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Air Cargo Sector Thrives in a World of Tariffs

Air freight traffic from India surges led by pharma products, smartphones as exporters prefer reliability & speed amid Red Sea crisis

Forum Gandhl, Vikas Dandekar
EWritankar Mukherjee

Mumbai | Kollata: India’s air fre
ight sector is ridingasurge in promi.
um shipments overseas, led by phar
maceuticals and smartphones, as
exporters prioritise reliahility and
specd over costs inaworld where un-
prediciable tarils have spawned
multiple trade barriers

Alrports Authority of India (AAT)
data show international freight traf-
fic rose 4.1%, domestic 5.9%, and to-
tal freight 4.8% between April and
September in FY'26, compared with
the previous yvear. This comes at s (-
me when the World Bank, n June,
cut its 3025 global prowih forecast to
2.3%. citing “helghtened trade ten-
sions and policy uncertainty”

LATA said Asia-Pacific airlines saw
cargo demand jump 6.8% on year in
September, while capacity was up
4.8%. Overall demand rose 2.9% YoY
in September—the seventh straight
manth of growth.

But the story isn't just about volu
mes: Trade patterns are shiflting.

With new US tarifl policies and

the end of de minimis exemptions,
demand on North America-Asia
moutes has weakened, Cargo flow
within Asia and betwesn Asia and
Evrope, Africa, and the Middle
East Is booming. balancing out the
decline in North America-Asiade-
mand. [ATA director general 'Wil-
Lie Walsh added that air cargo is
adapting well to these changes. not
collapsing under them.

Behind these figures lies n stroe:
tural shift in India's export mix,
making aircargo the preferred mo-
de for high-value, time-sensitive
shipments.

SPEEDOVERCOSTS
Pharmaceutical exporters rely on
air for vaccines, injectables, and
specialty formulations reguiring
temperature-controlled transport

While sea freight remains rele
vant for supplies of row materials
(known as bulk drugs in industry
pariancoe) that go into making tab-
lets and capsules or oral products,
“critical” consignments like injec-
tables used in eritical care or can-
cor treatment now almost exclusi
vely move by air
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"Prior to the pandemic, sea roi-
tes dominated India’s pharma ex-
port logistics, But once Covid hit,
container availability became a
bottleneck and frelght rates soa-
red, Exporters switched to adr fre-
ight not by cholce, but necessity”
sald Namit Joshi, chairman of
Pharmexeil, the apex body that
represenis pharmaceutical ex-
porters. Yet, exporters still prefer
air for “high-value, low-volume
conslgnments—typleally formu-

latlons, injectables, or temperato
re-controlled products.”

Alr shipmenis to Europe or the
US now take 4872 hours, depen-
ding upon the route followed and
destination, compared with 50-60
days by sog

Besides, cxperts say son routes
may risk the stability of dropgs as
some routes are exposed to excess
humidity

“Insome cases, power outages ha-
ve added 1o dnmages. We are very

cost-conscious about freight rates
but the losses from damaged bat-
ches could be high in certain
drugs,” noted a senlor executive in
stpply chain management ina lea-
ding pharma company.

Pharma exports rose 7.3% yoar
on-year to $12.76 billion in April.
August 2025, led by formulations
and biologics, with the US, UK and
Brazil as top buyers. Geopolitical
disruptions, such os nttacks on ves-
sels in the Red Sea, foreed carriers
to reroute via the Cape of Good Ho-
pe, adding nearly two weeks io Eu-
rope-bound sea cargoadding time.

BANKING ON PHONES
Elsctronics, led by smariphones,
form the second major growth eng-
ine. India’s electronlcs exports siir-
ged 41.9% vear-on-yvear to $22.2 hil-
lion In April-September 2025, with
smartphones jumping 58% (o
$15.98 billion. Apple and Samsung
dominate outbound shipments (o
the US, while brands like Motorola
also expori handsets. Apple now
sounrces most iPhones destined for
the US from India.

“As Apple was shifting the US so-

urcingof {Phonesfrom China toln-
dia this fiscal, they were In a rush
and opted for air lifting of ship-
ments toensure there is no shorta-
gethere. Alrshipmentsare costlier
thun the sen route, but the lead time
1% 34 davs as compared to a month
for the latter," said an industry ex-
ecutiveaware of Apple’s plans.

Aiul B Lall, MD of Dixon Techno
logies, said the momentum seen in
mobile exports could repeat in
ﬂEhl"rl':liL'Hlll'll".'-.

“The way India became a hub for
mobile exports in 4-5 years, the co-
untry can become a hub for I'T pro-
ducts too,” he sald, adding that ex-
porters are scaling shipments of
televisions, appliances, |aplops
and components, supported by
ongoing free trade nepotlations
with the EU, UK and EFTA.

Other high-value goods are also
increasingly moving by air
Gems, jewellory, precious motals,
and perishables such as Nowers,
seafood, and fruits rely on rapid,
secure transport. Luxury goods,
specialisod machinery, and auto
motive components are also part
of the mix



AIRPORTS AUTH

ORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

DELHI

18 NOVENMBER 2025

e GLITCH WAS REPORTED IN AUTOMATIC MESSAGE SWITCHING SYSTEM

AAIfast-tracks upgrade to new messaging system after tech glitch at Delhi Airport

Devansh Mirtal

New Dethi, November I7

IN LIGHT of atechnical glitch
it Dhelhid's Ineliim Gandhi Inter
national Airport earlier this
month that disnupted Oght op-
erations, authorities have de-
cided to fast-track the oper-
ationalisation of a new system
which will replacetheolder Adr
Traffic Control (ATC) messag-
I systen, sourees tobd The In-
dian Exprress,

Adrport officials discovered
a glitch in the Automatic Mess-
age Switching System (A MSS)

at the country's busiest almpon
on Movemberathat led toflight
plans being processed man-
ually by the ATC system for
frofe than a day.

This resulted in more than
BO0detays amnd cancellations of
flights cascading to almpons as
far as Mumbai and took
multiple days torecover.

AMHS thenewer and mone
advanced system, was
supposed to comimence oper-
ations in April 2026, but after
the recent incident, the time-
line was squeezed, a source
sabd, adding that it will now be

made operitional by January
by the Airport Authority of
Incliz (AAd),

AMSS & on automated sys-
e, whikch receives, processes
and ransmits aeronautical
messages, such as Might plans,
departure and arrival detalls,
delav and cance llation mess-
ages, meteorological and
NOTAM updat es between the
ATC, pirkines and flights,

I lndis, it operatesinahub
angd spoke model, There are 16
mugjor alrports, neluding Delhi,
Mumbai and Kol kata airports,
which act as the hijbs. The siir-

The glitch on November & led to flight plans being proces sed
mianislly by the ATC system at the ak port for more than a day. i

rounding airports are the
spokes that lunction underthe
AMSS of these hubs.

Whil e AMSS con only trans-
il messages bn text format,
messages on Aeronautical
Message Handling Systeimn
(AMHS) can carry any kind of
digital information, including
texct, graphics, images, files, da-
tibases, audio and video.
AMHS also has much higher
functionality and high trans-
mission reliability.

Another significant differ-
ence isthat the main server of
thie A MHS has to beinstalled at

one airport amd all other air-
ports are connected toik.

The main server his been
installed at Mumbai's Chhatra-
path Shivaji M abhara) Inte ma-
thoral Adrport and the backup
server 15 at Delhi

The Mumbal alrport al-
reachy has hid an AMHS systam
since 2001, with connections es-
tablished 1o Singapore dnd
Nepal. Now, all airports across
the country are belng bought
ontothe system, A source sakd
thut while the hardware instal-
laticn atall airpons scomplete,
trining for airlines will be fm-

paertey] mext month

The 1G1 Alrport has wit-
nessed disruptions due 1o rea-
sonsrang ing from AMSS cmash
to incidents of GPS spoofing as
well as a crmsh of airlines log-in
Systems, “Aviation [san emerg-
ing chalenge for India, as well
as an opportunity. .. Over the
last six months, AAl has pre-
pared 4 madmiap for upgrada
tion and modernisation of all
the 112 alrports it manages by
2029, This will also inchode ex-
pansion of our traiming fecil-
ities in Pravagraj, Gondia and
Hyderabad " anofficial said.



AIRPUR FISAUT HOF-?!TY UF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHL 18 NOVEMBER 2025

Navi Mumbai
airport to start
with 16 local links

—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

MNavi Mumbai airport will see
23 daily departures in the
first month of its opening on
December 25 and this will
scale up to 34 from Febroary
with the start of round the
clock operations. The airport
will connected to 16 do-
mestic destinations in the
first phase with services by
Akasa Air, Air India Express
and IndiGo. IndiGo will op-
erate the first flight from
Bengaluru arriving at 8 am.
The first departure will be to
Hyderabad operated by In-
diGo at 8.40 am In the first
month the airport will oper-
ate for 12 hours { 8 am to 8
pm) with up to 10 flights per
hour“Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport is conducting
comprehensive operational
readiness and airport trans
fer trials in collaboration
with all stakeholders, includ-
ing security agencies and air-
line partners.
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Navi Mumbai airport
to begin commercial

flights from Dec 25

-

r

s e Ml

In the first month of operations, NMIA will operate for 12 hours starting 8 am.

Druring its first phase of operations, NMEIA will have the capacity to handle absout

20 million passengers annually, thereby easing pressure on the Chhatrapatl

Shivajl Mahars] International Alrport in Mumbai

AJIHICEA BAWALE
Murmbax, 17 Mosarnber

INDIGO, AIR INDIA EXPRESS,
AND AKASS AIR WILL BEGIN

PRI, (ECRLTAR_ADA R

OPERATING SERVICES DURING
THE AIRPORT'S INITIAL
LAUMCH PERIOD

The Mayl Mumbal Internarional Alrport
[NMLANwI bezin comimercdal operathons
on December 25 with 13 scheduled
daily deparmures, increasing to 34 from

Febmary 2026

Inthe firse month of operationg, NMLA
will operate for 12 houss staring at 8 am.
During the first month, the alrport will
mamage up 1o 10 flight movements per
hour. The alrport was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modl on
Dcrober 8 thils wear.

Trseudd e phe inssigueni gl o arrve
ar WMIA will be an IndiGo 6E460 from
Bengaluny, scheduled to towchdown at
Exo0 AM. An IndiGo GEBS2 will depart for
Hydernbuad st 840 AM. marking the first
oarbounad service fromm the mew alrport.

IndiGa, Alr Indks Express, and Akmsa
Alr will begin operating services during
the Indrial lnunch period a1 the aloport

"To efesire & Seambess start, NMIA s
conducting comprefenatve Operational
Readiness and Alrport Trassier (DRAT]
trials In collaboration with all stake-
holders, Incloding security agencies and
alrline partnes. Further strengrhening s
preparedness, the Central Industrial
Securlty Force (CISF) was formally
Inductad ar NMIA on 20 October 2025,
with deployment scross key alrport fuse-
tions,” It sadd ln @ statement.

During its first phase of operntions,

MMIA will hove the eapacity to handie
abour 20 million passengers annoally,
thereby easing pressure on the Chhatra-
pari Shivaji Mahsra| International Alrport
[CSMIA) in Mumbai

Tise new alrporr will have o capacity o
handle 0.5 million metrie tonnes of cargo
annuallyin the iniria) phace.

NMLA will be the second alrpor
serve the Mumbal Metropalitan Region
[MMBR). CSMIA handles over 50 million
passangers prmaally,

MMLA |s a Public Privaie Pannership
(FPP) betwoen Mumbal Internationsd
Adrpor Limited (MIAL]L & subsidlary of
Adand Alrports Holdings Limited (AL,
which holids:a majorny stake of 7 per cent,
whlle the City and Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation  of  Maharashirs
Limited (CIDCO), o Governmeant of Mals-
rashira undertaking, holds the remaining
265 pet CEnL

Dervedoped over 1,160 hectnnes by Mav
Mumbal Interatlonal Alrport Limited
[NMIAL), the alrpor Is planned with two
murmwaysand & projected handling capac-
Iry of nins crore passengers annually in
the longierm.
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Ground handling delays frustrate Chennai airport passengers

HD Bureau
CHENNAI
—

Chennai International Ai-
TPOrt's PASSEngers continue
to endure pmlonged delays
and inefficiencies at the gr-
ound-handling services,
which have plagued the ai-
rport for months. The ch-
aotic scenesatthe airport
have becorme a fam iliar sight
for many, with passengers
facing long waiting times,
delayed baggage delivery,
and disorganised transit
maovements. The disruptions
are largely atributed to the
absence of an approved re-

placement for Celebi, the
Turkish ground-handling
com pany whose licence was
revoked earlier this year by
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation.

Celebihad been ope-
rating at Chennai Airport
for several years, prov-
iding ground-handling
services, including bag-
gage handling, cargo lo-
ading, and nircraft ser-
vicing.

However, its operations
came to an abrupt hale
when the DGCA deter-
mined that Celebi was in

violation of Indian avi-
ation regulations, leading
to the suspension of its
licence.

Sincethen, the airport
has struggled to find an
approved replacement
that can meet the dem-
ands of a rapidly growing
passenger base. The de-
lays have caused signi-
ficant inconvenience to
passengers, particularly
those arriving on inter-
national flights, who have
faced extended waits for
their checked-in luggage.
Many have also expressed

- - . B
Celebi had been operating at Chennai

Airport for several years, providing
ground-handling services

frustration with the inef-
ficient transit process, which
has caused disruptions for
both departing and arriving
flights.
This has left passengersand
airlines alike seeking ans-
wers, with some even que-
stioning whether the airp-
ort's infrastructure is able to
handle the growing volume
of air traffic.
Afrportofficials have ac-
knowledged the challenges
posed by the situation but
have cited the lack of a sui-
table replacement as the
primary reason for the on-

going disruptions. The se-
arch for a new ground-
-handling parmer has pro-
ven to be more complex than
anticipated, as the new pr-
ovider must meet stringent
regulatory standards set by
the DGCAL

These standards are de-
signed to ensure the sa-
fety and efficiency of
operations at the airport,
but they have also crea-
ted a bottleneck in the
selection process. Asthe
airport's ground-h-
andling services continue
to strupgle, many airlines

have been forced to adj-
ust their operations to
mitigate the impact on
passengers. Some have
even resorted to depl-
oying additional staff to
manage the delays, while
others have worked with
LeMmporary service pro-
viders to alleviate the st-
rain on the airport's re-
SOUTTCES.

Despite these efforts, the
problem persists, and
passengers are left to
contend with a system
that remains ill-equipped
o handle their needs,
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NMIA to begin commercial
operations from Dec. 25

Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) has
announced that it will begin commercial
operations on December 25, In the first month, it
will operate for 12 hours between O&:040 hrs

and 20:00 hrs, handling 23 scheduled daily
departures. During this period, the airport will
manage up to 10 fight movements per hour,
Dwuring the initial launch period IndiGo, Air India
Express, and Akasa Air, will provide connectivity
from Navi Mumbal to 16 domeste destinations.
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Army officer who assaulted
airport staff put on no-fly list

il el et e

NEW DELHE: Major loafisn air
b, Borve hasiresd e srrrey ol
v who alogodly assawed logr
members of the Spiceet stadl s
Srinagar alrpoert in July, an
sction prompiod by the severity
of the anack that keft oo of the
cmpioyees swovercly ingared offi-
chals ywasy of the dotails said on
Monday.

“IndiCeo, Adr lmdin Adr bnadia
Express and Akssa Air have
mporsed @ bam,” one of the ol
chals sand oo condioon of am>
ity “This was dooe takdng
e sceount the grucsomie
nuture af the ariack that keft one
of the conployess with two frac
mares om his hack making him
bedndden for threr momtha ™

The incident took place on
July 26, &1 the bossrding pase of
Might S0 186 from Snnagar o
DneliBsi

Accodding o Spaockel’s St
e prbedrod after the inciden,
the dispate began after sall
informed the officer. who was
later Wentified i Lwulonant
Colonel Ritesh Komar Singh
thal his two cabsn bags weighod

INDIGO, AIR INDIEAL
AR INDLA EXPRIESS
AND AKASA AIR
HAVE IMPOSED A
BANONTHE

ARMY OFFICER

Mg, more than double the 7kg
lemiy

“When politdy indormed of
the o e buggaee and abood to
pay the applicable changes, e
st refused and forecfully
entered the srobidee without
conplrting the boarding prooss

a Sear violathon of svistion
sccurity profocels. He was
cxcortod back to the gate by a
CI5F official.” the adrline hoad
s~ Ax the gate, the passenger
Eew TR aerewshve and
plovsecally ashedtod four mem-
bers of the Spicelot groundd
seadl”

A video of the Incdenl. s
ingt the officey himing walf with a
queuc sand, was widely ciroe-
o] oo Ausgund 3

“The airline cmplovees weiy
subjecied to grave physical
abwrse 5 wdl o life- threateneng

vidletar anwd gricvonss hun wivn
the poarngyT shapewed. punched
and kicked them (o ihe back
face and abdomen.” a scoond
alficusl aware of the details said
o Moanday
“The sty and condpgt of the
unruly passcrger in the video
ciearly showed that e was the
first s 10 IEa L S54aal and of
hit the complamants, and not
Viee verih There was no proves
cagon of Faarmilksteon to the pos-
senger since whol was being
soegrhil broem bern o coropdy |
ment fof exiva bageage) s a
normn that o followed by all sic-
hines Henoe, such grave pinrsical
A 1 abmotutc by Ehacors-
bie: im 2oy scenario,” he added.
Officials said the collective
SN s Bovevary o sl a
strong, me-sage aboot the salcty
of frontline svianos weorkers
whe often L sgrressie bl
b w e erdorTing basic rubes.
“This lewel o vialenos cammot
be nodrmralised.” a scnbor offozal
sand, also on anoonTiSY . adding
that the ban reflects a 2er0 ioler
ancr agparonch soroes e socsor
To b wie, the pavschiges, s
per ol svimtion rules (CAR)L
hana reeh to appeal (e ban
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Navi Mumbai to see
flights from 25 Dec

v Munbai Intermstimall Abrport
N INAIEAY will start comsmeseial fight

operalions i 25 December and
imiiakly, these will be 25 afedubed daily
dlejrartiines.

Inthe fisst moath, e ainpsort will operale B
12 howrsbetween 8 ul:lmul-‘ij:m.luunilillu I3
sbethuded claily departures. During this period,
thie= adrghort will manage iga 1o 10 gt
ey e e s e B, aonelesse sxid on Mooday,

T airpuort Bias b lesesdopend by Mavi
Mumbai Inderrations Airguort Py Lic, aspecial
prrpsas vihicle jointly oamesd by Adand Groap
] thie Uiy and Dndhistrial Developose o
Corporaitivmof Malershira L {CTDOOL.

ML Uhee sevcrd oo aispor in e
Mumbai Metropaditan Regdon, was inauguirstes|
I Prieme Minkster Narendra Modion B Ociober .
Iy 1o iminiad b, thee sairport will hamedle
e LA air traflic movensents daily. FT
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Flyer held with $40K at city airport: Customs officials at
the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport on Sunday
CAUGNT @ passenger witn $4u,0uy, amoun-
Ll ting to approximately Rs 35.1 lakh. The
] officials had been tipped off by the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF). The pas-
senger departing on a flight to Dubai was
intercepted and his baggage checked. The
foreign currency was found concealed in
two white envelopes. The currency has
been seized under the Customs Act, 1962, and FEMA regulations,
according to a release by the customs department. Officials said
that the person is being questioned for further investigation into
the source of the money and its intended destination.
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Empty cartridge found from flyer's
baggage at Vadodara airport

Vadodara: An empty cartridge
was found in the bagof’ apasseng-
er at Harni airport in the city on
Saturday, The security personnel
discovered the cartridge during
baggage screening and questio-
ned the passenger, identified as
Pavankumar Hanumanthapa,
who works for a private company
in Karnataka.

He told police that he was in

Turkey for some work and retur-
ned to Mumbai on Nov 13. From
there, he came to Vadodara. He
stayed for two days and was lea-
ving for Mysore through a con-
necting Mumbai flight on Satur-
day when he was caught. He told
the police that he found the emp-
ty cartridge in Turkey.

The police took note of the in-
cident, but no FIR was filed.

17 NOVEMBER 2025
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Air India to resume

Delhi-Shanghai flights

Hew Delhi: Air India will resume

flights between Delhi and
Shanghai from February 1,
2026, marking the resumption
of the airfine's direct services
to mainland China after nearly
six years, The airliner also said
it plans to intreduce non-stop
services between Mumbai and
Shanghai in 2026, subject to
regulatory approvals. en



AIRF‘UR 'SAUT HOF{IT ‘r DF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHL 18 NOVENMEER 2025

SC seeks responses from
Centre on airfare volatility

—
Press Trust of India
Maw Dalhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought responses
from the Centre and others
on a plea seeking binding
regulatory guidelines to con-
trol the “unpredictable fluc-
tuarions” in airfare and an-
cillary charges imposed by
private airlines in India.

The apex court agreed to
hear the petition filed by so-
cial acrivist 5 Laxminaray-
anan, who has sought to es-
tablish a robust,
independent regulator thar
ensures Transparency and
passenger profection across
the civil aviation sector.

A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep

Mehta issued notices to the
Centre, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation and the
Airports Economic Regulat-
ory Authority of India seek-
ing their responses on the
plea and posted the matter
tor hearing after four weeks,

The plea claimed thar all
private airlines have, without
any credible justification, re-
duced the free check-in bag-
gage allowance for economy
class passengers from 25 kg
to 15 kg, “thereby converting
what was earlier part of the
ticketed service into a new
revenue stream”.

The plea said the wealthier
few can plan and book in ad-
vance, while economically
weaker citizens are forced to
buy tickets at the peak of
SUrge pricing.
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A-ltostart
Delhi-Shanghai
tlights after 6 yrs

Alr India will resume flights
between Delhi and Shanghai
from Febmary 1, 2026, mark-
ing the resumption of the air-
line"s direct servicesto
mainkand Chinaafter nearty
sixyears, Alr India will operate
flights four times aweek
between Delhi and Shanghai
with its Boeing 787-8 aircraft
that will have 18 business amnd
238 econonny class seats.
Shanghai will be the 48th
internarional destination tobe
served by AirIndiagroup.  eni
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Alto resume
flights to
China after
six years

REUTLRS
Hew Daelhi, Hovambaer 17

AR INDUA 41D on Monday it
willl resame Mow Delhi China
Tl bris xtzrving Fehnaary 2024,
nearlysixyears alier suspen
sion,as exentdi plomatic steps
areseen as cautiposly reapen
b bt Lonbcs,

The carrizrwas also plan
ning to launch a
Muzmbad - Shamghai mvie later
pext vear, subject Loy ulatory
approvals, it said

"The reinetatement of Alr
India's services to Shanghal
follows recent Indis-China
diplomatic agreements that
restored theakrlinks pansedin
varfy T0E0" Al Inddia sakd ma
staterment, China's Cuangrh oa
Baiyun International Airport
last month announged flights
Lt ween Lhe (wo nations e
et to resume

Prime Minister Narendra
Wi viasitin] Chilise sailier Wiis
year to attend a meet g of e
SC0 eypmalsecurity bloc Modi
and Chinese President X1 [in
ping apresd that Ieella and
Chinawere development part-
pers, not rivals, and discussed
ways to strengthen mmde ties
amid golal uncertalnt
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Air India to restart Shanghai
flights from Feb. 1 after 6 vears

Air India on Monday became the second Indian
airline to announce the resumption of Tights 1o
China, after a gap of nearly six vears, with the
Deelhi to Shanghai service set to resume from
February 1. The Delhi- Shanghai fighes will
operate four imes a week. Air India said it will
use its Boging TRT-8 aircraft, featuring 18 flat beds
in Business Class and 238 spacious seats in
Economy Class. The airline also plans woe
introduce Mumbai- Shanghai flights.
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O Hinhustan Times

Airbus eyes potential
larger version of A350

Reuters
feedback@livemint com

DUBAI: Airbus is studying a
potential larger version of its
A350 jet [amily, Christian
Scherer, chief executive officer
(CED) of its commerecial plane-
making business, said on Mon-
day a5 Dubai's Emirates ignited
a fresh debate about larger and
more capable twin-engined
jets.

The comments to Reuters
came shortly after Boeing said
it would study a potential
stretched version of its delayed
777 X atreraft family after sell-
ing 65 of its current largest
maodel to host carrier Emirates
on day one of the Dubai Afr-
show,

Airbus has considered a
larger version of its A350 series
before in order o counter Boe-
ing’s #00-seat 777-9, which is
an upgraded version of its |ong-
standing 777 mini-jumbo. Both
planes have replaced the indus-
try's icomic four-engine jumbios.

Industry executives say Air-
bus' idea for a bigger plane was
previously alred under the
label A350-2000, at a time
when Boeing was already
studying a potential 777-10X

Asked whether Alrbus was
studving this again, Scherer
said “yes™ and added: "A num-
ber of our customers are telling

/ -
‘ﬁr""g*'_ .__F
Qd 4

Airbus chief executive officer
Christian Scherer.

us...please look at strerching it
because it could be a formida-
ble solution for us as we grow,
and that is what we are looking
ar”.

The drive overlaps with
efforts to improve the A350-
1000 for Gulf conditions where
engines show wear and tear
more guickly.

Airbus lailed o win sales of
the A350-1000 to Emirates at
the previous Dubai Alrshow in
2023, when the airline took
issue with the maintenance
performance of its Rolls-Royee
Trent XWB-97 engine and
opted for the smaller, more
widely used AZH0-900,

Rolls-Royee is investing in
improvements to that engine,
leaving room to both address
Emirates’ concerns and create
space for potential growth, said
Scherer.
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# THIRD AIRLINE TO RESUME DIRECT FLIGHTS BETWEEN IND 1A, MAINLAND CHINA

Air India announces Delhi-Shanghai service from February 1

SukalpSharma
Mew Delhd, Nevember I7

TATA GROUP aidine Air
Lnscdia will start operating non-
stop Nights between Delhi
and Shanghui from February
1. marking {14 retiirn o midn-
land Ching after nearly six
viars Following the resimg-
thonof direct fight conmectiv-
Ity between the two countres
in October, Afr Indin is the
third pldine to announce
non-stop - sendces  between
India and mainland China.
IndiGo and Chinese carrier
Chinn Enstern have already

started operating Mights con-
necting Indin and the Chinese
mamland

“The reinstoiement of Air
India’s services to Shanghal
follews recent  Indin-Chins
diplomatic agreements that
restored the alr Enks paused
In eardy 2020 Alr Indin frst
launched non-stop S=rvices
tomainland China inOctober
2000," Alr India sald Monday,
The aidine also mtends 1o |
produce non-stop Nights be-
tween Mum bai and Shinghad
Inthe coming year. subject o
regulatory approvals,

Alr Indin will operate four

times o week between Delhi
and Shanghal using ks twin-
s e Boetng 787-8 airaruf. the
alrline sakd.

IneblGo was the first alrline

o mesume direct services to

China with flights connecting
Kolkata and Guangzhou from
late October, Earlier this
mamth, It launched disect
Nights betwesn Delhl and
Cuangzhow, while China

Eastern started direct flights
between Delhi and Shanghai,

Before these services, with
the exce ption of the Chinese
special admindsirative region
of Homng Kong, lndin and
China had no diea Rights
since early J020, just before
CONID-19 was declored d o
bl pand #mic,

Direct Dight connectivity
between India and China was
initinBy suspended due o the
pandemic, which had
brotight much of the interna
tional Night operations o a
grinding hah globally, As the
Indin-China bilateral mla-

tionship soured following the
standoffin Eastern Ladakhin
2000 and remained frigid
et this suibseduent years, di

rect [lights between the two
nations did not esume de-
spite nir connectivity return

ing to prepandemic levels
globally,

Lack of dirsct Nights k= (o
high oirfares and long trowel
tmes for those fying be-
mween India and China, as
they had to take connecting
Mights from hub airports in
Sourheast Asfa.

FULL REPORTOM
WL END ANEXPRESS.COM
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Air India to resume flights
to Chinain February

tr Dinclicn saakel oo Abiarndany it will resime New Delhi-China
A Mights starting Febraary 2006, nearly six years alter
suspension, 28 recent dipbomatie sleps are seen 3
cautiously reopening bilaterl Haks.
The carrier wasalso planning to laumch 2 Mambai-Shanghai
rouabe lafeer imexl year, sulsject 1o regilatory approvalks, ifsaid.
“The refnstatement of Adr lhdia's services o Shanghsi
loll s recent lndia-China dipbomatic agreemenis that
ressbored the akr linhs ponsed in earty 20000, Abr Dndia said ina
sEafemenl.
Ching's Guangehou Baiyvun Intemational Airport last month
announced Mighis between the two nations were set o
LETTH N REUTERS
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