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AAI team from Delhi to reach today
for obstacle survey of Bihta airport

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: A team from the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), Delhi,
will reach Patna on Tuesday to
conduct an obstacle limitation
surface (OLS) survey for the
Bihta airport, a defence aero-
drome in Pamna, said airport offi-
cials on Monday.

The survey is technical work,
involving mapping the airspace
around an aerodrome or a pro-
spective aerodrome to assess
possible infringements and rec-
ommend actions to remove or
reduce obstacles.

“A team from the AAT will be
here for a week from February 18
for OLS survey of the Bihta air-
port. It will submit its report to
the AAI headquarters in Delhi,

which will then be shared with
the state government,” said Uma
Shankar, director, Patna airport.
The state government is
expected to remove encumbran-
ces in the approach funnel of an
aircraft so that the full runway
length can be utilised for landing
of aircraft at the Bihta airport.
The Bihta airport has an exist-
ing runway length of 2,500
metres (8,200 feet) approx, but
its usable runway length was
2,200 metres (approx) due to
“threshold displacement”™ on
either side of the runway.
“Threshold displacement” in avi-
ation means the designated
landing point (threshold) on a
runway, maintaining an ideal
glide path or descent trajectory
of 3-degree that an aircraft takes
while landing from the final

approach fix (FAF) to the run-
way threshold that can be 4-7
miles away, is located further
ahead than the physical begin-
ning of the runway, often due to
obstacles in the approach path
or other operational considera-
tions. This essentially means
that a section of the runway at
the beginning is not utilised for
landings but can be used for
take-offs or taxiing.

Given its existing runway
length and the threshold dis-
placement, Airbus A-320/A-321
type of aircraft, having a capacity
of 180 and 220 passengers can
operate from Bihta. Depending
on availability of land for which
the AAI has already requested
the Bihar government, there are
plans to extend the runway
length to 3,700 metres (12,000

feet) to accommodate wide-bod-
ied aircraft like B-777/B-787
jumbo jets. The extended run-
way will also allow for interna-
tional operations and cargo
orowth.

The AAI recently issued work
order to a Russian company for
the construction of the Bihta air-
port for which the state govern-
ment has already given 108 acres
of land for a new terminal build-
ing.

The project, expected to be
completed by 2027, would be
built at Bs 459.99 crore (exclud-
ing taxes), which was 30.92%
less than the earlier estimated
cost of Rs 665.85 crore, accord-
ing to a press release issued by
the Information and Public Rela-
tions Department of the govern-
ment of Bihar last Saturday.
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AAIl recruits young executives to
bolster air operations at airport

STATESMAN NEWS SHWCE
KOLKATA, 17 FEBRUAF
In a significant boost to its
operational efficiency and
international appeal, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport
recruited a dedicated team
ofjuniorexecutives forairside
MANAZement, Passenger serv
ices, terminal operations and
information management.
The NSCBI Airport is set
to emerge as a crucial hub
for enhanced connectivity
with the South World region.
In a recent parliamentary
session, civil aviation minister
Kinjarapu Rammaohan Naidu
highlighted the airport's strate-
giclocation, emphasizing its
potential to serve asa gateway
forinternational carriers seek-
ing to connect with South
East Asia and beyond. In a
proactive move to ensure
seamless airport operations,
the Airports Authority of India
[AAI) has recruited adedicated
team of junior executives,
Seventeen newly-appointed

professionals have already
begun their four-week on-
the-job training (OJT) at NSCBI

Airport. The intensive pro-

gramme, inaugurated by
Kalkata Airport director Dr
Pravat Ranjan Beuria, is
designed to provide hands-
on experience across key
operational domains including
airside management, pas-
sengerservices, terminal oper-
ations, hilling, and information
management.

“The training is an essential
step towards developing a
skilled workforce capable of
meeting the challenges of
modern airport manage-
ment,” Dr Beuria said during
an interactive session with
heads of departments
(HODs). The session allowed

trainees to outline their leamn-
ing objectives and understand
their future responsibilities,
ensuring they are well-pre-
pared to contribute to the
airport's growth and effi-
ciency. In addition to bol-
stering its human resources,
NSCBI Airport is embracing
technological advancements
to enhance operational safety
and efficiency. An Automated
Weather Observing System
(AWOS) has recently been
installed, enabling authorities
to monitor critical weather
parameters in real time and
make informed decisions
regarding aircraft move-
ments.

The ministry of civil avi-
ation is also investing heavily
in infrastructure upgrades

to attract renowned inter-
national airlines. With support
from the civil aviation ministry,
efforts are underway to expand
flight operations and boost
both passenger and cargo
handling capacities, amove
expected to unlock significant
revenue potential from NSCBI
airport. As Kolkata Airport
gears up for a new era of
operational excellence and
global connectivity, these
strategicinitiatives underline
India’s commitment to
strengthening its aviation
sector. Withimproved facil-
ities, a technologically
advanced environment, and
4 highly trained workforce,
NSCBI Airport is well on its
way to becoming a premier
aviation hub in the region.
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Airlines oppose proposed tariff hike at IGI Airport

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Domestic airlines have op-
posed the proposed tariff
hike at the national capital’s
IGI Airport through a differ-
ential fee structure, citing
the move as a “demand
depressor”.

Accordingly, IndiGo and
Air India and airline associ-
ations, including the Inter-
national Air Transport Asso-
ciation (IATA) and the
Federation of Indian Airlines
(FIA), have opposed the in-
creased aeronautical charges
as well as the higher user de-
velopment fee (UDF).

TARIFF CONCERNS

The airline industry pointed
out that the proposed differ-
ential tariff structure is “ex-
cessively complex” and
“onerous on both passengers
and airlines”, and goes
against the International
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion’s (ICAO) principle of

non-discrimination in air-
port charges.
Currently, the Airports

Economic Regulatory Au-

thority of India (AERA) is
considering Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Ltd’s (DIAL)
proposal for the fourth con-
trol period tariff cycle of five
years starting from April 1,
2024, to March 31, 2029.

As the operator of IGI Air-
port, DIAL has proposed
higher aeronautical and non-
aeronautical charges
through a differential fee
structure 1o recover ex-
penses borne to build addi-
tional infrastructure.

COST BURDEN

At a stakeholders’ meeting,
the airport operator in-
formed AERA that the pro-
posed hike in UDF is essen-
tial to support its debt
repayment obligations and
fund ongoing development
projects.

On their part, the airlines
and their associations ex-
pressed concerns about the
impact of the new tariff plan
on business potential, as
higher charges have the po-
tential to “depress demand”.

“IATA has urged AERA to
reject this complex and dis-
criminatory tariff structure
proposal involving aircraft

FARE DISPARITY. The proposal calls for a higher user
development fee for international business class travellers
compared to economy class passengers

type and flight timing,
among other variables. Fur-
ther, we encourage AERA to
address the differential tariff
structure between the do-
mestic and international
landing fees and wuser
charges,” said Amitabh
Khosla, IATA’s Country Dir-
ector for India. “We have
asked AERA to moderate the
proposed  increase  in
charges, ensuring a realistic
view of investments, costs
and returns for the airport
operator to ensure that air-
port users are protected.”

In contention is DIAL’s
proposal to increase the av-
erage aeronautical charges
and user development fee
(UDF) per passenger.

Under the proposed tariff
plan, the airport operator
plans to front-load funds for
infrastructure development
by charging higher UDF rates
during 2025-26 and 2026-27,
followed by lower rates in
the subsequent years.

Currently, the landing,
parking and UDF charges are
about ¥145.

The proposal calls for
higher UDF charges for in-
ternational business class
travellers compared to eco-
nomy class passengers.

For domestic flights, dif-
ferent rates will apply, de-
pending on whether passen-
gers travel during peak or
non-peak hours. The peak
flying hours have been desig-

nated as 5 am-8.55 am and 5
pm-8.55 pm. The proposed
UDF rates for domestic pas-
sengers during peak hours
will range from 3315 to 3610
for embarking passengers
and T115 to 3210 for disem-
barking passengers. In con-
trast, international economy
class travellers will be
charged between 430 and
3810, while business class
passengers be charged from
1860 10%1,620.

Additionally, disembark-
ing international passengers
will be charged 280 (eco-
nomy) and I570 (business
class). In addition to the
UDF changes, the airport op-
erator has also proposed in-
creases to landing and park-
ing charges for aircraft using
the airport facility. The air-
port operator has defended
the UDF hike proposal, cit-
ing airport development and
debt repayment needs.

HIKE JUSTIFICATION
DIAL’s CEO Videh Jaipuriar
justified the proposed UDF
hike, emphasising that eco-
nomy-class travellers will be
charged lower fees than busi-
ness-class flyers.

Jaipuriar argued that the
revised UDF structure will
help decongest the airport
during peak hours, and offer
affordable fares during non-
peak hours. He noted that
the additional revenue gen-
erated from the UDF hike
will be crucial for the air-
port’s development, particu-
larly as it prepares to handle
a growing number of inter-
national operations.

Other private airport op-
erators, such as Adani Air-
ports, supported DIAL's pro-
posal. According to
Jagannarayan Padman-
abhan, Senior Director &
Global Head (transport, mo-
bility, and logistics) at Crisil
Market Intelligence and Ana-
lytics, “In India, we follow a
hybrid till model that is UDF
is charged only when there is
a shortfall in revenue from
aeronautical operations and
part of the non-aeronautical
operations does not fully
compensate for the expenses
to be incurred during the
proposed control period. A
fine balance is to be main-
tained so that the fee doesn’t
become a burden on the
passengers.”
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GHIAL upgrades
runway efficiency

DC CORRESPOND
HYDERABAD, FEB. 17

GMR Hyderabad
International Airport
Limited (GHIAL) has
upgraded its main run-
way with a new landing
system.

This new Category Il
Instrument Landing
System (ILS) and
improved runway light-
ing allow airplanes to
land safely even when vis-
ibility is very low, down to
300 meters.

This upgrade is especial-
ly helpful during fog or
other bad weather condi-
tions, said the GHIAL ina
press release on Monday.

GHIAL has also

received approval from

the DGCA to upgrade its
secondary runway to
Category 1. This means
that during any problems
on the main runway, the
secondary runway can be
used when visibility is as
low as 550 meters.
“Implementation of these
advanced navigational
systems elevates our
operational parameters
while ensuring adherence
to the highest safety stan-
dards in aviation opera-
tions,
These changes will
reduce delays and keep
assengers safe during
ad weather, thereby
reducing inconvenience
for passengers.” said
GHIAL CEQ Pradeep
Panicker,
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Air India Express to
connect Hindon with
Kolkata from March 1

AR IMOHA EXPRESS, a subsidiary af
Airindia and a part of the Tata
Group, is all set to comect
Kobkatawith the Hindon air port

im Ghaziabad district of Uttar
Pradesh, an airfine spokesperson
said on Tuesday, The flight
between the two places serices
will commence fram March 1
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lata opposes
Gl airport’s
variable
tariff plan

; & oy
daanish anandi@vermnint. com
NEW DELHI

he International Air
TTE"&ltIh]H?I'l Association
(Tatal has opposed Delhi
International Afrport’s pro-
posal for g variphle tariff stroe-
ture for five vears beginning
April 2025, saving the differ-
ential pricing structure is
onerons and discriminatory.
Last week, the GMR Group,
which runs the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport in
New Delhi, proposed to hike
the user development fees o
the Airports Economic Regu-
Latory  Authority of India
(AERA) in the range 100% to
LOOO™.

Uniler the proposal, Delhis
international airport wants to
lewy a higher price for interna-
tional business class passen-
gers than economy class pas-
sengers, This IGE Alrport also
has proposed a hike in the
landing and parking charges
for aireraft. If the proposals
are accepted, flving in and
ol of Delhi would become
expensive.

“latais concermed about the
sigmificant tarifT increases pro-
posed forthe upeoming regu-
latory cycle for Delhi Airport.
The proposed new differential
tarifl structure is excessively
comiples and onerous on both
passengers and airlines and
poes against ICAO's principle
of non-discrimination in air-
part charges.” Amitabh
Khosla, conntry director-
Inddia, Iata, told M.

Iata has urged AERA to
reject this ‘complex” and “dis-
criminatory” tariil structure
proposal involving afreraft
tvpe, flight timing, and other
variables,

For an extended version of
Hris story, go o liveming.com.
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Delta jet overturns at Toronto
airport, all 8o aboard survive

Around 18 suffered minor injuries in crash

TORONTO: A Delta Air Lines
Lﬂﬂjpped on its roof while

ding Monday at Toronto's
Pearson Airport, but all 80
people on board survived and
those hurt had relatively minor
injuries, the airport's chief exec-
utive said.

Snow hlown by winds gust-
ing to 40 mph (&5 ) swirked
ﬁtn mt?ght Emi?timmp-
olis carrying 76 passengers and
four crew attempted to land at
around 2:15 pm. Communica-
tions between the tower and
pilot were normal on approach
and it’s not clear what went so
drastically wrong when the
plane iouched down.

Peter Carlson, a passen-
ger travelling to Toronto for a

edics conference, said
the landing was “very forceful”

“All the sudden everythin
just kind of went sidm?'s ms
then next thing T know it's kind
of a blink and I'm upside down
still strapped in.” he said.

Canadian  authorities
held two brief news confer-
ences but provided no details
on the crash. Video posted
to social media showed the
aftermath with the Mitsubi-
shi CRJ-S00LR overturned,
the fuselage seemingly intact

The plane attempted landing amid strong gusts and heavy snowing  &F

The crash was
the fourth major
aviation accident
in North America
in the past three
weeks

and firefighters dousing what
was left of the fire as passen-
gers dimbed out and walked
across the larmac.

“We are very grateful there
was o loss of Iu-: and relatively
minor injuries, Deborah Flint,
CEQ of Greater Toronto Air-
ports Authority, told reporters.

Delta CEO Ed Bastian said
in a statemnent that “the hearts
af the entire global Dielta family
are with those affected.”

Toronto Pearson Fire Chief
Todd Aitken said 18 passengers
were taken to the haspital. Ear-
lier in the day, Omge air ambu-
lance said it was transporting
one pediatric patient to Toron-
tos SickKids hospital and two
injured adults to other hospi-

tals in the city.
Emergency  personnel
reached the plane within a few

minutes and Aitken said the
response “went as planned.”
He said “the runway was dry
and there was nio cross-wind
conditions” AGECIES
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Noida International Airport partners with
Kyndryl for advanced IT infrastructure

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: The Moida Inter-
national Airport (NIA) has
entered into a partnership
with global IT services giant
Kyndryl to establish and over-
see its technological frame-
work. This collaboration aims
o ensure smooth airport oper-
ations through cutting-edge
technology and continuous IT
assistance,

According to NIAs Chief
Executive Officer (CED)
Christoph Schnellmann, this
alliance will enable delivery of
superior services by utilising

Fyndryls proficiency in han-
dling extensive IT operations.
company will estab-
lish a mbulst IT environment,
teaturi ive system moni-
tnrin;:ﬁd aul?nmted. infra-
sirochire processes o avert
operational disruptions and
system failures that coold
affect airport functioning,” a
senior NIA officer said.
Operati ACTOSS MOre
than Iﬁ} m];-lugnns. Kyndryl's
expertise lies in crafting and
mainlaiu.i.%sﬂphislicmed IT
systems. Their rode at NLA
encompasses creating an IT

foundation through system

evaluations, implementing
protective measures, oversee-
ing risks, and ensuring adher-
ence to t:dmuluﬂ.rgrumculs

Lingraju Saw
heads Kyndryl India, expressed
commitment to bolster-
ing Indias aviation indusiry
through enhanced connectiv-
ity and strengthened digital
infrastructure.

Sawkar said that the part-
nership highlights the imple-
mentation of Eyndryl Bridge,
an artificial m'lﬂllgcm::—
driven platform designed
to identi ential issues
before tg?cfpbuimmt prob-

lematic, ensuring smooth
I EXPETiences.

D Rt Kodtl
will enhance di la.'l SEC1-
rity throagh rapid-

anisms for n'her cals,
security policy administration,
and continuous TT security
surveillance.

The developmient of two
runways for the airport’s thind
and fourth phases has been
approved. Over 70 per cent of
farmers have consented to the
expansion, with 1,888 98 hect-
ares being acquired. The proj-
ect includes a manufacturing
facility and service runways.
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NEW TERMINAL
TO BE BUILT AT
AIRPORT: WONG

Singapore will pour an
additional $3.7 billion into
upgrades at Changl
alrport, including a long-
awalited fifth terminal, as
the natlon seeksto
malntaln its position asa
top global aviation hub,
itsleader said on Tuesday.
Prime Minis ter Lawrence
Wong announced the
fres h infusion while
presenting the city-state's
2025 budget, which also
included a wide range of
cash incentives for locals
ahead of elections later
this year. Wong said part
of the funds will be used
to construct a fifth
terminal at the aliport,
which saw around 67.7 m
passengers pass through
its gateslast year. AFFP
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Love takes flight: KIA ships 44m V- Day roses

Times News NETwork

Bengaluru:  Kempegowda
International Airport (KI1A)
set a new record this Valenti-
ne's season, processing a
whoping 44 million rose
stems welghing 1,649 metric
tonnes (MT) for shipment to
22 international and 38 do-
mestic destinations.

Last year, KIA handled 29
million rose stems. This re-
presents a 50% vear-on-year
surge in the number of
stems processed and a 35%
increase intonnage, reaffir-
ming KIA's position as Indi-
a's leading gateway for pe-
rishable exports for the fo-
urth consecutive vear.

The soaring global de-
mand for fresh-cut roses re-
sulted in a significant boost
ininternational shipments,
withas51% increase in inter-

national tonnage and an
B6% surge in the number of
rose stems exported compa-
red to last vear's data of ni-
ne million stems bound for
international destinations
and 20 million stems ship-
ped domestically. Key inter-
national destinations for
these shipments included
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur,
Sharjah, Kuwait, Auckland,
Amman, Manila, Riyadh,
Colombo, and Abu Dhabi.

The soaring global demand

for fresh-cut roses resulted

in a significant boost in
international shipments, with
51% increase in international
tonnage and 86% surge in the
number of rose stems exported

compared to last year

On the domestic front,
KIA transported 1,344 MT of
roses, marking a 32% incre-
ase from the previous year,
with major cities like Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Jaipur,
Bagdogra, Udaipur, Ahmed-
abad, Apartala, and Chandi-
garh receiving floral con-
signments. The growing de-
mand for rozes across the
country underscores Indi-
a’s expanding floriculture
industry and the increasing

preference for fresh, high-
quality flowers,

This year, KIA broade-
ned its floral export net-
work by adding new desti-
nations such as Abu Dhabi,
Jeddah, Beirut, Tokyo, Bah-
rain, and Dammam.

KIA's state-of-the-art Co-
olport facility, equipped
with world-class cold chain
technology, has been instru-
mental in preserving the
freshness of bloom
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CAT Il upgrade
for RGI airport
main runway

Hyderabad: The GMR Hy-
derabad International Air-
port Limited (GHIAL) has
successfully installed and
commissioned a Calegory
I instrument landing sy-
stem (ILS) and associated
runway lighting system on
its primary runway This
upgrade enables aircraft to
land safely in challenging
conditions with visibility
aslow as 300 metres runway
visual range (RVR).

GHIAL said it has recei-
ved approval from the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to upgra-
de the status of its seconda-
ry runway to CATL Thisen-
hancement will improve its
capabilities to operate up to
an BVR of 550 metres du-
ringany contingency onthe
main runway, Category 1l
ILS provides pilots more
precise guidance through
highly accurate radio sig-
nals and advanced ground
lighting systems.
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‘Night, early morning Silchar-Guwahati flights hikely soon’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, Feb 17: While
residents of the Barak Valley
are amaously awaiting comple-
tion of the East-West corndor
roadway connectmg Silchar
with Saurashtra via the hilly
terram of Dima Hasao
district, Assam’s Minister of
Mines and Minerals, Food and
Civil Supplies, and Barak Val-
ley Development, Kaushik
Rai, has clamed that night fight
operations at the Silchar awrport
are likely to commence soon.

Addressing a gathering of
tea planters at the
124th Annual General Meet-
ing of the Surma Valley Branch
of Indian Tea Association here
on Saturday, Minister Rai said
that besides completing the
much-awaited road network
by January 2026, the State
government led by Dr Himan-
ta Biswa Sarmais also accord-
ing prionty to starting flight
operations on the Silchar-Gu-
wahati route durmg mght and
mormng hours for the conven-
ience of the passengers of this
region.

“The road network from
Barak Valley to Guwahati has
some ghtches and gets affect-
ed during the monsoon sea-

son, which would be ad-
dressed accordingly. We are
highly hopeful that the much-
awaited Silchar-Saurashtra
East-West cormdor via Dima
Hasao district will be com-
pleted and made motorable
by January 2026. Also, while
the flight service from Sil-
char to Kolkata is stable,
there 1s only one flight oper-
ating between Silchar and the
State capital n the afternoon
hours. Realising the need for
better air connectivity be-
tween Silchar and Guwahati,
the government is taking an
initiative so that passenger
fhights from Silchar could be
operated even during the
night hours and early morn-
ing, about which we can ex-
pect some action soon,” the
mimster said.

According to credible
sources at the Silchar airport
in the Kumbhirgram area
here, 1n the current winter
schedule which will be in op-
eration till March 26, there
18 a solitary flight operating
between Silchar and Guwa-
hati every day. The flight with
180 seats arrives from the
Lokpriya Gopnath Bordolm
International Airport at 1:45
pm n Silchar airport and it

departs from here at 2:15 pm.

It may be mentioned that
while the night-landing facil-
ity for flights at the Silchar
airport was made functional
in 2009, the watch hour at the
airport was extended till 6
pm for civil flight operations.
However, keeping in view
the requirement of night
flight connectivity to south-

Lk

ern Assam, the Defence
Ministry had extended the
watch hour at the Silchar air-
port from 6 pm to 8 pm with
effect from March 26, 2017,
vide an office memorandum
18sued on March 15 the same
year. The extended watch
hour is still valid for flight op-
erations, sources added.
Meanwhile, credible
sources at the airport in-
formed that an additional de-

ployment of the Central In-
dustrial Security Force
(CISF) has been approved by
the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs in order to facilitate
flight operations even during
night hours. However, en-
gagement of the additional
force has been delayed due
to certain constraints with re-
spect to the accommodation

of the force at the airport.
When contacted, a senior
official of Airports Authority
of India (AAI) at the Silchar
airport told The Assam
Tribune that regarding the
accommodation issue, sever-
al tenders were floated but
there was no response.
However, a fresh tender
through the GEM portal was
floated recently and the re-
sponse 1s awaited, the AAI

official stated.

Maha Shiv Ratri: Mean-
while, with a view to cele-
brating Maha Shiv Ratr at
the historic Bhuvan Hills
here in a safe and befitting
manner, a preparatory meet-
ing was held at the Cachar
district commissioner’s of-
fice on Saturday.

Cabinet Mimister Kaushik
Rai chaired the meeting and
land stress on meticulous plan-
ming and seamless execution
to ensure a successful and
secure event.

“There 15 a rich cultural
and spiritual significance of
Bhuban Mela, which attracts
thousands of devotees from
across the region. We want
to ensure coordinated efforts
s0 that the devotees can offer
prayers to Lord Shiva in a
hassle-free manner,” the min-
ister said, as he urged upon
all stakeholders to work to-
gether to guarantee a safe and
smooth expenence for visi-
tors. He placed special focus
on mnfrastructure readiness,
ensuring that roadways, sani-
tation, water supply, and oth-
er essential services are pre-
pared well in advance.

Discussions on ways to
improve road connectivity to

the festival's venue, particu-
larly from the Krishnapur and
Motinagar portions leading
to the hill, were held and
funds for road repairs were
announced, with responsibil-
ities divided between the
orgamsing committees and
the forest department. The
PHE department was tasked
with managing water supply
during the event, with organ-
1sing committee members
assisting in distribution to
ensure smooth access to
drinking water for devotees.
It was mentioned in the
meeting that the formal inau-
guration of the Bhuban Mela
gates on both the Motinagar
and Krishnapur sides will be
done on February 25 after a
comprehensive site inspec-
tion 18 conducted by a delega-
tion headed by Cachar district
comrmuissioner Mridul Yadav.
The DC, n his address, iden-
tified public safety as the top-
most prionty for the admin-
istration. He announced the
admimistration’s commitment
to achieving ‘zero accident,
zero death’ at Bhuban Mela
2025, and urged upon every
department to enforce strict
safety protocols to protect
devotees and visitors.
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Air India and IndiGo have a
no-poaching pact, say pilots

A pilots' grouping on Tuesday alleged that Air India and IndiGo
have a tacit understanding not to hire pilots from each other,
sayingthatemployment in the aviation sector should remain fair.
Airline Pilots' Association of India (ALPA India), a member associate
of the International Federation of Airline Pilots' Association
(IFALPA) has flagged the issue to the civil aviation ministry. Air
India and IndiGo did not commenton PTlqueries aboutthe pilots’
grouping's allegations. An IndiGo official said there was no
substance in the allegations. In a letter to Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu, ALPA India said such arrangement, if true,
raises serious legal and ethical questions. PTI
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Delta Jet Flips Upside
Down on Runway,
Passengers Safe

Toronto: A Delta Air Lines
jetflipped onits roof

while landing Monday at
Toronto's Pearson Airport, but all
80 people on board survived and
those hurt had relatively minor
injuries, the airport's chief ex-
ecutive said. Snow blown by winds
gusting to 40 mph (65 kph) swirled
when the flight from Minneapolis
carrying 76 passengers and four
crew attempted toland ataround
2:15 p.m. Communications between
the tower and pilot were normal on
approach and it's not clear what
went sodrastically wrong . AP
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® DELTA PLANE CRASHES BUTALL 80 ON BOARD SURVIVE

Emergency responders operate around a plane on a runway after a plane crash st Toronte Pearson International Airport In Ontario, Canada,
on Tuesday. The DeltaAir Lines jot came down fast, landing so hard that it lost its right wing, then burst into flames. The aircraft slidto a stop,
upside down, leaving atrail of black smoke in its wake. Mirsculously, all 80 people on board the flight from Minneapolis to Toronto survived
the crash on Monday ST
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Plane flips over in freak accident

A Delta Air Lines regional jet flipped upside down upon landing at Canada's CANADA
Toronto Pearson Airport amid windy weather following a snowstorm Toronto ‘;,

People Number
on board of injured

CRJ-900: The plane involved in the incident.
Developed by Canadian aerospace company
Bombardier, it can seat up to 90 people.

Passengers’ ordeal | Weather a factor?

A b i mpy Peter Carlson, a passenger travelling to Conditions at airport
= Toronto for a paramedics conference, o
|and||‘|g said the landing was “very forceful” “all | 51-65 km/hr -8.6°C
— of a sudden everything just kind Wind speed Temperature

The plane slammed down on " ; of went sideways and then next . =
the tarmac and was engulfed thing | know it's kind of a blink Investigators said it was too early to say what

in smoke amid a burst of and I'm upside down still caused the incident but the weather may have
flames. Images showed the strapped in,” CBC News quoted himas | Played a factor. Toronto Pearson Airport earlier
plane missing its tail and one saying. He said when he took off his said it was dealing with high winds. The reported
wing, resting on its roof on | seat belt he crashed onto the ceiling, weather conditions at time of the crash indicated
therunway. g — which had become the floor. a "gusting crosswind and blowing snow".
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TROUBLED LANDING
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Delta Airfines” Flight 4819 sits wpside down on the tarmac after crash-landing at the Toronto Pearson International Airport in Canada on Monday. The
aircraft was carrying 76 passenger s and fowr crew members. While there were no casualties, 18 people, including a child, reportedly suffered injuries.
The airport, which suspended all flights for at least two houwrs after the incident, said that the injured were taken to bocal hospitals. i
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Passenger Jet In Toronto Flips &
Burns, All 80 On Board Survive

TRAGEDY #rcanaag
AVERTED =

21 Hurt, 2Stll In Hospital

TDI!’GHTD FE&HSDH AIRPORT

>
Final Approach
The jet attempted to lend amid

strong winds _and drifting snow

= —

| Last recorded locatid)
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. .f Where the plane came

—
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o l to rest with its belly up

> DL4819 flight from
Minneapolis flipped over on
the tarmac at Toronto Pearson

» Passengers swung upside
down from seats after the plane
flipped. “We hit the ground, and

| \\ International Airport while we were sideways, and then we
e, 0 : landing around 2.15pm EST. were upside down,’ passenger
=3 Wiad gu;:-; m Snow blown by winds gusting | John Nelson said
| per hour when the plane landed » & to GEIIIIII'IH(:: "::“:'s I:F' hour) » CRJ900, made by Canada's
8 WEREEPLORIER A HIC TR Bombardier and powered by GE

Aerospace engines, was about
16 years old. Such passenger

» US carrier Delta said the
CRJ900 aircraft was operated

2025’s FOURTH AVIATION ACCIDENT IN N AMERICA

;13 ;g Tﬁrﬂ::ighp;r t]:aﬁ smg?t[:am ;E '1.} 10 by its Endeavor Air subsidiary jets are often operated for two
collided ne;:' Reagaﬂ planepcrash edin pen'pl:a and had 76 passengers and to three decades, or more. More
National Airport in Philadelphia on Jan.  were killed | fOUr Crew members onboard | than 380 cnﬂngn;:re ﬁd by
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 29, 31, killing the 6 people inaplane | > All survived, 21 were injured, | airiines arou wo

crashing into the Potomac  on board and another | crash in 19 have left the hospitals, with > One of the two wings was no

longer attached to the plane, a
video online showed

River and killing 67 people  person on the ground ' Alaska two people remaining in hospital

for ongoing treatment

PAST PLANE FLIPS

In 2009, a FedEx In 1999, a China In 1997, another | PEARSON AIRPORT'S SECOND MIRACLE | Last major crash
freighter turned Airlines flight FedEx freighter at the airport was on Aug. 2, 2005, when an Airbus A340 landing
over on landingata | inverted at Hong flipped over at from Paris skidded off the runway and burst into flames amid
Tokyo .air;mrt killing = Kong, killing three of Newgtk with no stormy weather. All 309 passengers & crew aboard Air France
both pilots 315 occupants fatalities. Flight 358 survived the crash s e s

elta Flight4819'slanding least18peoplewereinjured,in- the tower and pilot were nor-  a flight attendant helping pas-

D seemed routine — until  cluding one adult and one ch- mal on approach and it’'s not sengersclimb outof the plane,
it wasn't. For the 80 peo-  ild in critical but non-life-thre- clear what went so drastically urgingthemtohurryandtole-

ple on board, the world Iur-
ched immediately after the
wheels hit the ground at To-
ronto Pearson International
Airporton Monday. The plane
sparked and burst into flames
asitskidded along the runway,
then it rolled onto its back, its
right wing shearing off.

Inthe blink of an eye, pass-
engers found themselves han-
ging upside down, still strapp-
ed into their seats as jet fuel be-
gan running down the windo-
ws, said Pete Carlson, one of
those on the flight. “The initial
feeling is just, ‘Need to get out
of this’,” he told CBC News.

But after a string of fatal
aviation accidents over the pa-
st two months, this crash pro-
ved different. Flight attendan-
ts and passengers were able to
help each other out of emerge-
ncy exits and onto the snow. At

atening condition, but everyo-
ne was expected to survive.
Authorities are investiga-
tingthe causeof theaccident,
which occurred amid strong
winds and drifting snow. Offi-
cialssaid 22 of the passengers
were Canadians and the rest
were from other countries.
Avideoonsocial media Tu-
esday showed the moment of
the jet’s crash landing. The vi-
deo, taken from a nearby run-
way, shows the aircraft landi-
ng hard on a snow-covered ru-
nway and then flipping over
amid black clouds of smoke.
The jet, a Bombardier
CRJ900 operated by a Delta
subsidiary, Endeavor Air, was
landing at 2.15pm Eastern ti-
me after a seemingly normal
flight along the busy route bet-
ween Minneapolis and Toron-
to. Communications between

wrong when the plane touched
down. Audio recordings show
the control tower warned the
pilots of a possible air flow
“bump” on the approach.

A video taken from the coc-
kpit of another jetliner waiti-
ng on the tarmac, shows the pl-
ane appearing to hit the runw-
ay hard before bursting into fl-
ames. “Ohnonononono,” the
pilot is heard saying in the
video laced with expletives.

“The second the wheels hit
the ground, everything happe-
ned,” said Pete Koukov, a pro-
fessional skier from Colorado.
“The next thing I know, we're
sideways.” When the plane ca-
me to a stop belly-up, he un-
buckled and lowered himself
to the ceilling of the aircraft,
which was now its floor. “Peo-
plewerepanicking,” hesaid. A
video taken by Koukov shows

ave their belongings behind.
In the aftermath of the
crash, an air traffic controller
told a medical helicopter pilot
who offered tohelp: “Thereare
people outside walking aro-
und the aircraft there.” “Yeah,
we've got it. The aircraft is up-
side down and burning,” the
helicopter pilot replied, accor-
ding to LiveATC audio.
Thecrash islikely tocreate
aviation chaos. Toronto Pear-
son, Canada’s largest and busi-
est airport, was already jugg-
ling delays and cancellations
caused by winter stormes.
Endeavor Air, based in Mi-
nneapolis, is a subsidiary of
Delta Air Lines and the wor-
ld’s largest operator of CRJ-
900 aircraft. The airline opera-
tes130regional jetson 700 daily
flights to 126 cities in US, Cana-
daand Caribbean. acencies
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