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AAI may take over operation
of the multi-level car parking
facility at city airport for now

The move comes amid complaints over cab pick-up points and congestion of vehicles at

entry/exit areas; the existing contractor has given termination notice to AAI due to losses

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he Airports Author-
T ity of India (AAI) is

likely to take over
the multi-level car parking
facility at Chennai airport
to address complaints
about distant cab pick-up
points and congestion at
entry and exit areas.

The existing contractor
who manages the Aero
Hub (a huge shopping facil-
ity at the airport), car park-
ing and cab pick-up points
gave termination notice to
the AAI some weeks ago.
Since then, there have
been several rounds of dis-
cussions in this regard,
sources said.

“A final decision is ex-
pected from the Board
next week on this issue,” a
source said.
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Untangling issues: AAl has prepared a tender and is likely to float
bids shortly after the final decision from the board comes through.

Meanwhile, it is learnt
that the AAI has prepared a
tender and will float bids
shortly after the final deci-
sion from the board comes
through. When the new
contractor takes over, they
need to operate two cab
pick-up points, one closer
to the T1 Terminal and the
other in the multi-level car

parking facility. However,
as far as the Aero Hub is
concerned, it is still not
clear whether the AAI will
take over or not and the
decision lies with the
board.

For many months, air
passengers have been agi-
tated over the shifting of
cab pick-up point from TI

Domestic Terminal (near
the National Flag point) to
the second floor of a multi-
level car parking facility.
With growing demand
to restore the previous cab
pick-up point, the AAI be-
gan mulling the possibility
of an additional pick-up
point. Following this, the
contractor submitted the
termination notice to the
AAl, wanting to end the
agreement over losses.
Ram Kumar, a frequent
air passenger, said, “It will
be a big relief for passen-
gers if they can take cabs
from the old pick-up point.
I found it so much more
convenient as it didn’t in-
volve a very long walk or
taking a lift to the Aero
Hub. I'm hoping they make
the second pick-up point

available for air passengers
at the earliest.”
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SC panel’s nod to Vasant Kunj
housing project with tree rider

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Central Empo-
wered Committee (CEC), appo-
inted by the Supreme Court, has
granted approval fora group ho-
using development in Sector B,
Pocket-1 in Vasant Kunj. Nearly
80% of the development is on
the morphological ridge of Del-
hi, so the CEC has asked the pri-
vate builder to ensure the pro-
tection of all 23 existing trees
within the project boundary,

The private developer has
been asked to plant 250 indi-
genous tree species for a gre-
en fencing. Additionally, the
developer is required to plant
another 250 trees along the in-
ternal roadway.

The morphological ridge,
characterised by ridgelike
terrain and features, is gran-
ted the same level of protec-
tion as other designated ridge
areas. After the CEC's nod, the
project will need final permis-
sion from the Supreme Court.

In this matter, the CEC re-
ceived two applications —
one from a private builder in
favour of the group housing

project and another from a lo-
cal, Rajiv Ranjan, who raised
objections against the pro-
ject, claiming that since the
proposedland falls withinthe
morphological ridge, no
construction can be allowed.,

Ranjan told the CEC that
out of the total 5353 square
metres of the project land,
4,553 square metres are on the
morphological ridge. Howe-
ver, the private developer alle-
ged that the land does not fall
in the morphological ridge
area, nor does it exhibit any
qualifying characteristics.

In a report dated May 14,
which was submitted to the Su-
preme Court for consideration,
CEC confirmed that the majo-
ity of the "subject land’ falls
within the morphological rid-
ge area. “The committee con-
ducted a site visit on Jan 3 and
abserved that the ‘subject land’
is flat land, surrounded by the
residential housesof DDA, sa-
id the report. It added that a to-
tal of 23 trees are present at the
site, out of which19are healthy
and upright, one isa rehabilita-
ted fallen tree, and three are
dried out. The proposed project

does not envisage felling or
translocation of any tree.

The proposal for group ho-
using has received NOCs from
the departments concerned,
including DDA, MCD, Air
ports Authority of India, and
environmental clearance from
the ministry of environment,
forest and climate change (Mo-
EFCC) and State Level Expert
Appraisal Committes.

“It is recommended that
this court may consider per-
mitting the use of 4,553 squa-
re mefres (0.4553 ha) of the
‘subject land” without felling
any tree for the construction
of the group housing pro-
ject,” said the report.

The CEC, however, directed
the private builder that no tree
felling will beallowed to be cut,
and it should ensure the pro-
tection of all 23 trees standing
on the ‘subject land’. It also as-
ked for green fencing on a pe-
riphery of 385 metres and for
the planting of about 250 trees
of indigenous species alongsi-
de it. “Similarly, another 250
trees of indipenous species
shall be planted along the in-
ternal roads,” the CEC said.
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Apolloin talks to invest $750 mn
in Adani’s Mumbai Airport bonds

DEV CHATTERJEE
Murnbal 18 May

US-based hnancial services giant Apollo
Global Management is in advanced talks
to invest $750 million in bonds to be is-
sued by Mumbai International Airport
Limited {(MIAL), according to people fam:
iliarwith the matter.

The investment is expected to come
through Apolla’s insurance arm, which is
actively targeting high-quality infra-
structure assets in India.

The bond issuance is part of a broader
fundraising initiative by Adani Airport
Holdings Limited (AAHL), which oper-
ates seven BiEGHS across India.

In a separate deal. AAHL is also look-
ing to raise an additional £750 million
in loans from international banks,
sources said.

The MIAL bond transaction is likely to
close in the coming weeks and has at-
tracted interest from multiple US-based
bnancial institutions, led by Apollo. This
points to sustained investor appetite for
Indian infrastructune credit, particularty
in the airport sector.

Apollo declined to comment on the
deal. The Adani group also did not re-
spond to an email request for comment.

Proceeds from the AAHL loan facility
will be used for capital expenditure and
to refinance dollar-denominated debt
maturing in September, sources said.

In April, a consortivm of global
lenders extended $750 million to & family
investment vehicle of the Adani group for
the acquisition of ITD Cementation.

Adani, Spartonink
deal to manufacture
Sonobuoy systems

Billionaire Gautam Adani’s group
subsidiary Adani Defenoe & Aero-
space has entered into a binding col-
laboration agreement with Sparton
(DeLeon Springs LLC), a subsidiary
of Elbit Systems known for its ad-
vanced Anti-Submarine Warfare
[ASW) systems, the company said on
Sunday. This parnership aims to
muanufacture sophisticated elec-
tromic and ASW systems in India for
domestic and imternational markets.
Through this alliance, Adani De-
fence & Aerospace becomes the first
private Indian firm to offer indigen-
ously developed sonobuoy sol-
utions. Sonobuoys are specialised,
deployable sonar systems designed
to detect and monitor underwater
activity, particularly submarines.
HIMANSHU THAKLR

BlackRock contributed %250 million to
that round, according to banking
SOUTTES.

“Diespite challenges, the group con-
tinues to attract marquee US imvestors.
Strong ratings and predictable cash Hows
have helped bring in long-term capital.”
said a banker involved in the process.

AMHLs current airport portfolio in-

cludes Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Mangalore,
Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati, and Trivan-
drum. Its greenfield Navi Mumbai Air-
port project is scheduled to commence
operations in the next quarter. The com-
pany is eyeing an initial public offering in
the next 2-3 years, once the Navi Mumbai
facility stabilises, and other revenue
streams mature.

Parent company Adani Enterprises
Ltd. has announced capital expenditure
plans totaling T1.32 trillion (158 billion)
for F¥25-FY27. This includes T47.000
crore for renewables, T44.000 crore
or airports, T19,000 crore for roads,
and 16,000 crore for a greenfield
PVC project.

According to Care Ratings, financial
closures have been secured for most of
these projects, including the PVC facility,
s the group continuwes to adopt & phased,
modular funding strategy.

Across its 12 listed entities, the Adand
Group aims to invest $100 billion by 2030
in sectors such as ports, roads, airports,
gnd cement. The group is prioritising
greenfeld development while selectively
pursuing Mi&A opportunities where valu-
ations are favourable.

The F¥25 results affirm Adani Enter-
prises’ incubation strategy for scaling
core infmstructore businesses, Group
CFO Jugeshinder “Robbie” Singh said on
a recent analyst call. In 2026, AEL plans
to deploy over 136,000 crore, including
110,500 crore for airports, T5.500 crore
for renewable energy, 6,200 crore for
road infrastructure, and T9.000 crore for
petrochemical ventures,
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In a Nutshell

M DIAL Sells Entire 50%
Stakein JVforz12.7cr

MEW DELHI Delhi airport
operator DIAL has sold its
entire 50% stake in Delhi

AviationServices (DASPL)
toBird Flight Services (India) for
around 12.79 crore. DASPL was
given concession to manage the
operations of bridge-mounted equip-
ment, including ground power units,
pre-conditioned air units and supply
of potable water to aircraft at Termi-
nal 3 of Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA]} in the national capital.
DIAL hasoffloaded its 50% stake in
DASPL toBird Flight Servicesfora
consideration of #12.79 crore, accor-
ding to afiling on Saturday.

M CutFlights at Orly
Airport: Airlines Told

; y PARIS France'scivil
y aviation authority asked
== airlinestoreduce flights

by 40% at Paris-0rly
airport on sunday evening after alr
traffic control systems suffered a
breakdown. The autharity, known as
DGAC, sald in a statement that some
“regulation” was needed involving a
significant reduction in the number af
flights, The statement didn't provide
details on the cause of the break:
down. DCAC said its teams "are fully
mobilised to restore normal opera-
tions as soon as possible.”
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Airport, Taj Hotel receive hoax bomb threats

Megha Kuchik hanging of Afzal Guru and  35K(1), 351(3), 351(4), and
MUMEA] Savulcku Shankar!’ S51(1)(b) (criminal intimida-

Mumbai police received an
email threatening to blow up
the Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
and Hotel Taj Mahal Palace
with a bomb, an official said
on Sarurday.

According to the FIR, ter-
rorist Afzal Guru's name was
mentioned in the threatening
message.

Following the alarming

Salman Ansari

B;ornb detection and disposal squad outside Hotel Taj

The email further stated,
“We dare the authorities to
atiempt a rescue operation in
the name of our Almighty
Explosively Formed
Projectiles were strategically
placed over the weekend for
this very day. The fusing sys-
tems were engineered In the
Mechanical Department, and
all materials were sourced
through indigenous means for
this sacred mission. Jaffar

tion) of the Bharativa Nyaya
Sanhita. Investigations are
cngoing, and efforts are
underway t© trace the source
of the email As of now, no
explosives have been found.
Meanwhile, Mumbai police
have issued a pmhibitory
order restricting the move-
ment and unlawful assembly
of five or more persons within
city limits. The order, which
came into effect at midnight

email, immediate security was found. After a detailed “Respected Shri  Sadig’s meth case and Jaffar  on May 17, will remain in force
measures were enacted.  search, authorities confirmed  Phadnavis/Inspector saab, on  Sait IPS's RCS Gattleo files  until midnight on May 31 The
Teams conducted thorough  there were no signs of any  this holy day The Taj Mahal should be dropped.” decision was taken o prevent
checks at the airport, taxi threat Palace, Mumbai and the The police on Friday regis-  any possible breach of peace,
parking areas, Hotel Taj The threatening email was  Chatrapati Shivaji Airport will tered a case against an  disturbance to public tran-

Santacruz, ATC Tower, nearby
areas and the Taj Mahal
Palace, but nothing suspicious

received by the Airport Police
smtions official ID at 5:55am
on Friday The email stated,

fall victim o a devastating
pipe bomb blast. This act
commemorates the unjust

unidentified individual under
Sections 125 (endangering life
or personal safety of others),

quillity, danger to human
lives, and potential damage to
property.
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B'luru airport
soars high on
record profit

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU

Kempegowda  Interna-
tional Airport Bengalurn
has reported a record
profit for the first time
since its inception, signi-
fying a robust financial
turnaround, according to
the BIAL sources.

The BIAL held its board
meeting on May 16, pre-
sided over by its Chair-
person and Chief Secre-
tary to the Government
of Karnataka, Shalini
Rajneesh, a press state-
ment said. IFt:e meeting
marked a historic mile-
stone as BIAL reported a
record profit for the first
time since its inception,
signifying a robust finan-
cial turnaround and a
testament to the airport’s
strategic growth, sustain-
ability initiatives, and op-
erational excellence,” the
statement added.
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'CISF PERSONNEL stationed at
Noida Airport will be allotted flats’

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: Aiming
to address farmer's issues, the
Greater Noida Industrial Dieved-
opment Authority (GNIDA)
has decided to grant the rlght
to CEQ o allow correction of
derical errors (such as name of
beneficiary, area etc.) in lease
back cases of farmers. Earlier,
the same was done only after
discussing them in the board
meetings which for which farm-
ers had to face a long wait.

According to officials, for
this purpose, a committee will
be formed b}' the CEQ. “After
examining the records, the
derical error will be corrected
hased sull:l}' on the recommen-
dation of the committee and
with the CEO's a]:!]:lr\m'a.l. From
now on, there will be no need
Lo wait for permission from the
hoard meeting for stich correc-
tions,” a senior GNIDA officer
has said.

The decision was taken in
the 139th board meeting of the
Greater Noida ﬁuih.u:il}' that
took place on Saturday under
the ::ha.irma.n:ihip of Uttar

Pradesh Chiel Secretary and
Moida-Greater Noida Author-
ity Chairman Manoj Kumar
Singh who participated in the
board meeting online. Present
in the meeting were CEO of
Greater Noida Authority NG
Ravi Kumar, CEQ of Noida
Dr Lokesh M, ACEO Saumya
Srivastava, ACEQ Sunil Kumar
Singh, OSD of Abhishek Pathak
and other officers joined the
board meeting,

Additionally, the Greater
Noida Authority Board has
sanctioned the allotment of
land at the rate of Rs 5,000 per
square metre for the construe-
tion of the Employees State
[nsurance Corporation Hospi-
tal in Greater Nodda. This hos-
pital is set to be built on a 29300
square metre plot in Knowledge
Park-5, Greater Noida.

“Entrepreneurs from
Greater Moida have persistently
requested the establishment of
an ESIC hospital in the area.
The hospital is expected to be
completed within three years,
with an estimated expenditure
of around Bs 550 crore. Upon
completion, it will provide

medical cilities for employ-
ees working in various com-
panies and factories in Greater
Noida and nearby regions.
Currently, the only ESIC hos-
pital in the district is located
in Sector 24, Noida,” said CEQ
NG Ravi Kumar.

Further, a resolution has
been reached regarding hous-
ing facilities for CISF personnel
stationied at Noida Airport. 812
flats constructed by the Greater
Notda Authority will be allotted
to CISE These flats are situated
in Sector Omicron One, Grealer
Moida, and are classified under
MIG and LIG categories.

“The pricing of these flats
has been finalised and com-
municated to CISE This devel-
opment will significantly ease
accommodation  concerns
forr CISF staff responsible for
security at Moida Airport. The
board has also approved this
proposal. In addition, it was
decided to allot approximately
192 flats to police, court, district
administration, and other gov-
ernment erartmrnls fior resi-
dential purposes.” the GNIDA
official informed.
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DIAL SELLS
H0% stake in joint
venture for 13 cr

NEW DELHI: Delhi air-
port operator DIAL has sold
its entire 50 per cent stake in
Delhi Aviation Services Pvt Lid
{DASPL) to Bird Flight Ser-
vices (India) Pvt Lid foraround
Rs 12.79 crore.

DASPL was given conces-
ston 1o manage the operations
of bridge-mounted equipment,
including ground power units,
pre-conditioned atr units and
supply of potable water to air-
craft at Terminal 3 of Indira
Gandhi International Airport
{IGIA) in the national capital.

DIAL has offloaded its 50
per cent stake in DASPL 1o
Bird Flight Services for a con-
sideration of Rs 12.79 crore,
according Lo a regulatory filing
on S-atugﬁa}r. J’LSEF::': I‘J[irrrlﬂmé
DASPL is currently not carry-
ing on any business operation

Bird Flight Services already
had 25 per cent stake in DASPL,

DIAL, part of GMR Air-
ports, operates the IGIA. - P
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Soon, flying schools will be graded
by DGCA for safety and operations

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

In a bid to improve transpar-
ency, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) plans to rank pilot
training schools based on
their operational perform-
ance and safety. The civil avi-
ation regulator has drawn up
parameters and weightage
would be assigned to each of
them.

Some proposed paramet-
ers include aircraft utilisa-
tion, number of accidents/in-
cidents, safety observations
and operational aspects like
fleet size and instructor to
student ratio at the school.

VIEWS INVITED
“We have discussed the pro-
posal with flying training or-
ganisations and comments
have been invited from them.
The idea is to improve trans-
parency,” said a senior gov-
ernment official.
Additionally, training
schools have been asked to
update their websites with
information on availability
of aircraft, instructors, time
taken to complete flying
training and availability of
financial assistance to enable

cadets to make an informed
choice.

Currently, there are 38
flight training schools oper-
ating at 56 locations across
the country. In 2024, DGCA
issued 1,342 commercial pi-
lot licences.

The figure includes certi-
fication of locally trained ca-
dets and licence conversion
of those trained overseas.

With airlines placing large
aircraft orders, the country
is set to require 20,000 pilots
in the near future.

Ranking of schools is one
of the steps initiated by
DGCA under Director Gen-
eral Faiz Ahmed Kidwai to
encourage more students to
take up flying training in
India.

While schools have wel-
comed the idea regarding

website updation, they are
not in favour of the ranking
system. “Why are flying
training  schools  being
singled out? The DGCA does
not rank airlines, non-sched-
uled operators or MROs,” an
owner of a flying school said.

RANKING ROW

“There are some schools
which are new and some sev-
eral years old. Naturally the
older ones have better infra-
structure. There has to be a
level playing field.

“Averages should be used
like accidents per thousand
flights instead of actual,” he
said.

The schools have sugges-
ted categorisation with a de-
sirable list of standards in-
stead of ranking and have
repeated their calls for
DGCA to speed up examina-
tionand approval processes.

Concerns have been
raised regarding a shortage
of aircraft maintenance en-
gineers and that is reducing
aircraft availability and thus
slowing down training.

“Examinations should be
conducted more often and
time taken for issuance of li-
cences should be reduced,”
an executive from a flying
training school said.
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IATA to streamline baggage operations

The International Air Transport Association (JATA) has
o et it 'II.'I-:.IH.ﬂ E;ll.ll 1l I|.|ﬁ_!-;.'||_-1-r roaddrisap Lo mioder ke
baggage operaticns,
Developed together with airlines,
P

ports and industry partners, the
= - raadrrap seeks toimprove both
GF‘JF-EII:IC"La'Ef'ﬁuEI'IC}' and traveller

%.IEI" i TR tant I'::ll travedipes
Whenthey check in a bag, they expectic
toarrive on time. And if £ doesn't, they
want Lo knew wahere 10 s, That is :|||I'||-'|||-:II:-'_|rrﬂn ent LT
podiing showing 81 per cont of travellers want better tracking,
14 per cent expect real-time updates on their motele phanes,
and 67 pear cent ang w-llllmln switch roelectronic t:?.Q.! Lags Thes
global baggage roadmap will move us closer to the automated
digital baggage seraces that vavellers want,” said Monila
Mestrikova, LATA'S Dikecior of Ground Operations

The roadmap s bullt around three pillars — haggage
Information exchange and data standardisation; tracking and
automation; and streamlining the clam process, says areleasa.
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Lufthansa jet
flies sans pilot
for 10 minutes

AP

BERLIN

A Lufthansa flight to Spain
last vear went without a
pilat for 10 minutes after the
co-pilot falnted while he was
alone in the cockpit, German
news agency dpa reported
on Saturday.

During the flight from
Frankfurt w Seville, Spain,
on Feb 7, 2024, the co-pllot
of an Alrbus A32] fainted
while the captain was in the
restroom, The sircraft,
carrying 199 passengers and
6 crew members, flew for 10
minutes without a pilot in
command of the plane, as
per the report. Although the
LUNOOISC D LS l'[]-r\.tl{“ Ilr.‘rl.'ll'—
ently operated controls
unintentionally, the aireraft
was able to continue flylng
Ina stable manner thanks to
the active autopilot. During
the period the volee recor-
der recorded strange noises
in the coclkpit that were con-
sistent with an acute health
emergency. dpa reported.

The capiain initally tried
entering the regular door
opeiing oode, which
triggers a buzzerin the cock-
pit so the co-pilot can open
the door. He did so0 5 times
without being able i enter
the cockpit. A stewardess
tried w contact the co-pllot
using the onboard phone,

Finally, the captain typed
in an emergency code that
would have allowed him to
open the door on his own
However, shortly before the
door would have opened
automatically, the co-pllot
opened it from the inside
despite being il dpa
reported

The pilor then decided w
make an unplanned land-
Ing in Madrid, where his
colleague was taken o a
hospital
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Pak extends closure of
airbase runway hit by

India strikes till June 6

e Airbase runway

not be available all 4:55 am

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 18

PAKTSTAN HAS exctended the do-
sure of the only runway at its
Rt Yar Khanairbase — which
wals damaged by India smilitary
strikes on May 10 — ull the
mombrg of june &

0On the day ol the airstrike,

the Palastan Civil Awation
Aurthon ty had issued a notice to
airmen (NOTAM), saying that
the runwiay would be unavail-
ahle for Mght operations for J
week— 1l 4:59 am Pakistan
i [ 5:.29 am 15T on May 18,
Howesver, acco i ng toa new
MNOTAM that has replaced the
revious notce, the nirmvay will
COMTINUEDONPAGE2

Pakistantime onJune6. This indi-
cates that the repairs needed after
India's preasion strikes may be tak-
ing longer than earlieranticipated.

Like the previous NOTAM,
the new noticealsosays that the
closure is due to “work in
progress”, without going into
specifics.

Rahim Yar Khan, which is in
the southern part of Pakistan's
Punjab province and faces the
Rajasthan frontier, has a dual-
purpose airport —itis hometoa
forward operational base of the
Pakistan Air Force (PAF) Central
Air Command and the Sheikh
Zayed International Airport.

Satellite images released by
the Indian Armed Forces in the
days thatfollowed the airstrikes
showed a large and deep crater
in the middle of the runway.
Satellite imagery also showed
extensive damage to a building
atthe airbase,

"RWY NOT AVBL FOR FLT
OPS DUE WIP" stated the latest
NOTAM. The earlier notice was
also similarly worded.

Accordingto the International
Civil Awviation Organization
(ICAD), "WIF'in a NOTAM refers
to“work in progress”. As per the
us Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), ‘WIP' de-
scribes any work being done on
theairport surface. Given that the
NOTAM spedfically mentions the
runwayat theairbase, it indicates
that theworkin progressisonthe
runway itself.

The airbase's sole runway —
Runway 01/19 — has a bitumi-
noussurface andis 3 000 metres
or 9,843 feetinlength, according
to airport data available on
Flightradar24.

The airbase was among the
six Pakistani military targets hit
in precisionstrikes by the Indian
Armed Forces on May 10, amid
four days of fierce confrontation
that followed the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack in which 26 people
were killed on April 22

$Thelndian)
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AC FAILS ON AIR INDIA
DELHI-PATNA FLIGHT

SLALITHA o Wew Dui

1M the scorching Delhi heat
more than 250 passengers on
Alr India Night Al 2521 from
Dedhi to Pama endured an anx-
jous walt on Sunday evenlng
when the alreralt's alr<ond]
tioning failed Travellers re
mained sented for ove ran houar
before being asked to disem
bark; they finally departedon a
replacement alreraflt three
hours armd 55 minuies later

A souree confirmed the inci-
dent on Sunday and told this
newspaper, “All passengers
wire made 1o disembark and
sent by an aliernabe alreraf
due to the AC issue.” Scheduled
o leme Terminal 3 of IGI Alr-
port at 445 pom, on May 1§, the
Might eventually took off at
B:35k pm. Accordlng to
Might-tracking website
FlightAware com. it landed in
Fatna ot 10:14 pm instemd of the
planned 8225 pm

A video shot by a perspiring
passenper. shared W journalist
Sukesh Ranjan on social me
dia, showed uneomfortable Oy
ers fanning themselves with
boamling passes and brochures

There are children on board.
People are suffering. There 1s
i o o help us out,” the pas-
senger savs in the M-second
dlip Responding o the past an
X Adr India wrote: "Please be
assured that we highly value
the comilort and safety of onr
customers, and this mat e will
b thorougghly reviewed,

Additionally, our team has
been notified to provide any
micessary nssistance.” A simi
lar Ineident ol ]_'|L"In~ or M iy

11 aboard Alr India Express
Might X 1128 from Dwelhl to
Bhubansswar, where a vides
showed passengers removing
their shirts for relief. The alr
line explained that AC often
Srels loss effeetive during oand
Img bast becomes folly fimetion
al after take-of f
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No pilot for 10 minutes
during Lufthansa flight

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Berlin

10 minutes after the co-pilot fainted while he was alone
in the cockpit, German news agency dpa reported on
Saturday.

During the flight from Frankfurt to Seville, Spain, on February
17, 2024, the co-pilot of an Airbus A321 fainted while the cap-
tain was in the restroom, dpa reported, referring to a report by
the Spanish accident investigation authority CIAIAC.

The aircraft, which was carrying 199 LEa.s-s\f:ngc—rs and six crew
members, flew for around 10 minutes without a pilot in command
of the plane, according to the report.

Lufthansa told dpa that it was aware of the investigation report
and that its own flight safety department had also conducted an
investigation. The company didn't disclose its results, dpa said.

Although the unconscious co-pilot apparently operated con-
trols unintentionally, the aircraft was able to continue flying in
a stable manner thanks to the active autopilot. During this time
period, the voice recorder recorded strange noises in the cock-
pit that were consistent with an acute health emergency, dpa report-
ed.

The captain initially tried entering the regular door opening
code, which triggers a buzzer in the cockpit so that the co-pilot
can open the door. He did so five times without being able to enter
the cockpit. A stewardess tried to contact the co-pilot using the
onboard telephone.

Finally, the captain typed in an emergency code that would have
allowed him to open the door on his own. However, shortly before
the door would have opened automatically, the co-pilot opened
it from the inside despite being ill, dpa reported.

ﬁ Lufthansa flight to Spain last year went without a pilot for
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DGCA tells flying schools
to maintain updated sites

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aspiring com-
mercial pilots in India will
now be able to make an in-
formed choice for a flving
training organisation (FTO)
to learn the ropes.

In a major reform, Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion(DGCA)on Friday direct-
ed all flying schools in coun-
try to “maintain a dedicated
wehsite” with updated infor-
mation on several parame-
ters. These include, among
other things, minimum and
maximum time taken to com-
plete 200 hours of flying;
number of aireraft, instruc-
tors, designated examiners,
availability of ground school
and simulators.

Apart from clearing
DGCA exams and medical
tests, completing 200 flying
hours is a kKey requirement
toearn a commercial pilot li-
cence (CPL) in India. Howev-

er, the long time it usually
takes to do so due to multiple
factors like availability of
planes and instructors —
apart from other concerns
like safety and quality of
training at many schools —
sends a large number of as-
piring Indians pilots abroad
every vear for CPLtraining.

As reported by TOI on
March 23, 2025, DGCA chief
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai decided
to bring in transparency on
FTOs. He sought to do so by
requiring them to put infor-
mation in public domain,
based on which students
choose them. The aim is to
make them competitive, safer
and student-friendly. Setting
that plan in motion, DGCA
wrote to all flying schools in
country Friday “FTOs ad-
vised to maintain a dedicated
wehbsite... it must be updated
regularly. Specified informa-
tion must be prominently dis-
played and kept current,”
DGCA's letter states.
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