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FIGHTER JET
INCIDENT AT
PUNE AIRPORT
DISRUPTS OPS

Dheeraj Bengrut
diveraj bengaut@htlive com

PUNE: Flight operations at the
Pune alrport were suspended
late Friday night following an
Incident involving an Indian Alr
Force (IAF) fighter aircraft,
befieved to have crash-landed on
the runway. The disruption
began around 1115 pm, with
arrivals and departures halted
for ower 30 minutes, leading o
multiple diversions and delays.

Confirming the development,
Pune airport director Santosh
Dhoke said a technical issue—
possibly involving a fighter jet—
had led to the suspension. "Yes,
there appears to be a technical
problem, possibly linked o a
fighter aircraft. Operations have
been emporarily suspended and
the runway has been closed
since around 11:15 pm. At
present, we cannot sayv when
operations will resume,” he said.

In a statement on X, the IAF
said: "Pune runway s tempora-
rily unavailable due to an inci-
dent involving an 1AF aircraft
The crew are safe and there is no
damage to civil property. Efforts
are underway to operationalise
the rumway and resume normal
operations at the earliest.”

Due to the closure, several
Intound flights were diverted to
nearby alrports, including Mum-
bai, Surat and Goa's Mopa air-
port, while others were delayed
or rerouted.

Minister of state for civil avia-
tion and Pune MP Murlidhar
Maohol said in a post on X, “Run-
way operations at Pune airport
are temporarily suspended due
to an incident involving an IAF
aircraft. Thankfully, the aircrew
are safe and there has been no
damage to civil property. Alr-
lines have been informed, and it
may take approximately five
hoairs to restore normal runway
operations.”

Aviation expert Dhairvashil
Vandekar said the incident high-
lighted the limitations of Pune’s
single-runway, dual-use airport
“Flights already in the air have to
hold or divert to nearby alrports,
Increasing fuel bum and causing
cascading delays across airline
networks. On the ground, tightdy
planned aircraft rotations are
disrupted, leading to delays,
missed connections. uncertainty
and overcrowding,” he said.
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New terminal boosts
airport's domestic grid

Terminal 2 of Lokapriya Gopinath
Bondoloi Intemational Airport in
Buwahati has strengthened the
dirport's domestic network. The
operations at T2 commenced on
February 22, marking a new phase of
enhanced passenger comfort and
operational efficiency. Airlines such
as Spicelet. Alliance Air, Alr india
Express, Air India and Akasa Air have
transitioned to T2 indibo and
international flights continue to
operate from T1and will shiftina
phased manner. "T2 enhances the
airport’s annual handling capacity to
131 million passengers, reinfomring
Buwahati's role as the primary
aviation gateway to the Northeast."
dirport authorities said
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Man wanted for ISIS links
arrested at Delhi airport

Pathikrit.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: The UP Police
and the anti-terrorist squad
(ATS) Saturday arrested a
man wanted for links with a
suspected 1SIS-linked mod-
ulefrom Delhi airport.

Maijul, from Bijnor, was
detained by airport author-
ities upon his arrival from
South Africa and handed
over to the local police before
being arrested by UP Police.

“A lookout circular (LOC)
had been issued by the ATS
against Maijul and his asso-
ciates Agib and Azad, who
are said to be in Saudi Ara-
bia,” said ADG (law & order),
Amitabh Yash.

The case stems from a
video that surfaced on social
media on Nov 23, 2025, show-
ing youths allegedly display-
ingfirearmsduringan Insta-
gram Live session. The vid-
eo, reportedly uploaded from
an account operated by Mai-
jul, featured Agib brandish-

ing weapons and delivering
provocati\-'e content.

An FIR was lodged at
Nangal police station in
Lucknow against Maijul,
Aqib, Azad, Owaid
Malik and others.

Two accused, Owaid Ma-
lik and Jalal Haider alias Sa-
meer Jafri, were earlier ar-
rested by Bijnor police, while
another accused, Sameer
alias Ruhan, was held on
April 15 for alleged links with
the group through Telegram.

Investigators said digital
evidence found on his phone
indicated involvement in ac-
tivities considered against
national security. According
to Yash, crucial leads in the
case emerged during the in-
terrogation of Owaid Malik

The ATS, in an operation
on April 3, had arrested four
suspects for allegedly plan-
ning attacks on railway in-
frastructure and conducting
reconnaissance of key
installations across multiple
cities,
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Air India pilot
sent back from
US for possessing
marijuana

NEW DELHI, PTI: An Air
India pilot, travelling as a
passenger on a flight from
the national capital to San
Francisco, was allegedly
found in possession of mar-
ijjuana and was sent back hy
theUSauthorities thisweek,
according to sources,

“One of our crew mem-
bers travelling from Delhi
to San Francisco on April
14, for positioning to oper-
ate a subsequent flight, was
found to be inadmissible as
per local laws and has been
sentbackto India,”anairline
spokesperson said.



Newweddmg edict: Band, bajaa,baraat & Bombardier

® Private jet use
rising as wedding
budgets touch sky

VAISHALI DAR
Mew Delhi, February 21

IN INDIA'S EVER -expanding
wedding economy, estimated
at over 575 billion, luxuryhas
long been the norm. Private
wedding charters are now
becoming the newest status
symbol for ultra-elite families
planning destination wed-

AN

WA fa=aes wifsresso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FINANCIAL EPXPRESS

dings in India.

The recent Mantena and
Vamsi Gadiraju wedding in
Udaipur, with an estimated
600 guestsfrom over40 coun-
tries,sawmanyflownin on spe-
ciallyarranged private charters.
The Ambani family in 2024
also chartered a fleet of over
100 private planes for theirson
Anant Ambani's wedding.

The Indian Air Charter Ser-
vices Market report from Mar-
ket Research Future projects
the aircharter-services market
iz projected to grow from
$3348 million in 2025 to
$5891 million by 2035,

FINANCIAL EXPRESS Sun: 22 February 2026

READ TO LEAD

WEDDING WINGS

= Operators reporta 25% year-
on-year rise in bookings

= Key demand from Udaipur,
Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Agra, Goa
and Lakshadweep
m Chartersare being used for
helicopter entries, flying in guest
lists & in-air proposals

DELHI

exhibiting a CAGR of 5.81%
during the forecast period
2025-2035.

Luxury operators feel wed-

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79223475

19 APRIL 2026

dings have emerged as one of
the fastest-growing contribu-
tors, driven by both HNIsand
aspirational consumers willing

to splurge for a once-in-a-lite-
time event.

Asper Kotak Private Luxury
Index released in December,

India's luxury market head s INDWNWEDDNGS HAVEnaw
gone from band baaja bamat to

toward an estimated $85 bil- kecing, ombardier, and eli
I.iUl.l b}" EDED. telicoptens,” skl Sharm.

The big demamd pockets
H 3 2 come from  Lklaipur, Agra,
Private jet operator owner Salpur;nisairner; G 2 ek
Santosh Sharma, founder and shadweeg for services ke el
. N ' ter =nt ) ]
chief executive officer of Fore- poais, with the mpending

see Aviation and BookMylet, o i et et

confirmed that the company bewem t1.5kkhand? Slak,
private jets mnge from €15

has already completed eight lasots takiper o respec:

i & Feely, and
weddingchartersthisyearand p,o) T with decor and

expects 10-12 movements, catering cost £3 lakhio €10

lakhior 1-2 bours, "For many

with fouralreadyconfirmed in affen fimiies its no longer

B abmrt Fhying just the bride and
the coming months. e Entiee priest st s stk

“The demand in 2025 wag = 20 t=2 150 pecple, ar

bwing ferried across clities on

almost 25% higher than the multipe dares”sid shama.
i Ly et plidie dpei-
previous year. tomslike Rafan Mehra, CECL Club

Ome glrwhn had deployed 10

15 jurts for the Mantena wedding

in Uiaipur, said that thereis a

niche demand for 10-15

seators, "For a weddmg, over
g o, FE| epreten laperplanes
,!' ﬁhﬁﬁ%gput}-m}ﬁ}rmm
o bnat thiere are cn r!. a hardful

! of families who apt for 1415
sty s, Thals chumbs of Pusiness,
however, B promising. With

such  high-profile weddings
happening at least onde every

year, we are hopeful of great
weckding husinesyinthe futem”

Mehg told FE
The 2025 wedding report
by Wed AbeGood sugpests over

Continued on Page 2

Band, bajaa, baraat
& Bombardier

0% of weddings are esti-
mated forover¥ looreand ae
desvination weddmngs " Wed
allwip g aite Tetivining Frione eage-
rientialand theexperienceof a
privatechaneredflight sipnaks
the ultimate stalus smbol
whilealferimg privacy, s well as
fiexihility of departure times,”
sl Mrhak Shahand, on
lounder ol WiadMeGood

Travel portal EaseMyTop
affersexperiential in flight ser
vices, but nnlyon a customisod,
k- sl bashs w it e lendk
onzir'and other curated expen
enioes, They have seem 10 15959
thse tls year, while an overall
destimation wedding mariked
has grown aroond M- 25%.
*Thiz rise &2 an encouraging
inore Lo ands privale ancrall
for group travel. Families ook
for trawel pptions that refleo
exchastyvity and comfort during
dlestinaton cedetvil ons. Dedi-
cated terminals and person
alsed cnbnard serviees add o
Lhe appeal crenbing an experi
ence thatfeelyintimate and veell
managed. These fratures are
tuming prvate charters inkn a
iinack of it liction, sakd Bk
Pattie, CEO & co-founder of
I-'a'-'.r!'ﬂ'.l‘l'rlp Founderand 80
Kanila Teiorivalofprivate char
Lt conpaiy et el Go said wed
dmg-relyied charters remain a
verysmiall porthan of the private
aviation market However, sl
year, letSeteo fiew meer 35 fiy
ing hours of wedding related
movements, pely due in
Lhe wedding in the Ambani
family dede
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Passengers deplaned, sent to Delhi
by bus after ﬂlghts diverted to Jaipur

RAJESH ASHANI @ Jaipur

UNFAVOURABLE weather con-
ditions and reduced visibility
in Delhi caused major disrup-
tions to flight operations on
Friday night, leading to the di-
version of 25 flights to Jaipur
Amid diversions, duty hours
for pilots of four flights expired
as Flight Duty Time Limitation
(FDTL) rules prohibit flying be-
yond prescribed limit. Asa re-
sult, these flights remained in
Jaipur and passengers from
twoof them were deplaned and
transported to Delhi by bus,
airport officials said.

As adverse conditions per-
sisted in the national capital,
six more flights, two interna-
tional and four domestic, were
diverted later in the night.
These included flights from
destinations such as Kuala
Lumpur, Colombo, New York,
Fujairah, and Dubai.

Ajrport sources said Jaipur

On declaring ‘emeargency’

An airport offidal said, “When a
flight runs low on fuel, declaring
an emergency is standard
protocol to ensure priority
handling and preparedness for
any situation.”

serves as one of north India's
key diversion hubs during
weather-related disruptions.
“In bad weather, airports across
the NCR are severely affected.
In such situations, Jaipur be-
comes a viable alter native,” an
official said. The diversion of
flights increased air traffic and

kept the airport busy till late
into the night, the official said.

Responding to questions on
the sudden influx of flights, the
official added, “We anticipate
such seenarios. As an interna-
tional airport, we have the ca-
pacity to manage increased
traffic." On the return to nor-
malcy, he said, “Weather condi-
tions began improving late in
the night. Flights were subse-
guently dispatched to Delhi,
and by morning, operations
had normalised.”

In a separate incident, a full
emergency was declared at
Jaipur airport for an AirAsia
international flight, D7-182. Un-
able to land in Delhi due to low
visibility, the aircraft remained
in a prolonged holding pattern
over the capital. As fuel levels
dropped, the flight was diverted
to Jaipur as a precaution. The
aircraft landed safely at around
11:15 pm. It later departed for
Delhi at approximately 3 am.
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