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Engine glitch grounds Air India
San Francisco flight in Kolkata

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA 17 JUNE

An Air India Aight from San
Francisco to Kolkata was
declared Aircraft on Ground
(AOG) following left engine
failure

Shortly before its scheduled
departure for Mumbai, early
Monday the airline was forced
to de-board over 220 pas-
sengers and arrange hotel
accommodation, officials
said. The Boeing 777-200LR
aircraft, registered as VT-
AEF, operating as flight A1180,
landed at Kolkata's Netaji
SubhasChandra Bose Inter-
national Airportat 12.47 a.m.
The aircraft was scheduled
to depart for Mumbai at 2
a.m, continuing its final leg
of the long-haul SFO-CCU-
BOM route.

However, alter boarding
was completed, the aircraft
was declared AOG by the Air
India Aircraft Maintenance
Engineer (AME), citing tech-
nical reasons, sources at the
Airports Authority of India
(AAD) said. Sources said a
mechanical fault was detected
in the left engine. As aresult,
all 224 passengers on board
were asked to disembark.
"Due to an unexpected tech-
nical snag, the aircraft could
not be cleared for departure
Passengers were safely de-
boarded and accommodated

in hotels while the issue is
being addressed,” said an
airline official on condition
of anonymity. Ground oper-
ations were managed by the
AAl and Air India personnel,
ensuring a smooth transition
of affected passengers. Tech-
nical teams have been
deployed to assess the fault,
and no revised departure
timeline has yet been pro-
vided.

The Boeing 777-200LR is
part of Air India’s long-haul
Aeet and is typically deployed
on ultra-long-haul routes
such as San Francisco-India
sectors. The unexpected
grounding adds pressureon
the airline, which has recently
undertakena fleet-wide review

aircraft amid height-
ened scrutiny of safety pro-
tocols. No injuries were report-
ed during the de-boarding
process, and p were
provided meals and assis-

tance, the airline said. Sources
said the flight passengers
were sent to Mumbai with
another flight for their final
flying to San Francisco. A
senior Air India duty official
said that the aircraft’s captain
informed passengers that
the decision was made in
the interest of flight safety.
Earlier on Monday, Air India’s
fight A12493 from Mumbai
to Ahmedabad was cancelled
after facing delays due to
operational issues, citing
sources, The Airbus A321-
211 (VT-PPL), assigned to
operate the fight, was initially
delayed for unspecified rea-
SONS.

During this time, the
assigned crew exceeded their
fight duty time limitations
(FDTL), the maximum hours
crew members are allowed
to work to ensure safety,
leading to the flight's can-
cellation,
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Dangerous landing

at Lucknow airport

LI O

A Sandi Adrlines flight carmving
=0 Hal pllgrima from Jeddalh
experienced o rough and
alarmming |anding at
Chaudhary  Charan  Singh
Internatiorml Alrpott an June
15 Spor ler anved armonke Hl:]llﬂrd
from the slnrafts wiheele and
the lmpact was 40 severe Ll
passcrEer bomls strock the
cabin celling, while overbead
hggnge fell on them

The Mrectorate General of
OVl AsSutioen [DNRCA) termed
the landing danserous and s
sought a6 explapation [rom
the alfling. According. o
sErees, waler an the momesy
promplad the pllot 1o se
aqua management.” 8 wch
plijuie ised for landing on wet
sirfaces While effective in
grippiig the rumway, it caused
g ol that deréesed the
PSS TECIS

Plane majorly
carried hajj
pilgrims, impact
made passengers
hit cabin roof

Eyvowilnesses rensnded
video ai the womiml, Thooeh
i inpries were reported, the
incident caused panic. The alr-
pirt’s [li'e team spraved foam
and woter, and it ook 20 min-
utes to bring the stustion
under oontrol. Passenger
Abdil Miannan af Flazsbhad
b I fek lbes e plicadt had
Croshod
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Ahmedabad air crash triggers mental crisis for

Uroo | Khan
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aviation aspirants

Aviation suggestion:

Far Hasan a formas semor osbin crew mernbor with
7 yonrn of experiance in avintion, sugoeated to the
Fiea Press Journsl thet “Sround tirme |2 s spectsdly
whod e For the security check losms and |f they amn
gven the time o propesr |y go through sach paremister
e | @i sure rrisbuages ca i lee oo Bro | leid, S lation

o raslne coe of the asfest modes of trmnapoalt

What a mental health expert says:
Qinical peychologet Dr, Nea Anand highlghtod the
ortic s nead for mentad health support In such cirouwm-
stances “For young minds, watching their drasms
sudden iy barcam inierd o death and dizaster con be
dimoply destadslining.” she comemanted. Dr. Ansrd
Purthir pobed fhl "Aviation instilutes de | nelutdls men-
tal well-breing sessfons. bl sfudents rmumt mow find e
whrefegth hinrmoses past hes traunma
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(BACL), and ANSE on Tussday
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8 Glola| Innovation Hub, Dis
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willur BAC s Busireze Park
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Air India's
Boeing 787 fleet

viation watchdog DGCA on

A['Il‘:lesday said surveillance of Air
dia's Boeing 787 fleet did not

reveal any major safety concerns in
the wake of the fatal plane crash in
Ahmedabad last week. DGCA officials
held a detailed review meeting with
top Air India and Air India Express
executives.
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PURPOSE ONLY)

FLIGHTS WATER
LOGGING FUEL
PASSENGER WOES

@ —— \"iu:iuuﬁuf}\:murIcakingthmugh
pananyyye airport ceilings and flooded airport
chaos al @DelhiAirport termingl 1is falling apart I]{]”TS recent h went '\'Iﬂ.'l]. Wi 1h ‘
due to heavy rain several stranded passengers sharing
their disbelief and frustration online

oy -

Heavy rain and thunderstorms lashed Delhi on
Tuesday, diverting at least 12 flights from the Indira
Gandhi International (1GI) Airport. Interruptions in
flight operations have surged recently, especially
for Air India. The Ahmedabad plane crash on June 12
has prompted overcautious checking of all possible
technical snags. But there's more as the woes of
travellers spilt online when floodgates seemed to
open at the recently renovated Terminal .

Amir Hassan
TeAmirHncsan M E

vy Jai Hind & : sairindia Due to the sudden

' cancellation of Al 2492 (Lucknow
Nawe Delhi on Tuesday. to Mumbal) on 17 June, | missed my
connecting intermational flight Al 921 to
\Wiho creates such waterialis? Riyadh (PNR: TU2BFI),
— ‘ Mo support was given at the alrport.

World class T1 alrpor in

This is affecting my job abread, and |

NS L .
= may lose employment because of this.

il, sihandardeep ahuja

EDein & Dol bl abne S0l e pt e PP
s ' ¥ i h Ltk
Torrential rein leading upto roads fully w oy

walerlogped.. This is naxt to delli internationa! Sitting in o Fight for cvier an hour pott the rains at Dothl Airpert, Waiting 1o take
airport on way to Dwarka., Just one single rain off, Reason for delay - plle? has not raached stik, The first delay in the fight
and Waterlogging is back. Expect traffic jam wiorked well to resch and board n time. But 1o what pumrose when the pllat is
AH T

I boarded a flight from Mumbai to Bengaluru yesterday morning. It
was delayed due to the heavy rains in Mumbai. This was the first
time | boarded a flight since the unfortunate Air India plane crash.
Given the news that's been surfacing around different airines almast
every day across the world, | was really nervous. For the first time ever, |
continued to feel anxious even aftertakeoff. The queues at the airport
were longer than usual because the airfine staff was being extra cautious.
There was more checking than usual, even If you were travelling with Digi
Yatra. But it makes sense because there's definitely panic for both sides —
travellers as well as airine staff.

Tushar Haldankar, Mumbai-based sales and marketing executive
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At Kol airport,

Kolkata: Passengers booked on a late-
night IndiGo flight to Delhi on Tuesday
were left waiting at the airport for four
and a half hours, before they could fly
out a little after 3 am.

While the airline didn’t issue any
clear clarification either to passengers
or to TOI, despite the newspaper reac-
hing outtothem multiple times, airport
sources said the delay was due to a va-
riety of issues, rangingfrom bad weath-
er in Delhi, which led to the delayed ar-
rival of a flight from there, to a crew

a 4.5-hour wait

change in Kolkata. This was the fourth
consecutive day when flyers at Kolkata
had to wait for hours, either due to tech-
nical glitches or operational reasons.

IndiGo flight 6E 2415 was scheduled
tofly to Delhi at10.30 pm with nearly full
capacity. However, as passengers wait-
ed near gate103, there was nosignof the
flight, and ground staff were clueless
about departure time. As it went past
midnight, passengers lost their cool,
and many started arguments with the
ground staff. Tnn
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Passengers Stranded At
Delhi Airport For 9 Hours

Snag Delays Air India Flight To Bhubaneswar

Hemanta. Pradhan
E@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: More than
100 passengers of Alr India's
Delhi-Bhubaneswar fhight
were stranded at Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port in the capital for over
nine hours from Tuesday
evening after a "technical
snag" prevented its takeoff,
Instead of its scheduled de-
parture at 5.45pm Tuesday, the
Al-2469 Might took ofT at
247am Wednesday reaching
Bhubaneswar at 4.53am. Most
passengers, including Union
iribal affairs minister Jual
Oram, and Dr Subrat Kumar
Acharya, a gastroenterologist
and former president of Al-
IMS Bhubaneswar, had been
waiting at gate 32A of T3 de-
parture since 4.30pm Tuesday.
Oram was returning 1o

Bhubaneswar with his family
He called several officials and
informed them about the is
sue, "After the delay In depar-
ture of our plane, Istayved back
in Dethi on Tuesday night and
booked a different flight for
Wednesday evening,” hesaid.

Acharvasaid, "l alemgwith
my wile, son-in-law, and two
grandchildren, one eight-year-
old and another a Class X stu-
dent, had booked tickets to
Bhubaneswar™ He said there
was heavy rain in Delhi on
Toesday afternoon. "Some-
how, we reached the airporton
time. Instead of boarding the
flight at 4.45pm. we boarded at
8.15pm. Then we sat in the
plane foraround twoand a hall
hours,” he added.

Acharva said the plane
started to move but did not re-
ach the runway The crew said
there was a technical glitch.

"They had some formalities be-
fore deplaning the passengers,
Finally they took permission
and deplaned us. The children
were worried, After hearing
about the technical snag, I got
seared. My tamily and I stayesd
back in Delhi. Our IndiGoflight
is scheduled to take off on
Wednesday night,” he added.
However, several passongers
remained at Delhi airport until
Ajr India announced that the
fight would take off at 247am.

The airline, in its reply
wrote, "We understand Qight
disruptions are quite disap-
pointing. Please rest as-
sured, our team is trving its
hest tominimise the inconve-
nience caused. We'realerting
pur airport team right away
tor assistance. We request
you Kindly get in touch with
the available stafl for real
fime assistance.”
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Airport police
form teams
to curb laser
light menace

Towrrs Nras MpTacms
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Airport police
form teams

to curb laser
light menace
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Lufthansa passengers arrive at
Hyd airport after 22-hour delay

Hyvderabad: Passengers on
the Lufthansa flight from
Frankfurt to Hyderabad.
which was forced to turn aro-
und and return to Frankfurt
Alrport on Sunday evening
due to a bomb threat, arrived
at Rajiv Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport on Monday night,
22 hours behind schedule

Flight LH752, a Boeing
7879 Dreamliner, was sche-
duled to depart at 1:30pm on
Sunday, arriving at RGIA at
1:20 am on Monday.

Much tw their inconveni-

ence, however, the passeng-
ersarrived at RGIA at 11.30pm
on Monday

The situation arose after
anemall targeting Lufthansa
flight LH752 was received at
Hyderabad airport at 6:01 pun
on Sunday. According to air-
port authorities, a bomb thre-
at assessment committee was
formed and all procedures
were followed as per SOP For
safety reasons, the airline
wias advised to divert to the
original airport or the nea-
rest suitable airport

The Lufthansa Nlight from
Frankfurt to Hvderabad pre-
dominantly carried North
American travellers, most of
whom were from the US and
Canada and were using
Frankfurt as their layover po-
int. The passengers said they
were unaware of the air-
craft's change in direction
during the flight and only dis-
covered the diversion upon
returning to their point of de-
parture. They learned the de-
tails of the incident through

NEWS Feports. ™waw



Corporate Cumm lmicatiom Directorlte

THE ASIAN AGE

DELHI

18 JUNE 2025

More Al trouble: 7 int’l flights cancelled, 16 in all

® Airspace restrictions, snags hit ops ® IndiGo flight gets bomb threat % DGCA raises concern

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELML JUNE 17

Trouabla continued for Alr
Indin, which. aecord ing to
govermiment dasta, had o
cancel 16 MNights on
Tussiday, out of which
srve] were Indernal bonnl
flights. Most of thess
Nights were  capoolled
bocauss of pre-choeck
bssues, unavallability ol
the airerefl resulting

alrspace restrictions in
the Mididle East and addi
tional Erecalitionary

chocks leading 1o longer
than uvsal turnaroisd of
nireral

As por data providsd by
the governimend, Alr Imlia
on Tuessday operated &3
Mights, ouwt of which 30
e Pasirpupe TS
Howewer, & todal of 16 Alr
India Mights were can-
celbind, of whilch 13 aireraf
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Dreamliners, L
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pared o Inst Tuesday
(alumee 120, wiven out of Alr
Indla’s S0 Booing THTs,

+ THE DGCA held a
level with
officials of A India and
Air India who
are currently operating
over 1,000 daily
across and
sectors

wriky & wore canoelied,
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ol bl ey Tl vy W Gn
ihe Haris,
Abhmedabad-Garwiek
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developed & technicsl

EIAE.
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Make flying safer, create
buffer zones at airports

I dervnstaling crmh of e Alr India AL 1T? Pessing [Fraamlines les

ungedd Inddia into collective grief and disbeliel. The pictures of the

wrerhagse and the videos of alrerall, srgulbfisd (56 Oeelsall, see 0

viwhel thuat They ootsld shake the eonfidence of oven i mosd srasrml

wir travedlors. The hetghtonsd rvels of anxlely among peojpdie sre mak nig

then tresnhle over routine ight aperatons like smerpeocy hndicgs. attract:
img mefhn Limaslight and Northeer Samaging the poople's trmsd in aie traeel

The sveamment has alrealy lmhd a high-wywl commibtter heasbal by

Union home seereiary Ceoving A which was tusked with submiiting its

et whthibn 50 days. Howesar, the agapotrl e of | e isew oot libee coubi

further delay the imvestigathon, s o oneaun probe oowld evpedibe ths

e e

With avisdion puthoritls Modiog two back boses — [ight data ineoorder
(FIHED aiwld onclkepit viskes rodarder (CVHDL They shemild immediniely identify
e cmime ol the erasd — & technioal Galluee, humans amor, westher-pelited
factor, or & copbination thersof, The Nodings must be swiftly made puahlle,
anid conerete resaslres st e teken fo proved soch o eatiatrogibe Geoimn
repealing teef

Apart from the mchnica ) filaee in the aircenfl, the most disturbing elommant

i the crmsh was thal thise wes o chanoe of

The MOBt ., ouding cosialties anee roulle egan, by

disturbing element |t e down ina denssly populsted armes cutside

in the crash was the sirport. I the immesdiate vicinity of the

that there was po (\meiste wirport had upm spoces. Instoad o

i & clulieg mviial s T
chance of avolding ;. muie o lasrditeh #ert st saving lives by
casualties onco n'aal&“tnﬂi*ll‘rﬂ;;‘rm e

trouble began, According o s st prabsliabied iTeg, risa-

bacause it went ¥ Malf of all aireraft aceidonts occar during knd-

down in tne. mmmd 14 per ool Gocui dudring el [harmg

a densely baith thee critical stuges, the alrornlt woild be clis-

BMRE e o the grownd, ofben giving oo e tlme o iho

outside the airport il 1o ke cormectioe action

Unlike s greonficld orporits such s Bajiv

Gandhi Indermatonsl Alrport i Hydorabad, Keangepowds lirnational

Adrport i Perpahere and [UR Patil intermational Asrpors m Nt Musmisal,

iminsd ol wirpewrts, pwobuding Alemedaboad, are sevomndod by denely pope

lates] resiclenitiol somes. This 8 & stark reminder thal s coummy's policy

makers hove Bulley] o asooient e the safisty oorridors (hat srv stsesiial for
inmElern aviation.

Alrports pre not merely potnts of transs. They are compley systems which
i desigmel 1o aklress the wojerodbctalsle matore of Mght. Acouml (e word
wdl- abrports mainsin buler ones. such as open spaces free of tall
brulhdimegs., demsse housing or (ndustrial oom o ety that thae alreraf
in dimtress hos 8 Dehting clance o Land

The high-leve! commmmities, whikch s probing ':I-u- Urwmasnlirer crash, J-
Iy mbdrosses the whole gimat of issoes that affect ther safiety of airoratt aml
thesir pesengery — inclading a bick of crmb-landing e mnd the rchs
Izl mtde of plloti  inatowd] of confining el merely o iechniml isaues
Uhumit Dl Sop Chet muineralt bosibing §hrse

The av'tatlisn sector |s fhe stost inportend kst i the developmmenl of 5
cogrtry. Howsvor, it maist inspdre conflidenoe among peopke, The govern
s st o ll Al W oy o v ient pirports and sirlines fowands prosciad
kg el by bl B0 piale



-4

Ay -
Harg fAa=gas sy,

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM

TRIBUNE

GUWAHATI 18 JUNE 2025

Air India grounds San Francisco-Mumbai flight

KOLKATA, June 17: Arr India ter-
munated 1ts San Francisco-Mumbas
fight at its scheduled stopover in
Kolkata on Tuesday morning after one
of its engines developed a technical
snag, officials smd.

The termunation led to chaotic
scenes at the Netaj Subhash Chan-
dra Bose International Airport here
as the 211 passengers on the Boeing
77 1-200 LR tred to convince ofhicals
to let them reach thewr destination at
the carliest.

There were 228 people on board
the awrcraft, including pilots and crew.
The flight was onginally scheduled
to depart to Mumbai from Kolkata at
2 AM on Tuesday.

The Tata Group-owned carrier did
not issue an official statement till the
filing of the report.

The madent came days after an Air
Incha thght from Ahmedabad to Lon-
don Gatwick crashed seconds after
takeoff, killing over 270 people on-
board and on the ground on June 12.

Sources sad Air India 15 making
“special arrangements” to fly the
stranded passengers to Mumbai. No
further details were available.

All the passengers were given
breakfast, and, according to their pref-
erences, many were transferred to
hotels, while efforts were on to ac-
commaoddate other passengers on al-
ternative Mghts to Mumba, an Air
India official said.

Later, an Amrports Authonty of In-
dia (AAI) official in Kolkata said that
the mayority of passengers have been
shifted to a hotel near the airport,
while a few have been accommodat-
ed at another.

——"

Usually, the carmer fhwes directly to
Mumbai from San Francisco but the
ongoing geopolitical events, includ-
ng closure of Pakistam arspace, have
led Al to reroute it and take a "tech-
mical halt™ in Kolkata. Flight AI180
landed in Kolkata at the scheduled
tnme of 12.45 am, even though it took
off one hour late from San Franasco.

“You cannot disembark passengers
or upload fresh food on board during
such tech stops, as per rules and reg-
ulations,” the Air India official told
PTL

AAI Officials at the Kolkata airport
said that the technical problem was
detected at the port saide (left) engine
of the awrcraft.

According to sources, a technical
1ssue was detected dunng routine
post-landing checks, and the airhne
decyded to do a comprehensive check.

Though it was scheduled to depart
for Mumbs at 2 am, passengers came
to know of the problems only after

2 .40 am, when the crew announced

there was a problem with the left
engine, according to a PT1 reporter
who was on the fhght.

However, this announcement was
accompamied by a specific promise,
that the snag will take up to 25 min-
utes to get sorted, the reporter said.

However, as the clock ticked by,
passengers having connecting flights
from Mumben started enquinng about
the progress of the work with the
cabin crew, but there was no clear
response, the reporter said.

With the Ahmedabad acadent be-
ing fresh, some passengers also sand
a delay 1s better than a mushap, while
some wondered how an aircraft which
had travelled thousands of kilometres
could face problems in the last leg
from Kolkata to Mumban.

The next announcement came at
4.20 am, when the pilots sought an-
other 15-20 minutes for rectification
of the problem.

The engmeers could be seen work-
ing on the left engine even as a dnaz-
zle continued, but the problem per-
sisted. Finally, around 5.20 am, the
pilots announced that a resolution 1s
not possible and asked all passengers
to deplane,

After disembarkmng, and passing
the mandatory immugration, collect-
ing baggage and passing the customs
channels, the passengers were asked
to sit 1n a designated area.

A tew passengers pleaded wath of-
ficials asking for the earliest option to
travel to Mumbai. Some got lucky,
while others continued to wait,

Fmally, an Awr Indsa official announced
that Mumbar-bound flights were mostly
full and convinced a bulk of the passen-
gers to check into a hotel.

Food arrangements for the passen-
gers were done, and the process of
checking into the hotel had been com-
pleted at the iime of publishing this
story. - PTI
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The red flags in the Uttarakhand helicopter crash

Preliminary probe says ‘Controlled Flight into Terrain’,
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No major safety concerns with
Al's Boeing 787s, says DGCA
but flags maintenance practices

W
Dur Bureaus

The mandarned s checks
of Alr lndia's Boeing 767 ale
crufi harve pot revealed any
major safery concerns, the
Directoraw- Generad of Civil
Avation (DGEA” has sald,
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We are offering full support to
Air India: Smgapore Airlines

QOur Bureau
W

Singapore Airlines said on
Wednesday than it is in close
contact with Tata Sens and
Alr India, and is offering
them full support and assist-
ance in the wake of last
Thursday’s Boeing 787 crash
in Ahmedabad.

Singapore Airfines, 2 25.1
per cent share holder in Air
India, issued the statement
in response o remarks by
former Civil Aviation Minis
ter Praful Patel. In a X post,

DARK EPISODE. S0RF and

police persannel at the site of
the Aar india plane crash in
Ahmedabad «

Patel, who is also a Rajva
Sabha MP, questioned Sings-
pore Airlines” silence over
the crash “In all the sorrow
and din surrounding the Air
India crash, there remains a
surprising silence — or per-

ymorance — about the
role of a substanttal share
holder, and the entity re-
sponsible for maintaining a
hlglinumhﬁ1 ifmotall, of Alr
India’s wide-body aircrarc

They (Singapore Airlines)
seem to be in hiding, Let's
mFmrget — they have a say
in management and a code-
ghare ent with Air In-
dia,™ said Patel in his post.

In response the airline
sald: “The Singapore Airlines
(SIA) G extends our
dce-pﬂ:-ﬂ-crpmiﬂk‘nccﬁ to the
families and loved ones of
everyone affected by thedev-
astating Air India flight
Al171 accident.™

"We have been in close
contact with our parner,
Tata Sons and Air India, and
continue to offer our full
support and all necessary as-
sistance to them during this
difficult time.”

PARNERSHIP WITH TATA
Singapore Alrlings parmered
with Tata Sons to launch
Vistara in 2015, Following
Vistara's merper with Air In

dia, the Singapore carrier
holds 351 per cent stake in
the unified airfine.
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Tata to create trust to help Kin of
Air India crash victims: Chandra

B REPORTER
Rt W juine

The Tt Group will set up o new trast to
supporn famdliss of the Adr Indls crash
victims "in every possible way” sald
Tita Sons Chairman N Chandrasekarn.
In an Inderview with Tlmes Now,
Chandirasekamn spid the group & work:-
ing on a plan o depute one Taln em-
ployes with the fumilies of each victim.
“We are looking ot the option to set
up an Al trost (o help the familles.”
Chandraseiaran, who fird heosed about
the crash in hls Mumbal office, sald.
The conglomente s slresdy an-
pounced §1 crore compensation o each
victim of the crash which killed 12 pas-
sengers, Inclnding crew and people on
the ground o Ahmedabad. When askosd
aboit imalntenance of the slrcraft, Chan-
drasekaran said Adr India takes all safery-
relnted ismues very seriously,
“We can't juny to any conclusiang
and we lowe 1owall forthe imvestigation
o et throush, ™ Chandes safid. He added

that the Bloo k Box and Coclogplt Valce re-
corder will ghve the cormect plcture,

There weré nio red flags shout maln-
tenance, he said. A preliminary repon B
likely in the next 30 days, be added

“We had 27 Dreamliners when we
bowging the airline from the povernment
In 2022 anid soquilred 6 throwgh Vistara
bBesing mergesl, and thete were Do con-
cerns about the Deeamidiners,” Chandm
sald. Dreamiliners have been Mying fora
very long time, he sald, adding
that Dreamlipers are modf
maintained by amy Tur-
kish company as specy-
st In & sectEn of
the media

Since the cragh, Alr
India, Chandra sadd. can-
celled several flights as
ibe Directorate Cen
eral off Civil Awi-
ation (DA
W dioding
mandatory
checking of

all the aircrall and several Rights were
diverted as fran alspece was chosal

Chandra sdmined that the com-
miinication from Alr Indin was Dot very
srong and the group has S8t Up a new
s raf E‘[.ﬂ.l. COEng LI.I'.I.H'_';IIEH'I'- TN LD COE-
muunicate better with the people. “We
have to commmunicate very strongly ona
daily basis,” he sakd.

On communications with the pas-
senge s, Chandra sald communication
has improved but s2ill a lot nesds 1o be
diome, “Uhar focus currently s on ad-
dressing the needs of all those who

are affected and bring stabilicy,”
Chisndrs said

He added that they will look
Into the alleged “plaglansed’
siafement made by Chief
Executive Offiocs Caimpe
bell Wilson a day
after the crash.

On  Praful
Patel's social
madia state-
mee il that winy

singapore Alrtine (SLA), an Alr Indin
equiity holder. s keeping quiet. Chan-
dra sald SIA has been a greal pariner.

Since we have mken over, we have
faken the bei processes from S1IA. They
have helped us in processes like cus-
tomer experience and they are offering
allthe hedp they can,” he sald. Campbeli
wim nl & nomines of SLA, Chandrm
clarified. Chandra said when these
Dreamliners were acguired in 2003
Patel was part of the then government.
led by Congress.

On Wednesday, former civil aviation
mindster Parel hadd lashed out ar Singa-
pore Aldines for its "deafening silenoe™
following the crash of Alr India flighe
AlLT) st week

He guestioned why a key shore-
hodder and malntenance partner of the
plrline had fafled to pubiicly respond For
peary six dave

Patel, o =enbor eader of the National-
kst Congress Party, served s civil av
ationy minkter from May 2004 0
Janusry 201
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Praful Patel questions
SIA ‘silence’ on A-l crash

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dethi, 18 june

Former civil SViamion minister
Praful Paiel (puciured) on Wed-
nesdav lashead out M Singa-
pore Adrfines (SLA) for what he
called a “deafening silence”®
following the crash of Adr India
(A-T) Righa A, questioning
why a key sharcholder and
maintenance pariner of the
atriine had falled o publicly
respoind for neardy six days.

SLA, when asked for a reac-
don to Patels remarks, told
Buisiness Standard that it had
been in close commact with Alr
India and Tata Sons, and oon-
dinuesdioo offer fall support, SEA
holds a 251 per cenl stake In
Adr India.

Para] wrots on X "In all the
somow and din surmounding
the Alr India crash, there
remains asurprising silence —
or perhapes ignormnce — ghout
the role of asubsiantial share-
holder, and the entlry recgpon-
sible for maintainlng a larpe
mumber, if not all, of Alr Indla’s
wide-body alrcraft” “Guess
the mame: Singapore Air-
lines...Thay ssem o be In
hiding™ he added.

Pared pointed out that SEA
has a say in the management
of Al and nogad thar Campbell
Wilson, chiefexecutive officer
of Alr India, Is 3 nominee of
S1A and earlier headed its low-

costarm Seool.

"Let's not forpes — they
have a say inmmanagement and
a ooddeshare agreement with
Alr India,” hesald, concluding
with the question: "Why this
deafening sllence, SO

Eesponding (o Hiesiness
Standards guery on Parel’s
posl, a SLA spokesperson sud:
“The Singapore Alrlines Groap
has been in close contact with
our parties Tata Sons and Adr
India, and continue o offer
our full support and all necess-
ary assistance tothem during
this difficult time.”
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IndiGo flight to Kochi diverted to

Nagpur over security concern

oL METWORKN

| fbim

T Bined i DMigghid Fror M
eat ton Koe b, and ferther o
Pelhi was diverted m Nag
pur (e Lo s curity concems
on Tuesdaw

IndlCe Mght GEIITL trav-
elling from Muscat to Kochi,
while continuing as fight
GEITONG froen Kook to Dielhid,
was rerouted 1o Nogpr on
Tuersday e o & securiny
R s,

The plane kuoded safely a
I, Bahazahel Ambedkar
International Alrport in
Nagpur, aml all pussemens
wiere salioly disembar e

An IndiGo spokesper-
sun staled, "We confirm
receiving @ securify con-
e prrimining to b 1o

Might &6E1272 flying from
AMuscat o Kochi when thwe
alreralt was operating lts
subseguen! sector [rom
Kaochi to Dethi as 6EZ700

om 17 June 2025 Following
protecel the relevanl au-
thorbies woere imodiste ly

informed. and the aireraft

was diverted 1o Nagpure.™
Folkwing the Alr Indin
crash on June 12, mamy air-
hnes ane exertising cau lion
reggrecdimg wny fligght isues.
Meanwhile, sources said
on Monday thal & higheleyv-
&l meeting on civil mviation
security, chaired by Union

foame Secretary Covind
Mohan, is set to ke plaoe
or Juenee 17 in (he swalke of the
reteril Aar biehis pligie crush

Acrrnrding o sourees, the
meeting will bring togrrher
top officials, including the
Cwvil Aviabion Secretary, a
representative from the Gu
jarat governiment, Darector
ade Coene gl of Cliwil Aviation
IDGCA o Miciaks, the Buresu
i CUawrl Aveaticin Secirciiy,
adtd other key agenicied 0 re
view the mciderd amed ssess
serunly proveolsacmoss the
AVEITID AETTOT,

Fartier on Toesday: a Boe-
ing teum and Adrerult Ace
clddent Investigation Durean
LAATR) offieils armived im
Adrmedabad o inspect the
site of the Adr India plane
crash
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Turbulence at Al as b flights cancelled

Auplanesm
Boeing Dreamliners

AHMEDABAD, DHMNS

t least six Air Indin m-
ternational fMights, all
cing [Dreamliner

TH7-8 nireraft, were concedled
on Toesday, with reasons cited
vy frosen “unasa dalbillny of
aircralt” mo “techndend ™ issues.

The spate of cancellprions
come amid heightened scry-
tiny fodbomwimgs thee catnsomophie
eraslin Al medabad of an Aar
Iadia Dreambliner il killed
241 passctigers and sorcs
e o the prewmd.

The Aights cancelled in-
eluded: Alrmedabad-London
(Al 159, Delhi-Vienna (Al
153}, Delhi-Pars (Al 143),
Bengaluru-London (Al 133),
London-Amritsar (Al 170),
Drefhi-Drubai { A 915,

I\

B

DGCA okay for 24 Dreamliners

Adr Imania™s 24 of thie 33 Boeing 78T DreamiineEr §iror ol
funwe clesrad s Eananesl Safety ey ordarad
By il DA Toilow kg 1ha ARredabodd sir oraah, wWhile
thia remaining wauld be ewamingd in the coming davs

Haightenead wigil

= Anrpestabeag-London (A 159, Delid-ylemms (&0 1531,
Dt -Parie (0] 1430 Bluru-Londoi (A1 1335, Londan-
Amrisar (A 1700 Delhi-Dubal DAl 316)

= &l flight from San Froncisco
o Murmbal syas [ermiraied
I Kolliata af ber @ snag

ik e ECHE rexl duk g @
schsdialed lechnical hait

Separately, an Air India
Right frism 5an Francisco
Mumbial was rerminated in
Kolkata afver o snng was dis:
cowered during a scheduled
technical halt.

= Cancaligtions koad to

mfleged Tl airiins didn't
Iy them vl iy g prde

The cancellations have led
t massive disruptons and
profests by passengers. Af
Ahmedabad atrport. many
paszengers alleged thar the
pirfine didn't inform them

well in advance and were tald
abhout cancellation only after
reching the airport

Un the Ahmedabad-Lon
ey Hghur, Adr Inalis o e
atatemenr sud the Al LSS was
cancel k] “due o unavailabil-
ity of the aircraft, resolting
froin airsEice restrictions
and additional precaution-
ary chechs, lending o longer
than usend mmarcund of akr-
crafr”

The airfine demied reports
that the aireraft had developied
il technical soag.

Flight Al 171, rebranded
s Al 159, erpshed in Ahrmed
abad seconds aifrer miking off
imJunei2

While several investigs-
RTS8 C W ¢ty fimed iown
the reascn one i the
worst avinhon disasiers, the
Dhireciorace Genernl of Civil
Avantion (DGEA) had issoed
a directive for enhanced safe-
ty inspections of Dreambiner
anrcralis o the ouniry
» Al Page 30

Turbulence at Al as 6 flights...

Al From Page 1

On the cancellation of the
Delhi-Paris Mlight, the airline
saidk *The mandatory pre-
Right checks identificd an
issue which 15 bemng presently
addressed. However, in view
of the flight coming under the
restrictions on night opera-
thons 2t Paris Charlesde Gaulle
(CDG} airport, the said flight
has been cancelled.”

Regretting the inconve-
nience, the airline said that
“flight All42 from Paris to Del-
hfon June 17, 2025 alsostands
cancelled™,

In another case, 8 snag wis

detected in one of the engines
ofn Trr200L R airemf
of light AT1B0 alteritlanded in
Kolkata early on Tuesday for a
scheduled technical hal whiale
hangz from San Francisco i
Mumbai with 228 people on
board.

Air India terminated the
flight in Kolkawm. The alreraft
had taken off from San Fran-
ciscowith 211 passengersanda
17-member erew and landed in
Knlkata at 00:45 hrs on Tues-
day. Itwas scheduled e depart
for Mumbaiar 2 am.

Passen wirre asled
disembark and Air India ar-
ranged for food and accommo-

dation for mostof the soranded
passengers in two hotels neor
he airporL

Some of the passengers were
accommodated on other flights
between Kolkara and Mumbai
while the carrier promised m
arrange & special light for the
rest.

The AllE20hasbeenadirect
flight from San Francisco 1o
Mumbai. But the dlosure of the
airspace of Pakistan for carn-
ersof India and the Iran-Israel
conMict forced the carner to
schedule a rechmical halt in
Kolkata.

(With fnpuats from Kofkata)
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CRASH FALLOUT: Recent surveillance didn’t reveal major concerns, says regulator DGCA

24 of 33 Al Dreamliners clear safety checks

SHEMIN JOY
MEW DELMHIL DtihS

wenry-four of Alr Tndia’s

&3 Boeing TET Dream:

liner abreralt  bave
cleared the “Enhanced Safety
[ mspection” nrdered by the D
rectorate General of Civil Avi-
prion (DGCA)Y Following the
Ahmedabad air crash, while
the remammg aircraft will be
examined in the coming days.

The DGOA also sald that a
“recent survelllance” of Adr
India’s Boeing TET Neet dad
“not.reveal any magr l-'.l!-ri:";l
CUMCETTES ol thar airer
and associnted mainienance
swvstons comply with existing
safety stanclards,

A review by the regulaior
ol Adr Enclin’s wade-haody ispe
ntions between June [ — the
iday of the orash — and 6 pm
on Tecsday showed that the
pirfine hod cancelled o el
af B3 Mights, including 66 by
Lrenmilineis

DGCA
. Tihwe iy re s -
wised o srengthen
PR TR OOOER PN
DCITAS ENEINOEIING, Oper-
tiars, o randlng
uEfiits afd Erre awnilatel
ity of adoQuate spares i
Mt Eate Oassenger osleys
resuling from such ssues
and strictly adhers to
reguilations.

On Tuesday alone, ot least
st Dveamliner servioes wine
canceibed. Between June §2
and G pom o June 17, Ade Lodia
was scheduled 1o operswe 462
Miighs, imcloding 248 Dream:
liner

This wis disclosed by
the DGCA in g stetement after
B review meeting wigh semior
taificia s of Adr Aar
I ndlia Fxpress, winch curmendsy
operaie over LOD g his daily
pieroas domesie ard miermns-

Bl secrs.

A day after the London
Gatwick-bound Dreamlbingr
crashed within a minute of
takeoll from Ahmedabod i
port, the DGCA ordered an
‘Enhanced Safery Inspection’
ol Ade Irdia’s P8-S Deesure
liner fleet

W Air Inclia's 33 Diremm-
liniers. the statement suld, 24
aircraft have “successfully
compieted the nequined check™
as of 3 pimi on Tuesday, It said
Tewtar marerall are currenily un-
dergoing major checks ag var
fous Muintenance and Hepair
and Dverfiaul (MDY Escilities
and an addeional two aircral
are plamived Tor conmpketion on
Tureseday, with one meone sched-
wed for Wednesday

Ar thie meeting, the THGICA
recommended the mple-
mentathon of o “moere &y
iemise and rend-time delect
reparting  mechanEm™ (o
ensure that operationial
safety-critical departments
recelve tmely u Thisls
expecied o enhanoe overall
decision-nuking and redoece
duosnsrenm disrupaons, the
regulator sald.

The DGEA also raised
OONEETTES NPT Pecenl iiaime-
mance-retaled Siues reported
by Air India and aidviscd the
arrfine to stremethen intermial
el nation achoss enginesr-
ing, operatons and ground
handling unis

It also dlirected Adr lindis fo
ersanre the avmilshality of ade-
Quukte sjxare d‘p;}m “;d mmgml;
frissgn 3 and stricy
ﬂmﬁw.m

The regulator also revicwed
the impact of recent Brepace
diosures, partoulrly iver Ira-
nian sirspace, which have hed
i flght diverslons, delays and
canceliations. Operators have
been instructed i csure Time-
Iy communication with pas-
sengers and crew and pdope
aliermate foudin siraieshes to
nviraris deeraptinn.

L

mmnu!mnhmm FI.!I mumﬂtn I'l.h! Fﬁﬂn

Lonoan from Alrmedabiad, which has started operating with a new code post- June 12 crash of
Al-171 plane, wan cancefied due to “operational lssees™, in Ahmedabad, on Tuesday.-~

Air India asked to submit training data
ufuaﬂwdplm‘spuhts.ﬁmtcher

MEW DELH|, REUTERS: The
Birectomate General of Chdl
Aviation [[DGEA) haes asded Air
Hinid Fovr pbee Ermdinningg recosids
of the pilots amd dispatcher
for the plane that crashe lnsa
weeh as poart of s imvestisi foe
ik the mcident that kilked o
beast 270 peoplc. govermment
rrierins shimsd.

The regulatior also asked all
flyinig schools i condoct rain
ing compliance checks, pecord-
ing tothe confdental memos

T DGOA s thee reguiests
were padt of & "régulatory™ re
view of the acoident and also
st detils of sclon tken
Follbemabrag ien anackies of Ak Incia
a1 (e st lew months. 1pasked
for the dietails o be provided
by Monday, It was mot clear
whether Alr Indis had oom-
plicd with the directive,

Suntioct Sablurwal wio the
girveriment il hosl 8300

Nying howrs of experienee and
wad also an Adr Indla irsoroc

i, was the cormimanding pllo
oof Tight ALY, His copilot was
Clive Kuneder, who had 1,100
bowirs ol experenee Sabbuare

wals funeral ook place in
Mlumbai on Tussdax

The waichdog requested
ralming deiails snd suppo-
img documents lor the pilo,
s wirll ms for che Might dis-
patcher. The memo did not
daborate on the type of docu-
ments required. but asccident
Hrves L s corrimaanlly ook
it crew s traknking and qualifi-
cations, MEght hisory, medical
PECiarcs, arid Aty ACTRNES eV
oy ken against them.

The memn did not e
concerns with Al operations,
pnd some of the requests ane
standard in the aftermarh of o
i jorr incident

ERspatchers dre DUCA-Cer-
tificd ground-based sirfing
empovers wise roke nchades
flight planning. ssscssing
wetither and airspace condi
s, s codnilinating with

s,

Gujarat

govl pegs

crash injuries at 71

SATISH JHA
AHMEDASAD, OHNS

The Guarat government on
Tuesday revealed for the first
tirree: theat & totad of 71 people
b been imjured in Azr adia’s
London-bound planes crach
Out of them, twodied at the
Ahmedabad Civl Hospital,
while 42 athers had boon dis-

ch.u‘g‘;::l_ituhi matching
“The condition of one pa-

Elce rermaiis-critical,” nocord
kg oo i hospital stasement

The Al fightwith 242 people
on basrd croshusd into e B
Madical College hsied bunihd-
s on June B2, killing 241 on
hoard, Four MBES students
and four [amily members of
docrors wene also killed,

The potad nasmber of cesul
ties was reported m be more
thimn 270, The state gover-
memnt has et 1o offically de
chare the exact ligure.

Ahmedabad Clivll Haspl-
tal Supenintendent Dy Rakesh
Jvshd podd regao)ters thad 300al

the injured were medical sns
dents. out of whom everyone
exceptone was discharged.
Wesnwhile, o ol ol 163
DNA samples had been
maiched by Tuesday evening
and the mortal rermains of 124
victims were handed over to
thetr Bamilles.
The state government also
said] that um&lnﬂ: for TINA
ciash
VICTi IS wias near m'nplﬂm.
TDNA samphing of the nel
aowes wis cisennnl for ihe
DNA-matching process re
qquered] oo idennly the bodies,
Retrtives” sample collection
wind conducied ot BJ Medical
College’s "Kasot Buwan’, The
health systern has the
“est The processof [ENA samy-
pling is nearing completion,”
clalrmed the stalement refeassd
by the state.
It absy said that o tenm of
rists and enunsellonrs
e deplowed to prowvide
pavchological support lor the
famiifes

New videos show students
escaping from balcony

AHMEDABAD, PTE A now
vidhen b surfaced showing
ptniic ke residents o the B
Medical College (BUNIC) in
Ahmedabad jumping off
o gitemping 1o leap Irom
ihe balcody of & lve-storey
Imniledimen e thee Adr Inclis
Mgt AL-171 shammed o
thetrcampuson June 12

Iy o oo he Trmies of

thie chillimg vide'o, & wirman
isseent to climb down
froson the v with the

support of mere railings
with huge flame emanmt-

ing {rom the crash sine just
1 the backgrownd, peo-

in
ple recording the 'Iddm
froam absne the perpheral
wad| of the campus could be

Later, o man is als seen
trying to chimb down in a
sirmilar wiy, The BIMC, one
of the of medical cd-
leges in Inadia. has been the
epcentre ol acton folkewing
thecrash.
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Air India Black Box Headed to US

Local data retrieval unit not equipped to handle damage caused by crash blaze

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Centre will send the black box of the
croahed Alr Indis Boelng 787 alrcrafl o the US for
analysis. The recorder sustained heavy external da-
mage from the cosflagration after the crash, making
it impissible for leeal investlgators 1o extract data,
people swnre of the development told ET

Thev aald entrles from te digital Qiight data recor.
idise (LHFTH ) wonld becxaraictied n the Washington-ba
fird Imboratory of the National Safety
Transpori Board. The data would be
shared with Indias Alrerafl Accldent
Investigation Bureau (AATH) Under
International rules. the state of ocrur-
rence is responsible for the crash uwestigation,
“While AAIR had established o laboratory at itshead
quarters in New Delhi, it isnot yet properly equipped
o extract dats oo recorders that hove s tabmed e
avy damage, ™ 85 bd an affleial swareof the process

Techmical Investigation »»= §

RELATED

REPOR TS

Technical Investigation

s> FromPage |

*The NTSH tean will carry them
to their lnb under protection and
sipervision from Indlan afficials
o i proper profocods ame fiol-
livwoscl. "™ L bwis il Mhic k] il

The UK's Alr Acoklents Lvesti
garion Branch will slsc b prossent,
n& 51 British citisems wWore anong
o e ke i thes Jieme 12 crash

The Ak Indis alrersall crashed s
enpds afer aking off from Ab
s L e ot KL 240 o b
:'-L::iu'h:- adircralt and 35 on the o

The twounits — FDR and cockpit
volee recorder (CVHE) — are toge
her called the hlnck box. Painted
beight oramge, they are desigoed
losury Ve eireme oomad i ons and
nre locatad noar the tall, which fa-
ces loust impact during a crash
Notahly, heavy damage is not com-
o Wheh an alreralt catchos fire
fuie o ncrash

Binck box data k& crucial in pro-
bing thiecrash. FDE would give in
sighi= into multiple tochnical pa-
rametiers. such as timing. alitude
and airspeed. CVH holds crucial
nudio recordings from the cock
pit. meliding piof comeoraations
and ambleni nolses such as any
whrnmyg message from the elec-
Lo e sy sl

DAYS DR MONTHSE?
The official cited earlier said the
time ke 1oextract data fron the
recorder could mnge from two da-
¥ o months, depend g on the e
tent of the domage “Sioee the re
coider has been domapged. the
ehip will need 1o be extracied by
removing the memory board =6
there s pofurther damage todatn
The electronie cincuit will have to
b sismssedd for damoge. ™ hie sald.
Investigniors ame exambnlng
mitlitiple possibilities — whether
Eh Marps o the (I-fatod nlrcrafl's
wings were propetly extended
and why s landing pear was
down. They ure looking ol fallure
of the electronic systems, or foel
conbiumination, both of which oo
uld potentially have caussd the
enizinis o shat down. Adr crashos
are cocsed by multiple failures
anid early hy potheses are often re-
e omit in course of ongthy and
technicsl investigations. The 787,
likeany modernairerall, hasbeen
bath with multipde redomndane les,
memnln g there are duplicationsof
eritical comiponem s oF &y stoms 1o
ephonce reliability and make the
aircraft failsafe For instance, the
plane has demanstratod capabili
iy o Ay for 345 minutes with a
single englne, as well o= numeroe
us &y shem ol
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DASSAULT SAYS EXECUTIVE JETS WILL ROLL OUT BY 2028

Dassault, Reliance
Revive Falcon Jet
Manufacturing Tieup

Manu Pubby

Noew Dedhi: Fronch serospacs firm
Eessandl Avchation has rentaliss a
partmership with Releinoe Asrost
ructure Limited o make its Faloon
20 LXS ewmeystive pots i Indis s
the golal muket with he frst jeis
expeciol to bependueed by 208
“This ia fiwr the Tirst firoe ol Des
saiat Av mtion = {0 mendEstare Fal-
cor KN prts onstexcle Franoe, posibo
ming Eedln as o stradegic ghobal avia
tiom sk This s anapee momes ior
Braclin 1o 31 podess The elite cluh of oo
s s g ne e
timny busiresss oty after th Dlipibes]
States, Franew Cangala sl Brssil "
Damauit Avinian sakl in 2 s@ie
meemil redessend s thee Poocis Afe Sheve
The Doasatil Rolisnos Asrospes
Limitesd (IMRAL) focility st Mihan,
Nagpur. which b currently mano
facturing fuselagss il pripr
s fer the Fuleom He wrill
e v prispde] i m 8000 (N0 i Bt resrragy
e where the j=ts wil] e
sald propl famid e with the matter
An fmrvestmmend of close Lo vl
grore & oxpected to be made (0 ex
panding the (acility that will hasve
the capnciy toroll out 23 execiit ive
jris anmuslly The actun] mumber
off afreraft prodoced will depusnd
an glehnd orders and End inn reggui
reEmers
Az por DRALs eartier plans. the
first of the Falkoon 200 uminess jeis

wis 0 mill off the frility by M2
The plans got derailal doe tothe Co-
vieh it pundemic, which also had an
bt o the pEotnd demand for o
will jetn s bl Ehvir et

Onee compleind, this will be e
first production line in ndia to ma
ke cheilian jota. At pressond Tebs ms.
ks the U 55 mib ey trassport ab-
et = pErtmTsnDp wih Airtms
while Hindustnn Aemeautics Limi-
texd| s & rmmge of el in-

ichuelng fghters and beloopters,

DRAL will beoome e Comimn of
Ezxrellonee for the
entire Falcon s
“ inchuding Faleon 5%
mund Faleos X pres
grEnmes that hae
largely civilian app-
DRALS Head s ball ean e
m sriapaed for miltary
"l aw = well Ere
beaxpanded Trappeer, chairman
o n0DR0 o ED el Dl
o feut Avintion, said (hat
comples e T
emanrics @ ramp-ag) of
DAL, which wms Frmeled 205
and has been execuwting offset obd bz
tions k- the Hadale fighter jet donl
A repoiied by ET in 306, irmernal
caloulations by THAL cadmed (ha
ther Bladoe in liclis progect can e
5 million ot sdvanigs dus oo
v imboer and prechection costs =
Peagpuar =k compareyd 8o Qe current
facidity = Fromen. A Faloon SRNLY
sl for mrwsre e 855 million.
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Air India to Reduce Flights to Europe, N America by 15%

Reduction inflightsto
last until mid-July as
recent disruptions &
safety checks hit ops

Our Bureau

New Delhl: Alr Indis will reduoco
Mights to Europe and North Amers
A by 15% [l mid-July to Inemease
thee svailahility of oontlnssity alr
craft for moerting any sudden Oight
dlisriapions

The afrline has canoellal more
than 80 Dights since st Thuarsday
wihesy odwe af 118 Boe by T8 Dregmli-
i mireralt crsshesd in Ahrmesdabel
BTN 241 oot o thee alreraft and
b o the grvannd

Mt o the aflectod Mishis were in
be operated by THTs. These flights we
re cancellsd dus o enbanced inspee-
tlor by the aviation regulador, the
effact of which got worsened by the
closure of lran's alrspace, forcing
abird Erts 1 Ladoe hoiypor dedon i, Might
curfew in European airports further
delonyed the return leg s pilots mn
ontet of peeremitted duty hoirs

“Civeni the compound ing circums
tanees that Alr Inedis = facing woen
mtire slahilivy of o opdeat s, et
ter effickncy and i minimise o
cuneEnREce I passengers, Alr In
idia him decklad o vdoce §is

internut lonal servioes on wiide bhady
alroralt by 15% for the next few we
ks " the alfine said n 4 statement
late Wisdnesday

“Thie cuts Wil b bimprlisrrie fisd bwsi-
worn novw and 30 June nnd will con
tist therealier until ot least mid
Juily This effectively adds (o our pe
s ve abreralh ovaflabiliby to take o
re of any unplanmed disruptions.”
the Tata Group-owmed alriine said

Tatn Sons chairman N Chandrases
knran eardiertold o TV channe] that
s mhir] s Fmi Josc By ovseninm oo bt iof
fdently to its customers nboul the
cincellations.

Adr Inddia siid the Direcorate Ge
moral of Civil Aviation (INFCA) has
completed intensive choclks on 26
Dreamliner plans. Those chicks
did not meveal any major salisty oon
corns, DOCA sakd on Tuesday Six
pineralY, curTenily under  muainte
nanci, Will undergo checks when
thery P Lo the fleet.

Adr Indin has a Moot of 33 Dol
i ki

Airline Cancels
3 Int'l Flights

Mdurrbaad: Air bt cance|led
thres infernatonasl Fhights on
Wadridady cwing o vierious
reasons, induding madntenance
and technical Ssoes

Twoof these flights were
tangrlled after passengers had
already boarded the aircrafl. the
airine said

Thie 2dr i ] It M b0 Camiel
its Tarontc-Deth Night A1IBS
diuse b e X ternoed MantEnanie
i conseguently Qoerating
orew coming under regulatory
gt duty Lime krnitation

TS,

Paasenpers, who had atready
boarded the pircrall, were
disembarked Tollowing cancella-
nionof the fight. itsakd.

Alvg Tight AVSSE from Dubad Lo
Defhi o June 18 was cancelied
due Lo technical Feasons and
paiderygess were disermbaried
nfter boarding, & per Adr india,

Henwerwer, Night AL 2145 from
Dl tr Balki wears Carcnibed after
It winy v led 1o return ta Dl
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Put Their Trust in Your Protocols

L
Druhaai: Flyiryg ks o of ther safisg
worys ti el B fromm tieme G0 e,
trougecd e rern i us that this salisty
't b tadian SO Eranted. Wihheo wo
talk of crashes in the lns five yenrs,
vt Mo Sy [0y rsiares LS ganl des
and rethink things

Omevol then was the trugic downing
o UMk brwe Ly bt bl Abriines I
i 752 b 3000, when a Boelng T80
wis mistakenly shot down ehorily
mfter take-oll fron Telhwran, Kl all
6 poopde on board. In X2, a China
Eastorn Adrlines Boring crashed in
the Gumngs] reghen, killisng a8l T i
el Towearrhs snd of 2004, Jeju Alr
Flight "CZaA crashd st Muan [ne
terrhal o] Adrpoet b Saounh Ko,
cladmibng 179 s

Eariier this vear, more Qhian 80 poopibe
s Bl ] wohwm ar Arveeicnn A e
Flighi 22 Bombardier collidod with
a 15 Army Blnck Flawk hedeopter and
crashed into the Potomue ner Fooald
R Washimgon National Akrport

A v cormess U tragedy ol AL ITL

So, what are (he lessons thisae Inei
choryts offier? Abowe all, wercan ™t afTond
o b sl mbonnl prodooois. A Key s
st |8 et prooedurns aredoctrmani
el ent ol abaemvs folbowood. Planes oo
buaiin b b rosbiast Bt this wory el iabd
Lity sorrwetiemes basds techn etoans pnd
crew o skdp routine checks, assum ing
evervihing is in onder After a tragedy
the sysbern usunlly swings Bt action
B, o 1, the wrpincy Dwles amd
o relanod artitude creeps back in. This
ks i b el

Following the Ahrmedahad orash,
DGCA stepped in with interim o
sures, instructing Adr Indio to congd-
uct malntenance chocks specifically
of Boeds g 7078 and 7979 mlvoraft (-
hiad with GEm engines, Thise actions
are besing coond insded with regionzsl
DOCAoMfiss

But, going forward. reguintory bodies
mned abriine managements st make
spol ks i S0P o enstire siingle
rusines arw fully safhersd. Routine ins
pections irchude fel systom dixgnos-
tes edatnnie sigine oot sysleins,
actuetorr fanction st ol prad Bydrm
Lie systom rowlirws, and a propor oxn
bty ol tnkeofl st In
roducing o stroctured Tight conirol
bmspection” process ot {imes could fx
procedires and ressose Lty

O i paat® o sesprorialing b Hraose

chullenges mare offectiveldy b ihreagh
technobogy With Al-powered tools,
Might safisty can be approachad more
Proact vely For instanoe, Al cin assisi
alr tradlic oon tredlers W ith meal tine
data, helping them make quicker and
bt in o] discis bona. It can aden
suppott predictive maknteranoe by
mrnabvs ing Bve data from adreradt sen-
werrs Lo Mg povtesiial facilts befiore they
s sarlous

Alpowmmad flight simulatorscmn cne
anber ey mamibe, adaptive traindng somes.
ties o pllots, meetng bevobd th Lt
mtdosns of trad irioral drills. Evonrisk
s P redestehess Sre oviod ving Al
COn W process viesd setsof dotn,
cluding wessther patierns, pliot -
o and hlstorical crush informa-
i, to wiiggest aadir and oo o)
it Al bt peatihe.

AL s the des Tl air disssior in

ol just on & wing and & prayer

Lrect i = Browe thee el be col| ks o over
Churleh ) Diodei i Harymres by B
whiech cladrmed 345 lhves. A wenk afler
the ALIT crash, Thiime e fpore (jlis
temnd than arsiirs. How ootdd b Dee
arnliner, corss idered one of i sl
mirornft paocksls with mo b snory of Gesl
erashes uit i nove godown oenents
after take-ofT™ Were ther wairning
kg that werd unnoticod?

Al this podnd, wee desit'T hne Duosss s
wers. Wio will harow boowad for (e of )
chil frevest bgation to shd gl on whut
ronlly happaned. What mulees this evwn
MOre ormeerning i the hackdrop ags
fmse whidch it undfiolded. India's civi
avithomn sector sexpand ng ropidly
with more people choosing to Ty than
vt bl Gol hues alrvee]y it ]iesd
s visdonof 1 ther colsry Into
B ol i itian hub, oese Tl cin
st curwr oo s b bl it

While meeting rising demwunnd and
improying eXperience ane
part of that plan, ‘s anather laver
that can’t b nored: rust. A iragedy
Nl Ad 171 shouibdin 't deerail the mmsormer-
puarm. Bt 0 heghlights the nessd for s1-
ricter chocks and complete transgsr
encx Whoirver s acoountable mst be
el rvspis bl Alesie imparimnily
Fhrps st b ek foamsire such
b ror dioesa T happen again.

Tl Lo iy e proigecfemirmam, Sy Cowe
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Chandrasekaran ‘apologises’
for Ahmedabad Al plane crash

TATA SONS AND Air India
chairman N Chandrasekaran
onWednesday“apologised” for
the Air India plane crash in
Ahmedabad last week that
claimed more than 270 lives

In an interview witha TV
channel, Chandrasekaran said,
“Itisan extremely difficult sit -
uation where [ have no words
to express toconsoleany of the
families of those who died."“]
deeplyregretthat this accident
happenedin aTata-runairline.
And 1 teel very sorry. All we can
do is to be with the families at
this time, grieve with themand
we will do everything to sup-
port them at this hour and
beyond,” Chandrasekran was
quoted as saying ina release.

Over 270 peoplewere killed
on June 12 when a London-
bound Air India plane—a Boe-
ing787-8 Dreamliner—carry-
ing 24 2 passengers and crew
crashed into a medical college
complex in Ahmedabad and
crashed less than a minute
after takeoff.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

BLAD TO LA

Tata Sons and Air India
chairman N Chandrasekaran

Specificallyaskedabout the
reason for the crash and
whether Air India is privy to
any preliminary findings, he
said, "One would have to wait
torthe probe to conclude." The
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau has begun its investi-
gations into the crash,and the
DGCA has also appointed a
committee.

Chandrasekaransaid that it
could be a month untilsome of
the preliminary findings are

Thu, 19 June 2025

out. He, however, claimed that
Al171, the flight that crashed,
had a clean history and there
were no red flagsthat had been
raised." There are speculations
about human error, specula-
tions about airlines, specula-
tions about engines, mainte-
nance,all kinds,” he said.

"There are a lot of specula-
tions and lot of theories. But
thefact thatl knowsofaristhis
particular aircraft, this specif-
ical tail Al-171 has a clean his-
tory. As for the engines, the
right engine was a newengine
put in March 2025, The left
engine was last serviced in
2023 and due for its next
maintenance checkin Decem-
ber 2025. Both engine histo-
ries are clean,

"Both pilots were excep-
tional. Captain Sabharwal had
morethan 11,500 hoursoftly-
ing experience,the first officer
Clive (Kundar) had more than
3,400 hours of flying experi-
ence. So, we can't jump to any
conclusions.” —PTI

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7758481 @
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DGCA seeks training

records

NN DELHI

Indiss aviation salety regulator
has asked Alr India to submit
training records of the pilots
and flight dispatcher involved
in last weeks deadly crash, ac-
cording o government menws
reviewead by Reuters.

The Directorate General of
Civil Avintion (EHOAY tna con-
fidential meémo. also directed
all flying schools to conduct
compliance checks related to
training procedures The re-
guests are part of what the
DGCA deseribed as a “regula-
tory” review of the inddent.

The memos show that the
DGCA sought demils of action
taken by Air India following re-
cent mudits carried out ||1.' e
walchdog, The airline was
atked to submit the requested
documents by Monday. It re-
mains unclear whether it has
complied. Neither the airline

171 plicts

g 7y i :
i ' A «C e |
" ﬂ i o A = =
* ¥ _‘,' - L

The mortal remains of Capt Sumit Sabharwal, pilot of
Al 171, were brought o his Powai home on Tuesday

India’s aviation watchdog demands pilot
training logs from Air India after last
week's fatal Dreamliner crash. All flying
schools told to audit compliance amid
broader regulatory review.

nor the DGCA responded to ne-
quests for comment.
The accident ococurred on

Thursday, when a Dreamliner
crashed shortly after take-off
from Ahmedabad
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No major safety issues: DGCA
on AI’s Boeing Dreamliners

Watchdog holds meet, raises maintenance concerns

Dhalrya Gajara
MUMBA]
The Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) raised con-
cerns regarding Afr Indias
mainenance relared issoes
during n high-tevel meeting
with the aidines. However, the
civil aviatlion authority said
that there were nn major
safety concerns with the air-
line’s Boeing 787 fleet

(n Tuesday, DGCA held o
high-level mecting with sen-
ior officlals of Alr Indla and
Afr ndia Express. The meet-
inz was held while DGCA is
inspecting  the  safety
meassures ol the sirlines
Boeing 787-59 Dreamliner
fleet in wake of the recent
plane crash in Ahmedabad
that  killed 241 people
onboard. According to DGCA,
the meeling was convened 1o
review the operational robust-
ness of the airlines and ensure
continued l1!l1‘:}l|i:llll‘L" with
safely and passemger sorvice
regulations

o~
- ' e
.B--""

The aviation authority

pressed on the airlines main-
tenance relared delays and
advised it to strengthen inter-
nal conrdination across engln-
cering, operations, ground
handling units. It also directed
the airline to ensure availabil-
ity of adequate spares m mir-
gate passenger deloys resnlt-
ing from such issues. The
regulator recommendad the
implementation of a more
systematic and  real-time
delect reporting mechanism
toensure that operational and
salety-critical  departments
receive imay updates,
Notably the regulator said
that the recent surveillance
conducted on Alr  India’s
Bocing 787 leet did not reveal
ay major safely concerns It

gald that the aimcraft and
associawed maintenance svse
tems were found to be com-
pliant with existng salety
standards. Talking about the
statts of the enhanced safety
inspection of the fleer, it said
that out of the 33 aircraft fleer,
it had com pleted inspecion of
24 aircraft by 3 pm on
Toesday while it claimed to
complete two additional air-
crmft by the end of the day and
pthers in the coming days,

According to DGUA, Alr
India operated 55 fights on
Tuesday, of which 30 were
pperated using Boeing 787 air-
craft However the airline saw
cancellstion of totsl 18 flights
including 13 B-787. The reguli-
tor also discussed the impact
of recent airspace closure over
Iran, which have led to fligh
diversions, delavs, and cancel-
lations. The airline was asked
to ensure tdmely communics-
tion with passengers and crew
and asdopi alternate routing
strategies to minimize dis-
ruptions
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Al Ahm-London flight
cancelled due to glitch

FPJ News Service

A HMEDABAD

e —

Even as the shockwaves from
a recent plane crash continue
to resonate, another Air India

flight from Ahmedabad to
London was foreced to a halt

today, Air India flight number
Al 158, a Boeing 788 scheduled
to depart for London at 110
PM, was abruptly canceled
due to the detection of a criti-
cal wchnieal glitch, avertng
what could have been another
¢ arastro phiic event

The technical fault was
identified mere hours before
the planned takeoff, a timely
discoverv that potentially
saved hundreds of lives,
“Safety remains our para-
mount concern,” stated an Air
India official, who preferred
te remain unnamed. "Ou
engineers detected an issue
during pre-flight checks
While imconvenient for our
passengers, mking the aivcralt
out of service was the only
responsible decision 0 ensure
the absclute safetv of every-
one on board.”

I'he sudden cancellation,
however, left 2 considerable

number of pasSengers
stranded it Sardar
Vallabhhhal Patel

The sudden
cancellation of the
flight left many
passengers
stranded

E——
International Airport. Many
had made elaborate travel
arrangements, connecting
flights, and important
appointments in  London.
“This Is incredibly frosteat-
ing,” expressed Priya Sharma,
A passenger hoping to attend a
crucial business meeting, "We
understand safety comes first,
but the lack of immedlate
Clear alternatives 1s very dis-
ruptive, This is the second
time inm & short perind an
Ahmedabad-London  flight
has been canceled ™

Indeed, this marks the sec-
ond consecutive Air India
flight on the Ahmedabad-
London route to tace cancella-
tion following a prior fawlt
intensifving an atmosphere of
anxiety among travelers The
repeated disruptions are
ralsing questions about the
operational preparedness,
even as Air India emphasizes
[ts commitment o passenger
well-being above all else,

Adding to the alrline’s

responsive measures in the
wake of recent events, Air
India and Air India Express
have officially decided to
retire flight number I7L This
number was associated with
the recent tragic plane crash
in  Ahmedabad, which
claimed the lives of 241 indi-
viduals, Moving forward, the
Almedabad to London route
will now operate under flight
number 154, the same tlight
that was canceled todav. This
change aims w symbolically
dismnee the airline from the
grim association of the pre-
vious flight number, demon-
strating sensidvity w© the vie-
tims and their lamilies.

While the cancellation
today spared lives, it under-
scores the crtical importance
ol rignmous pre-tlight inspee-
tons  and  maintenance.
Passengers, while relieved at
the averted danger, are now
grappling with rearranged
travel plans and the lingering
uncertainty caused by such
repeated  disruptions, Al
India faces the challenge of
rebuilding passenger confi-
dence while ensuring every
safety protweol is meticulously
followed, especially as air
travel remains a cornerstone
of globa| connectivity.
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Troubles at Air India continue:
7 intl flights cancelled; glitch hits
San Francisco-Mumbai flight
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Air India crash: over 208
victims identified, DNA
profiling near-complete

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAL

DNA profiling had con-
firmed the identities of 208
victims of the June 12 Air
India crash in Ahmedabad,
with the authorities in-
ching closer to concluding
the identification process,
the Gujarat government
said on Wednesday. So far,
more than 170 bodies, in-
cluding of over 35 foreign
nationals from the UK,
Portugal, and Canada, and
six persons killed on the
ground, have been handed
over to their families, offi-
cials said.

The authorities have
collected DNA samples
from 250 victims, includ-
ing those on the ground.
“Since DNA sample match-
ing Is a sensitive process
and involves legal aspects,
we are conducting it with

‘Long-haul flights
to be cut by 15%’

NEW DELHI
Air India will be cutting down

international flights on
widebody aircraft that connect
long haul and ultra long haul
destinations by 15%, the
airline said late on Wednesday
avening. The decision was
taken amid DGCA-ordered
enhanced surveillance for
Boeing 787 aircraft and rising
geopolitical tensions.

utmost seriousness and
speed,” Dr. Rakesh Joshi,
Medical Superintendent of
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital
said. The process has be-
come vital due to the con-
dition of many bodies,
which are either charred
or mutilated beyond
recognition.

The Gujarat government
is yvet to officially declare
the total death toll from
the disaster.

A high-level Central
committee, led by Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, is expected to sub-
mit its report within three
months, Union Minister of

State ftor Civil Aviation Mur-
lidhar Mohol said.

Sole survivor

Vishwas Kumar Ramesh,
the only survivor of the
plane ftragedy, was dis-
charged on Tuesday even-
ing and subsequently at-
tended his brother’s
cremation on Wednesday,
officials confirmed.

The 40-year-old British
national had been under-
going treatment since the
air crash that claimed sev-
eral lives, including that of
his brother.
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INDIGO FLIGHT
STRANDED AFTER
GLITCH IN RAIPUR

RAIPUR: Passengers aboard
IndiGo flight 6E-6313 from Delhi
to Raipur were left stranded
inside the aircraft for over hall
an hour on Wednesday after a
technical issue prevented the
door from opening upon land-
ing. Among the passengers were
Raipur Mayor Meenal Choubey
and former Chhattisgarh chiel
minister Bhupesh Baghel.
reports stated. According to
Mayor Choubey, the flight
landed at around 2:20pm , but
passengers were unable to dis-
embark as the door remained
locked for more than 30 min-
utes. “When we inquired about
the delay, the crew informed us
of a technical problem and said
they were trying to fix it. Eventu-
ally, we requested them to call
for external help. Only after that
did ground stafl manage to open
the door,” Choubey told media.

“Flight 6E-6313 from Delhi to
Raipur on June 18, 2025, experi-
enced a delay in opening the air-
craft door after landing duetoa
minor technical issue. The door
was opened following standard
safety checks,” Indigo said. Hrc
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Green takes centye stage 9! Par_if.i__Air Show

i TllemlshFI:risAiereatured sm mrtisfnr \ } 5= -
sustainable aviation, with electrica aircraft
moving from concept to some degree of commercial ’ ' | Hyb"d Innovation

reality. While traditional aerospace giants show- f, - _ VoltAero unveiled its redesigned Cassio 330, an
case sustainable aviation fuel initiatives, a new : ; aircraft using hybrid-electric propulsion. The aircraft’s
& s - series hybrid system features two electric motors with
ﬂmmﬂf tompanies ﬂﬂl;ﬂnl:tﬂl'ﬂtﬂd 1"“" _ a thermal engine serving as a range extender, enabling
electric "?“mm"i“ i quiet electric operations during taxi and take-off

while maintaining longer range capabilities

Ar:her Aviaﬂun commanded key attention with its Midnight
aircraft, having recently secured $850 million in funding following
President Trump's eVTOL executive order.

As the official air taxi provider for the LA 2028 Olympics, Archer represents the
commercial viability of electric vertical takeoff and landing aircraft, targeting
certification within the next 24 months.

Aura Aero presented its comprehensive INTEGRAL
family, from the all-electric two-seater to the 19-seat
ERA hybrid regional aircraft. Their recent orders from
South Korean lessor Solyu and Lithuanian operator
Jump Air demonstrated growing market confidence in
hybrid-electric regional aviation, targeting service

/ - y o A entry by 2028
i £ o s -

Eve Air Mobility backed by Embraer's

marmmu expertise, showcased a full-scale
L mockup alongside a $250 million deal with

operator Revo for up to 50 aircraft.

Eve will carry out ground testing before flight - technologies by compan

certification, with first flights scheduled for i ystems to advanced battery

summer 2025 2 wrnitingdt
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Crashed jet had clean engine
history: Air India chairman

HT Correspondent

D e S ] et R . C o

NEW DELHE: Air India Chairman
N Chandrasekaran said on
Wednesday that the Boeing
Dreamliner that crashed with
242 people on board last weck
had a clean engine history,
revealing that the right engine
was new while the left had been
recently serviced, even as the air-
line announced a 15% reduction
in international widebody servi-
ces 1o stabilize operations.

In an interview with broad-
caster Times Now, Chandrase-
karan said Air India Flight I71's
right engine was new and
installed in March 2025, and that
the left engine was last serviced
in 2023 and was due for its next
maintenance check in December
2025. “Both the engine histories
are clean,” he said, adding that
the aircraft "has a dean history.”

The Dreamliner was fitted
with GE Aerospace’s GEnx
Engines,

Chandrasckaran said he
expects preliminary findings
from the crash investigation
within 30 days, while calling [or
cumpietu transparency in the
probe. “1 think they will give a
prefiminary finding in 30 days.
After that, I'don’t know when the
linal finding will be,” he said.

"We need a very transparent
communication of the findings.
Everyone needs to know. | need
to know. You need to know. The
families need to know whenever
It is done,” Chandrasekaran
emphasized, adding that "Unless
or otherwise we know what hap-
pened, there Is no hope to fix i1
so that it doesn’t happen again.”

The chairman said he was
confident that “the black box
and the recorders will definitely
tell the story. And so we just

Officials said mandated checks on 26 out of Air India’s 27
operational Boeing 787 aircralt were completed.

have to wait for that” rather than
engage in speculation.

Speaking about the pilots, the
chalrman said that Captain Sab-
harwal had more than 11,500
hours of flying experience, the
first officer Clive Kundar had
moie than 34400 howrs of flving
experience.

“What | hear from colleagues
is that they were excellent pilots
and great professionals. So, we
can’tjump to any conclusions. |
am told by all the experts that
the black box and recorders will
definitely tell the story. So, we
just have to wait lor that,” he
sald.

The disclosure comes as Air
India anmounced sweeping cuts
to its international operations,
clting a combination of factors
including ongoing safety inspec-
tions, geopolitical tensions, and
what it described as a “necessary
cautious approach being taken
by the engineering stafl and Alr
India pilots.”

“Due to the geopolitical ten-
slons in the Middie East, night
curfew in the airspaces of many

REUTERS

countries in Europe and East
Asia, the ongoing enhanced
salety inspections, and also the
necessary cautious approach
being taken by the engineering
stall and Air India pilots, there
have been certain disruptions in
our International operations
over the last six dﬂjmlwdmg wa
total of 83 cancellations.” Air
India said in a statement

The airline said it would
reduce international services on
widebody aircraft by 15% for the
next few weeks, with cuts imple-
mented between now and June
20 and continuing until at least
mid-July. “This effectively adds
to our reserve afrcraft availabil-
ity to take care of any unplanned
disruptions,” the carrier stated.

As an added precaution, Alr
India will also undertake
enhanced safety checks on its
Boeing 777 lleet, expanding
inspections beyond the Dream-
liner alreraft Involved in last
week's crash.

Officials said mandated
checlks on 26 out of Air India's 27
operational Boeing 787 aircraft

were completed, with the final
afrcraft expected to be deared by
Wednesday night. “26 B787s
have undérgone the mandatory
one time check mandated by the
DGCA (Directorate General of
Civil Aviation) on June 13.
Checks on the final operational
787 isexpected to be completed
by tonight." an official said. *No
issues were found inany of these
aircraft during the checks.”

Currently, the airline has 27 of
its total 33 Boeing 787s that are
aperational. with the remaining
six either grounded for mainte-
nance or undergoing scheduled
servicing,

"Out of total 33 aircralt,
inspections have now been com-
pleted on 26 and these have been
cleared for service, while inspec-
tion of the remainder will be
complete in the coming days.
The fact that 26 aircraft have
been cleared gives reassurance
in the safety measures and pro-
cedures that we lollow,” Air
India said.

On Wednesday, Adr India can-
celled three flights, including
two after passengers had already
boarded.

Flight Al-188 from Toronto to
Delhi was cancelled after board-
ing due to extended mainte-
nance and crew exceeding regu-
lated fight duty limits. “Passen-
gers, who had already boarded
the aircraft, were disembarked
following cancellation of the
flight,” the airline said.

The DGCA ordered enhanced
surveillance of Air India’s 33
Boeing 787 aircraft following the
crash of Flight 171, which killed
241 people when It went down
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad on Thursday. Since
then, 66 Boeing 787-operated
flights were cancelled between
June 12 and June 17.

LONE SURVIVOR
OUT OF HOSPITAL
ATTENDS FUNERAL
OF BROTHER IN DIU

Maulik Pathak and
Ateeq Shaikh

etters@himdwiantimes.com

AHMEDABAD : The lone surviv-
ing passenger of Air India flight
171, British national Viswash
Kumar Ramesh (40), was dis-
charged from Ahmedabad's Civil
Hospital following which he
conducted the last rites of his
brother who was killed in the
June 12 crash, officials aware of
the matter said on Wednesday.

Viswash was discharged from
the hospital on Tuesday evening,
sald Civil Hospital medical
superintendent Rakesh Joshi He
added that the body of Viswash's
brother Ajay (38), who was on
the ill-fated flight, was identificd
using DNA matching and his
remiains were handed over to his
family early on Wednesday,

“Viswash Kumar, the sole sur-
vivor of the plane crash, was dis-
charged from the hospital at
7.30pm on Tuesday Doctors,
observing his stable condition,
approved his discharge.” he said.

On Wednesday, Viswash told
HT that conducted the final rites
of his brother in the presence of
his family in Diu.

Diu nodal officer Asker Al
sald there were 15 passengers
aboard the Night with roots from
the district Diu. Of the deceased,
the DNA matching of 12 passen-
gers have been completed and
their linal rites have been per-
formed. “The DNA samples of
two victims are yet to be
matched with their family mem-
bers,” he added.
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Kuki Al-171 hostess’s
body to be handed

over via Nagaland

Prawesh Lama
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The body of Air
India cabin crew member Lam-
nunthiem Singson, 25, will be
handed over to her family on
Thursday, people aware of the
matter said on Wednesday, after
her body was identified through
DNA profiling.

Members of the Kuki Students
Organisation (KSO), Kangpokpi
(Manipur), said that Singson's
body will be taken to the conflict-
torn state via Dimapur airport at
1.30 pm.

“For reasons of safety, the
family wished that the mortal
remains should not be received
in Imphal and brought via Meitei
areas to Kangpokpi (hill district).
Instead, mortal remains will be
received at the Dimapur (Naga-
land) airport and then be
brought via road to Kangpokpi.
Relatives and KSO representa-
tives will start for Dimapur early
morning and be there to receive
the mortal remains,” said K
Shongreng, general secretary of
KSO's Kangpokpi unit.

To be sure, top police officers
and government authorities had
on Monday and Tuesday met the
family and offered a security
convoy from Imphal Valley to
Kangpokpi, where they are

Lamnunthiem Singson

J -

based, if they wish to receive the
body at the Imphal airport.

Singson's family used to live
in Imphal’s New Lambulane
area, but fled to the hill district of
Kangpopki after the conflict
broke out in May 2023.

Meanwhile, the family of
another cabin crew from Mani-
pur, Nganthoi K Sharma, said
they are yet to get a positive
report from the Ahmedabad civil
hospital about a positive DNA
match. “We request the authori-
ties to expedite the process. Our
families are also waiting back
home,” Nganthoi's sister, Geet-
anjali said.

Nganthoi K Sharma, was a
Meitei. Lamnunthiem Singson,
was a Kuki-Zo.

As of Wednesday, the
remains of 170 victims have been
handed over to their families,
said Dr Rakesh Joshi, superin-
tendent of the Civil Hospital.

2025
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Dassault, Reliance
partner to build
luxury jets in India

Rahul Singh

rahul singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Falcon 2000LXS
business jets will be manufac-
tured in India, outside France for
the first time, with French air-
craft maker Dassault Aviation
and Anil Ambani-led Reliance
Aerostructure Limited on
Wednesday announcing their
partnership to build the luxury
planes in Nagpur, The agree-
ment to build the planes in India
for the global market was signed
at the ongoing Paris Air Show. A
Falcon 2000LXS jet can carry
eight to 10 passengers.

The maiden flight of the first
Made-in India jet will take place
by 2028 from the Dassault Reli-
ance Aerospace Ltd (DRAL)
facility in Nagpur, the French
aircraft maker said. DRAL is
Dassault’s joint venture with
Reliance Aerostructure Limited.
The new assembly line will pro-
duce 24 jets a year, people aware
of the matter said.

“This is for the first time that
Dassault Aviation will manufac-
ture Falcon 2000 jets outside
France, positioning India as a
strategic global aviation hub,”
Dassault Aviation said in a state-
ment, adding that India joins an
elite club of countries manufac-
turing next-generation business
jets including the United States,
France, Canada and Brazil.

The development comes days
after Dassault Aviation and Tata
Advanced Systems Limited
(TASL) announced their partner-
ship to build the Rafale fuselage
at a facility being set up in
Hyderabad, in a move that is
seen as a big leap for the govern-
ment's wide-ranging Make-in-
India initiative. The fighter jet's
fuselage will also be produced
outside France for the first time.

“This new agreement, which
will make DRAL the first centre
of excellence for Falcon assem-

The agreement to build the
planes in India for the global

at the Paris
ISTOCKPHOTO

market was signed
Air Show.

bly outside France and which
will eventually enable the estab-
lishment of a final assembly line
tor the Falcon 2000, illustrates,
once again, our firm intent to
meet our ‘Make in India’ com-
mitments, and to contribute to
the recognition of India as a
major partner in the global aero-
space supply chain,” said Das-
sault Aviation chairman Eric
Trappier.

The loundation of the DRAL
facility near Nagpur airport was
laid in October 2017, The new
agreement takes forward DRALS
earlier plans to build the jets in
India, which were stalled due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“It marks the ramp-up of
DRAL, in line with the strategic
vision shared with our partner
Reliance,” Trappier said.

This collaboration reflects
DRAL's commitment to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision
of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' (self-re-
liant India) and "Make in India
for the World,” said Reliance
Group founder chairman Anil D
Ambani, "Our partnership with
Dassault Aviation for manufac-
turing Falcon business jets in
India is a defining moment for
the country, aviation industry
and the Reliance Group. This
will help position India as a key
force in the global aerospace
value chain,” Ambani added..

19 JUNE 2025
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IndiGo flight from Kochi
makes emergency landing

An IndiGo flight headed for Delhi from the
Cochin International Airport made an emergency
landing in Nagpur on Tuesday following a bomb
threat. The bomb threat was received on the
Kochi airport’s official e-mail. A salety inspection
of the flight was held at the Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar International Airport in Nagpur. Later,
the aircraft with over 157 passengers and six crew
members left for Delhi.
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A-I crash: Molars not
developed, identifying
minors a challenge

ADITI R AL
ALK AR, LR TP

THE PASGARANGA, Larnidly of S
tond it ¢ owrepleiend (e numELt

wpanga (fone sl prayem ) of
Alerl M5 anil wile Hanmia
Wwaee ¥ | when hey eorvend 2
aall ety Ve deenaley foiturg
Tha the body ol e deiglery

St vl bad el wilh EET in
e Dasticrig [ vl icer oianly
fad leen et ded The wlinees
iiadard e Alprwedibiag 1o daim
thar livar e sold s re e
ikl st wiraled be Bared besade

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

MINISTER: 18 KILLED
O GROLUND Faoe 19

o A-1 crash: Molars not developed, identifyving minors a challenge

Ty paareniin
Mealy 4 weeh afier the
Alrenedadbad -Londen Al 77 O

crankl the s miior e pllens
rhesifTicndty im kienifyang Anmsn
STOCE e BTy 1L e TeRLm
il Wedpeuday, 190 bodiss Sl
s hamied iwies i prksinees. ae
A maichieig aned elevibifsi on.
Agpan) Snwn R, oy o i other mi
e wean aneom g Uieme bodss
Fatma Shet ey L, wdus waz 180
ruari el
AT Rl 11 b krem ey
1w g vl 12 i oy £ D b imam-
(ot o i e vl B ol
nned ISl ety v
wrrrn e e ol 1] s 1E
Exjslianipg [he Tty mi i
Lrg DoPck 1w btk a1 i bewiraly 1866
PO Victans 0 uch @ dnaate, D
javacankas Pl & feenemsic csdion-
B ol el CowrerTieesl Desnal
Cege, Ciilaran. wawd i chhilelern
ettty nuaa w e vl s e -

e daripr s T copirsine of
gt bl hean i e Teanhy

head sty
T T L

i b i i L T %L
it sl e, TP canbe
Pt el Btunemy oot e ctibdien,
il e b camnt b sped
et digiale s Elere m e of Taere
e s s e e TVA i -
lary Bincialdven aped les Massas
S, T R AP TP
s They imoily Muses il testh,
A ST e e R e ke
e a 1he T ooy aanall S
i BTk AP T e il
) b [he fet ey iinle de-
ko prsy bmide  waid LA, wihiee
Hm“umww
e Sl i [epi el B
By st dentsl [N el conme
e devmal (RoEg e vTaEn L

o v a B O Ao e e
Tl ke out giter the crmb
v ] ader prtas faml et e

o vy MOONF egedes I am i vy
sy peerme] . “Too, Liwshy puastt il D04,
profiles are avdslahic fof wime,
WO W MDA e the
oilficial sard acdding tha machirg
(B o et o | ekiiaes we b Cun-
b pite] susnimacy” s el

i P paabarnda {arrully ool
e buoifies ol M= aiad Hlainitad -
el varsw il i ks b
il esten — 4 clay befre e
ETLAAE e Lieniiaand

A el Ly AlnER a wey allex]
1l riwe Fure fsd e om Juee
iy i il i A 08 8 e
ot . *RL il WS T e
il vt W vl B e Ll ”
wobadseid Abubule, wiha b goew b
Alrneilbus] wediap ife Uaely B
e

In Vadodara Al et heecala
mpmermedl b pramdduneg by
Fipratng, 1wl ber v b i masrs
wrre wiend ] Ve res L wi e

lary il b Sadaga o hoady m et 0

b el Al iad Fatmes wos hin
Lienadon  hased ana’s gniy ihibil
Falimd wor danng

fow v Yunge seR weeling
Theey were here o abwn X i
amdl heir reiuri Boies e
ek warll i abvarer "

Wil him m i Afaredabal
vl P brria & Bl g A hipeid
thir vl Rewmd S’ o, “Thiey
will try 1o bninyg haene ot -
prihes IF naat, they will searm
Tl i ver weill biny Fadmiu B
s

Agsnt B oo DA deenal
TR T e e T e
8 E P FLRT AT RS T LT T
ey il ¢ ey b wheril . Ml
ey B Wikl o e Ay Surindssla kit
eaed 2, ey Loy aduirs. il
s i i ronars e bl tbe
e i s degrarkict

M Pillal Wl the Formsc
(el vy Chmpuart et b e
erdiavad dhenial DA o claper derizal

TR o A s e I
Lt i o | B . ol e
Thin wa fen comguied widh (Be
Mgt i sl {0 gl AP 6
it sdwmrmin ~That belbed na
v dws (T st Thee o WA
ey comild Lbeen Bee ot otend
i (P ol | Bl e LIERE”

Mgy B s g dow o s
e Valiona Ry inWalechine They
Hamd | Bper mesmeberm U6 T hecninh
Viitail ‘aarva 'y boally wed bum e
eeey @ Aoty il reman s of
Mervez end Isada e Dnamms 4
are yt mabe oo & oo Fraend
st “The Eumily meech o
ara et e v vl 13w i

e e U TR il e
engineet, D Moy Mimnnal. sabdl (fe
Tairalies bl it e hoyie ~The
AT E AR wan Al st 1l a ek
Rilpat, waat i Bl O Befres off amchat jmi e
il I sriaing: o it i ot | e
amz ol heear greoe e o dun
aging N the Jody. . Ve wnkd e
Ty b el o] gl W i
wwen] & wit T Fpis Beeen fownid, s e

are ihancey of geang DNA

Prieriae i 5 U Tl g J il b
d Bamniack. Bt anivrrstnganm, |
£ way et the dhanarsof gerteg
Emmchaee W TP e
itk o et s and thie sl
agr st vl i ol mssre aces of
Dk ol et *

A s Ll gaicf Poda e offer
sii) they enaeed callscnon o
miskiple warisples Brodn Thet oranks
S, SN ST T ST iR
walvye] i e st . B v
ey ol o= wulihe =
LRl i dame afl paodsy altes
RS il -
foler . Dt Ml vyl ramud ol e an
iy Fabal by o prs sl i [SA
s raplim . Tia pron o e s paral
Frilee, Al idabad Mianicipal
Cirgnin st iy sral Qs 25w i@ e
herE crwanee s cher B sy i) -
R el of Eagsrtant Rads
it emald foep identedy passen

priL”
- WIT W NPT FROR
PAMAL AT LM LA T



r{F

-"fl*: L LE

] = T o F.

Corporate Cnmm mﬂﬂn Directﬂrnte

THE IMDIAN

EXDBREES

LDELHL

i9 JUNE

2025

A policy problem what afflicts chopper ops in Uttarakhand
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Air India says will cut
wide-body international
flights by 15% till mid-July

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI JUNE 18

TATA GROLIP airline Aar Incha s
rivduc ing s international serv-
s on wide- body aircraft by 15
per cenit till 2 ke st msd -July doe
o a combnation of Gonor

Theése include enhanced
s ety | pectons of its airorall
following big Thursday'sdexdhy
crash of one of it Boeing 7H7 -8
dbrcralt, and alrspace restric-
tons in West Asia and night
€ urfew 3t various European and
East Aslin airpoats, the carder
sid Wednesday,

Anumber of A lnka’s inter -

pational Mights were hil by de
Liys and cancellations over the
past fowy days The cuts will be
imp ke mented by pine 20 and
waAll oo at bevist 1l the ol
die ol July, The curtailment
would ef fectvely add to Alr
Irnchiy " s heserve amrcralt svadlala -
Ry e ke care ol 4my wWn-
plannéd disruptions”

b the coanproti neding oo -
cumsdances Ul A Drdis b La -
ing. i ensuee stabs bty of ourop
o) oy, betier e iency and o
ITENETISS INCOMVETRETICR 1D pas
sengers, Alr ndia hus decided o
el C ity imtErmnat ondgd srvioes
on'wile-body arrcralt by 155 kor
the next lew weeks,” il +axd

Former aviation minister
Praful Patel questions
Singapore Airlines’ silence

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI JUNE 18

FORME R CTVIL Aviaton Mimistier
i sevwon NCPheasdey Prafa Pare
Wednesday hit out at Sngapore
Aglines — a 251 pir cent Fake-
Tedidet i fer bralia — ovey whiat be
emmied & “dalening” and “sur-
prising sllence” folowing the
crashvol Adr India et AJ-171 Last
Thuersd oy un Ao abad

Pated pored on X sayving that
Sengapore Agrines — a ooy oo
mercial and muinterunoe partnes
ol Adr s — e b ™ i il -
irg”, anappaenirelerence o the
back of a public statement [rom

the asrbire® m e aftermatch of the
aash. Following Patels post,
Srgapone Alrkiies wad i s been
i close con Lact withuAdr lnclia and
% v, Tata Sona aiel contin-
w10 offer its full support and
necessiny assesianee o them, On
Wiednesdary, Toza Sons Chaimman
M Cha i feloinan doand Sang goie
Adrlimi=t Bt reached ot and s
i ef e e ik i ol Wtk
I kolowing the plane arash
"= Ler'snot forget — they have
askyinmanagernent and a ode-
thame reerment wath Aar Indsa.
Why this de dlening sdence, 507
Pated posted om X ) s the code
bor Smgapore Awhines, like Adr
Incdis’s Al aned TnddeCao's GE.
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DGCA finds no major {laws in A-I Dreamliners:
asks airlines to improve maintenance systems

Troubles al Air India conlinue as 7
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Closure of air space over Iran hits
ops, Indian carriers cancel flights

S LALITHA & terw Dot

EVEN ns the airlines were
somehow managing the clo
sure of air space in Pakistan
post the Pahalgam termor at
tnck on April 2, theé closure of
alr space in Middle Enst coun
tries has pul enormous siress
on them, Cancellation of flights
or circultous routes has be
come the norm since June 13
after closure o alrspace was
announoed

“The closure of alr space by
Pakistan followed by lran
Irmg and then Jordan has
foreed us to take a roundabout
roule vin Egypt, which in-
valves an additional 45 w 60
minutes trave ] for every Qg
On the day the closure of alr
space was announcoed, we had
to divert 16 Nights when they
were alrborne,” an Alr India
ofTicial sakl

“'We ope rate an average ol 50
flights (inward and outward)
dally fram India o the US and
Eumpe. All of them have 1o go
down south and fly through
Egyptlan alr space. [t has defl-
nitely Increased the turna
round time for all our flights,”
the ofTiciad said

Alr India comnects cities In
Europe, such ns Vienna, Co
pephagan, London, Zuric Mi
lan, Paris and Frankfurt it
connects Los Ange les, Newark,
New York City and San Fran-

clseo in the UUS

Making operations tougher
are the stringent tests orderesd
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DDGCA) in the
afermath of the Ahmedsbad
flight e cident, he said “These
tests ke amywhere bitween 4
and 7 hours.”™ an official said

Airindia Express
cancellations

Though Al's subsidiary Alrin
dla Express does not operate
beyond lran, it was also {m-
pacted because of the crovwled
alrspace in Dubal

An Alr India Express spoles-
person said, “We cancelled four
Mights today and they were
planned cancellations. We op
emie two pairs of Oights daily
between Mangalura and Du

Al flight to Bali retums
due to volcanic eruption

An Ar inclia flght carrying over
200 passengers on A Boeing TAT
flight from New Delhi Lo Ball
returned mid-way on Wednesday
due to a volcanc eruption in Bali
It b understood that the flight
had departed at 955 pm on Jure
17 fom i Alrport. *The flight had
flown ower two and a half houes
whien |1 was & ked o return 1o
Delhi due to reports of voicanic
eruption near the de stination
arpart in the ntemest of safety”
said of ficials

bal We cancelled one pair 1o
day There wos no oflw'r reason
exoept the hepvy congestion In
the alr space in Dubal. Due to
the closure of the Iran air
spoce, most inter mational alr-
lines are now flying through
the Dubal almspace ™

They are planned cancall a-
tions and the passengors are
Intimated In advance before
thiry leave their homes

Alr Indin Express has can
celled Qlghts between Shar jph
and Kochi, Mangaluru and Du-
bal, Tiruvananthapuram and
Dubal, Sharih and Indore and
Sharjah ad CCJ

Indigo refused to reveal de
talls about its cancellations or
delayed flights and asked this
reporter to speak to the Clvil
Av it fon Ministry about (L
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Air India to cut int’]
services by 15% on
widebody aircraft

ARLHAD EHAN 5 e Ol

AR DDA s Wl nasdony said
i1 Janes e el b peilEes 1B i
tErnational Ervicss on wide
bod v miroralft by 15% for the
el few wreltn, The Frduction
Wil be (mplemenbed betwmn
fos el 20 June amnd will con
tinaie therealfber i il of leaal
1l aly

The Tata Groug-awned nir
lime's mitionn coanes 3 week i
Loy Ay Dol s Beoesdryi TET Derosstny
limer Mgt mumber AILTL)
by} for Losdon. carrying 32
parsEngers and ove crased
sharily after taleall from
A pludl Alrpent oo Tiure
das Daly one pemon surived
the or s

A Do ol o Bant ilume s | bee
grapolitical wnslons o the
A biletle Emst. might cnirfew in
the sirspmcos of uny ooun
tries ln Europe and Eaat Asla
thedsng i ng eolancs] sanfely in
apections. @l aleo e Deces
saly cautiowss agproech belng
tnlen e e nee T g slall
el Al Inddis pileds, there hawe
bien certaln disruptions in
the i imbernatimal operaiione
over the Last & davy kendlng (o s
ekl of K ciineed o ons

PR Com mdin g cir
cumsianoes that Alr fndia s
(acimg. o enstare stah Uiy of
ol ipmepmlioans, Dt tes e Wheien
oy and o minimlse noonven
e 1o pomsengera Aw [
b st idiesd iey Peelbee |28 (e

‘Mo red flags with Bosing
Dreamiliner befors crash”
MEW DE L Tata Sors aod AF
Iralidl C ngatemian M ICh el WA an
Wit on Yerdness gy (e e N
reed f Ly wii T Blemng TED
Crearming airoraf befos Uapc
A el plane £imah thirt daemied
J M e, inchoding 241 pesengen
and crew mambert The emark
s, L iresE gaton e trying
1o mderinin case of cemh. " Thow
w2 10 red Ma g o mairtenance
FiiL " e T e el e
i Al In in ey e it

T Megew. £S5

1aad femsal sery e s ony wielela=dy
mirernly by 15% for the next few
wvein. The cuts will b paple
meiled belween now amd 240
Jeiine nnd w ikl cond mise thermad
per aaredl o Do ol el adw T Bils
alleciively adds 1o o e e
il s Sab U byt taden care
o miy (i frbas s (it lowg, ”
ool e adrline

B alded, “Alr Indis spologs
= b the passeengers alTacted
diue to Baese ourtailmenis anad
will inform them in slvanoe
arel make (in el oo o sc
czrmmodite Lhem on adivenate
Mlights. Passenpers will ala b
olllere] & chosie to e hedo e
thelr trave | withdw amy oosl or
b b plven fall refomd, ns per
thelr clieidos Tl revksed sidesil
ule of odr ndernational sery
woed o Tew trve firom 30 anee, S
Wil B shauwd shortiv”



‘ . ———
HITaig Ao uifsssTm
IIN LA,

Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRMFORKISAUTHORKITY OF

THE PIONEER DELHI 19 JUNE 2025

Air India cancels three international
flights due maintenance issues

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE®
Mew Dedh

ir India has cancelled
Alhm of its interna-
tional [flights on
Wednesday owing 1o various
reasons, incloding mainte-
nance and technical issues
Two of these fights were
cancelled after the passengers
had already boarded the air
craft, the alrline sald
The airline said it had to
cancel its Toronto-Delhd flight
AIER of June 1B due io
erlended mainiensice anad
consequently operating crew
-.:umms under regulalory
i

flight duty time limitation
LREET g HEE
Passengers, who had

alieady Biarded the abroralt,
were disembarked following
cancellation ol the (light, i
il

Also, (hght ALY from
Db biv Dielhd om June 18,
25 wan cancelled dise o
technical ressons wnd paseen.
gers were disembarked after

boarding, as per Air India
However, airlines flight
AI2145 from Delbi to Bali
wis cancelled after 0 was
advised to return 10 Delhi
mid- way due to reports of
volcanic eraption near the

whestonatsne st Ball, i the
ieteresl ol salety. Air India
slated

The flight safely landed
back in Delhi and all passen
gers were disembarked

Air India said its teams on
the ground are making alter-
native arrangements bor the
passengers o fly 1o their
respective destinations al the
earliesl

Full refunds on cancella
tlon of complimentary
rescheduling have also been
ifllered Lis Palie Ty,

Ajr Indla said W v antici-
pating some disraphions (in
ity Might operations) due w
the conlinuing enhanced
checks on the sirdines Bocing
787 lleet coupled with air-
ipace resiniclions and

inclesmend wealluwes

On Junc 13, a day afier the
B787-R crash that killed 241
people on board, the
Directorale General of Civil
Aviation ordered enhanced
purveillince of Alr Indias
Boeing TRT (leet, comprising
M TET-B and seven TET-9
planes

Since the Ahmedabad
craah. Aur India cancelled 66
lights to be operated with
Boeing 787 between June
1. 3th and June 17k, Muliiple
flights have been canc ar
delayed citing technical
(e

At a review meeting with
lop executives of Alr India
and Alr India Express, avis
ton salety reyulator DGCA
flagged concerns regarding
recenl malnlenance-related
issues reporied at Alr India
and “advised the airline o
strengthen internal courding
fin BiToRs i TINg, Bper-
ationa, ground handling units
and endure availability of
adequale spares o mitigale
passenger delave”
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Praful Patels slams Singapore
Airlines for lip service over Al crash

TH AAGHURATHA ® tomba

armer Livil Aviathbn
F.'l-tmmtr and NCR
Wiorkimg President Prafil
Patel on Wednesday sbommeesd
Sngepore Alrdines Jor ifs "Hp
service” over the crash of Mlight
Al-171 Dreamliner In
Alureeilabed lost wocke. consad
ering thall # wasa 15.1 percend
sharehnlder of Alr Inddia.
Within hous after bhe ques
thomed Lhe “denfening silerce”
ol Slngapere Adrline over the
crashof Ak Indis Highd AL 171
I:I-n-r"in!'_ THY Dirvanilinet, Patel
st st @l her 1emee IS
um "X expressing his sérious
displeasure over the manner
which the iniernatineal airline
braud trewted thie A b disas
ter wihich clairmesd the lives ol

241 pawscrgers in Ahmedabad
last week. “After & dave, loday
Singapoes Al Hinally ollers
cisnderces o the victin ol
ihe Alr India Bocing TR
Diresmliner crash — and savs
i is “ollering sll pesistance o
ihe owiers of Abr Trdia, Tata
Soima. Why ure you paying lip
serviee foday so lale? Amdd 8
part owner ol 251 per coni
withy boand e amad
the CED being vous ndimines
says thal ovmners Tata Som are
betingg odflered all asbatance?,
Paied sslied

et s carleer "X F'IIbl, Paicl
haal saick "I all the sorrow and
ifin serroussding the Abr [mdia
craah, thiere remuabng @ surprs-
ing stlenoe — or porhags i
rﬂ"il.‘.: mhsriil b sl ol m
wiantia] dwsrelwdder and the

ey respuonsble for naadntain

ing a large number, i ot 2l of
A I widhe-basly' arcralt
Criesn the namse:  Sdogemdnrs
Adrlines”

“They seem i be in bhiding
Let’s nust forget — they huve s
say i e pgement and a aode-
e agrecrnend with Air India

o Canpbaet] Wilsion,
the CEOof Air Iralia, is o e
e i1l Simgapore Antines, He
previowily served as CED ol
thetr low -coat slvldiiry. Scoul
Mirtiees. Why this dendend
silence, SO Patd hoad sslie
S0 in the LATA code ol
Singapore Abrhines. Singapdne
Alrines widk “We have been in
chirse conntact with our partner
Paka Soeis anad Adr India and
contirse Lo offer our full sip
port i them”
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Ahmedabad Air India Al-171 Tragedy Grounds
Dreamliner Hopes, Exposes Global Safety Crisis
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Insurers struggle to settle claims of Al crash victims
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AirIndia cancels seven
international flights, including

AMD-London, Delhi-Paris

NIKHILVYAS
NEW DELHI, 17 JUNE

Crisis-hit AirIndia onTues-
day cancelled seven of its
intemational Mights, incud-
ing Ahmedabad-London
and Defhi-Paris due tovaried
reasons, including aircraft
unavailability.

This series of cancella-
tiomsof Air India's interna-
tional flights comes days
after Air India fight AI-171
to London-Gatwick, crashed
in Ahmedabad moments
after take-off, killing 241 of
the 242 people on board
and dozens on the ground.

On Tuesday, the aidine
also cancelled its London-
Amritsar, Delhi- Dubid, Ben-
galuru- Londonand Mum-
bai-San Francisco flights.

As per Air India'swebsite,
the cancedled flightsare Al
915 {Delhi-Dubai), Al 153
(Dedhi-Viennal, Al 143 (Delhi-
Paris), Al 159 (Ahmedabad-
London), Al 133 (Bengalu-
ru-London) and ALL70 (Lon-
don-Amritsar). Many of
these flights were being
operated with the Boeing
787-8Dreamliner, the same
aircraft type that aashed
in Ahmedabad on Thurs-
day.

A technical issue also
alfected a Dreamliner oper-
ating as Al 315 from Hong
Kong to Delhi, forcing the
pilot to retum o Hong Kong,

Flight Al-159 - Air India
hasretired thecode Al-171

Wed,
wavns Nttps://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/77576654

== = —

E AV IV A
- from Ahmedabad to
London-Gatwick was can-
celled on Tuesday due to
the unavailability of the air-
craft, " resulting from airspace
restrictions and additional
precautionary checks, lead-
ing to longer than usual
wrnaroundof aircraft. and
not due o any technical
snag as clhimed,” said Air
India.
Theabruptcancellation
causedchaosat Sardar Val-
labhbhai Pated International
Alrport, with scoresof inter-
national passengers strand-
ed, many of them already
reding from anxiety sparked
by last week's tragedy.,
“We regret the incon-
venience caused toourpas-
sengers and have made
alternative arrangements
to fiy them to their destina-
tion. Weare providing hotd
accommodation and alkso
offering full refunds on can-
collations orcomplimentary
rescheduling if opted by
the passengers. Consequent-
by, flight Al170 from London
CamwickmAmritsaron 17th
Junestands canceled " said

18 June 20825

Air India.

Air India also asmounced
the cancellation of Flight
Al 143 from Delhi 1o Paris,
after mandatory pre-flight
checks identified an issue
"which is being presently
addressed”.

Consequently, "Bight Al
142 from Paris to Delhi on
June 18, 2025, also stands
cancelled,” the carrier said
in a statement. “In view of
theflight coming under the
resirictions on night oper-
ations at Paris Charles de
Gaulle (CDG) airport, the
said flight has been can-
celled,” the statement reacl.

Meanwhile, AnAirlndia
Flight from San Frandsco
to MumbaiviaKolkata was
also halted at the Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
International Airport in
Kolkataeady Tuesday mom-
ing after a technical snag
was detected in one of its
engines. The flight which
had a scheduled ‘technical
halt’ mKolkata, wasground-
ed on ' Tuesday after atech-
mical issue was suspected
duringa routine post-landing
inspection. All passengers
were safely deplaned, and
some have been accom-
modated inahotdin Kolkata

According to sources,
the Director General of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) alsosum-
moned an urgent virtual
meeting with AirIndiaand
Alr India Express officials.
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Air India cancels 7 international flights
including Ahmedabad-London, Delhi-Paris

Crisis-hit Air India on Tuesday
cancelled seven of its inter-
national flights, including
Ahmedabad-London and
Dethi-Paris due to varied rea-
sons, including aircraft unewvail-
ability. This comes days after
Air India flight AI-171 to Lon-
don-Gatwick, crashed in
Ahmedabad moments after
take-off, killing 241 of the 242
people on board and dozens
on the ground.

On Tuesday, the airline
also cancelled its London-
Amritsar, Delhi-Dubai, Ben-
galun-London and Mumbai-
San Francisco flights.

As per Air India’s website,
the cancelled flights are Al-
915 (Delhi-Dubai), Al-153
(Delhi-Vienna), Al-143 (Delhi-

E—
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Paris), Al-159 (Ahmedabad-
London), Al- 133 (Bengaluru-
London) and Al-170 (Lon-
don-Amritsar). Many of these
flights were being operated
with the Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner, the same aircraft type
that crashed in Ahmedabad.

Awechnical issue also affect-
ed a Dreamliner operating as
Al-315 from Hong Kong to

Delhi, forcing the pilot to
return to Hong Kong.

Flight Al-159 - Air India
has retired the code AI-171 -
from Ahmedabad to London-
Gatwick was cancelled on
Tuesday due to the unavail-
ability of the aircraft, "resulting
from airspace restrictions and
additional precautionary
checks,” said Air India, while

denving reports that it was
due to a technical snag.

The abrupt cancellation
caused chaos at Sardar Val-
labhbha Patel International
Airpon, with scores of inter-
national passengers stranded.

Air India also announced
the cancellation of Flight Al-
143 from Delhi to Paris, after
mandatory pre-flight checks
identified an issue "which is
being presently addressed”,

Consequently, "Mlight Al
142 from Pars to Delhi on
June 18, 2025, also stands can-
celled,” the camer said in a
statement. “Inview ol the Right
coming under the restrictions
on night operations at Paris
Charles de Gaulle (CDG) airport,
the said fight has been can-
celled,” Air India said.

An AirIndia fight rom San
Francisco to Mumbai via

Kolkata was also grounded at
the Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose Intermational Airport in
Kolkata early Tuesday moming
after a technical snag was
detected in one of its engines
during a routine post -landing
inspection. All the passengers
were deplaned, and some have
beenaccommodated inahotel
in Kolkata.

Meanwhile, after rising
concems regarding mainte-
nance-related issues reported
by Air India, the Directorate
General of Chvil Aviation (IDGCA)
on Tuesday said the recent
surveillance conducted on the
airline’s Boeing 787 fleet "did
not reveal any major safety
concems”, Theaviation watch-
dog said theaircraft and asso-
ciated maintenance systems
were found to be compliant
with existing safety standards.
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After 12/6, demand
for Al's 787s crashes

Fares Drop,
But Al's A350

The Trend
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Fired for reporting
glitch: Ex-Al staffers

Tonsn s Mows N rwoes

Mumbal: Two sonlor Alr Inidis
Night attendants hove writion to
PM Modl, clalming they were ler-
bt Fromm service by the airiline
nfter they rofosed to change their
sintement ahout 4 technical prob
li=m writh & Bosing 707 door Last year

They allegsd e Dirvamliner's
door mallanct loned as the slide caft
deployved, though the door wos
opened (B “maninl mods” Sllde
ralts deploy wihin n door s openesd
in “armed” of “nutoamaic s

Thie eident. thay clalmesl o
currsl an Aoy 14, 234, aflter the
Muambai-Londen BT (VT-AMQ)
operating Oight AS docked =i
Heathiow and the pressngers dis-
o barked. The meident, they say
was instnlly oorroboraied in writ-
ing by the phht and cadis-in
charge. “However, o oui' ulier
shork and surprise when wi Lok
{the Al managermisn ) e teuth that
the door was 0 manual position
whartn o], we were threatened
with termination,™ thie lefter al-
Lo o Westnpesalay

The formerr senior Al flighi af
tendmrits wrote ta the M that sfter
refiEing o revise thelr staisments
o the malfonct o b Deeammdbnes
door, they were served show causs
nodiews and dismizsod within 48
haairs —egmct by ote year before the
June 13 Ahmedaled crash which
Killed 2748 peeople, “We relused to
change our statemesns ches bl irn
diderable pressure exirbed om us by
higher asuthorities,” the letier al
lepedd, mming (three officials
“However later the commander
changed his statemend by sinting

Theit (et Pewrenes ermpdoyeed made the
allegatioss in g Ielter Lo PO o

tlul M was not oking when (e
st vma ajpenesd, " it alleged

Al Hesthrouwe, Al crew disem
hark from a dilfferent door Accord-
ingtw the pilois and crew gathersd
at door LA Last yvear in Max The teo
flight attindants, responsitde for
th door openlng, carried out (e
el sl o conliem the door was
in the :I'l‘l.:llhi.nl}u wh | Elori, s3ubil the 1ol
Pt F3und ihvee m bode o N e iy e lueny
tlarr oo wras o]

The letter alleges that Adr lnadia
and the Diirisctarate Creneral of Clv-
i Aviabon (DGCA ) suppressed 1w
Moy 1, 3824 incident and oiher
smilar osoourrences volving
Drwanilinges. The crew  clilm
DOACA lanehed anly an = informal
nguiry™ despite the gravity of the
saleily lssues mised, and po repord
has been share] sinee. They aleo al
b thal key wibiwsses pressnl
during the slbde deplovment ek
dent were dellbsrately excludied
from the Investigntion. Boath crew
ervien berrs hve served Adr India for
ovey two decades. Thelr complaini
was Mled with the Cengral Vigd
lanee Commisaion |ast year

12 JUNE 2025
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Ahmedahad: Two avibion disas
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onllege aned divid hospiial when
mirwd camee in of Indisn Adr]ines
Flighi 100 froum Mumbal crashinmd
Ing at Kolurpur as 0 approschsd
the city airport. MNong anong the
LIS pespemigers and crew sarvived
the cotastrophe
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Air India crisis: Chandra
sklps Tata Consumer AGM

@hmemﬁndla.mrn

Mumbai: Tata Consumer
Products chairman N
Chandrasekaran skipped
the company’s annual sha-

over 270 fatalities.

At the meeting, compa-
ny secretary Delnaz Dara
Harda said, “The chairman
of the board, N Chandrase-
karan, will not be able to at-
tend the AGM due to some

reholder meeting on
Wednesday due to ex-
igencies. Non-execu-
tivedirectorP B Bala-
i1 presided over the
meeting in his stead.
Regulations permit
another director to lead the
meeting when the board
chairman is unavailable.
Chandrasekaran’s ab-
sencewasdueto hisfocuson
Air India matters following
the erash of London-bound
flight 171 in Ahmedabad last
week, which resulted in

exigencies.” Tata
Consumer nitiated
the annual general
meeting sequence
among major Tata
Group companies,
with TCS scheduled
for Thursday and Tata Mo-
tors for Friday It remains to
be seen whether Chandrase-
karan, who is also the chair-
man of both these compani-
es, will chairthe AGMs.
According to a lawver, if
the chairman is not present
within 15 minutes after the

time appointed for holding
the meeting, or if he is un-
willing to act as chairman
of the meeting, thedirectors
present can elect a chair-
man among themselves.

Chandrasekaran has be-
en in Gurugram-Delhi, eng-
aging with Air India person-
nel, holding discussions
with civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu and av-
1ation secretary Samir Ku-
mar Sinha; and addressing
various airline-related mat-
ters. Hisoffice alsosought ti-
me with DGCA chief Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai.

During the AGM, Balaji,
who is also the CFO of Tata
Motors, acknowledged the
challenging period for the
Tata group.
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Bali-Delhi flight lands in Varanasi

Toar s Miws Berwoss ARfter rreoeiving closrsmee from

Varanasl: An Alr Il fight Al 5966
Firens PRl bn § s s df ot ol b e
wari Uwrer arad adhe an mmereency and ing
gif |l Babhadiur Shasiri Interrest onal Adr
o, Varanasi late Tuesssday alflermoors
ANer siamiing om The wiripn with 67
judasngers on board Der oosver e
Penirrs, 10 bael® foe B ki i, sem il Pymaset Gouage
ta, direcior of the Varanasl alrport, on
Wit pesatay maldinmg thaet tha Night was
froem Denpaasar, Indlonesia to Deihg

ATC thodiverted £ iphit lande) st Vars
nad Adrport st 4 2ipm. Approxcimately
tws Mours later when wemtber i Dieib
improeeiil, the Dight was granted peer
mEs o to ke ol ol 7

O Tossadce before the Miahd roac
hed Delhl wenther comndilions wors
atied dnd the sircrall wilh IFT passan
Errw on syl including thires ohill
dren, was diverted, even aa the pllod
cortneted ATC ot Varanasi abrpoct Tor
Iall'l.ﬂlrll.'.l‘l an allerTiats Dirort



e | o

oy fEaEgEs urifdsao

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

18 JUNE 2025

Cancelled Abad-Gatwick flight
leaves passengers stranded

Timaes News Nerwosk

Ahmedabad: Air TndiaonTu-
esday cancelled its Ahmed-
abad-London Gatwick flight
(Al 159), leaving several pas-
sengers stranded at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Internatio-
nal (SVPI)airport. The airline
attributed the cancellation to
“aircrait unavailability” cau-
sed by airspace restrictions
and extended precautionary
checks. After retiring the Al
171 flight number following the
June 12 flight on the same rou-
te that crashed shortly after ta-
ke-off, Air India resumed the
Ahmedabad-Gatwick thight on
Monday, June 16, renumbe-
ring it as AlLLL9.

The inbound leg of the
same aircraft, flight Al 160
from Gatwick, landed in Ah-
medabad al 119 pm, albeit be-
hind schedule. The return
Hight, initially scheduled to
depart at L10 pm, was cancel-
led shortly alter:

“There was no technical
snag as claimed,” Air India
clarified In a statement.
"Flight Al 159 from Ahmed-
abad to Gatwick has been can-
celled today due to the unavai-
lability of the aireraft, resul-
ting from airspace restric-
tions and additional
precautionary checks, leading
toa longer than usual turnaro-
und of aircraft.”

3

Mumbai-A’bad flight cancell

A n Ahmedabad-bound flight, Al 2493 operated by Air India, was
cancelled late on Monday, asis learnt from sources, The flight,
an Airbus 321-211, was delayed for operational reasonsinitially,
sources said, and was later cancelled as the crew members' Flight
Duty Time Limitations (FDTL) came into effect. The flight was
scheduled todepart at 6.35 pm from Mumbai and land in
Ahmedabad at 7.55 pm. Sources confirmed that the airline has
offered a full refund or an alternative fiight booking to the stranded

passengers.

The disruption had a ca-
scading effect; Air India con-
firmed that flight AL 170 from
Gatwick to Amritsar, schedu-
led for June17, alsostands can-
celled. The aireraft in ques-
tion was a Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner. The airline added, “We
regret the inconvenience cau-
sed and have made alternate
arrangements for affected pas-
sengers. Hotel stays, full re-
funds, or complimentary re-
scheduling are being offered,
based on passenger preferen-
ce.” Sourves indicate that mo-
re disruptions on Air India's

international Nights mightfol-
low, “The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
ordered mandatory safety in-
spections of all Boeing 787 air-
craft operated by Air India
These checks are limiting air-
craft availability for regular
scheduled commercial opera-
tions and may lead to minor
delays or temporary frequen-
ey reductions,” a source told
TOIL

Air India currently opera-
tes a fleet of 63 wide-body air-
craft, including 34 Boeing
T87-8 Dreamliners.
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8 Involved
Boeing 787-8
Dreamliners

Saurabh.Sinha
gtimesalindia.com

New Delhi: Air India can
celled nine scheduled inter-
national Mights Tuesday
eight of them involving Boe-
Ing 787-8 Dreamlineralrerall,
as (actors rmanging Irom
DGCA-mandated additional
sulety checks 1o increased
turnaround time bécause of
alrspace closures stretched
the carrier's maintenance
and operational capabilities

Besides the renumbered Al
159 Dreamliiner from Ahmeds-
bad to London Gatwick. the
airline announced the cancel-
Iation of its Gatwick-Amritsar,
Delhi-Vienna, Delhi
Paris, Pars-Dethi, Delhi-Du
bai, Bengaluru-London and
London-Bengaluru Rights

A ninth hight, a Boeing 777
operating between San Fran-
cisco and Mumba with a pit
stop in Kolkata, was grounded
in the Bengal capital because
of a snag. This led to return
Mumbai-San Francisco Oight
being canoelled soon alter

The scheduled Vienna
Delhi flight escaped the cas-
cading eoffect of multiple
cancellations because a Boe-
ing TR7-8 was already parked
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Plane shortage, snags force
Al to cancel 9 overseas flights

A Sl T A

Attempts to fix the malfunction on the tarmac failled and engineers had
to be flown mto Kolkata from other cities. Passengers were deplaned
after nearly 5 hours and asked to go through Immigration

there, ofliclalssaid
AlrIndia’s esl includes 33
Dreamliners, of which four
are  undergoing long-term
maintenance, At least 24of the
remaining 29 aircrall of this
sories have gone through one
Lme .~;|r1=:}.' INspecions or-
dered by the countryv's
civil aviation re '.-IL'I.LHUI'.
Longer routes to and firom

on some routes have increased
by about an hour:

Pilots and cabin crew hav
ing to fly longer also impacts
furnaround ume Sources
sald Alr India had petitioned
DGCA to ease stipulated
duty intervals that are meant
to prevent crew [atigue

“Alr India has expanded
18 routes in the past two

Longer routes to and from the West because of
the Israel-lran war have compounded Air India's
operational troubles... With Iran and Jordanian
airspace closed, the flying durations on some of
these routes have increased by about an hour

the West because of the lsrael-
Iran war have compounded
Alr India’s operational trou
bles sinee the Dreamliner
Al-1T1 crash in Ahmedabad on
June 12, which was India’s
worst civil aviation disasterin
volving a single ajreralt. With
Iran and even Jordonian air
space closed, flving durations

yvears while alrcraft induc-
tion has been slower than ex-
pected due to global supply
chaln issues. As a result, the
airliner has stretched itself
thin, which affects on-time
performance. There's hardly
any buflfer il an aircral
has to be grounded for techni-
cil reasons,” a source said

20256

Snag grounds
Al SF-Mumbai
flight in Kolkata

holkata: An Alr India ight
from San Francisco to Mumbai
was foreed to halt at Kolkata
alrport Tuesday after a techni-
cal snagin its left engine left 224
paEsengers stranded inside the
alreraft for five hours.

The Boeing 777-200LR, op
erating as Flight Al-180. landed
al 12.47am for a scheduled e
fuclling stop  Post-landing
checks were conducted and en
gineers detected an engine
malfunction. Attempts to fix it
on the tarmac fatled and engi-
néers had to be flown in from
other cities. Passengers were
allowed 1o deplane at 5. 30wm

“Our team tried to repair i
but couldn’t. Permission was
then sought to allow passen-
gers to disembark and com
plete immuigration at Kolkata, ™
an Al spokesperson said.

The situation sparked anx
joly among vers, coming on
the heels of last week's Air In-
dia Dreamliner crash In Ah
medabad. Flvers ook o X,
venting thelr frustration. "Il
safety was truly the priority,
why wall [1ve hours before de
planing™” posted Asil Tgbal

Most passengers were tak.
en o two hotels nese the air-
port as Alr Indin scrambled 1o
arrange alternative travel. T
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Ethiopian
Airlines flies
to Hyderabad

Tinves News NeTwoRk

Hyderabad: Africa’s lar-
gest carrier — Ethiopian
Airlines — has added Hyde-
rabad to its itinerary on Tu-
esday with thrice-a-week
direct flight services to Ad-
dis Ababa. The airlines ur-
ged the Indian govt to revi-
ew the bilateral air service
agreement so that it can ex-
pand operations In the
world's lastest-growing av-
lation market.

“We are in touch with
the Indian govt through Et-
hiopian ecivil aviation aut-
horities and the Indian em-
bassy to review our bilate-
ral agreement as it has not
been revised for over 20 ye-
ars now. We are pushing for
more bilateral slots by vear-
end,” Teklehaimanot G Yo-
hannes, MD- International
Services, Ethiopian Airli-
nes Group. told TOI here.

He said the airline cur-
rently operates 50 weekly
dedicated passenger and
cargo thights to five Indian
cities Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Ah-
medabad. and now Hydera-
bad. This includes 38 flights
per week to [ive cities — Del-
hi, Mumbal, Bengaluru,
Chennai, and Hyderabad.
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DGCA clean chit to Al's Boeing 787
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Mid-air scare for

two IndiGo flights
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