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AAl seeks ‘phased demolition’

DEERAK FATEL
Mew Delhi, 18 April

Government-run  Alrports
Authority of India (AATL has
opposed Mumbal Interna-
tional Adrport  Limited's
(MIALS) plan o demoliah the
entire Terminal I (T1) in one
go and wants the demolition
to be carried our in a
“phased” mannes, Business
Standierd has leamt.

Moreover, the ghobal alr-
lines bady, the International
Alr Transport Associathon
{1ATA), has said that MIAL has
not consuited airlines or pro-
vided sufficlent information
about T1's redevelopment so
that flight disruptions could
be minimized. Major Indian
carrlers such a3 IndiGao, Alr
India, amd Splcaler are
members of the IATA.

Mavi Mumbal Intemational
Alrport (NMIAL), which is
uilding the MNavi Mol ajr-
port, B8 shared m begin
commercial operations In
June. NMIAL is a subsldisey of
Audani Group-led MIAL

Last month, the Alrports
Economic Regulatory
Authority of India {AERA]
sald the demadition of T1 was
"necessary” for public safety.
This came after a site visitand
an IIT Bombay andit that
revealed corrosion, seepage,
and cracks in the structare.

However, the guestion
remalns an whether the dem-
odition should be done in one
g0 or in phases o minimise
flight dismuption.

MIAL did mot respond to
Harsiness Standand’s request

of Mumbai airport Terminal 1

M bai airport’s T1 wonld be demolishied in Octobser this year

and it

is expected by September 2025

DG(A orders IE
death at Delhi

robe into pilot's
i airport

The Directorate General of (vl Aviation {DGCAY has ordered a
detailed investigation inta the death of an Air india Express
pdlot, whio died of a cardiac amest atthe Dedhi airport shorty
after flying in from Srinagar on Apdl 9. According tothe
regulator's order dated Aprll 17, the investigation will
examine whether the crew reported amy sichness to Alr
Traffic Control {ATC) while airbome, if so, whether ATC
responded appropriately. The probe will assess the medical
history of the deceased pliotand determine if adequate
pecutions were taken during nostering. itwill further
evaluate whethar any additional medical chedis are
necessary for pilots with known health rshs.  EERRK PATEL

for astatement on this mattes.

Mumbal alrport currently
has two termingls — T1 and
T2 — with an annual pas-
senger handling capacity of 15
and 40 milllon, respectively.
Mumbal Afrport’s T1 compris-
e4 three buifdings — T1A_TIB,
and TIC.

Last month, MIAL said T1
would be demolbished in
October this year and lis
reconstructhon is expected by
Seprember 2028

During the reconstruction
phase, about 5 million pas-
sengers of T1 would be shifted
1o T2, while the remalning 10
mtillkon would be shifted to
Mavi Mumbal alrport opens.

This phased approach
could heip manage costs and
respand o changing demand.

Flowever, MIAL sald that
due m space limitarlons and
the shape of the available
land, modular construction |s
not posaible.
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MTC buses likely to
enter city airport soon

Ram Sundaram &
Venkadesan 5| ruu

Chennai: Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(MTC) buses may soon be
allowed to enter Chennai
International Airport to
pick up and drop off pas-
sengers, in a long-awaited
move that could end years
of inconvenience faced by
flyers. Currently, people
walk nearly 1km to reach
GST Road to access buses,
often dragging heavy bag-
gage under trving weather
conditions.

Responding to moun-
ting pressure from commu-
ters, lawmakers, and city
planners, MTC managing
director T Prabhushankar
confirmed that the de-
mand was taken seriously,
“We have taken cognisance
of the genuinedemand and
willaddressitby providing
access to passengers as clo-
se to the airport as possib-
le,” he said.

Once clearance is recei-
ved from the civil aviation
ministry, the transport
corporation planstoopera-
tebusescomnecting theair-
port with Kilambakkam
Bus Terminus near Vanda-
lur and Tambaram. Pre-
sently, MTC operates limi-

Fllg Photo

RELIEF: Now people wal nearly 1km to reach GST Road to

access buses

ted-capacity metro feeder
serviees (small buses) on
routes S69, to Kundrathur,
and on 5100, to Tambaram
East, together accommo-
dating around 80 passeng-
erspertrip.

Airports Authority of
India (AAI) officials said
they are open to allowing
MTC buses on to the air-
port premises if formally
approached, though opera-
tional constraints such as
space for turning or par-
king buses for starting
fresh trips still need to be
resolved.

Congress MP Sudha R,
who had raised the issue
earlier with civil aviation

minister K Ram Mohan Na-
idu, said the lack of public
transport options was for-
cing passengers to rely on
expensive cab service
“This has long been a de-
mand. Just like Chennai
Central station, where bu-
ses and autos operate insi-
de, Chennai Airport too
should allow affordable
transport to enter,” she sa-
id.

Sudha's letter recom-
mended that the airport
authorities provide at least
one designated bus bay
withashelter, arguing that
it would significantly cut
travel costs for incoming
and outgoing passengers.
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Airports Want Govt to Let Int’
Carriers Spread Their Wings

Global airlines keen to gain from int'l travellers in India, say protectionist steps hurting progress

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Indian airports are
pushing the government to shed
its protectionist stance and grant
flving rights to foreign airlines as
they are eager to gain from an in-
crease in international travellers.

“Intoday’s increasingly complex
economic landscape, we need the
continuous support of govern-
ments to further liberalise air
transportation and streamline vi-
sa policies across region. These
are proven drivers of economic
development. In contrast, protec-
tionist measures ultimately hin-
der progress and limit opportuni-
ty,” Stefano Baronci, director ge-
neral of lobby group Airports Co-
uncilInternational Asia-Pacific &
Middle East.

International flying rights are al-
located on a bilateral reciprocal ba-
s1s. Since assuming power in 2014,
successive governments led by Na-
rendra Modi have taken a hawkish
stance over extending flying rights
to international airlines, primari-
ly those from the Middle East.

This, the government said, was to
protect Indian airlines and to con-

Sky'’s the Limit 4

Govt has always taken a hawkish stance on extending
flving rights to int'l airlines to protect Indian airlines

A

h(jﬂ‘mi’r’"

In 2016, govt said AN IGER LT

unless utilisation
from Indian side
reaches 80%,
add'l flying rights
will not

be granted

vert airports into transit hubs like
Dubai, Changi. In 2016, India in its
national civil aviation policy fram-
ed the guidelines saying that un-
less the utilisation from the Indian
side reaches 80%, additional flying
rights will not be granted.
“Increasing access and options
for passengers are crucial aspects
of transforming Indian airports
into global hubs and that should
not just depend on when Indian
airlines are ready to compete. The
government 1s mindful of this as
they are very open to sugges-
tions,” SGK Kishore, executive di-
rector (South) at GMR Airports
sald. GMR owns Delhi, Hydera-

severely curtailed due
to govt stance

Increasing access & options

for flyers are crucial for
transforming airports: Experts

bad and the second airport in Goa.

Paul Griffiths, CEO of Dubai
Airport added that India has be-
come the largest source market
for the airport but growth is be-
ing severely curtailed due to the
government’s stance of not in-
creasing flyving rights to Dubai's
airlines like Emirates and Fly-
dubai.

*“The problem is when you try to
protect something, I would argue
you cause more damage to the eco-
nomy. Other countries have at-
tempted this like Canada, where
they have tried to restrict the ca-
pacity, and that led to consumers
end up paving significantly hig-

her prices,” Griffiths said inan in-
terview with ET.

“The right way round is to con-
centrate on making the airlines. It
would be beneficial for India’s eco-
nomy and passengers if they libe-
ralise access between India and
UAE,"” he said.

The issue of international fly-
ing rights has become a flash po-
int among airlines too. Air India
CEO Campbell Wilson has called
for limiting market access for fo-
reigncarriers.

“Indian carriers have recently
ordered more than 1,000 aircraft.
We have an appetite for more,”
Wilson said.
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India’s airport expansion
plans require revised seat
pacts: Dubai Airport CEO

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The development of air-
port infrastructure in India
and fulfilling the country’s
ambitions to grow them in-
to hubs that can transfer
passengers from different
connecting points must be
supported by a revision in
seat capacities permitted
between two countries,
said Dubai Airport CEO
Paul Grifhths.

“The development of
airport infrastructure in In-
dia is obviously going to be
welcomed because there
will be many more points
where it will be possible to
have direct service to the
UAE, particularly to Du-
bai. Of course, the bilater-
als will need some revi-
sions to be able to make
the points possible,” he
told The Hindu on the side
lines of a Airports Council
International event.

He was addressing a
question on the Centre’s ef-
forts to develop Indian air-
ports as hubs to reduce
traffic leakage to major in-
ternational airports.

The Centre plans to take
up 50 airport development
projects in the next five
years. These include new
airports, as well as expan-
sion of existing ones.

Additional seats

The UAE has been pushing
for an additional 50,000
weekly seats for Dubai in
the bilateral air service
agreement. It currently al-
lows 66,000 seats a week
between the UAE and In-
dia, a quota fully utilised
by airlines of both sides.
The proposal includes a 4:1
seat allocation formula, al-
lowing Indian carriers to
operate four additional
seats for every extra seat

Small is good: Evolution of aircraft technology allows smaller
planes to connect remote airports cost-effectively, says Griffiths. AP

Indian government
plans to take up 50
airport development
projects in the

next five vears

granted to UAE air-
lines. This ratio would gra-
dually shift to 3:1, 2:1, and
eventually 1:1 over a speci-
fied period, phasing in the
changes systematically.

Smaller aircraft

Mr. Grifhth is also of the
opinion that the world is
moving away from a hub
approach for developing
airports as the evolution of
aircraft technology allows
smaller aircraft to connect
remote airports in a cost-
effective manner.

This, he said, will mean
that in the years to come
the number of aircraft with
very large capacities will
be fewer compared with
the number of smaller air-
craft capable of flying long
distances.

The UAE’s second air-
port - Dubai World Central
(DWC), or Al Maktoum In-
ternational Airport, will re-
place Dubai International
Airport (DXB) as its main
hub by the mid-2030s. A

$35 billion expansion, ap-
proved in April 2024, tar-
gets 260 million passen-
gers annually by 2050 with
five runways, 400 gates,
and eight concourses.
When it opens after phase
one of expansion in 2027, it
will have three runways,
nearly 120 gates, and a 150
million passenger capacity.

Theme-based terminals
Mr. Griffiths said DWC
could have different termi-
nals based on country
themes such as an India or
America. This would entail
one terminal for airlines
with same destinations.

So an Indian theme termi-
nal “would not mean only
Indian airlines, but it will
cluster flights [of different
airlines] in the most effec-
tive ways, so the tracks are
optimised, as we would
want to minimise walking
distances.” Similarly, there
could be Europe and Aus-
tralasia terminals.

In 2024, Dubai Interna-
tional Airport, the world’s
busiest travel hub, logged
92 million passengers of
which 12 million travelled
to India. 55% of airport us-
ers visited Dubai as a final
destination while 45% used
it as a connecting hub.
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Delhi Airport: Air
traffic flow mgmt
measures in place

To prevent possible flight delavs

MNEW DELHI: The current
weather conditions and distur-
bances due to easterly winds
are likely to canse issues during
landing and departure of flights
at the Delhi airport, with the
authorities putting in place air
traffic flow management mea-
sures o prevent possible delays,

Also, the temporary clo-
sure of rumway W 10/28 at the
Indira Gandhi International
Airpart (IGLA) has resulted
in reduced flight arrival
capacity at the airport on
an hourly basis.

IGLA, operated by the Delhi
International Airport Ltd
{DIAL), is the count
and busiest airport, erh‘.:IIE;S
around 1,300 flight movements
daily. “Due to shifting wind
patterns in the vicinity of the
airport, certain airline opera-
tions may experience delays.

“Air Trathc Flow Manage-
ment measures for flight arriv-
als will be implemented from

1630 15T tll 203015T toda:;lz
ATC authorities to ensure
operations, in accordance with
international and regulatory
protocols, keeping passenger
safiety as the highest pricrity
DAL said in a post on X on
Friday afternoon_ Similar advi-
sories were issued by the air-
port operator earlier in the day
and on Thursday.

A senior Air Trathc Con-
troller (ATC) explained that
Air Traffic Flow Management
{ATFM) measures are gener-
ally implemented to ensure that
there is no delay for aircraft
before landing at an airport.

Delhi airport’s RW 10428 is
temporarily closed for mainte-
nance, reducing arrival capac-
ity to 31-32 aircraft per hour,
down from 45. Despite distur-
bances from easterly winds, all
other operations across termi-
nals and runways continue nor-
mally. Maintenance is expected
to finish by September.  A6ENOE
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Counterfeit visa racket
busted at Delhi Airport

NEW DELHI: The I(G] Air-
port Police have arrested a
36-year-old agent for facilitat-
ing a forged Sduengr_n visaon a
SETIZET S rt, followin
EI: dcganmpuafan Indmﬁ
national from the United Seates.
Maresh Kumar, son of
Dhrampal and a resident of
Matoulli, Patiala {Punjah), was
apprehended after an inves-
tigation into the deportation
of Gursahib Singh (39), who
arrived at IGI Airport as a
deportee on the night of Apri
-:P; Immi: mliul?:h nfﬁcﬂ
discovered glue marks and a
missing visa page on Singh's
passport, indicating tamper-
ing A case was registered at

IGI Ai Police Station on
.-'|L|:lril Emr the BNS and the
rt Act Singh, who had
in Singapore for sev-
cr.']J years, admitted to ]:I'E'I."
ing 20 lakh rupees to an a
named Gurdev Singh alias
“Gurri” to reach the USA ille-
gally. His route included the
UK. Spain, Goatemala, Mexico,
and Tijuana, where a forged
Schengen visa was added.
Maresh Kumars bank
account had received Rs 3
lakh, leading to his arrest.
He confessed o being part of
the illegal immigration net-
work_ Efforts o apprehend the
absconding agent and associ-
ates remain underway.  WHST
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DGCA orders probe
into pilot’s death at IGI
just after operating
flight from Srinagar

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA) has ordered a tho-
rough investigation into the death of
AirIndia Expressfirstofficer Armaan
at IGIA last Wednesday, just after safely
operating a flight from Srinagar.
DGCA chief Faiz Ahmed Kidwai has
formed a two-member panel to examine
Armaan’s medical history, whether he
received timely aid, and the prepared-
ness of the IGIA medical centre. The pa-
nel is expected to “prefe-
rably” submit its report
within six months. The
govt is also reviewing
whether current guide-
lines need revision.
“(Did) the crew re-
port (Armaan’s) sick-
ness to air traffic control (ATC) while in
airandif so,did ATC initiate action appro-
priately; whether due precaution was ta-
ken during rostering of such crew who
has flying restriction due to medical rea-
sons; (are there) any specific medical
checks required for such pilots to undergo
before undertaking the flights,” Kidwai's
order states. The late captain reportedly
had amedical restriction on hislicence. Al
Express says the pilot was operating “as
per DGCA rules regarding such cases.”
Investigators will also assess “if the
remaining crew acted promptly when Ar-
maan reported feeling unwell” and “time
taken to move Armaan to the airport’s
medical centre and then to a hospital”,
The panel includes DGCA deputy direc-
tor (air safety) Vishal Yadav as investiga-
tor-in-charge and Group Captain Murta-
za, a subject matter expert, asamember.
First officer Armaan, 35, suffered a
“sudden cardiac arrest” while operating
flight IX-1153 from Srinagar on April 9.
Aftersafelylanding in Delhi, he vomitted
In the lavatory and collapsed in the for-
ward galley. He was taken to the airport
medical centre by cabin crew and ground
staff. Later, he was taken to a private ho-
spital in Vasant Kunj but could not be sa-
ved. He had joined Al Express in 2023
from SpiceJet and had flown under 12 ho-
urs in the last seven days, it is learnt.
Following his death, the Airline Pi-
lots’ Association of India, which repre-
sents over 800 pilots of various Indian
carriers, issued a statement that sought
transparent rules prioritising pilot rest,
humane scheduling practices, and ro-
bust mental health support systems.
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Fire drill
conducted at
city airport

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: The city air-
port conducted a hot
fire drill as part of the
Fire Service Week, be-
ingobserved from April
14 to 20. The drill as-
sessed the readiness
and coordination of
firefightersandfirstre
sponders at Chennai
airport in a simulated
emergency scenario.
Chennal airport au
thorities have planned
a series of awareness
sessions and practical
demonstrations for
AAI officials, contract
staff, and stakeholders,
focused on familiariz-
ing them with different
classes of fire and pro-
viding hands-on train-
ing in the use of fire ex-

tinguishers placed
across the terminals,
enhancing overall

readiness for emergen-
cy sitnations.
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Trujet seeks Centre’s nod
to restart operations

——
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Over three years after shut-
ting operations, regional air-
line TruJet (erstwhile Turbo
Megha Airways) has sought
the Centre’s nod to restart
operations, industry sources
told businessline.

TruJet was a regional low-
cost airline, which operated
from 2015 to 2022 and was
shut down following a finan-
cial crisis sparked by the
Covid pandemic. It was
based out of the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport in Hy-
derabad.

The airline initially re-
ceived approval to operate
‘Scheduled Air Transport
(Regional) Services’ from
the Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) in 2014,

According to sources, the
airline has applied for the re-
newal of the no objection
certificate (NOC) from
MoCA and has made repres-
entations to the Ministry of-
ficials about its plans.

“The Ministry’s NOC is
expected to be granted soon,
after which the airline would

The airline plans
to start with a
few turboprop
aircraft from
Hyderabad by
Aug-Sept, and
participate in the
UDAN scheme

be required to renew its air
operators permit (AoP) from
the DGCA,” sources told
businessline.

“The AoP renewal is ex-
pected to take up to 180
days.”

SECURITY CLEARANCE
Besides, to begin operations,
TruJet would require secur-
ity clearance of its key per-
sonnel, including the board
of directors.

However, sources said the
airline has proposed to re-
start operations with a few
ATR turboprop aircraft from
Hyderabad by  August-
September 2025.

Further, the airline plans
to participate in the Centre’s
regional connectivity UDAN

scheme. Apart from ATRs,
TruJet plans to induct nar-
row-body aircraft to enlarge
its domestic network.

“Though the plan is in ini-
tial stages, the airline plans
to purchase some second
hand Airbus A320 aircraft
from markets in Africa and
other places,” sources said.
“These narrow-body aircraft
will be based out of
Vishakhapatnam airport.”

The plan to introduce nar-
row-body aircraft is expec-
ted to be put into action by
the end of this vear or early
2026.

Additionally, sources said
that the airline representat-
ives claimed to have “solid”
financial backing from a set
of new investors.

INITIAL INVESTMENT
“For the ATR operations
with five aircraft, the airline
plans to initially invest about
%100 crore and hire some
600 people,” sources said,
adding that the industry had
lately attracted players due
to its high growth rate; how-
ever, heavy taxation still
hinders many from entering
the industry.
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Flying commutes: Air taxis set for takeoft

magine a future whene busy commuters soar above
congested roads in sleel:, electric-powered air taxis,
reaching thedir destinations in minuwtes rather than
hours. From Gumigram to Connaught Plaoe, and from
Mumbai Afrport to Nariman Point. a new dimension
of urban transport is set to unfold as electric-Vertical-
Take-oft-and-Landing (e TOLs] aircratt, also known
as gir taxis, prepane to transform city travel.
According to the Directorate General of Civil
Ayiation (DGCA] VTOLs are defined as aircraft pow-
emd by unconventional energy sources, with a max-
imum takeoff weight of less than 5,700 kg, operated
by a pilot, and restricted to daytime
operations under visual fight niles.
Such eVTOLs look like large
drones and evoke images of floating
bubbles. Unlike conventional air-
craft that require mnways, they can
take off and land vertically, making
them well-suited for dense urban
environments where space is limit-
ed. These aircralt use electric
propulsion, making them guicter
and more environment-friendly
than traditional helicopters.

INFRATALK

mitted, and in September 2024, the DGCA issued
comprehensive guidelines on its website, which are
publicly accessible. However, no operaticnal licenses
have been issued to date.

Along with the DGCA, the Indian private sector
i= already actively engaged with this techoology,
The UT Madras-incubated ePlane Company has
made history by becoming the frst private Indian
firm tosecure Type Certification approval from the
DGCA forits eVTOL aircralt, the e2000.

Similarly, InterGlobe Enterprises, the parent com-
pamy of IndiGo, and US-based Archer Aviation are
pretting set to launch their eV TOL ser-
vioes by 2026, Other Indian startups,
including Ubifly Technologies and
Nalwa Aero, are also developing
eVTOL solutions, while global players
like SkyDrive and JetSetGo ame work-
ing on commercial eVTOL routes in
India. Ubifly Technologies is the first
private Indian company to receive
Desizn Organisation Approval from
the DGCA fior an electric aircraft.

In step with these developments,
major Indian airports are preparing

Advanced air traffic management  VINAYAK CHATTERIEE

systems aim o ensure safe and effi-
cient operations. In time, pilotless
capahilities are expected to take over.
Intermatiomally, the sir4ax business is evolving
rapidly. Dubai is set to begin full-scale commercial
operations with four vertiports by 2026, Other cities
actively gearing up for commeercial operations include
Loz Angples, New Yok, Chicago, Paris and Singapone.
Some could start as early as the last quarter of 2025
India’s regulatory landscape is also preparing to
accommodate eVTOLs. The DIGCA has formed six
dedicated working groups to develop mules and
establish an operational framework. Each group
focuses on a specific area: Vertiports (take-off and
landing points}, aircraft type certification, crew
licensing, operating permits, air traffic management,
and MRO/{ maintenance, nepair, overhaul) and safety.
Repaorts from these working groups have been sub-

to develop vertiports as specialised
hubs for VTOL aircraft, complete
with dedicated airspace corridors,
advanced air traffic management systems, and
charging stations. A new cadre of dedicated air traffic
controllers may also be needed to coordinate bow-
altitude craft, such as drones and air taxis.

A key problem area is that the development of sup-
porting infrastnictune remains underdeveloped, which
i= 8 souroe of concern. The sector's prowth depends
on the strategic selection of vertipont locations. These
takeoff and landing sites must be situated in high-
demand arcas, primarily urban centres and their sur-
rounding regions. However, limited urban space, high
real estate costs, and air traffic restrictions amund sen-
sitivie areas pose challenges for buildine multiple land-
ing zomes and parking facilities.

Another challenge is power supply. Unlike elec-
tric wehicles, eVTOLSs rely on larger and heavier bat-

teries. To keep operations viable, these aircraft
require rapid turnaround times, necessitating ultra-
fast charging within a 10-12-minute window.
Additionally, various eVTOL manufacturers use dif-
ferent battery configurations, each designed to opti-
mise fight range and efficiency. These varyving
charging needs must be accommodated.

Thus, establishing this new category of base-
infrastricture to support eV TOLs requires a multi-
disciplinary spproach, combining urban planning,
Ccnergy management, vertiport construction, and
regulalory expertise.

But rolling out the technology is only half the
battle; the other half lies in gaining public accept-
ability. With fares expected to be significantly hisher
than conventional transport options, will even time-
stressed commuters find eV TOLs worth the premi-
um? Preliminary shdies sugpest that a seven-mintte
Right from Connaught Place to Gurmigram could cost
around §4,500 for a single passenger, whereas an
Uber ride today takes about two hours and costs
around T.I00

Then there's the charge of “clitism”. Critics may
accuse the establishment of pandering to the elite
in a situation where mass urban transportation is
strugling. The debate here would echo some of the
negative sentiments expressed during the introduc-
tion of the Bullet Train project. The saving grace is
that the air taxi initiative is expected to be a 1040 per
cent private enterprise with no public expenditune.
The UDAAN schieme has already shifted the perspec-
tive, viewing air travel not as a luxury but as a neces-
sity for providing connectivity. Additionally, medical
emergency transportation will be a big boon.

Finally, the eVTOL evolution needs to be seen
as another futuristic part of an integrated transport
ecosystem., If it can, even partly. ameliorate the
pain of urban commuting, ¢VTOLs will have done
their job.

Get set for the first Air Taxi rde in 2026!

The b s aen i frastriechere expert. e (sl the
firestcter & managing rrustee of The Dnfravizion Foandatiog.
Reseaiel lripirs frodt Vidla STagh
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China’s Diesel, Jet
Fuel Exports at
Multi-month High

Beijing: China's fuel exports rebounded in
March asjet fuel shipments and diesel exportsro-
se tomulti-month highs, though weak profit mar-
gins kept exports below levels of a year earlier,
customs data showed on Friday
Aviation fuel exports were down
11.9% vyear on year at 1.75 million
metric tons (13.79 million barrels)
and diesel exports were down

:{'q'ﬂ,'f"f',":d“' 47.2%, data from the General Ad-

natural gas ministration of Customs showed.
fell 24.5% China's gasoline exports, at
year-on-year 930,000 tons, were down 19.1%

to4.97 from a year earlier but represen-
milliontons ted arecovery from February's 12-
inMarch year low of 200,000 tons. First-qu-

arter diesel, gasoline and aviation
fuel exports fell 44.8%, 40% and 8% respectively.
Total exports of refined oil products were down
12.9% at 5.24 million tons. The data also showed
that importsof liquefied natural gasfell 24.5% ve-
ar-on-year to 4.97 million tons in March. Reuters
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DGCA orders probe into Air
India Express pilot’s death

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has launched an investigation into the death of
an Air India Express pilot who suffered a heart
attack aboard an aircraft shortly after landing in
Delhi last week. The probe will examine
allegations of delayed medical response and poor
preparedness at the Indira Gandhi International
Airport. Armaan, a 36-year-old First Officer, died
aboard the plane on April 9 after flying the Air
India Express Srinagar-Delhi flight IX 1153.
Armaan’s family has claimed that it took nearly
40 minutes for the emergency response team to
rush him to the medical facility at the airport.
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Australia seeks to boost Air India,
IndiGo direct flights to Sydney

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAIL

With the number of Indian
tourists to Australia rising
in high double digits, Aus-
tralian authorities are talk-
ing to Air India and IndiGo
to offer more direct flights
from India to Sydney, an
Australian official said.
“The Western Sydney
International Airport, lo-
cated in Westen part of
Sydney, has done trial runs
with the first runway. It will
be operational towards
end 2026. Discussions are
on with Air India and Indi-
Go to operate direct flights
to this airport once they
get new aircraft,” said Sa-
mar Chokshi, country

Indian tourists to Australia are
growing in high double digits .

manager-India, destination
NSW in an interview.

“The location of the
new airport is interesting
because it is close to Parra-
matta, where a lot of the
Indian community stays. It
is going to be very good for

them when they travel to
Sydney and New South
Wales (NSW),” he added.

“It is going to be NSW’s
first ever 24-hour airport,
so we would not have the
issues of flights arriving
late at night or early morn-
ing. Due to aviation rules
flight operations are
banned at the existing Syd-
ney airport from 11 pm to 6
am every night,” he said.

Currently, two direct
flights operate between In-
dia and the Sydney airport.
These include Air India op-
erating a daily flight from
New Delhi to Sydney using
Dreamliners and Qantas
operating daily in the Ben-
galuru-Sydney sector using
the A330-300s.

So with the new airport
coming into operation in
2026 and as and when Air
India and IndiGo com-
mence flights, the number
of direct flights would dou-
ble from now to Sydney.

Aside from the direct
flights to Sydney, Indian
travellers also fly by Singa-
pore Airlines, Malaysia Air-
lines, Thai Airways, Cathay
Pacific, Scoot, Vietnam Air-
lines, Vietjet and Sri Lan-
kan Airlines, which pro-
vide connectivity from
multiple Indian cities to
Sydney via one stopover.

“Travel to Australia
from India is growing ex-
ponentially, we are grow-
ing in high double digits.,”
he said.
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DGCA orders probe into AIX pilot’s death

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation has
ordered a detailed investigation
into the death of an Air India
Express pilot after a flight from
Srinagar to Delhi on April 9,
including a verification of his
medical history, as well as exam-
ining if the guidelines for dealing
with such emergencies need to
be changed.

The investigation will be con-
ducted under the Aircraft (Inves-
tigation of Accidents and Inci-
dents) Rules, 2017, said the order
issued on Thursday by DGCA
director general Faiz Ahmed
Kidwai. HT has seen a copy of
the order.

On April 9, the 36-year-old first
officer died during treatment at a

Finalinvestigation reportis
expected within six months.

hospital after he collapsed a few
minutes after landing Flight
[X-1153 from Srinagar to Delhi.
Soon after the incident, a group of
pilots alleged in the media that the
situation was poorly handled and
that the deceased pilot was
fatigued.

Kidwai has appointed deputy
director of Air Safety, Vishal
Yadav, as the investigator-in-
charge, and Group Capt Murtaza,

Director of Medical Services
(Counter Air), as subject matter
expert and member for carrying
out the investigation.

Kidwai has asked the team to
investigate whether the crew
reported any sickness to air traffic
control (ATC) while in the air and,
if so, whether the ATC initiated
appropriate action,

The team will also check the
medical history of the deceased
crew member and whether the
airline took due precautions while
rostering (or scheduling) the crew
member with flying restrictions.

The DG further directed the
team to investigate whether any
specific medical checks are
required for such pilots before
undertaking flights, and whether
fellow crew members took
appropriate action when the
co-pilot reported feeling unwell.

To be sure, medical examination
of pilots with pre-existing medi-
cal conditions are done by a
team of the Air Force.

The DGCA team has also been
asked to assess the preparedness
of the airport's medical centre in
handling such emergencies.
“..examine the existing guidelines/
circulars in this regard and sug-
gestchanges if needed,” the order
stated.

The order asked the team to
submit the final investigation
report as early as possible, prefera-
bly within a period of six months.

The deceased pilot was last
assessed by the Indian Air Force
medical team in January this
year, under the norms, and
declared fit to fly, but his flying
licence did not permit him to
operate without an experienced
pilot, people cited above said.
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Arvind Shrivastava appointed

Revenue Secretary

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a signif-
icant administrative reor-
ganisation, the Centre has
appointed senior IAS officers
Arvind Shrivastava and Samir
Kumar Sinha as Revenue and
Civil Aviation Secretaries
respectively, among several
other high-level bureancratic
l'J.‘I.H.I‘.I.gl.‘E announced Pr.id.i.l‘)'.
The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
Sﬁpmwﬂ the appointment of
rivastava, a 1994 batch Kar-
nataka cadre Indian Admin-
istrative Service officer, who
is currently serving as Addi-

Govil will now

serve as Secretary
(Coordination) in the
Cabinet Secretariat

tional Secretary in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO), o
head the Department of Reve-
nue in the Minisiry of Finance.

Sinha, from the same
1994 batch but belonging to
the Assam-Meghalaya cadre,
will replace Egmrllmang
Vualnam as Civil Aviation
Secretary. Vualnam hasn
left government service but

has been reassigned as Sec-
retary in the Department of
Expenditure, taking over from
Manaj Gowvil

Govil will now serve as
Secretary (Coordination) in
the Cabinet Secretarial,

The reshufile, coming just
days before Civil Services Day
on Monday, involves 18 IAS
officers, including twe cur-
rently working in the PMO,
wh::r:i‘laut been appointed to
various central government
departments.

Vivek Aggarwal, a 1994
batch IAS officer from Mad-
hya Pradesh cadre who cur-
11.‘.I.1|‘_|}" servies Continued on P4

Arvind...

as Addivinmal Secretary in the
Diepariment of Revenue and heads e
Financial Trielligence Undi-ndia {FILU-
INT¥}, his been appoinied @ Secretary
ol the Ministry of Culture

Another sgnificant sppostment s
that of Han Ranfan Rao, also from the
1554 batch Madhya Pradesh cadre and
currently Additional Secregary in the
PACh. B has been named as Officer an
Special Dany (05D} n the Department
ol Sporee, Minkstry of Youih Afairs and

Sparts.
Aconnding o the official order.

“The officer will take over as Sacre-
tary, Dieparrment of Sports, Minisry of
Youth Affairs and Spoets vice Ms. Sajaia
Chatarvedi, 145 {BE:A9) upon her
superamnuation oo 30, fd 20257

Several appoimiments imulve afficers
wten willl take over gpon the retirement
af currenl incwmbenes

Anuraidhs Thakur, currently Addi.
tiomal $ecretary in the Corparate Affairs
Ministry, will firet serve a2 (5D in the
Department of Econommic Affairs before
inkcing wver o8 Secretary after Ajay Seth
weiires on June il

Rajesh ral from the Commence
Ministry has heen promaoied 1o Specal
Lecretary and will sssame ke role of
Secretary. Depariment of Commierce,
finllvwing Sunil Barthwals retirement an
September 4

Makursia Bibari Dl from Odisha
caddre bas heen appainted as Secre
Mimistry of Parlamentary Aﬂ;nla:qu]
will take charpe after Umang Narulas
retirement on June 50

Urther notable appoiniments include
K Moses Chalal s Secretary of the
Department of Public Emerprises, and
Vaindams Gemand s Secretary of the
Mimdstry of Labour and Erploymeni.

Ashish Srivasizva, currenidy Adviser
at the Imier Siaie Coancil Secretarai,
has been promaoted &0 Secretary of the
e organsation.

Youth Afains Secretary Meea B
Lochan will mwve 1o become Secre-
tary af the Natinoal Commiscian for
Baciward Classes umder the Ministry af
Soctal jmstice and Empowerment, sue
creding A Neerma who retires an May
31. Rajit Pushant from the Rarya Sabba
Secretarim will take over as Secretary of
the Ministry of Sl Development and
Entrepreseicrship when Atul Kamar
Twari retires oo Jume 30

The povernment has also appomied
Santash Knmar Sarangs as Secretary of
the Mimistry of New and Renewahle
Erergy, and Pallass Jain Govil & Secre
tary af the Deparimend of Youth A

Additionally, the ACC approyed an
extension for Rharet Lal as Secereiary
Creneral af the Mational Homan Righis
Commission for noe year beynnd June
30, 225,

T officers bave receved in-siin
upgradstion i Special Secretary level:
Rajesh Biomar Sinku i the Misistry
af Poris, Shipping and Walerwmys, and
R.lnluu. Chepra in the Cukuse Minssiry,
witso willl now serve as Special Secretary
and Financial Advisnr
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DGCA orders probe
into death of Air
India Express pilot

NEW DELHDL Avation
vatchdog DGCA has ondered
1 detailed investigation into
the circumstances that led
it the recent death of an Air
Inaiiax Express pilot, incoding
checking the meedacal hastory
of the deceased crew memsher
and examining the existin
puidelimes b deal with sug
EMETREnCies.

The Air India Express pilot,
whio vwas the first offecer, died
doe to & sudden cardiac arrest
while operating the dlight
IX1152 from Srinagario Delhi
on April 9.

Cirdering the probe. the
Dhirectorabe General of Civil
Avistion (DGCA) investiga
tion teamn will chedk whether
the crew reported the sickness
tix the Air Trafbc Control
ler [ ATC) while in air and if
o, whether the ATC initiabed
actson appropristehy

Apart from checking the
medical history of the deceased
crew member, the team wil
probe whether due precaution
was taken during rostermg
of such crew who have fiying
restrictinn die to medical rea
sans, as per the DGECA arder
ismoed oo Apri 17,

Amang other aspects,
the regulator will imvestigate
whether any specific medical
checks are required for such
pidots bo midergo belore under
taking flights and whether the
remaining orboard crew took
actson when the crew member
reparted beeling nonwefl.

."h:l:nrdi.ng o DGEA, the
probe will also look at the time
takem in taking the crew mem
ber to the medical centre ai
the airport. Farther, the probe

The pilot died

due to a sudden
cardiac arrest while
aperating the flight
frem Srinagar te
Delhi an April 9

sezmn will check the level of pre
paredness of the medical cenere
at the agrport in handling such
emergencies as well as exam
e and suggest changes with
respedt (D existing guidelines
m thiw regard. Deputy Derecior
of Afr Safety Vishal Yadav will
be the Ivvestigatorin-Changs
and Group Captam Murtara
as @ subject matter expert will
carry aut the probe.

The beam has been directed
0 sushmit its fimal ivestsgation
repart as early as possible, pret
exxhly within a period of xix
manths, as per the order

In a statement on Apral L0,
an Air India Express spokes
person said it deeply regrets the
loss of 3 valued colleague due to
a medical comdstson,

Without providing specific
details, the spokespersnn also
sl “we request all concerned
o respect privacy al this kime
and wvoid unmecessary speculy
tiom, whilewe cormmit bo asxist
g the relevant anthorities in
due process”

Last week, the Airdine
Pilots" Association of India said
thiere is 2n urgent need o put
i place transparent regulstions
that priaritise rest for pilots,
sty anid hnmare schedubng
practices. MPIET
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Light rain, dust storms
bring brief respite from
scorching heat in capital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE £ hew Dely

DELHITES saw some respite
from the siz#ding heat late on
Friday evening, as the capital’s
weather took a turn. Parts of
the city witnessed strong winds,
light rain, and thunderstorms.

The India Meteorlogical De-
partment (IMD) predicted a
“generally doudy sky towards
the evening, accompanied by
drizzle and dust storms Sus-
tained surface winds, with
speeds reaching up to 60 km/h,
are also expected.”

Friday began with the mini-
mum temperature settling at
25.6"C, which was four degrees
above the normal temperature,
The maximum tempoeralure
reached 417C, 4.2 degrees above

normal. Humidity ranged be-
tween 32% and 57%.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Alr-
port ssued an advisory in the
morning. warning that flights
may experience delays of upto
severial hours doe to the wind
ghift. “Due to the shifting wind
pattern in the vieinity of the
airport, certain airline opera-
tions may experience delays.
Alfr trafTic low management
measures for Night arrlvals
will be implemented from 12:30
to 4:39 pm by ATC authoritles
to ensure safe operations, in ac-
cordance with international
and regulatory protocols,” the
advisory read.

On April 19 and 20, Delhiites
can expect cloudy skies with
occasional light showers
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DGCA orders investigation in pilot’s death

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

he Directorate General of Civil
I Aviation (DGCA) has ordered a

detailed investigation into the cir-

cumstances that led to the recent death of

an Air India Express pJJuL. |n|:|udlng
checking the medical history of the
deceased crew member and examining the
existing puidelines to deal with such
emergencies,

The Air India Express pilod, who was the
first officer, died die to a sudden cardiac
arrest while operating the flight [X1153
from Srinagar to Delhi on ‘L]:rrl] 9.

Ordering the probe, the Directorate
General ol Civil Aviation (DGCA) inves-
tigation team will check whether the
crew reported the sickness to the Alr
Traffic Controller (ATC) while in air and
if so, whether the ATC initiated action
appropriately.

Apart [rom checking the medical histo-
ry of the deceased crew member, the team
will probe whether due precaution was
taken ditring rostering of such crew who

have {lying restriction due to medical rea-
sons, as per the DGCA order issued on
April 17.

Amaong other aspects, the regulator will
investigate whether any specific medical
checks are required for such pilots to
undergo before undertaking lights and
whether the remaining onboard crew
took action when the crew member
reported feeling unwell.

mtﬁ n be will also

look al the ime taken in taking the crew

member to the medical centre at the air-
i1y

Further, the probe team will check the
level of preparedness of the medical cen-
tre at the atrport in handling such emer-
gencies as well as examine and suggest
changes with respect to existing guidelines
in this regard.

Deputy Director of Adr Safety Vishal
Yadav will be the Investigator-in-Charge
and Group Captain Murtaza as a s1J|3_i|:|:l
matter expert will carry out the probe.

The team has been directed 1o submit
its final investigation report as early as pos-

sible, preferably within a period of six
months, as per the order. In a statement
on April 10, an Air India Express
spokesperson said it deeply regrets the loss
of a valued colleague due to a medical con-
dition.

Without PrU'\.’i.-ljll‘lB specific details, the
spokesperson also said, “we request all con-
cerned to respect privacy at this time and
aviid unnecessary speculation, while we
commit 1o I.l!-h]!-[]l'lb the relevant authori-
tes in due process.

Last weel, the Airline Pilots' Association
of India {ALPA) said there is an Lrgent
need o put in place transparent regulations
that prioritise rest for pilots, safety and
humane scheduling practices.

ALPA, which claims to represent
around 8O0 pilots of various domestic air-
lines, is part of the International Federation
of Adrline Pilots' Association (IFALPA)
The assoctation had also said the untime-
by death of the Afr India Express pilol rais-
es troubling questions about pilot wellare,
mental health, and working conditions in
the Indian aviation industry.
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4 new secys in
finmin amid

Finmin continues to see

major reshuffle

New Delhi: In the biggest
such reshuffle in economic
ministries in several years,
govt Friday appointed four
new secretaries in the fi-
nance ministry — expendi-
ture, economic affairs, re-
venue and public enterpri-
ses—while naming new he-
ads for commerce, labour
and civil aviation. In all, 18
new secretaries were na-

» Govt appoints 4 new
CBEDT members, P17

med across departments.
Aviation secretary V Vu-
alnam is expenditure secret-
ary, replacing Manoj Govil,
who moves as secretary (coo-
rdination) in cabinet secret-
ariat. PMO’s Arvind Sriv-
astavawill head revenue. Tnn

»Top-deck changes, P 15

changes in top deck

» Continued fromP1

nuradha Thakur will take
Acharge of department of eco-

nomicaftfairsoncefinancesec-
retary Ajay Seth retires at the end of
May. K Moses Chalai, currently in
Inter State Council, is the new public
enterprises secretary.

Rajesh Agrawal, additional secre-
tary incommerce department and In-
dia’s chief negotiator for the pro-
posed trade deal with the US, has
been designated commerce secretary
and will take over once Sunil Barth-
wal retires at the end of Sept. The ap-
pointment is meant tosignal continu-
ity ata time when the global economy
has been pushed into turmoil by US
President Donald Trump’s tariff an-
nouncements. Agrawal, alsofromthe
1994 batch, has been dealing with cru-
cial negotiations including those
with Asean, and farm trade.

It is virtually unprecedented to
name new secretaries for the three
core departments in the finance
ministry, revenue, expenditure and
DEA, on the same day. In recent
months, the finance ministry has
seen several changes in the top deck,
but the latest round appears to put a
team in place to work with finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman. Tha-
kur and Srivastava have over five
years of service, while Vualnam has
more than three years to go.

Vualnam from the 1992 batch has

had stints in DEA, including as addi-
tional secretary, while Srivastava
was handling economic issues In
PMO after heading the budget divi-
sion in the finance ministry. Even in
Karnataka, he handled the budget
for vears and had a short stint in the
Asian Development Bank. Anurad-
haThakur, willmoveto DEA after be-
ing additional secretary in the cor-
porate affairs ministry. During her
stint in DIPAM, the Himachal cadre
officer, had done the groundwork for
Air India privatisation.

BUREAUCRATIC RESHUFFLE

Samir Sinha, a 1994 batch officer
of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre, was
named aviation secretary, while San-
tosh Kumar Sarangi, from Odisha,
who is currently the director general
for foreign trade, has been appointed
new and renewable energy secretary.

Vandana Gurnani,a1991-batch of-
ficer from Karnataka, will move
from cabinet secretariat tothelabour
ministry, and Rajit Punhani from Bi-
har will be skill development secreta-
ry. Madhya Pradesh cadre officers
from 1994 batch were also appointed
secretary Vivek Agrawal (culture),
PallaviJain Govil (youth affairs)and
Hari Ranjan Rao (sports).

Nidhi Chhibber from Chhattis-
garh hasbeen appointed OSD in food
processing industries ministry and
will take over as secretary in May.
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Arts & commerce pass-outs
soon to become pilots in India

Once Finalised, Recommendation Will Be Sent To Ministry

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Class 12 pass-
outs from arts and commer-
ce streams may soon be allo-
wed to become commercial
pilots in India. In a major re-
form, the Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
is considering removing the
current eligibility require-
ment of a student having
physics and maths in class 12
for commercial pilot licence
(CPL) training. Of course,
medical fitness criteria will
remain forall.

InIndia, thisfield has been
open only for science and
maths students gince
mid-1990s. Before that, class
10th pass was the only eduea-
tional requirement for doing
CPL. “Once finalised, this re-
commendation will be sent to
the Union aviation ministry
‘When they approve it, CPL
training will be open for eli-
gible students across stre-
ams,” said people in the know

FROM DESK TO JET: In India, this field has been open only for
science and maths students since mid-1990s. Before that, class 10th
pass was the only educational requirement for doing CPL

Veteran pilot Captain
Shakti Lumba, who retired
as IndiGo VP-flight opera-
tions and headed Alliance
Air before that, says no co-
untry other than India has
the requirement of physics
and maths at class 12 level as
eligibility criteria for CPL
training. “This is an archa-
icrequirement. The physics
and maths taught in 12th is
not needed by pilots. They
already have the reguired
understanding of these sub-

jectsfrom whatever they ha-
ve studied in junior clas-
ses,” hesaid.

If anything, this rule has
been an impediment for arts
and commerce students who
want to become commercial
pilots. "Such students haveto
give Class 12 exam for phy-
sics and maths from open
school to become eligible to
enrolling for the course, Ma-
ny have done so,” Captain
Lumba, who flew as a pilot
for3l years, says.

Several lving school ope-
rators also guestioned the
current rule, "If youarearich
person and want to fly vour
own plane, having physics
and maths in class 12 is not a
prevequisite for getting a per-
sonal pilot licence in India.
But for CPL, that is needed.
Thissimply doesn't make sen-
se,” said a fiying scheol owner:

Now, finally this condi-
tion may go as the aviation
ministry is looking at vario-
us options to streamline pi-
lot training in India to meet
the manpower requirement
of its booming airline in-
dustry DGCA is also wor-
king on ranking flying scho-
ols in India on various para-
meters like safety and time
taken for CPL completion so
that trainees can make an
educated choice for choosing
from among them. So far due
to concerns primarily on
thesetwo fronts, alarge num-
ber of Indian students go
abroad for their pilot licence
training,
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Arts, commerce +2
passouts set to be
eligible to fly planes

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Class 12 pass-
outs from arts and com-
merce streams may soon be
allowed to become commer-
cial pilots in India. Inamajor
reform, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is considering re-
moving the current eligibili-
ty requirement of a student
having physics and maths in
class 12 for commercial pilot
licence (CPL) training. Of
course, medical fitness crite-
ria will remain for all.

In India, this field has
been open only for science
and maths students since
mid-1990s, Before that, class
10th pass was the only
educational requirement for
doing CPL.

“Omce finalised, this rec-
ommendation will be sent to
the Union aviation ministry,
When they approve it, CPL
training will be open for eli-
gible students ACTOSS
streams,” said people in the
know:

Veteran pilot Captain
Shakti Lumba, who retired
as IndiGo VP-flight oper-
ations and headed Alliance
Airbefore that, saysno coun-
try other than India has the

FYLING HIGH

requirement of physics and
maths at class 12 level as eli-
gibility criteria for CPL
training. *This is an archaic
requirement, The physics
and maths taught in 12th is
not needed by pilots. They al-
ready have the required un-
derstanding of these sub-
jects from whatever they
have studied in junior elass.
es," hesaid.

Several flying school op-
erators also questioned the
current rule,

Now, finally this condi-
tion may go as the aviation
ministry is looking at vari-
ous options to streamline pi-
lot training in India to meet
the manpower requirement
of its booming airline
industry
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