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Delhi airport now connects
150 destinations

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Delhi airport operator DIAL on
Monday said the airport now provides connectivity to 150
destinations. On Sunday, Thai AirAsia X launched direct
flights between Delhi and Bangkok-Don Mueang (DMEK),
marking the 150th destination connected to Delhi airpart,
according to a release. Delhi International Airport Ltd
(DIAL) also said it has become the first airport in the
country to connect 150 destinations.

*Of all the long-haul destinations from India, 88 per
cent of destinations are connected from Delhi and 56 per
cent of all long-haul weekly flights departing from India,
operate from Delhi. Almost 50 per cent (42 per cent to be
precise) of long-haul passengers from India chose Delhi
airport as their gateway,” it said. The airport handles around
1,400 flight movements daily. — PTI
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iDeCK to submit report on

2nd airport for Bengaluru
within a week: MB Patil

—
Our Bureau
Bengaluru

The Infrastructure Develop-
ment  Corporation  of
(Karnataka) Ltd (iDeCK) re-
port on a second airport for
Bengaluru will be released
withina week, confirmed MB
Patil, Minister of Large and
Medium Scale Industries.

Responding to a question
in the Assembly, he stated
that once the report is re-
ceived, a proposal will be
submitted to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) to fi-
nalise the location of the air-
port.

Land acquisition will com-
mence following the AAl's
approval of a location, he
added.

Patil previously confirmed
five potental locations in-
cluding Dabaspet,
Nelamangala, Bidadi, and

Harohalli. Earlier this year,
the minister highlighted the
necessity for a second air-
port in Bengaluru.

Last year, the existing air-
port handled 37.5 million
passengers and over 400,000
tonnes of cargo. The airport
is expected to reach its peak
passenger capacity by 2033
and its maximum cargo capa-
city by 2040,
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Delhi Airport connects to 150
destinations, highest in the country

TDG NETWORK

MEW DEL &I

Delhi Adrport has become
the Orsl airport in the
rountry that connects to
150} destinations.

O Sunday, That AfrA-
sin X launched direcl
flights between Delhi and
Banghkok-Don Mueang
(DMEK), marking the 150th
destination vonnected Lo
Della Arrporl.

The new route will op-
erate with Airbus A330
aircraft twice a week,
with plams o increase the
frequency to four times
a weel by mid-January
2035,

I i statemient, Delld In-
ternational Adirport Lim-
ited (D1 AL) highlighted
that over the vears, Delhi
Airport has added more
than 20 exclusive inler-
national destinations,
including Phnom Penh,
Bali Denpasar, Calgary,
Maontreal, Vancouver,
Washington Dulles, Chi-
cago O'Hare, and Tokyo
Haneda, among others.

I

On Sunday, Thai AirAsia X launched
direct flights between Delbi and Bangkok-
Don Mueang (DMK), marking the 150th

destination connected to Delhi Afrport.

In the paast decade, the ar-
port has experienced & 100
percent increase in fransfer
passengers, further solidi
[ying its posiltion as a lead-
ing transit hub in South
Asin

Out of all the long-haul
destinations from Indin
88 per cent of destinations
are connected from Delhi
and 36 per vent of all long-
haul weekly flights de-
parting from India, oper-
ate from the Delhi airport.
Admost S0 per censt (42 per
cent, to be exact) of long-

haul passengers from In-
dia choose Delhi as their
Eatewa

Delhi Airport enables
seamless connections [or
four million domeestic pas-
sengers annually to inter-
national destinations. The
ongoing introduction of
wide-hody aircraft by In-
dian carriers is poised (o
transform Delhi Afrport
into a super-connector
huh, reinforcing its posi-
tion as a leading choice
lormtermamtional aed long-
hanl travel,
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MIAL moves NCLT seeking clarity on sale of Jet aircraft to Ace

e
lrishies il veminL oo
NEW DELHI

umbai International
Airpori Limited
(MIAL), owmed by the

Adani proup, has approached
the Natonal Company Law
Trbunal (NCLT) in Mumbai
secking clarification on the
validity of selling Jot Airways’
three grounded aircraft to
buyer Ace Aviation.

The NCLT has agreed to
hear MIAL's application and
has scheduled the heaning for
14 January to determine

whiether the sale can proceed
ot -lepuiclation. Additionally,
the NCLT has directed the
imvaboed parties Lo formalie
the necessary documentation
pertainimg lo the sale.

MUIAL comtends that follow
iz e Supremie Cowrt s judge-
ment, there is uncertainty
regmnding the survival of the
saleagreement forthe arcraft
as no reseduticin exdsts, and has
urged the NCLT to provide
clarity on this matter.

However, the lenders argue
thatt the sle of the aireralt is
imchrpendent of the resolution
plen and remains valid. They

have asked the WCLT todinect
MIAL to grant them aocess Lo
the parrked aircrafi.

Ace Aviation

In response,
has informed the
court that the sale
is progressing,
with a letter of
possession
already issued.

The company
asserts that MIAL
his o grounds o
ohstruet the sale,
as the proveeds

willbe distributed tocreditors
according to the established
waterfall maschanism, ensunmer

MIAL recenes its share.
On 7 October, the NCLT

ruled that MIAL could mot

MIAL contends

that following the

Supreme Court
verdict, there is

uncertainty about

the aircraft sale
agreement

enfore its lien over the three

croundded mrcraf,
as the sale process
was being con
ducted under an
approved resolo
tion plen involy-
ing the successful
biclcler, thie Jalan
Kalrock Consor
tom LRCL
However, cir

cumstanceschmgped when the
Supreme Court on 7 Novem
Iser, exereising its specil pow

ers under Arlicle 142 of the
Constitintion, ordered Jet Adr
ways intoligquidation after find
ing that JHC filed to comply
with the conditions of the reso
Iuteon plen, incloding the pay
meent of wirport dues.
Following this, MIAL
approached the Natoml Com
pany Law Appellate Tribumal
{NCLATY to seek clanty onits
dues. On 4 December, the
NCLAT directed the NCLT
Murrebu tes bemr MIAL's plea.
The threeaircrall, parked at
Mumibui international airport
since 2018, have been
embrotled in a legal dispute

over ungsid dues.

In 2022, Ace Aviation
seenred the bid to purchase
these arrcraft for L4400 crore.
Havwever, the sale wis halied in
Nowermber 2022 due toadead
Ik within the monitoring
comimitier.

Ace Aviation approached the
NCLT to resolve the impasse.
In Owctobeer 2023, the NCLT
directed the committes (o
resstart and finalize thesale pro
DS, recogmiFEng Ace Aviation
asan eligible bidder. n 20024,
the Supreme Court instructsd
the monitoring committes to
completo the salbe.
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Historic milestone: Delni airport first
in India to connect 150 destinations

PNS B NEW DELHI

Delhj Airport has achieved
a historic milestone by
becoming the first airport in
India to connect 150 destina-
tions and a preferred gateway
for passengers. Thai AirAsia
X has launched direct flights
between Delhi and Bangkok-
Don Mueang (DMK}, mark-
ing the 150th destination con-
nected to Delhi Airport.The
route will operate with Airbus
A330 aircraft at a 2x weekly
frequency, increasing to 4x
weekly by mid-January 2025.
In a statement, Delhi
International Airport Ltd
(DIAL) said it has become the
first airport in the country to
connect 150 destinations.
Over the years, Delhi Airport
has added more than 20
exclusive international desti-
nations, including Phnom
Penh, Bali Denpasar, Calgary,
Montreal, Vancouver,
Washington Dulles, Chicago
O'Hare, Tokyo Haneda, ete.

"Of all the long-haul destina-
tions from India, 88 per cent
of destinations are connected
from Delhiand 56 per cent of

F F R .

all long-haul weekly flights
departing from India, operate
from Delhi. "Almost 50 per
cent (42 per cent to be pre-
cise) of long-haul passengers
from India chose Delhi air-
port as their gateway," it said.
The airport handles around
1,400 flight movements daily.
“In the last decade, the airport
has experienced a 100 percent
increase in transfer passen-
gers, solidifying its position as

. 5 . b I =
a leading transit hub in South
Asia. Of all the long-haul
destinations from India, 88
percent of destinations are
connected from Delhi & 56
ercent of all long-haul week-
y flights departing from
India, operate from Delhi
Almost 50 percent (42 percent
to be precise) of long-haul
passengers from India chose
Delhi airport as their gate-
way,” it added.

L] o .J
"This milestone of connecting
150 destinations is a testa-
ment Lo our unwavering com-
mitment to enhancing global
connectivity and providing
world-class travel experiences.
We are proud to lead India
into a new era of aviation and
remain dedicated to being a
hub of choice for travelers
worldwide," said Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO, Delhi
International Airport Limited.
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Guj to get Il greenfield airports,
including in Vadnagar, Dwarka

Kapil Dave@timesofindia.com

Gandhinagar: Soon, tourisis
and pilgrims will be able to to-
uchdown directly at Gujarat's
populardestinationsof Dwar-
ka and Vadnagar,

The Gujarat povt has fust-
tracked the process to develop
greenfield airports for these
destinations, with a sizeable
allocation from the 202526
budget. Top govt sources say
greenfield airporis are also
being considered at Anklesh-
war, Morbi, Rajpipla, Botad,
Dhordo, Rajula, Dahod, Dho-
lavira, and Palitana as domes-
ticair travel and tourist influx
see a rapid increase, calling
for a need to scale up airport
infrastructure for which abo-
ut Rs 300 crore is expected to
be allocated.

The Vadnagar project is be-
ing planned to cater to both

Gty mages/ 15t ockphoto

Greenfield airports are also being
considered at Ankleshwar, Morbi,
Rajpipla, Botad, Dhordo, Rajula,
Dahod, Dholavira, and Palitana

Vadnagar's growing populari-
ty as a historically important
town and the high pllgrim foot-
fall at Ambaji temple. Work on
these prioritised projects is set
1O COMIMence SHor.
“Preliminary feasibility
studies for the greenfield air-
ports at Dwarka and near Vad-
nagar are complete, Efforts
are underway to finalise land

near Vadnagar and Ambaji to
servenorth Gujarat’s local po-
pulation and tourists visiting
key destinations, Land acqui-
sition will commence in the
forthcoming months,” the so-
urces said.

Govt officials said prelimi.
nary feasibility studies will
also be commissioned soon
for the nine other greenfield
airports at Ankleshwar **Si-
zable budgetary allocations
will be made for these propo-
sed projects in future bud-
pets,” they said.

Officialsalsoindicated the
expansion of Surat, Vadoda-
ra, Bhavnagar, and Porban-
dar airports. “The govt is pre-
paring comprehensive expan-
sion plansforall airportsloca-

teid within municipal
corporations.”
»Continued on P 4

Govt expected to introduce
new civil aviation policy soon

»Continued from P1

adjacent to the Surat

airport is being pursu-
ed due to an exponential in-
crease in demand and the ne-
cessity for facility upgrades.
Vadodara, Bhavnagar and
Porbandar airport facilities
also remained unchanged for
many years and are schedu-
led for expansion and moder-
nisation within two years,”
officials said,

The govi is expected (o in-
troduce a new civil aviation
policy focused on strengthe-
ning regional connectivity
within Gujarat, establishing
efficient, economical and re-
liable air services linking va-
rious cities and towns across
regions to bolster tourism.

The state civil aviation de-
partment and other authori-
ties concerned have begun
drafting a policy for this,

Besides infrastructure as-
sessment, the govi is weig-

.\I:ql.li.‘iillcl-l'l of new land
i

| FUTURE GREENFIELD AIRPORTS |
HIGH'FI-YI“G 1 Dwarka | 2 Vadnagar | 3 Ankleshwar |
4 Morbi | 5 Rajpipla | 6 Botad | T Dhordo

GUJARAT
2 O

hing the possibility of offe-
ring incentives to airlines to
expand air connectivity in
Gujarat. Additionally, autho-
rities are examining the via-
bility of introducing helicop-
ter services connecting Guja-

B Rajula | 9 Dahod
10 Dholavira
a 11 Palitana

GUJARAT

rat’s cities, for which success-
ful implementation of such
models in other states is be-
ing studied. Currently, Guja-
rat does not have significant
inter-city helicopter servi-
ces.



AIRPUHI SAUIHQP!T!‘ (..?F' tNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA BANGALORE 17 DECEMBER 2024

Air India crew member caught with
smuggled gold at Chennai airport

Chennai: A cabin crew member of an Air India flight was
among two persons arrested at Chennal airport for
smuggling 1.7 kg gold worth over Rs 1 crore from Dubai.
Based on inputs shared by Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI}, the air intelligence unit of Customs
intercepted the cabin crew member af the flight that landed
early sunday. He was found hiding gold in paste form inhis
attire. During interrogation, he admitted that it was handed
overto him by a passenger on the same flight. Based on his
information, customs officers also arrested the passenger.
The flyer handed over the gold to the crew member, who
was supposed to deliver it to a receiver outside the airport.
This modus operandi was adopted to avoid the suspicion of
CISF personnel and customs officers, said an official.
Though the cabin crew member claimed he was caught on
his first attempt, agencies doubt it could be otherwise. me
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Flight crew member caught
with smuggled gold at airport

Venkadesan.s
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A cabin crew
member of an Air India
flight from Dubal was arres-
ted on Sunday by Customs
officials on charges of recei-
ving pold from a passenger
onboard to smuggle it outsi-
de the airport. Castoms offi-
cials refused to reveal the na-
mesof thecrew memberand
the passenger, who too was
arrested.

The air intelligence wunit
of Customs intercepted the
cabin crew member on the
fight immediately after it
landed from Dubai early on
Sunday. He was found hiding
the gold in paste form on his
person. The tip-ofl came (o
Directorate of Revenue ln-
telligence (DRI).

During interrogation,
the arrested crew member
said a passenger on the same
flight had handed him the
gold, which weighed 1.7 kg
and was worth more than €1
crore. The passenger too
was arrested.

“The modus operandi is

Only last week, DRI busted
smugglers playing catch with
gold by throwing it over the

glass partition between arrival
and departure areas at the
international terminal to
hoodwink CISF personnel on duty

that the passenger will hand
over the gold to the crew
member on the flight, and
the latter is supposed to deli-
ver it to a receiver outside
the airport,” said a Customs
official.

After the crackdown on
airport ground stafT in lea-
goe with smuggling cartels,
cabincrew are being lured to
keep the business running,
investigators said. Though
the cabin erew member clag-
med this was his first at-
tempt, investigators said on-
Iy further investigation wo-
uld reveal the truth.

Only last week, DRI bus-
ted smugglers playing catch
with gold by throwing it over
the glass partition between

arrival and departure areas
at the international termi-
nal to hoodwink CISF per-
sonnel onduty

As the difference in mar-
ket value of gold in Dubai
and India has shrunk from
26 lakh per kg earlier this ve-
ar to¥3.5 lakh now, the enfor-
cement agencies are puzzled
by the continued attempts at
smuggling, “Itcannot be just
for the value of gold. The ro-
le of hawala operators is su-
spected,” said an official,

Gold smuggling, which
came down in Aug and Sept
due to the crackdown on the
Sri Lankan transit route,
has now regained momen-
fum in new forms, officials
said.
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Airfares in CCI ambit: Govtin RS

—
KR Srivats
Mew Delhi

In a TL"SPDE[EE Lo Cconcerns
over rising airfares and oli-
gopolistic practices in the
aviation sector, the govern-
ment clarified in the Rajva
Sabha on Monday that air-
fares are ‘governed’ by the
Competition Act, 2002,

It said anti-competitive
practices in fixing airfares
are monitored by the Com-
petition Commission of In-
dia (CCI).

The clarification came in
response to an unstarred
question posed by John Brit-
tas. He questioned the gov-
ernment  on  oligopolistic
practices, excessive airfares,
and punctuality issues in air-
line operations.

The query specifically ad-
dressed whether Rule 135(4)
of the Afrcraft Rules, 1937,
empowers the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) to intervene in such
cases.

Responding to the ques-
tion, Minister of State for
Civil Awiation Murlidhar

Mohaol highlighted that air-
fares are determined by mar-
ket demand, supply, season-

ality and
considerations.

While the government re-
frains from regulating air-
fares to maintain competit-
iveness, the CCI keeps
anti-competitive practices,
such as  cartelisation, in
check.

operational

PEAK SEASON FARES
Airlines have been sensitised
to ensure fare reasonability,
especially during peak sea-
sons, the Minister said.

The DGCA has set up a
Tariff Monitoring Unit
(TMU} to monitor predat-
ory or excessive pricing by

airlines, ensuring compli-
ance with Rule 135 of the
Aircraft  Rules, 1937, he
noted.

The Minister further em-
phasised that while the gov-
ernment does not regulate
airfares directly, it ensures
the market remains compet-
itive and passenger interests
are safeguarded.

In instances of exorbitant
pricing, government inter-
vention includes shifting ca-
pacity to high-demand sec-
tors to stabilise fares, he
added.

IMPRESSIVE GROWTH
The aviation sector in the
country, with 830 aircraft
and 12 scheduled commuter
operators, has seen impress-
ive growth in domestic pas-
senger traffic in the recent
Vears,

The government remains
committed to facilitating a
robust and competitive avi-
ation ecosystem while keep-
ing a vigilant eye on anti-
competitive practices
through the CCI and DGCA
mechanisms, according to
Mohal.
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Hoax callers disrupting flights will
faceX1 lakh-1 crore fine, travel ban

|
Our Bureau
Mumbal

Miscreants mu]-:ing hoax
calls about bomb threats to
airlines and airports will now
be put on a no fly list and
shall face a 1 lakh fine.

In case an organisation is
held responsible for hoax
threats, the fine could
stretch up o ¥1 crore.

The Civil Aviation Min-
istry has amended the Air-
craft (Security) Rules, 2023,
to provide for the penalty
following a spate of hoax
calls in October.

TWO NEW RULES
Two new rules have been ad-
ded post the amendment.
The first modification em-
powers the Director General
of Bureau of Civil Aviation
Sccurity (BCAS) to issue
written instructions to air
lines to refuse admission 1o
passengers in the interest of
E:L'{:L:.rity.
Previously, the rule lim-

CALLS PEAK. Damestic airlines received nearly 7,000 threat
calls this year and 680 calls in October alone sanarmw

ited a person’s entry into an
agirport on grounds of
SCCUTITY.

The second amendment
bans communication of false
information to jeopardise
safety of aircraft or airports,
cause panic among passen-
gers and disrupt flights.

Violation will attract fines
ranging from ¥1 lakh to T1
crore, depending on whether
the offender is an individual
oran organisation,

Domesticairlines received
nearly 1,000 threat calls this

year; nearly 680 calls were re-
ceived in October 2024
alone,

This resulted in diversion
of flights and disruprion to
schedules, prompting the
government to revise its
rule.

“Safery and security are
our highest priorities and we
are committed to taking
strictest action against those
behind these malicious acts,”
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu had
said in October.
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DGCA issues second show-cause
notice in a month to Akasa Air

The Directorate General of Givil Aviation (DGCA) on Monday

issued anothershow-cause notice to Akasa Air, stating that its
Director of Flight Operations did not revise the operations

manual within the mandatory six-month period, officials stated

on Tuesday. This is the second show cause notice issued by the |
DGCA to Akasa Air this month. BS REPORTER
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FAKE THREATS FACE HIJACK-LEVEL CONSEQUENCES

Airline Hoaxers to Face a Hard
Landing as New Law Takes Off

Govtamends aircraft
safety rulesamidrise in
hoax bomb threats

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The government has
amended a law governing passeng-
er aircraft safety under which a per-
son making hoax bomb
threats can be placed

onano-fly list or deboar-

ded from the plane. The con-
cerned individual will also

be booked under the law de-

aling with the most serious catego-
ry of aviation security violations
such as attempting to hijack an air-
craft, introducing explosives onbo-
ard or taking hostages.

The latest amendment to the Air-
craft Security Rules follows a spate
of hoax bomb threats to Indian air-
lines in November, causing pro-
longed delays and flight diversions.
In two cases, fighter jets were
scrambled to escort planes of Indi-
an carriers during landing follo-
wing bomb threats.

As many as 1,143 hoax bomb thre-
ats were made to domestic airlines
between August 2022 and Novem-
ber 13, 2024, with a sharp increase

Taking Action

Offenders can be deboarded,
put on a no-fly list, and booked

21,143
\

*  Hoax threats
between
August 2022
and November

13, 2024

New law covers threats
on ground and at airports

BHAVIN G

this year, according to government
data. Of these, 994 hoax threats we-
re reported in 2024 alone, the civil
aviation ministry informed the Par-
llament last month. The amend-
ment became necessary since the
Safety of Civil Aviation Act (SUA.-
SCA), in its original form, was limi-
ted to offences committed when an
aireraft is mid-air: “We want to take
strict action against people who are

behind this when there is a fake or
hoax threat that they are trying to
do; we have to cover the act on the
ground and the airport also,” civil
aviation minister Ram Mohan Nai-
du said recently. The Centre had al-
so made changes to the practice of
responding to bomb threats after it
found a pattern of anonymous soci-
al media handles giving out threats,
which were later deleted.

Earlier; the response procedure
stipulated that any message or call
withaflight number isconsidered a
specificthreat. As per the Bureau of

Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
protocol, anaircraftfacinga
threat
was requi-
red to land
at the nearest possible airport, after
which it was inspected. This chang-
ed to where once a particular threat
is found to be a hoax, similar messa-
ges from that account need not be
treated as specificand theaircraft is
allowed tofly to itsdestination. This
was done to minimise diversions
causing financial loss and passeng-
er inconvenience. If a threat is fo-
und to be substantial, the air traffic
control subsequently informs the
airport which mobilises various re-
sources Including fire brigade,
bomb disposal squads, sniffer dogs,
and in some cases, emergency eva-
cuation systems.
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TOTAL 5 FIRMS CHOSEN FOR PILOT PROJECTS SO FAR

DHL, 2 more shortlisted
fore-comm export hubs

@ Initial centreswill
come up in Mumbai,
Delhiand Bengaluru

FEBUREAU
New Delhi, December 17

THE GOYERNMENT HAS short-
listed three more companies,
including DHL, to run pilots of e-
commerce export hubs (ECEH)
from five more applications, a
seniorofficial said.

The other two shortlisted com-
panies are Go Glocal and Lexship.
With this, the number of companies
that have been selectedto run pilots
forthese hubs has risento five.

Last month, logistics enablerfor
e-commerce Shiprocket and air
cargo handling company Cargo Ser-
vice Centre {CSC}WEEE selected.

Go Glocal and Lexship enable
companies to sell on the global e-
commerce marketplace by offering
logistics solutions.

The newhubswill be comingup
in Mumbai and Bengaluru.Thetwo
companies that were selected last
month will set up facilities around
the Delhiairport.

The ECEH will have facilities for
expedited customs and security
clearance in house. Provision for
quality and certifying agency will
happenwith the hubwhich will also
have the provision of easyreimport
policy. Reimport policy will enable
thereturn of e-commerce consign-
mentsandrejectswithout payment
of import duty.

Based on the feedback received
on running of these pilots, the gov-

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

Wed,
https://epaper.financialexpress.

DIGITAL PUSH TO CROSS-BORDER TRADE

E The country's Design
e-commerce of ECEH
exports estimated
to grow to over These hubs will
$1DO billion ?:gigh:ied areas:
by 2030
1. Fulfilment area
m Global forpacking,
e-commerce labelling, storing
exportshe xpected ® India's e-commerce ity pre dill
; screening and ti
g;‘m . pDrts.is-uniy about A huyerr:? e
trillion billion 2. Customs
in 2030, from compared to China's station where the
$800 bn now $250 billion annually goods will be
customs-cleared
China's e-comm exports were 6 4% aftera buyeris
of total merchandise exports in 2023 found, ready for
compared to India's 1.14% dispatch

ernment willcome outwithdetailed
guidelines for setting up more such
hubs across the country. The guide-
lines may require policy or regula-
tory tweaks in different depart-
ments, the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BACS)and the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT).

According to government esti-
mates, e-commerce exports have
the potential to grow to $100 bil-
lion-plus by 2030 and then further
to 5200-250 billion.

Global e-commerce exportsare
expected to touch $2 trillion in
202 0from 5 800 billion now. India's
exports through this medium is
only about 5 billion compared to
China’s $2 50 billionannually.

China, which is a leader in e-
commerceexports, is also apioneer

18 December 2024

in export hubs for e-commerce.
China's exports through this route
were 6.4% of its total merchandise
exportsin 202 3,whilefor India this
figure stood at 1.14%.

The ECEH will be a key element
in furthering exports through e-
commerce and allowing exporters
from the hinterland to send a
diverse basket of goods. The prod-
ucts that are most amenable for
exports through e -commerce are
pharma goods, textiles, home tex-
tiles, apparel, jewellery, ayush, and
beauty products.

In the Foreign Trade Policy of
2023, the intent and road map for
setting up e-commerce export hubs
were outlined. The applications for
setting up these hubs for running
pilotswere called in late August.

com/c/ 76442838
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Safety is priority,
says Akasa Air CEO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 17

ASSERTING THAT AKASA
Air is an employee-centric
arganisation,its CEO Vinay
Dube has said the airline
always works on improv-
ing its very high safety
standards, amid some
pilots flagging concerns
about alleged training and
safety issues.

Thelittle over two-and-
a-half year-old carrier,
whichoperatesafleetof 26
planes, has around 4,300
amployees,including about
BOO pilots.

“SafetyisAkasa’s prior-
ity, world class safety... We
always look at ways in
which we can continue to
improve ourselves...thisis
a continuous procedure.
We look at our processes,
procedures, training,
structures, reporting,”
Dube told PTI.

Last week, some pilots
had raised concernsabout
alleged training and safety
issues at Akasa Air, and the
airline had rejected them as
baseless and untrue.

Dube, the airline's
founder and CEO, said the
situation for the airline,
which is “"genuinely
2mployee-centric”, is that
there are high levels of
amployee satisfaction.

VINAY DUBE,

FOLINDER & CEQ,
AKASA AR

“Safety is Akasa’s
priority, world
class safety...

We always look

at ways in
which we
can contin-
ue to

improve
ourselves”

“We continue tolook at
how we can build from the
high levels of satisfaction
without being complacent
atall... our pilots havegiven
extremely good feedback,
our pilots are extremely
satisfied and we continue
to find ways to make sure
that we are not compla-
cent,"he said.

Akasa Air, which flies to
27 destinations, including
five international cities,
had a domestic market
share of 4.5% in October.

According to Dube, the
airline is not hiring more
pilots now as thereare "suffi-

cient numberofpilots forour
foreseeable expansion”.

=,

\l.

Airline gets DGCA
show-cause notice

AVIATION REGULATOR
DGCA hasissued a show
cause notice to Akasa Air
for violation of norms
related to the airline's
operations manual,
according to sources.

lines flight operations
team.

So far this month, at
least two show-cause
notices issued by the reg-
ulator to the airline,
which started flying in

When contacted, an  August 2022,
Akasa Air spokesperson Sources told PTT that
said the Directorate Gen-  the watchdoghas founda
eral of Civil Awviation wviolationwith respect to
(DGCA) hasraised certain  the operations manual,
findings for which they  which is required to be
have issued a notice for  revised everysixmonths.
clarification from the air- —PTI
INANCIAL EXPRESS ed. 18 Decenbe @

READ TO LEAD

https://epaper.
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VISION 2030 DRIVES DEMAND

The world's busiest
airline routes in 2024
are largely in Asia

@ Leisure continues
to outshine
corporate trips

LEBAWITLILY GIRMA
December 17

AN ANNMUAL REPORT from
aviation data provider OAG
reveals that seven of the
world’'s 10 busiest interna-
tional airline routes this year
connect destinations within
the wider Asia-Pacific region,
asign ofa long-awaited travel
comeback for Asia.

Two more connect cities in
West Asia.

And one doesn't even fea-
ture abusiness travel hubat all,
proving that leisure continues
tooutshine corporatetrips four
years after the pandemic
broughtitallto a standstill.

To determine the busiest
international and domestic
flight routes, OAG analysed
the volume of scheduled air-
line seats from January to
December 2024,

The routes listed reflect
round trip flights rather than
one-ways in asingle direction.

"With the Asia Pacific
region very close to a full
recovery, the busiest routes
are concentrated inthe famil-
iar major hubs of Hong Kong,
Seoul Incheon and Singa-
pore,”said John Grant, chief
analyst at DAG, in a release.

The Hong Kong to Taipel
route is once again the
world’s busiest international
flight route — a title it last
claimed in 2019,

This year, that single two-
hour trip represented a total
of 6.8 million available seats.

Following in second place
is Cairo to Jeddah, Saudi Ara-
bia, which has had a 62%
increase over 2019 levels.

TRAVEL COMEBACK

Top 10 busiest international flight routes of 2024

1 Hong Kong International Airport -
Tanvan Tac:-yuan Int' Iﬂurpurt Taipei

9 Cairo International Airport -
King Abdulaziz Int'| Airport, Jeddah

3 Incheon International Airport, Seoul-
Marita International Airport, Tokyo

A Kuala Lumpur International Airport,
Kuala Lumpur-Changi Airport, Singapore

5 Incheon International Airport, Seoul -
Kansai Intematmnalhlrpnrt C‘l saka

s B ubai Intemational Alrpu-rt—
King Khalid International Airport, Riyadh

;A Suvamabhumilnt'| Airport, Bangkok- |
Hong Kong International Airport |

8 Soekamo-Hatta Int'l Airport, Jakarta
—Changl.ﬁ.lrpnrt Smgapore

9 Suvamabhumilnt’l Airport, Banglmk
Changi Airport, Singapore

10 John FE Kennedy Int’l Airport, New York -
Heathrow Airport, London

5 4 million scheduled seats or
a 69% increase overpre-pan-
demic numbers,according to
the report.

Dubai to Riyadh is the
sixth-busiest flight route.

“One of the most interest-
ing developments is the
growthin regional West Asian
markets with a particular
emphasis on Saudi Arabia
where theVision 2030 project
continues to drive both busi-
ness and leisure demand,”
added Grant.

Yet,it isn't businesspeople

driving the region’s largest
flight volumesat OAG’s No. 2
spot; it's travelers heading
between Jeddah and Cairo,a
route that seems to point
mostlyto leisure vacations.
Rounding out the list is a
longtime high-ranking route:
Mew York JFK to London
Heathrow.It's the onlytransat-
lantic trip to rank among the
top 10 busiestflights, with four
million scheduledseats—a 5%
increase over 2019 levels—and
the only listed route with
points in either Europe or

In third place is Seoul to  flying between corporate North America
Tokyo Narita, which counts  hubs like Riyadh and Dubai —BLOOMBERG
FIN*NC'AL EKPRESS Wed, 15 December 2@24 ?‘Uﬂ\
meapToieap  https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/764430 "'ﬁ"
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AITOFLY INTO 2025
WITH BETTER GLOBAL

CONNECTIVITY

To improve East-West
intercontinental travel

Offer greater flexibility to
international travellers

Delhi, Mumbai

Hubs chosen for
optimised schedule

North America,
Europe, Australia,
Southeast Asia

Destinations getting
more flights

A350,B777

Flagship aircraft to be
deployed on Southeast
Asia routes

Vistara A321neo,
B787-9

Aircraft to serve
Mumbal to Frankfurt,
Singapore routes

Retrofitted A320neo

]

Fourth daily service from

Seamless travel for those
flying to Bangkok from
US, UK, France

Flight add-ons
Latest cabin interiors
Fully flat beds in

business class

—
onmaee e
Wi-Fi connectivity L2

Travellers
. . from

London,
Paris and Frankfurt
can now easily take
one-stop connections

to Sydney and

Melbourne in Australia
and to points like
Banghok, Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur, and Ho
ChiMinh City via Delhi

—Official

Aircraft to serve Delhi-Bangkok route from Jan 16
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Government says it generally refrains from
regulating airline fares but remains vigilant

NEW DELHI: The povernment
on Murlda'lr' said it g:ncmﬂ}'
refraing from regulating air-
fares to maintain market com-
petitiveness bt reraine wigilant
and intervenes to shift capac-
ity from one sector to another
Lo prevent exorbitant pricing.

Amid concerns in certain
quarters that air ticket prices
are on the rise and there is a
need o make them more afford-
able, Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol told
the Rajya Sabha that airfares
have moderated in 2024, rela-
tive to 2023,

“With the enhancement of
capacity |:q- induction of more
aircraft fleet, modernisation of

airports and development of

new airports, domestic pas-
senger traffic has increased 1o
153,674,310 in 2023-24 as com-
pared to 136,028,656 in the year
2323,

“Even in the current finan-
cial year 2024-25, as of Octo-
ber, domestic passenger traffic
has reached 93,002,510, sur-
passing the Cul'rl.'ﬁl:li]l‘.ld.LEIH fl.s—
ure of 87,995,187 for the fiscal

year 2023-24, thereby reflect-
ing an impressive growth rate
ol 5.7 per eent,” Mohol said in
a written reply.

Besponding to queries from
CPI-M member from Kerala
John Briitas, the minister also
said that given the complex
dynamics of the Indian avia-
tion industry, the government is
playing the role of a facilitator by
way of creating enabling envi-
romument o support the growth
of the sector:

“Adrfares are not subject to
regulation by the government
and airlines have the flexibil-
ity to determine their airfares
based on their operational
needs, while adhering 1o Rule

135 of the Adrcraft Rules, 1937

“While the government
generally refrains from reg-
ulating airfares lo maintain
markel competitiveness, how-
ever, il remains vigilant, and
the government intervenes to
shift capacity from one sector
to another to prevent exorbi-
tant pricing o ensiure passen-
ger comfort and welfare,” the
minister said.

According to him, airlines
have been sensitised to ensure
r:asunabi]i}r while fixing the
airfares and to keep passen-
gers’ interests in mind, and
notably, during festival sea-
sons, a decrease in airfares was
observed in various seclors. Ml



AIRPUHISAUI HOU PITW (JF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHI 18 DECEMBER 2024

2nd showcause notice by
DGCA to Akasa Air in Dec

MNew Dethi: The DGCA has ssued
a showcause notice to Akasa Air
for violation of norms related to
the airline's operations manual
This is the second notice by the
DGCAto the airline this month
An Akasa spokesperson sald the
DiCA has raised findings for
which they have issued a notice
for clarification on flight
operations team. ENS
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Up to Z1cr fine
for flight bomb
hoax calls

New Delhi: After around
1,000 flights received hoax
threats this year, which cost
airlines dearly and caused ex-
treme inconvenience to pas-
sengers, aviation ministry
has notified new rules to curb
this menace,

Noted aviation lawyer Ni-
tin Sarin says punishment for
issuing hoax threats falls in
highest level of contravention
and penalties that provides for
afineof Rs1lakh foranindivid-
ual; Rs 50 lakh for a small orga-
nisation; Rs 75 lakh for a medi-
um organisation and Rs1crore
for a large organisation.

Under the new rules, govt
has also granted BCAS the au-
thority to deny boarding or re-
move flyers from aircraft “in
interest of security”. The noti-
fication, issued on Dec 9, pro-
vides for two actions by amend-
ing Aircraft (Security) Rules,
and is in effect now. tn
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