traffic movement, police
said. In light of the incessant
showers lashing Mumbai,
the BMO declared a holiday
for all schools and colleges in
the city operating in the
second shift (post 12 pm).

Mumbai Police Commis-
sioner Deven Bhartl advised
citimens L0 exercise caution
s heawy rainfall continued
tolash the city.
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Air India cancels
Zurich-Delhi flight
citing technical issue

Alr India an Morday sabd @ cancelled its
Zurlcl-Defhl fiight of Augist 17 due o a
techndeal resson, days after the Tata Group-
owned aleline stated thar it kad carred out a
datalled “Inspection” of i Boeing 787
alrerall fleer and "o Bswes”™ were detactad.
However, a passenger on board sald the flight
aborted take-off at the s minute due to an
englne s In the last two days, Al Indis
lans cancelled ar least twio fighis, including
e Intemarional, ar the last moment, cliing
technieal reasona. Alr India operastes hs
Boeing 787-8/g alremft fleet to cater to the
Eurcpesn markest "



HITIg

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHT 1% AUGUST 2025

Mumbai inundated, IMD issues red alert

(Abowe) An IndbGo adrerafi an Chihagrapatl Shivaji Malara|
International Alrportas the water level of adiacent Mithi
River rises due to heavy rainfall; (right) A BMC worker on a

wateringged road in Mumbal on Monday

Mumbailcars woke up to very
heavy rainfall on Monday,
whila the India Meteomolagical
Department {IMDY lssued a
red” alerm,  forecasting
extremely heavy rains at Bo-
lared places in the ciry and
adjodning aress, prompelng the
civic body to declare a holiday
forschools and colleges.
Chief Minister Devensdra
Fadnavis  sabd  Mumdbal
received 177 millimerres of rain
in juest six to elght howrs, Seven
people have died in mln-relased
Incidents somasthestate inthe

FHOPDAPT

last pwodays. Roads in several
areas of the city got i ndated
after the heavy downponr for
thethird consecutive day,
Localtrains, considered the
lifeline of the merapolls, were
rurn gl ate by around 1o min-
wtes. However, them was.
suapension of services, accord-
Ing to officials. Akmsa Alr and
IndiGo kssued advisorkes for
traveliers, sakdng them o keep
additional time In hand as
some routes jeading o the
Muirmbesd abrport witmessed trad-
fic compeation. m
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Al FLIGHT TO DELHI

5.7k flights cancelled
in 2025, Govt tells RS

Heha LM Tripathi

S Pl e D CBr

WEW DELME: As mmey s 5006
{heghas wiere cancebled by Il
carviers dus bo regulaiory Haues
anud gropolitical issues this year
1l Jume 30, ibe civil aviation
Ininintry indormazl Hajva Sabdu
iy Moy

In a written response 1o Con-
oress NP Prado Devi Mot and
Ranjeet Rangan, Manisis of St
MoS) for chefl avistion Murid-
Teaar Mobsal reveabed the airline-
wine Migrhi canoe Ratioers and or
reschedulings in 2025 noting
1t PG pocopddodd The imand-
iman caneliations

Acconding to the data pror
vidod by the minbtry, dosmniestic
airfines carricd 7.34% mone pas
srigers between Janusry and
June 025 corapaancyd bo the same
period lash year

The ictal pumber of depar-
T Ul Jane 30 stood ot 356,511
foe WndiGea, IGL204 fosr the Alr
Irwhia Growp d inciuding Alr Indis
Express), 24447 for Aloxa Alr

1041 for Adiance Adr, and FC%
lor Sproedet

‘With regarnds to cangellatiom.
L Gy wes e hrigghese ot 3704
in the lrst six months of the
year. The Adr Ieabis Growg can
celbad L46K flighes in this periad
while Abcss reportod 6 ALl-
Anoy Adr 499, and Spice ey S0

These disrupibons not onlky
Incomvrnicnood possengers. bt
albs dm povsed Tlnanciad strain on
carriery. the Mof said

“Abriines incur costs doe 1o
dhedarys aned canorilanions. i bod-
ing sddmional fud, oew over
ke, musdntencno:, sirpart fees
il retepibking cxpeivers. Fuar-
ther. Abrfines are roguired o
provide reflunds or compensa-
o 10 puasscivgeTs (of capcella-
thons or signiflicant delays.”
Maolid said i the reply

Thwe DGACA rrandkines thest air
limes provide refonds or om
pemation under rules titked
“Faialtics to b provided o pas
serygers by sirines duc o demiad
boanfing. canccilation of flights
anil deluys i fights”

CANCELLED CITING
TECHNICAL SNAG

NURAE A bl on Monday
saied it cwnoe e s Purich-Dedbi
Migha of August 17 doe 0 @ bl
erical ressor, davs after the Tats
Cermapr-ownod mirfize i bend thot
it had carried owl & detailed
“imspection” of i Boeing 757
sircrafl fieet and "m0 lssses”
wire detocind

Fitght AISD schakiled o
oprrate from Fusach to Delle on
17 Aagpest has been cancelled
due to a echnical reason, and
subsegquently due o nlght cur
fow i Furichy ™ Adr Do wed in
slatement

The siriine sasd n wrranged
alternuina: Meghis to the P -
gers dest ination sl b provid
g bt sccormmmodalion, akong
with lell relunds on cancells-
s o ooemplimerriady reschnd
wlirgg ot for the pussenpors

However. s passeager on
board sald the Might absorted
kol af e Lt resinite dha 0
A engine e " Al nd Sighe
fromm Zurich o Delhl is can
colkead shusited imosticnits before
take-off, tochnical baoe In
emgane citel.” By said on X
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Strike by 10,000
Air Canada flight
attendants
declared illegal

TORONT(: The Canada
Industrial Relations Board
declared a strike by 10,000
Air Canada flight attendants
illegal Monday and ordered
them back on the job after
they ignored an earlier onder
to return to work and submit
to arbitration.

The strike at Canada’s larg-
est airline entered its third day
on Monday and is affecting
about 130,000 travellers per
day during the peak summer
travel season

The two sides remain far

t on pay and other issues.
ﬁCanaﬁﬁ suspended plans
ty restart operations Sun-
day after the union defied a
retum-to-work order and
said workers would not
g0 back 1o work.

“The members of the
unions bargaining unit are
directed to resume the perfor-
mance of their duties imme-
diately and to refrain from
engaging in unlawiul strike
acﬁ?’iﬁg the Canada Indus-
trial Relations Board board, or
CIRB, said in a written dedi-
SI0M. LEENCIES
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Court holds airline liable for
flight delay, service deficiency

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: District Consu-
mer Disputes Redressal Com-
mission, southwest Delhi, re-
cently held Alliance Air Avia-
tion liable for deficiency in

service following a six-hour

delay in a flight’s departure,
which caused mental agony
tothe passengers.

The commission, chaired
by president Suresh Kumar
Gupta and member Harshali
Kaur, found the airline negli-
gent for discovering a techni-
cal glitch after passengers
had already boarded. Last
month, it ordered the airline
to pay Rs 50,000 to the compla-
inants as compensation for
mental harassment, agony,
and litigation expenses.

Thecomplainants, Maina-

wati Deviand Shakuntala De-
vi, were scheduled to board
an Alliance Air flight from
New Delhi to Gorakhpur at
11.30 am on June 5, 2022, to at-
tend a religious ceremony

Last month, the
commission ordered
the airline to pay

Rs 50,000 to the
complainants as
compensation for
mental harassment,
agony, and litigation
expenses

They arrived at the airport at
8 am, completed pre-departu-
re formalities by 9.30 am, and
were ready to board at 10.45
am. However, theflight depar-
ted only at 5.30 pm.

According to the compla-
inants, the air-conditioning
was non-functional, and
no refreshments or water
were provided.

At 1 pm, the plane was
pushed back but then parked
again, and passengers were
asked to de-board. They re-
ceived no information for fo-
ur hours and re-boarded fi-

ve-and-a-half hours after
the original departure time.

On June 6, the complai-
nants emailed the airline
about the mental harass-
ment and deficiency in ser-
vice. The airline responded
on.Junel7, refusing compen-
sation. Subsequently, the
complainants filed a comp-
laint with the district com-
mission seeking redress.

The bench further obser-
ved that the aireraft should
have been in good running
condition once boarding
commenced, and the techni-
cal glitch should have been
checked prior to boarding.
The commission stated that
the delay was not due to bad
weather or non-clearance
fromthe ATC, and the check-
ing of the aircraft was wit-
hin the airline's responsibi-
lity. The bench alsonoted the
mental distress experienced
by the passengers, who were
de-boarded and not even ser-
ved water or meals.
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Al Zurich flight
grounded, tech
snag to blame

Mumbai: Air India on Mon-
day said it cancelled its Zu-
rich-Delhi flight of Augl7due
to a technical reason, days af-
ter Tata Group-owned airline
stated that it had carried outa
detailed “inspection™ of its
Boeing 787 aircraft fleet and
"o issues” were detected.

However, a passenger on
board said the flight aborted
take-off atthe last minute due
toanengine issue,

In the last two days, Air In-
dia has cancelled at least two
flights, including one interna-
tional, at the last moment, ci-
ting technical reasons.

Alr India operates its Boe-
ing 787-8/9 aircraft fleet to ca-
ter to the European market.

“Flight All52 scheduled to
operate from Zurich to Delhi
on Aug 17 has been cancelled
due to a technical snag, and
subsequently due tonight cur-
few in Zurich," Air India said
in a statement,

Theairline said it has arran-
ged alter native flights tothe pas-
sengers' destination and is pro-
viding hotel accommodation,
along with full refunds on can-
cellations or complimentary re-
scheduling options for them. en



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HI¥<

THE TIMES OF INDIA

MUMBA L

IndiGo flight ‘misapproaches’
runway in Assam, lands safely

Kangkan.Kalital@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: An IndiGo flight from
Assam’s Dibrugarh reportedly
“misapproached” the runway at
Guwahati during landing on Sun-
day and took off again before final-
Iy touching downsafely15-20 minu-
tes later in its second attempt.
State minister Bimal Borah,
among the passengers on flight
6E-187, said they panicked as the
firstlandingattemptat3.40 pmwas
“very rough ”. “The flight initially
landed with just the rear wheels to-
uching the runway.. and the pilot
took off again immediately. We we-
re clueless. I asked the air hostess
what happened. | was told it was a

An IndiGo spokesperson described the
‘mangeuvre as safe and routine’

‘misapproach’,” Borah said.

An IndiGo spokesperson desc-
ribed the “manoeuvre as safe and
routine”. “Whenever the pilot feels
there is some misapproach, he can
take a go-around before making a
second landing attempt,” the spo-
kesperson said.
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