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Indigo flights to operate
from LGBIA’'s T2 terminal

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATT, July 17: Loka-
priva Gopinath Bardoloi Inter-
national Airport (LGBIA) has
annpunced that IndiGo wall tran-
sition all its flight operations to
the T2 (New Terminal) with
effect from July 20, 2026,

“With this transition, all
IndiGo arrivals and depar-
tures at Guwahati Airport will
be operated from Terminal 2,
offering passengers a modern,
seamless and enhanced travel
experience. The new inte-

grated terminal has been de-
signed to provide world-class
passenger amenities, im-
proved operational efficiency
and greater comfort while ca-
tering to the growing air trav-
el demand in the region,” an
LGBIA spokesperson said.
Passengers travelling on
IndiGo flights from July 20 on-
wards are advised to report
directly to Terminal 2 for
check-in, security screening
and boarding. The airport has
put in place comprehensive
passenger facilitation meas-

ures, including clear way-find-
ng signage, passenger mfor-
mation displays and on-ground
assistance to ensure a smooth
transition.

“The migration of IndiGo
operations marks another
milestone in the phased op-
erationalisation of the new
terminal and reinforces Gu-
wahati airport’s commitment
to enhancing connectivity and
delivering a superior passen-
ger experience as the gate-
way to Northeast India,” the
spokesperson added.
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Prohibitory
orders at
Kolkata airport

PTI

KOLKATA

A proposed show of strength
by former West Bengal min-
ister Siddiqullah Chowdhury
over the planned relocation
of a mosque situated on the
Kolkata airport premises
fizzled out on Friday after
police imposed prohibitory
orders in the area, forcing the
Jomiat Ulema-e-Hind leader
to withdraw his call for a
mass gathering.

Chowdhury, who had
called for a pathering of "one
crore |;‘JL‘|r|ﬂl.'“ [{}] |;.\['||[|:hl
restrictions on prayers and
the proposed relocation of
the Gouripur Jama Masjid,
backed off from the pro-
gramme after the
Bidhannagar Police
Commissionerate  invoked
Section 183 of the Bharativa
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) in Bankra area, pro-
hibiting the assembly of four
OF MONe Persons,

Police also mounted a
heavy security deployment in
the locality, with two com-
panies of central forces and
around 250 state police per-
sonnel keeping vigll to pre-
vent any untoward incident.
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Siddiqullah calls off Dum Dum
airport mosque prayer programme

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 July

Minority leader Siddigullah
Chowdhury on Friday
withdrew his proposed
programme to offer prayers
at the historic Gauripur Jame
Mosque, popularly known as
the Bankra Mosque, inside
the Dum Dum airport premises
after visiting the area and
holding discussions with senior
police officers.

The development came
amid unprecedented security
arrangements around Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport, where
the Bidhannagar Police
Commissionerate imposed
prohibitory restrictions under
Section 163 of the Bharativa
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) around Gate No. 7and
adjoining areas to preventany

THE DEVELOPMENT CAME
AMID UNPRECEDENTED
SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS
AROUND KOLKATA AIRPORT,
WHERETHE BIDHANNAGAR
POLICE COMMISSIONERATE
IMPOSED PROHIBITORY
RESTRICTIONS UNDER
SECTION 163 OFTHEBNSS

breach of peace.

A large contingent of state
police, Rapid Action Force
(RAF) personnel and Central
security forces was deployed
across the airport zone. Water
cannons were also kept on
standby as authorities sought
toensure that airport operations
remained unaffected and that
no unlawful assembly took
place. Chowdhury had earlier
announced a programme [0
offer Friday prayers at the
mosque after access to the

shrine was reportedly restricted
following the airport authorities’
decision torelocate the structure.

However, after speaking to
police officials at the airport,
heleft the area without proceeding
with the programme. He later
informed reporters that Friday's
programime would not be held
but did not elaborate on the
reasons behind his decision.

Reactingtothe development,
Dum Dum North MLA Sourav
Sikdar said the police would
examine whether there had
been any other motive behind
the proposed programme.
"Police will investigate whether
Siddiqullah had any other
purpose and wanted tocreate
unrest. The man does not
have a good record and has
often instigated people with
sensitive statements. Police
aptly handled the situation.”
Sikdar said.
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Night flight operations demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, July 17:
The Dibrugarh Press Club
has submitted a memoran-
dum to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking his
intervention for the imme-
diate commencement of
regular scheduled night
flight operations from Di-
brugarh Airport and the ear-
ly upgradation of the airport
into an international airport.

The memorandum,
signed by Press Club pres-
ident Manash Jyoti Dutta,
vice-president Anil Kumar
Poddar and general secre-
tary Ripunjoy Das, stated
that the Club has been con-
sistently pursuing these
long-pending public de-
mands through representa-
tions submitted on Decem-
ber 14, 2023, December 22,
2024, and May 31, 2025.

Highlighting Dibrugarh’s
growing strategic and eco-
nomic significance, the

memorandum pointed out
that the city has emerged
as Assam's second capital
with the establishment of
Secretariat and Legislative
Assembly infrastructure. It
further notes that Dibru-
garh has developed into the
commercial, industrial, ed-
ucational and healthcare
hub of Upper Assam, serv-
ing not only the region but
also neighbouring Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Nagaland
and adjoining border dis-
tricts. Consequently, Di-
brugarh Airport has be-
come one of the busiest air-
ports in eastern India, ca-
tering to millions of passen-
£ers every year.

The Press Club observed
that although the airport has
been equipped with modern
night landing facilities since
2010 and successfully han-
dled its first evening land-
ing in December 2014, reg-
ular scheduled night flight
operations have vet to be-

gin. It attributed the delay
primarily to an inadequate
deployment of airport oper-
ational staff and Central In-
dustrial Security Force
(CISF) personnel, resulting
in airport operations being
confined to a single shift de-
spite the availability of the
necessary technical infra-
structure.

The memorandum also
drew attention to the ongo-
ing modernisation of Dibru-
garh Airport, including the
completion of one of the
largest Air Traffic Control
(ATC) and Communica-
tions, Navigation and Sur-
veillance (CNS) complexes
in the North East. It further
noted that work on a new
integrated passenger ter-
minal building and the in-
stallation of an advanced
radar system is progress-
ing, which would signifi-
cantly enhance the air-
port’s operational capacity.

According to the Press

Club, the absence of regu-
lar evening and night flight
services continues to cause
considerable inconvenience
to business travellers, pa-
tients requiring specialised
medical treatment, stu-
dents, tourists, defence per-
sonnel and working profes-
sionals. Many passengers,
it stated, are compelled to
incur additional expendi-
ture on accommodation and
surface transport because
of limited flight connectivi-
ty during evening hours,
Expressing optimism, the
Press Club stated that
these measures would sub-
stantially boost trade, tour-
ism, healthcare, higher ed-
ucation, industrial growth
and investment across As-
sam and the north eastern
region, while further
strengthening the Govern-
ment of India’s vision of de-
veloping the North East as
the country's gateway to
South-East Asia.
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Bombscaredelays flight; lavatory note ahoax

BENGALURU, DHNS

anic gripped Kempegowda In-
Pwrn;ui:m:ﬂ Airport (KIA) briefly

after anote warning of a bomb
was found inside an aircraft lavatory,
officials said on Friday.

“Don't go Bomb Hai! Please,” the
note read.

The crew found it inside the front
lavatory of IndiGo flight 6E 6423,
which was bound for Ahmedabad from
Bengaluru, at 7.35 pm on Thursday.

Bont oor

T e Mg Her
T 2735

The note warning of explosives.

Procedure (SOP), a Bomb Threat
Assessment Committee (BTAC) was
convened at Terminal 1.

After a thorough inspection, the
=2 threat was declared a hoax and classi-

The flight was scheduled to depart at The crew found it inside the fied as “non-specific”, police sources
8pm. frontlavatory of the IndiGo flight.  said

“The threat caused significant dis- “Based on the complaint, an FIR was
ruption and concern for the safety of responsible and taking appropriate registered on Friday. An investigation
our passengers, crew and airline. We legal action,” the police complaint has been launched,” Deputy Com-
request your assistance in investigat- stated. missioner of Police (North East) GK

ing this incident, identifying the person Following the Standard Operating Mithun Kumar said.
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CCPA slams SpiceJet with
1L fine for dark patterns

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBA

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA)
has penalised low-cost carrier
Spicedet Rs | lakh for deploy-
ing deceptive user interface
tactics, commonly known as
dark patterns. on its online
flight booking platform.

A rigorous inquiry led by
CCPA Chief Commissioner
Nidhi Khare and
Commissioner Anupam
Mishra revealed that Spicelet
utilised manipulative design
features to influence con-
sumer choices and force con-
sent during ticket purchases.

The ruling called out three
prohibited digital practices:

forced action, interface inter-

ference, and trick questions.

Passengers were automati-
cally enrolled into the
SpiceClub Loyalty
Programme vin pre-ticked
checkboxes without an active
choice. The airline also ut-
lised confusing, negatively
worded consent language to
trick users into accepting pro-
motional messages via SMS,
WhatsApp, and email

The watchdog ruled that
obtaining consent through
passive default settings viol-

ates Rule 4(9) of the
Consumer Protection (E-
Commerce) Rules, 2020,
alongside provisions of the
Consumer Protection Act,
2019, and the Dark Patterns
Guidelines, 2023.

Spicelet  representative
Jasbir Choaudhary denied
deliberate deception, claim-
ing the website was customer-
friendly and auributing the
issues to an unintentional
technical error. The airline
argued its lovalty programme
carries no direct monetary
liabilities. The CCPA rejected
technical glitches as a valid
defence. emphasizing that
pre-ticked agreements alter
consumer rights without
explicit consent.
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3 grounded Bdeing 737 planes

e
e

of Jet Airways up

L

Malta-based Ace Aviation in February this year.

Yogesh Naik
yogesh.nalk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: As part of the airline’s
ongoing asset monetisation
process, three Boeing 737 air-
craft of grounded Jet Airways
will be auctioned on Saturday
following the Supreme Court's
liquidation order.

The aircrafts are parked in
Mumbai, Delhi and Hyderabad
and have reserve prices of
390.02 crore, ¥70.64 crore and
¥4.93 crore.

The third aircraft has been
priced significantly lower as it
does not have its right engine
and auxiliary power unit (APU).

The auction comes months
after three Boeing 777 aircraft
belonging to Jet Airways were
sold to Malta-based Ace Aviation
in February this year. Those air-
craft have since been made fly-
waorthy and are expected to leave
the country once they receive
certificates of airworthiness.

The Boeing 7775, bearing reg-
istrations VT-JES, VT-JEV and

for auction

VT-JEM, were sold for $16 mil-
lion, $12.5 million and $17.5 mil-
lion, respectively.

People familiar with the proc-
ess said a few more Jet Airways
aircraft are yet to be sold as their
ownership titles remain unre-
solved due to outstanding loans.

Jet Airways, founded by
Naresh Goyal in 1993, ceased
operations in April 2019 after a
prolonged financial crisis. The
Supreme Court ordered its liqui-
dation in November 2024 after
the revival efforts failed.
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Bomb hoax delays IndiGo’s
Bengaluru-Ahmedabad flight

Panic ensued on an IndiGo flight bound for
Ahmedabad from Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
International Airport on Thursday after the cabin
crew found a handwritten bomb threat message
on a piece of paper near the lavatory. The threat
was declared hoax after an extensive inspection,
said an officer investigating the case, adding that
the message on the paper read, “Don’t go, bomb
hai! Please”. The police have obtained the
passenger list and launched an investigation.
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Airports are no
longer mere
gateways; they
have become
instruments of

soft power,
connectivity, and
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Geoeconomics of Aviation

As aviation reshapes global trade and diplomacy, India must move hevond
domestic growth and position itself as the world’s next major international hub

ormally, a robust aviation

sector acts 45 a catalyst for

exponential growth through

multiplier effects in coun-
teies with abundant natural resources
and assured domestic demand. Bat,
unusually and surprisingly, aviation
has become an economic resource ko
iself for some countries that have net-
ther natural resources nor the guinies-
sential factors of production, boosting
their growth phenomenally and mak-
Ing them geopolitical powers. The magic
lies in ‘geneconomics. Today, Dubal in
the United Arab Emlrates, Slisgapone
I Southeast Asts, and Turkey—the
T between Eurepe and Asla—have
bul:jn.ﬁfwwuhlic:fgtmm largely due
1o sisstained investment in aviatson pro-
gramnes, bullding word-class airports
catering to 100-200 millisn passer
globally every year, one-third of whom
are transit passengers. While Dubai Alr-
port’s (DXB} annual direct revenue is
roighby 338 balliony, its overall economic
|:| act adds approxkmately $23-26.7

bom annually 1o Dubais GDE bumL

Lnr]_l Singapare’s Changl Alrport G
revenue reached USS24 ballion For !'
2026, As masters of global air connec-
tviry, these countries wield a tremen-
dous amount of political and economic
inflsence in the world.

Can India also leverage its aviation
secios io take advantage of geoeconom-
les? The answer coubd be in the affirma-
tve, L view of the sector’s pre-pandentic
growth of more than 10 per cent CAGR.
Tremenadous growth has been observed
In Imaliat’s awiation sector in revent years,
Dioens of modem alrports are coming
up across the country under UDAN,
transporiing around 174 million O-D
passengers (the third highest globally),
though the sector is primarily domi-
nated by domestic travel (78 per cent),
which largely sustains the industry
(LATA, June 2025), Aviation (airdines,
abrports, MRO, ground handling, ete.)
directly adds to GDP through revenues,
taxes, and spending. In India. it con-
tributed cumulatively abowt USD 536
billion and supported 7.7 million jobs
overall, as per recent assessments. Delhi
is atming to ncrexse its capacity o 100
mitllion passengers by 2030, But can it
rephuatelhe[!ubuiur!iinra};wemmiel?

Dubal International (DXB) is an
exanple of turning ones disadvantage
into an advantage with the help of vision
and strategy. A desert was transformed
into an international aviation hub to
connect 80 per cent of the worlds popu-
lation within an eight-hour fight radis.
Hundreds of secondary cities with no

=t

ey m

Globol eviotion iz intreasingly becoming om instrument of ecomomic stotecratt

direct international connectivity were
provided access by the state-run Emdr-
ates Alrbine. The UAE, through the mas-
sive expansion project at Al Maktoum
International Airport, has bullt a sys-
tem of structural dependency for the
world waorth billions. Singapore s just
a clty-state of 5.9 million people, with
no aodeworthy natural resources or a
significant domestic market. Surpris-
ingly, Chang Alrport catered to 70 mil-
lion passengers bn 2025, [t 1s not just ain
abrport but a huge national, man-made
economic assel facilitating the E
flow of le. capital, and cargo. Simi-
lasly, Tﬁauge lw‘n.:*.%ed its =r.r.ulr$ic loca-
thoe by expanding Istanbal Airport into
one of mﬂu[-gmuwuﬂ] .!Lr|:wtb n
the wosld, providic inscal and com-
merclal m."::‘s mlf;g:*keu that other
countries could not. In 2025, Istanbul
Alrport served B4 million passengers,
of whom 36 million were transit
sengers who never sie out of the
wrrﬁ?mL It connects J%UPmd.emtmluns
across 110 countries, bduding many i
Africa that most Western alrlines have
shied away from. It has surpassed even
H.enﬁmm',?chatbe; de Gaulle, and Frank-
furt, not 10 menthon major airports in
the United States. China handled aronnd
1.5 billion passenger trips in 225 and
is reportedly lnvesting beavily in inter-
nathonal aviation as part of its Belt and
Raad Inatiative.

Albrports are no longer mere gate-
wiays; d:j are instruments of ‘soft
power and Influence, along with being
dirivers of income. Infrastriscture invest-
mient, operational strategy, and the accu-
malation of conpectivity will determine
which couniry moves ahead of the oth-
ers in the race. Analysts belleve that

the future global balance of power will
depeud nod only on military ca ili-
tes or pnlnllml influence but on
who succeeds in bullding mega avia-
tion networks and workd-class terminals,
outsmarting the existing aviation habs.
India, with 65-68 per cent of its
opulatbon i the working-age group,
fhsng ECOR0MmIC ful:dmﬁnmﬂn!i
huge domestic market—naof to mentiorn
political stability—is definitely poised to
emerge a5 one of the wodds major avia-
thion hubs within the next decade. Indza
occuples a central position in South
Asla by virtue of its geography and can
serve a3 a bridge between the East and
the West [t has proximity to the Mid-
dle East, Europe, Africa. and Southeast
Asta Remirtances low from its dias-
pora, while trade Haks with Gulf natsons
ensure natural traffic flows. Progections
forecast that India will emerge among
the worlds top three aviation players
ins the lnng term. Reportedly, plans 1o
develop Delhi. Mumbali, and Bengaluru
as trandit hubs to challenge Gulf carders
are slready underway.
Adrports in [ndia have doubled from
74 in 2014 to 159 by 2024 Under the
UDAN scheme, hundreds of reghonal
routes have become operafional, con-
necting Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities through
mode than 90 arports and over 600
routes. According to the PIB, 24,023.37
crore as Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
has been disbursed o promote con-
nectivity to underserved and remote
regions. The positive effects are, of
course, visible in tourism, healthcare
access, and overall trade. Private play-
ers like Adand have undertaken major
capex projects involving the construe-
tion and expansion of auliipleairports.

GMRSsairports in Delhi and Hyderabad
are making huge investments in expan-
sion, developing serocities and cargo
terminals that are cleardy visible to pas-
sengers durbng take-off or landing. The
National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP)
2016 targets massive growth in passen-
ger traffic and cargo movement. The
market continues to be sustained by bow-
cost flights, whose demand is assured by
the growth of the middle dlass and rising
disposable lncomes.

However, to compete with Dubai
or Singapore, India has to address cer-
taln structural challenges in the sectoe
Firat, current operations are insufficient
even to handle poini-to-point domses-
tic traffic efficiently. while transit traffic
rematis limited, with nearly 85 per cent
sthll routed theowgh Gulf bubs. i,
service quality, immigration and seeu-
rify delays, skill shortages, dependence
on overseas MRO services, and high
operaling costs make the competition
stiff. Third, unpredictable pr fuel
price shocks, regulatory issues, and the
ner monopely of 2 few operators such
as IndiGo and Alr India make airline
econoncs complex and less aftractive.
Last but not least 1s the uncertainty aris-
Ing from poticy isues such as ownership
rules, taxation, bilateral agreements,
and coordination between the Centre
and the states.

The ongoing Middle East conflict
has dented Dubais reputation as a
secure and tnvulnerable aviation hub.
India, as 3 peaceful country with zero
tolerance for terrorism, commands
respect among nations and can emerge
ad an jdeal alternative international
aviation transit podni. As a t'asl:-gmw-
g, econamy with enormous natural
respurces, India should embark on a
rission to fill this vacuum by creat-

wiorld-class aviathon hubs. Superior
infrastructure, coupbad with operational
efficlency, is the need of the hour o
ensure hassle-free connectivity, faster
r:m&s&m& high-end amenities, and

arge carge-handling facilities. Open
policies are needed to encourage liberal
bilateral agreements, fax incentives, and
integration with broader ecosystems in
towrtsm, finance. trade, and real estate
(including aerotropolises). A route
expansion strafegy must be pursued
aggressively io guarantee enhanced ease
of dolsig bissiness. Needless to say, a fas-
sighted vislon that transforms airports
Intoeconomic assets capable of fuelling
vwth and enbancing Indid gulﬂr
itical Influence should be the gui
force. India can dio it
Views expressed are personal
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DGCA bars South Asia’s largest flight
training body from takmg in students

S LALITHA @ New Dethi

AVIATION regulator; the Direc:
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), has prohibited
South Asia’s largest flight
training school, the Redbird
Flight Training Academy, from
taking on board any fresh stu-
dents for pilot training pro-
grammes until Aungust 31, 2027
This follows multiple com-
plaints received against the
academy from trainee pilots,

gays the regulator.

Redbird has bases in Baramati,
Kalbauragi, Lilabri, Belagavi
and Seoni. This is the second
major action against the acad-
emy. Itz operations were sus-
pended by the DGCA in Octo-
ber 2023 for two months after it
was involved in five incidents
in six months. On April 4, 2026,
it was imvolved in an air ambn-
lance incident in Jharkhand in

which seven people died.

The DGCA order, dated July
16, said action has been initi-
ated against Redbird due to the
following five reasons — pro-
longed delays in completion of
training, unilateral revision of
training charges to Rs 3,000 per
flying hour, citing fuel escala-
tion, inadequate and dispropor-
tionate fee refunds, execution
of revised agreements by im-
posing additional charges, and

alleged denial of access to
training facilities for students
unwilling to accept the revised
terms. The DGCA carried out
a spot inspection of its premis-
es too on July 8 when it
found multiple discrepancies,
the order said.

Redbird presently had 435ac-
tive and 92 non-active trainee
pilots, the regulator said. As
per aviation regulations, there
need to be only ten students re-
ceiving training per aircraft.

Karan Mann, a senior man-
ager at Redbird, confirmed the
receipt of the order “We have
more than 500 students pres-
ently and have 43 aircraft. We
had placed an order for ten
more aircraft. and they are ex-
pected to arrive shortly, Due to
global tensions, they have got
delayed. We have plans for the
future, including opening new
bases across India shortly, in-
cluding in Uttar Pradesh.”
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Pakistan extends airspace ban for Indian aircraft

SAJIAD HUSSAIN
B |slamabad/Karachi

Pakistan on Saturday extended the
closure of its airspace to Indian aircraft
until August 23, according to the
country's airports authority.

Pakistan and India imposed match-
ing airspace restrictions on each
other’s airlines after the Pahalgam ter-
rorist attack in April 2025.

“Pakistan airspace not available for
Indian-registered aircraft and aircraft
operated or leased by Indian
airlinesfoperators, including military
flights,” said a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) issued by the Pakistan
Airports Authority,

According to the NOTAM, the restric-

tion will remain in force until 11:59 pm
on August 23. The decision was taken
ahead of the expiry of the previous ban
on July 24. The country’s airspace is

divided into two flight information
regions (FIRs) - Karachi and Lahore,
according to a Pakistan Civil Aviation
Authority document from 2022. The
NOTAM applies to both the Karachi and
Lahore FIRs.

The ban has been extended monthly
since last year, causing financial prob-
lems for airlines and extended travel
time for passengers. India has also
maintained a reciprocal airspace ban
on all Pakistani-registered aircraft,
airlines, and military flights as part of
measures taken against Pakistan in the
wake of the Pahalgam terror attack
that killed 26 people last year.

Both countries closed their respec-
tive airspace to each other's airlines
after the attack. (PTI)
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