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TVK government faces
acrucial call on
Parandur airportin TN

—
T E Raja Simhan
Chsns

The newly-formed Tamilaga
Verrri Kazhagam (TVE] gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu faces
a key decision on whether to
ess ahead with the green-
eld alrport  project &
Parandur or risk Chennal
misgl out on & much-
needed second abrport,

The guestion ls wel
he:n'll';%rll the minds a?hp:.:s
sengers, indwstey and in-
vestors alike, espectally afier
TVE leader and Chief Minis-
ter O Joseph Vijay had ins-
tlally backed the villagers
and farmers opposing e
Et ject over concems about

vield Joss,

As reports emerged that
Vifay had held a review meet-
ing on the Parandur alrport
projecs, muldple  povern-
ment sources denled thar
such  consultarions  had
taken place.

However, with 5 Keer-

thana appoinned as the 1o-
dustries Minister and of-
ficers of the Industries and
Investment Promotion de-
partment now in place, all
£yes are mm.ronr.hep decision
arpumnd Parandur.

Sources in the know also
peinted our thar Vijay had
only opposed the specific
Parandur site in question in
the pastand nosthe ldea of a
secand airport.

Ume of the final iy
notifications issued by the
previous DMK governmient
declared the Parandur New
Greenfield Alrport Project 4
special project onder the

il Wadu Land Consolids-
ton (for Special Projects)
Act, W23,

The notification was pub-
lished on March 2, davs be-
fore the Madel Code of Con-
dhect camie into force.

However,  government
sources sald there ia no ey
restriction enting
new mmm from
digcontinuing the project
despite s speclal project
FLarns.

MAJOR SETBACK
Indusery  representatives
wamed that scrapping the
airport project would be a
major sethack for Chennal.
‘e have already lost

ground to the Hyderabad
and HBengaluru  alrports.
Chenngd nﬂdsﬂm P-arr!ﬁdw
alrport to support dustry
and passengess,” sald an offi-
cial from a leading aumo-
mohile company in
Sriperumbudir.

The previous DMK gov-
ernment had  accelerated

land acquisiclon, secwring
mare than 2,500 acres oat of
the 5,746 acres required for
the proposad airport in Kan-
cheepuram  disrract, with
compensation  significantly
alsove market rated.

The existing Chennal air-
pot currently handles mare
than 22 crore SeRgers
anmually. Onee tl:?:gm;f
modernisstion  works H‘I:E
capacity is expected to rise
1o 15 crore passengors i
vear — sufficiens for only the
NEXT SEVen years — muﬁl]\'
aligning v.rl:{h the timeline
for the Parandur alrpor
be operational.

‘The proposed airport is
duigmr:npﬂhnn.ﬂn ur;am 10
crore anmually,
amd mwﬂhiﬁ? wWo nuf—
W terminal  buildi
ontiways, an apron and 3
cargo erminal.

Residents of Parandur,
however, are hopeful that
the project will be shelved.

When industrialists mer
Chief Minister WVijay re-
cently, e lssue of the
Parandur - irport wag nof
discussed. However, they
urged him to focus on infra-
srructure development.

“One of the best meatings
wn—ever]nd,ul:mr.n.ea:ly 45
minures. CM's willingness
to hear is a grest pleasure
and hisleadership is avision-
ary one,” 8 M Pon-
nuswami, Managing Dir-
ector, Pon Pure Chembeals
e and Co-Chair of the
Cll 1E Natkonal Council
& Mavional Task Fofce on
EoDH, on 3

Vijoy requesed the ClL
del lon toe give their
go.!sils:; n wErII.:ln.g EN ﬁ
action could be taken.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
PH: 9820350726
salvakumarnrdithehindu.co.in

e el bunsinessline.
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Air India flights delayed at Mumbai
airport due to ground staff strike

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mumbai, 18 May

Several flights of Ajr India and
Alr India Express were delayed
on Monday as employees of
government-owned ground
handling agency ALASL carried
outa protest at the Mumbai air-
port for a wage hike and other
demands.

AIASL provides ground
handling services to Air India
Group —Air India and Air India
Express — as well as interna-
tional airlines at the Mumbai
International Airport, along
with other airports In the

country. Ajr India, in a state-
ment, said that an industrial
acton by emplovees of a third-
party ground-handlingagency
at the Muombai airport is
impacting operations.

“Our airport teams are
working closely with all stake-
holders to minimise inconven-
lence to guests and normal
operations at the earliest.” the
afrline said.

Alr India, however, did not
reveal how many flights were
impacted.

ATASL said its employees
resumed work after getting an
assurance from the manage-

THE PROTEST WAS FOR
AN INCREASE IN WAGES,
AMONG OTHER
DEMAMNDS. AIR INDIA DID
NOT REVEAL HOW MANY
FLICGHTS WERE IMPACTED

ment that their demands
would be looked into. "There
was asilent Morchaby acertain
section of emplovees, and we
requested them to give us in
writing {their demands) for dis-
cussion. They have been kind
enough to go back and join
back the work,” said Eambabu,
CEOat ALASL,

Hesaid the company will go
throughall requests (of the agi-
tating employess).

“They have given us aletter.
We have told them that we will
go through the same interms of
the policies,”" Rambabu said
AJASL, which caters to S0 air-
lines, including foreign airdines
such as Flydubal, Sandia,
Oman Alr and Salam Adr,
besides domestic carriers, ar 24
airports in the country, has
20,000 employees.

It handles 650 flights per
day at these 84 airports, with 35
percentof international flights
and 65 domestic operations.
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India eyes strategic foothold
in Sri Lanka with airport bid

wlﬂl
NEW DELHI, MAY 17

India is closely monitor-
ing Sri Lanka's move fo
invite foreign investors to
take control of the Mattala
Rajapaksa International
Aijrport near the China-
controlled Hambantota
port, amid strategic con-
siderations in the Indian
Ocean region, sources said
on Sunday.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment has invited expres-
sions of interest from

domestic and internation-
al investors by June 9 for
the airport under a 30-yvear
build-operate-transfer
{BOT) model.

The development assu-
mes significance as China
secured control of the
Hambantota port in 2017
under a 99-yvear lease, rais-
ing concerns in New Delhi
over its strategic location.

The Mattala airport,
located about 250 km from
Colombo, was commis-
sioned in 2013 at a cost of
5209 million, largely fund-
ed by China's Export-

Import Bank. Sources said
the proposal offers flexi-
bility and scope for diver-
sified investment, and is
being viewed in India in
the context of China's
influence in Sri Lanka.

They said an Indian pres-
ence in Hambantota
would align with India’s
“Neighbourhood First”

olicy and its strategic
interests in the Indian
Ocean. The opportunity
follows an earlier proposal
involving an Indo-Russian
joint venture that did not
materialise,

18 MAY 2026
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India watching closely SL

move to lease airport

PTI

NEW DELHI
—

India is closely monitoring Sri
Lanka’s decision o offer for-
eign investors contral of an
airport near the China-con-
tralled Hambantota part, as it
could present a rare opening
for Indian firms seeking stra-
tegic footholds in the Indian
Ocean, people familiar with
the matter said on Sunday.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment has already called for
expressions of interest from
domestic and international
investors by June 9 to take
control of the Martala
Rajapaksa International
Airport (MRIA) in
Hambantota under a 30-year
build-operate-transfer (BOT)
model.

In 2017, China gained con-
trol of the strategic
Hambantota port through a
99-vear lease that had raised
concerns in New Delhi in view

-

of the location of the mega
transit hub.

New Delhi is watching the
new opportunity with a keen
eye, a5 both neighbouring
countries have been looking
to forge greater trade and
strategic relations following
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to the island
nation in April last year.

The Martala Rajapaksa
International Airport, located
about 250 km from the capital
Colombo, has endured a
troubled first decade, the
people said.

Launched in 2013 with
grand ambitions, the project
cost USD 209 million, funded
primarily by China’s Export-
Import Bank.
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Flyer from Bangkok held
with 6.5kg marijuana

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The Air Intelli-
gence Unit (AIU) of the cus-
tomsdepartment seized 6.5kg
of marijuana from a passeng-
er arriving from Bangkok at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVPI) Airport
on Saturday. The man was ar-
rested under the NDPS Act,
1985.

“Based on specific intelli-
gence and passenger profi-
ling, officers of the Air Intelli-
gence Unit (AIT), SVPI Air-
port, Ahmedabad intercepted
one Indian national who arri-
ved from Bangkok at Ahmed-

abad during the intervening
night of May16and 17,” stated
areleaseissued by thedepart-
ment.

“During examination of
the passenger's baggage, offi-
cers recovered six vacuum-
sealed packets containing a
green-coloured dried plant-
like substance hidden inside
a trolley bag. On testing, the
substance was found positive
for Marijuana (Cannabis). A
total of 6.540kilograms of the
contraband was recovered
and seized under the provi-
sions of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
Act,1985," the release added.
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Expect Air Train To Chug
Into IGIA In 30 Months

DIAL To Fund Automated People Mover; To Be Free For Transit Flyers

Saurabh.Sinka
@timesofindiacom

New Delhi: Delhi airport's
long walt for an alr train will
end in X months, its operstor
has sald, Defhi International
Adrport Limited {DIAL) will
now fied the setting upof 8 s
3,000 crore-4, 000 crore auboms-
ted people mover tAP\fl that
will link Terming T, Ae
rocity and cargn city for seam-
less transfers

The airport operater took
the decision on funding as its
eardier plan ol doing the pro
ject through 8 coneessionaire

in which a third party in

ours the expense and reco-
vers [t through advertising
and other means - virtually
drew a blank

Thisabr tradry will e free of
charge for transit flyers. Non-
pazsengers will have to pag

Inan exclusive interaction
with TOI on Monday, GBS Ra
i, the chairman of GME Alr
ports that operates IGLA, said:
W hive todo 1LEAPMD oo
e & world-class hub, When we
started In 2008, the wransfer
passengers were 5% . Today it
is Z5% and grow So inier-
teirminal connectivity Is im-
perrtand Just ke runways amd
terminals, the APM is erucial
fior IG LA and will ba repdy in 30
ot (b or in ).

DIAL learnt & lesson from
s experienoe two years ago
wibwen 1ts temder for building o
7.5 m APM on a design. build,
fmance, operate and transfer
(DBFOT) model did not make
headway [t pot just one bid,
The operator will male the in-
vestment through internal ac-
criials and recover the monoy
through tarifTs and other sour-
cas, such as ads, o minkmise
the impact of the tariff.

“In the hub:and &
ek, there are p iirs for
transit connections - from in-
ternational to Infernational,
domestic to international, in-
ernational to domestie and
domestic to domestic. At those
times, the APM will run non-
stop between T1 and T3/2 wit-
hout stopping at the stations
af Acrockty and (he cargn e
mingal,” said Raju. son of GMR

WHE TN

APM at Kuala Lumpur
International Airport

< APM at Changl
" Alrport

L. Alr train's  ELEWATED SECTION | B.TKM s AT-GRADE SECTION | 2 KM
T.7hm routing will =7 3 Thaat- [ |
have almost 75%or * grade (surface level) n
pe=1 5.7hm elevated portion  section will be at two = G T smanon| |
and 2km at grade | stretches — just before T1 —— I
! and till crossing the main vy
2 The ramway and then under _.’m
= . : r
rest will be all the elevated '_|
t elevated, with a taxiway — ; fji=r
at cargo station o ’
| fink it to carge EEeEis /

terminal .=

I Aemociy
LUl

| AEROCITY
| STATION 3
.

STATION 2

T e vatvd fcmay

Source: DIAL

group founder and chairman
GM Ran. As this is the first -
me an Indian alrport sgetting
an air train, the rolling stock
(main) technology  provider

TOI EXCLUSIVE

amd operator is likely 1o be
from abroad. The laying of the
tracks and buildingof stations
will bes dorwe by an Indian com
pany. “The stations will at ter-
Al entrandses dnd about 23
minute walking distance of

uther mulll-modal stilong =
Raju said
 Passengers will soan thedr
boarding card w hop on the
APM and procesd to the termi-
nal their flight is from ™ Raja
said. This is being done a5, on
like most hubs abrosd wher:
no such scanning is reguired.
Indian airports see o large
numbser of perople poing 1o an
afrport tn see ofl and recelve
s rs Thealrportopera-
tor will put the APM expensa t
Incurs In Ns subimlsslon Lo
Afrports Economic Regulato-

iy Althocity, based on which
tarifl will bedetermined

Wi are so0n gokng (o eall
for bids {from rolling stock ser-
wiee providers). DAL will e
ot thie twsa jobs — bay ing tracks,
building stations: and rolling
stock — separately The chvil
work will be given to good
construction companies. We
have studied the technology
used in South Kovea, Jaks i
Italy and Switseriand. We visi-
ted them all and weroed inon
Ehe st userdrbendly and L
test options,” e said
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Flight cancellations hit AP flyers

K.M.P, PATNAIK | DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, MAY 17

International flights
from AP, particularly via
Vijavawada
{(Gannavaram) and
Visakhapatnam, are fac-
ing severe disruptions
due to cancellation of
services to Sharjah,
which connect to the US
and Europe connections.

Further, 95 per cent of
scheduled flights are fac-
ing cancellation.

These issues have been
triggered by the increase

in fuel price. The process
of restructuring airline
fares is causing major
delays for travellers.
“Flight to Sharjah had
been withdrawn when
the US-Israel and Iran
war began on February
28. Only IndiGo is operat-
ing flights to Singapore
thrice a week,” said Vija-
yawada Airport director
M. Laxmikanth Reddx
Off Visakhapatnam,
Scoot Airlines reduced
its operations to
Singapore from four days
a week to three days.

Roughly, 95 per cent of
international flights pre-
booked by passengers are
receiving last-minute
messages of the flights
being cancelled or being
rescheduled, creating
chaos, travel agents said.

Founder and chief exec-
utive officer of Welfare
Holiday and World Tours
K. Vijay Mohan told this
correspondent on
Sunday that Thai Air
Asia has cancelled its
flights to Hyderabad,
Lucknow, Ahmedabad,
and Cochin. Thai Airw-

ays has downsized its air-
craft capacity from 320
passengers to 170 passen-
gers. Vijay Mohan point-
ed out that fare from
Hyderabad to Bangkok,
which was around
T22,000, 1s now priced
around ¥T38, 000. Airfare
to Malaysia, around
720,000 has shot up to
T30,000,

Fare to Bali of 230,000
last month has shot up to
around %45000. Other
sources say shortage of
aviation turbine fuel led
to price hike in fares.
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enprivateis notalways
better: The Air India Story

w decades, Air India under gov-

ernment ownership was a byword

for inefficiency. Delayed Mights,
ageing aircraft, overstaffed terminals,
and bailout afrer bailout pad for by the
Indian taxpaver. Yet for all that, it never
lost $2.8 billion in a single year. Its new
owner, Tata Group managed to do that in
2025-26. This single fact underlines the
uncomfortable truth behind the much-
hyped privatisation of Air India,

The crash of Air India Flight Al-
171 kast June brought much
of this into sharp focus.
Air India Flight

Al-171, a Boeing 787-
8 Dreamliner, bound
for London from Ah-
medabad, crashed seconds
after takeoff, killing 241 of the 242
peopleon board and 19 on the ground, last
June, The preliminary report released a
maonth after the erash, gave anindication
of how the crash happened. The report
also published snatches ol a conversabion
between the pilots leading to speculation
about the involvementofone of the pilots
responsible for the crash. The final report
from India’s Aireraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureaw is expected next month, ac-
cording to the civil aviation minister K.
Rammaohan Naidu. Its findings will land
onanairline already struggling to explain
itself. Tounderstand how A Indiaarrved
at this point, it is necessary o go back to
the momentof the sale.

-

The maths

On January 27, 2022, the Government
of India transferred 100% of Air India’s
shares to Tata Sons’ fully-owned subsid-
iary Talace Pyt Lid. The Tatas paid Rs
2,700 crore (5358 million) upfront in
cash and ook over Rs 15,300 crore of
debt — for a total bid of Rs 18,000 crore
(approxnaiely $2.39billion). At the point
of handover, Air India was losing Rs 20
crore every single day and it had around
12,000 employees on its rolls.

Post-sale, the airline has gone from
roughly 12,000 emplovees and $9.5 bil-
fion in accumulated losses at acquisition,
10.30,000-plusemployeesanda fresh $2.8
billion loss in a single year under private
ownership. [tis the kind ofloss which has
continued to mount ata pace the govern-

TURBULENT TIMES

The Tatas paid

Rs 2,700 cr

(£358 million) upfrant in cash and took over
Rs 15,300 crore of debt — for a total bid of
IRs 18,000 crore (approximately $2.39 billion)

Rs 20 :rore
und 12,000 employees

30,000-plus employees

POST-SALE, the airline has gone from
roughly 12,000 employees and $9.5 billion
Iinaccumulated losses at acquisition, to

Campbell Witson, unvelled Vinaan.Al, a five-year transformation plan

Directorate General of Civil Aviation identified 51 specific safety lapses
atAir India - seven classified as critical safety risks requiring immediate
serious systemic failures

correction, and 44 categorised as:

inits audit

repart, soon after the crash in Ahmedabad in June last year

ment era never quite matched in a single
financial year,

Soon after takeover of the airline, its
management under the leadership of a
Singapore Airlines veteran, Campbell
Wilson, unveiled Vihaan Al a five-year
rransformation plan, The plan was buile
on five key pillars: exceptional customer
experience, robust operations, indus-
try-best walent, industry leadership, and
commiercinl rﬂ'cmnq‘and prnﬁr:lhlhry

While the acquisition of new aircraft
has been rolled ot ata faster pace — 600

new aircralt with a list price of around
$70-80 billion — and is quite laudable, the
airling has been found wanting in terms
of the goals it set out to achieve, For ex-
ample, the country's aviation regulator,
thie Directorate General of Civil Aviation
identified 51 specific safety lapses at Air
India — seven classified as critical safety
risks requiring immediate correction,
and 44 categorised as serious systemic
failures in its andit report, soon after the
crash. The findings spanned systemic ne-
glect of safety management, madequate

muonitoring of flight operations, main-
tenance record forgery, crew fatigue
mismanagement, and the operation of
mircraft without properemergency equip-
ment checks.

There have been other instances too;
A Chicago to Delhi fight was forced to
turn back after five hours because eight

of its twelve lavatories had become
unusable, A Delhi to Vancouver ser-
vice flew for nearly eight hours before
returning because nobody had verified
the aircraft had regulatory approval to
enter Canadian airspace. Ifone adds a lit-
any of complaints from the pilots, ranging
from claims that they
were treated as bonded
labour to regular threats
fromthe HR department,
it is clear that a
key part of the
workforce is in
open canflict with the
management.

Assumptions
The transformation plan had
always assumed that the hard-
ware was the difficult problem — that if
you ordered enough new aircraft, hired
enough new people, and rebranded ag-
gressively enough, the culture would fol-
low, It hasn't

Themainreason for the privatsation of
AirIndia was thatifitremained in the pub-
lic sector, inefliciencies and losses would
spiral out of control, forcing the Govern-
ment to shut it down. lis sale to a private
sector company was based on the logic
that it would remove all these challeng-
es and India would get a highly-efficient
airfine. The downside to that is that if one
assumes that the private sector is auto-
matically more capable than the state, one
fails to provide enough scrutiny whenever
the private sector fails.

This perhaps has led o Air India’s
underperformance. The management
poured enormous amounts of money into
ordering more aireraft, merging four air-
lines, hiring about 9,000 employees, and
expanding routes, allatthe same time: the
pace of what the management wanted to
achieve ran farahead of the pace of what
the organisation was actually capable of
achieving.

(The wricer isa senior aviation fournal-
ist based in Bengafura)
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@ Air Traffic

In March 2026, the number of domestic flights from Mumbai rose around 1% over
March 2025 levels. International flights declined about 17%.

Number of domestic flights
24,000

20,731 20,900
19,524
18,000
12.000
6,000
]
Mar-25 Sep-25 Mar-26
Number of international flights
5,000
7,491 7,630
6,228
6,000
3,000
Mar-25 Sep-25 Mar-28

Source: Airports Authority of india
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Ground staff protest

hits Mumbai flights

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At least 36 flights
at Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj International Air-
port were delayed on Monday
after a protest by around 100
ground staff disrupted baggage
handling and aircraft turn-
around operations, atfecting
several airlines across termi-
nals.

The protest was carried out
by employees of Al Air Services
Limited (AIASL), a govern-
ment-owned ground handling
agency that services Air India
group carriers as well as more
than 70 foreign airlines operat-
ing from Mumbai.

According to Flightradar24,
around 58% of the airport's
departing flights were delayed
as of 8 pm.

An airline official said at

least 25 of Air India’s roughly
120 daily departures from
Mumbai were delayed because
of the disruption. However, the
impact was not limited to the
Air India group.

Officials familiar with the
matter said the protest severely
affected baggage handling
operations for flights managed
by ATASL.

“Baggage of 39 flights—six
international and 33 domes-
tic—was delayed,” an official
said.

The official added that 31
departure flights and five
arrival flights were delayed
during the protest, which
lasted around 90 minutes.

“The disruption had a cas-
cading effect on turnaround
times, impacting aircraft han-
dling, baggage services and
boarding processes,” the offi-
cial said.
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Fuel price hike fuels inflation
pressure across sectors

Airlines are likely to be among the most affected sectors, as ATF costs rise with crude prices
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Aviation Security Fee dues hover around Rs 3,200 cr

MNARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: India’s civil avi-
ation sector continues (o face a
major financial challenge, with
pending Aviation Security Fee
{ASF) dues still estimated at
nearly Bs 3200 crore dl.‘EP:itE
the strong recovery in passen-
ger traffic after the COVID-19
pandemic.

Though movement through
airporis has rebounded sha.rlgf
settlement of these fees lags
behind expected timelines.
Recovery in travel demand
does little to erase accumu-
lated obligations Hed to safety
funding mechanisms. Author-
ities continue monitoring cash
flow gaps linked to delayed
payments under current regu-
latory frameworks.

Dhespite growing expenses
and pandemic-related inter-
ruptions, the fees gathered
from travellers for airport

safety managed by the Cen-

B

tral Industrial Security Foree
remain strained. At present,
rotection at 72 civilian air-
ields throughout the nation is
maintained by the CISE While
financial demands climb, sup-
port continues withoul pause.
On July 1, 2019, the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation (MoCA)
launched the National Aviation
Security Fee Trust (NASFT).
Managed as a single nonprofit
entity, it gathers airport secu-
rity fees under one system.
Instead of scattered oversight,
funds now flow into a unified
structure. Created for clarity,
its purpose centres on organ-
tsed financial control
With consolidation came
improved tracking - each con-
tribution accounted for sep-
arately. Though formed by
government directive, opera-
tions follow strict neutrality.
Pooling resources allows con-
sistency where vanation once
existed.

Beginning in 2017, struc-
tural adjustments to the ASF
occurred multiple times, driven
by growing expenses ted to
security operations. While held
unchanged at Rs 130 for close
to twenty years through the
prior fee framework, the local
ASF amount moved upward
— first reaching Rs 150 dur-
ing mid-2019. Later, a further
shift brought it to Bs 160 near
the end af 2020; then, stari-
ing April 2021, it settled at Rs
200. On overseas routes, fees
climbed too: beginning below
four dollars, they now stand at
twelve per passenger.

Even after adjustments, rev-
enue dropped sharply due 1o
the pandemic since fewer pas-
sengers meant lower receipts,
but CISF expenses stayed con-
stant. At its highest point,
unpaid ameounts reached about
Rs 4,707 crore by Novemnber
2022 By March 2026, what
remained oulstanding had

declined to roughly Rs 3,200
crore. Of that sum, close 1o Bs
2,100 erore came [rom privately
managed and jointly operated
terminals. Publicly adminis-
tered facilities accounted for
nearly Rs 1,100 crore within the
total balance. Unl:xpm:li:d.ly,
during 2024, airport operators
ok on financial responsibil-
ity for securing approximately
1,200 CISF staff stationed at
freight hubs - part of a broader
move to reduce strain on the
ASF fund. While not formally
announced, the change qui-
elly reshaped cost distribution
across aviation infrastructure.
Because operational demands
shifted, funding flows followed.
Thiss, a new burden fell upon
terminal authorities with-
oul altering overall security
mandates.

Following this adjustment,
budgetary relief emerged else-
where, lhuugh details remain
sparse.
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Essar Energy Transition completes Pre-FEED
for UK sustainable aviation fuel production hub

NEW DELHI: Essar Energy
Transition (EET) has com-
pleted the Pre-Front End Engi-
oeering Design (Pre-FEED)
stage for its Stanlow Metha-
nol to Jet (ML) project, which

is rxp:ci:d Lo become one of

the UK’ largest sustainable avi-
ation fuel (SAF) production
hiibs.

Integrated with the Stan-
low refinery infrastructure, the
planned facility will produce
over 200,000 tonnes per annum
(tpa) of advanced SAT using
nearly 550,000 tpa of renewable
e-methanol and bio-methanol
feedstock.

The project will enable an-
site blending of SAF with con-
ventional jet fuel produced by
Essar Energy Transilion Fuels.
Through existing export infra-
structure, including the Man-
chester Jet, Midlands and
UKOP pipeline systems, alung

The project will
enable on-site
blending of SAF
with conventional
jet fuel produced
by Essar Energy
Transition Fuels

with road and marine distri-
bution routes, the fuel can be
lilJFFlitd dirl:-:.‘ﬂ}' to major UK
airports and airlines.
Renewable e-methanol and

bio-methanol feedstock will
be sourced from domestic and
international suppliers. Exist-
ing import and storage infra-
structure al Stanlow Terminals
Lid is expected to reduce capi-
tal expenditure and improve
access o low-cost, low-carbon
feedstock.

The Pre-FEETY stage, partly
funded through an up to £2.5
million grant under the UK
Government Department for
Transports Advanced Fuel
Fund, was completed in part-
nership with Genesis, The study
evaluated site suitability, tech-
nology readiness, refinery inte-
gration, carbon intensity and
environmental compliance.

According to the company,
the study confirmed that the
Stanlow Manufacturing Com-
plex can accommodate the
facility and identified no major
barriers related to permitting

provals. It also high-
||ghtt:1f

strong markel interest
in renewable methanol sup-
ply and integration opportuni-
ties that could lower costs and
ermissions.

The project will now target
participation in the UK SAF
Revenue Certainty Mechanism
process. Front-end enginecring
design (FEED)] is scheduled for
later this year, while the Final
Investment Decision (FIDY) is
targeted by early 2028,

EET zaid the project forms
a key part of its muli-billion-
dollar energy transition invest-
ment programme in MNorth
West England and will support
high-skilled employment. The
UK'’s SAF mandate requires 22
per cent of total jet fuel con-
sumption to come from SAF by
2040, with the Stanlow project
expected to play a major role in
meeting that target. WPOST
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Flyers stranded in Mumbai as
ground staff go on flash strike

Tines NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Thousands of passengers
booked on Air India, Air India Ex-
press and some foreign airlines on
their Mumbai flights scheduled bet-
ween l0amandlpmonMonday hada
harrowing time after employees of
Al Airport Services Ltd (ATASL), a
ground handling company, staged
an impromptu demonstration de-
manding better emplovment terms.
A total of 31 departures were delay-
ed, five arrival flights saw delayed
parking, and baggage delivery for
s5ix international and 33 domestic
flights was delayed, sources said.

Apart from the Air India group,
ATASL does ground handling for 37
foreign carriers.

The disruption affected check-
in, baggage handling and cargo
loading and unloading operations,
leading to delays for Air India and
AirIndia Express flights.

Passengers on at least one Delhi-
Mumbai flight were made to remain
seated inside the aircraft for close to
two hours after landing as ground
staff were unavailable, sources said.
Several departing flights, including
those to Delhi, Chandigarh, Udaipur,
Kolkata and Bhuj, were delayed.

The protest was organised by wor-
kers affiliated to Akhil Bhartiva
Kamgar Karmachari Sangh, which
had earlier issued a “final ultima-
tum” to the management over long-
pending demands. In a statement is-
sued after the protest, the union said
the management agreed in writing to
address the workers' demands follo-
wing the agitation near the airport.

In a letter to the ATASL manage-
ment dated May 18, the union sought
permanent employment status for
fixed-term contract workers who
had completed five years of service;
implementation of a wage revision
pending since 2017, “same work,
same pay” policy; transport and can-
teen facilities; a promotion policy;
refund of salary deductions made
during Covid; compensation for
employees retiring
during their service
tenure; medical and
accident insurance
coverage; and a halt
torecruitment of re-
tired staff members.

The union had
warned that failing
resolution of issu-
es, workers could
resort to strike,
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