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| Mumbai Port welcomes

2.4 Iakh cruisars

ﬁi ‘—]

n_-—l

s ATERSATIONAL CRUISE TEAMINAL

Mumbai Port Authority
(MbFA) handled more
than 2.4 lakh cruise
passengers and 95 cruise
vessels during the
financial year 2025-26.

Passengers travelled

2,40,346
Domestic cruise
Vessels 87

Passengers 2,26,837

International
cruise

Vessels 8
Passengers 13,509

Mumbai Int'l
Cruise Terminal

Area 415 lakh sq ft
Capacity: 10 lakh

passengers/year

The focus

. now |s on

enhancing passenger
convenience,
strengthening
destination
connectivity and
ensuring coordinated
efforts among all
stakeholders
associated with cruise
operations

-Dr M Angamuthu
Chairperson of MbPA

10,000 passengers/day

Cruise vessels

with a capacity of

up to 4,500
passengers can be
accommodated at the
terminal

Text: Sweety Bhagwat
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Flyer kicks cabin crew after food cart
brushes his leg on Frankfurt-Hyd flight

Times NEws NETwoRK

Hyderabad: A criminal case
has been registered against
an international passenger
for allegedly misbehaving
with a cabin crew member
aboard a Lufthansa flight on
Friday.

The incident occurred on
board the LH732 Frankfurt-
Hyderabad flight which took
off from Frankfurtat1.32pm
(Central European time; 5.02
pm in Indian time) and lan-
ded in Hvderabad at 1.15am -

aduration of approximately
eight hours.

According to RGIA poli-
ce, the complainant, 59-year-
old German national Peter
Baucer, was pushing a trol-
ley down theaisle when it ac-
cidentally struck the leg of a
passenger who had stretched
hislegintothe passage.

“Even after I apologised,
the accused became aggres-
sive and kicked my leg. Asa
result, I suffered an abra-
sion,” Baucer stated in his
complaint.

Policesaid the crew mem-
beragainattempted topacify
the passenger, buthealleged-
ly continued to behave ag-
gressively. Later; as the flight
was preparing to land, Bau-
cer asked the passenger to
fold his tray table. The pas-
senger allegedly refused and
showed hismiddlefingerina

gesture of defiance.

The accused was identifi-
ed as Satish Kumar. He was
booked under Sections 131
and 296 of BNS, Although the
incident oceurred on Friday,
the complaint was lodged
with RGIA police on Monday,
and the matter came to light
on Wednesday.

Police said they have
summoned the accused. “He
is a senior citizen and has so-
ught some time to visit the
police station,” an RGIA out-
post police official told TOL.
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With increase in user fee, flying to and
from Bhogapuram airport to get dearer

Times News NeTwork

Visakhapatnam: Flving in
and out of Visakhapatnam
will cost more once the upco-
ming new Bhogapuram air-
port gets operational later
this summer, when commer-
cial flights from the existing
Naval airbase will stop. Do-
mestic passengers flying out
and into Bhogapuram will
pay T835 and 355, respective-
ly, as user development fee
(UDF).

This fee for outbound in-
ternational passengers will
be1,255 and 2545 for inbound
(taxes extra on all), accor-
ding to the ad hoc tariff order
issued by the Airports Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority
of India (AERA).

The GMR-backed Visak-
hapatnam International Air-

® As soon as traffic

s Next, work will

¢ Bhogapuram

airport opens hits 80%, work will start on phase Il
with phase 1 start on phase Il which will increase
capacity of which will double the | the capacity to

60 lakh passen-
gers per annum

capacity to 1.2 crore
passengers annually

1.8 crore passengers
annually

port Ltd (GVIAL) had propo-
sed a distance-based UDF for
domestic passengers in three
slabs —less than 500 km, 500-
1000 km and over 1,000 km.
The UDF proposed for outho-

und ranged from %840 to
2,300 and inbound ranged
from 2380 and 1,000,

The UDF proposed for in-
ternational departures and
arrivals was %3200 and

71,250, respectively.

“The existing airport in
Visakhapatnam is a civil en-
clave currently owned and
operated by the Navy (INS
Dega) while the passenger
terminal is operated by Air-
ports Authority of India.

Commercial operations
at the existing Vizag Naval
Airfield will be stopped once
the operations commence at
Bhogapuram International
Airport,” says the order from
AFERA.

This is the first time in 18
vears when an existing air-
port in a city is being shut af-
ter anew one opens.

In 2008, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad had got new air-
ports after which HAL and
Begumpet were closed in tho-
setwo metros for commercial
operations, respectively.
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Navi Mum airport
could start int'l
flights from July 15

Mumbai: Navi Mumbai airpo-
rt is expected to commence int-
ernational operations from Ju-
ly 15 with both passenger and
cargo [lights, said a top official
of the airport on Wednesday
The second MMR airport was
commissioned on Dec 25, 2025,
and currently is the eighth bu-
siest in India in terms of pas-
senger traffic, accordingto Air-
ports Authority of Indiadata.
“On July 15, we are starting
with freighters, and we expect
the freighters to ramp up to al-
most 18 weekly flights. Good ne-
ws is also that there is moveme-
ntonthe passenger side and ho-
pefully on July 15 international
passenger flights will also st-
art,” said BV J K Sharma, CEO
of NMIAL, speaking to the me-
dia on the sidelines of a logis-
tics conclave, He added both In-
diGo and Air India Express are
sel to operate international
flights from NaviMumbai. tw
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Airlines’ operating profit to drop
10-15%in FY27: Report

MUMBAL, PTE The operating
profit of domestic airlines is
estimated to decline 10-15%
this fiscal due 1o elevated avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) pric-
es, airspace restrictions and
rupee depreciation amid the
West Asia conflict, a CRISIL
report said on Wednesday.
Rating agency CRISIL also
said that the combined impact
of higher costs, constrained

costs under normal circum-
stances and can go to as much
as 60% of total operating ex-
penditure during periods of
extreme fuel price volatility.

Such fluctuations can sig-
nificantly impact airline op-
erations, route planning and
fare stability.

The West Asia conflict has
led toasharpaverageincrease
of over 50% in global ATF

pricing power
and capacity
rationalisation
is expected to
reduce the ag-
gregate oper-
ating profit of
the airlines to
Rs 16,000-17,000 crore this
fiscal from around Rs 19,000
crore in the preceding finan-
cial year.

Any respite from lower jet
fuel prices, driven by a poten-
tial resolutionof the conflictin
West Asia, will contain further
escalation in fuel costs for air-
lines, it said.

However, ongoing fleet
expansion will push up lease
rentals, and that, coupled with
moderating operating profits,
could weaken lease service-
ability through internal aceru-
als, the report noted, adding
that the upshot is expected
to be around a 15% increase
in rental costs to Rs 27,000-
28,000 crore this fiscal,

Jet fuel accounts for nearly
40% of an airline's operating

prices wversus
the pre-conflict
levels,

This has sig-
nificantly in-
am Creased airlines’

" operating costs
as fuel accounts
for 40-50% of the costs, CRI-
SILsaid. Although global ATF
prices have begun to ease
from around $145 per barrel
(week ending June 5) tobelow
around $125 currently, they
remainsignificantlyabove the
average of $90 in the preced-
ing fiscal, the report outlined.

The evolving geopolitical
situation points to a potential
resolution of the conflict, in-
cluding the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, a primary
global energy supply route,
in the near term, which could
further ease fuel prices, the
rating agency observed.

However, since the first
quarterof this fiscal hasborne
the brunt of the ATF price
surge, overall fuel costs for
the full fiscal will remain high.
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IndiGo expands
beyond flying, starts

airport cab service

NITIN KUMAR
Mew Delhi, June 18

INDIGO, INDIA'S LARGEST
airline, on Thursday launched
‘Cabswith IndiGo’.a dedicated
airport transfer service that
will allow passengers to book
rides to and from airports
across the country, asthe car-
rieracceleratesits transforma-
tion into a broader travel-ser-
vices platform.

Integrated with the air-
line’s loyalty programme,
IndiGo BluChip,

Customers can

remain the dominant vehicle
category, particularly forair-
porttransfers.

Powered by travel-tech
firm Mojoboxx, the service

offers confirmed rides,
assured pick-up, transparent
pricing  without surge

charges, free cancellation
until pick-up time and up to
30 minutesof complimentary
waiting time. Customers can
reserve acabby paying T49 at
the time of booking.
The airline said the service
is aimed at

the service addressing com-
enables cus-  reserveacabby  mon pain points
tomers to pre-  paying %49 at the for air travellers,
book airport time of booking including last-
transfersthrough minute cancella-
the airline’s web- — tions, uncertain

site and mobile

app. BluChip members will
earn five reward points for
every ¥100 spent on cab
bookings.

The move comes at a time
when airport transfers are
emerging as a significant seg-
ment of the country’s rapidly
growing ride-hailing market.
According to industry esti-
mates, the Indian taxi market
was valued at nearly $24 bil-
lionin 2025 andis projected to
almostdoubleby 203 4,driven
byapp-based bookings and ris-
ing demand for airport and
corporate travel. Ride-hailing
services account for about
9% of the market, while cars

cab availability
and fluctuating fares during
peak hours.

“The introduction of Cabs
with IndiGo strengthens this
vision by ensuring that every
stage of the journey, from
home to the airport and
onward to the final destina-
tion, is smooth, dependable,
and stress-free,"said Neetan
Chopra,chief digital and infor-
mation officer,IndiGo

“As we continueto enhance
our suite of travel solutions,
this service reinforces our
promise of offering meaning-
ful, hassle-free, and consistent
mobility to our customers,”
Chopraadded.
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AirIndia Express to launch Abu Dhabi
flights from NMIA from July 15

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
Mumbai, June 18

AIR INDLAEXPRESS will com-
mence flights to Abu Dhabi
from Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional airport (NMIA), with
this devalo prednd, the aklines
15 st to beoome one of the first
carriers © launch interna
tional operations from MAMLA
Draily flights are set to com
mence from [uly 15, sources
sald.

The servicewill be operated
using a Boeing 737-8 MAX
alreraft, The outbound flight

to Abu Dhabi will operate as
1X2005, while the return ser
vice will be numbered IX2 06,
The alrdine also Mies o Abu
Dhahbi from Mumbai Interma
tional alrport (CSMEA).

The international service
at KMIA wil com plement Als
Inddia Express'existing domes
tic operations from MMIA,
when: the airline alreadyoper
ates fights to Drelhi and Ben
palur, The development
comes as MMLA prepares to
commence international pas-
senger and cargo operations
next month. Industry sources

indicate that [ndiGo is also in
disourss ions fo biunch interma
tiomal services from the airport
on thesameday

Theatrport's planstobegin
International and cargo opera-
tionswere recentlyconfirmed
by HMIA Chalrman Captaln
AVIK Sharma, Speaking onthe
sidelines of the BCBA Logistics
Conclave 2026 m Mumbai,
Sharma sald the alrportistar
geting the launch of mvterna
tional passenger services and
cargo [relghter operations
from fuly 15, subject to final
regulatory approvals,
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Nashik air services reduced

FPJ News Service

NASHIK

Rising Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) prices and tensions in
the Gulf region have begun
affecting flight operations at
Nashik Airport, with airlines
reducing services to control
operational costs.

From Wednesday, one
morning flight each on the
Nashik-Goa and Nashik-
Hyderabad routes has been
suspended for the next two
months. Earlier, a flight ser-
vice on the Nashik-Delhi route
had also been discontinued.
The reduction in services is
expected to impact passen-
gers travelling for business,
tourism and medical pur-
poses.

Nashik Airport currently
offers connectivity to major
cities such as Ahmedabad,
Indare, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, Goa and Delhi
Until recently, there were two
daily flights each to
Hyderabad and Delhi While

the Delhi service was
expected o resume in July,
the rise in ATF prices has
increased financial pressure
on  airlines, prompting a
review of operations.

The suspension ol flights to
Goa has also been linked to a
seasonal decline in tourist
traffic after June. With lower
passenger demand during the
monsoon period, airlines have
found it commercially unvi-
able to continue operating
certain services.

The move is likely 1o incon-
venience Nashik's business
community, which relies
heavily on regular air connec-
tivity to commercial hubs
such as Hyderabad, Delhi and

Bengaluru. The reduction in
morning flights may make

same-day  business travel
more difficult.

Industry observers noted
that the issue is not limited to
Nashik, as airlines across the
country and globally are
facing higher fuel costs and
operational challenges. Flight
schedules are being revised at
several alrports as carriers
seek 1o manage expenses.

Ajrport authorities and air-
lines have informed passen-
gers about the changes and
advised travellers to check
updated schedules through
official websites and mohbile
applications before planning
their journeys.
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Airline cos’ operating profit to fall
15% in FY27 on higher ATF prices

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBA
—_—

The aggrepgate operating profit
of domestic airlines is pro-
jected o plummet by 10% to
15%, dropping to ¥16,000 crone
o 17000 crore, down from
approximately ¥19.000 crore
lnst fiscal, according to a
detailed  sector  analysis
released by CRISIL Ratings.
The projection is driven by ris-
ing jet fuel prices, a weakening
rupee, and soaring aircraft
lease rentals, which are collec-
tively straining airlines’ cash

h_ A IS _—
flows, Indian airlines are

facing an intense financial
squeeze this fiscal year as a
toxic cocktnil of elevated fuel
prices, a weakening rupee, and
airspace restrictions stemming
from the West Asia conflict
takes its tll. The primary dis-
ruptor this fiscal has been the
‘Wiest Asia conflict, which sent
global Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) prices soaring by more

than 50% above pre-conflict
benchmarks. Because fuel
typically commands 40% 1o
50% of an airline’s wial operat-
ing expenditure, the spike
dealt an immediate blow w
carrier balance sheets,

CRISIL Ratings Deputy
Chief Ratings Officer Manish
Gupta said, "The surge in glo-
bal fuel prices following the
onset of the conflict has
increased the operating cost of
airlines significantly. Even with
the expected moderation in
fuel prices, they will remain
above last fiscal's levels™
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DGCA calls for safety review
of uncontrolled airstrips

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
called for an immediate re-
view of the operational
conditions at uncontrolled
airstrips  across the
country.

Expressing concern ov-
er accidents at such air-
strips in the recent past
due to inadequate safety
standards for aircraft oper-
ations, the DGCA said sev-
eral uncontrolled airstrips
were being utilised for the
landing and departure of
aircraft. “It is also noted
with concern that, in the
past, certain accidents and
incidents have occurred at
and in the vicinity of such
airstrips, highlighting the
critical importance of
maintaining adequate safe-
ty standards for aircraft op-
erations,” the aviation reg-
ulator said in a safety
advisory issued to owners
and operators of uncon-
trolled airstrips.

Official sources said run-
ways that did not have a

In January, a plane carrying
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar had crashed
at an uncontrolled airfield.

functional Air Traffic Con-
trol tower were categor-
ised as uncontrolled air-
strips.

The tragic accident in
which Deputy Chief Minis-
ter of Maharashtra Ajit Pa-
war and four others were
killed on January 28, 2026,
occurred at Baramati,
which is an uncontrolled
airfield. The aircraft in-
volved in the accident was
a Learjet 45, owned by M/s
VSR Ventures Pvt Ltd.

Under the provisions of
Section 4 of the Civil Avia-
tion Requirements (CAR),
the DGCA prescribes the
minimum safety require-

ments to be complied with
by operators of airstrips
used for aircraft
operations.

“It has come to the not-
ice of DGCA that a number
of such airstrips are not be-
ing maintained in accor-
dance with the prescribed
standards, thereby adver-
sely affecting the safety of
flight operations,” the advi-
sory said.

Periodic inspections
Consequently, all such air-
port and airstrip operators
were advised to undertake
an immediate review of the
operational conditions of
their facilities and ensure
strict compliance. The op-
erators were advised to
carry out periodic inspec-
tions and maintenance of
critical infrastructure, in-
cluding runways, taxiways,
aprons, visual aids, mark-
ings, drainage systems,
boundary fencing, and ac-
cess control arrangements.
“Any deficiencies affecting
operational safety should
be rectified without delay,”
the DGCA said.
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®Domestic airlines’ bottomline totake ahitin FY27

Domestic airlines’ operating profit is estimated to decline this fiscal in the backdrop of
elevated aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices, airspace restrictions and rupee depreciation
amid the West Asia conflict, according to a report by CRISIL.

10-15%

Decline estimatedin
operating profit of domestic
airlines in FY27

OPERATING PROFIT
OUTLOOK

®Combined impact of higher
costs, constrained pricing
power and capacity
rationalisation is expected to
reduce aggregate operating
profit to ¥16,000-17,000 crin
FY27 from around 19,000 cr
in preceding year

® Any respite from lower ATF
prices, driven by a potential
resolution of the conflict, could
contain further escalation in FUEL COSTSTRUCTURE

Tl st ek o @ |et fuel accounts for nearly 40% | of extreme fuel price volatility
LEASE AND COST of an airline’s operating costs ®The crisis led to a sharp average
PRESSURES under normal conditions increase of over 50% in global ATF

g : ®|t can rise up to 60% in periods prices vs the pre-conflict levels
#0ngoing fleet expansion is

expected to push up lease

rentals, which, along with The surge in global fuel prices
oderati ing profi

e il _ following the onset of the conflict

serviceability through hasincreased the operating cost of

internal accruals airlines significantly. Even with the

®The report estimates expected moderation in fuel prices, they

aUnaaivs inrsace will remain above the levels of last fiscal”

rental costs to $27.000-
28,000 cr this fiscal MANISHGUPTA, DEPUTY CHIEF RATINGS OFFICER AT CRISIL RATINGS
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Akasa Air raises
debt ceiling, eyes
gnvernmcnt credit

thpah Bankaglemin com
MLIMBAI

kasa Adr has inereased
= ||4|rru'|.\ir|!.|; lienit
mere thinn threefobd to

13950 crore from TL200 orore
an Lnlia's vouggiest abrline kools
{0 Fuwd s prowing operations
el tiep a gosvertimeent -hacked
credit programme,

SNV Aviation, Abkiesa's Bald-
ing company, approved the
new bemrroavingg limit at a special

shareholdier meetng bn May,

Follosingan ineresese in March
2025, Adr India Exgress mised
fts beovrrowing limdt by 25% to
LT SO0 crore in March.

“Comsidering the growing
operations  and  resultnng
Increase in the fnancial
recpiremend of {hecosmgeny in
{haer rear fodurs and he pro-
sl avaibment of the Emer-
gy Credin Line Guaranies
Seheme (ECLGS) that is likely
fo b prrowicled by thie govern
mien o airfles, i s proposed
thint o sunpersaerding ressdutjon
e e, A,

India’s third-largest carrier last
raised 1,200 crore in 25

us the airline aceelerates
expransion. The carmier is tnddng
delivery ofat least e alrerafl
every mofth, whicl is nereas-
imgritsfunding neetds foropem-
tigans. Afr Indkin Fxpavss'scussis
iTerent as bt dncurs highes
e s | il bseruagatiomn bn ol e
et ioaail opserations lnked o
theMiddle East,” said Gagun
ke, sessbor view presbidlent -oll
] gz el arvlation at binodier

age Elara Securities.
(n 5 May, the governmeni
anmregeced o U5 000 croresange
part  package

the culntry’s The airline said under ECLGS,
third-largest alr-  that accessto the  hocking loans for
Hie, kel |!IJ-II1~T" proposed ECLGS \_alﬁllmim_llll‘l!:;dl
lution filed with facility could jori fuwed prricesand
the ministry ol disruptions  In
corporate alfpirs enableit to West Asbi, wlidich
last wewk, SRoure Sovens il jrressnTe o6

The Mumbai backedfunding  iheir finances.
hearsae] carrler said The measure is

the  adilidonal
brrewvingg e oo of T2,750
crore couhkl come through
Tl livles such as sabe-and-
lesisebiick of atreraft, credii-
b o g eos, oo dis
cowntirgand the govermments
pirline-specilic ECLGS pro-
grminini, Tl ki acebad i
aecess o e progosed ECLGS
Facility eoudd enable i o secure
soverelgn-backed Tunding.
Abarsa Afr died not immiedi
ey respomnid o Minf s queries,
*Aknsn Air's move o
bnerease fis borroding it i
perirmarily dhriven b its growing
wrirking capital requiremients

libemiled to o
shicrt-term Deguiciey chullenges
and help carriers maintain
opsrations amiled rL«I:!g Cusis
i e rating peisseniger il
Fie oo, Thie pac kige: forms
jsart of thee broader T2.5 irillion
ECLLS fromework appooyed
by the Ulnibon caliined.

Al which made s debut
I 2022 Insg rase] 11 200 croge
Frem Benggluru-besed billloa-
wires Azirm Premii and Ranjon
Pai el Murrmibsai- hasedt waenlth
managemient lrm 3600 Che
Assi Lust year.

For an extencded persiomn of
i ke, g b liveminit. com



AIRPUH 'S AUT HDHITY IZ_]'F iNUL&.

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 158 oTUMBE 20746

T & FAR o forT
 TTEe ¥ Wi S

u T g, T fee fRFPR ¥ =% e A W

ST s RIm I
AT T e v Rmdi s fen e Em i
FITER T UE 9 WA AW 9 A 5 5 R e
Fm S v T vw B S h A e T e s
AT TR gy T ) e
T (T ) Rvrrt Fir 3 9 W i =
FOFA TR # &1 Fe 5 Sim A W
) P e GE1803 S HCIC o B ey e T 28
A T L L Y e
R TR m IAY®  dnwETE T
W o e § o OEweEiR0R AR H iR H o
g 200 W AN F F e wE  H v 9 Pewmm W B onh
HER TR AN T W i s I e
PR WA i PO W S | 5 R v e
(g F e Pl W R A TER ¥ e Pifa e am
=R 7450 4 Fee 5 #0 B o 740
BN TR BN TH GO S 9 e | TR wi o



AIRPUF\ ISAUT HOR!T‘Y EJ!- iNL‘HA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RAJASTHAN PATRIEA JATPUR 17 JUNE 2026

W TG A TEe
i HTAH! AT

Taqr @ ufsen, B i e
= A e
TEiEE § HITET & 70 U O
F FEE FEE R
W | B T
= fom = ﬁﬁm

EET T W m:
vz ot @ g F
A 5 Al 3EF & S0 T
=1 firrrm = T w1230
o = & 3o o ani =
et e it s v
T | U S A S EEA
¥ 1% A2 TR A 1.30 =Sl
s & fom v



	DB-JAI-18 JUN.JPG
	DB-JAI-18 JUN-A.JPG
	DBU DL 19JUN2026.jpg
	DJ DL 19JUN2026.JPG
	DJ DL 19JUN2026A.JPG
	DJ DL 19JUN2026B.JPG
	DN- JAI-17 JUN.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-18 JUN.JPG
	TOI-HYD-18 JUN.JPG
	TOI-HYD-18 JUN-A.JPG
	TOI-MUM-18 JUN.JPG
	DB DL 19JUN2026.JPG
	DBU DL 19JUN2026.JPG
	DH-BAN-18 JUN.JPG
	FE DL 19JUNE2026.jpg
	FE DL 19JUNE2026A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-18 JUN.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-18 JUN-A.JPG
	HU-ND-19 JUN.jpg
	IE-ND-19 JUN.JPG
	MINT DL 19JUNE2026.jpg
	NBT DL 19JUN2026.JPG
	RP-JAI-17 JUN.JPG

